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fA od yh, 
With reference to the gghurtimate paragraph of 
the Embassy's despatch no. 1 dated February 16, 1944 
on the subject "Transmitting Publications for the Library 
of Congress", I have the honor to report that early this 
month there eypeared on EES peeeavands in Istanbul a 
pamphlet by Nizamettin Nasi: sped LiogLu entitled 
The 1945 Comedy Begins”. ‘the aut. penise ormerly 
editor of the unsuccessful newspaper "Istiklal" and is 
now a free lance journalist and author of occasional 
political pamphlets. It is considered unlikely that 

he reflects the views of any organized group, although 
certainly there are a. considerable number of people 

in Turkey who share his pessimistic outlook as regards 
1945. 


A summarized translation of the pamphlet in question 
Riven below: ‘ 
rd 





\\As is the case all over the world, also in 

Turkey those who alone are celebrating the New Year 

are the unscrupulous war profiteers. The large 

kish public knows better. Indeed, it has no 

,(Pgason whatsoever for rejoicing, since the new 

‘Year opens under auspices which are far worse than 

was the case in previous years. Those who stupidly 
predict that 1945 will mark the end of the war, are = 
grossly deceiving themselves... No...$ 1945 will au 
again be a year of war, massacre, de th and misery... —™ 
As pointed out by President Ismet Indnu, there can be ~ 
no victor in the present war! Never before has this <. 
wise statement been substantiated by more eloquent & 
evidence than at the close of 1944... 


Militarily the year 1945 finds a quite different 
world. The Democratic front is definitely on the 


& 


i march to victory... but nothing forebodes lasting 

peacee Events in 1944 have no doubt developed to 

the detriment of Germany but the situation in Europe 
j ; 
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at the beginning of 1945 is hardly one that 
would please a Chamberlain... Though many 
countries have been saved from Nazi domination 
and terror, an atmosphere of security and 
stabili is as yet not discernable in these 
lands. ie Joy felt over their liberation has 
been obliterated by the beginning of civil war. 
Not only has the notion of European liberation 
undergone a profound change esse but Europe is 
today iteelf oreating the very conditions 
responsible for the outbreak of the war... In 
1931 the holy war aim of the Democracies was 
respect for existing boundariese.. What do we 
see todays they themselves are beginning to 
show the symptoms of the evil of disregarding 
frontiersee. 


In Greece, in Yugoslavia, in Albania, in 
Belgium and in France the elements which took 
up arms were guerrillas, irregulars lacking 
the non-political stand and discipline of regular 
armed forces. It was hardly a farsighted policy 
to supply arms to these elements devoured by 
political ambitions... In point of fact, though 
united yesterday against the common enemy, they 
are today endeavoring to materialize their 
political aspirations while they still have arms 
at their disposal. This is the terrible heritage 
which 1944 has left behind. 


No, 1945 will not be the last war year. 
Indeed, the world war enters the new year with 
a trail of inconsistencies and contradictions. 
Why should it end since none of the factors which 
provoked it have as yet been removed? Why should 
it end since every day new factors arise, everyone 
of which contains the seed for a new wari In fact, 
mankind should put an end to the habit of drawing 
a line between war and peace status. Henceforth 
the only normal era will be a war order. Gangster- 
ism, which as the product of post-war mentality, 
broke out in 1918 in a section of an American 
town and which gradually spread over the entire 
town, then contaminated other cities and states, 
has, on infecting Europe and Asia, assumed a state- 
organized form. For five years now men and women, 
young and old, are playing with deadly weapons. 
It is hardly to be expected that these people should 
again consent to toy with less offensive tools. 


Respectfully yours, 


Peceewee Kealt: 
urence A. Steinhardt 
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SOUREN TASHIAN, M.D., M.S. (Meb. Sal.) 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 
705 BROADWAY 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


January 22, 1945 
Mr. Edward Stettinius SUBJECT: Report on the 


Secretary of State of the United States activities of Kingsley Birge 
ee D.C. of Constantinople, Turkey; 


Dear wes Stottinins, THENT OF Sipe the Nov 1, 1944 issue of 


Moe ~~ oreign Policy Reports" . 
pepe Ws HPS published by the Foreign 





an expose of his article in 


Policy Association, Midston 


: = use, 22 E, 38th, N.Y¥., N.Yo 
3 i Wink STERN rte 


As a menber of the University of tiveints Class of 1924, 
Medical School, I should like to congratulate you on your very 
important position as Secretary of State. The world at large 
will benefit considerably from your humanitarian and wise 
Guidance in the council of the United Nations. 


Having spent most of my life in Turkey and the Near East, 
I understand the shrewd foreign diplomacy of the Turks, and I am 
accurately informed of the present conditions in that unhappy 
land. I have recently come across the November 1, 1944 issue of 


"Foreign Policy Reports", published by the Foreign Policy Associa- 


tion, Midston House, in which appears an article on Turkey by 
Kingsley Birge. I am taking the liberty of enclosing with this 
letter a copy of the letter I wrote to the brother-in-law of 
Mir. Birge, Dr. Ralph Harlow, professor at Smith College. 


Hoping that this information may be passed on to the proper 
section of the State Department, I consider it my duty as a 
citizen of the United States to assist your department to unravel 
the machinations and intrigues of the Near East. I am an eye 
witness of the reports given by George Horton who was for thirty 
years | Consul General of the United States in the Near East in his 
book "The Blight of Asia", which substantiates my views. 


Mr. Birge who is employed by the Congregational Church is 
also employed by the Turkish Government. He is one of the few 
American missionaries allowed to stay in Turkey because he did 
not dare tell the truth about Turkish atrocities. His articles 
undoubtedly are written to misguide our representatives. The 
truth is that Turkey of today under the dictatorship of Ismet 
Inonu has been more ruthless against Christian minorities than 
the bloody Sultans of the past. Birge speaks about the peaceful 
Turkish solution of internal problems, while the former Consul 
General says in his book, "Blight of Asia" 

"Turkey has been made esiecnaane! by a series 
of ferocious massacres carefully planned and 
relentlessly carried out by just such polished ~ 
and seductive gentlemen who have exploited Mos- 
lem fanaticism for their purposes." 
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At the end of the last war it was the Chester oil con= 
cessions and a few missionaries like Birge, McLaughlin, Reed 
and Lodge who were more interested in saving their vacant 
buildings and their jobs than in justice to the Christian 
population of Turkey, who influenced the United States to 
appease the Turk rather than take a more vigorous attitude. 

My parents were Congregational missionaries in Turkey for 
forty years and I am well acquainted with many fine Christian 
missionaries and their work. 


You can be assured that the hundreds of thousands of 
Americans of Armenian and Greek ancestry who have been victim- 
ized by the present Turkish regime are prayerfully hoping to 
see the instruments of Dumbarton Oaks bring a measure of re- 
dress and justice to their families and compatriots still in 
Turkey who have no way of expressing themselves. 


Sincerely yours, 

ih wien 0 ee. 

Souren H. Tashian, M. D. 
SHT/mc 








January 15, 1945 


Dr. Ralph Harlow 
Smith College 
Northampton, Mass. 


vear Ralph, 


Your letter was a source of joy to me. It was very kind of you 
to send my manuscript to New York. If I did not know a few people 
like the Harlows I could easily become a disillusioned agnostic and 
proclaim the Congregational Foreign Missions in Turkey as irresponsible 
and dishonest and surely unworthy of the name Christian. I have on 
my desk a bulletin, "Foreign Policy Reports", dated November 1, 1944, 
author, John Kingsley Birge, published by the Fareign Policy Associa= 
tion, Midston House, 22 East 58th Street, New York, 16, N.Y. 


The shock is doubly severe because I have had great admiration 
for Rev. Birge. He has dual personalities. One, a great, devoted, 
brilliant scholar, and the other well personified in his pamphlet, a 
duped coward who could not report about Turkey without losing his 
job in Turkey. In other words, he would be kicked out if he dared 
to tell the truth as persona-non-grata. With his talents he could 
still be the emancipator, the Abraham Lincoln of the Near East, if - 
he came out in Christian humility and with spiritual courage told the 
world the truth about Turkey, which he could not otherwise have written 
while still employed by the Turks. ‘ 





The article is a masterpiece of diplomatic deceit. Crime is 
ingeniously portrayed as Virtue. He actually writes about "benevolent" 
Turkish crime and immorality. 


He quotes extensively irrelevant articles, but he ignores multi- 
tudes of eye withesses of Turkish atrocities and pogroms. He has 
never read the “Blight of Asia". Birge does not tell the truth, He 
knows Miss Ida Mary Ingle, the missionary and the Christian teacher who 
left Constantinople last November, and who is here in Seattle at the 
present time. Miss Ingle left Turkey because her conscience would not 
allow her to misrepresent the facts. She tells us just the opposite of 
Mr. Birge so ingeniously and painstakingly reports about Turkey. The 
tragedy of it all is that Miss Ingle will not be known and heard by 
the men who will sit at the peace table, while undoubtedly the Turks 
will present copies of Mr. Birge's article to every representative at 
the peace conference. 


The article starts by stating that the Turkish method of pacifica- 
tion and the solution of her internal problems should be an ideal and 
an example to be followed by other nations. I do not wish to burden 
you by exposing the falsehoods of the article as you can see them for 
yourself. 


Mr. Andonian is here in my office. His aged father and mother, 
two sisters and three nieces were murdered before his very eyes in 
Sparta, Turkey,.in 1917. He was taken into slavery as a child. He 
was later a student at the International College st Smyrna, Turkey. 
In 10932 his eldest brother, a peaceful merchant in Smyrna was taken 
as hostage by Inonu, the present President of Turkey, and murdered 
by order of Inonu, together with thousands of others at Aidin. 


w =2= 


Tam an eye witness. While at the Dardanelles, my German Commander 
received an orderg signed by Kemal Pasha ordering all Armenian Christian 
soldiers to be tied, hands and feet, and sent to the interior to be 
slaughtered. The German Commander refused this order. I read the 
order. 


Kemal Pasha and Ismet Inonu belonged to the same clique with 
Talaat Pasha who ordered the total extermination of all Armenians. I 
p have a photostatio copy of the order signed by Talaat. 


Last year Inonu brought the remains of Talaat (who undoubtedly was 
more blood thirsty than Himler) to Ankara, proclaimed a national holiday 

| U) ana with great ceremonies laid the remains in a large national shrine 
in memory of Talaat. 


~ Yes, I am disillusioned. This man Birge kas ruined and destroyed 

\ the hundred years of Congregational Christian work-- the sacrifices of 
thousands of martyrs and devout Christians. Among them, the work of my 
parents-- for a mess of pottage. 


ad Very sincerely yours, 





re 
'D) Souren H. Tashian, M.D. 

at 

| P.Se The article is an effort to substitute Turkish methods of handling 
i internal problems for the morals and principles of the Dumbartou Uaks 

Conference, 

\/7 Has Dr. Birge heard of the Atlantic Charter? Does he know what we 

\v are fighting for? 

| Aplantio Charter Present Turkish methods 

tl 

ie Freedom from Want ~- (Christian Apmenians and Greeks not 


(allowed in government jobs and factories 
oe allowed to travel in Turkey 
Not allowed to engage in foreign 
( comm ree, and discriminated against 
( all along the line 
-~ (Taxed to death, forced labor, and exile¢ 
( into the interior. 
(Whet about the starving refugees? 


Freedom from Fear @~ ( Fear of confiscation of property, of 
(| deportation. Constant fear for life 
among Christian population in Turkey. 
Freedom of Speech -- ( One-party, dictatorial Republic. No 
(| one dares to write or say what he 
( wants, Even Birge does not dare to 
( tell the truth. 
Freedom of Religion -- ( Hundreds of American, Armenian and 
(| Greek schools and churches turned 
(| into stables or converted to siosques 


DR. SOUREN TASHIAN 
708 BROADWAY 
SEATTLE 22, WASHINGTON 
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Mr. Faward Stettinius 


Secretary of State of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 


February 2, (045 


He bs? -Bo/insee8" 


My dear Dr, Tashian: 

Reference is made to your letter of January 22, 
1945 in connection with Turkey. 

Your letter and its enclosure have been read 
with interest by the appropriate officers of the 
Department of State, who appreciate your action in 
making available to them your thoughts on this subject, 

Sincerely yours, 


For the Secretary of State: 


Gordon PF, Merriam 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
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STATE 


My dear Merchant 





so73°9 


Im now able to answer your letter of 
December 15’ to John Dent concerning Support Purchases 
in Turkey. 


5 EEONOMIG DIVISION 
JAN 2 9 1945 
‘al OF 


The Foreign Office agree that we have an 
obligation to the Turks to make Support Purchases and 
they are prepared to allot £500,000 for such purchases 
in accordance with your suggestion. 


> 


> 
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It occurs to London, however, that there a 
be a better way of effecting Support Purchases if we 
3 proceed on lines somewhat different from those which have 
y been previously envisaged. You will remember that on 
November 20th last the Turkish authorities submitted 
to the American and British Commercial Counsellors a 
list of goods of which export had been rendered difficult 
owing to Turkey's break with Germany. The three commodities 
which the Turks indicated were the most difficult to dispose 
of were shelled hazel nuts, figs, and valonea. The first 
two of these items, nuts and dried fruit, are already being 
dealt with; next on the list comes valonea and at the 
head of the next list, i.e. commodities over whose disposal 
the Turks face "certain" difficulties, we find oil-seeds. 
Neither of these commodities has a supply interest at the 
orices demanded by the Turks but they are not useless and 
can be disposed of at lower prices. The Foreign Office 
feel that it would be pointless to refrain from buying C 
these commodities which the Turks themselves urgently ~ 
want to sell merely because they have some supply interest, 
and, therefore, do not fall within Category "C" as hereto- 
fore defined by us,(which in any case was invented for 
our own conveniencek and on this matter they believe that W 
you will agree with them that the best support we can give °° 
the Turks is to buy what they wish to sell. a 


wn 
9 
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of exrly action, the Foreign Office suggest that a 
be mode by purchases of valonea and oil-seeds forthwith. 
If you agree, therefore, London vill instruct H. M. \ 


Since we are all ugreed as to the necessity ied 
~ 


Auabassador to inform the Turks that we are prepared to ~ 
/ take < 


Mr. L. T. Merchant, 
Department of otate, 
Washington, D.C. 


Catan 
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take 10,000 tons of valonea (of which we would propose to 

sell some 5,000 tons in the Middle East) and 10,000 tons 

of oilseeds, even at prices above world prices, making it 
clear that purchases were not being made in our own interest 
at these prices but that we were making them to implement 

our promise to help support Turkish economy. While they 

would, if needs be, pay the Turks what they ask, they entirely 
agree with you that we should make the best possible bargain 
and extract from these purchases the utmost benefit to both 
our Governments. In any case they believe that it is not 

in the interest of the Turks themselves to be encouraged to 
exaggerate their prices, a view which I believe you will 

fully share and which has already been expressed in Washington 
in connection with the Turkish request for a revised chrome 
contract. London go on to suggest that you might wish to 

buy further quantities of these commodities or others which 
the Turks have asked us to buy, but that the important thing 
now appears to be to make some purchases from the Turkish 
list. 


The Foreign Office believe that we shall by 

experience find that there are few, if any, true Group C 
commodities, the purchase of which would really benefit the 
Turks. They are, us stated above, ready to allot &500,000 
to such purchases but they think it probable that we could 
fully cover our obligations by purchasing commodities which 
are of supply interest but somewhat over priced. In the 
meantime, they suggest that we should consider whether the 
£500,000 might be allocated to losses on purchases of this 
latter kind or whatever else may be the best arrangement. 


As to the mechanics of operating, the Foreign 
Office consider it impracticable that private British firms 
should at this stage operate on the Turkish market not only 
for reasons connected with the organization of supplics in 
the United Kingdom, but also because of the stipulations of 
the Anglo-Turkish Financial Agreement which will remain in 
force until March 31. On the other hand, they agree with 
your view that we should pay Turkish export tax, but they 
think it should be explained to the Turkish Government that 
we are only prepared to spend a certain amount on Support 
Purchases, so that if they choose to make revenue out of 
export tax this will mean that the amount of sales by Turkish 
traders will be so much the less. In other words, it is for 
the Turkish Government to choose how they prefer financial 
support to be divided up as between themselves and Turkish 


/ traders. 
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traders. London also propose that we should insist that 
the purchases we make without any specific destination in 
view should be freely exportable to whatever destination 
we may utlimately choose. 


To sum upm you will see that we are now both 
agreed that we should set aside £500,000 and $2,000,000 
respectively to absorb losses on Support Purchases in 
Turkey. The Foreign Office differ with the view expressed 
in paragraph 6 of your letter that private trade or supply 
requirements can be relied on to purchase commodities in 
Category B, since the point is that there is supply interest 
in these goods only at a price; and their thought is, 

{ therefore, that it is sensible for us to begin our purchases 
(with items in this category which the Turks want to sell 
jand for which we have some use. You will appreciate, more- 
jover, that with our joint contribution measured in actual 
‘losses we are going to be able to effect larger purchases 
in Turkey if this loss represents a part only of what we 
‘spend - which it will be if we subsequently recover part 
‘of our original purchase costs - rather than the whole. 


Yours sincerely 
ferfonbrbacd han 


——— 


CC:G. Lewis Jones, State Dept. 
J. E. Harris, F.E.A. 
R. Morrison 
C.I. Crowe 
Foreign Office 
C. Phillips 
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No. 1086 ; ad Ankara, February 19, 1945 


SECRET x, 9 s 


Subjéct: Popularity and strength of 
the present Turkish regime. 
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The Honorable 
c- The Secretary of State, 
3 Washington. acai 








is 
Sir: 





I have the honor to transmit herewith, as 
of possible interest to the Department, a memorandum 
submitted to me by Third Secretary of Embassy Horner, 
in which he gives his impressions of the popularity 
and strength of the present Turkish regime. 


Respectfully yours, 


‘CReemecee 
Laurence A. Steinhardt 





For Distritnitian 
Enclosure: 
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- x Enclosure No. 1/ to Despatch Noe 1086 dateq 
February 19, 1945, from the American Embassy, 
Ankara, on the subject of "Popularity and 
AIR MAIL strength of the present Turkish regimes” 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE AMPASSADOR 


February 12, 1945 


The following is an attempt to set down on paper 
a few impressions of the Popularity and strength of 
the present Turkish regime, pained in the short time 
I have been heree 


It has been apparent for some time that the regime 
has been suffering a consistent diminution in popularity 
and public confidence, particularly since the outbreak 
of war in September, 1959. The most important reasons 
for this trend are: (1) the growth of a top-heavy 
bureaucracy; (2) a creeping paralysis due to the fear 
of responsibility on the part of most government officials; 
(3) the failure to check the inflationary spirel, which 
has virtually pauperized the Turkish middle class, itself 
restricted in size and composed mainly of minor govern- 
ment officials; (4) the knowledge that a small clique of 
officials, includinre the heads of many government depart- 
ments and institutions, members of the Grand National 
Assembly, et cetera, have been in a position to benefit 
themselves economically, whilst large sections of the 
population have retrogressed; (5) the fact, known to many, 
that bribery and corruption have continued to play a 
leading role in Turkish political life, albeit not so 
flagrantly as during Ottoman times; (6) the opposition 
to "etatism" on the part of many business men; (7) the 
feeling among intellectuals that the educational system 
is too rigid; (8) the lack of freedom of the press and 
of speech; (9) the failure on the part of the Government 
to carry out a more energetic policy of industrialization; 
and (10) the merest lip-service to democratic forms, 
"elections" of deputies being in fact appointments by the 
single party machinee 


Turkish writers are fond of calling their country 
"Kemalist Turkey". ‘Turkey was pulled out of the morass 
of the disinterrating Ottoman Empire largely throurh the 
strength and enerry of a single man, Kemal Ataturk, or 
Mustafa Kemal Pasha, as he was then known. His so-called 
collaborators were little more than yes=-men. In con- 
sequence, the new state that arose from the ashes of the 
moribund Empire was highly personalist and suffers from 
the inherent defects of such a regime. Ataturk evidently real- 
ized the dangers that were ahead, and through the creation 
of a so-called opposition party to the Republican Peoples 
Party, he attempted to educate the people to a two-party 
system. For a number of reasons, includine the inability 
of Ataturk to tolerate opposition, this party failed to 
become a genuine opposition and, its successor, the so-called 
"Independent Group" in the Republican Peoples Party, has 
voted with the Covernment on every issue. However, in all 


fairness 
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fairness it should be stated that President Inonu has 

made several tentative efforts to introduce a certain 
measure of democracy.s For example, during the elections 
of 1939 and 1943 the practice of allowins the voters some 
latitude in exercising their choice for the Grand National 
Assembly was introduced. Thus, in 1943 there were 31 
candidates for 23 seats in Istanbul, all, of course, being 
members of the official Republican Peoples Party (see 
despatch noe 301 of March 9, 1943, on the subject: "Reporting 
Results of National Elections to Seventh Grand National 
Assembly". 


After the death of Ataturk, no statesman of similar 
stature emerged to take his place. His nominated successor, 
the present president, Ismet Inonu, is lacking in forces 
In effect, then, Turkey is now run, but not governed, by an 
all-embracing bureaucracy, in which, speaking generally, no 
individual has or is willins to exercise sufficient authority 
to make important decisions, and all are fearful of respon- 
sibility. (The fact that the Cabinet must pass upon 
applications for all private automobile license plates 

_is a case in point.) 


The failure to check the inflationary spiral has also 
been the cause of considerable discontent (See the Commercial 
Attache's report on "Turkey's Problem of Economic Adjustment - 
Currency Devaluation" transmitted under cover of despatch 
Noe 851 of October 26, 1944), Not only have rising internal 
prices practically peuperized the middle class, which in 
Turkey means the petty bureaucracy, but export prices have 
gotten completely out of line with world prices, Extensive 
competitive buyine between the Axis and Allies have con- 
tributed to a considerable extent to the creation and main- 
tenance of this existing level. Many government officials 
with whom members of the Embassy staff have been in contact 
express great fear of the future, feeling that only a drastic 
reorganization of the governmental machinery can put Turkey 
on her economic feet. Thus far there is no evidence that 
any such shake-up can tale place within the framework of the 
present resime, and the only solution that has been offered, 
at least publicly, is a devaluation of the Turkish pound. 


While a considereble section of the population is in 
severe financial straits because of the high cost of living, 
a certain favored clique of higher officials, including the 
heads of rovernment departments, the state banks, and members 
of the Grand National Assembly have enjoyed a relatively 
favorable financial position. Accordine to a number of 
reliable sources, the offering of "considerations" to persons 
in influential positions or with family connections are 
necessary to obtain promotions in the civil bureaucracy.e 
This state of affairs is fairly generally known and has 
caused extreme bitterness on che part of many young men, 
officials and others, who can see no prospects of future 
advancement for them under the present rerime. The policy of 
"Etatism", which in effect means the rovernmental control 
of business throurh the medium of state-controlled 


institutions, 
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institutions, is likewise a source of considerable 
resentment, for it results in applying the thourht 
processes of the all importent bureaucracy to the every 
day commercial life of the nation. (In this connection, 
it 1s often remarked that since the death of Ataturk, 
Turkey has made little if any further progress along 
the route to Westernization started by him.) 


Among intellectuals it is generally complained that 
the Turkish educational system 1s rigid beyond reason 
and that those who are educated solely in this country 
are lacking in breadth of vision. Students who have 
returned to Turkey after attending American universities 
are especially bitter on this subject, for in many cases 
their special technical qualifications receive little 
or no recognition, md they are placed either under men 
who have been sraduated from Turkish institutions of 
learning and who are consequently lackin« in the technical 
qualifications necessary for their positions, or under 
men who have had continental European (especially German) 
trainine and are therefore envious of or averse to 
American methodse 


The lack of freedom of the press in Turkey is 
evident to the most casual observer. Newspapers which 
fail to conform to the stsndards laid down by the Press 
tureau are unable to remain in existence, and the slirhtest 
criticism of the regime or deviation from the official 
"line" is likely to result in a suspension. For example, 
the leftist newspaper "Tan" was suspended on August 12th 
for demandine a purge of pro-Axis officials, and the 
newspaper "Vatan" on August SOth because it ran several 
articles demanding greater democratization of the Turkish 
government (See the Embassy's telegrams nos. 1588 and 1589 
of August 29, 1944). Similarly, "Cumhuriyet" was sus- 
pended on September 15, 1944 because it published a brief 
article predicting the appointment of Wr. Selim Sarper, 
then Director General of the Press, as an Ambassador. 
(Wis appointment as Ambassador to the Soviet Union was 
announced a few days later). Furthermore, former Foreign 
Minister Tewfik RUstt Aras, now out of favor with the 
regime, has been forbidden to write any further articles, 
on pain of suspension of the newspaper which carries theme 
Those Turks who have traveled or studied abroad, or who 
have observed the freedom of the press existing in the 
democracies and ~uaranteed in the Atlantic Charter, cannot 
but be dissatisfied with tne strict control of the press 
exercised In their own countrye 


On the part of business men, the relative failure of 
the sovernment to carry out an energetic policy of 
industrialization is criticized. It is felt thet the 


linking 
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linking of industrial expansion with the state-owned 
banks (an aspect of "Etatism") is a mistake, and it is 
feared that after the war Turkey will be relatively worse 
off than many of its neighbors. In extenuation, it mst 
be remarked that until 1922 nearly every educated Turk 
became an official or an army officer, and that business 
was left to the Armenian, the Greek, and the Jew. At 
present the averace Turk seems quite lacking in business 
sense, but the lack of it now can hardly be attributed 

to the Government. Whether such a sense can be developed 
over a period of time remains to be seen, 


In this ceneral connection, it should be pointed out 
that the Pan-Turanian movement referred to in the Embassy's 
confidential despatch No. 798, dated September 21, 1944 
(Subject: Fan-Turantan Movement in Turkey) should be viewed 
not as something intrinsically important but as symptomatic 
of the unrest which has existed in the country for some- 
time. Like the “Lebensraum” doctrine expounded by Hitler 
to embittered German veterans of World War I and other 
discontented elements, the doctrine of a "Greater Turkey" 
micht be expectei to anpeal to discontented Turkish 
intellectuals and army officers, -azing at the map and 
contrasting their small and compact republic with the 
extensive Ottoman Empire of pre-World War T dayse And 
the fact that the Turanianists' dreams could perhaps be 
realized only at the expense of the Soviet Union would not 
be considered an obstacle to a people who have always 
regarded Russia as their enemy, and continue to do soe 


In summing up, it should be made clear that while 
unrest and lack of confidence in the resime are prevalent 
throuchout the country, there 1s no evidence of an impending 
breakdown. In the first place, no alternative to the 
present regime exists*, there being no organized opposition 
worthy of the name; ami secondly the great ipnorant and 
illiterate masses of the peasant population and the bulk 
of the army (probably one of the world's most undemocratic) 
are belioved to be loyal and relatively contented. Yet, 
it seems probable that the various manifestations of 
discontent described above eventually will lead to a 
political crisis in the country. 











#In this connection it may be noted parenthetically 
that President ITnonu is 60 years of are and aprarently 
in sound heslth, althon-h very deaf; and that Marshal 
akmak (retireas or Prime Minister saracorlu are 
regarded at present as his most likely successors in 
the event of his sudden incapacitation.e 
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Tho Honorable- 

f The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


R Sir: ra iy Maes 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch Noe 
798 dated September 21, 1944, on the same subject, 
I have the honor to report that on February 2, 1945 
the prosecution concluded its case against twenty- 
four persons# accused of forming a secret society 
to engase in racist and Turanianist propaganda. 
Although, as mentioned in my above-cited despatch, 
the Istanbul newspapers carried the original indictment 
in full detail, the hearings themselves were given no 
publicity whatsoever. 





The hearings, which took place before the First 
Vartial Law Court of Istanbul, closed with a detailed 
statement of the prosecutor of the above court. After 
stating that the hearines had clearly revealed that the 
endeavors and agitations of the accused were aimed at 
establishing in Turkey a new regime and a new order 
basei on purely racist considerations, the prosecutor 
of the court went into a lengthy analysis of findines 
in support of the above contention. (These conclusive 
remarks of the prosecutor, however, did not differ 
in any way from the indictment, on the basis of which 
the trial in question was initiated last September and 
which was summarized in my above-mentioned despatch 
No. 798.) 


The charges and penalties which the prosecution 
requested for each of the accused may be summed up as 
follows: 


1) For Zeki Velidi To@an, Reha Ofuz Tirkkan, Cihst 


Savagfer, iiurullah Bariman, application of paragraph 2 
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of Article 171 of the Penal Code for havine formed a secret 


society 
#When the trial opened the number of the accused 






elidi Togan. 
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as 23. Shortly thereafter this number was increased —, 
o 24 by the arrest of Heybetullah Idil, also stated 





be a member of the secret society formed by Zeki 
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society at the instigation of Zeki Velidi To#an; for 
plottins to overthrow the government because of its 
failure to enter the war on the side of Germany and thus 
frustrating the materialization of a union of all Turkish 
people; and for engaging in agitations in that direction 
until their arreste With respect to Heybetullah Idil 
only the last paragraph of the same Article was applied, 
he having withdrawn from the said society prior to the 
institution of official proceedings. 


(a) Article 171, paragraph 2; 4 = 12 years im- 
prisonmente 


(b) Last paragraph of Article 171; No penalty. 


2) For Reha Oguz Binkesy, Cihat Savagfer, Wuzaffer 
Erig, FPehiman Altan, Zeki Ozcur, Hikmet Tanyu, Ismet 
tumturk, application of paragraph 2 of Article 171 of the 
Penal Code, for having formed a secret society in order 

to overthrow the present sovernment by a coup d'etat, for 
the reasons indicated in the preceding paragraph, and for 
continuing activities along this line until their 
apprehension. For Yusuf Kadisil, Hamza Sadi zbek, Nurullah 
Bariman, application of last paragraph of Art. Voe Lis 

since they had withdrawn from the said organization prior 

to the initiation of official action. 


(a) Article 171 paragraph 2; 4 - 12 years im- 
, 
prisonment. 


(o) Last paragraph of Article 171; No penaltye 


3) For Zeki Velidi Togan and Hamza Sadi 8zbdex, 
application of Article 145 of the Penal Code for enragine, 
without previous authorization, in activities in Turkey 
on behalf of the Turkistan National Union and of adhering 
to that orranization. 


Article 143; For leaders: 15 days - 6 months 
imprisonment and a fine of from 500 - 2,000 
Liras. For members: a fine of from 100 - 
1,000 Liras, 


o 4) For Zeki Velidi Tofan, Dre ‘asan Ferft Cansever, 
Huseyin Namik Orkun, Nihal Atsiz, Reha Oguz Turkkan, Nurullah 
Bariman, Zeki dagtir, Cihat Savasfer, Wuzaffer Eris, Hamza 
Sadi Ozbek, Nejdet Sancar, Orhan Saik cdkyay , Hikmet Tanyu, 
Fazil Hisarcikli, and Ismet Tlmtilrk, application of Article 
142 of the Penal Code for engaging in racist propaganda 
contrary to the basic character of the State ag defined by 
the Constitution. For Fethi Tevet, Alpaslan Turkes and 
Nihal Atsiz, application of Article 148 of the Milftea ry Penal 
Code for carrying out similar proparanda in army circles. 


(a) Article 142; Imprisonment from 6 months 
to two years. 


(b) Article 148 of the Nilitary Penal Code; 
Imprisonment up to 7 1/2 years. 


5) For 
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5) For Hihal Atsiz, rigorous application of 
Article 159 of the Penal Code for using highly offensive 
language in regard to the Grand National Assembly and 
the Governmente 


Article 159; Imprisonment from 1 - 6 years 


6) For Hihal Atsiz, Cebbar Senel, Cemal Ofuz Ocal, 
application of Article 161 of Penal Code for arranging 
and organizing public d«monstrations for the purpose of 
giving exaggerated publicity to a law suit between two 
private individuals in a manner liable to provoke public 
alarm and disorder. 


Article 161; Imprisonment not under five 
years (if no complicity with foreign 
element). 


7) ‘For Sait Bilgig¢, acquittal, his collaboration 
in the staging of the Ankara demonstration having in 
no way been established. 


In addition to the avove penalties, the prosecution 
requested that ihal Atsiz, Reha Ofuz Turkkan and 
Cihat aspen fg) be permanently barred from public office 
and that military doctor Fethi Tevet, and Yirst 
Lieutenant Alpaslan Turkeg, be expelled from the army. 


For some unknown reason, probably due to over- 
sight on the part of the printers, the name of Saim Bayrak, 
one of the accused standing trial for active participation 
in the Ankara demonstration, did not appear in the 
summing up of the case as published. 

At the conclusion of the charres made by the 
prosecution, the court adjourned for the purpose of 
enabling the accused to prepare their defenses 


Respectfully yours, 


Laurence A. Steinhardt 


File No. 800 
JEH/IH 


To the Department in Original and Hectograph 
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Turkish Intellectual Criticises Turkish 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 
v/ I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a 


memorandum of a conversation which a member of my staff had 
with Mr. Burhan Belge, a member of the staff of the Turkish 
Directorate General of Press and Publications, Ankara, re- 


garding the present Turkish political setup. 





Confidential biographic data regarding Mr. Belge is 
now in preparations 


Respectfully yours, 








Betteccer (Bisa Kercher 
Laurence A. Ste{nhardt 
Enclosure: 
1/ = Copy of memorandum of 
conversation, Cc 
oC 
File No. 800 = 
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AIR MAIL Enclosure 1 to Despatch No, 1107 from the American Embassy, 
Ankara, dated March 5, 1945, on the subject of Turkish 
Intellectual Criticises Turkish Political Setup. 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


SUBJECT: Turkish Intellectual Criticises Turkish Political 
Setup. 


PARTICIPANTS: Richard E, Gnade, Third Secretary of Embassy, 
and 
Burhan Belge, member of staff of Directorate 
General of Press and Publications, 


PLACE: American Pmbassy, Ankara. 
DATE: February 14, 1945. 


Mr. Burhan Belge called on me this afternoon regarding the trans- 
lation by Professor Lewis V. Thomas of Robert College of the book 
"Yaban,” written by Yakup Karaosmano@lu, Turkish Minister at Bern. 


In the course of the conversation, Mr. Belge expressed very frank- 
ly his dissatisfaction with the present political leadership and setup 
in Turkey. He suggested that the following changes were necessary: 


(1) Creation of equal opportunity with Turks for the 
members of all minorities. Members of the minorities should 
have access with Turks to high political positions, whether 
these positions be in the Foreign Office, in the Army, or in 
other branches of the Government. 


(2) Development of a two-party system in Turkish 
political life. Mr. Belge thinks that at least two parties 
are a necessity for any country which claims to be a democ- 
racy. He says there is plenty of material in the present 
younger generation from which party organizations could be 
formed; that these two parties might take the position of 
one being liberal and less Etatist, and the other conserva- 
tive and Etatist. 


(3) In foreign affairs Turkey should direct herself 
toward good relations with all her neighbors, and friend- 
ship of equal strength with each of the three great powers - 
Russia, Britain, and the United States. Mr. Belge thinks 
that it is a mistake for Turkey to be bound to the chariot 
of any one of these three powers and that a balanced policy 
would insist upon terms of equal cordiality with all three 
powers. 


(4) Freedom of the press, freedom of intercourse and 
association, freedom of religious belief, and other freedoms 
specifically mentioned in the Constitution but never brought 
into practice are among the prerequisites, Mr. Belge thinks, 
for development of the Turkish State in a normal progressive 
fashion toward genuine democracy. 


Mr. Belge expressed his regret that the British and the American 
Embassies appear to have no contacts with the liberal elements in 
Turkish life. He asserted his feeling that these Embassies derive 
their opinions on Turkish policy, Turkish needs, and Turkish develop- 
ments entirely from spokesmen of the reactionaries now in control at 
Ankara. He classed the British and American Bnbassies with the ex- 
tremely conservative Yugoslav and Polish Embassies at Ankara as being 


either ses 


either unable or unwilling to consider that there was any justifiable 
political opinion at Ankara other than that expressed by the Govern- 
ment, and said that on the other hand the Russian Embassy and the 
Legations of various smaller powers made considerable effort to keep 
contact with all aspects of opinion on Turkish policy. 


Mr. Belge apparently has a slightly martyr complex. He said that 
because of his outspokenness, he is never given any work to do at 
the Directorate General of the Press and Publications, where he has 
been employed for the past eight years, although he still maintains 
an office there. He gave me his office telephone number, but he said 
that there was no point in telephoning him there because he was never 
in his office. 


He seems to be allowed considerable freedom of expression, because 
he told me that on the day after the Presidential election in the 
United States he spoke on the Ankara radio, saying that the manner in 
which the election had taken place was a demonstration of how a real 
democracy was run. He stated that there was much comment on the 
pointed statement which was held to be a criticism directed at President 
In6nti, who, only a few days before, had given a very undemocratic 
reactionary speech at the opening of the Grand National Assembly. 
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I have the honor to report t > according toa 
source believed to be reliable, but the truth of 
which cannot definitely be ascertained, a trial of 
65 Turkish citizens accused of communistic activities 
was concluded approximately two weeks ago. According 
to the report, 19 of the 65 accused were acquitted 
and the balance received sentences varying from 3 to 
91/2 years. It is stated that the trial lasted 
about a year and was conducted in camera before a 
Wilitary Tribunal in Ankara. 





Any further information which may come to the 
Embassy's attention regarding this trial will be 
forwarded to the Department. 


Respectfully yours, Me ML 
/ 


Cectteee uw > 
Laurence A. Steinhardt 
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POLITICA. Hav kT £OR MONTH OF FUGRUARY, 1945, IZMIR, TURK YY, 
Prepared by tllis A. Johnaon. . 





there are given below items regarding importent 
political developments which occurred in this consular 
district during the month of February, 1945: 


[% and Deve ts in Local u rc 3 


The new ¥Yrench Consul Ceneral, ir. Louis Lucas, 
arrived in Izmir at the end of February, 1945, and 
iumediately assumed charge of the looal French Consulate 
Ceneral building containing office and residential 
quarters. 


wvaring a conversation which the writer had with 

ip. Lugas, he disclosed that he had traveled by airplane 
frou raris via warseillles, Algiers and then to Damascus. 
¥rom the latter place he had been obliged to travel by 
railroad and he had experienced certain delays in com- 
pleting this part of hia journey. ile further disclosed 
that he had spent many years in the United states, par- 
tioularly in the Western states. 





the arrival of ir. Lucas terainated the temporary 
appointment, as aoting “rench Consul, of <r. Wiliifan 
ciraud, a local businessman and a leading member of the 
¥rench colony. -ir. Giraud was appointed to this position 
in waroch, 1944, by Mr. -assixli, Commissioner for Foreiin 


affairs of the frenoh Comaittee of Nationel Liberation, . ve 
and his appointment at that time created a dual repre- % 
sentation of frenoh interests in this district as Mr. : 1 
«. varia, the former French Consul Ceneral representing hy 
; | vb s 
4% the ~ 


auch duties were interfering with many of his important 
business duties end eotivities. 


Itelian aubseete who were wating an illegal 
atation at Buea, By on HE Tamir, was released 


wing been in the of the Turkish Secret 
Police at Ankara. It was re ed that the charges 
against thi were dismissed after it had been es- 


s 
tablished that he had not collaborated with the m:-ntion- 
ed Italian subjects in their illegel activities. 


Catastrophioal 





Tremendous economic damage was done in Iamir and 
near by Vilayets as a result of the unprecedented rain 
saow and wind storms, which prevailed in these districts 
on the last day of January, 1945, and during the first 
part of February, 1945. 


A fall of almost one foot of snow, followed vy 
severe freesing weather caused unparalleled 4isruption 
of traffic and transportation of all kinds. In and 
around Igmir the work of repairing paralyzed electricity 
and telephone systems went on during most of the month 
of February. ees 

No figures are available as to the amount of eoo- 
nomic damage caused by the severe winter weather but it 
is certain that the coldest winter in the memory of any 
inhabitant will result in e very heavy loss to the 
eutire economio life of the district. In addition to 
the losses caused by the almost vomplete paralysis of 
communieation and public utilities in all oities and 
towns and over the countryside, it is feared that the 
entire agricultural industry will feel the effects of 
the severe winter weather, particularly in so far as 
the lemon, orange and olive groves and oroherds are 
concerned, all of which are of great importance in 
the local economic life. ifost of the cultivated 
areas in the rich agricultural region to the south 
of Ismir were badly flooded and remained under water 
the greater part of the month of February. For a 
period of severel days Izmir was alaost entirely 
out off from the outside world, and even from near by 
towns ond cities, the only means of communication / 
having been the larger coastwise steamers plying / 


between Izmir and Istanbul. # 





On February 10, 1945, ur. Courvoisier, a Swiss 
oitizen, representing the International Red Croas, came 
to Iumir to arrange for the distribution of food to certein 
Greek islands in the Aegean, partioularly those close to 
the Dodecanese and in canger of frequent rai from the 
verman foroes on khodes, Crete and other islands. Raids 
of this kind have been carried out with considerable 
frequency by German forces with the result thet the in- 
habitants of such islands have been robbed of their 
pitifully soanty food and elothing and other supplies. 








The Greek Consul advised the writer that he believed 
“x. vourvoisier would base his activities from the port 
of Bodrum and that Kalymnos would be one of the first of 
the islands to be given relief assistance. The Mayor and 
other cfficlals of that island came to Izmir some months 
ago pleading for food and clothing for the starving in- 
habitants of the island who had been robbed of their 
meagre supplies by the members of a ‘erman raiding party, 
regulting in terrible suffering to all classes of the 
population. 


the Greek vonsul further disclosed to the writer 
that although he had facilities for comaunioation only 
direct to the near by island of Chios, he could and 
would be ,lad to arranze to send mail and/or paokares 
to ..weriean citizens on the islands of amos and Mytilini, 
via the Jhios servioes. The Consulate has thus been able 
to reply to many inquiries received from American citizens 
On near by Aseyean Jea Islands. 

f He also stated that he was very pleased that the 
Turkish steamer KUNYs had finally made the voyage from 
istanbul to viraeus, thus marking the reestablishnent of 
direct iurkish-Greek steamship communication. He disclosed 
that his wife had been one of the passengers on this ship 
and that she had proceeded to athens to look after their 
home and their effects ond other interests in that oity. 
ie recorded great satisfaction that the Turkish steamship 
KunYa had finally arrived at the port of “Lraeus with the 
\lon, awaited Turkish relief supplies for Athens. 
¥ 


Reporte reoelved immediately after the arrival of 
the resently appointed Turkish mbassador at Athens on 
the steamer AUNYA, Indicated that this offiolal had re- 
Ceived a delegation of “reek manufacturers and merohants 
for the purpoge of discussing the resumption and establish- 
ment of old and new Greek and Turkish commercial relations. 
’ aa — 

On February 17, 1945, the looal British Consul Ceneral 
advised the writer that the former British Consulate at 
Vathy, island of samos, would be reopened shortly and thet 
the former incumbent, Consul “arks, who had been asaijned 
to the british consulate “eneral at Izmir following the 
evacuation of the island by the British and Greek military 
forces in the Fall of 1943, had been given the necessary 
gonsular seals and other equipment for the reopening of 
that office. it was said that Consul ‘‘arksa would proceed 
to Vathy in the nexur future. 


~ 


Another 


duties and activities. 
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Political - Economic Notes: 


New and continued interest was manifest in local 
commercial oircles relative to the possibilities of 
improved commercial relations between Turkey and 
England and Turkey and the United States. The announce- 
ments regarding the easing of export restrictions from 
England and the United States in that many articles 
and products no longer require BACC (British American 
Coordination Committee) approval was undoubtedly res- 
ponsible for much of this optimistic feeling. During 
the month, publicity was given to a published list of 
articles and products wanted in Turkey, with indicatory 
advices as to whether or not BACC approval was required. 


There was favorable reaction to new trade agreements 
signed between Turkey and Iraq and Turkey and Palestine. 
One of the clauses of these agreements which was partiou- 
larly commented upon in Izmir circles was the provision 
for the annual export to Turkish cigarettes to the value 
of 750,000 Turkish Lira to each of the mentioned countries. 


rite The opening of the Samsun tobacco market on Fetwuney 


15, 1945, was followed with much interest, particularly 
beoause of the opening high prices - 300 to 350 kurus 


a kilogran. 


Throughout February the olive oil shortage continued 
to cause mich difficulty and bitter feeling in all local 
circles. It was announced on February 16, 1945, that 
the situation was so serious that a Cabinet Meeting had 
been called to discuss the olive oil market. It was 
alleged that the poor harvest in 1944, together with a 
crop showing a very high degree of acidity were responsi- 
ble for the present crisis. The Turkish Cabinet finally 
decided to authorize the TARIM (Agricultural Cooperative 
Society) at Izmir to import olive oil from the near by 
Greek islands in the Aegean Sea. This procedure was 
recommended by the Minister of Commerce, who further 
suggested that the olive oil thus obtained should be ex- 
ehenged for Turkish beans. 


There was a very favorable reaction in local circles \ 
to Ambassador Steinhardt's announceme#t to the press at 
Istanbul to the effect that United States and Turkish 
economic: (commercial) relations would be doubled after 
the war; the@ medicines are scheduled to arrive from the f 
United States and that anti-typhus vaccine from the 
United States will also soon be available. 


An announcement during the latter part of the month 


‘of February stated that olive oil imported from Mytilini 


and/or Samos will be paid for by deliveries of beans and 
lentils and wild boar meat. The prices of such olive oil 
when sold in the Turkish markets will be the same as the 
cost of Turkish olive oil. 


Local Turkish merchants carried on negotiations 


with Greek island merchants for the sale of corn (maize) 
and horse beans against free dollar exohange. 


at 
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It was reported that a Greek Trade Delegation 
would soon arrive at Ismir, and that th: Greek Minis- 
ter of Commerce might head sueh a delegation. 


Reports were current in local olroles to the 
effect that much of the shortage and high prices of 
olive o1] and soap has been caused by the fact that 
large quantities of oil and soap are being sled 
out of Southern Turkish ports and towns to Syria 
where soap is sold at a price of 4.80 Turkish Lira 
per kilogrem. 


In an effort to properly supply the public it 
was deoreed that olive o11 and cottonseed o11 vould 
be distributed by the TARIN organization (Cooperative 
Agricultural Soolety) and that growers and producers 
must sell at fixed  apserges prices; 3 more TARI' 
stores were opened in Izmir to serve the public in 
this respect. 


The Turkish Government jionopoly decided to 
manipulate tobacco in Odemish district at the town of 
Odemish in order to create work in that oity. 


Plans for the erection of a Commerolal Club to 
be built in the center of Izmir, opposite the leading 
hotel of the city, were announced at the end of February. 


There was considerable local interest in the 
departure of an important Turkish Trade ~el--ation for 
London for the purpose of negotiating a new Trade 
Agreement between ingland and Turksy. uch signifi- 
cance was attached to the departure of this Delegation 
which was headed by the secretary General of the 
ailnistry of Foreign Affairs, and inoluded the Under 
secretary of the .inistry of Commerce and several 
high ranking bank officials of tie ierkez (Central) 
Bank of Turkey. J 


Miscellansous Notes: 


The Counoil of the itunioipality of Izmir met on 
February 6, 1945, in order to aot upon the matter of 
the appeal of the Italian johool authorities against 
the confiscation of the mentioned sehool by the 
dunioipality of Izmir. The figure first allowed by 
the Municipality for the confiscation of this School 
was 31,107 Turkish Lira. (It is estimated that the 
Sohool which was built with Italian marble and other 
materials originally cost about 250,000 Turkish Lira). 
After reviewing the appeal of the Sehool authorities 
the Counoil of the Munioi{pality decided to increase 
the reimbursement figure to 39,750 Turkish Lira. It is 
reliably reported that the Italian authorities will 
not further appeal this deoiation. 


On February 7, 1945, it was announced that 
veyfl Aydin , the local Colleotor of Customs “uring 
the past 11 years, would be transferred to Isksnderun 
and that he would be succeeded by Methi Adakan, 
volieotor of Customs at Istanbul. 


The :duniclpality of Izmir announced on February 
%, 1945, that plans had been completed for the erection 
of e@ new iosque in Coztepe, a suburb of Izmir inhabited 
principally by well to do Turkish families. The new 
“Mosque will be built in a so-called "modern" style in 
that it may have benches and pews. 


The British council continued active during the 
month of February, the Director, ‘ir. Parkhouse, having 
delivered a leoture on “knglish Folklore” at the "alk 
avi (People's House) at Karshiyake, a suburb of Izmir, 
and having entertained leading Turkish officials at a 
cooktail party at the British Jounoil Library. 


The council of the wunioipality of Izmir decided 
at @ meeting held on February 9, 1945, that the number 
of free passes for travel on tie ‘unioipality owned 
tramways and autobuses would henoeforth be limited 
to 200. in addition, in an effort to alleviate to 
some extent the extraordinary hich cost of living 
obtaining in izmir, it was decided to grant extra 
@llowancesa to each family of an employee of the Munioci- 
pality of izmir, based upon the number of children; 
algo, each such iiunicipality employee is to receive 
1 warm meal a day and @ bonus payment. 


The Vali of Izmir who departed for Ankara at the 
end of January in order to disouss ourrent developments 
and conditions with Turkish Government authorities was 
delayed in returnin; to Izmir because of the severe 
storms which paralyzed all means of transportation for 
many days in this district. Upon his return he said 
that he had been «reatly perturbed to learn about the 
serious and diffioult oonditions which had been experi- 
enced in and arount Izmir because of the disastrous 
storms, and that he had done his best to arrange to 
gend necessary help in the form of repair crews and 


to 
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to furnish new and replacement equipment. He conveyed, 
too, the greetings of President Inonu and Prime 'inis- 
ter Saracoglu to the oltizens of Izmir. He further 
declered that he had been able to arrange for 9 now 
American automobile trucks to be allotted to lanir 
and near by towns as autobuses, as well as for 10 

tons of nails, and considerable supplies of cabot and 
woolen and cotton cloth, material for fishermen's 

nets and photographic supplies. Yinally, he announced 
that he had made the necessary arran;ements for the 
erection of 4 new school at Cesme and another at 
Pergama. 


Shortly after his return to Izmir, the Vali 
departed for a tour of inspeotion of the Meander valley 
district, in an endeavor to assess or estimate the 
amount of damage cause to this rioh agricultural area 
by the calamitous winter storns. 


Some unfavorable publicity was given in local 
circles to the reported fllegal financial activities 
of G, Beretta, a swiss citizen, formerly a representa- 
tive of the International Red Cross. ir. Beretta was 
well known in many oiroles in Izmir because of his 
relief activities on tiie near by Aegean 3en islands 
for which work he bused on Izmir. ‘ce rrding to the 
Yeports reaching Iamir,.:ir. Beretta was implicated 
with Hungarians and vermans in illegal exchange 
transactions centering at Istanbul, amounting to 
about 1,000,000 Turkish Lira. 


On February 14, 1945, considereble earthquake 
damage wag done at Foor, a highly fortified peninsula. 
Some houses were destroyed, and many were badly and 
@lightly damaged. 


Local announcements at the end of february, 
indioated that old and new air route services ure 
scheduled to commence operations on ‘March 15, 1945. 
The existing airplanes in this civilian service will 
be supplemented by three new passenger airplanes each 
Capable of carrying 22 passengers, which have recently 
been purchased from the United ‘itates. It is roported 
that the following routes will be in operation to and 
from izmir: 


1. snkara-I{stanbul-I[amir 
&. snkara-Afyon-Izmir-Burse. 
3. snkera-Bursa-~-lIznir-Afyon. 

To further aggravate the difficulties caused by 
the high cost of living in Izmir, there was un inorease 
of 60 kurus in tie cost of creamery butter, at the end 
of the month of February, 1945. 

ihe Vali announced that an appropriation of 289,000 


Turkish lira had been obtained for ths repair of the 
daportant izwir-Ceame road, that a distange of 


Spproxinately 
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proximately 15 kilometers on this highway would be 
veseizes immediately. i 


Plans for greater post war Iuuir indicate that 
@ new tourist hotel and a new City Hall will be 

and thet the present Gasino in the Culture Park will 
be razed and that the lerge central exhibition hall 
will be made into a casine and oafe. In addition, 

a City Market is planned. 


10 of the 20 classes mobilized in January 1945, 
for speoial military service for a period of 90 days, 
were declared to have been mobilised in error and all 
men of these classes were released from further mili- 
tary service. In loeal circles it waa stated that 
there was no mistake in mobilizing theee classes - 
that in view of the Yalta conference and the possible 
repercussions it was deemed advisable to have large 
forees mobilized to be prepared for any emergency 
or any contingency. 


The 25th reap gy) gsi ged the Opening of the Halk 
dvis was observed at I on February 25, 1945, with 
the announcement that other Halk Evi establishuents 
would be opened in the near future. 


%, 


Shioping Notes: 


During the month of ¥ebruaery several small Greek 
steamers called at the port of Izmir for the purpose of 
loading raisins for shipment to rort-said. The reisins 
in question were part of the 12,000 tons of raisins 
reocently purchased by British interests from the local 
TARIA (Agricultural Cooperative Society) and private 
local firms. 


Un February 10, 1945, a Turkish Government announce- 
mentfinformed all navigators thet in future all Turkish 
ships engaged in the coastwise traffic would henceforth 
be obliged to follow a course within the three mile limit 
of the Turkish ooast. It was reported in local reliable 
shipping circles that this new arran,ement had been made 
necessary because of the convoys of United Nations ships 
proceeding through the Aegean Jea to the Dardanelles and 
thence to Black Sea ports. It was asserted that the 
naval authorities commanding the escorting warships of 
such convoys had complained of the difficulties and 
delays which Turkish ships had caused them because of 
the inability of Turkish Masters to understand siznals 
and warnings to keep off of the course of the convoys. 


Throughout the month of February, there were many 
reports and rumors to the effect that rexular shipping 
service between Izmir and the United States would com 
menoe in «arch, 1945, Reports wers also put into oir- 
culation to the effect that similar shipping services 
would also soon be inaugurated between Izmir and “nelish 
ports and Izmir and Creek ports. 


The arrival in Izmir during the latter part of 
February, of two representatives of the United States 
war shipping Administration caused much comment and 
Sieasgalon, the concensus of opinion among port officials 
and local shippers being that the presence of these 
representatives in lamir presaged with certainty the 

;,arrivel of samerioan ships in this port. The represen- 
A f tives in question, sir. a. R. Sasseville and Captain 
fej i # Klepper discussed the shipping situation in deteil 

with looal shippers, particularly with the looal 
representatives of the smerioan tobacco companies and 
the representative of a large American Company import- 
ing licorice from this purt of Turkey. It was learned 
that there are lar,;e quantities of tobacco and licorice 
availeble in or near Izmir for immediate shipment to 
the United states and it was tentatively decided that 
american .iberty ships returning from Black 3ea vorts 
would call at Izmir and take on at least ballast oargo- 
perhaps from 1500 to 2000 tonsa on each call. Because 
of the time factor it would be almost impossible to 
load capacity cargoes, the ships in question being 
obliged to keep a definite and fast schedule principally 
because of convoy requirements. It 1s estimated that 
tne Amerioan tobacoo companies have about 10,000 tons 
of tobacco ready for shipment from .smir to the United 
states at this time, and that there are approximately 
15,000 tons of licorice also available at this port 
for iumediate shipment to the United States. 


Administration 
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the important American officials an other 
persons who visited and/or remmined in Izmir during the 
month of February were the following: 


Mr. Mithat Ozbes, Inspector of Is Bankasi, came to 
Iuair for the purpose of studying postwar economic con- 
ditions and possibilities and, upon the sugcestion of 
Mz. sawson, Commercial Attache at the "mbassy, Ankara, 
called at the Conaulate for an exchane of information. 


ay. Ozbes emphasized his particular interest in the 
future, long-term possibilities for Iumir (Aegean district) 
vobacco in the United states market, declaring that he 
believed even though strong competition from Ceece, Bulgaria 
and the U..3.5.R (Cauensus) might be experienced in postwar 
years, Izmir tobacco would always find a ood market in 
the United States. ie admitted that when the three countries 
mentioned oomence to supply United :itates and other markets, 
turkish tobacco prices are likely to fall to some extent. 
kr. Ozbes also manifested a certain interest in the like- 
iihood or the possibility of the UNRRA making purchases 
of Turkish products for export to and for the relief of 
near by -.uropean countries, 


Mr. Lorent, @ Jwiss representative, arrived in Izmir 
and galled upon the vayor of Iamir for the special purpose 
of discussing with the latter official the possibility of 
owes partiolpation in the Imair 1945 International Fair. 


~r. and .T8 a. Jeelye, members of the faculty of 

xoberts College at Istanbul (Kumeli Hissar) cane to Izmir 
for a stay of approximately one week during which tine 
they delivered lectures at the American Cirls' Collere 
&t Goztepe, 4 suburb of Izmir. They also gave 2 tea and 
reoeption at the Iumir valace ilatel for all local Robert 
Colleve Alumni. Jr. and lire iewlye stated that prior 
to their activities at kobert Colleve they had spent a 
period of about 1° yeare in jyria where they were like- 
Wise en.aged in educational activities. 


«iss Olive Greene and iss Luella \. Dunning arrived in 
izmir from the United states to take up teaching duties 
at tae smerioan Girls’ Volie.e at Uoztepe. Upon the 
departure of /rincipal iss udith #. “arsons for the 
Uuited states, ilss Greene will take over the duties as 
/Pinolpal of the institution. 


ar. W@lleoce elle willner, Jr., arrived in izmir 
voming from the United 3tates for the purpose of resuming 
\ his duties with tie smerioan Yobacco Company of the Orient, 
“{ucorporated, in Iaair. 


\ 


42-6. Re vasseville and Cantain Julius C. (lepper 
, Tepresentatives of the war ‘shipping Administration arrived 
‘ in lamir coming from igypt for tie purpose of surveying 
the local shipping situation. “©. Sasseville, the var 
onippin, administration representative for the Balkans 
after making a detailed survey anid forwarding a report 
thereof to his Administration departed for Istanbul- 
snkere-vairo-Athens. bees tor Klepper who has been 
— permanent representative of the ar “thipping 


-18- 


Administration in Ianiy made arrangements to take up 
permanent peukieuen an in this eity, 


My. Koka Berispek, styling hinself as 
returned to 


Chilean Consul to Ismir fold bs peg ge a trip to 
Kexisehix. | woke Derispex firet arrived ia Isair in 
fron and If, 


December, 1: coming Ankara ieemeate) My. 
Beriapek’ stated. sh gual Shat he had made satisfactory contracts 
er eer siete merece te 
b + ty 
after he from Isair for 


Chile. departed 
_— where he proposed to make further investi- 
gations and surveys. 
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dea) Reaction to Yalta Conference: 


The keen interest shown locally in the Yalta 
Conference was ec, gpg only to the public concern 
and uneasiness felt at the time of the Teheran Confer- 
ence at the end of 1943. Although no P ii po predicted 
that Turkey might be involved in hostilities as a 
result of the conference at Yalta, it was generally 
felt that the destinies of the Haikans and of 
were being discussed and deeided upon by the Big Three 
somewhere on the Black Sea coast. The usual rumors 
circulated to the effect that President Roosevelt and 
Prime iiinister Churehill had important talks with 
President Inonu before or after the Conference and 
that President Inonu hed been invited to tako part in 
the talks regarding the Near iiast. 


When the communique relative to thy results 
achieved at the Conference was published, the feeling 
expressed was that of general relief as there was no 
mention of Turkey in the commnique, and it was generul- 
ly felt that Preaier Churohill had sucoeedéd in per- 
suading Mershal Stalin to abandon Soviet aspirations 
with regard to Turkish territory and the Dardanelles. 
any observers had expressed the view that (reat Britain 
being conscious of her vital interesta in the “editerra- 
Bean would aot consent to Soviet influence and domination 
in turkey or “reece. Mr. Churehili's visit to Athens 
immediately after the Conference was interpreted as a 
further indication of Creat Britain's determination 
to keep the astern editerranean out of Soviet influence. 
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ii Reaction to | ey's Declara Way: 


The dramatic announcement made on the Ankara Radio 
in the midst of a news commentary at 8:42 p.m. on 
February 20, summoning all veputies to an extraordinary 
session of the Turkish Natio: Assembly on February 25, 
was received by the ,vmerel publio with great interest 
and much excitement. iiany persons believed that at 
this extraordinary session Turkey would declare war 
against Germany and Japan. However, there were a few 
persons who expressed the opinion that it was inconceiv- 
able that Turkey should declare war against Germany at 
a time when Cermany was defeated and that the summons 
about the urgent meeting of the Turkish National Assembly 
were related to the contemplated participation of Turkey 
in wae Arab Union, or in a larger "blook” comprising 
many Near and uiddie Lastern countries. There were also 
rumors to the effect that the soviet Covernment was 
urging the resignation of the Jaragoglu Cabinet and the 
formation of a new Turkish Government composed of 
members with leftist tendencies presumably under the 
leadership of Hasan 4li Yucel, the present ‘inister 
of sducation. On the morning of February 23, persons 
who had close contact with (nkara declared that they 
had definite information to the effect that at the 
meeting of the National Assembly on that dete, Turkey 
would declare war aralnst Cermany and Japan. When 
the announcement was made on the .inkarea Radio at 
7:20 p.m. on February 25, to the effect that the 
National «assembly had decided to deolere war against 
Germany and Japan, at the request of the &ritish 
Government, tie majority of the public was not sur- 
prised but disappointed. There were many Turks, in- 
Oludin, the members of the community with pronounced 
pro-Sritisn and pro-american tendencies who declared 
that to stab a defeated country was against the 
traditions of Turks, that such an act had never been 
committed in the history of Turkay, and that the 
present Turkish vovernment was also responsible for 
this blemish to be inherited by future Turkish gener- 
ations. There were other observers, however, who 
argued that the lurks, with the exception of actual 
fighting and bombing, had suffered all the hardships 
of war snd had put up a gallant front against tempting 
offers or intimidations of Germans at great sacrifices. 
they argued further that when the furkish Government 
was advised by creat Britain that iurkey would only be 
allowed to participate in the preparatory )eace confer- 
ence at san Francisco if Turkey had declared war 
against .ermany before Maroh 1, the ‘Turkish Government 
had no alternative, aud that in a similar situation no 
statesman could allow sentimental reasons to interfere 
with the vital interests of his country. 


deny persons speculated as to the part to be played 
by iurkish forces in the actual fightiny. There were 
turks who believed that the deoleration of war was only 
symbolic in character and that the Turkish forces would 
not be envaged in actual fighting. But there were also 
others who expressed the view that t»e Turkish Army and 
Navy would shortly be envaged in liberating the Dodecanese 


Islands 
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Telands from the Germans. NE ee 
ge pgs ag cen a Martell sen 
to fight remaining Germans in that country. 
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ines), Reaction to Suesesses on Burcpean Fronts: 


The local public was deeply impressed by the 
offensive undertaken late in the month by the American, 
Canadian and British forces on the Western Front and 
especially by the successes of the Soviet Armies 
earlier in the month in their advances towards Berlin. 
The large scale air raids on Berlin and on other Corman 
oities and military targets also caused much coment. 
As & has been the erie dg a large number of 
Turks expressed satisfaction with the recent successes 
of the United Nations due to their belief that these 
successes might lead to an early collapse of Cermany 
and that the war might end in the near future. ny 
Turks did not hesitate to express admiration for the 
fighting spirit and power of Germans who, they olaimed, 
although surrounded by three of the most powerful 
armies in the world and faced with an overwhelming 
superiority of arms and ammunition, were still putting 
up @ gallant fight. These Turks deplored the fact 
that the German mation was being led to destruction 

by their fanatical leaders who were continuing the 
fight for their personal safety. 
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the view that the War in the 
end before the hostilities in Rurope. 


ay 
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The dissatisfaction of the general publio in ~, 
connection with the internal policy of the Ankara a 
Government appears to heve increased during the last 
few veeks of February. Despite the new Law whioh was 
passed to the effect that to criticize the action of 
even a minor official is a punishable offense, and in 
spite of the vigilance and strict supervision of the 
secret police force, half concealed sarcastic remarks 
concerning the corruption amongst Government officials, 
the inefficient interference of the Covernment in the 
economic situation and the subsequent high cost of 
livin,, have often been heard even at such public 
places as on the street cars and at railway stations. 


Upon the declaration of the war avainst Sermany 
and Japan on february 23, a well known businessman 
stated that Turkey's entrance into the war in itself 
did not cause him any special concern, as even if 
Turkey enga.ed in active hostilities, she would be 
one of so many countries which are at war. iihat he really 
feared was the probability that with the declaration of 
war, a8 @ xcuse, the Covernment and its officials 
would be-more despotic, more. daterferring, more-corrupt 
»,and more arbitrary in their dealings.with the, public. 

according t6 this businessman any person who has re- 
lations and contact with tax, customs and other Covern- 
ment offioilals would doubt the sanity of a large number 
of these officials, unless he knew beforehand that he 
would fail to have th.ir services without paying for it. 
this businessman also complained that tie Ankara 
Government with its policy of "etatiame" which in 
application proved to be worse than communism, has left 
no sphere of free business enterprise, and a businessman 
has to devote 90 per cent of his time with Covernment 
officials to obtain their views, approvals or permissions 
for any transaction. 





4 local lawyer stated that during the last 22 years, 
so many laws (over 5,000) had been enacted by the National 
Assembly, to which so many Cabinet Decrees had been 
added, that, with the best system in the world it was 
not possible to maintain an index of the subject matter 
of all the laws, which in many instances, are contra- 
dictory in character. According to this lawyer, the 
clients now refuse to recounize the ability or specialty 
of an attorney in a partioular branch of law, but in- 
vestigate how intimate the attorney 1s with the Judge 
or high Government official before whom the case would 
be brought. 


A prominent doctor expressed the view that if the 
vestern Jemocracies really desired that the peoples of 
ail the countries in the world should enjoy freedom, 
they should abandon their apparent attitude of being 
deceived by talks on democracy on the part of the 
leaders of such countries as Turkey, and that leaving 
aside the old policy of noninterference with the in- 
ternal uetters of other countries, they should insist 
on ‘-ne enforcement of the principles of real Jemocracy 
all over the world. 


Ag ding 


=20= 


Acoording to this dootor the Minister of Health and 
the Under Secretary of the Jinistry of Health who 
have recently resigned, had made millions by cooper- 
ating with the holders of large stocks of pharma- 
ceutical products and by selling these products on 

the black market. A Deputy who recently arrived at 
Izmir from Ankara, after visiting many towns and 
villages in the Western Anatolia stated that the 
dissatisfaction with the Covernment in rural districts 
is intense, and nothing is being done by the Central 
Government to improve the situation. According to 
this Deputy, it is useless to bring the complaints 

of the public to the attention of President Inonu 

as the President, as far as the internal adminis- 
tration is concerned, is absorbed in his efforts 

to improve the Turkish language and Turkish music. 
This Deputy also states that the President being 
surrounded by parasites and hypoorites such as the 
ditor of the newspaper Ulus, already believes that \ 
he is a greater man than the late Ataturk and desires 
to enforce “reforms" in the manner of his predecessor, ~.., 
and that although almost incapable of hearing any 
kind of music, Iamet Inonu pretends a preference for 
Western musio as a further step for the "westerniza- 
tion" of iurkey. <Acoording to this observer the 
attempts to change the Turkish language by abandoning 
the words of Arabio and Persian ori;in which had been 
used by Turks for centuries ere ridioulous, and the 
new “made up" words are ugly and difficult to re- 
member, and if really adopted by the younger generation, 
as advocated by the Government, there will be so many 
differences in the language between old and young 
generations that in fifteen years, a father who cannot 
learn the new words easily, may be obliged, in many 
instances, to talk to his son through an interpreter. 


Ellis A. Johnson 
Amerioan Vice Consul. 
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Required Report - Prepared in compliance with letter 
from Embassy, Ankara, dated 17, 
1941, and Note 28, Section VI-1 of 
the Foreign Service Regulations. 


Sources: 
Taterviews with: 


Local and visiting Government officials. 

Consular Colleagues. 

Local businessmen - native end foreign. 

Local and transient journalists. 

Local press and published information, 
data and statistios. 

Personal observation and investigation. 


Distribution: 


Original and copy to imbassy, Ankara. 
Copy to Consulate General, Istanbul. 
Copy to Consulate, Iskenderun. 

Copy to Consulate, Adana. 
“Copy to Division of Near dastern Affairs. 
Copy to Division of Commeroial Policy. 
Copy to Files. 
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The Honengble 
«The Secretary of State, | _ 
Washington. i 
: 
I have the honor to report herend th two Bampled (with. ms 


variant versions) of current Turkish political comment as 
expressed in popular doggerel, whispered from Turk to Turk 
and now generally known at both Ankara and Istanbul. 


The first concerns the former Minister of Finance, 
Mr, Fuad Agrali, whose retirement from the Cabinet last 
September (my despatch no. 833, October 14, 1944) was said 
to have been forced by President In&nti because of his close 
relationship with a singer of the Ankara Broadcasting Station, 
named Perihan Altindag who - according to popular report - 
was (and still is) Mr. Agrali'’s mistress. 


Mr. Agrali was also under severe public criticism 
because of his alleged speculative activities in the olive 
oil market, in which he, General Kazim Orbay (the Turkish 
Chief of General Staff) and Mr. Abdulhalik Renda (the 
President of the Grand National Assembly) are said to have 
a corner. These three associates, all of Balkan origin, 
are said to have received olive vineyards near Izmir at the 
time of the exchange of populations between Greece, Bulgaria 
and Turkey; the lands allotted to them formerly belonged to 
Greeks of Anatolian origin who in the exchange went to Greece, 


This verse goes in Turkish as follows: 


wo "Sabun ve zeytinyag 
Perihan altinda!" 


In translation: 


"Soap and olive oil 
Are under Perihan's control!” 
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A variant of this, in which Mr. Agrali's wife gives 
him the choice of abandoning his mistress or having the 
malpractices of his olive oil speculations exposed, goes as 
follows in Turkish: 


"Ya sabun zeytinyag, 
Ya Perihan Altindag!" 


In translation: 


"Either soap and olive oil, 
Or Perihan Altindag!" 


The second verse is a general description of the current 
political and economic situation in "InSnfi Tirkiyesi" (In&nftl's 
Turkey"): 


"Memur darda 

K6ylu barda 

Taccar kfrda 

Muteahhit ihtikarda 

Bagvekil hovarda 

Ve Cfimhur Reisi Konservatuvarda!" 


In translation: 


"The Government official's hard up, 

The villager sits in the night clubs, 

The tradesman is making money, 

The contractor is profiteering, 

The Prime Minister is a gay fellow, 

4nd the President of the Republic spends 
his time at the Music Conservatory 
concerts$" 


A variant of this is a parody of the Moslem call to 
prayer sung by the mezzin from the minaret of each mosque 
five times a day, summoning the faithful to perform their 
ritual obligations. In the parody, soap, sugar, cloth and 
ration coupons are references to the "material help” program 
which the Saracoglu Government has instituted for Government 
employees. The text in Turkish is as follows: 


"Ismet uludur! 
Iemet uludur! 


"Memrlar Saracoglunun kulwur} 


"Eaydi memurlar sabuna? 
Haydi memurlar gekere! 
Eaydi memurlar kumaga’. 
Haydi memurlar kupona! 


"Ticcar kérda, 

Zfrra barda, 

Saracoglu hovarda, 

Ismet In&nfl Konservatuvarda!" 


Ine see 
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In translation: 


"Iemet (InGnfl) is great! 
Iemet is great! 


"The Government officials are 
Saracoglu's lackeys! 


"Quick, officials, to the soap! 

Quick, officials, to the sugar! 

Quick, officials, to the cloth! 

Quick, officials, to the ration coupons! 
"The tradesman's making money, 

The peasant's sitting in the night clubs, 
Saracoglu's a gay fellow, 


Ismet InSnfi spends his time at the Music 
Conservatory Concerts!" 


Respectfully yours, 


Ceececees ee : 
Iaurence A. Steinhardt 


REG/gm 


cc: 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


File No. 800 


To the Department in Original and Hectograph. 
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Subject: Hight Publications Banned by Turkish A 
Conncil of Ministers. 





The Hoadrable 
ay The Secretary of State 
a Washington. 
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With reference to my despatch 990/of January 9, 1948; | \t 
regarding a pamphlet suppressed by the Turkish Government, ; : 
I have the honor to state that the following notice, given 


in translation, wes published in the Turkish-language news- 
paper, AKGAM HABERLERI, of Ankara on February 23, 1945: s 


"The Council of Ministers has decided to ban the follow- 
ing eight useless and harmful books, printed at various ‘ 
Istanbul printing-houses and being sold. They are: Yedi 
Kale Cengi (The Battle of the Seven Fortresses); Hazreti 
Ali Muhuru Suleyman Peginde (Holy Ali in Quest of Solomon's 
Seal); Hayber Kalesi Cenkleri (The Battle of Hayber Fortress); 
Muhammed Halife Cengi (the Battle of Mohammed and His Succescor); 
Hazreti Ali ve M@lik-i-Egter Cengi (The Battle of Holy Ali and 
Malik-i Bgter); Seyfil Yuzen (Stories of Seyfilyuzen); Hazreti 
Ali ve Amr-ibn-iT-as (Holy Ali and the Bnir Ibn-il-as); Toprak 
Kokusu (The Smell of Harth)." 








With the exception of the final title "Toprak Kokusu", 
all the above books have as their subject spectacular events 
and Campaigns in the life of the Prophet Mohammed and his 
close followers, particularly Ali, the fourth Caliph. Thege 
include, for example, the capture of the Jewish settlement | 
of Khaibar, the Battle of the Camel, the Battle of Suffeyn, 
and the treacherous negotiations between Ali and Moawiya. 
These hazy historic events have long been the nucleus of the 
mythical narratives and epic legends of Islam. Purticularly 
Ali bin Abu Talib, one of the Prophet's first disciples, has 
occupied in Islamic folklore a position somewhat analogous to 
that of Hercules in Greek legends, because of the bravery he 
displayed in accomplishing the many arduous tasks imposed ,; 
either by the Prophet or by the cause of Islam. Reading 
material of this type is reported always to have been popular in 
Turkey. Books elaborating on these tales, published either anony- 
mously or by obscure authors, usually have found a ready market 
among the more unsophisticated element of the population, parti- 
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Because the books banned belong to this type of semi- 
religious literature, it seems probable that the suppression 
has been prompted by the wish of the Government authorities 
to put an end to the continued dissemination of myths and 
historieally questionable information on Islam, liable to 
foster religions fanaticism and possibly even racial antag- 
onisms. It should not be forgotten that one of the six 
fundamental points of Turkish national organization, as stated 
in the Constitution, is the laicism of the State. The Govern- 
ment may feel that such reading matter tends to keep alive ina 
broad section of the population beliefs and an outlook incom 
patible with the materialist frame of mind of present Turkey. 
In view of a recent ban imposed on several books of a leftist 
trend, it furthermore seems possible that the above prohibition 
is intended to compensate for that action and spare the Govern- 
ment from being charged with bias against the left. 


The Embassy is informed that none of the above books now 
banned, have much value from a literary or historical standpoint. 
Many other volumes having a religious trend or depicting the 
history of Islam remain on sale in the Turkish book shops. 


With regard to the eighth book banned, "Toprak Kokusu” 
("The Smell of Earth"), this is reported to be a 1944 novel in 
the realistic style which depicts the less pleasant aspects of 
life in an Anatolian town. It has been observed that Turks in 
authority are inclined to dismiss as Communistic propaganda any 
work portraying misery and suffering among their fellow Turks, 
but the Embassy is informed by reliable Turkish literary critics 
that technically this work cannot be classified as leftist 
literature. The book is reported to have outspoken literary 
merit but its suppression was caused by the theme end by its un- 
conventional and forceful style. Written by Mig Regat, a 
relatively unknown author, the book was published by the Semih 
Latfi Press, one of Istanbul's outstanding publishing houses. 


It should be emphasized that the above speculatiois regarding 
the reasons for the suppression of these eight books are not based 
on any official statement by the Turkish authorities. The laws 
under which the Council of Ministers have power to effect such 
suppression do not enumerate the reasons upon which such action 
must be based, and it is not customary for the Government to 
explain in detail to the parties concerned or to the public the 
reasons for suppression of publications. Only a formal explana- 
tion that the books in question are harmful, objectionable, or 
valueless is usually given. 


Respectfully yours, 





Ieurence A. 
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Article 190 of the lilitary Procedure Code, it is 
legally impossiole to determine the penalties for 
these acts. Their case is to be taken to the 
Superior Court for review. Since all suspects 
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arainst their sentences the time nlreedy spent in 
detention." 


Respectfully vours, 


L. 


L. 
Charré dtaffaires ad intern 


t 


ec: Division of .ear onastern Affati 


bile :o. 800 


To the Lenartrent in Oririnal and Hectocraph 


867 .00/4-1.74,5 
CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 


New Turkish Decree Defining Functions and Powers of 
inspectors General. 


EMS 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See .....__#1201 


~~ Despatch, telegram, instruction, loliet, sta) 

; From Ankara 
Dated ____. April 17,1945 000000. 10 //| 
File No. B07 20MW/b-17N5 mn 


U, 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1—1540 





/ EP ARTMENT INCOMING: >: DIVISION OF 


OF ° CENTRAL SERVICES - 
STATE F 


Ty. 


TELEGRAM 








SECTION 





TELEGRAR 
rk ) Zz 


GcK-808 


I xfs 


CERN aang Prec'd 10:41 a.m 


SEP ARTMENT OF STATE 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. ON Of 


BN AFFAL 








1217, Seventeenth 


Press for April 15 published Cairo despatch dated 












gril 5 headed: "In Turkey They =Incoourage Fascist 


S. 


tivities". 





i Despatch states that sentences handed down in trial 


23 Pon-Turks recently completed in Istanbul were most 


SrLie-P/G0° 498 


Enient in histcry of Turkish justice. It declares thet 
an 2 
Gvicence and confessions cf accused established their 
membership in anti-Gcovernment secret societies and closer 


connections with German embassy. dJccused allegedly 





advecatsed attack on Soviet Union and seizure of Soviet 


_ 
f 


OU 


territcrye And yet, states despatch, leader of accusec, 





Tosan, was sentenced to enly ten years imprisonment. 













aa B ‘ 
‘a : a 
@ i] sentences of «ther persons are givene 

v : ize! 
a) : Judgment of court "was greeted by lack of comprehension 
8 :] ane indigns <p pronressive Turkish political circles" 
a 7: nec indignat meas broer s u po ie 

: iy pe F XK Ue a. YY. 

co 3 i] Turkish dep cratic circlés\ concludes despatch, r@§[erd 

4 é P % f " ' 

= 
___ 6 _/ sentence as 





-2- j1217, Seventeenth, from Moscow 


sentence as indication that activity hostile to Soviet 
Union carried on by Pan-Turks will continue in future 
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Washington 


555, April 18, 4 p.m. 
Burhan Belge, Turkish Liberal journalist and 
radio speaker, has advised officers of the Embassy 
(REEMBS despatch 1107/ Veron 5). thet he has been ine 
formed that he will no longer deliver his weekly radio 
political commentary because of his talk last week on 
Russian-Turkish relations in which he states he as-— 
serted that good feeling between the two countries coulda 
only be based on mutual recognition of value of both 
resolutions and on mutual accommodation and good-will. 
Belge believes that actio& against him was taken at = 
‘ < 3 
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President's Inonu's order following widespread Yavor-% = 
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able comments on his specch in popular and argti- 
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IT have the honor to report that on April 8, 1945 
the Embassy received information from a reliable Istanbul 
source to the effect that a considerable number of people 
in that city had been taken into police custody on the 
charge of engaging in subversive communistic agitation. 
Best known of those stated to have been arrested was 
Madame Sabiha Sertel, wife of the editor of the newspaper 
TAN, 


On April 12th, this same source reported that a 
good many of the persons who had been taken into custody 
had been released, and that among these was Madame 
Sertel. Efforts to confirm the arrest of Madame Sertel 
and the other persons, and the subsequent release of some 
of them, have been unsuccessful. In fact, on April llth 
a member of the staff of the Military Attache spoke with 
Madame Sertel by telephone at her home. Luring the 
conversation, Madame Sertel indicated that she had not 
been arrested. This descrepancy cannot be explained 
other than by the fact that the Turkish Secret Police 
frequently disseminate rumors designed to reach the ears 
of the persons concemed to the effect that they have 
been arrested, tms causing such persons to behave more 
cautiously. 


Madame Sertel is a graduate of Columbia University 
and the mother-in-law of Frank O'Brien, Associated Press 
Correspondent, who was in Turkey until a month ago, and 
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is now in Cairo. She has also been pro-democracies and hag_ 


the local reputation of having leftist views. She hag 
been contributing a daily article to TAN since its 
reappearance three weeks ago. Summaries of her articles 
published on March 28th, 30th and Slst, which are likely 
to have caused the resentment of the Turkish authorities, 
were given in the Embassy's press telegram No. 483 of 
April 9, 1945, 17-916 I ge ype , 
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of three Istanbul newspapers, VATAN, TASVIRI EFKAR and 
TAN. As reported at that time, the lifting of the ban 
on those newspapers probably represented a maneuver by 
the Turkish Government to rid itself of the embarrassment 
of having a newspaper under suspension at the time the 
San Franoisco Conference was convening. Obviously, it 
did not represent any sincere desire on the part of the 
Turkish Goverment to encourage freedom of discussion. 

An additional example of this fact may be seen in the 
recent decision to suspend the radio broadcasts of Burhan 
Belge, an official of the Directorate General of Press and 
Publications, and a well-known Turkish radio commentator 
and newspaper man (See Embassy's telegram No. 536, dated 
April 18, 1945). / 

1b 4 YG — 

It is worth mentioning in this general connection, 
that rumors reach the Embassy from time to time of arrests 
of alleged communists, especially students, by the Emniyet 
(Turkish Secret Police). The Embassy has been informed 
by several reliable sources, including a veteran American 
newspaperman, that the Emniyet makes frequent use of the 
Agents Provecateursto cause assemblages of university 
students, Oo are then arrested and put to torture with a 
view to extracting confessions and the names of their 
associates. These sources agree that only the minority of 
the students thus arrested may be labelled communists 
and that most of them attend the meetings simply to manifest 


their discontent with the undemocratic nature of the present 
Turkish regime. 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Chargé d'Affaires ad interim 


ohn Evarts Horner 
Thi Secretary of Embassy 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


With reference to the Bnbassy's despatch no./ 1206 : 
of April 19, 1945, mentioning the reported arrest of /,(.' ij 
Mrs. Sebiha Sertel, and to the Bnbassy's telegram no/ doz 
of March 24, 1945, reporting the anticipated reappearance 
of the suspended newspapers TAN, VATAN, and TASVIRI EFKAR, 

I have the honor to forward herewith summaries of two 
editorials by Mr. Zekeriye Sertel which appeared successively 
on April 19 and 20, 1945, in the Istanbul newspaper TAN under 
1/-2/ the title, "How Does Turkey Look from the Outside?" Mr. Sertel 
uses an article called "Does Democracy Exist in Turkey?" 
which appeared in an American magazine called ASIAAND THE 
AMERICAS as basis for his own lightly veiled criticisms of 
Turkish "freedoms" and the absence of real liberty in the 
country. The articles are so cleverly worded and are so 
challenging to the established order here that there has 
been heard repeatedly the prediction of a speedy re-suspension 
of TAN and even the possible imprisonment of its editor-in- 





chief. 
Respectfully yours, r 
BL U4 . Packer, 
Chargé d'affaires ad interim. 
Enclosures: 


1l-Z/ Translation of article 
entitled "How Does Turkey 
look from the Outside" from™ 
TAN, April 19 and 20, 1945.) 
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Enclosure 1/ to despatch no. 1221 dated April 25, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, Turkey on the subject 
of liberal Turkish Journalist Sertel discusses in TAN 
way Turkish "Democracy" looks from abroad. 


Source: TAN, Istanbul, 
April 19, 1945. 


TRANSLATION 


"How Does Turkey Look from the Outside?" 


by . 
M. Z. Sertel 


Since the world has become so small and since it is 
impossible for any nation to live in isolation within its 
own frontiers, no country can afford to remain indifferent 
to the judgment passed on it by the outside world. How does 
Turkey look from the outside? What do foreigners think about 
our country? What is the impression made outside by Turkey 
in a period where democracy is highly in favor and every 
opinion expressed in regard to a nation is measured in the 
terms of its attachment to the principles of democracy? 


It is possible to find a reply to the above questions 
in an article entitled "Does Democracy Exist in Turkey?" 
which appeared in the American periodical ASIA AND THE AMERICAS. 
The author is an American who spent about five years in Turkey 
and who is familiar with our language, our laws and our customs. 
We do not claim that the author in his views and judgments is 
right in every respect, but since it conveys to us an idea of 
how Turkey appears to the outer world, the article in question 
deserves to be read and examined with close attention. 


(The editorial of the TAN thereupon reproduces excerpts 
from this article in which it is pointed out that although the 
government in Turkey is’a government for the people, it is as 
yet not being run exclusively by the people but that, despite 
the non-existence of an opposition, certain efforts are being 
made to introduce democratic political methods). 


We propose to dwell on the observations and opinions of 
this American author in our article tomorrow. 


Enclosure 2/ to despatch no. 1221 dated April 25, 1945, 
from the AmedDican Embassy, Ankara, Turkey on the subject 
of liberal Turkish journalist Sertel discusses in TAN 
way Turkish "Democracy" looks from abroad. 


Source: TAN, Istanbul, 
April 20, 1945, 


TRANSLATION 


"How Does Turkey Look from the Outside?" 


by 
M. Z. Sertel 


The Constitution defines the form of the government of 
Turkey as a republic and at the same time specifies that this 
provision may under no circumstances whatsoever be amended. 

But it must be kept in mind that the same form of government 

is not applied in every country necessarily in the same manner. 
Indeed, the democratic regimes enforced in the world since the 
French revolution have manifested themselves in different forms 
in different countries. English democracy differs considerably 
from the American democracy. Likewise, the democratic regime 
in France and the next-door neighbor Switzerland have developed 
in quite different directions. Consequently, Turkish democracy 
may in no way be compared with American and British democracies. 
In fact, measured according to American standards, it would be 
difficult to believe in the existence of a democratic regime 

in Turkey eve 


Nevertheless, it must be conceded that every regime has 
certain specifie characteristics which have to be adopted and 
applied everywhere as they are. For example, one of the essential 
features of democracy is freedom. Indeed, where freedom of 
opinion, of speech, of creed and of assemblage do not prevail, 
one can hardly talk about the existence of a democratic regime. 
Furthermore, in countries where there is no freedom of press 
and publication, there can be no freedom of opinion and speech, 
The Constitution has confirmed and guaranteed all these rights. 
However, it is quite a difficult task to explain to an American 
who, in his efforts to determine the form of government pre~ 
vailing in a country does not look at the Constitution but at 
life itself, that the press may be guided and directed and that 
there are reasons which meke prejudicial the open and free dis- 
cussion of national problems in parliament and abroad. In his 
opinion liberty of speech, opinion, conscience end the right 
to assemble are sacrosanct and may for no reason whatever be 
curtailed. Countries not observing these freedoms are in the 
eyes of an American not democratic. 


The American author (of the article referred to yesterday 
and which appeared in the periodical ASIA AND THE AMERICAS) 
admits that democracy has to undergo a process of evolution in 
Turkey. According to him, if the new generation which has re- 
ceived a republican education comes to power in the future, 


democracy e « « 
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democracy may develop in Turkey, but if the administration is headed 
by elements who prior to the war have received a Nazi training, then 
these people may lead Turkey backwards. 


Let us not feel irritation over these observations of this American 
author. On the contrary, let us be grateful to him for giving us an 
idea how Turkey looks to a foreigner when viewed objectively. Just 
as in the case of individuals, nations may find out only thus what 
their shortcomings are. 
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I have the honor to enclose a memorandum of 
conversations which I had on April 25 and April 
27, 1945, with Mr. Nurullah Sumer, Acting Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, covering a variety of subjects 
of current interest in American-Turkish relations. 
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5: é Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1237, of 
April 30, 1945, from American Embassy, 
Ankara, Turkey. 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATIONS 


Subjeste: Interim Agreement on International Civil 
Aviation; The 40% Premium on the Dollar; 
Lack of Cooperation on the part of Turkish 
Military Authorities with the Embassy and 
ATC; Three DC-3 Type Planes for the Turkish 

oom . State Airways; Export Tax; Turkish-Russian 

_— Relations; Turkish-Briti{sh Agreement; 
Turkish-American Economic Relations 


Participants: M. Nurullah Sumer, Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and 


E. L. Packer, Chargé d'Affaires ad interim 
Place: Ministry of Fordgn Affairs 
Date: April 25 and 27, 1945. 


April 25, 1945 


I called on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
this morning and discussed with him the following matters: 


1. Turkey's acceptance of the Interim Agreement on 
International Civil Aviation adopted at the Chicago 
Conference. I went over with the Minister briefly the 
substance of an Aide Memoire based on the Department's 
circular telegram of April 16, leaving the original of the 
Aide Memoire with him. He said that he was not familiar 


with this subject, but would ascertain the facts and let me 
know tomorrow. 


2. The 40% premium on the dollar. I handed the 
Minister the substance of the text of telegram no. 48, 
April 24, from Vice Consul Johnson at Izmir, which had just 
been decoded*, The Minister was very much astcnished at the 
attitude of the Takas Office at Izmir, and immediately mace 
a telephone call and then told me that he had Girected that 
instructions be issued immediately by telephone to Izmir to 
grant the premium to the American Tobacco Company. 


I took occasion to hand him a copy of the English text 
of my letter of April 3, 1945, to Mr. Erkin regarding 
premium matters (copy enclosed; the letter actually sent 
was a translation into French). He asked Mr. Esin, who is 


in charge 


% The Takas (Compensation) Office at lzmir had declined to 
Brant the premium on a transfer of dollars belonging to the 
American Tobacco Company. 
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» Samp charge of the matter*, to come to his office. They con- 


‘ged a short time in Turkish, subsequent to which Mr. 
¢r informed me that Mr. Esin felt, as did he, that our 
west for the premium on the various commercial services 
\f tioned in my letter to Mr. Erkin should be granted; that 
7 matter was now before the Ministry of Commerce, which 
drawing up its views on the whole subject, and that he 
h@ped. to be able to give me some further information on this 
subject tomorrow. Mr. Esin said that one of the difficulties 
arose out of the fact that various papers submitted in con- 
nection with individual applications for the premium did not 
clearly show the nature of the transactions or that the 
charges involved had accrued subsequent to the adoption of 
the premium. I pointed out that we were having repeated 
difficulties with the local authorities in Istanbul and 
particularly at Izmir with regard to the granting of the 
premium. 


“ 3. Lack of cooperation on the part of the Turkish 
military authorities with the Embassy and Ajo. 1 stated 
that the third subject which I wished to discuss with the 
Minister was one which I thought rather important. I then 
went over with him point by point the eleven items listed 
under letters A and B on the attached sheet, dealing with 
the courtesies which we had extended to the Turkish military 
and other authorities. Before I was able to mention the 
items listed on page 2 under headings C, D, and E, the 
Minister said that he wished to express his thanks and 
appreciation for the courtesies enumerated under A and B, 

I then took up item 1 under heading C. He expressed 
surprise that permission had been refused to permit the 
plane to fly to Istanbul with Congressman Dirksen. We 

then considered Item 2, and he asked what had happened 
regarding the plane. I said that I was greatly embarrassed 
to have to say that, notwithstanding the Turkish government's 
refusal to permit the plane to land, it had nevertheless 
arrived yesterday; and that upon learning that fact, I had 
sent a very strong telegram of protest to both Cairo and 
Washington. I said that the only explanation I could offer 
for ATC's action in this matter was that when General Ritter 
was recently here from Cairo he hed called with our Military 
Attaché on the Turkish Chief of Staff, who had assured 
General Ritter that he wished to cooperate with and extend 
every courtesy to ATC; that I assumed, although I did not 
know the facts, that Generd Ritter, on the basis of the 
personal assurances from the Turkish Chief of Staff of co- 
operation with him, believed that some mistake must have 
been made with regard to the refusal for permission for this 
special plane to land, and had consequently directed that 
the plane proceed. 


I remarked that I was somewhat distressed that Turkey, 
now an ally, was unwilling to allow an occasional American 
special plane -- additional to the three regular planes 
each week -~ to land in Turkey. The Minister remarked that 
Turkey was not yet an ally, but that he hoped that he and I 


would 


* Mr. Bsin is Aeting Director General of the Department of 


Commercial and Economic Affairs. 


3 


would soon make it one. 


- At this point the Minister's telephone rang, and he 
stated that the President of the Republic had asked to 
se@e him at once, and that he consequently must excuse 
himself. He informed me that he would be glad to see me 
tomorrow and would let me know at what hour I might call. 
Upon leaving, he said that he wished to assure me that I 
could count on his friendly cooperation in all matters 
at any and all times, and asked me to come directly to 
him in connection with any matter at any time. 


April 27, 1945 


I called on Mr. Sumer at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs again this morning to resume our conversation 
of April 25 which had been interrupted. 


3. (Continued) After a few preliminary remarks, 
the Minister referred to the phrase "lack of cooperation" 
in the heading of item C of the enclosure. He said he 
thought this was not an accurate term. I laughed and said 
that I would be glad to change the term if he could 
suggest something else to describe what I had in mind in 
stating that "lack of cooperation" from our point of view 
did describe the attitude of the Turkish military 
authorities. I then took up Item 3 under heading C and 
stated that we had received information that the military 
authorities had requested the Turkish Civil Airways 
officials at the airfield used by ATC to avoid making 
friends with the ATC officials. I then mentioned the "red 
tape" aspects of Item 4, stating that it seemed to require 
rather unnecessary work for the Embassy to send three 
notes a week requesting permission for ATC planes to land 
when in principle the schedule of three planes a week had 
been approved. The Minister asked if we objected to sending 
the notes. I said that I did not wish to go as far as that, 
since we were of course willing to send the notes if they 
were actually required, but that I thought thet if the 
matter were given consideration a way might be found to 
avoid the sending of the notes. Mr. Sumer stated that he 
could assure me that all of the difficulties which we were 
having with military authorities in connection with ATC 
operations would be straightened out immediately. 


With reference to heading D, I stated that what I 
had in mind was whether the Turkish military authorities 
desired to cooperate with us in such matters am the opera- 
tion of the ATC services in Turkey and beyond, adding that 
there were a number of difficulties which I might wish to 
take up with him later in detail; that one of these was 
the question of the taxation on certain services such as 
telegrams, etc., sent by ATC; that another was the question 
of the admission of ATC supplies and equipment. 


With 


. a 
With reference to heading E, I stated that as the 

Mimister probably knew, some technicalities had arisen 
in this matter that had not yet been straightened out. 
He asked if the planes could not be taken over by the 
pe government. I said that I did not think they 

mild.be taken over at this time; that a case might be 
made out, in view of the fact that Turkey is now an ally 
of the United States for the planes to be handed over to 
the American Government. 


4. Three DC-3 Type planes for the Turkish State 
rways. I then informed the Minister that 1 had 


spoken to Mr. Esin yesterday about a matter of some 
urgency, namely, the question of Turkey's teking up the 
three DC-~3 type planes which had been allotted to the 
Turkish State Airways by the Interdepartmental Committee 
on Surplus Aircraft Disposal. I said the matter required 
prompt action. Mr. Sumer said that he hed just issued 
instructions to pay *450,000 for these planes. 


5. Export Tax. I then mentioned the export tax 
difficulties which the Glenn Tobacco Company in Izmir 
is having, and left with him an Aide Memoire on the 
subject. The question raised was whether the tax should 
be 10% or 11%. The Minister said the tax was 11%. He 
said that he would see that the necessary instructions 
were issued promptly to the Turkish authorities in Izmir 
in order that the matter might be disposed of. 


6. The 40% premium on the dollar. The Minister 


then stated that he had spoken again to Mr. Esin concerning 
the question of the premium on the dollar and that I should 
receive very soon a letter which would give us practically 
everything we had requested. I expressed my appreciation. 


7. Turkish-Russian Relations. I then askej what 
Mr. Sumer could tell me about Turkish-Russian relations. 
He said that there had been no reaction from the Russian 
side to the Turkish note indicating Turkey's willing- 
ness to discuss the question of the Treaty of I'riendship 
and Neutrality, and that he did not suppose that there 
would be any move from the Russian side until after 
Molotov's return from the San Francisco Conference. 


8. Turkish-British Agreement. JI then asked him 
if there was anything he could tell me about the current 
Turkish-British negotiations in London. He said that he 
had a telegram from Mr. Acikalin frou which it appeared 
that "the negotiations might have gone better". He 
said they were expecting the text of the agreement -- 
probably today. 


‘ 9. Turkish-American economic relations. He then 
said that he wished that a Turkish financial and trade 
mission might be sent to the United States. He said it 


was his 


Be 


was bis personal desire and his government's desire to 
establish permanent and mutually profitable economic and 
commercial relations with the United States; that Turkey 
would, however, be unable to pay in cash for all the 
American goods which she wished to buy -- this included 
machinery and other producers goods needed in connection 
with Turkey's industrialization; that despite efforts to 
inerease Turkish exports to the United States to pay for 
American goods, Turkey would undoubtedly need a credit 
for two or three years to finance purchases in the United 
States. He said that there must be Turkish products other 
than tobacco and dried fruits which the United States 
might buy. I said that we had had some indication that 
the United States might be interested in buying Turkish 
chrome or copper if Turkish prices were realigned to 
conform to world prices. He stated that of course Turkey 
would have to make some price readjustment. I said that 
the price readjustments would have to be drastic if they 
were to be brought into line with world prices. He 
inquired whether I thought there was any hope that Turkey 
‘could receive such credits, I inquired what amount he 
had in mind. He replied that he could furnish this 
information at a later date after further study and stated 
that the figure would be a realistic one and not exaggerated. 
I commented that I thought it was important that the figure 
should not be exaggerated; that we had had some experience 
with the Turkish military authorities whose requests for 
supplies had been highly exaggerated. He stated that as 
long as he was a member of the government he would push the 
development of Turkey's economic and commercial ties with 
the United States. 


I remarked that I frankly thought that at the present 
time it was too early to send a financial and trade mission 
to the United States, but that I thought that undoubtedly 
such a mission could profitably go to the United States at 
a later date. I added that speaking entirely personally, 

I thought it not unlikely that with the possible aid of 
the Export-Import Bank, which I believed might soon be 
given increased powers and increased financial resources, 
and of private credits, some financial assistance to 
Turkey might be forthcoming. 


Mr. Sumer said that he hoped ne coul* go into this 
matter with me at greater length at a later date, particularly 
if I thought it at all probable that credits of the nature 
he had mentioned might be forthcoming. I said that I would 
- endeavor to ascertain Washington's views in the matter. 


I surmised that he would like to head the proposed 
mission. 





E. L. P. 


Annex 1/ - English text of letter to 
Acting Secretary General of 
the Foreign Office 


Annex 2/ - Outline of subjects discussed 
with Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 


No. 1 to 
andum of Conversations 
ENGLISH TEXT FOR TRANSLATION April 3, 1945. 
INT 


Dear Feridun Bey: 


With reference to recent conversations between your- 
self and Ambassador Steinhardt concerning the granting of 
the 40% premium on United States dollars brought into 
Turkey, I may say that, just prior to his departure from 
Ankara, Ambassador Steinhardt suggested that I invite 
your attention to a decision (decision No. 35) which was 
reached on March 12, 1945, by the Committee for the 
Regulation of Commercial Payments and which appears 
radically to modify Article 1 of the announcement of the 
Ministry of Commerce granting the premium on the dollar 
as of November 15, 1944. If I am correctly informed, the 
decision referred to will adversely affect American 
interests in respect of Turkish export goods purchased 
with dollars brought into Turkey, in that the premium will 
be granted only upon certification that the dollars in 
question are not being expended for other purposes than 
the purchase of Turkish export articles. The decision 
also apparently restricts the granting of the premium ex- 
clusively to dollars brought into Turkey for the purchase 
of Turkish export goods to be exported to the United 
States. 


As you are aware, the United States Commercial 
Company, which as an agency of the United States Govern- 
ment operates in Turkey under the jurisdiction of the 
Embassy, is the owner of considerable stocks of goods 
purchased in Turkey which it desires to export abroad, 
some to the United States, some elsewhere. The United 
States Commercial Company, in connection with its prepara= 
tion for the exportation of these goods, is compelled to 
make currently expenditures of considerable variety (such 
as storage and warehouse charges; services for cleaning, 
sorting, appraising, packing, etc.; charges for handling, 
hauling, transporting, loeding, unloading, etc.; telegraph 
charges; banking charges and commissions; salaries and 
wages of various kinds; various taxes, including export 
taxes) all of which are the direct, result of the ownership 
by the United States Commercial Company of the export goods 
in question. These current expenditures would seem to fall 
clearly within the category of "commercial services and 
other commercial transactions" on which, under the terms 
of Paragraph 3 of the announcement of the Ministry of 
Commerce concerning the granting of the premium on and 
after November 15, 1944, the premium of 40% was intended 


to be 


His Excellency 
Feridun Cemal Erkin, 
Acting Secretary General, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Ankara. 


to be grantec. It would therefore appear that decision 
No, 35 of the Committee for the Regulation of Commercial 
Payments, as indicated above, radically circumscribed 
the intent of the original announcement. 


&@ you probably know, Mr. Milton Winn, Attaché of 
the Embassy, who is the Special Agent of the United 
States Commercial Company in Turkey, and I have both 
recently spoken to Mr. Seyfullah Esin, Acting Director 
General of the Department of Commercial and Consular 
Affairs of the Ministry, with regard to difficulties 
which the Company has experienced in obtaining the 40% 
premium on dollars brought into Turkey for expenditures 
for the purposes indicated above, and it is understood 
that this whole matter is now under consideration by 
Mr. Esin and other officials concerned. The obtaining of 
the premium on all dollars brought into Turkey for the 
purposes indicated is of importance in view of the sums 
involved and the losses already sustained in connection 
with the purchases of the goods in question, which were 
made prior to Turkey's entry into the war on the side of 
the United Nations. 


I am bringing the foregoing to your attention at 
this time, at the Ambassador's suggestion, in the hope 
that, prior to your departure for the San Francisco 
Conference, you may be able to take steps to have the 40% 
premium granted on all dollars brought into Turkey by the 
United States Commercial Company subsequent to November 15, 
1944 (two recent transactions are pending for approximate- 
ly $73,000 transferred on December 8, 1944, and approxi- 
mately $143,000 transferred on March 6, 1945, respectively, 
and other large transfers of dollars are shortly ceneabed| 
It is further hoped that the action which you may take will 
forestall any further decisions which would prevent the 
granting of the premium on all dollars brought into Turkey 
for the purchase of Turkish export goods or the meeting of 
current expenditures of all kinds in connection with the 
handling and exporting of such goods. 


Aside from the above request with reference to dollars 
brought into Turkey by the United States Commercial Company 
for the purposes mentioned, I should like to request 
further that the necessary instructions be issued to have 
the 40% premium apply in respect of dollars brought into 
Turkey to meet expenditures of all kinds in connection 
with current and future calls at Turkish ports of American 
vessels. Expenditures which are required to be made in 
this connection include such items as port dues, various 
types of services, the purchase of supplies, foodstuffs, 
etc., payment of wages and salaries, etc. 


I may add that your assistance in arranging for the 
issuance of instructions with reference to the granting ef 
the premium on dollars imported for the purchase of Turkish 
tobacco by the American tobacco companies is greatly 
appreciated. 


Believe me, dear ieridun Bey, 


Cordially yours, 


Annex No. 2 to 
Memorandum of Conversations 


A. 


1. 


Courtesies extended 4 the Government of the 
United States to the Turkis tary authorities: 


Furnishing of $122,000,000 worth of Lend- 
Lease supplies. 


Training of approximately 90 Turkish military 
students in American aviation schools. 


Gift of five Liberators which were interned 
in Turkey (1943). 


Training of Turkish crews to operate these 
Liberators. 


Participation in arrangements for Turkish-:' 
military officers to visit North African 
front in 1943 and to visit Italian front in 
1945. 


Efforts to obtain a Packard automobile for 
the Turkish Chief of Staff (1945). 


Assignment of four military officers to 
Robert College to instruct Turkish students 
(now being discontinued). 


Courtesies extended to other Turkish authorities: 


1. 


Granting oe ‘@peotal plane facilities: to the 
former Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
His Excellency M. Numan Menemencioglu, when 
he left for Paris; to Ambassador Baydur when 
he left for Washington; to the Turkish delega- 
tion to the Chicago Aviation Conference and to 
the Turkish purehasing commission which 
recently visited the United States; etc., etc. 


Participation in work of BACC (now to be dis- 
continued at Turkish request). 


Obtaining of automobiles for President of the 
Republic and others (1944). 


Current efforts to obtain other automobiles. 


C. Lack of 


C. 


De 


Dun 


Lack of cooperation on the part of the Turkish 
military authorities: 


1. Refusal of requests for permission to fly 
Ambassador's Steinhardt's special plane on 
a number of occasions, including in March 
1945 permission to fly the plane to visit 
various American planes interned in Turkey 
and in April permission to fly the plane to 
Istanbul with Congressman Dirksen. 


2. Refusal on April 21 to permit a special ATC 
plane to land on April 23 at Etimesgut from 
Cairo with American ATC officials on board. 


3S. Issuance of instructions to Turkish civil 
airline officials to avoid making friends 
with American ATC officials. 


4. Insistence on obtaining prior approval for 
each flight of an ATC plane to Turkey, even 
in respect of the regular flights each week 
which have been agreed to in principle. 


General question of desire on the part of the 


Turkish miiitary to cooperate with American 


military authorities in the war effort. 


Pending matter of the pift of approximately twelve 


interned American anes to Turkish military an 
civil aviation authorities. 
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Earl L, Packer, Esquire 


Aneritcan Chargé a'Aeraires ad interin, 
ra. 


Sar: 


Reference is made to your despatch no. 1237, 
po 30, 1945, "Forwarding Memorandum of Conversa- 
tions with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs". 


This despateh with its enclosure was read with 
considerable interest by the officers of the Depart- 
ment, and you are to be commended on the manner with 
whieh you conducted these conversations. It is hoped 
that the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs will be 
able to fulfill his promise made to you that the dif- 
ficulties experienced by the Air Transport Command 
will be straightened out immediately, 


Very truly yours, 


For the Secretary of State: 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 
June 26, 1945 
In reply refer to 
Fc 
= 
The Department of State transmits to the following =), 
the attached information in the hope that it will be of 
value;* — 
Aaiitary Intelligence Division at 
Office—of -Navat—tntelligence ‘ 
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(with enolosure of Memorandum 


Enclogunversation with the Acting S 
Minister for Foreign Affairs) t 
from Ankara, dated April 30, 1945. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 
June 26, 1945 


In reply refer to 
FC 


The Department of State transmits to the following 
the attached information in the hope that it will be of 
value: 

Military Intelligence Division 

VOffice of Naval Intelligence 


Federal Bureau of-taveatigation 
a § 


wed of despatch no./1237, 
with enclosure of Memorandum 
seiaciacinnl of Conversation with the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs), 
from Ankara, dated April 30, 1945. 


FC:KAnderson: CMW 


A PM ae aR 
Rid digued’ ois | 
tind inal Cry a | 


y/ 


* memorandum prepared by Third Secretary Richard 
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Subject: Grods’te_ 





sh to Organize 
Anti-Soviet Rumanian Committee 
with American Support. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to forward herewith a 


€ 
= 
° 


E. Gnade regarding a proposal made by certain 
Rumanian refugees now resident in Turkey to 
form a "Group for the Defense of the Rights of ns 
the Rumanian People," asking the support of the ¢ 
United States Government in the project. ' 


Respectfully yours, nN 


Chargé d'Affaires ad interim. 


Enclosure: 


1/ Memorendum 





File No. 6800 
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Original (in ozalid) to the Department 
CC: Division of Near Fastern Affairs, 
Department of State 
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No. 1258 MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Group of Rumanian Refugees 
in Turkey Who Wish to Organize 
Anti~Soviet Rumanian Committee 
with American Support. 


By: Richard E. Gnade. 


Mr. Nicolas Floresco, a Rumanian aeronautical 
engineer, now residing as a refugee at Megrutiyet 
Caddesi 31 (telephone 7965), Ankara, called at the 
Chancery on the morning of May 3, leaving a letter 
of the same date addressed to the American Ambassador. 
The letter signed by Mr. Floresco, stated (in trans- 
lation from French): : 


"The Rumanian citizens living in Turkey, 
considering that the internal politics of the 
present government of Bucharest does not cor- 
respond with the interests of the Rumanian 
people because of its very definite orienta- 
tion in the direction of a dictatorial regime 
have charged me to inform you that they have 
decided to found an organization called: 
'Group for the Defense of the Rights of the 
Rumanian People.’ 


"The purpose of this organization will 
be to strive for the reestablishment in 
Rumania of democratic liberties by appealing 
to the United States of America which these 
Rumanian citizens believe to be the only 
country having all the required authority to 
intervene effectively in the action of which 
it is the standard-bearer. 


"Nevertheless, they think that they should 
not take any public step before knowing whether 
such step would be agreeable to the Government 
of the United States of America. 


"It is clearly understood that membership 
in the ‘Group for the Defense of the Rights of 
the Rumanian People’ should be generally open 
to all Rumanians who wish to rally to it and 
that the Group will be ready to accept as its 
official representative any other Rumanian 
citizen who might be suggested by the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America." 


The 


~Z= 


The same afternoon Mr. Floresco called at the 
Chancery and left with me copies of two drafts, in 
French, drawn up by the ten anians who propose to 
organize themselves into the Group. The first draft, 
entitled “Act of Organization," reads in translation 
as follows: 


"We the undersigned, Rumanian citizens, 
residing temporarily in furkey , have gathered 
today, the (date) at Ankara and have 
founded an organization named: ‘Group for the 
Defense of the Rights of the Rumanian People.’ 


"The purpose of this group is to strive 
by every possible manner for the reestablish- 
ment in Rumania of the democratic liberties 
abolished by the dictatorial governments which 
-have followed one another during the past few 
years. 


"The 'Group for the Defense of the Rights 
of the Rumanian People’ will be represented 
evi aataene by its delegates, Mr. 
and Mr. . 


"It will cease to exist the day when the 
majority of the undersigned founding members 
judge that it no longer has a reason for its 
existence, 


"The Group appeals to the Rumanian patriots 
everywhere to rally to it for common action in 
the interest of our country and our people. 

"List of founding members: 


Mr. Augustin Popa - Professor 


journalist 
Mr. Nicolas Floresco - Graduate 

engineer 
Mr. Mihail Marinesco - Graduate 

engineer 


and merchant 
Mr. Mircea Grossu Viziru - Graduate 


engineer 

and farmer 
Mr. Lucian Faur Merchant 
Mme. Ileana Floresco Chemist 


Mme. Marie Faur 
Mme. Adriana Cordesco 
Mr. Petre Cordesco 


No profession 

No profession 

Non-commissioned 
officer pilot 
and farmer 

Mr. Ioan Mandru ~ Workman-mechanic " 


Mr. Floresco 


Se 


Mr, Floresco told me that of the ten names 
listed teak he considered Mr. Popa and Mr. Marinesco 
to be the important ones. Mr. Popa, a professor and 
journalist, is the only member of the group who has 
had previous experience in politics; according to 
Mr. Floresco, Popa is a close friend of the Rumania 
political leader, Maniu. Mr. Floresco described 
Mr. Marinesco as a wealthy Rumanian airplane manu-~ 
facturer and merchant who escaped from Rumania in 
his own plane last August at the time of the Russian 
oceupation. Messrs. Floresco and Viziru were em- 
ployed in Mr. Marinesco's airplane factory and came 
to Turkey with him. Of the ten names listed, Messrs. 
Popa, Marinesco, and Faur and Madame Faur are now at 
Istanbul; the other six are living at Ankara. 


The second draft left by Mr. Floresco, entitled 
"Declaration," reads in translation as follows: 


"'The Group for the Defense of the Rights 
of the Rumanian People,' with its provisional 
headquarters at Ankara, considers that the 
present government of Rumania is not acting 
with the views of safeguarding the rights of 
the people. In effect, after many years of 
dictatorial regime under the form of a totali- 
tarian state, a new regime of the same type is 
now in the process of replacing it. .- 


"We believe that the present government 
does not express the will of the Rumanian people 
and that it is rather an expression of influences 
which are in contradiction to the actual demo-~ 
eratic point of view of Rumanian public opinion. 


"We protest strongly against the fact that 
the Bucharest government supports vigorously 
only the political parties which preach the 
dictatorial doctrine of the totalitarian state 
and that not only does the (Bucharest) government 
not give equal treatment but it has even harmed 
seriously the democratic parties which were suc- 
cessful in bearing the great burden on the twenty- 
third of August, 1944, in effecting the entry of 
Rumania into the camp of the Allies at a moment 
when this seemed extremely difficult if not 
impossible. 


"It is clear that the Rumanian people, tired 
of systems of government permitting the state to 
act without consulting actual public opinion, 
would only recognize as compatible with its char- 
acter the democratic system in which the state is 
organized for peace rather than to become an in- 
strument of war in the hands of the first comer. 


It 


hee 


It is only by this means that Rumania can become 
a country which can guarantee stability and the 
necessary wisdom for the creation of world har- 
mony. 


"We ask absolute liberty of thought, of 
speech and of the press for all Rumanian citizens, 
and that at once. We ask of the United States of 
America, in virtue of the invaluable efforts which 
that country has made for the liberty of peoples, 
that it intervene with all its authority in order 
that the Rumanian nation may express its political 
preferences by free elections and that it assure 
effectively that these elections shall not be in- 
fluenced or harmed in any way." 


Mr. Floresco struck me as being naive in his con- 
viotion that the American Government would be quite 
prepared to undertake support of his project. I ex- 
plained to him that the United States and the Soviet 
Union are Allies; that the United States and Rumania 
still have no official diplomatic relations; that the 
United States participates in the Allied Control Com- 
mission which expresses the will of the Allies to the 
conquered Rumanian Government and people, and that the 
United States Government in the interest of harmony of 
relations with its Russian Allies could not give any 
support to the type of group he proposed, even if it 
should happen to view sympathetically the measures and 
g0als for which the members of the group were striving. 
I told him, however, that the Bubassy would be inter- 
ested in keeping in touch with whatever action he and 
his friends might take, and he assured me that he would 
let me know of anything that they might do. I also gave 
him Mr. Turner Taliaferro Smith's address at Istanbul 
because he said that Mr. Marinesco would like to make 
contact with Americans at Istanbul who were interested 
in keeping informed of current developments among the 
refugee anti-Soviet Rumanians in Turkey. 


I attach hereto copies of the original texts in 
French of: 


(1) Mr. Floresco's letter of May 3, 1945. 
(2) Draft “Acte Constitutir." 


(3) Draft "Declaration." 


copy 


DECLARATION (Projet) 


"Le Groupement pour la Défense des Droits du 
Peuple Roumain”, avec son siége provisoire a Ankara, 
considére que le gouvernement actuel de Roumanie 
nfagit pas dans le sens de la sauvegarde des droits 
de son peuple.~ 


In effet, apres plusieures années de régime dic= 
tatorial sous la forme d'état totalitaire, un nouveau 
régime du méme genre est en train de le remplacer.< 


Nous éstimons que le gouvernement actuel n'ex= 
prime pas la volonté du peuple roumain et qu'il est 
plutét 1'émanation des influences qui sont en contra~ 
diction avec le point de vue réellemant démocratique 
de ltopinion publique roumaine.- 


Nous protestons vivement contre le fait que le 
gouvernement de Bucarest appuie fortement seulement 
les partis politiques qui préchent la doctrine dic- 
tatoriale de l*etat totalitaire et que non seulement 
il n'applique pas le méme traitement, mais qu'il met 
des trés serieuses entraves aux partis démocratiques 
qui justement ont réussi le 23 Aott 1944 la trés 
leurde t&che de faire entrer la Roumanie dans le 
camp des alliés au moment ou le fait parrafssait 
extrémement difficile, sonon impossible. 


ZL est clair que le peuple roumain, saturéde 
systémes de gouvernement pemettant que 1'étet 
soit engagé sans la consultation de l'opinion pu- 
blique réelle, ne reconnait comme compatible avec 
son caractare que le systéme démocratique dans le- 
quel 1*état est organieé pour 1a paix et non pas pour 
devenir un instrument de guerre dans les mains du 
premier venu. Ce n'est que par cette formule que la 
Roumanie pourra dsvenir un pays qui presente la ga~ 
rantie de stabilité et de sagesse tellement néces— 
saire pour la oréation de ltarmonie mondiale.= 


Nous demandons le liberté absolue de 1a pensée, 
de la parole et de la presse pour tous les citoyens 
roumains, et ceci sans rétard.=- 


Nous demandons aux Etats Unis d*émérique, en vertu 
des efforts inappréciables qu'ils ont accompli pour 
la liberté des peuples, qu'ils interviennent avec tou- 
te leur autorité pour que la nation roumaine puisse 
éxprimer ses préferences politiques par des élections 
libres et qu’ils s'assurent effectivement qu'il n'y 
aura aucune contrainte et aucun @aux dans cette 
act lone= P 


Ankara le seocsee 1945 (signed) Florescu 


corPY 


Acte Constitutif (Projet). 





Nous les soussignés, citoyens reymains, résidant 
provigoirement en Turquie, nous nous sommes assemblés 
aujourd*hud le ecssoeecee & ANkura ot nous avons 
fondé une organisation nemée: 


"Le Groupement pour la Défense des Droits du 
Peuple Roumain" 


Le but de ce groupement est de lutter par tous 
les moyens permis, pour le rétablissement en Rouma- 
nie des libertés démocratiques abolies par les gou~ 
vernements dictatoriaux qui se‘ sont succédés pendant 
les derniares années.~ 


Le “Groupement pour la Défense des Dreits du 
Peuple Roumain" sera représenté provisoirement par 
” ses e616gn6s Mee coccccce Ot MPs ccccccee 


Son existance prendra fin le jour ou la majori- 
+6 des membres fondateurs soussignés jugeront 
qu'il nta plus aucune raison d*étre.~ 


Le graupement en. appelle a tous les patriotes 
roumains.de partout de se rallier a lui, pour une 


action commune dans l'tinter&t de notre pays et de 
notre peuple. 


FONDATEURS. 


e Mre Augustin Popa professeur, journaliste 


Il 

AZ. * Nicolas Floresco ingenieur diplomé 

IS. “ Mihail Marinesco * v "*  commercant 
A4. % Mircea Grossy Viziru ” » " agriculteur 
I5. * Lucian Faur commercant 

A 6, Mme. Tleana Floresco chimiste 

I?7- " Marie Faur sans profession 

A8. “ Adriana Cordesco Sd ie 

AQ. Mr. Petre Cordesco souseofficier pilote, 

; agriculteur 
ALO. “ Joan Mandru ouvrier~mcanicien 


(signed) Florescu 


coPY #okara 
Mesrutiyet caddesi 31 
i le 3.Mai 1945 
A Son Excellence 1" Ambassadeur 
des Etats Unis D'émérique 
Ankara , 
Monsieur 1" Ambassadeur, 


les citeyens roumains habitant en Tur~ 
quie, trouvant que la politique interne du 
gouvernement actuel de Bucarest ne corres= 
pond pas aux interéts du peuple roumain, du 
fait de sa trés forte orientation dans la 
direction dtun régime dictatorial, m'ont 
ehargé de vous informer qu'ils ont déciaé 
de fonder une organisation denonée: 

"Le Groupement pour la Défense des 
Droits du Peuple Roumain", 


Le but de cette orgunisation sera de 

lutter pour le rétablissement en Roumanie 

- des libertés démocrutiques, en faisant ap~ 
pel aux Etats Unis d*mérique, qu'ils con- 
sidérent comms le seul pays ayant toute 
L'autorit6 requise pour intervenir effi- 
ecacement dans une action dont il s'est 
fait le porte-étendard.~ 


Néanmoins, ils pensent ne pas commen- 
cer aucune démarche publique, avant de sa- 
voir si cette démarche pourrait étre agrée 
par le Gouvernement des Etats Unis d*ané 
rique.= 


T1 est bien entendu que les portes du 
"Groupement pour la Défense des Droits du 
Peuple Roumain" seront largement ouvertes 
pour tous les Roumeins qui voudraient sty 
rallier et qu'il sera prét a accepter 
comme son représentant officiel tout 
autre citoyen roumain qui lui serait 
suggéré per le Gouvernement des Etats 
Unis d'Amérique.- 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'Anbassadeur, 
ltassurance de mes considerations les plus 


distinguées. 


(signed) Nicolas Floresco 
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Tha: Honoretite 
The Ss etary of State nEPARIM! NT 
leshington. REA TEN 





With reference to the Embassy's telegram Nos 535 of 

April 18, 1945, regarding the banning of Mr. Burhan Belge 

from further giving his weekly talks of political analysis 

on the Ankara radio, I have the honor to forward herewith 

1/ in transletion from "Turkish the text of Mr. Belge's talk 
of April 9, 1945, which was the cause of the action taken 
against him. The original text in Turkish, from which this 
translation was made, was made available to the Embassy by 
Mr. Belge himself. 


Although only a few people at Ankara or Istanbul, with 
whom the Embassy is in contact, seem actually to have heard 
Mr. Belge's talk of April 9, there has been wide comment 
about the unfavorable reaction aroused in officiel circles 
by the talk and regarding the subsequent elimination of Mr. 
Belge's political commentaries from the Ankara radio. It is 
generally believed that it was President Intnoti himself who 
manifested particular displeasure at the talk and suggested 
suspension of Mr. Belge's further radio activity; Mr. Belge = 
“himself holds the President to have been responsible for the” 


~ However, Since all items on the Ankara radio program, 


ent for the talk. One explanation has been that 
Belge improvised during delivery of the talk and failed 
to’ stick to the text previously approved. 

As regards the talk itself, it is a typical example of ~ 
Mr. Belge's wordy and oft-times flashy rhetoric. In private, 
Mr. Belge is an intelligent and entertaining talker, and on 
the radio, an effective speaker, but volubility is one of his 
weaknessese Although his craving for originality and his 
penchant for picturesque metaphors and baffling paradoxes 
give color and spice to his discourses, they frequently 
obscure the sense thereof and distort the proportion of 

ij 


importance 
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importance of the various subjects touched upon. The parti- 
cular talk in question, intended for the ear of the people 
and therefore written in less intellectual and ornate style, 
still abounds in figurative speech and original images. The 
result has been described by a Turkish critic as entertaining, 
not very convincing, and possibly harmful oratorye 


This same Turkish commentator felt that one point in 
Mr. Belge’s talk was stressed much more than merited by its 
minor significance: he was surprised to hear from a mentally 
alert man like Mr. Belge the assertion that the question of 
Turks interested in the fate of the Turkish minority in the 
Soviet Union is a major problem which must be solved if 
genuine friendship is to be established between the two 
countries, According to Mr. Belge's statements, one might 
think that the affinity between the Turkish people in Soviet 
Russia and those in Turkey is so powerful that it is a source 
of genuine apprehension for the Russians, and of strength for 
the Turks. 


In the past there have been times when Pan-Turanian and 
Pan-Islamic theories were favored in Turkey and sometimes 
enjoyed official endorsement. But even then the status of the 
Turkish minority in the Soviet Union did not seem to constitute 
to any perceptible degree a problem disturbing the peace of 
mind of the Turkish public. Today when PaneTuranian and 
Pan-Islamic trends are formally repudiated by the Turkish 
Government -- rather than receiving any support whatsoever =-- 
this is even more true. It would be difficult to find Turks 
prepared, even in the abstract, to envisage any action on the 
part of Turkey to "liberate" or otherwise assist fellow 
Turanian elements abroad. 


Further, the Government of Turkey may feel that in spite 
of the real lack of such sentiments within Turkey itself, the 
fact that the Soviet radio attributes such opinions to the 
Turkish people is good reason for preventing any expressions 
whatsoever on the point, such as Mr. Belge voiced in his talk. 
The Soviet radio and press comment appears to wish to create 
the impression that the Russian people believe that Turkish 
concern for fellow Turanians within the Soviet Union is not 
only very marked, but in the course of the present war, has 
taken on a character of distinct national and territorial as- 
pirations. In view of this apparent Russian desire, it seems . 
strange that an intelligent.commentator like Mr. Belge should 
have consciously Contributed to the growth of such groundless 
suspicions among the Russians. 





Following his suspension from the radio, Mr. Belge left 
Ankara for Istanbul where he intends to spend the summer, re- 
turning to Ankara only in the fall. Although articles by 
Mr. Belge appeared in Istanbul newspapers for one or two weeks 
subsequent to his suspension from radio work, nothing further 
has appeared in the past three weeks. The Embassy has not as 


yet 


yet been able to ascertain whether the absence of Mr. Belge's 
customary articles from the papers is connected with his sus- 
pension from the radio. 
Respectfully yours, 
E. Le Packer, 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim. 


Enclosure: 
1/ Translation from Turkish of 


text of Mr. Belge's talk of 
April 9, 1945. 


File Noe 874 
REG/bbd 
To the Department in Original and Hectograph. 


CC: Moscow 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 1276 dated May 11, 1945, 
from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State. 
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SOVIET-TURKISH RELATIONS 


(April 9, 1945) 


Dear listeners, 


Upon the communication to our government of 
the intention of tke Soviet Union to cancel the pact 
concluded with us in 1925, our government in its reply 
sometime thereafter, expressed its preparedness to 
negotiate a new treaty. According to our neighbor, 
the conditions prevailing in 1925 no longer exist 
today, so that the former pact is not suited to meet 
present exigencies. Consequently, it is necessary 
that changing conditions be taken into consideration 
and a still better agreement be concluded. Our 
government, in its reply, joins in this outlook. Such 
is the situation today. 


Dear listeners, since the pact of 1925 expires 
in 1945, this would mean that it has functioned quite 
satisfactorily during the twenty years of its validity. 
Had this not been the case, it would not have been 
renewed more than once during this period. The fact 
that it did prove useful is furthermore demonstrated 
by the fact that, although the second world war 
scattered the nations of the world into one or the 
other direction, Soviet Russia and Turkey still today 
are in the same camp. Whatmore, they jointly concede 
on the first occasion that there is need for a more 
up-to-date and still better pact. 


How could this be otherwise, since Soviet Russia 
and Turkey are not neighbors of say six months or six 
years alone. For centuries the histories of these 
two great nations have, at first, run in opposite 
directions, but during the last quarter of a century 
their destinies have been following an almost parallel 
course. 


But this in itself does not constitute an ex- 
ception. While the trend of their histories were in 
conflict with each other, the histories of other 
nations too were clashing with those of other countries 
or with the history of Czarist Russie or that of the 
Ottoman Empire. For example, the empire of the 
Hapsbures was for centuries the common enemy of these 


two 
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two countries. As a matter of fact, these were times 
when it was a standing rule to guide the destinies 

of nations in diametrically opposed directions, to 
foster animosities and be on the lookout for oppor- 
tunities. Mankind began to realize the uselessness 
and futility of wars and the necessity of the inde- 
pendence of nations only in the course of the last 
two centuries, developing these notions to a point 
only as a result of the lessons taught by the world 
wars and the economic crisis of 1929 in between. 
Today, when the war is ahout to come to a close we 
see that practically in every country the idea of 
drifting away from the old world where nations lived 
in dispersion and in hostility, and of creating instead 
a new world the components of which can exist in 
friendship with each other, is beginning to prevail. 
I purposely say ‘beginning to prevail' because we 
are still far from the real goal. Mankind will have 
to keep on marching in the same direction for possibly 
twenty-five years, possibly fifty years, that is to 
say until the end of the present century, before it 
ean close the phase of its ‘own struggle for libera- 
tion'. 


Dear listeners, certain agreements have always 
existed between countries having common boundaries or 
common interests. The life of these instruments, 
however, has in each case been determined by the vary- 
ing aspects of considerations of benefit. The 'Triple 
Fntente’, and the 'Triple Alliance’ in the course of 
the previous world war and, later on, the 'Small Fntente’ 
or the ‘Balkan Union' have all been understandings of the 
type defined above. Such agreements have a specific 
purpose. General historical conditions sometimes do 
and sometimes do not favor the attainment of these 
objectives. Since practically in no instance the 
conditions obtaining at the conclusion of these agree- 
ments are identical with those prevailing when these 
pacts are called to achieve their purpose, such agree= 
ments occasionally satisfy their signatories, and at 
times again do not. For example, though the Balkan 
Union for a while contented us, it failed to work at 
the crucial moment, since the Yugoslavia of Prince 
Paul and Stoyadinovitch had clandestinely detached 
herself both from the Little Entente and the Balkan 
Union. 


In order that pacts should not deteriorate under 
the influence of the element of time but display 
flexibility and adaptability in the face of changing 
conditions, it is in the first place essential that 
the signatories of these instruments follow a joint 
and parallel policy. But this alone is not sufficient. 


It 
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It is necessary that this harmonious and common 
policy be fully compatible with the interests of both 
Sides. This is only possible if, in the face of the 
problems put by contemporary historical developments, 
the two parties concerned always see eye to eye with 
as little contradiction as possible and naturally 

in a broad spirit of understanding; as is for example 
the case with the 'Entente Cordiale' policy of the 
French and the British. 


The provisions of the treaties themselves are 
not of great importance. Neither is the identity of 
interests giving rise to these treaties of great 
Significance. Texts are more or less always open to 
interpretation. Interests, on the other hand, are 
subject to changes. However, what is really impor- 
tant is the confidence and respect entertained by 
the signatories in regard to each other. As long 
as the elements of mutual confidence and respect do 
not exist, a few governments may possibly espouse 
the provisions provided for in the treaties, but 
certainly not the public of the two parties. 


As I have already pointed out, Turkey and 
Soviet Russia are not neighbors of a few months and 
years alone. Had this been the case, a temporary 
solution could have been found by means of any form 
of treaty. Had they been living on different conti- 
nents, the same would be holding good. Since this 
is, however, not the case, and their neighborhood 
is to be not limited by time, their mutual relations 
can be on a basis of either a ‘lasting hostility! 
or a ‘lasting friendship', Because a mid-way course 
would be even more provisional and more dangerous. 


Lasting animosity would obviously induce both 
sides to seek certain guarantees. Do such guarantees 
exist? Let us assume that they do exist for both 
sides. The 'ratio' between Soviet Russia and Turkey 
being decidedly against Turkey, Turkey would only 
indirectly be taking her place in the resulting bal- 
ance, because the real equilibrium would have to be 
provided by the power or the constellation of powers 
backing Turkey. We have witnessed in the case of a 
Czechoslovakia and Poland who failed to get along with 
Germany, or in the case of a Finland, Rumania and 
Hungary, and - a curious repetition-again a Poland 
who failed to agree with Soviet Russia, the fate which 
befalls countries which constitute only a small frac- 
tion of the power, and at that an extremely small one, 
of their own cemp of interest. On the other hand, we 
have seen in the example of Germany or that of Italy 
the fate which overcomes big powers which show an 
absolute lack of understanding for recalcitrant 
neighbors merely because they are small and weak. 


Consequently 
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Consequently, should the relations between 
Soviet Russia and turkey demonstrate lasting symptoms 
of animosity, such a situation is bound to work to 
the detriment of both sides. The reason why I am 
bringing up such a point is not because I conceive or 
admit the possibility of such hostile relations be- 
tween these two countries. On the contrary. I do 
it because I wish to discuss the problem from every 
possible angle. Otherwise, I am one of those who, 
in the first place, fully believe in the existence of 
friendship between these two neighbors and who, secondly, 
are thoroughly convinced that this friendship will be 
maintained and strengthened. 


Let us, therefore, consider now the alternative 
of lasting friendship. This friendship which began 
as the outcome of two revolutions fighting for their 
existence side by side, has in the meantime experienced 
some neglect. is neglect was, however, not the 
fault of one side alone. Both sides were responsible. 
AS a result, the agreement of 1925 met the fate of 
other diplomatic instruments. To be more explicit, 
it ceased to be an ‘understanding of revolutionaries' 
intended to ward off jointly certain common menaces 
looming in the distance, and gradually wandered into 
the portfolio of diplomatic acts. This portfolio, 
however, just as in the case of the portfolio of com- 
mercial paper of banks, is packed with doouments 
permitting sales on discount and profitable specula- 
tions. 


Now an agreement and pact is being envisaged 
which will answer more adequately changing circum- 
stances. This is a most timely and wise decision. 
However, it must not be carried out in a diplomatic 
spirit, but in a statesmanlike manner, That is to say, 
realism must be shown as far as the interests of both 
countries are concerned, but at the same time ideal- 
ism must be manifested as regards the régimes and 
Tevolutions of the two parties. How may this he 
achieved? 


Dear listeners: there are no two ways, but 
only one single course by which this can be accomplished. 
This road implies that both countries should fully 
agree on the subject of the international organiza- 
tion which is to govern the world of tomorrow. The 
San Francisco conference will simply provide the 
charter of this organization, It cannot lay down the 
working program of this organization; life alone can 
determine this. The time ahead of us (that can be 
surveyed,) may be defined in years or decades. In 
the course of these years and decades the many prob- 
lems affecting nations and countries individually or 
mutually will be examined one by one. Since this 


process 
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process of examination will not take place without 
discussion, it is essential that some harmonious solu- 
tion be found at least in principle for matters liable 
to interest both Soviet Russia and Turkey. 


In this matter one may be faced with the fol- 
lowing problem: differences of views may in certain 
instances assume an insoluble character among the 
big three. In this case our task should be to help 
finding a way out of this deadlock, In fact, let 
alone the idea of endeavoring to create an estrange- 
ment among the big three, even the possibility of 
their entertaining different outlooks is a situation 
hardly compatible with our interests. We should by 
all means strengthen collaboration among the Allies 
and in conjunction therewith consolidate the identity 
of their vision. In the contrary case, we also are 
bound to remain caught in the said deadlock. The new 
Turkish-Soviet agreement should derive its inspira- 
tion from the spirit of bringing the big three still 
closer together. 


If this is achieved, the international aspect 
of the matter will have been settled in a most ad- 
vantageous manner. 


As regards the side of the problem concerning 
the two countries alone, here are a few words to be 
said: words which are based on twenty years of ex= 
perience pertaining to the former pact, and which 
being spoken by a friend, may sound somewhat bitter. 
There is absolutely no benefit in hiding them, be- 
cause, when not expressed, they accumulate and become 
acrid. Concealment is always dangerous. 


In my opinion the prerequisite for a lasting 
Soviet-Turkish friendship is a mutual appreciation 
of their two revolutions, If these two countries 
do not entertain mutual respect for their revolutions 
and régimes which in the last analysis reflect the 
pulsations of their life, and if they fail recipro- 
cally to manifest an objective interest therein, 
the friendship prevailing between them will from the 
very outset have been deprived of a real value. 
Soviet Russia is the fatherland of a great social 
evolution. We should accept this as such. Turkey, 
on the other hand, is the land of ‘Kemalism'. These 
two movements, viewed from the Rooseveltian outlook 
in America, have brought to the world extremely orig- 
inal and new values. Well, this is a point which 
our Soviet friends should admit. 


If a genuine sentiment of appreciation is de- 
veloped between our two revolutions and régimes, and 


if 
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if this is not merely reflected on official holidays 

in the editorials of the PRAVDA, IZVESTIA or the ULUS, 
but is definitively projected unto the minds of the 
intellectuals of both nations, well then, confidence 
will have been established between the people of the 
two countries. Confidence constitutes the basis of 
friendship. Edifices of amity not built on a founda- 
tion of confidence may not be kept erect by the pillars 
of interest alone. Other new, and more attractive 
interests are bound to tear down such supports. 


As far as the second condition of our friendship 
is concerned, I see this in a true understanding of 
Turkey by Soviet Russia. ‘Turkey is the heir of a 
great and glorious history. It is a country which 
has shrunk in size and grown poor, but it is a noble 
country. As is often the case with individuals (of 
similar fate), Turkey despite everything sees herself 
amidst the big with whom she likes to maintain rela- 
tions and in so doing always seeks a treatment on a 
footing of equality. Relations between any two 
given countries have always had their peculiarities. 
Indeed, they may not be reduced to a rigid formula. 
While establishing relations among themselves, nations 
cannot look upon these ties like ready-made clothes. 
According to the country with which friendship is to 
be established, these relations have to be measured 
and fitted over and over again. We also fully realize 
that be it with the Soviet Union or with Pngland or 
with any other country, our relations will have to 
be along these lines. Friendship has never been an 
easy thing to establish. Even between private indiv- 
iduals ..., let alone among nations. Friendship re- 
quires proof and manifestations of sincerity. It 
demands tolerance. Friendship with Turkey above 
@erything else requires an atmosphere of intimacy 
permitting a cordial exchange of views entirely de- 
void of every form of impatience and harshness. 


I now come to the last point which occurs to 
me. The second world war has demonstrated how pro- 
foundly the nations of Slavic origin are attached to 
each other, despite all that happened. We Turks do 
not at all view this with surprise, because different 
cultures on a pattern of common languages appeal to 
One another. his applies to us as it does to others. 
Now, there is no doubt that the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics is primarily a Russian state. 

In the second place it is a Ukrainian and a White 
Russian state. Finally, it is a state of several 
other peoples. Among these various peoples there 
are Some who speak our own language, whose conditions 
always interest us despite the fect that the course 
of our histories now flow in different directions, 


and 
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and of whose welfare we will be assured if we know 
that they are living in advanced social conditions. 
Czarist Russia had greatly neglected these people. 
However, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
having recognized the same advanced standards of 
living for all citizens, there will certainly soon 
no trace be left of this neglect and the people who 
played such a valiant and foremost part in the defense 
of the soil of Soviet Russia will surely in coming 
years, assume similarly prominent tasks in the social 
life and even in the administration of the Soviet 
Union. Our interest in the fate of these people 
having up to the present not been defined in any 
specific manner and since the two governments have 
in this matter followed no other principle but that 
of manifesting sensitiveness, the Nazi propaganda 
machine, for example, succeeded in leading the out- 
look and sentiments entertained in these matters to 
a divergency of both outlook and sentiment and thus, 
within the five war years, undermined as far as 
possible Turkish-Soviet friendship. This is all due 
to the fact that a form was so far not found for our 
interest in the condition of the people there. 


However, their existence in the Soviet Union 
as an independent republic and the desire on our 
part to follow closely with satisfaction and inter- 
est the way in oe this is being achieved, is a 
factor which should not impair but on the contrary 
consolidate Turkish-Soviet friendship, naturally, 
provided these two régimes are imbued with mutual 
confidence and respect, as I have pointed out above. 


Since conditions are now to be discussed for 
& new agreement between the two neighbor countries, 
this point should boldly be taken up and our inter- 
est in the people there and the interest of the latter 
in us should neither for us nor for them constitute 
ean offense, nor should it be a source of suspicion, 
either for the Kemalist Turkish state or for the 
Soviet Socialist state. 


If the points specified are teken into consid- 

eration and if the negotiators on both sides prove 

to be of the caliber required by the task, then only 

will Turkish-Soviet friendship in this turning point 

of history get rid of the provisional character of a 

simple and shallow agreement of interests, and become 
a 'real pact of revolutionaries' before the eyes and 

under the control of the United Nations of the world. 


In my opinion this is the field of reality where 
Turkish-Soviet friendship will either stand or fall in 
any given test. 


Typed BB 
5/11/45 
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I have the honor to report that according 


to Law No. 4718 of April 16, 1945, 
RESMI GAZETE (Official Gazette)No. 
“\84, 1945, the personnel o 


MEPARTMENT OF STATE 





Pa 


cof Ponsion 
Ee 


published in 
5989 of April 


e Executive Office 


of the President of the Turkish Republic consists 


“ of the following officials: 


a 


Number of 
Officials Position 
One Secretary General 
One Chief Doctor 
One Translator 
One Librarian 
Private Secretariat 
One Director 
One Secretary 
One Secretary 
Correspondence Office 
One Director 
One Secretary 
One Secretary 
One Secretary 
Two Secretaries 


Monthly Basic 
Salary in 


Turkish Liras 


150 
90 
100 
50 
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Monthly Basic 
Number of Salary in 
Officials Administrative Office Turkish Liras 
One Director 100 
One Accounting and Disbursing 
Officer 70 
One Secretary 60 
One Secretary 50 
One Official in Charge of 
Supplies 40 
, ¢ $s" aF 
curse | 1745 se 


As was pointed out in the Enbassy's despatch 
No. 1140 /of March 17, 1945, regarding the economic 
difficulties experienced by junior Turkish Govern- 
ment officials, if the basic salary figure is mul- 
tiplied by three, the result is a rough approxime- 
tion of the gross income which the official now 
receives when his allowances, cost-of-living ad- 
justment, and receipts in kind are added to the 
salary itself. One Turkish lira is the equivalent 
of about $0.55 at the uniture rate of exchange; or 
$0.75 at the official commercial rate of exchange. 
The purchasing power of the Turkish lira equivalent 
at the uniture rate of $1.00 is roughly one-fifth 
of the purchasing power of $1.00 in the United 
States. 


The Secretary General of the Presidential 
Executive Office holds a post where his influence 
upon the affairs of the country could be enormous. 
His functions were defined in the "Law of Organiza- 
tion of the Offices of the Presidency", Law No. 145 
of May 16, 1933, published in Official Gazette No. 
2408 of May 25, 1933, in which the Secretary Ceneral 
is charged with complete responsibility for the 
conduct of business of the Executive Offices and 
with contact between the President and the Grand 
National Assembly, the Council of Ministers, Gov- 
ernment offices, and foreign diplomatic missions. 
He is the President's master of ceremonies and rep- 
resents him at official ceremonies at which he is 
not present. Except for the President of the Grand 
National Assembly, the Prime Minister, and the 
members of the Council of Ministers, all persons who 
wish to communicate with the President must do so 
through the Secretary General. Persons wishing to 
be received in audience by the President must make 
their wish known in writing through the Secretary 
General, and the President's response to their 


request 
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request is returned to them through the same 
channel. In the Secretary General's absence, 
his deputy is the Director of the Private 
Secretariat, The Secretary General is appointed 
by decision of the Council of Ministers with the 
approval of the President. 


The present Secretary General of the Presi- 
dential Executive Offices is Mr. Kemal Gedeleg, 
a career Government official, sixty-five years 
old. He has served in the past as Governor of 
various provinces, mayor of several cities, and 
Secretary General of the Office of the Prime 
Ministry. A forbidding-appearing man of austere 
manner, he is actually friendly and efficient. 
Not fond of the ordinary social life of Ankara, 
he seldom appears in diplomatic circles and enter- 
tains very little at home. He has three daughters: 
two are married (one is a graduate of the American 
Girls' College at Istanbul); another is now study- 
ing law at the University of Ankara. A Confidential Biographic 
Data report on Mr. Gedeleg is now in preparation. 


Next to Mr. Gedeleg in importance in the Presi- 
dent's official household is Mr. Sireyya Anderiman, 
Director of the President's Private Secretariat; 
with him -- in his capacity as Secretary General 
of the Turkish Delegation to the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization at San 
Francisco -- officers of the Department will prob- 
ably have become acquainted. Confidential Biographic 
Data on Mr. Anderiman was submitted on February 8, 
1945. Because of the concentration of final auth- 
ority in the person of President Indni, and their 
daily intimate contact with him, these two men 
could exercise wide influence on Turkish policy, 
internal and external; however, because of the per- 
sonality of the President himself, it seems probable 
that their functions are, in fact, more executive 
than policy-making. Outside observers, however, 
are not in a position to do more than hazard a guess 
on this question, in view of the secrecy in which 
activity at the Presidential Palace is held in 
circles cognizant of the facts. It is rumored that 
Mr. Anderiman's inclusion in the San Francisco 
Delegation was the result of President In8nl's 
personal decision; and his appointment as Secretary 
General of the Delegation (in place of Mr. Feridun 
Cemal Erkin, who bent every effort to get the post) 
was a distinct triumph for Mr. Anderiman. 


Attached 
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Attached to the Executive Offices of the 
President is the Office of the Chief Aide-de-Camp. 
The Office, whose organization was set forth in Law 
No. 2783 of June 12, 1935, published in Official 
Gazette No. 5363 of June 19, 1935, consists of a 

ef Aide and four Aides, who are always in at- 
tendance on the President. According to the law, 
for general purposes the officers who serve as 
Aides are directed in their duties by the Secretary 
General, although actually they are attached to 
the person of the President himself. The Aides 
are Classified by rank as follows: 


Chief Aide - One Colonel 
Aide - One Major 
Aides - Three Captains 


In practice at present (because of the retire- 
ment and subsequent death of the Chief Aide), Major 
Cevdet Tolgay is Acting Chief Aide, and there are 
only two junior Aides; one a cavalry captain, the 
other of naval rank equivalent to lieutenant in the 
American Navy. The Chief Aide and Aides are paid 
Army pay as set for aides-de-camp plus an additional 
allowance covering extra expenses incumbent upon 
them as a result of their positions in the Presi- 
dential household. Appointment to be a Presidential 
Aide-de-Camp is considered by the Turks to be a 
social plum. President In8nfi has shown a preference 
in his appointments for officers from the cavalry 
branch of the Army. In practice, the functions of 
the Aides-de-Camp are chiefly representational and 
social, being in attendance, accompanying the Presi- 
dent on official visits, or representing him on 
official occasions, and seldom military, for the 
Presidential Bodyguard is made up of officers and 
men from the Turkish Gendarmerie, which maintains 
a large force in a military post adjacent to the 
Presidential Palace at Gankaya on the outskirts of 
Ankara. 


Respectfully yours, 


WG 


E. L. Packer, 
Chargé d'affaires ad interim. 


File No. 800.1 
REG/bb 
Original (in ozalid) to the Department 


CC; Division of Near Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State 


ip 
Organization of the Executive Office of the President pea 


of Turkey. wee 


In this despatch Mr. Gnade forwards some interest- 
ing facts and comments on the personnel of the Executive 
Office of the President of Turkey. He also throws some 
light on the powers of the key officers in this executive 
office. 


The Secretary General of the Presidential Executive 


Office, Mr, Kemal Gedeleg, holds a post where bis influence. 
t rt count could be enormous. e 


is charged, by law, wi complete responsi v for the 
conduct of business of the Executive Offices and with 
contact between the President and the Grand National 
Assembly, the Council of Ministers, Government offices, 

and foreign divlomatic missions, Aa persons, excepting 

the President of the Grand National Assembly, Prime Minister 
and members of the Council of Ministers, must clear through 
the Secretary General when they wish to communicate with, 

or be received in audience by, the President. 


Mr, Gnade renorts that Mr, Strevya Anderiman, 
Director of the President's Private Secretariat, is 
next, in importance. He is also Secretary General of 
the Turkish Delegation to the United Nations Conference, 


Mr, Gnade expresses the opinion that despite the 
fact that these two men could exercise wide influence on 
Turkish internal and external policy, Shel functions are 
robably more executive than policy-making ecause.of the 


ersonality of the President, Mr. Gnade statea that the 
secrecy in Which activity At the Presidential Palace is 
held makes it impossible to be more definite on the 
question, 
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Department of State 


No.__1279 pate_B5/11/46 despatch (x) Report ( ) Alrgram ( ) Telegram ( ) 
R: E 
post Ankara, Turkey cvepuniaey fohard E, Gnade 


subject Organization ‘of the Executive Office of the President of Turkey. 





Rating recommended Outstanding ( ) Adequate (Good) ( ) No rating ( ) 
(check one) very Good (x) Deficient () No brief ( ) 
Name of Reviewing officer: __@- Lewis Jones Div. NE Telephone No. 2792 


Bxplanation of Ratings: 
The ratings are intended to 


The basis of judgment in rating a report should be its usefulness. 
represent an experseuced evaluation and not @ numerical or rigid grade. "No Rating" should be checked 
in cases in which (a) thé report is not susceptible of rating, or (b) the rating officer feels the 
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for information and necessary interpretation. Please discuss all phases of the report which have 
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are of particular assigtence to the reporting officer and will usually be transmitted to him. | Please 


comment as fully ss possible below. 


Comment: ’ 
This report is useful for (general information) (current reference) 


(replying to inquiries) (policy formulation) (explain other uses if any 
and continue with other comment) ; 


Read with interest. We would like to know more 
about the influence of the President, for good or bad, 
at the present time, his role in the government behind 
the’ scenes, and the extent to which his personal views 
dominate Turkish policy - internal and external. How 
48 hia health?. Ia he mentally alert? Does he listen 


to advisors? - ; 
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No. 1307 JUN DY 1945 ra, May 22, 1945. 


JEPARTMENY 
CONFIDENT: THEN OF State 





Subject: President Intnti Delivers Speech on 
Occasion of Youth and Sport Day, May 19. 


aan, (EY 
The Honorable ti Oe 
The Secretary of State, 79 9 


Washington. 


Mis : 
I have the honor to report that Presidght/IAM 


delivered an address in the Ankara Stadium on May 19, 
1945, on the occasion of the annual Youth and Sport 
Festival Day, the anniversary of the landing of Kemal 
Atattirk at Samsun in 1919 to assume leadership of the 
Turkish struggle for national independence, Ankara had 
been decorated with Turkish flags and with banners bear- 
ing patriotic and inspirational quotations; cannon fire, 
train whistles, and factory sirens blew at 7 a.m., the 
hour of the landing at Samsun; and a great athletic dis- 
play was held in the Nineteenth-of-May Stadium, where 
earth fron the farthest frontiers of the country, brought 
to Ankara by relays of young runners, was delivered into 
the hands of the President as a symbol of national unity. 
A banner inscribed "From the Eternal Chief" (i.e., Atattirk) 
"to the National Chief" (i.e., Intnl), which had been 
passed from hand to hand by the country's athletes on its 
journey fron Izmir to the capital, was also handed with 
ceremony to the President. 


Sir: 


President Intnti's address -- which each year is 
awaited as an indication of national policy -- was briefer 
than that given last year when he spoke for more than an 
hour, denouncing the foreign ideologies -- both Fascist F 
and Communist -- which threatened the peace of the country. 4 
This year the President confined his talk, the text of N 
which is forwarded herewith in translation from Turkish, 
to a short exposition of the program to be followed in 
the coming period of post-war readjustment. He listed as 
the Government's three chief aims the rehabilitation of 
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the peasant class, the further industrialization of the 
country, and wider prevalence of the principles of demo- 
cracy in the country. He pointedly took sides with the 
supporters of the acrimoniously debated bill now before 
the Grand National Assembly regarding distribution of 
land to peasants: "To make the villager the owner of the 
land he toils on," the President said, "is the enterprise 
which we are about to achieve. We place grea. hopes in 
this undertaking, and believe that when accomplished it 
will do great service to the progress of the nation and 
contribute to the strength of the country." The spirited 
discussion of the pros and cons of the bill is being 
reported upon by the Embassy in a separate despatch. 


Editorial comment on the President's talk was, as 
might be expected, uniformly favorable and complimentary. 
Only liberal Zekeriye Sertel of the Istanbul newspaper 
TAN,on May 20, 1945, used the speech as the basis for 
demands for speedier realization of democracy in the 
country. Welcoming the President's declaration that 
democratic principles will be more widely observed, Mr. 
Sertel asserted: 


"We are of the opinion, however, that for Turkey 
to achieve democracy on a larger scale, the 'lift- 
ing of war-time precautionary measures’ is not suf- 
ficient. Indeed, the elimination of all laws, de- 
crees, and decisions undermining the Constitution 
should be undertaken first. Then measures should 
be adopted for the application of the Four Freedoms 
in Turkey in a manner harmonizing with the require- 
ments of our social structure. Indeed, in order 
that Turkey ‘should be a progressive land inhabited 
by a free people,’ it is imperative for her to 
achieve full and real democracy." 


In private comment Turkish intellectuals and liber= 
als have asked how President Intntl, who cannot but be 
aware of the corruption in the Grand National Assembly 
and high Government offices, as well as the nepotism 
which extends even to his own family (his hunchbacked 
brother is a notorious speculator and profiteer), could 
say in public that "the stigma of war profiteering has 
never touched those in positions of authority and admin- 
istration." (See despatch No. 833 dated October 14, 1944, 
and telegram No. 105, dated January 20, 1945). They fur- 
thermore cbject strongly to his assertion that "the rule 
of the nation in the capable hands of the Grand National 
Assembly will continue to develop along democratic lines," 
Public ridicule and despair at the manner in which elec- 
tions for the Grand National Assembly is conducted is 
often heard. The system is one of nomination rather than 


election 


ee 


election; the Republican People's Party Headquarters, 
upon instructions from the Party's Secretary General who 
has drawn up the list of nominees with the approval of 
the President and the Prime Minister, notifies each pro~ 
vincial electoral district of the persons who are to be 
elected. An occasional alternative choice is given, but 
invariably the selection is between two men of the same 
Party stamp. President Intntl is the President of the 
People's Party, and the Prime Minister, Vice President — 
which thus, in a one-party country, puts them in complete 
control. Often the candidates nominated by the Party 
have never visited the constituencies which they are to 
represent, and even after their election many make only 
one brief trip each year to tour their districts. They 
sonetimes justify this practice on the ground that cone 
stitutionally they are not only deputies for a particular 
district but are "representatives of the natione*® In 
fact, in most cases they represent the Republican People's 
Party Headquarters and not the nation. 


A foreign observer employed in a Turkish Government 
office recently in private conversation described in a 
manner which seems shrewd and well-founded what he con- 
sidered to be three of the chief points of difficulty 
facing present-day Turkey: 


1. The political uncertainty of developments in 
Turkish diplomatic relations with the Balkan 
states and with Russia, necessitating main- 
tenance of the Turkish Amy in a state of 
extraordinary mobilization and leading to 
popular uneasiness and lack of basic confi- 
dence in the continuance of peace. 


2. The Governnent's economic and industrial plan- 
lessness and inability to formulate variant 
programs of approaching possible post-war prob= 
lems as they develop. 


3. The lack of moral courage among prominent Turks, 
including a number of deputies, who are well 
aware of the faults in the country's leader- 
ship and administration. Their lack of moral 
courage is demonstrated by their unwillingness 
to hazard possible personal difficulties by 
openly criticizing the ¢haos in thinking and 
organization in the country. 


The observer in question added that the first two 
points could be remedied in a reasonably short time, but 


that 
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that the question of injecting moral courage into a people 
who had been accustomed for hundreds of years to authori- 
tarian government would be a process of education from 
generation to generation, spread over many years. 
Respectfully yours, 
SEA Neh 
E. L. Packer, 
Chargé d' Affaires ad interim. 


Enclosure: 


1/ Text in translation from 
Turkish of President Int&nti's 
talk, given on May 19, 1945. 
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SOURCE: English text: 
Protocol Department, 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, 


® (Turkish text: 
published in ULUS, 
Ankara, May 20, 1945.) 


President Intnti's Address on the Occasion of "Youth's Day" 


May 19, 1945 


Youth of Turkey: 


To-day we come together to celebrate once more the most 
cherished of our holidays. In every corner of our homeland, 
Old people look at our youth filled with joy and hope, and they 
see & prosperous and healthy future ahead. With the daring en- 
thusiasm of your hearts you bring radiance to the tired eyes 
and a new life to the drooping energies. This day, your day, 
is of greatest value to us, 


We celebrate this year's youth day at a time when the 
clouds which darkened the horizon are dispersing. The libera- 
tion of so many nations from the tyranny of those ill-minded 
people who brought catastrophy to humanity is a great achieve- 
ment for all the peoples of the world. Everybody and every 
nation is occupied in seeking measures to guarantee that inno- 
cent peoples will never again be subject to suppression of thought, 
and that the moral values will never again be brushed aside, 

If the nations of the world have reached the level enabling them 
to draw a lesson from the calamities of recent years, they will 
find the way of forming a family of nations maintaining good 
relations with one another. The most important factor to ensure 
this is the mutual feeling of respect and tolerance towards the 
thought and existence of men and nations, If the nations have 
reached a level to see and accept this necessity it will mean 
that these nations did not suffer in vain, 


The Turkish nation is entering a new era of work. We 
have to move on with great strides in order to round off, in 
the earliest possible time, the material and especially moral 
conditions necessary for an advanced human society. During the 
hard years of war we made great efforts to solve the main probe 
lems of our country. These efforts will continue increasingly 
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in the years to come. At the head of these problems comes the 
rehabilitation and progress of the peasants. The Turkish Repub- 
lic, from the very beginning, has considered this problem with 
best intentions. We strived to grasp the many problems concern— 
ing the peasants and to handle all these problems together as 

one issue, The primary education, in the villages, appeared as 
the most important among the various measures that have to be 
taken. We have passed through the preliminary stage and entered 
into the phase of practical results, We have started opening 
primary schools in every village, large or small, in densely or 
sparsely populated districts. We consider this as an important 
and rewarding task, The response from the villagers and intel- 
lectuals is most encoureging. The creation of thousands of 
schools in one year is the common joy and pride for all patriots. 
We are absolutely confident that we shall accomplish this con- 
pletely in a few years. The regional schools that we are trying 
to open in villages will bring learning and science to the remote 
corners of ovr country. These regional schools which will be 
opened simultaneously with the primary schools will enable the 
villagers to be more advanced and constructive bodies in short 
periods of time. Midwives and medical officers represent the 
effective measure taken to improve the condition of health in 
villages. Noxt will come the work of connecting groups of vil- 
lages with centers which will have doctors available at all 
times. To make the villeger the owner of the land he toils on, 
is the enterprise which we are about to achieve, We place great 
hopes in this undertaking and believe that when accomplished it 
will do great service to the progress of the nation and contribute 
to the strength of the country. 


To insure that only the villager and his family will profit 
from the products of his land, and that he will have a chance of 
flourishing on his land will be one of the foremost and brightest 
achievements of the Turkish nation in the past twenty years, A 
century~old degenerated tradition is about to be converted into 
a new and progressive system worthy of the conditions in which 
free peoples live. The Republican Government is also working 
for the equipment of peasants with the necessary tools and ma- 
chinery. 


We consider the development of industry as one of the 
basic conditions of a modern nation. There is no reason why a 
country with rich coal, iron and chrome deposits cannot be in- 
dustrialized. 


Although the industries we have so far established are 
still limited, we have seen how in the war years they have in- 
creased our power as compared with our previous status. We 
will continue to strive for industrialisation as speedily as we 
can with a view to meet our countless needs, In this endeavour 
the best means of success is science and education. For this 
reason the measures for technical training we have been carry~ 
ing on during the war will be further expanded, We think that 
industrial progress, achievement of success in technical train- 
ing and training of experts is more difficult and more important 


than 
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than obtaining the necessary equipment and materials. And 

our greatest purpose is thus to train our nation in the technique 
of all phases of modern industry from the lowest level of the 
craft to the topmost job. 


Youth of Turkey, the political administration of our country 
will continue to develop in all directions on the same lines and 
conditions as established by the Republican régime. As the ree 
strictions necessitated by the precautionary measures of war-time 
are gradually lifted, the principles of democracy will gain 
wider prevalence in our political and intellectual life. The 
Grand National Assembly, our greatest democratic institution, 
from t he very first day has taken the reigns of state in its 
own hands and has conducted the country on the path of democracy. 
The Grand National Assembly has proved in a brilliant manner that 
the democratic régime has educated the people in liberal ideas 
and has taught them to develop in a free society without falling 
to anarchy or pulling political discussion down to the level 
of mob rumors, as was the case under the former autocratic régime. 
The Grand National Assembly will enable this country which has 
successfully achieved many changes within a very short period 
to achieve greater developments without faltering. During the 
years of war,like many other countries, we have suffered from 
many serious ailments, Foreign propaganda and alien thoughts 
showed some inclination of nesting in the country. During the 
war years the desire for unreasonable, inequitable gains caused 
much suffering. 


The fluctuating trends of policies of the foreign countries 
awakened illicit desire for imitation, Against all these evils 
the Turkish nation has preserved its integrity with unfailing 
attention and vigor. The stigma of war profiteering has never 
touched those in positions of authority and administration. 


The Turkish nation from the political and moral points 
of view has undergone a clean and successful test. The rule of 
the nation in the capable hands of the National Assembly will 
continue to develop on democratic lines, 


Youth of Turkey, you have to-day presented to me, together 
with the Turkish flag, the blessed earth that you carried all 
the way from the distant boundaries, I feel confident that you 
will defend the flag and this earth, the symbol of our country, 
with fiery spirit and vigorous hands. 


This confidence fills me with great joy and boundless 
pride, 


In the path of Atatttrk's humanitarian and patriotic ideals 
I wish you a happy and sunny journey. 


i a ae 
EMBASSY OF THE — 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
No. 1312 Ankara, May 23, 1945. 
CONFIDENTIAL - ber 
2 Subject: Moscow Radio Broadcasts Friendly Greeting 
to Turkish Youth on Youth and Sport 
Festival Day, May 19. 
QW a , 
The Honorable QS “5 
The Secretary of State, / = e 
Washington, J 
Sir: be =a 
. 
With reference to the Embassy's despatch Ng. 1307 2 
of May 22, 1945, regarding the Turkish Youth and Sport a 
Festival Day, May 19, I have the honor to report that 
in its Turkish-language 16:30 (GMT) program, Moscow Radio 
broadcast a friendly greeting to the youth of Turkey on I 
the occasion of the holiday. According to ULUS newspaper 
of Ankara, May 21, 1945, Radio Ankara quoted the Soviet rot 
message in ite news broadcasts May 20, and ended by saying as 
that Radio Ankara sent its greetings to the youth of heroic 
Russia, The text of the Soviet statement, as picked up 
by the Office of War Information monitoring service, reads 
in translation as follows: 
"On the occasion of the Turkish Youth Holiday 
we are making our broadcast to the young Turks, 
We congratulate Turkish youth on its national 
holiday and wish it success in all the progressive 
works which it will undertake. 
“Turkish youth is celebrating this féte during r 
historic days; in fact, eleven days ago the German 
fascist forces surrendered unconditionally to the 
Allies and to the Red Army, and thus the Turkish 
holiday is intertwined with the holiday of Humanity. 
"Democracy triumphed over fascist and reactionary 
forces ahd the youth of the Soviet Union played the 
principal role in this struggle. Soviet youth suf- 
fered great sacrifices and performed great acts of 


heroism. 
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heroism. Twenty-five years ago the youth of Turkey 
under the direction of Kemal Atattirk defended its 
independence. Kemal Atatitirk requested the young 
generation of Turkey to be ever watchful against 
internal enemies; Atattirk was referring to the 
extremist reactionaries, to the racists, as well 

as to the enemies of humanity. And you also, young 
Turks, you must surely remember the following words 
of Kemal Atattirk: "Turkish Youth, your first duty 
is to protect its independence and the Turkish 
Republic.! 


"Events have shown how right these words were 
for, in fact, the reactionaries under the mask of 
nationalists have tried to attack the Republic. 
To-day, important duties are incumbent upon all 
the youth of Europe, insofar as the application of 
democratic principles in time of peace is concerned." 


Respectfully yours, 


Each 


E. L. Packer, 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim. 
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The honoratle 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. Sf 5~ at 3 ror 
wt {204 
ck 


Si re 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 1121 

dated March 8, 1945, on the subject “Trial of Communists 

in Ankara" and several other despatches with respect 
~.--60 communist activities in this country, I have the 
honor to report that, according to a hirchly reputable 
source, that portion of the Turkish secret police de- 
tailed to com at alleged communist and other left-wing tenden- 
cies has been considerably aurmented within the last month, 
The same source indicates that more arrests than ever of 


left-wing intellectuals are taking vlace, especially in = 
aes Tstanbul. (In this connection, it is worth noting that . 
© martial law, which was first proclaimed in the six vilaycts sl 
a 


of Istanbul, Edirne, Kirklarelli, Tekirdag, Ganakkale and ™ 
Kocaeli, on November 23, 1940, and wnich has been renewed 

at six months intervals subsequently, still prevails in 

those vilayets, despite the endins of the Zuropean war.) ' 


It is understood that the Turkish -police authorities, 
especially in Istankul, have always been particularly ‘ 
alert in tiie matter of follewine up alle ‘ed cormunist ’ 
aritetion and “nreventive" arrests constitute auite a 
normal oceurrence. th ecret police apparently do not 
have to be concerned with due process of law. ‘they fre- 
avently will arrest an individval, release him a few 
hours later, re-arrest him, release him a:ain, and so on. 

Whese tactics are referred to as "questioninss" but during 
the timo the subjects are in police custody they may be 
subjected tc quite brutal third derree measures. It is 
also revorted on good authority that the police make 
extensive use of arents provacateurs. 








A member of this mission has discussed the subject 
of communist activities in Turkey recently with members 
of the Office of Strategic Services in Istanbul. OSS 
states that it has not made any particular effort to 
ferret out information about the communists, since it 
lacks any directive so to do. llowover, from the limited 
informtion which has come to its attention, USS feels 
that the number of true commuliists in aa | is not larree 


an It shares : 
44 
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It shares the belief of the Embassy that the term 
"communist" is used indiscriminately by the secret 
police to denote "parlor pinks" and any other dis- 
satisfied intellectuals. Insofar as can be ascer- 
tained, the Soviets have made little effort to carry 
on communist propaganda in Turkey and the wide-spread 
fear of communism in Turkey probably stems largely 
from the instinctive, historical antipathy of the 
Turks towards Russia. 


In this connection, see also Embassy's despatches 
No. 1316 and 1317, both dated May 24, 1945. . 


Respectfully yours, 


E. L. Packer 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim 


ce: Division of Near Easter Affairs 
File No. 800.B 
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The lionorable 4 
The Secretary of State, ~ res on" 
Washington. , Pid ae 
[s-19” 
nil 
gu 
I have the honor to ashen to the Department's 
instruction dated Varch 22/, 1945 (Informal comment 
on reports and despatches) commenting: on fine 
enclosure to the Em»assy's despatch Noe 086, dated 
February 19, 1945 on the above subject. the 
Department's ‘nstruction concludes with a request’ 
for the autior's "suess as tc over what the 
political crisis may finallr come". 





she ts now euclosed a copy of a memorandum 
dated Vay 25, 1945, submitted to me py Third 
Secretary lorner, which is an attemot to comply 
with e Department's recuest. As indicated in _ 
the final paragraph thereof, any attempt to pre- fe; 
dict future political developments in Turkey is 5 
d 








extremely hazardous and the thoughts expressed 
therein should be rerarded as explorstory and 
tentative. 


Translations of recent speeches in the Grand 
National Asser’ly criticizing te present Saracorlu 
“overnment are being forwarde? unuer separate ‘ 
despatche av? 

= { Respectfully yours, 

be. I. Packer 
Charrcé atAffaires ad interim 


py of memorandum 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1328 dated 
May 28, 1945 from the American Embassy, 
Ankara, on the subject of "Popularity 
and strength of the present ‘urkish 
regime". 


COPY 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 


May 25, 1945 


You will recall that with the Embassy's des- 
patch No. 1086 dated February 19, 1945, there was 
transmitted a memorandum on the subject "Popularity 
and strength of the present Turkish regime". The 
Department's informal comment on that memorandum, 
which was forwarded by the Division of Central 
Services under date of Narch 22, 1945, asked for 
a "guess as to over what the political crisis 
may finally come". In an attempt to supply that 
guess, the following is written. 


It can be taken as axiomatic that the Govern- 
ment headed by Prime Minister $lkril Saracoglu is 
extremely unpopular with large sections of the 
population, especially the intellectuals and business- 
men. Some of the reasons for this unpopularity 
were given in the above-cited memorandum. Rumors, 
none of which seems to be sutstantiated by any 
factual evidence, have teen flying around for some 
time that the Government will be replaced in the 
near future, either voluntarily or otherwise. It 
is likely that many of the persons who believe that 
a vovernmental change is impendins are inspired by 
nothing rore than wishful thinking. 


Three inter-related events of the last several 
months, however, may possibly be hartingers of what 
is to come. ‘The first of these was the Government's 
decision to grant the press real freedom of discussion, 
including the right to be present at and freely 
comment upon meetings of the Grand National Assembly. 
In view of the cast of mind of the leaders of the 
present Government, it would be naive to think that 
this decision was taken out of any genuine regard 
for democratic principles. Far more likely, the 
Government simply did not wish to have to face 
charges of havins muzzled the press at a tire when 
the San Francisco Conference was meeting. This 
supvosition is borne out by the fact that the three 
newspapers which were suspended last October, TAN, 
VATAN and TASVIR, and which resumed publication last 
month, were not "permitted" to reopen but were 
ordered to do soe. It is known that the owners of 
TASVIR protested that they were entirely unprepared to 


° recomrence 


Be os 


recommence publication on short notice, that their 
staff was scattered, etc., but their protest was 
unavailing. 


Freedom of the press has acted like heady wine 
to the Turkish journalists, all wnprepared for such 
freetom. lost newspapers in Istanhul are feeling 
their way aread foot by foot and have establistied no 
definite ecitcrial policy ss yet. Others, notably the 
left-wing TAN, the reactionary TASVIR, am the conser- 
vative YENI SAVAH seem to have taken the opportunity 
to criticize virorously certain aspects (in the case 
of TAN nearly all) of the present ‘overnment's policy. 
As a reading of the Embassy's press telegram and 
“interpretative despatches will indicate, the Saracoclu 
Government's inept economic policy, or rather the lack 
of it, has come in for a large amount of criticism. 
And in the political field, ‘ekeriya and Sabihe Sertel 
in TAi) have called for the full application of the 
democratic rights puaranteed in the Turkish Constitu- 
tion. 


The second straw in the wind is the pending »ill 
to confiscate the land of holders of more than 5,000 
donums and to distribute it among the landless peasantry. 
Wany observers, both in Ankara and in Istanbul, seem to 
regard the bill‘as essentially political in character. 
Suesses as to the reasons for the Government's section 
in introducing it vary, althourh a large number of 
sources believe that it is intended (a) to mitigate the 
unrest which has been prevailing throuchout the country 
for so long, and (b) to overcome any charres, especially 
from Russia, that Turkey is a Fascist-minded country which 
pays no attention to: the welfare of the masses. 
Apparently, President Indnil has been behind the dill, 
for in his speech of Way 19 on the occasion of Youth Vay, 
he specifically referred to it in laudatory terms. 
Furthermore, it wold appear that Prime Minister 
Saracoglu, after the till had been considered for three 
months by a special committee of the Grand National 
Asserbly, intervened to impose his own views upon the 
Committee. In any event, Leputy Adnan Nendres of Aydin 
felt it necessary to resifn as rapnorteur of the 
Cormittee, and he openly c«iticized certain aspects 
of the draft law on the sround that they were inspired 
bv laws of Nazi ‘ermany. This cr’tic!sm had direct 
reference to the present linister of Agriculture Sevket 
Ragit lNatiporlu, who was educated in “ermanv. In the 
ensuing debate in the 4ssemtly, Sabit Sastrorlu, 
Deputy from Flazire, stated as follows: 'Twice we 
discussed the draft law in the committee. ‘the last 
day the Prime Vinister came and brouvht with him a pro- 
posal which upset the draft law, a proposal wich w'1l 
destroy unity and divide the country. “his move 
does not conform with our word of honor. ‘herefore, I 
withdraw my membership from the Cormittee. 1 rerret- 
fully state that the Frime linister has no right to do this.’ 


The 


The debate in the Grand National Assembly is 
particularly interesting because it is the first time 
in years that a debate has been open to the public and 
to the press. (The Embassy has, of course, had 
indications in the past that bills before the Assembly 
were debated with some vigor but always in camera.) 
The vehemence of the Deputies opposing the bill, who 
seem to be chiefly large landowners, may be contrasted 
with the efforts of the Government "machine" to force 
the bill through. The result appears to be a rift in 
the Republican Peoples Party, onewhich is said to ex- 
tend to the Cabinet. Probably no other bill in recent 
years, not excepting the motion to declare war on 
Germany, has shown such a diversity of opinion in the 
well-controlled Republican Peoples Party. 


A third symptom of restiveness which may lead to. 
a change in the Government has een the still-continuing 
debate on the current budget. In the Grand National 
Assembly, on Nay 21, 1945, nearly all speakers, includ- 
ing 411 Rana Tarhan, Chairman of the so-called “Independent 
Group" of the Republican Peoples Party, criticized the 
high cost of living, the alleged wastage of Government 
funds, the leck on the part of the Government of an 
effective policy to promote the economic advancement of 
the country, etc. Of all the speakers, the couraseous 
Hikmet Eayur, Deputy from Manisa and former Minister 
of National Economy in a pre-war Inént Cabinet, was most 
forthright. Mr. Bayur, who has long been an intransigent 
critic of the Goverment and who is known to be in 
extreme disfavor with the President, made no bones about 
charging the Sovernment wi th incompetence, the protection 
of profiteers, malfeasance in office, graft, etc. Con- 
cluding, }r. Bayur stated as follows: "The prestige of 
the Government, that of the State and the Grand National 
Assembly is at stake. Unfortunately, serious investigations 
are not conducted in these matters. The Government is 
unable to put a stop to these things. It should either 
prove itself? capable of this task or resign. In fact, 
it should set thines done or withdraw." (It may be asked 
how it is that Nr. Bayur is able to retain his seat in 
the tssembly and at the same time so caterorically. 
criticize the Government. ‘he explanation is that he has 
a well-established reputation for probity, toth in his 
electorate and throvghout the country, and the Government 
may be reluctant to bring down upon itself the opprobrium 
of arranging for him to be "defeated" in the next election. 
This 1s just another example of the way politics are con- 
ducted in Turkey. It is difficult to characterize the 
Government as fascist, for it is more than anythine else a 
compromise. Perhaps it is most similar to the American 
city "machine" type of government, with its ostensible 
regard for the principles of democracy.) 


From the foregoing data three thourhts come to mind, 
(1) that the Saracoglu Government is extremely unpopular, 
(2) that there is now available a means by which the press, 


and 


and hence the public, may express its dissatisfaction, 

and (3) that the storm of protest acainst the Government 
may force its demise. It is entirely possible, of course, 
that with the relaxation of the press censorship, the 
newspapers will simply blow-off steam, and that on the 
safety-valve principle tension will be eased. However, 

at the present moment it would appear more likely that 
the Saracoglu Government will be forced out by one means 
or another. ‘here is certainly little likelihood that 
the well-trained Deputies would attempt a revolt and 

pass a motion of no confidence. It should be borne in 
mind that these Deputies are chosen, not elected, bv the 
sole political party in Turkey and that most of them are 
far too comfortable and too beholden to the leaders of 
the party to attempt any independent move, if indeed such 
a thought ever should occur to them. It is not imvossible 
that President Inént, wishing to rid himself of an un- 
popular administration, will exercise his constitutional 
right to dismiss the Saracoglu Cabinet and form another one. 
Whether or not this would involve simply a change of 
faces but no change in real policy is debatable. lost 
observers very much doubt that the President,a vindictive 
and unforgiving person, would place in power any of such 
independent, politicians as Rauf Orbay, Celal Bayar, or 
Tevfik Rustu Aras. The odds strongly favor the choice 

of some obedient politician to head a new Government. 
However, should an independent Prime Minister be 
appointed, an interesting situation might develop, for 
under the Turkish Constitution the President has no more 
power than the President of the Third "rench Republic, 
although in fact, of course, he exercises practically 
dictatorial powers. In the event of a dispute between the 
President and the Prime Vinister, it would be the Grand 
National Assembly which would decide one way or another 
bv carrving or not carrying a mot#¥on of confidence in 

the Cabinet. 


Another possible means of a change in the Government, 
although less likely, wovld be through the further 
development of the apparent split in the Party membership 
in the Grand National issembly. It 1s concetvatle that 
by means of such a split a two-party system could. develop 
which might brin= about the downfall of the Saracoglu 
Cabinet and the substitution of one havinre the support 
of the majority of one of the two competing groups. 


In conclusion, it should be emphasized that the 
foregoing thoughts are hichly tentative. However, thev 
represent the concensus of a number of well-qualified 
Turkish sources, and for that reason way be of some 
intereste 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1339 dated June 2, 1945 
from the American Hmbassy, Ankara, on the subject 
"Views on-current world problems expressed by 
Necmettin Sadak, Editor-in-Chief of AKSHAM and 
Member of the Grand National Assembly". 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Participants: Wecemettin Sadak, Editor-in-Chief 
of Istanbul newspaper AKSUA™ and 
Wembher- of Yoreign «affairs Committee 
of Grand ational Assembly 
and 
John Evarts uorner, Third Secretary, 
American Embassy, snkara 


Subject: Current World Froblems 
Place: Ankara Palas votel 
Dates: June 1, 1945 


1. Whe bevant: Mr. Sadak expressed consideretle 
concern over the p 
Lebanon, and indicated his Lelief toat the “rench 
action in sendin: reinforcements there was ar 
mistake, ‘le mide *t plain that the Yurkish 5 
feel MS~particular sympath: for the Arebs as such 
but on the contrary there is a mutual antipattn 
the two ricés, Te indicate., however, + 
net fiveriws syria and The Lebanon in order to have 
those countries ¢£ of the empire of another 

power. turkey, ir. continued, preferr to 

have as ius neirhtors small ar independent nations. 


























&. International Urvanizeation: I mentioned to 
’r., Sac that had followed with interest “"s 
series of editorials dealings with the United iation 
Conference on International Orranizatiton (See 
Lmbassy's press telcrrams). I remarked that real 
progress s 1s to have been rade at the conference 
and that this aucurs well for the future. lr. 
Sadak agreed that a covenant would be sirned at San 
Vrancisco, but expressed his disappointment that 
only minor rodificatiors had been made in ths 
Dumbarton Oaks proposals, He stated he was opnosed 
to veto power for the permarent merlers of the 
Security Council, believing it to he incorvatible 
with democratic practice.for one powor alone to 
prevent an agetressor from being punished (Srom iis 
later remarks, there is -no doubt in my mind that 
tr, Sadak was primarily concerned with a possit1s 
veto by Russia). Wr. Sadak said he thoucht the 
covenant of the Lease of Nations was a more 
effective framewor': for international orsanization 
than the covenant he e-pects to emerge from 3an 
























Francisco, and in t!41s connection point eut that 
the failure of the League of wations nrimarils 
due to the failure of the United Kincedom and “rance 





te enforce it. (It shevld bo renttoned in tris 


connection 


connection that Vr. Sadak was permanent Turkish 
Delegate to the League of Nations for several years). 


3. Soviet Russia: Mr. Sadak expressed the 
ROVIe SUBS. Ee 


prevalent turkish mistrust of Russia's intention, 
We remar a émocracies had not entvéréed the 


war against Germany simply in order to replace German 
hegemony by that of Russia. Ue described the Russian 
leaders as "fanatics" and indicated that he thought 
Russia's aim still was world revolution. le said 
that, to his mind, Stalin was more dangerous than 
Hitler for whereas Hitler had simply wanted "living 
space” in Europe, Stalin's ambitions extended to the 
entire world. Ir. Sadak continued tat it made 
little difference to the inhabitants of Poland, 
Bulgaria, Rumania and Czechoslovakia whether they 
were occupied by German or Russian troops, both 
occupat’ons being equally unbearable. He believed 
that the only means of preventing a future wag was 
for the british and imericans to show a firm attitude 
to the Russians, for he thought the Russians would 
interpret any compromisé esture as-an~-indtcation of 
Teetleness. ~ “Myr, Sadak made it clear that he doubted 
whether Russia wovld make any rove to evacuate her 
troops from the lalkans. 


4. Libya: Wr. Sadak scoute the idea (expressed 
severel months aro ty Husseyin Cahin Yalchin in TANT) 
that Turkey would like to have Libya returned to her. 
He said that Libya was nothing but a liability and, 
in any cere, a nation without a powerful navy had no 
businers having overseas colonios. 
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I learned from usually reliable Turkish source 
that resignation of Secretary General of the party, 
Esendal, resulted from fact that President Inonu dis» 
ploased at Esendal's inability to still criticism of 
the govt in Grand National Assembly declined to sco 
Esendal when latter requosted an appointment: that 
Escndal who intended to intercede onbchalf of Minister 
of Commerce thereupon rosigned. (Embs 716 and 718 May 
Sl and 721 June 1); that resignation of Minister of 


Economy not likely to be accepted for time boings 


NOTE: Delayed because message originally received 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch Noe 1346 dated June 4, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara on the 
subject "The Republican People's Party and the 
Elections". 


COPY 





SPUSLICA, PMOPLE'S PARTY AND THE ELECTIOWS 





The peneral feeling today among intellectuals in 
Turkey is that the elections for the Grand National Assembly 
have been, to use the least »rovocative term, "unconstitutional". 
Every four years when the elections are lield, the General 
Teadquarters of the Republican People's Farty draws up a 
list of the candidates it wants elected and after the said 
list has been approved *y the Fresident of the Republic, 
the Prime Minister, the lresident of the Grand Nat‘onal 
Assemly and the Secretary General of the Republican 
People's Party, the names of the candidaves are communicated 
to their constituencies with additional instruct/ons con- 
cerning their election. 


Me same thing is true with respect to the "Independent 
Group" of the Republican People's Party, whose Vice Tresident 
is directl> responsitle to the Sec.-cotary General and to the 
President of the People's Party, Ismet Inonu. 


The electors have no choice whatever in these elections. 
Tie reople's Party orranizations all over the country ‘old 
the necessary reetings and see to it thit the rsons whose 
s apnear in the lists received from the ticadquarters are 
etei, As the Prime Vinister 1s also Vice ! resident of 
Republican People's Farty, there °s close cooneration 

the naads of the local rovernments and the local 
art» quarters all over the covntr:. 
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he present svssem with regard to nolitical parties 
in Tu has Jed to starnation in the “Lelds of nolitics 
anc’ social and economic life. 





The failure efficiently to orraniae the economic and 
food administrations in the ecuntry hes been largely due 
to the lack of pwrlic criticism. t is claimes there was a 
plenitude of foodsturfs in the country and } it not veer 
for this ‘nefficiency the countr’ would not have experiencel 
the excessively high cost of Jivin’ during the last five 
yearse 











Some of the deputies who dared to criticize, in th 
sess'ons of the Grand iiational ‘issemply, the economic 
conditions prevailing in the country, hove been severely 
reprimanded }y the tarty authorities and sore of them were 
dropned fron membership in the Creand ational ‘ssem ly when 
the last elections took place on the round that they had 
failei to live vo to the princivles of the beonle's Party. 
Thus, it ts o vions thet critieisn can talre place only in 
the troup “eetin:s held * ehind closed doorse 





2 open 








Tt is also claine: tet the Administrative “ody in the 
“eneral Ueadquarters of the Repui lican reonle's Yarty is 
medc up of pro-‘erman memvers of the ‘rand sattonal 
tssemily. Several of these memLers who came from the 
Vinistry cf Lducation favored Cerman discipline and the 


German 


German educational system. Cevat Dursunoglu, who was born 

at Erzurum, was the Director Gen ral of Higher Education 

in the Ministry and the supervisor of turkish Students in 
cermany for several years. He was called Cevad Germen 
before family names were adopted ‘n Turkey, so profound 

were his sympathies for Germany. Mehmed Emin Erisgil, 

who was Undersecretary in the Ninistr’ of Education before 
he was elected a deput’, is also a member of the said 
Administrative body. He translated Durkeim’s hook on 
philosophy and for years has taught Durkeim's philosophy 

in the ‘lormal School for boys, in the School of Civil 
Administration and in the University of Languages, tistory 
and Yeography.e Nafi ituf Kansu and Ridvan Nafiz Edguer, 

as well as two or three others come also from the linistry 
of Education where they held the positions of Undersecretaries 
and Director Generals of Elementary lducation. They also are 
members of the present \dministrative ‘ody of the Republican 
People's Party, and were strong partisans of German education 
and discipline. The influence of this clique has been so 
strong in the Ministry of Education for the last twenty 
vears that hirh rankine officials of the same Ministry who 
were discovered to have the slirhtest liking for American 
education were immediately advised to take 2 trip to Germany 
and were sent to Germany to study as well as to inspect 

the Turkish scudents in the same country. This happened in 
the case of Avni (Inciliz ivni), who had translated Dr. 

John Dewev's Yook on "School am Society". He was 2 memler 
of the Couneil of Rducation when he translatei this book 

and “t was not long afterwards that he was sent to “Cermany 
as Inspector of Turkish students. The traditional policy 

of the Tinistry of Hducation has | een to keep away, 
especially from its )eadauirters and from Universities, 
Wormal Schools and similar institutions, men and women 

who have been educated in American colleges in Turkey and 

in the United states of America. 





The only member of the said body of idministrat*on who 
was educated in the american Colleges in Turkey and in the 
United States of America, as well 2s in Cermany is Kasim 
Culek (Deputy from Adana). Of course, he is in the extreme 
minority and therefore he can hardly exert any influence 
over “mportant matters discussed in the rarty. 


These pro-German men, who had an important influence 
in shaping, the policy of eitucation in Turtsey after the 
German aid I'rench educationsl systems, are now outlining 
the policy of the whole country in many fields, as merters 
of the Administrative body of the Republican People's Perty. 
Althourh this ody does not have a direct ‘nfluence upon the 
business of the various linistries, it exercises its 
influence through the prorrar of the Feople's Party, wherein 
the policies and activities of the Vinistries are outlined. 











The candidates of the seople's Party are elected in 
most cases from constituencies atout which they know very 
little. Seventy to eirhty percent of the candidates have 
never seen or visited their constituencies until the time 
of their election. Upon the announcement of the names of 


the 


is 


the candidates and upon the appearance of their names 

in the press, they are supposed to make a trip to the 
sonstituency in question to visit the Governor, the Mayor 
and high officials in the local People's’ Party quarters, 
and setacquainted with them. This is typical. Amusing, 
in one sense, and pathetic, in another sense, is the fact 
that the members of the Grand National Assembly bear the 
official title "Representative of ‘the Nation". This title 
is disappointing to many intellectuals, for the members of 
the Grand National Assembly represent the Feople's Party 
headquarters and certainly not the Nation. 


It is strongly rumoured that this system cannot 
last very long. The present resime cannot survive in the 
face of full criticism, when such criticism is permitted. 
And such eriticism will be permitted immediately after 
Freedom of the Press is accepted at the San "rancisco 
Conference. 


The success of the present Government and the Republican 
People's Party depends upon their ability to manage internal 
affairs without sivins way to criticism and to create a 
stable and liberal repine which will te respected amd trusted 
loth at home and abroade And the only we open to such 
a regime will be to have free elections throughout the country 
without the Sovemment's or the nepublicen People's Party's 
interterence.e. Such freeiom at elections will naturally 
lead to the formtion of another political party, which is 
very much needed in the country. It is stroncely rumoured that 
Inonu is seriously thinking of having free elections in the 
next elections to take place sometime towards the end 
of 1946, if not earlier. 
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those earnestly believing that the creation of a second 
political party under present circumstances would be 
beneficial for the reneral interest of the country is 

to withdraw from the Republican People's Party and 

draw up the program of a new party, on grounds not in 
conflict with the provisions of theConstitution”® Mre 

Us warned, however, that "Lhe coming together of five 

or ten people is not enough for the formation of a new 
political organization, since in order that a political 
party should fully represent a value, it is necessary that 
it have a consideratle number of representatives in the 
Grand National issembly. Consequently, the endeavors 
made today for the establishment of a second party merely 
consist of preparations for a new general election" 

Vr. Us sugeested in conclusion: “For the wetter of 
creation of a second party to be given serious thovcht, 

it would be advisable for us to wait for the establishment 
pround us of a new world order and the iishandment of 

the armies still on cuty in Europe". 


Writine in the liheral TANTN of June 5th, curhan Lelge 
noin_ed out that while the Republican People's barty 
originolly was a “revolutionary organization born out of 
the national strurgle" it had s'nee become “the atode of 
a multitude of compromises affordine protection to 
tho-hts, interests and individuals havinr nothing in 
cormon but all of which have souzht to henefit thereby 
one wav or another". «r. belre went on to assert that 
"though the cioor to the ri¢ht was wide open, the coor 
to the lcft was hermetically sealed, a situation which 
had led the Party to the present intellectual stamnation. 
Tt was cbvious that the conrestion created by the 
retrograde slement crowdin’ in from the richt was to 
reduce in the end the elast’city of the spirit of com- 
promise and, on the verv first occasion, to result in an 
evplosion. ‘his explosion actually did take place in 
connection with the Land Law and we now see that the 
People's farty, instead of remaininre the partyof the 
modest and idealistic individuals who saved the cou try, 
is today faced with the danger of becorning the varty 
of clements pivotins around certain private wealth and 
fortuae, the orivin of which is very dubious", whe writer 
then sugmested that the Farty, at an extraordinary Party 
Congress to be convoked, should decide whether it was to 
he conserva tive or Lit eral, and that that section of 
opinion wich found itself in tte minority shovld then 
Torr the new ition party. Ir. | elre concluded: 








"Me sion for a transition from a sin-ls arty s7stem 
to a ruliui-party "ayia will have to come from the 
Peoplets Party". ie warned: "In order that the Party 


Congress *n question should yield concrete results, 
it is essential that the tan placei on the left and 
the sly excommunication on leftist activity should be 
lifted", 


The replacement as linister of Commerce of Gelal Sait 
Siren hy Reif »aradeniz, epyty from Trabzon (Sce my 
avove-cited telerram .o. 716) has caused considerable 
bewilderment in Ankara, since |r. Karadeniz 1s under- 
stood to have been dismissed as } inister of Customs and 








lonopolies 


Monopolies in 1943 because of inefficiency and * 
carelessness. Mr. Karadeniz appears to be little 

known, and whv he should be selected for the critical SS 
Commerce portfolio at a time when criticism of the 
Saracoglu Sovernment's economic policy is mounting 

is difficult to fathom. 


As reported in my telegram lio. 752 dated June 2, 
4 pem., the rost lorical e:planation of the resirnation 
of hr. Numdah gevket Esendal as Sec etary General of the 
Republican People's karty was Vresident Inonu's 
displeasure over his inability to still criticism of the 
“overnment in the Grand National Assembly. (See inter 
alia my telegram No. 734 dated June 3, 1 p.m.). 
According to several generally reliable sources, 
Mr. Esendal was not a person of strons character and 
definitely did not have the confidence of the members 
of the Party. Amons the persons who are mentioned as 
his successor are Hilmi Uran, Minister of the Interior, 
Tevfik Fikret Silay, Fresident of the istanbul ioard 
of .dministrators of the Republican People's Party, and 
Saffet Arikan, who formerly held the samo post, more 
recently was lurk sh Amiassaaor to Lerlin and is now 
Chairman of the Assembly's Foreirn Affairs Committee. 
It is improbable that \safi Atuf Kansu, who had been 
appointed Secretary General ad interim, will 
permanently. it is believed hishly prohaile that these 
chanres in the Cabinet and in the Xepublican <conle's 
Party are the .1lroct result of the recent c iticisr in 
the press and in the rand National Assembly itself of the 
policies of the Saracoglu “overnment. ‘whether they will 
be followed ‘y other chanres of a more farercachin kind 
still an open question, althouch, in this connection, 
ivesident Inénil's tenacity end loyalty to his friends 
ray cause him to retain the nresent Ualinet es lon- as 
i i niy possible, 
S own beorso 



























1 ponularity and hold en the countr’ 
entent’on of the pressnt vnvopular 
that he would tnsist on a complete 
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reshuffle, and 't may cven e trus, as is rumored, that 
he will see in the formation of a two-party syvster the 
solution to the present impasse. Un the other rand y 


there ‘s a strone likelihood that tho President's 
arents would not dare to inform,him that his own 
ponvlarity is diminishine, just as the late Ataturk's 
doctors failed to tell him shat he could not live 
unless he ceased his da* lv drinking } outs. 


Should a new political vserty eventuate, it would, 
of course, ie necessary for ‘resident indnth to reconsider 
his position as life-time resident of the depuilican 
Feople's Party. 


hespectfull; 
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772, June 9, 9 p.m. 

A Deputy who is friendly to US and critical of 
Sarrcoglu Govt has. informed me that in his opinion 
Saracoglu Govt will continue in power for a further 
year or twos; that current opposition to Saracoglu 
is not (rpt not) united and is mostly based on personal 
reasons; that he fears eventual successor to Saracoglu 
as PRIMMIN will be present reactionary iin of Aericulture 


Hatipoglu, who is supported by new Ifin of Labor Inmak 
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and Sukru Kocsk who likely to be new Min of Civil 


Aviation and who he indicated is a general staff stooge} 


that Hasan Saka in view of hie close relationship = 
= 4%, 
with Inonu is nevertheless a possible successor to be E 
a an 
Saracoglu. eB 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 8 Ankara, June 14, 1945 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Internal political affairs; 
rumored formation of new political 
party; Government's decision to hold 
free" by-elections 


rn 


DEV ouets 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: gO7e8 6-7 tf 
TKR Ba ae OF : 
Referring to my despatch Noe 1358, dated June 7, 
1945 on the subject "Continuation of criticisms of 
Saracoglu Government; rumored impending formation of 
opposition political party; change in Cabinet and 
Republican People's Party", I have the honor to report 
that the Republican People's Party official newspaper 
ULUS of June 8, 1945 carried an announcement by Prime 
Minister Sikri saracoglu that by-elections will be held 
on June 17th to fill vacancies in the six constituencies 
of Kocaeli, Zonguldak, Sivas, Burdur, Istanbul and Qorum. 
The announcement, which was made by Mr. Saracoglu in 
\ Bis capacity as Vice President of the Republican People's 
Party, added that the Party would ngt nominate official 
we pandidates. pat wis Bie he gt 5.20 eres 
E These elections will be the first under the Republic 
.dn which the Republican People's Party has not desisnated 
‘official candidates, and it is understood to be in the 
nature of an experiment by President Indnd, possibly 
to serve as a precedent for the next general electionse 
As previously reported (See, inter alia, the enclosure 
to the Embassy's despatch No. 1%6, dated June 4, 1945 
on the subject "The Republican People's Party and the 
Elections"), in the past the Party has nominated official 
candidates who perforce had to be elected owing to the 
lack of opposition candidates. In the present instance, 
the by-elections will not be "free" as that word is 
understood in the United States, for the candidates will 
be elected by the so-called "secondary" electors, who 
themselves were selected by the People's Party at the last 
general election held in February 1943. However, these 
electors, who in an averarse constituency would number 
about 2000, will, it is understood, be permitted to vote 
by secret ballot. Furthermore, not all of them are 
members of the Party ami even those vho are may be 
expected to share in some measure the current dissatis- 
faction with the Party hierarchy, which is intricately 
bound up with the Saracoglu Cabinet. 
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According to the ULUS of June 13, 1945, 53 candidates 
have registered their names in Istanbul, 14 in Sivas, 
22 in Gorum, 15 in Zonguldak and 20 in Kocaeli. Among the 
candidates in Zonguldak is former Foreign Minister Tevfik 
Rust aras. Mr. Aras, who is generally considered a 
Russophile is reported by the newspaper CUMHURIYET of 
June 11, 1945 to have made the following preliminary 
electoral statement: 


"I shall consider 1t my foremost duty, while 
I remain a deputy, to be careful to comply with 
the Constitution, and to control the Government's 
actions conscientiously, but with unquenchable deter- 
mination. As for the business field, I am convinced 
that the chief problem of today is to ease the high 
cost of living which is greatly troubling our people 
without causing great upheavals in our economic body, 
and to alleviate the heavy taxes caused by unusual 
conditions, without encumbering the set work, by 
regulating them with justice and the power of the 
taxpayerse I wish to come to Zonguldak and speak to 
my countrymen." 


Mr. Aras came in for criticism in the conservative TASVIR 
of June 12, and was supported by Zekeriya Sertel in the 
liberal TAN of June 13. (Copies of the two editorials are 
enclosed). 


Possibly taking as a precedent certain American 
electoral contests, one of the more colorful candidates 
for Istanbul is Gregor Kelekyan who, according to the 
newspaper TANIN of June 12, 1945, is the "jazz king of 
Istanbul". Mr. Kelekyan's program includes the setting 
up of a Composers and Authors Society, the creation of a 
syndicate to further anicable relations between employers 
and artists, the establishment of free theaters, the 
arrangement of cultural, artistic and sports ceremonials 
"thus to render Turkey more attractive to tourists who are 
sick of the fiords of Scandinavia, the lakes of Switzerland 
and the palm trees of the Riviera", and "finally to give 
a new flavor to the debates of the Grand National Assembly". 
Mr. Kelekyan will have to compete for the fickle favor of 
the public with former Deputy Hakki Tarik Us, President 
of the Istanbul Press Association, and brother of Deputy 
Asim Us, as well as with Mrs. Halide Edip Adivar, one of 
the most colorful associates of Kemal Ataturk in the early 
days of the revolution. Mrs. Adivar is a well-known 
novelist, served as a Top Sergeant in the Kemalist Armies 
and between 1926 and 1939, following a disagreement with 
the President, lived in enforced exile in Great Britain 
and France. 


Opinions with respect to the real meaning of the 
by-elections and whether or not they will really be free 
vary considerably. It is rumored that the Government will 
permit certain of the more liberal candicates to be elected 
with a view to creating a favorable impression abroad. 

In any event, in view of the fact that the electorates are 
well dispersed and that the electors, albeit hand-picked, 


probably 
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probably will be able to vote by secret ballot, the 

results may give sane indication of the real strength of 

the opposition to the Saracoglu Government. The more 
liberal conditions under which the by-elections will be held 
place in relief continued rumors of the impending formation 
of an opposition political party, which, however, as pointed 
out by several journalists, can hardly be formed unless there 
is a modification of the present laws on the organization 
of political and other associations. (A translation of an 
article on this subject by Cami Baykurt which appeared in 
the French-language LA TURQUIE of June 8 is enclosed) 

Also of considerable interest in connection with the by- 
elections is the report of a stormy meeting of the 
Republican People's Party on June 12, 1945 during the 

course ,of which four deputies (Cel&l Bayar, Refik Koraltan, 
Fuat Koprulu and Adnan Menderes) apparently presented a 
petition requesting certain changes in the organization 

of the party and in certain laws. According to the 

press, the petition was rejected, only the four sponsors 
voting for it. (The conservative YENI SABAH of June 12 
indicated that Deputy Bayar had asked for a modification of 
Section 50 of the Press Law which gives the Cabinet wide 
authority to suppress newspapers, and that this suggestion 
has been "referred to the appropriate committee",) 


The Government's decision not to nominate official 
candidates for the by-elections, the statements of the many 
candidates for the different constituencies and other 
aspects of the elections hav been followed with intense 
interest by the press. For example, the liberal TAN has 
carried an almost daily "Man in the Street" poll, generally 
prefaced with the question "Suppose there were no secondary 
electors and you were able to choose the deputies personally, 
whom would you choose?" TAN has also carried several 
editorials by its editor Zekeriya Sertel criticizing the 
manner in which the by-elections will be conducted. (As 
of possible interest, there is enclosed a summarized 
translation of the TAN editorial of June 10, 1945, as well 
as a reply to it by the semi-official Foreign Office spokes- 
man, Necmeddin Sadak, which was carried in the conservative 
AKSHAM of June 11, 1945.) 


There is also enclosed,for the Department's records, 
a translation of an article from ULUS of June 8, 1945 
mentioning the qualifications which must be possessed by 
candidates for election to the Grand National Assembly. 
Respectfully yours, 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR i?) 





First Secretary of Embassy 
cc: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
File No. 800 
JEH/IH 
To the Department in Original ami Hectograph 
Enclosures: 
1/2/3/4/5/6/ Copies of translations of 
newspaper articles 


4 Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945 from the 
American Embassy, Ankara, Turkey, on the subject of Internal 
Political Affairs,Rumored Formation of New Political Party; 
Government's Béecision to Hold "Free" by-Elections. 


Editorial from TASVIR, June 12, 


Tevfik Rigtu Aras has presented his candidacy for the vacant 
deputyship of Zonguldak...It is not difficult to understand that 
those who have not withdrawn from the political stage by-their 
own will should again come forth on occasions such as the present 
one, Having enjoyed for years the delicious fruits of power the 
insincere words uttered in order to again reach out for them - 
to tell the truth - convince no one... Dr. Aras in his declaration 
states that he will see to it that during his deputyship the Con- 
stitution will be strictly adhered to, and that he will consider 
it his foremost duty to control reasonably but with undaunted 
determination the government's actions. He has for long years 
been deputy and Foreign Minister. During this period he has 
affixed his signature to many a project conflicting with the Con- 
stitution. We can at any moment show his signatures to him. 

What change has taken place in Dr. Aras that he is today finding in 
himself the courage to come forward as the defender of freedom, 
while in the course of fifteen years he has paid no attention to 
the matter of observing the provisions of the Constitution, and has 
not uttered one single word by way of control until he left the 
Assembly. He could have acted like his esteemed friend and 

comrade in fortune, the honorable Sikri Kaya, and regarded the 
method of making himself forgotten the best way to regain prestige... 
When we heard the rumors that the former Minister of the Interior 
(Sikri Kaya) was going to run in the forthcoming elections we were 
greatly astonished but, fortunately, he declared that he wasn't 

and so we could take a breath of relief. We would have been indeed 
surprised to see him reappear on the scene as a champion of freedom, 
remembering that he has not made the slightest effort in the name 
of freedom while Minister of the Interior and at a time when the 
country had no fears and worries whatever. On the contrary, he 

has done many things prejudicial to this country by his negative and 
evil role in the adoption of the press and police laws, and in the 
modification of the law on associations... Riigtii Aras too is one 

of these persons. He has performed his tusk, stood his test 

before the nation and been liquidated on the political stage. 

The freedom he wants is not a freedom for the good of the nation 
but a freedom to regain his 01@ splendour... We do not know the 
thoughts entertained by the second electors of Zonguldak, and we 
are not ‘blaming Rustii Aras for having placed his candidacy - this 
being his right, But it is also our right to express our views 

in regard to persons who have been tried and have not satisfied 

the country. On the other hand it is the right of the second elec- 
tors to vote or not to vote in favor of such personse.. The thing 
which is certain today is that the atmosphere which will henceforth 
prevail in this country is not favorable for the Tevfik Ristiis, Sukru 
Kayas, Fazil Ahmets and Cemil Barlases. 


("How can we believe in Rugtu sras' words..." 
py Tasvir - TASVIR - editoriul, June 12) 


Enclosure 2/ to Despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945 from the 
fmerican Embassy, Ankara, Turkey, on the subject of Internal 
Political Affairs, Rumored Formation of New Political Party; 
Government's Decision to Hold "Free" By-Elections. 


Editorial from TAN, June 13. 


The fact that the People's Party has decided not to place 
any candidates for the forthcoming elections constitutes an event 
offering an opportunity to measure the degree of political maturity 
in the country. The situation so far is encouraging and hope- 
inspiring. Indeed, the interest manifested by the public in the 
elections is most praiseworthy. Most of those who have presented 
their candidacy, however, are persons who ever since have been 
struggling to become deputies but for some reason or other failed 
to attain their aim. The number of persons among these candidates 
who have a definite political and social program, however, is very 
small, and our newspapers therefore are endeavoring to frustrate 
their chantes. In this connection, a newspaper seems to be opposed 
to Tevfik Rigtil Aras' candidacy for deputyship. (Istanbul Press 
Comment, June 12, Page 6). Among the new candidates Dr. T, R. 
aéras has come forth with a most concise program which may be summed 
up as a defense of the social, political and economic principles 
proclaimed by the Republican People's Party at the time of its 
foundation, and which moreover advocates a full adherence to the 
Constitution, ‘Yovfik Riigth believes that the People's Party has 
gradually deviated from the referred to principles, and that the 
provisions of the Constitution are not being fully observed. Judging 
from the criticism raised by our colleague against T. R. Acas it 
appears that he too is of the same opinion. He is however committing 
a@ mistake in trying to place all the responsibility therefor on T.R. 
aweee u'icre. It should be iemembered that T, R, aras is a statesman 
who under atatirk hus successfully conducted the country's foreign 
pehicy. It would be indesd urfair to ask an asseunt of the Foreign 
Minister for the actions of the Gemmerce biinister, or attask - say = 
the Minister of Justies fer the mistakes e¢emmitted by the Minister 
ef the Interior, T. R. Aras may have affixed his signature to 
laws conflicting with the Constitution, but we should not forget 
that the same laws and decisions bear also the signatures of even 
more responsible ministers, Therefore, if we try to widen the 
frame of responsibility, it would be necessary to liquidate the 
Ministers and deputies who during the past twenty-five years have 
had a part in the country's administration, andvho have approved 
these laws and decisions in the Grand National Assembly. But wouldn't 
it be a somewhat exaggerated action to keep all these men away 
from political life? In our opinion, the whole matter should be 
treated as follows: so far all our laws, legislation and adminis- 
trative system have been adjusted in a manner insuring the success, 
domination and power of one party. As a result, the principles pro- 
claimed at the time of the foundation of the People's Party as well 
as the Constitution have been neglected. As a matter of fact, the 
Press Law, the Press Association Law, the Law on Associations, and 
the Law on the Police Organization have all been adopted under the 
influence of this mentality. These laws have rendered nil the 
freedom of speech, organization and thought insyred by the Consti- 
tution. As a result of the restrictions set by these laws we 
cannot speak, write, form parties or organize associationSee. No 
sign whatever is noticeable on the part of the government in the 
matter of an elimination of these obstacles. The government is 
indeed, while on the one hand talking of the existence of press 


freedom 


Bom 


freedom in the country and of its intention not to view with 
disfavor the creation of a second party, is on the other hand 
refusing to lay down the weapons in its hands. In view of the 
fact that the President himself has detlared that such a change 
can only be effected by the Assembly, it is necessary that the number 
of persons favoring this new mentality should increase in the 
Assembly. Those desirous to see a democratic mentality progress 
in our country cannot oppose the candidacy of T. R. Aras, and of 
all those entertaining a similar mentality. We are therefore of 
the opinion that it would be an appropriate move on the part 

of the Zonguldak second electors to vote for T. R. Aras. 


("The point to which we have to pay attention in 
the elections" by M. Z. Sertel - TAN - editorial, 
: June 13) 


Enclosure 3/ to Despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945 from the 
American Embassy, Ankara, Turkey, on the subject of Internal 
Political Affairs, Rumored Formation of New Political Party; 
Government's Decision to Hold "Tree" By-Elections. 


TRANSLATION 


LA TURQUIE 
June 8, 1945, 


The Question of a Second Party 
By Cami Baykurt,. 


Our colleagues in Anatolia are busy these days with the 
ereation of 4 ew party, The only way to understand the importance 
of such & movement is to look at the nature of the forces which 
have felt and caused to be felt the necessity of such a creation. 
Now there exists one Party and one government which has originated 
therefrom und which has public authority. It is superfluous to 
wonder to what depths the roots of this Farty reack down into the 
public organism, and the reasons behind the weak opposition which 
is shown toward it. The small oppositional minority and the great 
majority which have been constituted recently in the Party itself 
reflect the repercussion felt in the face of the turn which the 
course of world events has taken; and these two tendencies procéed 
directly therefrom. If ths were not the case, such a controversy 
would have no justification. It is clear that what we are witnés- 
sing is not the result of deep waves. The surface is now rough 
through the action of winds coming from the open sea. Those who 
feel the necessity of making changes in the face of present circum- 
stances, whether they are in the Party or outside it, are obliged 
clearly to take account of the political capital transmitted by 
the past and to envisage it in its actual reality. We are not 
certain whether, as our distinguished colleague, Mr. Burhan Belge, 
suggests, the party can carry out a purification and a classification 
of its ranks, nor that it can undertake, as other colleagues claim, 
the democratic reforms demanded by the nation. It is still less 
able to do so under the régime set up by the exceptional laws 
which have been extended without rime or reason. In spite of that 
there is complete agreement on the necessity for social reforms 
but there is disagreement as to ascertaining who is to take the 
initiative therein. 


In fact, the solution of such a problem is really difficult 
if one takes into account the fact that those who are directly 
interested therein, the inhabitants of the cities and the bulk of 
the peasants, show no inclination for action. 4s for the intel- 
lectual class which has been directing the policy of our country 
since 1908, its mentality does not render it capable of doing more 
than create the present situation. Certainly, if there is re- 
sponsibility, it is incumbent upon the intellectual class since 
absolute monarchy, the successor of the Byzantine Empire, has 
disappeared since this resolution. It is especially incumbent upon 
the republican intellectual class, the class which by a crushing 
majority has constituted the various Parliaments which have succeeded 
each other in our country since that date. The latter broke up 
very quickly into two distinct parties: the first, formed by 
persons prefering to take refuge under the protecting wing of the 
State; the second, formed by more capable persons and constituting 
the class with private initiative. Those who have traveled into 
the interior of the country must have noticed that the coffeehouses 
where business is done ‘are assembled around the government buildings, 
as at Paris around the stock exchange, 


One 
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One therefore sees that whatever the changes on the surface 
may be the regime preserves its traditional character. Putting 
aside all the parliamentary delusions the real depositaries of 
power, who are the creators of the emblem with the six arrows, 
have the duty of undertaking this new step if the meaning of the 
last arrow (revolutionary) is true. At a time when the destiny 
of the world is being fixed, if a third world war is not near - 
which seems to be true = and if the possibilities of turning back-= 
ward are discarded - of which we ere sure - the creators of the 
six:..arrows should think that the time has come to carry out the 
engagements undertaken. They are revolutionaires, let them prove 
it. 


Enclosure 4/ to despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject 
“Internal political affairs; rumored formation of 
new political party; Government's decision to hold 
"free" by-elections 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Newspaper 
TAN of 
June 10, 1945 


Our experience in democracy is so limited and 
our ignorance so great that we cannot help committing 
mistakes even at the very outset of an undertaking 
resembling free elections. The first mistake begins 
with the announcement of the elections by Saracoglu 
in the name of the Republican People's Party. Nowhere 
in the world are elections directed by parties this 
being a task devolving upon the government. Even if 
the government should happen to be a.party government 
it is being considered as a neutral institution acting 
in the name of the nation. The fact, therefore, that 
it is the People's Party which is announcing the elections 
and which will direct them constitutes the greatest 
evidence that this new experiment is not a genuine one. 
The second mistake consists of the fact that although the 
People's Party had decided not to nominate any candidates 
of its own, party members have presented their candidacy. 
Members of a party can be presented as candidates only 
by their party. It should be borne in mind that the 
People's Party by deciding not to present any candidates 
has thus made clear that it does not intend to participate 
in the elections of the six new deputies. Therefore 
members of this party should too abstain from running 
in the elections. The third mistake consists of the 
assumption that the elections will be freely conducted, 
despite the fact that the second electors are persons 
chosen by the People's Party. In fact, the second 
electors have promised to cast their vote only in favor 
of their party members. If the news is accurate a 
large group from among the second electors in Istanbul 
have appealed to the electoral inspectorship and asked 
for the candidacy of Hakki Tarik Us - a member of the 
People's Party. In other words they have implied 
by so doing that they intend to vote for him, making 
it thus clear that they are not neutrale.. All the 
foregoing indicates that we have not been able to 
grasp the spirit of democracy and are as yet ignorant 
of its traditions. Consequently, the fact that the 
People's Party has presented no candidates for the 
six deputyships is of no value even as an experiment... 
If we wish to adopt real democracy, and if we are 
earnest in this our wish, this is not the course to 
follow. At a time when in our conntry the People's 
Party and the government are so closely interrelated 
and there exists only one single party, to embark on 
democratic experiments in such a mmner will yield no 
result other than place us in a ridiculous position 
in the eyes of the outer world. 


Enclosure 5/ to despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject 
"Internal political affairs; rumored formation of 
new political party; Government's decision to hold 
"free" by-elections 


me 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Newspaper 
AKSHAM of 
June 11, 1945 


What a great sin the Republican People's Party 
appears to have committed by deciding not to present 
any candidates for the six vacant deputyshipsj At any 
rate the most erroneous way of criticizing is to claim 
that this decision on the part of the People's Party is 
of no avail being merely a staged performance. It should 
be remembered that the People's Party while taking this 
decision hasneither announced nor claimed that it is 
thereby embarking upon an enormous democratic experimontes. 
Our friend M. Z. Sertel states that three mistakes have 
been committed in connection with the above elections. 
(Istanbul Press Comment, June 10, Page 4.)e.. We wish 
to point out that Prime Minister Saracoglu, in his 
capacity as Vice President of the People's Party, 
announced the elections not to the government but to 
the party mechanism. Naturally, this announcement 
is not sufficient for the inauguration of the elections. 
As a matter of fact, the Minister of the Interior will 
accordingly instruct the governorse Indeed, such as 
always been the case and will be also in this instance. 
The fact that the People's Party has nominated no 
candidates in no way deprives any citizen of his right 
to run in these elections. The decision taken by the 
party does not signify that no deputies will be elected 
from among the party members, but should be interpreted 
to mean that no candidates will be presented by the 
party council - a very great difference indeed. The 
fact that the second electors belong to the People's 
Party constitutes no obstacle to the election of non- 
party candidates, since the party by not nominating 
any candidates of its own is leaving its electors 
absolutely free to choose whomever they want. It would 
thus appear that there is nothing wrong in the three 
points claimed to be erroneous. Perhaps there exists 
a non-conformity between M. Z. Sertel's wishes and 
the party's recent decision... Had the party, as 
usual, announced its candidates, would we have shouted 
"Candidates have been presented! There is reaction 
in the countryi"... No one intended to present 
this experiment as a decisive, radical move destined 
to change the democratic regime of the country thus 
placing oneself ina ridiculous position... The greatest 
mistake lies in the habit of always thinking of the 
"outer world" in matters concerning the country's 
administration. The recent decision in the matter of 
elections has not been reached in order to be agreeable 
to the outside world and, therefore, does not imply that 
we are obliged to take into account whether or not we 
have fallen into a ridiculous position in the eyes of 


-2- 


the outer world. To embark upon undertakings and improvements 

at home in order to please foreign cowmtries has been the 

policy of the Ottoman Empire during the period of its wealmess - 
@ policy which has been decidedly avoided by the Turkf&sh 
Republic. Our friend M. Z. Sertel who is viewing the above 
decision with so much disfavor only two days ago wrote the 
following words in connection with the new electoral experiment: 
"This is a praiseworthy decision in that it denotes a step 
forward on the road towards a broader form of democracy". 
(Istanbul Press Comment, June 8, Page 6). It 4s indeed difficult 
to understand which wind made our friend M. Z. Sertel change his 
opinion to such an extent, since nothing has changed during 
these two days either in Premier Saracoglu's communique or 

in the attachment of the second electors to the People's 

Party - so much so that another author (Sabiha Sertel), in a corner 
of that same paper, apparently desirous of being even more critical 
goes as far as to say: "The free election of a few candidates 
will settle no problem whatever, and can only be a staged 
democratic performance." (Istanbul Press Comment, June 10, 

Page 8). In view of the fact that nobody has claimed that 
presenting no candidates in the election of the six deputies 

the People's Party intends to solve some problem, we consider 
the use of words such as "performance" and "game", in regard 

to our Republican institutions which deserve to be taken most 
seriously, as vulgar to say the least. Will they please tell who 
is staging a performance and who is playing a game before 

what audience? 


% = . 
rs Enclosure 6/ to despatch No. 8, dated June 14, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject 
“Internal political affairs; rumored formation of 
new political pa rty; Government's decision to hold 
"free" by-elections 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Newspaper ULUS 
June 8, 1945 


The following are the articles (stating who may 
and who may not be elected deputies, and how they must 
apply as candidates) of the Law on the Election of Deputies 
Nos 4520 passed by the Grand National Assembly on December 
14, 1942, and published on December 17, 1942: 


Article 10. The following may not be elected deputy: 


1. Those in the official employ of foreign states. 

2. Those who have been convicted for robbery, forgery, 
embezzlement, misuse of trust, and feigned 
bankruptcy. 

3. Those who are under guardianship. 

4. Those who claim foreign nationality. 

5. Those banned from public service. 

6. Those who cannot read or write Turkish. 

7. Those under thirty years of age. 


Article 11. All sovernment employees appointed by the 
central government (except jeunes |, muftis, judges, public 
prosecutors, and municipal presidents cannot be elected 
deputy by the election department where their work is, unless 
they have resigned two months before the election begins, 

or in the case of new elections, within three days after the 
new election has been announced. 


Furthermore: 


A) Military,naval, Air Force, and gendarme officers 
and military employees and military judges who are not at 
liberty to resign; 


B) Such of those who have a right to resign or retire 
as do not apply for resignation or retirement within 10 days 
of the announcement of the election may not be elected deputy; 
otherwise their election will be considered as not having 
taken place. 


In the voting in elections, however, such of those having 
a right to resign or retire as apply for resignation or re- 
tirement a day before the day announced for the election may 
be elected deputy. They are not subject to the ten days 
condition specified above. 


Article 12. The fact that reserve officers have been 
called up for training ani maneuvers, or on account of a war, 
during by-elections or a general election, or have undertaken 
duties in the army, is not an obstacle to their being elected 
deputy. 


Article 43, 


. 


Article 45. In order that the candidature of a 
Gitizen may be posted on the notice-board in the election 
hall of district inspection offices it is necessary: 


A. That the Presidency of the provincial inspection 
office be informed of the name of the citizen by the 
political party; 


B. That 300 of the electors of that electoral department 
apply to the Presidency of the provincial inspection office with 
a written document; 


C. That the citizen who wishes to be candidate and who 
possesses the right to be elected personally ask to be 
candidate with a written petition. 


Article 40. If in the general é6lection of deputies, 
one person is elected to be deputy for more than one province, 
he is asked which he prefers. He must reply to this question 
within eight days. A further election is held in the 
province where the number of deputies is consequently de- 
ficient. 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 7 dated June 14, 1945, 

. from the American Embassy, Anka-a, on the subject 
"Transmission of memorandum regarding "The recent 
‘revolt! in the Grand National Assembly", 





RSATION 


Participants: A friendly Deputy and Wdward Db. 
Lawson, Commercial Attache 


Date: June 8, 1945 


Subject: The recent “revolt" in the Grand 
National Assembly 


I had an opportunity to discuss with a friendly 
Deputy the recent “revolt" in the “rand Jjational 
Assembly and to ret his ideas rerarding the 
sienificance of that cvent. This Deputy is a verry 
outspoken ind‘vidual who spent a number of vears 
in the United States and returned to Tur’ a few 
years ago. [iis remarks are always of a critical 
character and in interpretine them, they should be 
somewhat tempored with that idea ‘in mind. 





With rerard to the possitility of the estaplish- 

ment of a trul: independ nt political party as a 
resvlt of the recent mectacular attac! on the Covern- 
rent in the Grand ational Assemtlv, he admitted the 
possibilit~ of such a development tut tooi~ht it 
hichly unlikely at this time. He thoucht that too 
much had been de in the vress and ty the pvublic of 
the recent developments in the ‘rand wational Assembly 
and did not sive them the sane sisnificance as has 
been attached to them by other observers. e made 

* the definite statement that the press, whic 
emphasized and hichlichted the ant’ -Covernrent 
criticism of a numer of deputies, had really sone 
too far in the matter. ile said that they would ve 
instructed to change their policy and to sive 
respectful attention to the sui ject of eviticier of 
the Sovernment. He jelieved that that would te 
noticeaile in the press. 











With regard to the arrtecultural bill, he tar ‘ed it 
as being 100:; political. te admitted that Sty In 
adaition to s donesticepolitical si: cance, micsht 
carry somc Influence abroad, incicatin 
of democratic forces in Yurey. ue sco 
idea that it micht have some ccanomic si cance or 
that the peasants of the country woulda iene fit 
materially from ite ie did not cuestton that the 
reneral principles of the till, if properly carried out, 
might have oymeé swall influence on the avricultural 
economy of ts country Lut he wes convinced that it 
was dcesirned wit) no such vurnose,. je believe: that 
the diseret*onar- powers weich remained in the “ands 
















of the 


of the Turkish Government, especially under the control 
of the }inister of Agriculture, msde it a political 
instrument of tremendous importance to the present 
turkish “overnrent. ‘hat was the principal objection ' 
of the Government's critics. ile pointed out that there 
were relatively few larce holdinrs of land in .this 
country and that the condition in no way apvnroximated 
that existing ‘n some of the European countries. 
Therefore, he saw no real need for the lerislation and 
considered it mrerelv a political expediency of the 
Purkish ‘overnment, desirned to place in the hands of 

the iinisver of Aicriculture trerendous vote-controllins 
powers. Furthermore, he foresaw widespread and serious 
chaos if the “tovernment made a serious cttempt to 
administer the bill. We visualized larse armies of 
Government enplovees, ciditional bureaus and tremendous 
costs of administration. ‘((ther observers have called 
attention to the tact that the ‘rere nhvysical determ nat‘ on 
of land ‘oundariss would he 4 difficult, if not impossible, 
task. +he division of farms an: areas is a matter which 
is full of dangerous possibilities. the peasant, even 
the small hold:r of a few ecres of land, is extremely 
jeslous of his ownership, and one of the vrincinal causes 
of dispvte and crime in the arricultural areas is that 
involviny boundaries. ‘these boundarics are verv casually 
esta: lished, often a stone or some movable object Leing 

he rarker. “urthsrmore, there tave heen no accurate 
survers rade in rany warts of the country and any attemot 
on the part of the Covernment to ma 6 such survevs and’ 
to estarlish an’ new boundaries between the small holdin:s 
would be an event wh’ch holds the possi! ilit» of a con- 
s‘derable nolisical upset in the agricultural areas. 
The method of erpronriating land and the valuation system 
to be used is also a point of ser‘ous cencern to con- 
scienit’ ous olservers.) 





wine 


Vy informant volunteered the observation that the 
establislment of a i inistry of lsior ©1lso bore tre ecar- 
marks of a poli ticsl maneuver. e suerested that br 
such means the “overnment wcul? acein place under its 
control, or strony *nflvence, a larve itlock of labor 
votes, and he anticipated thai reruletions and laws of 
the future would ie dusi:net to ~ive the linis‘ter of 
Lalor stron diseetionary now rs aimilar to those 
eranted the iinister of Arriculture under the new land 
bill. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 6 Ankara, June 14, 1945 
RESTRICTED 
Subject: Internal Political Affairs; Changes 


in General Administrative Council 
of Republican People's Party 


i 





The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 





{ 


Sirs FE? C896 uy 


Pe RO te Oe 
With reference to the Embassy's despatch Noe 13558, 
dated June 7, 1945, on the subject "Continuation of 
criticisms of Saracoglu Government; rumored impending 
formation of opposition political party; change in 
Cabinet and Republican People's Party", I have the 
honor to report the resignation from the General Admin- 


v istrative Council of the Republican People's Party of 


Ridvan Hafiz Edgher, Deputy of Manisa; Kasim Gwlelr, 
Deputy of Kilecik; and Kutsi Tecer, Deputy of Urfa. 

At the same time, the following five deputies were 
elected to the Council: Sedat Qurali, Deputy of Konya; 
Kemal Turan, Deputy of Isparta; Foyzullah Uslu, Deputy 
of Manisa; Ali Taglapili, Deputy of Afyon and Tahsin 
Sauguoglu, Deputy of Bingdl, 


It 1s understood that the three deputies who res 
signed did so because they were close personal friends 
of Mumdah gevket Esendal, who recently resigned as | 
Secretary General of the Party (See also my telegram 
Noe 754, June 5, 1 pem.)- Thus the changes seem to 
have little significance, the new appointees to the 
Council being routine Party politicians just as were 
their predecessors. 


of the three deputies who resigned, the only one 
who has been on good terms with members of this Mission 
is Kasim Gllek, who is a graduate of Columbia University 
and generally friendly to things American. While some 
sources consider Mr. Gillek to be a liberal and critic 
of the Government, the members of my staff who have 
talked with him have gained the impression that he is 
primarily interested in maintaining his position, and 
thus to follow whatever political current might be 
dominant at the time. Incidentally, Mr. Gulek has 


/ made application for a visa to visit the United States, 


presumably for the purpose of taking his father there 
for medical treatment; whether there is any other reason 
for his visiting America at this time is not lmown to 
the Embassy. 


Respectfully yours, 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR of 
OK MSR 


E. L. Packer 


File Noe &00 


First Secretary of Embassy 





EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





No. 14 Ankara, June 18, 1945 
RESTRICTED 


Subjects wmablican People's Party / 
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Sir: 


’ 

wyon reference to the Embassy's despatch 

No. 3,/dated June 14, 1945, on the subject "Internal 
political affairs; rumored formation of new political 
party; Government's decision to hold 'free' by- 
elections", I have the honor to report that informa- 
tion now available indicates that a sto meeting 
ef_the Pe Fs Tae ee Tans 
deputies... 
and Adnan 





made” the “following requests: (1) that the press 
laws be changed so that newspapers may be closed 
only by the courts, and not by cabinet decision as 
at present; (2) that the Government be required to 
approve or disapprove of applications for permits 
to publish newspapers within a month of the time 
of filing such applications; (3) that the statutes 
of the Republican People's Party whereby the 
President of the Republic 1s the life-time President 
of the Party be changed, and that in the future the 
Party President be nominated for a fixed term and 
at the same time give up his leadership of the so- 
called "Independent Group" in the Party; and (4) 
that the Grand National Assembly be dissolved by 
the President in the near future and free general 
elections held. The last two requests are reported 
to have been rejected by the Party group and the 
two former “roferred to the appropriate committee". 
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The Department will appreciate that owing to 
the fact that meetings of the Republican People's 
a are held in camera, it is impossible to 


sed _ P verify 


So ee = 


ca. Loman 


verify reports of what takes place during such 
meetings. In the present instance, the first three 
points listed in the preceding paragraph seem more 
likely to be correct than the fourth point. 


See also Embassy's despatch No. 15 of even 
date. 


ee 


. / 


Edwin C. Wilson 


cc: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
File No. 800 
JEH/IH 


To the Department in Original and Hectograph 


DEPARTMENT INCOMING 96575 _ DIVISION OF 


OF 
- STATE 


CENTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION“ 
SG-158 ae 
This telegram must be Le 
paraphrased before beh 





other than a Governmen\ Rec 'd 9 34 pamsy 19th 
Lgeneye (RESTRICTED) 
brektp 

Secretary of State, 

Washingtone a JUN2 1 194 

GVISay 
als NEAR - 
Bee, June 18, 4 pelle ASTER EP AIKg 


According to ULUS June 18 results of yesterdcy!ts 
"free" by-elections for vacant deputyships in 6 Turkish 
provinces are as follows; Istcanbul-former Provincisl 
Governor Muhiddin Ustundcg beat Hakki rerikus, press 
association head and one time deputy by 472 votes to 
huft (?)+Nihaterim, “£nkaro University professor and 


Foreign Office Legal Counselor now attached to Turkish 


S?731-3/00°298 


UUCIO delegation won overwhelmingly Zonguldsk-Provincial 
Republican Peoples Party heac won 336 of 675 votes cast 
Russophile former Turkish Foreign Minister Dre Tevfik | 


Rushtuaras ren a poor fourth with only 58 votes despite 
terete TARR ANSE SRT AINE TS ATI AEN EC anetpssureceenSAMNCE IN PREURTTUSEANANIE NEO 8 
active week's _campaign in district, 
ANSI. SENET NOI 
Chorum=-Deputy Director of currency issue of Turkish 





Central Bank Edipalpsar won fairly close ecntest smong 
people known only locallye 


Burdur-membe r 


1 DOR - NE Unit 
‘pal Ay 


S po 3 
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-2- # 318, June 18, 4 peme, from Ankara 


Burduremember of Peoples Party provincial cdmini~ 
strative (?) won hands downy 

Sivas-retired Maje Genl Fikrier tug won 600 of 
920 votes caste 

(?)-despite so colled "free" election all winners 
are members of Peoples Pertye Those who had privils ge 
of voting on candidates were secondary electons named 
in elections of 1943 with party approvals filthoush 
Election aroused considerable interest (there were 96 
candidates at Istanbul 28 Zonguldak 29 Kocae 27 Sivas 
53 Chorum and 18 Burdur) no startling development in 
Girection of freer political life in Turkey can be 
seen in it except for lively press reports and unlimited 
number off candidaciese 

WILSON 

(?7) Repetition requested 
MJF 


*PEPARTMENT INCOMING 96575 _ DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 


* OF 
STATE 


TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION 
CORRECTED COPY 
PEM~158 Ankara 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being Dated June 18, 1945 
communicated ta anyone 
other than a Government Rec'd 9:34 p.m., 19th 


Agency. (RESTRICTED) 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


818, June 18, 4 pem 

According to ULUS June 18 results of yesterday's 
"free" by-elections for vacant deputyships in 6 Turkish 
provinces are as follows: Istanbul-former Provincial 
Governor Muhiddin Ustundag beat Hakki Tarikus, press 
association head and one time deputy by 472 votes to 
357 of total 100,378 votes cast. 

Kocaeli-Nihaterim, Ankara University professor and 
Foreign Office Legal Counselor now attached to Turkish 
UNCIO delegation won overwhelmingly. 

Zonguldak-Provincial Republican Peoples Party head 
won 336 of 675 votes cast Russophile former Turkish 
Foreign Minister Dr. Tevfik Rushtuaras ran a poor fourth 
with only 58 votes despite active week's campaign in 
district. 

Chorum-Deputy Director of currency issue of Turkish 
Central Bank Edipalpsar won fairly close contest among 
people known only locally. 


Burdur—member 


ae8r-9/e0 L9% AL 


~2- #818, June 18, 4 p.em., from Ankara. 


Burdur-member of Peoples Party provincial administra- 
tive Round won hands down. 

Sivas-retired Maj. Genl Fikrier tug won 600 of 920 
votes cast. 

Comment—despi te so called "free" election all 
winners are members of Peoples Party. Those who had 
privilege of voting on candidates were secondary electors 
named in elections of 19435 with party approval. Although 
election aroused considerable interest (there were 96 
candidates at Istanbul 28 Zonguldak 29 Kocae 27 Sivas 
33 Chorum and 18 Burdur) no startling development in 
direction of freer political life in Turkey can be seen 
in it except for lively press reports and unlimited 


number of candidacies. 


WILSON 


96575 


CORRECTION 


MS=-158 June 22, 1945 


This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (RESTRICTED) 


In cable from Ankara 318, June 18, 4 p.m. news 


comments change serial number to 818. 
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EMBASSY OF THE ater 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ECrs ‘a 
i 1% J 
Poa 
No. 19 } Ankara, June ae, nage geet ou 
RESTRICTED wm 


Subject: Attitude of formerly pro-Axis 
newspaper CUMHURIYET 


~ 
ee 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. . ‘ 


PAYISION 


Sir: 





I have the honor to report that in several 
leading articles in the liberal Istanbul newspaper 
TAN, Nadame Sabiha Sertel has vigorously attacked 
those sections of the Turkish press which formerly 
supported Nazi ideology and the doctrine of Pan-= 
Turanianism (See Embassy's despatch No. 1189, dated 
April 6, 1945, on the subject Fan-Turenien Movement 
in Turkey"). ae re “e ge Teele te 

In the TAN of June 1, 1945, for obi, Madame 
Sertel singled out for attack Nadir Nadi, a member 
of the family which controls the formerly pro-Axis 
CUMHURIYET and its French-language edition LA REPUBLIQUE, 
and who is a brother of Dogan Nadi, at present a member 
of the Turkish Press Delegation to the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization at San Fran- 
cisco. Madame Sertel wondered why Mr. Nadi, "who only 
yesterday defended the Nazi Regime, who from his friends 
in Vienna learned with profound pleasure the atrocities 
committed on the Jews, whose elation was immense in the 
days of the Anchluss and who applauded Czechkoslovakia's 
invasion should now be fearing the liquidation of 
fascism in every country. Is he, who still describes 
fascism as a beneficial regime afraid that somebody 
will also call him 'Why, you Fascist'!", 


’ 


As the Embassy's press telegrams have indicated, 
prior to Turkey's break in relations with Germany in 
1944, Mr. Nadi was a supporter of Germany. Since that 
time, he has been vociferous in denouncing German war 
criminals, while with respect to internal problems he 


cy has taken a stand in support of the Saracoglu Government 


(and against those who, like Sabiha Sertel, wish for a 
iberalization of the political life of Turkey. 


Mr. Nadi'ts reply to the charges made againat him 
din the CUMHURIYET and LA 


‘ 


Ook NB at yn 
. | mento 





1/ 


REPUBLIQUE of June 17, 1945, and a translation of 
the latter is enclosed. It is interesting to note 
the way in which Mr. Nadi attempts to identify him- 
self with the Kemalist regime and thus to interpret 
Madame Sertel's attack on him as an attack on the 
principles for which Kemal Ataturk stood. 


Respectfully yours, 





win 


Enclosure: 
1/ Translation from 
LA REPUBLIQUE 
ce: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
File No. 891 
JEH/IH 


To the Department in Original and Hectograph 


. 


Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 19 dated June 19, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara on the subject 
“Attitude of formerly pro-Axis newspaper CUMHURIYET" 


TRANSLATION Istanbul newspaper 
Source: LA REPUBLIQUE 
of June 17, 1945 


If Is NOT Just 


Sabiha Sertel has written two articles that claim 
that I am a fascist. Granted that I consider personal 
discussions in the pages of the newspaper an inconvenience 
to readers, I do not wish to answer these articles. It 
is moreover easy for me to state that it is hardly incumbent 
upon me to prove that the assertions of Sabiha Sertel are 
not right. 


Since the day that 1 took my pen in hand, my only 
care in my writings and my thought was to be able to be 
useful to the public and to the country within the power 
of my means and not to be detrimental to the State and to 
the communitye 


To recall here to Sabiha Sertel the articles that I 
wrote since the Ethiopian war against the aggression, in 
citing proof, to declare that the Emperor of Ethiopia and 
the King of Kings, Hailé Sélassi, has clasped my hand at 
Geneva, to expose the fact that the persecutions exercised 
against the Jews have not given me pleasure at Vienna, to 
prove that I had nowhere taken Germany's side in the 
questions of Czechoslovakia ani Poland and that, on the 
contrary, I had written that the German state had acted 
very badly, and to repeat finally that the policy of 
living spaco and of the new order had never pleased me, 
were hardly a difficult task. 


As I have just said, not finding it suitable to discuss 
personal words in the pages which belong to the public, 
I have not answered Sabiha Sertel. At the same time I 
did not foresee the sense of this honorable woman's 
pausing at this point on my account and raising certain 
untruthful assertions and I said to myself: "What does 
she want of me?" 


Now behold that Sabiha Sertel had nothing to ask 
of me. According to this same newspaper we see daily 
new fascists in the country. So the law of the press has 
been made up with a fascist mentality, the agrarian law 
has been a fascist imitation, the new Minister of Labor 
is a fascist because he translated Nietzsche into the 
Turkish language and the editor-in-chief of the 
newspaper AKSHAM is a fascist for having published a 
book on sociology. 


We do not know who tomorrow will be qualified as 
fascists, and it seems that, at this rate, no one will 
exist who would not be stamped fascist. This in the last 


analysis 


analysis would be to claim that Kemalism and Fascism 
are the same, which is entirely wrong in conception, 
and very dangerous for the interests of the country 
as a policye 


A patriotic writer of the character of Sabiha 
Sertel should perceive and know long in advance the 
obvious differences between Kemalism and Fascism. 


To see and to expose as identic the foundation 
of two idealogies in every way different constitutes 
@ dangerous confusion in this period when the world 
asks to be enlightened. 


The difference between Kemalism and Fascism from 
the point of view of their origin, as well as from 
thelr aim, is as great as day and night. 


.Kemalism is a regime of action, which began by 
the act of national liberation against internal and ex- 
ternal enemies and started on the wth of a radical 
overhaul of the social structure. 


It is hardly possible to consider Kemalism as a 
reactionary regime inasmuch as it changed totally all 
conceptions of the old rule, in so far as religion, 
morals, policy and economy are concerned. Fascism is, 
on the contrary, a rule of reaction born of the 
necessity to stop the irregular and anarchist dyna- 
mism which harassed the principles of central Europe 
following the end of the last war. Fascism did not 
proceed to a radical change in social structures. 
Quite the contrary. It grew stronger by conserving 
all it could of old values. 


The objective of Kemalism tends to make improve- 
ments daily and to raise to a higher standard the conditions 
of current life; it is conscious of its national existence, 
wise and revolutionary. 


Neither a barracks socialism, which would seek to 
possess the mind amd soul, nor the liberalism of Adam 
Smith, who does not see any objection to make the great 
popular masses a plaything in the hands of private 
capitalists,is desired. he State is a source of energy 
and union, and is sacred to this nation. We lkmow that 
to serve it is to serve our true existence. It is our 
duty to correct those who do not respect the State. But 
a government which would bind our very spirit, which 
would regulate our steps, which would control our 
breathing and our ambitions, is far from us. Now the 
aim of fascism is diametrically opposed to that, for 
it denies individual values and recognizes that every- 
thing is done by order of the State and for the State. 
All the mechanism of this principle is built along this 
line. No matter what the goal, the spector of the State 
rules above all as a mystic faith. 


The principle of the Kemalist policy finds its true expres- 
sion in: "Peace in the country and peace in the world". We 
have shown complete adherence to this principle during our 


‘Republican 


Republican history of twenty-two years. We have never 
made claims on another nation's territory nor have we 

ever thought of interfering in the business of another 
State. All the countries in the world have been aware 

of this fact and have admired us. What has really given 
credit to Ataturk and earned for him a place on a world- 
wide level and caused him to be considered a subject of 
international philosophy is the fact that twenty years 

ago he expressed the above principle so sought after today. 


As for the aim of the Fascist policy, how can it be 
otherwise than "struggle in the country and struggle in 
the world?" Between the government which attacked without 
rhyme or reason innocent Ethiopia, which wanted to make 
the Mediterranean its lake, which encroached on Tunisia, 
Nice and Djibouti and which encouraged secret aims under 
the title of "the new order", and the Kemalist regime, 


the relation can only be at the most one of complete 
contradiction. 


I wish that Sabiha Sertel knew all this. If she is 
not aware of it, I advise her to learn it without delay 
and not to qualify without right the children of the 
country as fascists. I hardly know what she can gain 
from these misplaced assertions. However, our country 
which demands a continuous unity within the conditions 
of present life, is experiencing a troubled period. 
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The Honorable Ww} pivigies 8 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirs 


With reference to the numerous recent suggestions 
that new political parties might be formed in Turkey, 

1/ I have the honor to forward herewith the text in trans- 
lation from Turkish of an article on "Freedom of Associa= 
tion," written by Mr. Esat Adil Milstecaplioglu, a young 
Istanbul lawyer. This article appeared in the Istanbul 
newspaper TAN on June 6, 1945 and describes the formidable 
barriers which block the way toward formation of any poli- 
tical party which might vary in organization or aim from 
that of the present single political party, the Republican 
People's Party. 


It is of interest to note that the supplementary 
article promised by Mr, Milstecaplioglu in continuation 
of his study has not appeared, although the Embassy has 
no information regarding the reason for its non-appearance, 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


hhh 


First Secretary of Embassy. | 


Enclosure: 
1/ Text in translation from 
Turkish of "Freedom of 
Association." 
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AIR MAIL 


Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No, 25, dated June 21, 1945, 
from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State, 
subject: "Transmission of Article Describing Obstacles 
to Formation of Further Political Parties in Turkey." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: TAN, Istanbul, 
June 6, 1945. 


FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 


Which of our laws do not fit in with the essence and text of 

our Constitution? Which are in contrast to our Laws of Method 

and Principle, and do not agree with the principles of democracy? 
What are our principal liberties that are restricted by these laws? 


Written by 
Esat Adil Mtlstecaplioglu 


The Turkish Republic is the product of an idealistic revolution 
that overthrew the imperial régime, The historical heroes of the 
war of Independence never thought that their duties would end with 
the military victory. They knew that their real duty would begin 
after the victory and they grasped the necessity for the Turkish 
Nation of breaking relations with the out-of-date and scholastic 
world and of entering the international world, It was with this 
purpose that the Constitution of twenty-five years ago which rep- 
resented the democratic conception was prepared, and that Turkey 
was rid of the Empire and the Caliphate. Atattirk and his friends, 
who showed up with the idea of clearing the remains of the scho~ 
lastic and feudal world, worked to conquer the difficulty of found- 
ing a new, advanced, democratic Turkish Republic, opened all doors 
to the science and techniques of the civilized world, accepted with 
great emotion the new judicial systems protecting human rights, and 
the laws of method and principle of Europe. 


Al] these idealistic activities prove that Atattirk and his 
friends definitely risked everything trying to be in step with 
the democratic régime of Europe, 


History will certainly tell the coming generations about the 
great efforts of today's President In&nti, who has a place among 
the prime ministers who helped in the progress of the Turkish 
Democracy. 


During 
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During the years that coincided with the years of the 
complete progress of the democracy, a reactionary crisstook 
place that shook suddenly the political situation of Europe. 
These crises that injured the Spanish, German and Italian 
democracies, affected our conceptions and ideals as it did 
those of many other nations, It was during that confused 
state of home and foreign problems of which my readers know 
in detail that many institutions were founded and laws were 
passed in Turkey. 


These crises, which the world overcame in cooperation 
and six years of efforts filled with bloodshed, still have 
some remains in our country as in every country. The prin- 
cipal factor that brought the nations together today in 
San Francisco is to recover democracy, to do away with the 
possibility of all the remains of fasciem, judicial and 
political, that it may shelter no more in any country what~ 
soever. . 


That is what we want to do in these columns. We shall 
try to consider what shows no possibility of agreeing with 
the principles of democracy, what does not fit in with the 
essence and text of our laws of method and with the princi- 
ples of our Constitution, during those periods of crisis, 
whatever the purpose may be, and to reveal them within legal 
conceptions with methods that will not cause them to be re~ 
garded by our readers as strange. In doing this our prin= 
cipal desire is to help the Turkish democracy. 


* * * 
Social Freedom: 


When there is an agreement of thought and purpose among 
more than two people, the individual's freedom shows itself 
as a common freedom, that is as the freedom of the whole 
which is called social freedom. 


For the factor or phenomenon that brings about the 
individual's social personality, it is necessary to look to 
the activity of the free society. An abstract freedom of 
thought has no social meaning. In order to become social, 
national and human, the liberty of expressing the thought 
of the individuals should coalesce. Whether willingly or 
unwillingly, laws have accepted the necessity felt by people 
of the same mind and desire for coming together and uniting 
and have made it into a rule under the name of social freedom. 


From the point of view of public rights, social freedom 
has two phasest One is religious: the goal of the freedom 
of conscience; the other is political: the goal of freedom 
of thought. 


We 
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We can define this freedom as follows: social freedom 
‘is the right and authority of individuals to bring about a 
unity of ideas and action permanently and for the same pur= 
pose without seeking for personal advantage, 


* * * 
Social Freedom and Laws: 


The 70th Article of the Turkish Constitution makes 
unity of thought and action among citizens into a sort of 
rule with this principle: "It is the natural right of the 
Turks to form a society." 


The 53d Article of our Civil Law explains this freedom 
as follows: "Political, religious, ecientific, esthetic, 
ani charitable societies together with those whose chief 
goal is not economic assume their identity by stating in 
their regulations the desire to organize as a society." 


Thus we see that both the Constitution and the civil 
law have accepted social freedom, stating no limitations, 
and have taken this right which is the firmest reinforce— 
ment of the Turkish democracy, as the natural and unalterable 
right of Turks. 


But the chief current laws have hedged these general 
principles of both the Constitution and the civil law with 
many limits. Let us look over these now. 


* * * 


Limitations in the Law of Penalties: 


The 163d Article of our Law of Penalties forbids the 
organization of "society that will violate the security of 
the state by making use of religion or religious feeling" 
and such an enterprise is punishable with heavy imprison- 
ment. ‘ 

Moreover, the same article says that "political societies 
based on religious sentiments and feelings are not to be 
organized." 


According to various statements of the Law of Penalties, 
all sorts of undertakings of forming a society that does not 
agree with morals and manners, and whose goal is to bring 
about modification in the Constitution, violate the organiza~ 
tion and regulations of the State, and secret or armed soci- 
eties shall be severely punished. 


Limitations 
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Limitations in the Law of Associations: 


In the following way, the Law of Associations has limited 
the principle of social freedom established by the Constitution 
and the civil law: 


1. A society that is subject to the control of the civil 
administration is considered as legally founded, but it cannot 
start operation unless it is registered and given license by the 
Government 3 


No political or non-political society is to be organized 
in Turkey which: 


2. Tries to violate the integrity of the state; 

3. Is not Republican, nationalist, populist, etatist, laicist, 
and revolutionary; or refrains from adopting any one of these prin- 
ciples; 

4. Is dangerous to the security of the country; 

5. ‘Does not agree with manners and morals; 


6. Whose objective does not agree with the laws; 


7. Is supported by the principles of religion, a sect or 
religious class; 


8. Gives rise to differentiation among citizens as being 
foreign or native of the country; 


9. Seeks a local purpose or assumes a local name, whatever 
they may be; that is to say, that appropriates any geographic 
section of Turkey under a purpose (e.g., Thracian, Black Sea, 
Aegean Society); 


10. Is supported by the name or principle of family, community, 
race, sex and class; (as Isfendiyar, Kurd, Greek or Armenian, 
Turanian, Women's Societies, the party of laborers or villagers). 

11. Has a secret goal and hides it. 

Besides these, the following are the other scattered 
statements of the Law on Associations that restrict the principle 
of social freedom: 


1. No society whose headquarters is abroad can have a branch 
in Turkey; 


2. No society can be formed with an international purpose; 


3. Societies cannot deal with the question of military 
training; 


4e No 


be 


he No Government official or employee whatsoever can 
found a society bearing the title of his office or the name 
of the work he does; (for example, Seaways’ Officials and 
Employees' Society, Society of Street Cleaners. ) 


5. Students’ societies can have no political quality; 


6. Students' wocieties can in no way act against the 
administration of their schools and institutions; 


7. No society forbidden in Turkey can be founded by 
Turks abroad and no Turkish citizens are to be members of 
such societies; 


8. No society, either political or non-political, 
can have republican or national titles without the per- 
mission of the Council of Ministers; 


9. No society can make use of more immovable property 
than it needs, without the permission of the Council of 
Ministers; 


So wecannot say that there is social freedom in our 
country. This freedom has been restricted on all sides by 
laws, by administrative decisions for the discussion of 
which I see no use here, and by the direct and indirect 
interventions of the Republican People's Party. Above all, 
these subjects, according to the statements of the Constitu- 
tion and the civil law which is a law of principle, should 
be reviewed and purified. 


Next time we shall discuss the difficulties that will 
be met within the foundation of political, professional and 
every kind of society. 
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The Honorable iil 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to forward herewith for reference 
purposes a memorandum prepared by an officer of the 
Embassy containing the substance of the law governing 
the conduct of Turkish elections for the Grand National 
Assembly and giving in translation frou Turkish the text 
of the more important articles of the law, This law, 
No. 4320 of Decenber 14, 1942, published in RESMI GAZETE 
(Official Gazette) No. 4152 of December 17, 1942, is 
applied not only on the occasion of by-elections such as 
took place on June 17, 1945, but also in the quadrennial 
general elections for the Assembly stipulated by Article 
13 of the Turkish Constitution. Cr 
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Respectfully yours, 


AWA URGE For the Ambassador: 
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E. L. Packer, 
First Secretary of Embassy, 
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File No. 800 


CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Vepartment of State 
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AIR MAIL 


Enclosure No, 1 to Despatch No, 26, dated June 21, 1945, 
from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State, 
subject: “Turkish Election Law." 


Memorandum 
Ankara, June 15, 1945. 


Subject: Turkish Election Law. 


By: Richard E, Gnade. 


Turkish elections of deputies are governed by the Deputy 
Election Law No. 4320, of December 14, 1942, published in the 
RESMI GAZETE (Official Gazette), No. 4152, of December 17, 1942, 
The following is a summary of the provisions of this law: 


"Article 1: Election of deputies within the Turkish Republic 
is carried out by vilayets. Every vilayet is an election district, 
and every nahiye is an election sector. 


"Article2 : One deputy is elected for every forty thousand 
persons in the population of the Turkish Republic, Even if the 
population of an election district is less than forty thousand, 
still it has the right to elect one deputy. Election districts 
of more than forty thousand population elect deputies in the fol- 
lowing nunber: 


Up to fifty-five thousand, iL 
From fifty-five thousand to ninety~five 
thousand, 2 
From ninety-five thousand and one to 
one hundred thirty-five thousand, 3 


From one hundred thirty-five thousand 
and one to one hundred seventy-five 
thousand, 4 deputies are elected. 


As the population figure increases, the number of deputies is 
increased in this manner," 


Articles 3 through 6 describe the manner in which the election 
announcement is made and the election arrangements are organized in 
the vilayets. 


"Conditions for Electors 
"Article 7: To be a primary or secondary elector you must: 


1. Be a Turk. 

2. Have completed your 22d year. 

3. Not be forbidden to enter public service. 

4. Not be under guardianship. 

5. Not claim foreign nationality. 

6, Not be in the official service of a foreign state. 


"Article 8 


200 


"Article 8: .Enlisted men in the army, gendarmes, officers, 
policemen, military officials and military judges, and students in 
military school cannot be primary or secondary electors." 


Article 9 discusses the manner of assuring that persons men- 
tioned in Articles 7 and 8 do not take part in the election. 


"Persons Who Cannot Be Elected Deputies 
"Article 10: The following may not be elected deputy: 


1. Those in the official employ of foreign states. 

2. Those who have been convicted for robbery, forgery, 
embezzlement, abuse of trust, and false bankruptcy. 

3, Those who are under guardianship. 

4. Those who claim foreign nationality. 

5. Those banned from public service, 

6, Those who cannot read or write Turkish. 

7. Those under thirty years of age. 


“Article 11: No government employees appointed by the central 
government (except teachers), muftis, judges, public prosecutors, 
and municipal presidents can be elected deputy by the election dis- 
trict where their work is unless they have resigned two months before 
the election begins, or in the case of new elections, within three 
days after the new election has been announced, 


"Furthermore ; 

A) Military, naval, air force, and gendarme officers and 
military judges who are not at liberty to resign: 

B) Such of these who have a right to resign or retire as 
do not apply for resignation or retirement within 10 days 
of the announcement of the election, may not be elected 
deputy; otherwise their election will be considered as 
not having taken place. 


"In the voting in elections, however, such of these having a 
right to resign or retire as apply for resignation or retirement a 
day before the day announced for the election may be elected deputy. 
They are not subject to the ten days' condition specified above. 


"Article 12: The fact that reserve officers have been called 
up for training and manoeuvres, or on account of a war, during by- 
elections or a general election, or have undertaken duties in the 
army, is not an obstacle to their being elected deputy. 


"Election Inspection Committees" 


Articles 13 through 16 deal with the mechanics of organization 
of the election and the inspection of the results by the Election 
Inspection Committees. 


"Article 17 
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"Article 17: When the election registers mentioned in Article 
5 and 6 listing the entire Turkish population, men and women, have 
been given to the Inspection Committee, the total figure of the 
population in the sector is communicated to the Governor's office 
in a report. After the reports of all the sectors have arrived, 
the Inspection Committee meets under the chairmanship of the Governor 
or his deputy, and determining by a compilation how many deputies 
are to be elected in the fashion and proportion specified in Article 
2, sends it to the Ministry of the Interior, The matter is simultan- 
eously communicated to the Inspection Committees in the provinces 
through the district administrators, and announced by newspapers in 
such places as possess them, and by the other customary means in 
such places as do not. 


"article 18: In order that the Inspection Committee may arrange 
election of the secondary electors in the district with speed and 
care, as many electoral branches as are considered necessary may be 
set up in districts and nahiyes; if there is no nahiye organization 
in the centers and villages of a district, or if there is, but the 
nahiyes are large and densely populated, then in this case, the 
Inspection Committee decides by a report (according to the total of 
men and women citizens in the election branches registered in keeping 
with Article 5, 8 and 6, and according to the proportion in Article 
19), how many secondary electors each will elect and the result is 
commmicated to the heads of the electoral sectors and to the district 
administrators of the sectors. In the capital of a province, this 
information is given to the Governor, 


"Article 19: One secondary elector is elected for every 400 
men and women citizens in the electoral sectors. For populations 
exceeding this number the following rules are observed: 


For up to six hundred, 1 secondary elector 
From six hundred and one to 

one thousand, 2 * electors 
From one thousand and one to 

fourteen hundred, 3 " " 


and so on for excessive numbers." 


Articles 20 through 31 make further stipulations regarding the 
manner in which the election is carried out. 


“Article 32: After the ballots have been counted, the names 
thereon are classified in alphabetical order on large sheets of paper 
and the provisions of Article 26 are observed during this procedure, 
When classification is begun, ballots sufficient to be tallied in a 
set time are taken from the ballot~-box, which is again sealed, as 
described in Article 29. After tallying continued in this fashion 
is ended, the Inspection Committee prepares a statement to show that 
so many electors took part in the election; that at the end of the 
examination of so many ballots which were found when the ballot~box 


was 
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"was opened, it was found that so-and-so received so many votes, 
while so-and-so received so many, and so-and-so and so-and-so 
received the majority, and this report is given, along with the 
election documents and the ballot-box to the person sent from 
headquarters to be head of the electoral sector, to be given to 
the president of the Inspection Committee. To each of those who 
win a majority vote, thus becoming secondary electors, a further 
report is given by the Inspection Committee, These persons show 
the reports to the president of the Inspection Committee in the 
provincial or district headquarters and have them registered. 


“At this time, secondary electors are instructed of the 
day and hour they must be present at the office of the Inspection 
Committee for the election of deputies. Secondary electors who 
have not come to have their reports registered are informed by 
invitation of the day andhour when they must be present. 


"Article 33: Ballots with the seal of the Inspection Com= 
mittee on the reverse are given to the secondary electors who 
are present on the day and hour appointed for the election of 
deputies. Each secondary elector writes on his ballot the names 
of as many candidates as deputies as are to be elected for the 
province from among the persons whose candidacy has been announced 
by lists posted in the election hall. Secondary electors who do 
not know how to write may have a trusted person write for hin, 
provided he does not leave the place where the group is assembled. 
Should more or fewer names*be written on the ballot than the num~ 
ber to be elected for the province, then the provisions of Article 
26 are applied." 


icles and 35 give further details regarding safeguard- 
ing the ballots and their compilations, 


“Article 36: If eight-tenths of those elected secondary. 
electors in the district have voted, the ballot-box is opened 
and work is begun on the report to be sent to the Inspection 
Committee at the provincial capital containing the names of those 
who have received votes for deputyship. 


"If the number of those present on the set day is less than 
eight-tenths of the total secondary electors of the district, 
then the box is not opened, but the slit in it is covered with 
paper, and sealed with the official seal of the Inspection Com- 
mittee and the personal seals of three of the secondary electors 
present. The box is kept in a safe place pending the arrival of 
the absent secondary electors. A day is set for the coming as 
soon as possible of the absent secondary electors and is communi- 
cated to them by the Government." 


Articles 37 through 39 concern details of the election count. 
"Article 40 
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"Article 40: If in a general election of deputies, one 
person is elected to be deputy for more than one province, he 
is asked which he prefers. He must reply to this question with- 
in eight days. A further election is held in the province where 
the number of deputies is consequently deficient." 


Article 41 discusses the safeguarding of ballots, 


“Article 42: According to the provisions of the Constitution, 
in order that other deputies may be elected to replace deputies 
whose right to deputyship is lost or annulled or who have died, 
the matter is communicated by the Ministry of the Interior to the 
provinces for which they were deputies. The secondary electors 
are summoned and election formalities are completed within the 
framework of the principles in this section of the law. If, in 
the roll-call to be made before starting such by-elections, the 
proportion specified in Article 36 is found to have been lost 
through the death of some secondary electors or some of them going 
to another province or losing their right to vote, then the electoral 
sectors first elect new secondary electors to fill their place, 
This occurs as long as the number of secondary electors does not 
fall below the ratio of eight-tenths specified in Article 36; then 
the ratio based on the total of secondary electors in general elec— 
tions is not sought in by-elections, but eight-tenths of the actively 
present secondary electors are considered sufficient. 


"Article 43: In order that the candidacy of a citizen may 
be posted on the notice~board in the election hall of district 
Inspection Committees, it is necessary: 


A) That the president of the provincial Inspection Committee 

be informed of the name of the citizen by the political 
. party; 

B) That three hundred of the electors of that electoral 
district apply to the president of the provincial Inspec= 
tion Committee with a written document; 

C) That the citizen who wishes to be a candidate and who 
possesses the right to be elected personally ask to be 
a candidate with a written petition." 


"Articles 44 through 56 discuss the accounting for election 
expenses, penalties in connection with elections, and state what 
previous laws the present law replaces, and when it becomes ef= 
fective (upon its publication). 
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The Honorable : vee Um 1g 
The Secretary of State, BIVISion 
Washington. see 
AIS 


Sir; 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch 
Noe 8, dated June 14, 1945, on the subject 
"Internal political affairs; rumored formation 
of new political party; Government's decision 
to hold 'free' by-elections", and its telegram 
No. 818 of June 18, 4 p.m., I have the honor 
to offer the following brief comments regarding 
the results of the by-elections which were held 
on June 17, 1945 for six vacant seats in the 
Grand National Assembly. 


GvS7z-9/00°L93 


The attention of the public and the press 
was largely focused on the contests which took 
place in stanbul and in Zonguldak. In Istanbul 
Muhittin Ustundag, who was Governor and Prefect 
of the City from 1928 to 1938 defeated Hakki 
Tarik Us, President of the Istanbul Press 
Association and a former Deputy, by 472 votes 
to 357., According to several reliable sources, 
Mr. Ustundag was dropped from his post as Governor 
and Prefect in 1938 for inefficiency, following 
upon bitter press criticism directed against him. 
It 1s also understood that Mr. Ust: ndag was 
charged in the Courts with several official and 
personal delinquencies and had to fight his case 
for several years until he was acquitted. 
Apparently his private life also earned him some 
criticism; he sained notoriety some five years 
ago through being divorced by his wife on the 
charge of being overly-interested in a well- 
known Istanbul artiste. The kmbassy sources 
indicate that Mr. Ustlndag¢ has been so much out 
of favor with the leaders of the present govern- 
ment that he has been without a job since 1938. 
Therefore, his election as Deputy might possibly 
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be interpreted as a sign of revolt against the Ry, 
leaders of the Republican People's Party on the cs aN 
part of the hand-picked secondary electors. 63 


On the 


tv 





-2- 


Qn the other hand, it is well known that Mr. Us, 
tho is the publisher of the newspapers VAKIT, HABER 
and EN SON DAKIKA, is unpopular with his fellow 
party members. Mr. Us did not let the election go 
by default and in several articles in VAKIT he 
attempted to show that irregularities had occurred 
during the election, particularly that a roll call 
of the secondary electors had not been taken. How- 
ever, according to the press, the Commission of 
Control at Istanbul did not uphold the charges made 
by Mr. Use 


Another interesting contest was that which 
occurred in Zonguldak, where Ali Riza Incealemdaroglu, 
Provincial Head of the Republican People's Party won 
336 of the 675 votes cast, while former Foreign 
Minister Dr. Tevfik Risti Aras, who had conducted a 
vigorous campaign, ran a poor fourth with only 58 
votes. Dr. Aras, generally considered to be a 
Russophile, has not endeared himself to the party 
leaders as a result of his criticism of the 
Saracoglu Government in the liberal Istanbul news- 
paper TAN. His defeat and the election of 
Incealemdaroglu may be regarded as a victory of 
the Party machine. (As a matter of interest, Atif 
Bayindir, Deputy from Istanbul and a first cousin 
of Mr. Aras, told an officer of the Embassy the 
day before the elections that it was inconceivable 
that Mr. Aras could win.) 


The election as Deputy from Burdur of Mehmet 
Sanli also may possibly be attributed to dissatis- 
faction with the Party leaders. It is understood 
that Mr. Sanli lost his membership in the Grand 
National Assembly some years ago because he did not 
get along with the Party leaders. A similar comment 
can be made with regard to General Fikri Erbug, 
who was elected Deputy for Sivas. General Erbug 
was retired from the army in 1943 at the age of 62, 
although the ordinary age limit for retirement is 
65 and able Generals may be retained in active ser- 
vice even longer. 


Few Turks with whom members of this Mission have 
discussed the by-elections seem to be convinced that 
the by-elections constituted much of an advance toward 
real democracy. Even before the by-elections the 
bulk of the press, including several conservative 
newspapers, had pointed out that the deputies would be 
chosen by secondary electors, hand-picked by the 
Republican People's Party in 1943, who could not be 
expected to exercise a free choice. Since the by- 
elections, most newspapers have continued to demand 
the repeal of certain undemocratic laws, especially 
laws governing the press and the formation of 


political 


political associations, and increasing support 
has been given to the idea of forming a genuine 
opposition political party. It is increasingly 
rumored that former Prime Minister Celal Bayar, 
Deputy from Izmir, and Hikmet Bayur, Deputy from 
Manisa, will head the new opposition party, when 
and if President Inonu allows such a party to be 
formed. 


Respectfully rs, 


Edwin C. Wilson 


ec: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
File No. 800 
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To the Department in Original and Hectograph 


Secretary of State 
Washington 


864, June 27, 6 poem, 

Recent incidents along TurkeSyrian frontier 
appear to be of little importance. Near gaziantepa 
Group of 64 persons attempted to enter Turkey after 
having been attacked by Syrians. One wounded French 
officer and one non-com crossed into Turkey and were 
interned. Othera described by Turks as Armenicns and 
Circassians were turned back into Syria. Another 
croup in this region in this region tried to cross 
frontier and were in main turned back into Syriae 
Consul Byrdat Iskenderun learns from French sources 
that possibly 150 individuals entered Turkey (Sent 
to Dept rptd to Damascus as No. 1), in late ilay 
when Syrian troubles increased Turk general staff 
took necessary military precautions along frontier; 
it states there have been no (repeat no) incidents 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No, 42 Ankara, June 29, 1945~ 


UNRESTRICTED 


Subject: Two Further Articles on How a More 
Democratic System May be Established 


oar in Turkey. 
oom 
a V6 
The Honorable a 
The Secretary of State, ager =" 
Washington. ‘ . 
Sir: we y ool? 
& 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No/ 25 

of June 21, 1945, transmitting the text, in transla- 

tion fron Turkish, of an article on "Freedom of 

Association," written by Mr. Esat Adil Mustecaplioglu, 

a young Istanbul lawyer, I have the honor to forward 
1/ herewith, in translation, the second in the series 

of articles by this author entitled: "Freedon of 

Election and the Way It Is Done." This article ap= 

peared in the Istanbul newspaper TAN, on June 21, 19456 


2/ I also forward herewith a swuaary with partial 
translation of a third article by Mr. listecaplioglu 
entitled, "Electoral Freedom and Systems," which ap- 
peared in TAN on June 23, 1945. The substance of the 
author's opinion on the present state of political 
development in Turkey and the method by which the 
country may be made more democratic is contained in 
the final paragraph of this second article: 


"In our country, however, as long as the 
standpoint is maintained that’ all béliefs and 
convictions are fully represented by a single 
party, it is urally absurd to speak of such 
a democrati¢ system, The only road which can 
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lead us to the system of proportional representa- 
tion is to ensure the freedom to create parties, 
and to introduce the method of direct elections, 
and to make compulsory the exercise of free 


suffrage." 
Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 
E. L. Packer, 
First Secretary of Embassy, 
Enclosure? 


1/ Text of article, 
in translation from 
Turkish, in TAN, June 21, 1945. 


2/ Summary, with partial 
translation, of article in TAN, 
June 23, 1945. 
File No, 800 


REG/bb 


Original and hectograph to Department 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No, 42, dated June 29, 1945, 
from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State, 
subject: "Two Further Articles on How a More Democratic 
System May Be Established in Turkey." 


Unofficial ‘translation SOURCE: Istanbul 
~ newspaper 
‘AN 


June 21, 1945. 


FREEDOM OF ELECTION AND THE WAY IT IS DONE 


by 
Ksat Adil Milstecaplioglu 


True democracy bears two characters: political and 
economic. ‘the fact that everyone has equal rights and freedon 
expresses the political character of democracy, while the 
power of everyone to profit from rights and freedons ex- 
presses its economic character, 


‘the fact that the rights and freedous are acknowledged 
for all citizens does not solve the matter, True democracy 
is the régime which sees to it that every citizen is enabled 
to profit from these as much as they need. 


The main lines of political democracy: 


Nations liberated from the domination of the will of 
a single person, group or class are considered to have 
passed into political democracy, Those who are acquainted 
with the history of the civilization of mankind know very 
well the great difficulties undergone by nations in order 
to acquire political democracy, 


The main condition for the existence of political 
democracy is that the rights and freedoms of citizens, 
restricted or completely usurped, be once again acknow- 
ledged for all. 


The rights and freedoms based on the principle of 
equality in political democracy are divided into two parts: 


1) Social freedoms classified by the relations with 
the state and with one another, of enterprise, of 
capital, free activities within the family, and 
of individuals. 


2) Political freedoms which bring to action the various 
rights of participation and control in public 
affairs by individuals as a result of their 
prerogatives as citizens. 


The 
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The road leading to political democracy: 


A free constitution created by the free will of the 
whole nation constitutes the foundation of political 
democracy. The Grand National Assembly, the government, 
the courts, other political and economic organs of the 
state, and all kinds of civilized and political organiza— 
tions of individuals are considered free, subject to laws 
which do not bear the slightest contravention to such a 
free constitution, 


Slightly expanding the famous saying of Montesquieu, 
we may say that the man condemned to die by a penal code 
drawn up with the free will of the nation is the freeest 
man in the world! I should like to take this opportunity 
of reminding readers of a Turkish proverb: "The finger 
cut off by a free law does not feel any pain." 


Therefore, there is but one way to achieve political 
democracy and reap all its results -- that is a free 
election system which will see that the nation rules it- 
self, 


The principles on which freedom of election are based: 


Since democracy means the rule of a nation either 
directly by itself, or by representatives which it has 
freely elected, then it becomes essential to attach to 
the election of these representatives certain principles 
which do not allow us to relapse into the opposite of 
democracy. 


These principles of election may.in general be the 
following: s 


1) Single degree; 2) Free; 3) Secret; 4) Equality 
between sexes. 


1) Article 9 of our Constitution says: "The Grand 
National Assembly is made up of deputies elected 
by the nation in keeping with the special law." 
The nation cannot be considered as having used 
its own will as long as an alteration is not 
made in this special law which binds the election 
of deputies to a two-degree system. The system 
is also in two degrees in the election of pro~ 
vincial assemblies. Only municipal and village 
assembly elections are one-degree elections, 


2) Free election depends on the existence of parties 
which are adapted to the various inclinations, 
views, and assorted interests of the nation. A 
single party, no matter what its nature, repre= 
sents a single will. Single will is in contra- 
vention of the spirit and basis of democracy, 


3) Secrecy 


ics 


3) Secrecy of votes is the guarantee of freedom of 
election, The law has accepted the method of 
secret voting as a principal. 


4) Equality between men and women as regards electing 
and being elected has also been acknowledged by 
Articles 10 and 11 of our Constitution. 


While speaking of systems of election in the next 
article, we shall go further into these -points,. 


Enclosure No, 2 to despatch No. 42, dated June 29, 1945, 
fran American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State, 
subject: "Two Further Articles on How a More Democratic 
System May Be Established in Turkey." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: Istanbul 
newspaper 


> 
June 23, 1945 
ELECTORAL FREEDOM AND SYSTEMS 


by 
Esat Adil Mistecaplioglu 


The article consists in the main of a general survey of 
different electoral systems and methods (proportional repre~ 
sentation, professional representation, referendum) and the 
manner of their application in various countries, The passages 
relating to conditions in Turkey read as follows: ‘ 


"Since democracy implies self-goverrment by the 
people, this right should be exercised by as large a 
group of citizens as possible. But there exists a con- 
siderable difference between theory and reality. The 
laws applied in various countries have subjected this 
right to many restrictions." 


Here the author refers to the limitations applying to 
minors, persons under guardianship and those who have lost 
civil rights, and also discusses distinctions made in elec- 
toral laws on the basis of sex. 


"In our opinion, democracy does not mean the right 
to self-government by the male population of a country 
alone. In Turkey the right of the woman to participate 
in elections is absolute. Only in certain villages with 
a small population where the Law on Villages is not ap~ 
plied, the suffrege of women is doubtful, For some 
reason or other, this point has been overlooked so far, 


"In some countries participation in elections is a 
right; in others again it constitutes an obligation ... 
In Turkey voting is considered as a right ... In countries 
where participation in elections is compulsory, the per» 
centage of the voting population always varies between 
90-95 percent. However, in our country we must confess 
that this percentage has in many vilayets never exceeded 
60 percent soe 


"Real democracy is only possible by the enjoyment of 
freedom of suffrage by every individual composing the 
nation and the representation of all views and tendencies 
in parliament. Otherwise, democracy may lead to demagogy 
and entails the menace of a minority ruling over the 


majority eee 
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majority ...« To avoid this, it is above all essential 
that all citizens, men and women, as well as children — 
through the head of the family or their guardians ~— be 
fully entitled to take part in the voting; that partici- 
pation in elections be made compulsory and an electoral 
system be applied which will facilitate the representa= 
tion of all opinions and interests ... 


"The system best suited to ensure the existence 
of parties representing all trends in a nation and 
their participation in parliament in correct ratio, 
is the system of proportional representation. 


“With certain variations in its application, this 
system was adopted by Belgium in 1889, by France in 
1906, by Sweden in 1907, by Switzerland in 1919, by 
Germany in 1918,by Italy in 1919 and by Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Yugoslavia in 1920. 


"In our country, however, as long as the stand 
point is maintained that all beliefs and convictions are 
' fully represented by a single party, it is naturally 
absurd to speak of such a system. The only road which 
can lead us to the system of proportional representation 
is to ensure the freedom to create parties, and to intro~ 
duce the method of direct elections, and to make compulsory 
the exercise of free suffrage." 
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ubject: Turkish Newspapers Correct Their Error in 

Referring to Dr. Hewlett Johnson ag. ishop 
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The Rénorable:> a 
The Secretary of State, 
2 Washington, 








sir: : 4 Gl bf 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 47 of July 2, 
1945, forwarding the text of the Turkish press report regarding 
the Dean of Canterbury's statement supporting the incorporation 
of Armenian districts of Turkey into the Soviet-Armenian Repub- 
lie; I-have the honor to quote in translation from Turkish the 
Toltowing report from the Istanbul newspaper AKAM of July 5, 
19453 


"The priest Johnson, whose name is mentioned, is simply 
the Dean of Canterbury Cathedrel, Fisher is the Archbishop of 
Canterbury who officially represents the English State Church. 
In order to avoid confusion in the minds of our readers regard- 
ing the name Canterbury, we wart to explain this point, Johnson 
is a priest who.is. known as the ' Friest' in his country for 
his queer statements and behavior, and very little is thought 
of Hine “fe is”a strange cleric who became a priest after having 
studied geology and enginéering." 
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Other Istanbul papers of the same date cam siniler items 
yo Negarding Dr, Hewlett Johnson. ‘they were apparently interced, te 
G mihimize the effect made by Dr, Johnson's statement regarding the 

question of Armeni : 
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Thé“HonorabEs 

tn The Spepetary of State, 
oY Washington. 
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Sir? a 
iw w 
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“Referring to the Embassy's Despatch No. 1358, dated June 7, (ep) 
1945 on the subject, "Continuation of criticisms of Sarucoglu ss! 
Government; rumored impending formation of opposition political 
party; change in Cabinet and Republican People's Party", I have 
the honor to report that according to the semi-official ankara 
newspaper, ULUS, of July 8, 1945, Nuri Demirag, a prominent 
Turkish businesaman, has made applicution to the governorship 
of Istanbul for permission to orgunize & political purty called, 
"The Party of National Resurgency", The ULUS article, in trans- 
lation from the Turkish, follows. 


yy|-L/90° 
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“Nuri Deflirag, who is 4 merchant, contractor and businessman, 
is reported to have applied to the Istanbul Governorship with a 
petition wherein it is stated that he wishes to organize u 
political Purty called "The Party of National Resurgency". There 
will be sic’ objectives of this Party. These objectives ure 
inspired by the principles formerly applied by hr. Demirug in 
his ‘sky School'. Nuri Demirag made the following statement to 
journalists who questioned him about it: 


"'l want to organize a party called "The Netfousl Resurgency 
Party." It is with this objective that I officially applied 
yesterday to the Governorship to see if permission will be 
granted. Should I receive an affirmative reply to my petition, 
then I shall complete the regulutions for the Purty and other Ss 
formalities. S 






"'The summary of the principles of the Party which I ~ 
organizing is as follows: 


Py /39 


""l, First morals, and then duty. Wt 


"'Phe peoples’ uffairs shall be expedited. Those who as 


raise difficulties for the people are either inefficient or fwve . ~ 
special objectives for doing so. This kind of people cunn ot be? ses, 
employed in public service. They must be dismissed from their ~~ ‘ 
jobs. We shull not seek work for men; but men for work. We shall = 
change the ratio of taxes. We shall develop our hidden resources. ie 
‘ ee sara Ewes ee 
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"'2. The world may become prosperous only through free 
commerce and industry. The State orders; the nation does it. 
Tnaere shall be no "little" or "slow". There shall be "plenty" and 
"speed". Commerce and industry cannot be held down to discipline. 


"'There shall be no hungry, naked, wasteful, miserable people 
and people without work. Great steps will be taken to increase 
the population and to lower the death rate. 


"'3,. There shall be no military conscription. It shall 
be replaced by a military organization conforming to the latest 
system of motorized technique. The Turkish youth shall be 
occupied with important preliminary sports aimed, principally, 
at the defense of the country. 


"'4, The deputies shall be elected by single degree elec- 
tions. Our justice shall be free from the influence and inter- 
vention of State authorities. It shall be entirely independent. 


"'5,. Agriculture shall not starve and industry shall not 
leave the nation naked. Its mines enrich it. Our mineral re- 
sources shall be fully developed. 


"'6. The policy to be pursued in our program of principles 
and labor shall be similar to domestic and foreign policies in 
countries like the United States of America and Britain which 
have attained prosperity, wealth and happiness among the nations 
in the world, and shall conform to Turkish tradition.’ 


"In reply to the question raised as to the names of persons 
helping him to organize this Party, he said that at present he 
would not say. And in reply to the question as to what he 
thought about work for women, he said that women shall, in 
general, bring up children. 


"Those who wanted to join his Party will take the following 
oath: 


"tT swear on my honor, on my life, conscience, and nationality 

that I shall not do six kinds of evil in air, sea and land and 

I shall endeavor to the best of my ability and tongue to prevent 
others from doing so. Should I, during my life, commit any of 
these evils and should I teach them without even taking into con- 
sideration their harm unto others and should I not mildly prevent 
their realization, then may heavens and mountains crush me, may 
the earth swallow me, and the rivers and seas drown me, may any 
kind of catastrophe destroy me.' 


"The six evils mentioned in this oath are: drinking, gambling, 
dishonesty, perversion, laziness and oppression. 


"The Governor of Istanbul who was approached on the subject, 
said that he was not officially informed of the matter." (UIUS, 
Ankara, July 8, 1945). 
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The same newspaper on July 10, 1945 contained the following 
leading article by Mumtaz Faik Fenik, under the heading, "It is - 
not a Party of National Resurgence but It Is a 'Party of the 
Sacred Book'", ridiculing the aims of Mr. Demirag's proposed 
opposition party. 


"I read in the newspapers that a prominent business man in 
Turkey - let me use the American phrase he has taken as a des- 
oription of himself "Business man’ = has applied to the Gover 
norship of Istanbul with the objective of organizing a party 
called the ‘Party of National Resurgence’. We wish him as much 
of a success in this work as in contracting and commerce. 

Nuri Demirag found a good oath for those who want to join his 
Party. Let us read this formula of oath: 


"'I swear on my honor, on my life, conscience and nation- 
ality that I shall not do six kinds of evil in air, sea and 
land and I shall emleavor to the best of my ability and tongue 
to prevent others from doing so.' 


"Why simply conscience has not been sufficient? If every~ 
thing sacred was to be enumerated, why then, words like 'my 
family, my honor, religion and creed' were left out. We did 
not quite grasp this. At any rate, let us continue reading the 
oath: '"Should I, during my life, commit any of these evils and 
should I teach them without even taking into consideration 
their harm unto others and should I not mildly prevent their 
realization, then may heavens and mountains crush me, may the 
eart swallow me, and the rivers and seas drown me." Although 
the lakes and brooks have no share in this, this point has been 
also settled as follows: ‘May any kind of catastrophe destroy 
me’. Should we boil it down, it will read ‘May God punish me’, 
But in a community where conscience is held above everything 
else and law rules, is it necessary to wish nature's punishments 
left over from Noah? Furthermore, when the sky and the mountains 
fall, they crush many innocent people among the delinquents. 
Doesn't Nuri Demirag pity the innocent? 


"The six kinds of evils mentioned in the oath are: drink- 
ing, gambling, dishonesty, perversion, laziness, and oppression. 


"But the sacred book has many more evils enumerated in it. 
Nuri Demirag must have read them so long ago that he does not 
remember all of them. Aren't vengeance, greed, and anger evils? 
Well, among the things forbidden, there is nothing said regard- 
ing the detested activities of inveterate smokers!" 


Mr. Demirag's proposal to form a new party does not appear 
to be taken seriously in well-informed Ankara circles. Mr. 
Demirag, whose name has been connected with the abortive Pan- 
Turanian movement (See Embassy's Despatch 1189, April 6, 1945), 
is a self-made contractor, who has been interested in railway 
construction, holds several mining concessions (See Commercial 
Attaché's Report No. 7, dated October 7, 1944), and was also 
the founder of an airplane factory and a flying school at 
Yeqgilkey, Istanbul. His airplane factory was put out of business 
by the Government, whose policy of "Etatism" has been vigorously 
opposed by Mr. Demirag. The proposed new political party seems 


to 


“to be inspired mainly by dislike of "Etatism", i.e., it may be 


regarded as the champion of those Turkish business interests 
which are opposed to the traditional policy of increasing Gov- 
ernment ownership and control. It is asserted in some circles 
that the Government deliberately encouraged the proposal to form 
@ new party by Nuri Demirag and allowed it to be widely publicized 
in order to discredit the opposition which has become manifest in 


recent months. 
Respectfully yours, 
¢ AO 


Cc/ Division of Near Eustern affairs, 
Department of State. 


File No. 800 
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To the Department in original and hectograph. 
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S The SRcretary of State, 
am Washington. 
BS 
Sir: 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 80, 
Gated July 14, 1945, on the same subject, 7 have the 
honor to sive below, in translation from the Turkish, 
a presumably apocryphal"interview with the Leador of 
the future party", which appeared in the liberal 
Istanbul newspaper TAY of July 15, 1945, under the by- 
line of Aziz Nesin. While the interview in itself 
obviously is ridiculous, it has its serious side inas- 
much as it tends to discredit the formation of new 
political parties. 








"I decided to have an ‘nterview with the 
loader of the future Party of Niat*onal ‘.esurcency. 
I found the Honorable iluri Demirag deeply oceunied 
with a new piece of machinery,wiich I never saw 
before, at his abandoned factory at ¥ 
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"Tama journalist. If am not disturbdins 
you, I would like to have a tall with you. 


"No, on the contrary, IT am pleased. I have 
used all my words in store. J used my last 
bull ts 


"Vhey say that you are a man of mans, and 
therefore you can use many more bullets. what 
is this you are workin; at? 


"It is a mouse trap. 3 just invented ‘t. 
When < set up my Party, I shall use tis 
machine to trap speculators. “\ 
sears Fe : S 
“hat is your Perty's vrogram? % 





¥ » 
Ae iy 
Ha "Whet program? We are not organizing « 
a oA theatrical companye Mo, we are organi 
a party. 
hh “What 4s your plan? we 
"You are still ignorant of what a Party is. < 


@ Flans are vsed ‘n the construction of buildings. xX 


"They say that there cannot be a Party without 

@ program or plan, 

"Should it become necessary’ to have a program, with 
God's permission, we shall have it. ‘The important 
thing here is first to orranize the Party; the 
program will naturally follow. 


"What will be the principle in the program of your 
Party? 


"T shall teke adventage from the Ankara Radio 
programs and the Seaways tariff. 


"Why did you call your Party the Party of National 
Resurgency? 


"Because, I could not call it a Party of Retrosressione 
I shall do for the nation what | did for myself as far 
as resurcency is conccrned. 


"WL11 you have the nation stand uv on its own feet? 


"No. ‘the nation gets tired on its feet. ! shall 
have an arm-chair made for everybody. 


“Should your Party be inneed of a newspaper as a 
propaganda organ. 


"Drive your donkey to Nigde, son. ‘You are late. 
Applications from newspapers wishins to become the 
organ of my Party have been comings since the day I 
sent in my petition to organize the Party. I shall 
have to select one of these. 


"Will you name your newspaper a Trap? 


x "As it may mean to be trapped and escape, I save up 


the idea. J shall call it 'The Palace of Canartes'. 
In this palace the breecing of the best canaries 
shall take place and having taught them to sing the 
tunes of the varty, I sill send them to the four 
corners of the world and as they sing, my soul will 
rejoice. 


"T parted from the ‘onorable Nuri Demirag, leaving 
him all alone with his trap." 


Respectfully yours, 


Yor the Ambassador 


Ee Ji) Packer 


First Secretary of Embassy 
File to. 800 
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= I have the honor te enclose as of 
to the Department, a summarized transla 
editorial by A. “unadz, which eared in the national- 
istic Istanbul newspaper (ii T of duly 20, 1945, 
suscestine the possibility ef the revival of the old 
Party of Union and Prorress. ‘here ‘“s also enclesed 

a sum arized translation of an ¢ orial by Vuseyin 
Cahid Yalchin, taken from the liberal Istanbul nowspaner 
TANT. of July 21, 1945, to the CU ili y 
article. 


possible interest 
ion of an 
























ip, cunduz indicated that the formation of a new 
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Enclosure 1/ to despatch No. 118 from the American 
Embassy, Ankara, dated July 28, 1945, on the subject 
"Sucgested revivel of "Party of Union and Progress". 


TRANSLATION 


Source; Istanbul news- 
paper CUMIURIYEY 
of July 20, 1945 


The seeds of a Semalist Farmers' Farty have not yet 

sprouted, but it would not be wrons to expect in the very 
near future the formation of a new Party of Union and 
Progress. In fact this plan in a more or less varue manner 
has been under consideration for the last six years. It 
took a more concrete form in the course of the funeral 
procession when the remains of the great revolutionary and 
national hero Talat Pasha were transferred to their final 
resting place. As a matter of fact, fhe spectacle which 
Istanbul presented on that day was on a smaller scale 
reminiscent of the crowd which had turned out on the occasion 
of Ataturk's first visit to Istanbul. ‘low is this party 
going to come into being? Since we have no information 
on the endeavors in this direction we are not in a position 
to say anything definite. Nevertheless, considering the 
methods followed by the Unionists in the past, there is 
every reason to believe that it will come into being all 

of a sudden without previous ado. what will be stand of 
the new political formation in rerard to our own Yarty? 
Well, this is very clear. It will be an open opposition, 
an opposition which will establish a balance. That is to 
say, it will be a real and constructive form of opposition. 
In the case of a “armers!' Party one can always claim that 
it possesses the characteristics of a class party. However, 
as far as the political formation under reference is con- 
cerned, it will not have such a character. As a matter of 
fact, one can also consider it as formed from amonc the 
vory essence of the Republican People's Party. In order 
that our own Party should be able to work cn a broader, 
more positive and more rational basis, the need for such a 
sound opposition is becoming cre and more pronouncedes. 
Coming to the party which Nuri Demirag intends to form, 
well, we sincerely advise him to sive up this plen which 
can only be prejudicial to his own person. Demirac's 
business as well as volitical record is absolutely clean. 
fhe orizin. of his wealth is known to ell, and furthermore, 
everybody knows the sreat losses which he has sustained. 
dowever, the delicate points reside in the fact that so 
far numerous obstacles have been raised to his activities, 
and that he has been the victim of great injustices. Under 
these circumstances, regardless of how sincere his intentions 
may be, certain revengeful designs will necessarily be 
ascribed to the party which he intenis to establish. Re- 
gardless of what he does it will te impossible for him to 
eradicate this impression. For this reason we believe 
that he will not be able to find really sincere adherents. 
("Rumors abovt a new opposition party" by A. Stina, - 
CUMHURIYET, July 20, 1945.) 


Enclosure 2/ to despatch iio. 118 from the American 
Embassy, Ankara, dated July 28, 1945, on the subject 
"Surgested revival of "Party of Union and Progress". 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper TANTN of 
July 21, 1945 


A writins which appeared in yesterday's 
CUMIURIYET according to which a 'Unionist' party 
is about to come into being naturally attracted 
considerable attention. We do not know whether 
or not the contents of this writine are but idle 
talk, but coming to the essence of the problem we 
wish to point out that the Party of Union and 
Progress is not the property of its founders or 
its leaders, who are all dead now, and that con- 
sequently the creation of a new party under the same 
name by elements either directly or indirectly 
affiliated in the past with the Unionist Party may 
not appear stranre. but despite the fact that the 
Party of Union and Progress is under nobody's 
monopoly, it still is a body which belongs to the 
history of the Turkish nation. In fact, it is 
a distinct formation which at a specific period of 
ovr history came into being as a result of certain 
particular needs and requirements. Such a party 
may not be revived artifically. In fact, let us 
‘have it rest in peace. If we feel today the necessity 
of cre ting a new party or parties, let us found 
such establishments on the conditions and needs of 
the present day. Indeed, the memories and sentiments 
relating to the larty of Union and Progress are still 
vivid. An atteimt to revive this party can - instead 
of assemblinrs the progressive element = only serve to 
bring asain to the surface old strifes and disputes. 
Indeed, there is no difficulty in the matter of 
findin: new names for new parties. Under these 
circumstances and in view of the fact that conditions 
today are not the same which eristed thirty years 
ago, adopting a name closely identified with a certein 
distinct domestic and foreirn policy can hardly 
constitute a source of strength for a new party and 
reflect great political wisdom. ("A new Unionist 
Party" by H. G. Yalchin - TAWIN - editorial - July 
21, 1945.) 
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“Me Honorable 
mn THe Secretary of State, 
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Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose, in translation 
from the Turkish, copy of a statement given the 
liberal istanbul newspaper VATAN of August 3, 1945 
by Rauf Hussein Orbay, Turkish Prime Minister 
from July 10, 1922 until August 13, 1923, and long 
known as a staunch opponent of the one-party system 
of government. As will be noted, the translation 
consists almost entirely of a repetition of a state- 
ment made to the same newspaper by Mr. Orbay on 
November 1, 1923, and it makes the point that the a) 
Republic can be successful “only if it conforms to 
the wishes of the majority of the people, securing 
their happiness and preserving the honor and inde- 
of the country". m 


S$v73-38/00°L98 


nly BO 


Mr. Orbay's statement, which comes at a time 
when there have been mary manifestations of discon- 
tent with the Saracorlu cabinet and a recrudesence 
of demands for the replacement of the one-party 
system by a more liberal regime, the definitive 
establishment of freedom of the press, and the 
abolition of repressive laws, seems to have aroused 
great interest in the country. A number of reliable 
Turkish sources consider that it has given a tre- 
mendous fillip to the liberal and anti-Covernment 
group, especitlly since it is the first public state- 
ment made by iir. Orbay since his return from exile 
and reconcilement with Kemal Ataturk. Only secondarily 
do these sources mention that Nr. Crbay misht himself 
undertake an active role in political life and lead 
the liberal opposition to the present regime. 


In order properly to aporaise the importance 
of'Nr. Orbay's statement, it is suggested that the 


\ 
Department 
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Department consult the Confidential Biographical 
Data Sheet regarding him submitted by the Embassy 
under date of December 4, 1944. 

Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador 


E. L. Packer 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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Enclosure 1/ to despatch No. 144 from the American 
Embassy, Ankara, dated August 8, 1945 on the subject 
‘"Tnternal Political Affairs: Interview given newspaper 
VATAN by former Prime Minister Rauf Hussein Orbay. 


The country has reached a turning point in its 
political developmente VATAN consequently considered it advis- 
able to learn the views of Rauf Orbay, former Prime Minister 
and Ambassador at London. The life of this former hero of the 
Hamidiye has been devoted to the service of his country 
completely detached from any political ambition; he has un- 
breakable moral principles and a strong wille The views and 
convictions of such a citizen will surely arouse interest among 
other citizens. 


Rauf Orbay lives at his sister's house at Bebeke 
VATAN visited him there and asked him for his views, He replied: 


"I have no new views to express. I expressed my 
viewa: on domestic matters in 1923. They have not al- 
tered since thene" 

. “In that case, would you allow us to publish the 
statement you made at that time?" 


"Statements published in the past have become pub- 
lic property. You are naturally free to publish such of 
these as you wishe" 


Thereupon, the files of VATAN were consulted and Rauf 
Orbay's statement was found. It wes made on November 1, 1923 
and was five columns longe Only part of it dealt with events of 
the time. The rest, dealing with general principles, is as 
follows: 


“Two Forms of Government: 


"I believe that all governments set up from the 
beginning of the world to the present time are based on two 
distinct principles. One of these is the method of rule of an 
indisputable sovereign, who supposedly receives his rights 
and authority from God and reigns on the strength of this legi- 
timacy, Consequently, he rules the nation eccording to his 
own conception, his own mentality, and his own orders and wille 
No matter how well-meaning a person ruling thus may be, and no matter 
how vast are his powers, he is, after all, only a human being. 
His illnesses, such as headaches or abdominal trouble, which may 
occur to a human being at any time, immediately affect the nation, 
and as the degree of the illnesses increases, so do the troubles 
of the nation. The bad effects on nations were proved by sad events 
all through the centuries, with the result that nations rebelled 
and struggled to rule their own destinies. The powers of 
sovereigns were finally restricted and subjected to certain 
conditions. 


“Our 


"Our nation, too, followed the same road after 
1908, and beginning with the struggles of the Consti- 
tution, advanced toward its goal of achieving its work 
with its own knowledge, its own views, and its own 
decisions, 


"For centuries, our country has had to fight for 
its life against incessant attacks from outside. Al- 
though a pure and cultured nation, it did not succaed 
in reaping full profit from the benefits of the Con- 
stitution. The reason for this should be sought in 
the factors abroad, the discomforts created by domestic 
misdeeds, and above all in the audacious intervention 
at most crucial times of the sovereigns who considered 
themselves to be placed on the throne by God Himself, 
their attempts at retrogression, and the civil rebellions 
which resulted from all this, 


"The last tragic aggression which nay be reg2-ded 
by all as evidence occurred when Mehnet the Sixth took 
advantage of the nation's misfortune to intervene in 
such a way that it almost cost it its life and independence. 
The Governnent of Union and Progress thought that it 
would do well to prevent Mehnet the Fifth fron inter- 
vening in state matters as a constitutional sovereign, 
and trying to free itself of the despotism of the 
Assembly, bestowed upon him the right to dismiss the 
Assenbly. However, the save principles had been con- 
sidered at the beginning of the Constitution as pos- 
sibly paving a way to despotism, and had been altered, 
Mehnet the Sixth used this power and dismissed the 
Assenbly, and taking into his own hands the nation's 
destiny at the most vital tine of its history, consid- 
ered himself to be the shepherd, and the nation a herd 
of sheep (as he personally told me), and delivered it 
to the slaughter~house of Sévres. His aim in doing this 
was nothing more than saving his person and his palace. 

. Again, he was so obstinate that he abandoned his throne 
in a way unnatched in the history of our great nation -- 
and which should not be forgotten by this country -- and 
shamefully fled by seeking refuge in a foreign land which 
was then our enemy. To be in favor of an absolute rule 
of an individual, after seeing such disreputable resilts 
in so near a past, cannot be described as uere inbecility. 
It is worse than ignorance and even treasonablee 


‘Faced with this tragedy, the nation considered it 
an abasenent to entrust its destiny to anyone but itself 
and rightfully took matters into its own hands and 
elected the Grand National Assenbly. It was stated 
that the Ottoman Governnent no longer existed as Istanbul 
had been occupied, It was declared necessury to set up 
a governuent to rule the people, to defend the country 
and protect it from the enemy, It was decided to elect 


five 


"five deputies from each district, veyardless of 
population. The members of the Organization for 
the Protection of light and of the Municipal and 
Administrative Assenblies were to participate in 

the election, as well as the Secondary Electors, 

The public sent its representatives who got together 
under the name of "The Grand National Assembly," and 
started work in the darkest days, full of the highest 
hopes and aims, They succeeded in a most worthy 
fashion, securing the means of carrying out the 
work of the nation. 


"Thus, not to try out a theory, but because of 
real necessity, our nation set up itself a form of 
administration, which was justified by the results. 


"This form of government -- the second of which 
I speak -- is, in my opinion, the safest and most 
correct form of rule. It receives its power from the 
nation's consent alone. I do not doubt for a moment 
that as long as it does not need any other influence 
or power, it will daily raise the nation and the 
country to greater happiness and security, 


"Provided that the matters are sufficiently known 
to the nation to enable it to pass judgment, the result 
will most certainly secure the people's happiness and 
prosperity. As long as we hold fast to these princi- 
ples, the alteration of the title Grand National As- 
sembly to that of Republic does not harm or alter the 
goal. ‘There is only one condition under which a new 
form of rule replacing a past one may be acceptable 
and sound, This can be possible only if it conforns 
to the wishes of the majority of the people, securing 
their happiness and preserving the honor and independence 
of the country. Otherwise it would be a greet mistake, 
especially after the bitter experiences of the recent 
past, to believe that real needs will be met by chan- 
ging a name and form on the surface «lone. 


"what is a strong government? “shat I conceive 
as a strong government is: Government rule consisting 
of statesmen who agree with ove another in principle, 
who are experienced, have grasped the sicening of their 
duties and authority, have absorbed the spirit of 
nationa]. sovereignty, and are accustoned te discussing 
the diffiew ties they nay face sincerely and frankly, 
only with the National Assembly. 





"TI heard with shame that there are some people 
who tae "strong government" to mean the strength of 
might and fists, It is true that there have been 
aany events to suggest this in tie past, when the 





nation 


"nation was unable to be in complete control. However, 
as long as the Grand National Assembly continues to 
exist and carries out its functions with determination 
and sacrifice in the future, as in the past, there 
should be no cause for any more such unfortunate 
experiences," 


The last question asked by VATAN in the interview of 
November 1, 1923, was the following: 


"There are some who say that our nation has not 
yet reached a stage where she can rule her own destiny, 
that she is not worthy of absolute freedom, \ihat is 
your opinion of this unjust accusation aimed at the 
nation?" 


Rauf Orbay made the following reply: 


"I am completely against this point of view. We were 
in touch with the people in Anatolia during the most 
difficult times. On my return from inprisonnent at 
Malta, I had the closest contact with the Supreme 
Assembly in my various capacities, such as Minister 

of Public Works, Vice President of the Grand National 
Assembly, and as Prine Minister. There were occasions 
when I was questioned for days. During very difficult 
times, I presented the most critical problens to the 
Assembly and asked for vital decisions, The sun of my 
experience is that as long as the nation was trusted 
and its rights respected, no iatter how difficult the 
problem nor how hard the tine, it was always possible 
to solve every problem once its causes were clearly 
stated to the Assembly. I, too, have been able to 
continue my duties with a clear conscience, a strong 
morale, and an increased love of service, The nation 
has become of age. It is capable of ruling its des- 
tiny like every nation in any part of the world. 


"Ag for your question about absolute liberty, 
my interpretation of liberty for nations is the ful- 
fillnent, unconditionally and without exception, of 
the Laws set down in proper fashion by the deputies. 
This its the real liberty of a nation, and according 
to the conviction I have formed from my long contacts 
with the people, this is what the nation wants." 
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Sir: 


1/-9/ I have the honor to enclose translations of a series 


of nine articles on the subject, "An Analysis of Our Polit- 
ical Life," by Ahmet Emin Yalman which appeared in the 
Istanbul newspaper VATAN during the period July 18 to July 

27, 1945. It is believed that these articles are of especial 
interest, not only in the background of the criticism of 

the present system of government which has developed in the 
past several months, but also due to Mr. Yalman's acknowledged 
position as an intelligent independent thinker, 


In his first article Mr. Yalman refers to the "outside 
threat" menacing Turkey and suggests that as a consequence, 
the present time is propitious for the examination and over- 
hauling of the national structure, In the subsequent articles 
he points out that despite the progress made during the early 
period of the Republic, in recent years Turkey has not ad- 
vanced at so rapid a rate on the road to Westernization; that 
although the Turkish Constitution is extremely progressive, 
its spirit has been neglected all too often, and that while the 
external policy of the country has been satisfactory, many 
errors have been comaitted in so far as the internal organiza- 
tion is concerned, Mr. Yalman scores the Government for casting 
aside such able leaders as forner Prime Minister Cela) Bayar; 
contends that too often politicians who becowe Cabinet Ministers 
change their concept of values, and expresses the belief that 
while many Cabinet Ministers have toured the country to study 
conditions, very often they see only."yes" men. Finally, Mire 
Yalman points out the urgent need for the establishment of a 
free and independent opposition party to serve as a "brake on 
the arbitrary decisions and omnipotent tendencies of those in 
power." Mr. Yalman admits that the creation of a second party 
would not be a "cure-all" for all the ills from which the 
nation is suffering, especially if such a party resulted in a 
division of the nation in two, but he vigorously denies the, 
argunent of those who assert that Turkey is 111 prepared for 


complete o 
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complete democracy now and should advance gradually upon 
that road. His last article concludes as follows -- 
"ese There is only one course open to us, 

If we delay the regime of free discussion and 
free control ardently desired by the nation, 
we shall not only deprive the Turkish nation of 
innumerable opportunities and occasions, but 
gradually endanger our own existence and inde~ 
pendence. In fact, the only guarantee of life 
and progress is the road leading to a genuine 
form of democracy," 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador 







E. L. Packer, 
First Secretary of Embassy. 


Enclosure: iH Kf 


1/-9/ Series of nine articles 
by Ahmet Emin Yalman which 
appeared in Istanbul newspaper 
VATAN July 18 to July 27, 1945. 
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Original and hectograph to Department 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State 
Istanbul 


Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 
expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN". 


TRANSLATION 


Sources Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 18, 1945 


The old eastern question has risen from its 
grave. The fact that the outside threat has flared 
up again and that our existence, independence and 
territorial integrity are again subject to an outside 
danger constitutes for us a development far more 
painful than ever before, because after our strugple 
for independence we secured for ourselves 2 place in 
the world and took a leading role among those working 
for world order and peace. Consequently, a situation 
in which problems pertaining to our own destiny have 
again become a subject of discussion among foreigners 
cannot but grieve us profoundly. Experience has 
taught us that foreign ambitions choose weak and 
ailing constitutions as their objective... There is 
again a knock at our door today. We cannot look 
upon this event merely as an indication of the 
existence of certain symptoms of weakness in our 
constitution. After a gigantic war hegemonic 
appetites have again awakened and trends disregarding 
the rights of others have begun to predominate. Will 
the Potsdam meeting serve to change this atmosphere? 
This we do not know. The lesson which, however, we 
have learned from experience. teaches us not to rely 
on anyone in matters pertaining to our destiny, and 
to regard as of secondary importance the assistance 
which may be derived from international relations. We 
therefore are obliged. to subject our constitution to 
a careful examination, and if there be found signs of 
weakness we will have to discover a remedy against 
them. We therefore believe that it is now the proper 
time to engase in free criticism and analysis of our 
political life. Only, prior to doing so, we deem it 
necessary to point out the following to foreigners: 
all those who may look upon the discussion and debates 
to be engaged in in our country with a view to 
elevating the level of our political life and streng- 
thening the freedom of debate es an indication of 
weakness and scission will be merely deceiving them- 
selves. 


("An analysis of our political life (1) - 
The need of strengthening immediately our 
national structure" by A. E. Yalman - 
VATAN = editorial - July 18, 1945) 


Enclosure 2/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 
expressed by Ahmet Zmin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN", 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 19, 1945 


We are a nation which has suffered great 
hardships and experienced great upheavals, and 
though we have at first with the zeal of the 
national struggle made important strides in the 
matter of retrieving lost time on the way to 
progress, we have not been able to keep up this 
pace. Casting aside a broad outlook and pro- 
ductive methods, we have become the victims of 
narrowmindedness and have failed to curb ex- 
tremist trends. Though we prepared our Con- 
stitution along the most advanced lines, in 
practice we have failed to comply with its spirit, 
and have not been able to achieve the desired 
results. Our main fault lies in the fact that we 
have endeavored to seek certain short cuts which - 
though attractive in theory - have led us to a 
deadlock. We have, for example, by means of a 
single party system hoped to reduce discussions to 
a minimum, to establish discipline and thus to 
economize all available energies, and by a system 
of centralization we have endeavored to avoid as 
far as possible errors and mistakes. However, the 
stability required in the administration of a 
modern state cannot be established by such methods 
e+ee, for such a system renders totally ineffective 
the brales of free discussion and control. 

("Analysis of our political life: (2) 

Along what standards should an examination 
be effected?" by A. EK. Yalman - VATAN - 
editorial - July 19, 1945.) 


Enclosure 3/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 
expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN 


TRANSLATION 


Sources: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 20, 1945 


The one-party system which we have tested has in the 
main manifested itself in the form of guardianship. We 
wish to point out in the first place that as far as the 
outside world is concerned our national policy has been 
conducted with success. This is a point which must be 
booked to the credit of the government and the party. 
Especially during the days of crisis the ship of the state 
has been steered with foresight and understanding. The 
government has not departed from the fundamental principles 
of the national policy, has remained aloof from all kinds 
of adventures, and has always found the nation on its side. 
Despite the foregoing, as a natural consequence of a one- 
party system, correct information has not always been 
obtained from abroad, errors have been committed as regards 
details, and as a result our prestige and credit abroad 
have been unnecessarily shaken. Coming to the general 
administration of the country, despite the very best 
intentions the one-party system has failed to become a 
powerful guardian of the interests of the public. Since 
the brakes of control did not function properly private 
interests have in different shapes and forms managed to 
gain the upper hand and entailed the neglect of the 
interests of the community... As regards the matter 
of selection in public life, the question as to whether 

_ the able element or the servile yes-man is receiving 
preference is the most sensitive criterion in determining 
whether a country is being administered in a rational 
manner. An investigation effected in Turkey in 1937 
on this subject by Sir Nenry Bunbury, on behalf of an 
institution of the Rockefeller establishment for a study 
and comparison of general administrative systems, re- 
vealed that the general trend in this respect was in the 
main not compatible with the objective in view. Some time 
after Sir Henry Bunbury's report the baréme (salary scale) 
law was adopted, and instead of affording the qualified 
element a possibility of advancement and service in public 
life a contrary course was followed. 


("Analysis of our political life: (3) 
Consequences of a one-party system" by 
A. E. Yalman - VATAN - editorial = 
July 20, 1945.) 


Enclosure 4/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 
expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 21, 1945 


Vany able elements who for years have rendered 
faithful services to the country, and who under no 
circumstances have ever acted outside of the dictates 
of their conscience, have been cast aside as a result 
of whimsical orders of a minister or a chief. Many others 
have been “kicked upstairs" and under the pretense of . 
promotion been appointed to purely advisory posts where 
they have no longer been able to exercise their executive 
abilities, and in their place people have been appointed 
whose only merit lay in their servile character. It 
really seemed as if these elements above the average 
created general discomfort. A steam roller was promptly 
passed over these prominences and thus everything again 
levelled out. “4owever, the resulting flatness implied 
sterility in virtues and ideals. The treatment extended 
to Celal Bayar and to his collaborators constitutes an 
eloquent example of the foregoing. Despite the great 
difficulties experienced by this country in economic 
matters nothing was done in order to take advantage of 
the experience and ability of Celal Bayar. The need 
was not even felt to consult him. Many of the able 
elements who were at the head of our economic affairs 
during Celal Bayar's incumbency were one by one removed 
from their posts. The hardships suffered by this 
country in time of war would have certainly been less 
had - in a broad spirit - these people been employed 
in the public life of the country. We are fully aware 
of the fact that merely changing individuals cannot 
suffice to ensure the desired results. What is 
necessary is to establish a positive standard and 
notion as regards the elements in the public life of 
the country. Men produced and trained in public affairs 
constitute a part of the riches of the country - 
just as its mines and forests. They are in every 
respect the property of the nation. Just as we cannot 
consent to neglect and disipate our natural resources of 
wealth, we will have to seek the same ways of deriving 
maximum benefits from the treasure which our able and 
trained elements represent. Only by means of such a 
system may a lasting atmosphere of confidence be 
established in the country and a road opened to constructive 
collaboration and true national unity and concord. 


("Analysis of our political life: (4) 
Standards applied to men in our public 

life" by A. E. Yalman - VATAN - editorial - 
July 21, 1945.) 


Enclosure 5/ to Despatch No. 142 dated 

August 7, 1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, 
on the subject: "Internal Political Situation, 
Views expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN". 


TRANSLATION 


Sources Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 22, 1945 


The lack in our country of a free and independent 
political life and the fact that criticisms and debates 
do not take place in a constructive and organized manner, 
make it impossible for the public to attach a specific 
value to those individuals playing political roles... 
Man, after all, is an extremely weak creature. Consequently, 
an average person looks upon the power and authority granted 
him through some office not as a position for service and 
responsibility, but as a grace which has come: down from 
heaven. This country in strict keeping with democratic 
principles, has abolished titles, decorations, ranks and 
other special terms expressing official hommage and respect. 
In this matter we have advanced far more than any other 
country. Unfortunately, however, this trend has failed to 
implant itself in our hearts. Indeed, the day on which 
a citizen becomes a Cabinet member, his concepts of value 
undergo a sudden change. For instance, in traveling, he 
feels greatly satisfied if he finds a berth on a sleeping- 
car. But, as soon as he becomes a Minister, he absolutely 
wants to travel in a special train in coing to and from 
Istanbul... In this connection I want to dwell on the 
person and character of the .imerican Chief-of-Staff, 
General Marshall. This extraordinary man has drawn up the 
fundamental plans of the war, raised million-men armies 
out of nothing, granted unlimited power and authority to 
qualified commanders and entrusted to a Lt.-Col. called 
Eisenhower the responsibility of commandins the African 
and European armies. ‘he men whom he has chosen have 
won fame as well as the enthusiastic love and respect of 
the people. Against all this, General Marshal has asked 
for one thing only, namely, to be forgotten in his own 
corner and to be able to lead his usual simple life... 
In our opinion, America's greatness does not lie in her 
wealth and power, but in the fact that she has succeeded in 
adjusting her standards of value in the country's general 
life in a manner which makes it possible to bring up such 


people as General Marshall, free of petty personal 
ambitions. 


("An analysis of our political life (5) - 
The basic requirements of political life" by 
A. E. Yalman - VATAN - editorial - July 22, 1945) 


Enclosure 6/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 
expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN", 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 23, 1945 


Our Cabinet Ministers tour the country 
ceaselessly and try to listen to criticisms and 
complaints. Unfortunately, however, the circles 
and the people with which they come into contact 
have been prepared. and chosen in a manner a 
that they will anyway say "Yes, sir". There will, 
of course, be certain citizens who will not fail 
to tell the truth, but they will at once be 
stigmatized as being black sheep. it would be 
erroneous, however, to believe that such a trend 
is always due to the lack of good will and desires 
for individual hegemony... Let us take up the 
question of the Land Reform Bill. The fundamental 
objective is perfectly in keeping with ideal 
principles. This fact, however, does not give 
the richt to take decisions not based on investigations 
and to silence complaints. Living as we do ina 
human society recognizing the right of property, we 
are obliged to accept as lawful the defense by 
large land owners of their own interests and to 
listen to their views and objectionse.. May Dr. 
Refik Saydam rest in peace. Despite the fact that 
he was occupying an important office like the 
Prime Ministership, he did not see things through 
rosy glasses, but realized that everything froma - z 
was defective. Besides, he showed the courage of 
pointing out this state of affairs. Was he, one 
wonders, mistaken in his claims or has everything, 
from a - z been straightened out since that time, 
that we still fail to change our methods? 


("An Analysis of our Political Life: (6) 
The ruses of theoritical reasoning" by 
A. E. Yalman - VATAN - editorial - 
July 23, 1945) 


Enclosure 7/ to Despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 


expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN", 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 24, 1945 


Many among us believe that a second party is a 
"cure all", and that as soon as it is established all 
evil will be eliminated. Let us not give in to new 
dreams. Jt is absolutely essential that we should free 
ourselves of the one-party monopoly, and achieve a system 
of free discussion and apply effective control. Buta 
second or third party does not in this regard constitute 
an end in itself being but a meanse If a second party 
should from the standpoint of feelings and ambitions 
divide the nation into two - then a second party will 
not be a remedy but a deadly poison. Those who are 
carrying the legal or moral responsibility in the 
matter of the country's continued existence, independence 
and progress, are = by availing themselves of past 
experience - obliged to see to it that a second party 
does not prove to be a poison but a real remedy... 
Countries like England and America have felt the need 
for national unity only in times of war, or in other 
similar situations. In our case, however, this need 
will make itself felt continually for long years to 
come, living as we do on the most delicate, unstable 
and insecure spot of the world. We have through 
experience learned that a single=party system does not 
secure the required will power and energy. There is 
need for a party life of the kind based on free debates, 
effective control, and mutual respect and love. Some of 
us say that we cannot adopt such a system not being pre- 
pared for it. Those who say so either are ignorant of 
the high qualities of this nation, or are narrow-minded 
conservatives, or people whose interests lie in 
a continuation of a system of trusteeship. Should we in- 
sist on the argument that the nation cannot administer 
itself and that the application of the Constitution 
should be effected gradually, we will be marking time 
fifty years hence in so far as the enforcement of 
democratic principles is concemed, and as a result we 
will be depriving this nation of the possibilities and 
opportunities for progress. Let us not blame the 
nation, and present ourselves to the outside world as 
incapable. This nation is mature, deserves confidence 
and is able to administer itself. 


("An analysis of our political life: (7) 
Is a second party a ‘cure all'?"by 

A. E. YALMAN - VATAN = editorial - 
July 24, 1945 


Enclosure 8/ to despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 
1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the 
subject: "Internal Political Situation, Views 


expressed by Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper 
VATAN", 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 26, 1945 , 


While tracing our future course it is obvious that 
we should take advantage of the experiences of other 
nations. Sut there is no doubt that in t)is matter we 
‘have to rely mainly on the light shed by experiments 
which we have tried on our own national body. During 
the national struggle until the conclusion of the Lausanne 
treaty we had in the Grand National Assembly a faction 
known as the Second Party, which was always free in 
voicing its criticisms and objections. Mustafa Kemal 
who at that time was shouldering the great responsibility 
of the national struggle could have in these critical 
times very well silenced all such opposition, but his 
broad vision convinced him that despite the difficulties 
which such criticisms could entail they had in reality 
an envigorating and uniting influence. This shows that 
the possibility of the existence of a second party and 
its usefulness were amply demonstrated under the most 
trying circumstances. After the conclusion of the 
strugele for liberation a Progressive Party was formed 
which was to carry out the functions of control. 
Though the people forming this party were. elements who 
had closely collaborated in the national struggle, the 
atmosphere of animosity which developed between the 
two parties led the enterprise to failure. The respon- 
sibility therefor lies in our opinion on Moth sides. But 
the main responsibility rests with the parasitic elements 
which can hardly thrive in an atmosphere not saturated 
with suspicion and hatred, and which cannot tolerate 
a free and well-controlled political life, based on mutual 
good will and working for the welfare of the nation. 
Since in the resulting political environment free of 
all supervision all kinds of malfeasance began to develop 
and party inspectors took on the character of feudal 
elements exploiting the public for their own benefits, the 
prestige of the regime experienced a setback, and those in 
power realized the necessity of promptly establishing 
an opposition party. As a result Fethi Okyar was in 1932 
appointed to form this new party. The experiment under 
reference indicates to us the course which we by all 
means should follow in the establishment of a balanced 
political life. In fact the new party thus formed was 
more or less looked upon as a government establishment 
charged with a specific task, its members were chosen 
by the government party and the course to be followed by 
it was also set by that party. As things stand today 
the need for free discussion and a real supervision exercised 


by a political party is being felt more acutely than 

ever before. In fact our existence has arrived at a 

most important turning point. The task lying ahead of 

us is not to reform existing things but to erect an entirely 
new edifice. This can only be possible by means of 
collaboration with a free and powerful political party. 


("Analysis of our political life: (8) 
Three experiments in the near past" by 
A. E. Yalman - VATAN - editorial - 
July 26, 1945) 


Enclosure 9/ to despatch No. 142 dated August 7, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject: 
"Internal Pelitical Situation, Views expressed by 
Ahmet Emin Yalman in newspaper VATAN", 


TRANSLATION 


Source: Istanbul news- 
paper VATAN of 
July 27, 1945 


We have today in our country a bureaucratic system 
of centralization, which in reality does not rest on the 
public and operates without consulting ite Local interests 
have not been aroused aml responsibilities established. ~ 
As long as the psople of the country do not take an active 
interest in the affairs of their environment, the estab- 
lishment of an effective and national form of democracy 
is inconceivable. Though certain parts of our country are 
as yet not ready for such a form of administration, in 
other parts everything should be done to develop as far 
as possible the local administrative mechanism... A 
great chaos prevails throughout the world today. All kinds 
of values and able people are obliged to sever past 
connections and to emigrate. Such emigration has started 
with the outbreak of the war. Even most advanced countries 
such as the United States and England have deemed it 
beneficial to take utmost advantage from this move, and 
have found a way of attracting and absorbing many of 
these assets. Furthermore, there are today in countries 
such as America and England ereat capital and enterprise 
prepared to find a domain of activity abroad. Vur country 
is badly in need of all this. What we require is a 
powerful and efficient apparatus which would instil 
absolute faith in the public and which would be able to 
take upon itself the responsibility of prompt decisions 
in .the matter of benefitting from such opportunities. 
Such an administrative apparatus can only be erected in 
case of the existence of a second political party which 
will exercise a supervisory function and thus join in the 
responsibility of decisions. A second political party 
is not only necessary in order to ensure a smooth 
functioning of public affairs, but is‘also required to 
serve as a brake on arbitrary decisions and omnipotent 
tendencies on the part of the elements in power. If 
despite his creat services Churchill has today failed to 
retain the favor of the public, this is due to the fact 
that he has not been able to fully resist the temptation 
of running the government in an arbitrary manner. 'e 
ambitions which free political life may arouse can 
naturally be dangerous as far as the interests of the 
country are concerned, but such an eventuality if not of 
a nature to offset its obvious advantages. There is no 
reason to endeavor to determine which course to follow. 
In fact, there is only one course open to us. If we 
delay the regime of free discussion and free control 
ardently desired by the nation, we shall not only deprive 
the Turkish nation of innumerable opportunities and 
occasions; but gradually endanger our own existence and 
independence. In fact, the only road guaranteeing life 
and progress is the road leading to a genuine form of 
democracy. ("An analysis of our political life: (9) There are 
no two but only one road" by A. E. Yalman - 
VATAN - editorial - July 27, 1945) 
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Sir: 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch ow 4 
No. 120, dated July 28, 1945, on the oubject gap yates pe) 
"Proposed new 'Party of National Resurgency'" ,“q-r9-ps 4” = ™ 
I have the honor to report that according to the 
Istanbul newspaper TASVIR of August 8, 1945, 
five official applications have now been made 

e@ G6vernor of istanbul for authorization 
to set up new political parties. In addition 
to the Party of National Resurgency mentioned 
in the Embassy's above-cited despatch, the 
other four parties are entitled Guvenism 
(Security), Halkin Sesi (The Voice of the 
People), Sosyal Demokrat (Social Democrat) 
and Ergenekon (Place name). In most cases 
these applications have been refused on the 
ground that the regulations of the parties 
have not been in conformity with the law on 
associations. (See Embassy's despatch No. 
25, dated June 21, 1945 on the subject 
"Transmission of article describing obstacles. 
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With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. ar dated 
June 22, 1945 regarding the activities of the Aymenian National 
Committee at San Francisco, and No, 146, dated August 8, 1945 
on the subject, "Turkish Journalist Casts Aspersions on "the 
1/ American Press," I have the honor to enclose translation of an 
article by Professor Narguisian which appeared in the Istanbul 
Armenian-language newspaper MARMARA of August 1, 1945. 


In this article, Professor Narguisian refutes the implication 
contained in a series of articles written for the nationalistic 
Istanbul daily CUMHURIYET by Dogan Nadi Abalioglu that, the Armenian 
National Committee in the United States has any mandate to speak 
for Turkish Armenians, and points out that Turkish Arménians are 
loyal and satisfied citizens of the Turkish Republic, \enjoying 
complete equality before the laws 
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Enclosure No. 1 to restricted despatch No. 159, dated August 14, 
1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department of State, 
-subject, "Turkish Armenian Replies to Anti-Armenian Articles 

in CUMHURIYET,. 








Unofficial Translation SOURCE: Istanbul Armenian~lLanguage 
é newspaper MARMARA, August 1, 
1945-6 


Article by Professor Narguisian 


I am sure I speak for the majority of my readers when I 
say that Dogan Nadi's article yesterday -- bristling with con- 
tradictions, filled with venom, immaturity, jealousy, blasphemy, 
and an unnatural desire to condone the tortures inflicted on the 
negroes in the United States —- caused much pain and vexation. 


This incongruous and harmful article was especially painful 
because Dogan Nadi is the son of Yunus Nadi, the founder of 
CUMHURIYET, who has on many occasions spoken very highly of the 
usefulness of the Armenian community; called the Armenians and 
Turks brothers; enumerated in detail all the services which the 
Turkish Armenians have rendered in every field. Beside all this, 
Yunus Nadi's family, including his son Dogan Nadi, owe their lives 
to two Armenians, Harutyun Kuyumdjian and Vartan Tovmasian, now 
deceased, who saved the whole Nadi family at the risk of their own 
lives. 


Yunus Nadi himself gratefully remembered his saviors, and 
Tovmasian, until his death, received an allowance from him. 


. Dogan Nadi's article yesterday not only showed ingratitude 
for the services done for his family, but also was contrary to 
the spirit of his father, who would never have allowed his son to 
sign a slanderous, untruthful article against the Armenians. 


We will not mention the numerous Armenians who have worked 
in his firm for years and helped in its developnent. 


If we find his article painful from the point of view of 
personal and family considerations, we also find it intolerable 
and must condemn it from the point of view of the public, for 
many reasons. 


First of all, we do not understand who has given Dogan Nadi 
the right to "wash all the Armenians in one water" and, on his own 
authority, load the responsibility for the behavior of a few ad= 
venturers on the shoulders of a whole nation. 


Ever since the beginning, the Turkish Armenians have stated 
that they have given no one authority to speak and act for them. 


They 


=—2— 


They have been so particular in this matter that they have refused 
this right even to those who have offered to intervene on their 
behalf. 

This being undeniably true, Dogan Nadi appears to be no dif- 
ferent from those irresponsible people who try to "fish in troubled 
waters" to fill their own pockets, to make a reputation for then- 
selves, or from other ulterior motives, 


It is true that on the one hand he admits that these adventurers 
do not represent anybody, On the other hand, profiting from the 
occasion, he makes revolting accusations against all Armenians, 
saying that any Armenian you meet can be made the tool of any idea. 


Here, as you see, the question is no longer that of a "group 
of adventurers," but the subject of discussion is the whole Armenian 
people, and Dogan Nadi regrets that tne Armenians have not been 
subjected to the treatment inflicted upon the negroes in the United 
States. 


What is more dreadful, he feels that an excellent opportunity 
to do this has been missed, His regret is proof that this young 
man, educated in Europe, would not hesitate to commit the crimes 
of Hitler's camps. 


Dogan Nadi forgets, however, that the Turkish Republic is an 
ally of the United Nations, who have been carrying on a world- 
wide struggle against Fascist ideas, and those whose devilish 
imagination created the slaughterhouses of Buchenwald and Dachau. 


We are glad and proud of the fact, on Dogan Nadi's behalf, 
that we enjoy a republican governnent where national hatreds and 
the repetition of past mistaes have no room. 


The past twenty-five years have proved that the Tarcish 
Araenianis have unwaveringly stood by the republican govornaent, 
and not a single Armenian has been arrested for spying or betray- 
ing his country. On the otier hand, only yesterday the newspapers 
were full of Mustafa Neyiri and his fourteen friends, who have 
been spying for the Germans in Turkey. 


The implication is that in every nation you can find people 
of no character who will deny their country, but no one has a 
right to condemn a whole nation because of the behavior of some 
adventurers. 


Let us look at the other side of the mirror, Dogan Nadi 
was not alone in America, He was accompanied by Falih Rifki 
Atay, Huseyin Cahid Yalgin and Ahmet Emin Yalman, experienced 
reporters, who publicly testified that the majority of Armenians 
everywhere nursed no i111 feelings against the Turks. 


Under the circumstances, Dogan Nadi's numerous friends 
were right, when they did not believe the telegrams sent by 
Yunus Nadi's son, and thought that ‘he was exaggerating facts 
with an ulterior motive." 


We 


ee 


We emphasize this admission because it confirms the fact 
that those who know Dogan Nadi do not believe what he says. But 
the number of those who know him is limited. On the other hand, 
he has thousands of readers who do not know him and may take his 
writings for truth, Here, in fact, lies the real danger, and it 
is because of this that such articles are harmful, 


It is not necessary to go very far, The recent articles 
published about Armenians have had various effects on the public. 


Even though the educated classes know enough to tell right 
from wrong, the ignorant classes are poisoned and begin to search 
for imaginary enemies around them. 


Because of this, discussions have taken place in public 
gardens which prove that this kind of article is harmful to the 
unity of the nation and against the interests of the country, 
whether signed by Dogan Nadi or by Keloglan. 


It is for this reason, primarily, that we justifiably 
object to the irresponsible writers who intentionally or other~ 
wise cause public damage. 


We are not interested in the personal feelings and thoughts 
of Dogan Nadi. On the other hand, as honest citizens of the 
Turkish Republic, we cannot allow irresponsible persons to poison 
public opinion in broad daylight. Let them refute the guilty, 
punish them, if necessary, but let them leave in peace an honest 
people, not in contact with outside events, who have stopped being 
a political factor in this country. 


We suggest that before writing about Armenians Dogan Nadi 
had better cast his eye through a collection of CUMHURIYETs,. 
Many articles signed by his father will bear witness that he is 
greatly mistaken. 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of Ctate, $ ; 
vashington. 


Sir: . 


with reference to the Embassy's despatch no. 1327 of 
May 28, 1945, regarding the balance sheet which might be 
drawn up regarding the successes and failures of Turkish 
1/-2/ policy during the war, I have the honor to forward herewith 
the texts in summarized translation from Turkish of two 
editorials which appeared in Istanbul newspapers: of August 17. 


-2/900° 193 


In CUMHURIYET, Mr. A. D. Dav'er feels that Turkey has 
emerged from the war with increased rower and prestige, and 
without bloodshed, ruins and tears, thenks to Purkey's will- 
power, her foresighted and honest p cy, and her national 
solidarity. TASVIR describes what might have been, had 
Turkey joined in the war: a ruined land, a loss of at least 
four millions in population, and exhausted economic resources, 
bringing Turkey to a position similar to present-duy Foland, 
France or Yugoslavia, or even worse. Both articles praise 
President Inént's leadership of the nation through the years 
of crisis. 
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Enclosure no. 1 to despatch no. 173 dated August 20, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, Turkey, on the subject of 
Turkish editorialists describing Turkey's gains from non- 
participation in the war. 


Source: CUMHURIYET, Istanbul, 
August 17, 1945. 


The Ended War and Turkey 
by , 


A. D. Dav'er 


Turkey emerges from the present war with increased 
prestige and power. Many wrong calculations and many 
errors were committed by both belligerent constellations, 
but Turkey remained immune from all this, so that she is 
now entering upon this new era without bloodshed, without 
ruins and without tears. 


It would be an erroneous reasoning to ascribe this 
blessing to chance developments or to the course of events. 
We managed to spare our country the horrors of war by our 
own will-power, by our foresighted and honest policy and 
by our national solidarity. While celebrating this 
felicitous result as the achievement of our Grand National 
Assembly, the Government and the nation, all headed by our 
National Chief Ismet InSnti, we express the wish that the new 
age which is now opening should not be one of terror and 
domination but a peace era in which right and justice should 
prevail. 


Enclosure noe 2 to despatch no. 173 dated August 20, 1945, 
from the American Dnbassy, Ankara, Turkey, on the subject of 
Turkish editorialists describing Turkey's gains from non- 
participation in the war. 


Source: TASVIR, Istanbul, 
August 17, 1945. 


The War Has Come to an End - 


Turkey Has Won the Battle 


Had we joined in the war, neturally on the side of the 
Allies, our rejoicing today over victory would have been 
greater, but our country would be lying in ruins and we 
would have probably lost at least four million of our popu- 
lation and our economic resources would be completely 
exhausted. Indeed, our position today would not be different 
from that of Poland, France or Yugoslavia and who knows with 
the increased influence of the countries aiding us, even our 
independence might have suffered. 


Though we do not feel today the full enthusiasm whieh 
victory merits, we can thoroughly appreciate the blessing 
of not having had to endure the terrible hardships of war. 
Turkey did not join the war and score military successes, 
but she came out victorious from the battle of Turkey. ‘There 
is not the slightest doubt that we owe this unprecedented 
victory, this historical blessing, to Ismet In&ntl, who 
throughout the six years of war, has kept the fate of Turkey 
in his own hands. The immense glory of having thus won a 
bloodless war of independence will always be his and he will 
continue to be our sole source of faith in overcoming, the 
difficulties of our future life while steering the ship of 
state towards a broader form of democracy. 
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Rumors at present non—confirmable are circulating 
rather guardedly to effect that Minister of Education 
Yucel may succeed Saracoglu as Prime Minister; that 
Hasan Saka, Minister for Foreign Affairs will shortly 
be made Secretary General of Republican Peoples Party 
or possibly Prime Minister; that Nurullah Suner, Minister 
of Finance who was acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
during Saka's recent absence will be appginted Minister 
for Foreign Affairs; that Secretary General of Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Acikalin will be appointed Ambassador 
to London; that Feridun Erkin now ranking assistant 
Secretary General will be made Secretary General to 
succced acikaline 
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OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


AMERICAN EMBASSY 
No. 179 Ankara, August 22, 1945. D iS ff 
UNRESTRICTED 


Subject: Internal Political Affairs: Program of 
Proposed Social Democratic Party. 








. The Honorable 
ah . The Secretary of State, 
Washington. j 


Lag DV state Ge 
‘ ep TEN Ab batise 
Sir: baldeloe Buel die 





With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 150, 
dated August 10, 1945, on the subject, "Internal Political 
Affairs: Applications to Form Political Parties," I 
1 have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of an 
extract from the Istanbul morning newspaper TAN of August 
14, 1945, which purports to set forth the regulations of 
the SUSYAL DEMOKRAT PARTEI (Social Democratic Party). 


An application to form this party recently was sub- 
mitted to the office of the Governor of Istanbul by 
Cemil Alpay, Mustafa Yildiz and Haki Sadik, none of whom 
is known to the Embassy, and none of whom is believed to 
have been politically prominent in the past. 


Respectfully yours, 


GvEC-38/00° 298 


- L. Packer, 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim. 
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Enclosure: | | / y 


1/ Extract of article, in translation, 
appearing in TAN, August 14, 1945. 





File No. 800 %, ot 
A», ae 
JEH/bb TT MENT OF ae 


> A 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE Lae 
ts 


Original and hectograph to Department 4 


CC: ci stern Affeirs, Department of State 
aa eee 


DOR NB Cait . | 





ML i: 





SaNT TO DGR/O 





os, 


Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 179, unrestricted, 
dated August 22, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, 
to Department of State, subject, "Internal Political 
Affairs: Program of Proposed Social Democratic Party." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: TAN, Istanbul 
newspaper, August 
U4, 1945. 
Extract 
on 


Regulations of the SOSYAL DEMOKRAT PARTEI (Social 
Democratic Party) 


1. Unconditional respect, regardless of religion or 
faith, for the freedom of speech, conscience, thought, and 
writing, and for the territorial and personal immunity of 
citizens. 


2. Election of Deputies by single stage elections. 


3. Setting up of social organizations to see that the 
living conditions of all government and other laborers and 
farmers are improved and their future secured. 


4. The forming of a Ministry of Pensioners in the 
Cabinet. 


5. The reorganization, in keeping with the social 
democratic foundations of all societies, of the division of 
work of all laborers and farmers. 


6. The regulation according to social democratic 
principles of the part played in society by patrons, partners, 
etc., whose social functions are based on capital. The 
observance of social democratic principles in all fields in- 
cluded in the economic sphere, such as agriculture, commerce 
and industry. Establishment of agricultural, industrial, and 
economic syndicates; joining these in the form of cooperatives, 
and securing unity of work in production and consumption. 
Review of the land reform and setting it up on new and more 
suitable bases. 


7. Setting up of welfare societies to protect the 
rights of the above laborers and farmers, to treat and keep 
them in the event of sickness, accident, unemployment, etc. 


8. Regulating the system of employing women to fit 
economic and social conditions. 


9. Regulating 


2m 


9. Regulating all judicial, financial, military, 
cultural, and similar organizations to fit present condi- 
tions. 


Improving financial and tax systems to fit present 
economic and social conditions. 


10. Election of deputies from their own electoral 
districts for a period of four years. 


11. No matter to which party he may belong, the Presi- 
dent of the Republic is above all parties and is the Presi- 
dent of the whole nation. He remains neutral during his 
term of Presidency. This term is five years. He: (the 
unalterable President) cannot be removed from office. 


12. The state is a Republic. Internationalism and 
peace are the bases of its foreign policy. 


Every individual who reads and approves the 
program of the party and possesses civil rights may join 
the party regardless of race, religion, faith, or profession. 
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Secret DEPARTMENT Ut Sliinche September 5, 1945; tT 
No. 218 bg 
Pree Internal Political Situation? Rumpre 
qe = "ys ‘Impending General placi iene ant rs fe Gin 
h* Tat ¥ New Cabinet." coe \ 
. ce 
NE 
cis Fs Sabie gr 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. fi 
Sir: oe 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch nos 172, 
dated August 20, 1945, I have the honor to report that many 
Turkish newspapers during the last ten days have been pre- 
dicting the liberalization by the Grand National Assembly, 
«1! when it reconvenes in October, of the press law, the press 

association lay and the law on associations; the subsequent 
dissolution of the Assembly and the holding of a general 
election; and the formation of a new ¢abinet with liberal 
or reformist tendencies. 








These reports, nowhere confirmei, are not confined only 
to newspapers. Among the well-informed eral public in 
Ankara and Istanbul, Tt Ts wiasly. helisvad, that, important | 
changes are in the air,” Qne of the most persistent rumors 
fe-enst wreteie Bere” "general election is held, the Republican 
People's Party will refrain from nominating official candi- 
dates for from 100 to 150 seats, thus allowing these seats 
to be freely contested, in an endeavor to gauge the political 
temperature of the nation. Other reports speak of the possi-~ 
ble formation of a political party based on the seven deputies 
in the Grand National Assembly, led by former Prime Minister 
Celal Rayar, who recently have strongly criticisel the 
Saracoglu Government, while still another report is that 
former Prime Minister Rauf Orbay will be callei upon by 
President In&nf to form an interim Cabinet during the holding 
of non-partisan and free elections. 
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A member of the imbassy stuff has in the past week had 
conversations on these subjects with, among others, Ahmet 
Bnin Yalman, editor of the Liberal newspaper VATAN, Zekeriye 
Sertel, adlitor of the laftist newspaper TAN, Burhan Belge, e oO 
prominent free-lance journalist and critic of the Government, ma) 
and Rauf Orbay, fomer Prime Minister, Ambassador to Lordon, 2% ~ 
< 
mn 
Cc 





und one of the strongest critics of Kemal Atatttrk. Copies t 
1/2/s/ of three memoranda of conversation with these persons are 
4/5/ enclosed, together with copies of two pertinent reports 
prepared by the Istanbul branch of the Office of Strategic 
Services under date of August 28 and August 29, respectively. 


It will be noted that the persons vhose views have: been 
obtained include sere of the most prominent critics of the 
present Government, including Cel&é1 Bayar, whose; ASpinions 
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were reported to an officer of the Embassy and an officer 

of OSS by Mr. Sertel. The obvious impression one gains from 
these interviews is one of entire confusion and contradiction. 
Mr. Orbay, for example, whom OSS quotes "a well informed and 
high placed Turkish official" (a member of the Turkich Secret 
Police) as saying is in line to become Prime Minister in the 
near future, appears to be quite unaware of this projected 
change in his political fortunes. In fact, the officer of 

the Embassy who talked with him on August 28 gained the distinct 
impression that he had no thought of re-entering active 
political life, and certainly he gave no indication that he 

hed anything in common with Nuri Demirag, whose proposed "Farty 
of National Resurgency" is generally regarded by most well- 
informed Turks as being somewhat of a joke. Cel4l Bayar, who 
is among the few prominent and experienced Turkish political 
leaders now outside the present Government Group who appear 

to be likely to lead an opposition party, apparently feels 

that the present Government will go no further along the 

road toward liberal democracy than to modify Section 50 of 

the present press law, end that, therefore, there is no 
immediate likelihood of the formation of any effective opposition 
party. 


The Embassy finds it impossible to make any definite 
prediction with respect to the course Turkish political life 
will take in the near future on the basis of these various 
and contradictory reports. It desires, however, to bring 
them to the attention of the Department because there is a 
possibility thet within the next several months a political 
turning point may be reached; that either it will be decided 
to retain the present one party system, possibly with some 
minor concessions to the opposition or a break will be made 
with the past and the country will advance elong the road to 
western democracy. In either event, the final decision must 
be made by President Ismet Inént, who alone has the power and 
the prestige to decide the future destiny of this country. 

If the decision were left to the present party leadership, 
there is little doubt what the answer would be, for the members 
of the present Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Sikri Saracoglu, 
as well as the hierarchy of the party, can have little or 
nothing to gain from a change, and, on the contrary, much to 
lose through the introduction of a form of democracy in which 
they would be held subject to criticism for the prevalent 
corruption end lack of a well-defined policy, erpecielly in 
the economic field. 


Respectfully yours, 





Chergé d‘'Affairos ad interim 
Enclosures: 
1/2/3/ Copies of memoranda 
of conversations and 
4/5/ OSS reports. 
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Enclosure 1/ to despatch Noe 218 dated September 5, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject: "Internal 
Political Situation; Rumored Impending General Elections and 
Formation of New Cabinet". 


COPY 
MEMORANDUM _OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: Zekeriye Sertel, Editor of TAN, Burhan Belge, 
free-lance journalist, Harvey Hall, Inter- 
departmental Committee for the Acquisition of 
Foreign Publications and J, E. Horner, Third 
Secretary of Embassy 


PLACE: + At the TAN office 
DATE: August 23, 1945 


Mr. Sertel seemed to be in an extremely optimistic 
mood. He predicted that the law on associations, the 
press law and the press association law will cither be 
repealed or drastically liberalized during the autumn 
session of the Grand National <ssembly. Following the 
repeal of these laws, lir, Sertel thousht that those 
deputies in the Assembly who have been critical of the 
Government, led by former Prime Minister Cel&l Bayar, 
will attack the present leaders of the Republican Peoples 
‘Party as having departed from the Kemalist traditions, 
and will call upon them to leave the partye The resulting 
schism, Mr. Sertel thought, would enable the critics to 
form a new party which they could claim had inherited the 
apostolic succession. le did not think that any effective 
opvositicn covld or would be formed under the present 
laws because the Government has too broad powers of 
imprisonmat, et cetera. 


Nr. Sertel believed that in the future only Communistic 
and reactionary parties would beprolibited. (By "reactionary 
party" Turks usvally mem the policy of religious orthodoxy, 
the revival of the Caliphate, and not reaction in the 
European sense. In fact, many of those who would be classed 
as react onaries in Turkey may at the same time be liberals 
in so far as economic and political life in general are 
concerned. ) 


In closing,Vr. Sertel said that on the following day 
he was having a talk with Cel&l Bayar and that if lr. Hall 
and I wished to return on !onday, he would be ¢lad to tell 
us what had transpirede 


JEH/mha 


Enclosure 2/ to despatch No. 218 dated September 5, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject: "Internal 
Political Situation; Rumored Impending General Elections and 
Formation of New Cabinet". 


COPY 
MEMORANDIM OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: Zekeriye Sertel, Editor of TAN, Burhan Belge, 
free-lance journalist, Harvey Hall, Inter- 
departmental Committee for the Acquisition 
of Foreign Publications and J. £. Horner, 
Third Secretary of Embassy 


_ PLACE: At the TAN office 


DATE: , August 27, 1945 


Regarding the political situation Mr. Sertel was 
considerably less optimistic than on the 23rd. He said that 
Cel&l Bayar was convinced that the present Government would 
make no real concessions to the democratic forces that had 
been so critical of it; that it would probably ¢o no further 
than to emend Article 50 of the Press law, by givinre the 
power to suspend newspapers to a special court rather than 
to the Council of Ministers, as at present. Under these 
circumstances, Cel@l Layar, as reported by Nr. Sertel, 
foresaw no possibility for the early creation of an effective 
opposition. (It may be worth noting here that I learned 
from a close relative of Celfl Bayar some months ago that 
the latter was reluctant to form m opposition because he 
felt that the Turkish people were politically immature and 
that the idea of a parliamentary and non-violent opposition 
was forcign to the nature of the Turkish people; that if 
an opposition were formed, bloodshed might result.) Sertel 
himself was inclined to be non-committal, although apparently 
somewhat shaken by lr. Bayar's views. I gained the impression 
that he was not certain just which way to move; that he 
feels that lis former pro-Russian stand may have to be 
abandoned (there has‘alreaciy been a tendency in this direction). 


JL /mha 


Enclosure 3/ to despatch No. 218 dated September 5, 

1945 from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject; 
"Internal Political Situation; Rumored Impending General 
Elections and Formation of New Cabinet", 


copy 


MEMORANDUY OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: Rauf Orbay, former Prime Minister, Ambassador 
to London, critic of Kemal Ataturk 


Ahmet @nin Yalman, editor of VATAN 

J. E. Horner, Third Secretary of Embassy 
PLACE: Buyukada 
DATE: August 28, 1945 


Mr. Yalman invited me to his home to spend the day 
and to meet l'r. Orbay. iI had the occasion to talk with 
Nr. Orbay, - or rather listen to him - for five or six 
hours. During this time he expressed himself freely. 
Althou;h nothing he said is particularly new, his main 
thoughts may be worth setting down briefly below. ‘hey 
seem to me to have some value, primarily because of 
Mr. Orbay's unquestioned honesty and integrity and his 
obvious lack of any personal ambitions, They are also 
of interest as coming from a self-confessed non-inte}lectual, 
a career naval officer whose ideas on political affairs have 
been gained throuh reading and observation, as well as 
through active participation in political life. In order 
to properly appraise them, the Confidential Biographic Data 
submitted by the Embassy regardin~ hir should be consulted. 


1. ‘he Anatolian peasant is and always has been the 
foundation stone of the Ottoman Empire and the Republic. 
It is he who has always saved the nation in time of crisis. 
The peasent continues to be mistreated, to be heavily taxed, 
and, worst of all, none of the leaders of political life 
take the trouble to understand his mentality’ and aspirationse 
Turkish leaders who have failed have always tended to blame 
the peasant for being politically immature, but it is the 
leaders themselves who should stand up and confess their own 
shortcomings. The moving of the capital to Ankara was a food 
jiuea, in that it was intended to bring the Government closer 
to the people than was possible in Istanbul. dowever, like 
many innovations in Turkey, it had no practical effect, for 
the Government leaders continue to be recruited from the 
wealthy classes in the big cities, especially Istanbul, ond 
are little closer to the people than the: were in istanbul. 





2. ‘The oft repeated idea that the country is nct ready 
for complete democracy, that a further period of tutelage is 
necessary, is nothing new in Turkey; the Sultans said this 
same thing for years. The Ottoman Empire was originally 
founded on a basis of democracy, equality and freedom and it 


was only after exposure to Byzantine culture that these 
original ideas were submerged. The Turkish people are 

as ready as they ever will be for liberal democracy, and 
those who claim the contrary are simply trying to perpetuate 
themselves in power. 


3. The creation of an opposition political party, 
regarded by so many intellectuals as a panacea, can riean 
little unless complete freedom of speech and conscience is 
granted, and, most important, unless Turkish leaders are 
willing to stand up for the people and frankly state their 
ideas. There must be courage on the part of politicians 
before any improvement can be made in tho political life of 
turkey e 


4. One of the basic faults of the present regime is 

of a moral and ethical basis in education. It was 
sary to sweep away Islam becsuse it had been corrupt, 
use it had inserte. an all powerful priésthood between 
the people and their tod. At the snme time, Islam had 
supplied a certain code of ethics for which no substitute 
has been found. Republican Turkey's youth has been educated 
witbout any moral philosophy other than racism, which is 
entirely contrary to all Turkish traditions. ‘The Ottoman 
Empire s built up on the basis of ceceptance of all persons 
regard s of race, reli_jon or ‘amily background. Jt had 
no aristocracy of birth, but only one of intellect. 























5. Turkish intcllectuals, who purport to speak for the 
nat’on, havo very little understanding of what the people 
think, It is for this reason that all turkish revolutions 
| preforms have be .n led by military men (hithat Paga 
2 On Ssxenption). hese r ry ren, because they 
daily ocistion with the peasants who mede up, and sbiil 
make up, conscript armies, understood the entality of 
the people far better than the forcicgn=educated intellectuals vy 
live in Istanbul. 










6. it is impossible to predict what the future holds in 
store for survey. ‘The present leaders of the Government and 
the Republican lecoples Yarty (excepting only President tnonu) 











Ur. Yalvan himself, in a separate conversation, indicated 

optimistic over the possi ‘lity that the present 
Tur system of Government might be liberalized. uo thou: 
t step was the repeal or drastic modification of 
laws impoding the formation of new political parties and 
freedom of the press, and the second step the formation of a 
really effective opposi n party. Regerdiny such groups as 
the *larty of lational iiesurgency" and others the formation of 
which are under study by the Government he had nothing but 
contempt, believing: them to be sponsored by adventurers and 
othor irresponsible personse 
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Enclosure 4/ to despatch No. 218 dated September 5, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject: "Internal 


Political Situation; Rumored Impending General Elections and 
Formation of New Cabinet", 


COPY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONTROL 
Turkey - Political 28 Aug 45 


28 Aug, 45 
Changes in Turkish Domestic Folicy 


Istanbul, Turkey 
’ NETO = Cairo 


C=5 


1. After the 29th of Qctober and the opening of the 
Parliament on 1 or 2 November, subsource (well 
known for his close relations with high official 
Turkish circles) reported that there will be 
announcements made by In8ntl which will result in: 


a. Liberalization of press censorship. 


be Formation of a second and possibly a 
third party which will furnish real 


opposition and not merely be puppets 
of the Party. 


The liberalization is dictated by the discontent 
of the country and will only go as far as 
absolutely necessary to prevent a revolution. 


Enclosure 5/ to despatch No. 218 dated September 5, 1945 
from the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject: "Internal 
Political Situation; Rumored Impending General Elections and 
Formation of New Cabinet", 


COPY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
29 Aug 45 


Turkey - Political 5 29 Aug 45 


Possible Formation of New Turkish Ministry 


Istanbul, Turkey 
NETO - Cairo 


B-3 
1. 


Se 


4. 


Subsource, a well informed and high placed Turkish 
official, stated that he had been approached four 
months ago by Nuri Demirag who told him that the time 
was ripe for the formation of anew party. Subsource 
did not agree, although he admires the intelligence 
and democratic sympathies of Nuri Demirag. He now 
believes that the petition to be presented in a few 
days will be accepted and will be followed by the 
collapse of the Saracoglu government within severel 
weeks. With the defeat of Saracoglu the government 
will be headed by Rauf Orbay who, subsource states, 
is very pro-American. Subsource also states that 
the collapse of the Ministry will take place before 
the meeting of the Grand National Assembly. ‘The new 
}Vinistry under Rauf Orbay would be characterized by 
liberalization of the press, easing of economic 
restrictions, and reduction in the size of the Army. 


When asked if thechange would mean a pro-Soviet attitude 
on the part of the government, subsource stated in no 
uncertain terms that such would not be the case. linen 
asked about the role to be played by Hasan Saka, subsource 
stated that he would not be one of those included in the 
new l.inistry nor would Tevfik Rustu Arase 


Subsource stated that the new party under Nuri Demirag 
would press for the transfer of the capital from Ankara 
to Istanbul, leaving Ankara merely as an administrative 
center. He further stated that such a change would make 
it more difficult for Russia to press her demands against 
the capital city of the country. 


it was reported by another subsource that Rauf Orbay 
recently returned from Ankara where he had been called 
by the Fresident for consultation. The purpose of the 
discussion is not yet known. 
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Washington. 





1204, Seventh. 
Prime Minister Saracoglu September 5 
in monthly press conference assailed certain 
journalists (impliedly Yalman and Sorter though 
not by name) for their recent vigorous criticisms 
of his government, He defendcd prescnt regime 


against charge that it is undemocratic by saying 


Svl-6/00°1L98 


that democracy assumos national form in cach 
country, citing diffcronces betwoon American, 


British, French domocracy and asking for more 


consideration of democratic accomplishments Grand 


National Assembly and Government of Republic in 
twenty-two years existonce. Announcing that from 
now on press conference discussions would bo mado 


public, Primo Minister soda hoe was considoring 
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201204, Seventh, from Ankara 

making moro flexiblo paragraph fifty of pross 

law and pled for unity of nation and governmont 
lest foreign hopes be aroused of success in offorts 
to sow dissension. 

In foroign affairs Primo Ministor cmphasizod- 
Turkoy's desire for deop and sincere fricndship with 
all nations “espocially noighbor statcs" but "on 
basis of reciprocity and without smoll of bargaininge 
Wo want nothing from anyono and thcro is nothing of 
ours which will be given to anyone", After 
montioning Turkey's close tics to Britain he spoko 
of Grocce: “Wo have been as distressod as Grecks 
at injustices which this state suffored from two 
Fascist statos. We shall cherish overy opportunity 
which comes to us of romodying theso injustices." 

Full toxt Primo Ministor's romarks as quotcd 
ULUS Scptomber 6 follows by airmail. 


PLC KER 








« 
P 7 
" 1 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE i 
" OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Biyiibin = 
NESE ray 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 
; No. 230 Ankara, September 11, 1945 
i RESTRICIED ff) Cc 
Subject: Prime Minister Saracoglu Defends His 2é8 
Government's Kecord at Press Conference 2 0 NY 
of September 5, 1945¢ ——, 
NE 5 7 = 
ps 
Co nnerathe The Honorable 4 2 /3/¥ 2 
Saunt The Secretary of State, Hef 
Pate se Washington. | ; 
&e /, / Sir: 
S - With reference to the tmbassy's telegram No. 1204 of 
©) September 7, 1945, regarding Prime Minister Saracoglu's aefense 
; ci : of his Government's policies during his press conference of 
)) September 5, 1945, I have the honor to forward herewith in 
» 2/ translation from ‘turkish the texts of two articles which appear— 
= ea in the semi-official Party newspaper ULUS of Ankara on ‘ 
a September 6, 1945, giving the official report of the press con— ee 
ference and the text of the Prime Minister's preparea statement = 
which he read to the assembled journalists. id 


Among them was Mr. Ahmed Emin Yalman, editor of the 

Istanbul newspaper VATAN, whon the Prime Minister attacked _ 

without mentioning him by name for his recent vigorous criti- 

cisms of the Government. Neither Mr. Zekeriye Sertel--slso s 

attacked by the Prime Minister—nor Mr. Falih Rifki Atay, who has a 
iu defended the Government in the columns of ULUS with more fire << 

than reason, was present at the conference; Mr. Atay was in ye 

Ankara at the time, and some comment has arisen at his not wy 

attending the meeting where he knew he would meet face to face 

his journalistic opponent, Mr, Yalmane 


Newspapermen who were present at the meeting say that when 
other journalists used epithets which went beyond the limits of 
personal courtesy in referring to Mr. Yalman, the Prime Minister 
himself defended the editor of VATAN before their onslaughts. 
Actually, the result of the conference, as can be seen from the 
Prime Minister's statement, was in some measure a vindication of 
ur. Yalman's campaign for an amelioration of Article 50 of the 
Press Law and for changes in the Associations Law and other re- 
pressive measures, ‘the Prime Minister asked for moderation in 
expression of opinion (but did not deny that opinion should be a 
expressed) and respect for the past accomplishments of Government, 
Party, and the nation (but did not draw a line and say that no 
further steps should be taken), His plea was chiefly for reasoned 
debate in the newspapers rather than the bludgeoning attacks 
which have recently been appearing, and it will be of interest 
to see how far his desires will be heeded. = 


4 Respectfully yours, LAE, 
* 48 4 10kif 


i &. L. Packer 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 330 dated September 11, 1945, from 
the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Prime Minister 
Saracoglu Defends His Government's Record at Press Conference of 
September 5, 1945« 


Source: ULUS, Ankara, 
September 6, 1945¢ 


(TRANSLATION) 


"Prime Minister Saracoglu received Turkish press reporters, 
as he does every month, at the Anadolu Club at 4:30 ps. me yesterday. 
The Premier replied to a number of questions on domestic and 
foreign matters, and gave information on various matters of interest 
to the country. It is customary at these meetings for questions 
and answers to be exchanged between the Premier and the newspaper- 
men, Yesterday, however, certain editorialists who have been con- 
ducting discussions in the columns of newspapers also questioned 
one another. The conference consequently took place in a very 
heated atmosphere and led to the Prime Minister's making an impor- 
tant statement regarding domestic and foreign policy and the signi~ 
ficeance of democracy and freedoms 


"The following are the notes taken on the main items of dis= 
cussion, besides the above: 


"The Premier pointed out that certain items in newspapers, 
and especially news reports, were published without being checked 
in any way. He gave examples and proved certain reports to be 
unfounded. Dealing with a criticism made regarding the distribu- 
tion of coal, the Premier explained that the kind of coal of 
which the production has increased is not coke but pit coal. He 
stated that the quantity of coal of which the distribution has been 
strictly controlled for the past two years, has been doubled, and 
that quantities previously given were increased in some cases and 
kept the same in others; he added that difficulties would probably 
occur from time to time as in all matters of distribution. Another 
newspaper had described as 'a chance occurrence’ the success of the 
Government in bringing down the price of coal. While pointing out 
that at least thirty meetings were held in order to obtain this 
result, the Prime Minister said: 'Even if it were just chance and 
luck, the result cannot help but please us.' 


“Certain journalists had suggested thet the import of goods 
be facilitated in order to assure low prices. The Premier stated 
that the Government thought the contrary, explaining that low 
prices achieved in this fashion would deprive the country of 
several useful factories and plants. He summarized the principle 
adopted as "buying as much as we sell, and selling as much as we 
buy,!' adding that ‘our accumlated gold would thus be saved for 
installations which would increase the strength of the country, and 
render our children's load lighter than ours.' 


"A paper had reported that the soil products tax had been 
increased from 10% to 50% in some places, that a villager had gone 
so far as to burn his crop of 700 d&ntims" (1 dtntim equals 480 
square meters) "in order to evade the tax. The Premier gave infor» 
mation with regard to this report, the unfounded nature of which 
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was so obvious to the reader as to render unnecessary any further 
study. He stated that on the contrary, aid was being given to the 
villagers in such parts of the high plateau as were burnt by the 
drought. Those who have lost 80% of their crop have been rendered 
exempt from the tax, and those who have lost half are made to 
only half the tax. As for those whose losses are under 25%, they 
will pay 10% of the tax first fixed, For the past fortnight, the 
Ministry of Finance has been giving orders to see that this pro= 
vision of the law be carried out. 


“Furthermore 50,000 tons of best quality crops are being dis- 
tributed to the peasants who have suffered great losses from the 
drought. 


"In reply to a question as to whether or not the government 
was considering taking new measures to help government officials 
to make both ends meet, the Premier stated that those with fixed 
incomes bore the greatest hardships all through this war, adding 
that despite this fact they were the ones who complained the least 
as they realized best the severe conditions under which we were 
livinge 


"Asked whether one of the factors in bringing down the cost of 
living was not to reduce the profit ceiling of mamfacturers and 
importers, the Premier replied that the matter was being studied 
by the departments concerned and that certain experts had arrived 
at the conclusion that the profit ceiling was too high and needed 
lowering. 


"In the course of the discussion of the question of lowering 
the cost of living, the Premier pointed out that great states were 
also working on this problem. Indeed, according to reports re- 
ceived in the domestic market, there is a strong tendency in 
England to reduce the value of the pound sterling by 50%. 


“Should this plan be carried out, we shall also profit from 
this measure as our payments to England will go down 50%. Never= 
theless, it is necessary to keep in mind the fact that such 
measures have never been other than temporary. 


"In reply to the questions put with regard to the setting up 
of new parties, the Premier made it clear that the government was 
not thinking of standing in the way of such movements, and 
announced that permission had been granted for the setting up of 
the National Resurgence Party, which has completed the lacking 
parts in its procedure. The delay in the granting of this permis— 
sion resulted from the fact that the use of the word 'national' 
in any enterprice was subject to the approval of the Council of 
Ministerse 


"The press reporters asked the Premier many other questions 
and received detailed replies for each ones 


"Finally, the conference led to discussion of the significance 
of democracy and of freedom, and matters of domestic and foreign 
policy, whereupon the Premier made a long statement in reply to 
questions put in thie respect by journalists. 


"The journalists then partook of the refreshments provided by 
the Directorate General of Press and Publications." 
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the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Prime Minister 
Saracoglu Defends His Government's Record at Press Conference 
of September 5, 1945. 


Source: ULUS, Ankara, 
September 6, 1945. 


(TRANSLATION) 
Prime Minister Saracoglu's Statement 


Friends: - 


The thought that was uppermost in my mind when we began these 

monthly conferences was to work together to preserve tim unity in 
the country during the course and end of this war. That is why, 
after giving a clear answer to every question at the meetings and 
explaining the Government's views on current affairs, I asked you 
not to quote me in your papers but to write articles in which you 
would give completely or in part as your own the opinions expressed 
here. It cannot be said that this method did not succeed, It is 
true that the war is over, but peace has not been established as yet. 
I should have wished our work to continue in this fashion until 
we were convinced that peace had been made final. This has un= 
fortunately been impossible. During recent weeks some of the 
Istanbul newspapers suddenly assumed a challenging position. They 
began even now to lecture the nation and the Government from their 
corner regarding foreign policy, which has forty different aspects, 
As for domestic policy, they were at a loss to count all the 
offenses committed in the past 20 years by the People's Party and 
the Republican Government. I do not consider it without value to 
continue our monthly conferences, even under these conditions, 
But in our future talks my remarks will be not only to newspapers 
and their reporters as it has been heretofore, but to the ‘lurkish 
Nation and Turkish children through them, and every one will hear 
and know what was said. For it is only they who will judge, when 
the time comes, as to which siae was right. 


I begin with our foreign affairs. The Government today as 
before is endeavoring to bind itself with strong ties of deep and 
sincere friendship with all States, especially with its neighbor 
states. For these efforts to arrive at positive results, they 
must be mutual and they may bear no odor of bargaining. We ask 
nothing from anybody, and there's nothing of ours which we will 
give to anyone else. 


Our relations with the british Government, with whom we are 
bound by a Treaty of Alliance, are very deep, and will remain 
always exalted and deep. 


Coming to Greece, we have been as distressed as the Greeks 
themselves at the injustice shown to this Government by two 
fascist governments. We shall be sure to take advantage of any 
opportunity coming into our hands to rectify this injustice. 


I turn cece 
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I turn my remarks to domestic affairs, As I said, for the past 
few weeks two newspapers have been saying in a threatening tone: 
"We want freedom, we want democracy. If you do not grant us them 
rapidly, foreign states will make you give them." These two papers 
which we thought were opponents to each other politically, united 
in opposition and once more proved the rightness of the rule "two 
poles join one another." After the bitter sufferings we experienced 
for centuries owing to such systems, every Turk is surprised that 
there still exist among us people able to think in this way. 


In the course of a lesson about thirty years ago, our professor 
of Constitutional Law at Geneva University said that it was not 
right to divide forms of State and Government into parts such as 
absolutism, constitutionalism, and republic, but that it was more 
advisable to speak of a State by its evident and superior quality; 
that it would be more suitable to qualify America as a President's 
State, England as a Cabinet State, in fact as a Prime Minister's 
State, France as a Parliamentary State, and Switzerland as a Populist 
State; he added no state was like another, although other democratic 
and other states resembled the above-mentioned states, From this 
it is evident that one of the most noticeable features of every 
democratic country is that the nation's character, and the deep 
imprints of national characteristics will always be observed in our 
democracy, as everywhere, Thirty years have elapsed since this 
episode. The Turkish State has for twenty years now taken its stand 
in the family of democratic countries, and though still young, it 
went very far ahead in a number of respects, Had mankind been able 
to invent a mould of democracy to fit every country, it would have 
been much easier to eliminate the backwardnesses observed in every 
country. 


Let us ask ourselves, along with these two newspapers which 
want freedom and democracy: "Are we not free? Are we not democratic?" 


While the flames of the last world war were everywhere, all 
the states of the world began to walk in closer strides to one of 
the two poles called democracy and fascism. No sooner had the war 
ended than practically all the states, except the defeated states, 
did not hesitate to proclaim that they were democratic, ‘The only 
cracked voice was heard from ‘lurkey. From the floor of the Grand 
National Assembly, a Veputy said: "The Constitution is democratic, 
but the application is not." This statement was greeted with long 
applause by two Istanbul papers. A little later it was begun to 
seek and count out undemocratic provisions in our laws, Article 50 
of the Press Law, and this or that Article of the Penal and Asso~ 
ciations Laws were brought up; there was talk of single stage 
elections, of the necessity to render the University independent, 
of the second party, and, going still further, of the deputies 
being retired and of the resignation of the President of the People's 
Party. sarring the last two matters, all the others are such 
matters as may be reciprocally discussed in a free and democratic 
rule. ‘the only fault of those who have brought these matters for- 
ward is their manner of speaking. ‘hey make their written and 
intellectual discussions look like boxing matches by their rough, 
harsh, aggressive and exaggerated expressions. While reading the bitter 
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writings of a man who says "I am not an opponent" on one hand, one 
hears, on the other, the words of the men who say "I am opposed" 
in the British Parliament, and one is inclined to believe that 
our newspapers are still far from possessing the power to render 
mature the nation's capacity for discussion. 


I again revert to the two questions. Is there no freedom in 
our country? ‘hose who answer in the negative mostly dwell upon 
Article 50 of the Press Law, A few months ago, one of those who 
now say there is no freedom in this country told me the following 
story: When England entered the war, she passed a law which for~ 
bade printed articles which would lessen the war efforts, and 
authorized the government to close newspapers which violated this 
law, As happens everywhere, certain newspapers in that country 
thought they had found a trick to evade the law and, taking to 
their pens, set about writing articles saying for instance "the 
Government sent 50 cannonsto such and such a place. Why did it 
not send 500? The Government is reported to be constructing such 
and such a plant. Why dia it not do this before?" etc., and 
criticized the Government. The Government asked jurists whether 
such writings were not likely to weaken the war effort; the 
jurists decided that they were, 


After listening to this story, I thought that the conviction 
had spread that our Article 50 was not out of place, Let us not 
forget that America lifted censorship of press only about ten 
days agoe England announced that it lifted censorship two days ago. 
Despite all this, I am thinking of putting the provision of Article 
50 into a more lenient form when the time comes, but I fear lest 
the most serious difficulty should come from the newspapermen. 


I now pass on to the second question: Is there no democracy 
in this country? Are we not democrats? I am of the opinion that 
it will be necessary to seek the answer to this question in the 
‘turkish history for the last 20 years. When the Commander-in-Chief 
and his colleagues, who won the War of Independence, took over 
the rule of the country, they found before them a country burnt 
from one end to another, crushed and diminished nation, and a rotted 
rule. In order to keep the ‘turkish nation alive and to strengthen 
it, it was necessary to pull down the Asiatic establishments in 
the turkish fatherland, and to buila civilized and kuropean monu- 
ments in their stead. That great man and his friends, who did not 
hesitate for a second in the face of the@nimaginable difficulties 
of these matters, took their decision, The Grand National Assemblies 
which followed upon one another reinforced and expanded the original 
decisions with new enterprises and decisions. According to these 
decisions it was necessary to advance, to westernize, to Europeanize 
Turkey and Turkish children, in one word to reinforce and modernize 
the Turkish nation. Static Turkey thus made way for a revolutionary 
and dynamic Turkey. Despite the rebellious and opposition moves 
which occurred in places, the Caliphate in revolutionary times had 
to give up its place to the Republic; divine laws to civilized law; 
the fez to the hats; the Arabic script to the Latin one; the schools 
of theology to positive sciences; foreign controiled public debts 
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to an independent finance; local and foreign concession campanies 
to State-managed establishments, etc. Let us admit that none of 
these could at that time have been accomplished by the open and 
free vote of the people. Furthermore, Turkish financial establish= 
ments, Turkish mines, Turkish factories, Turkish railways, etce, 
joined in the revolution. The revolutionary efforts did not cease 
despite the heaviness of the burden of war. Wide opportunities 
were given to Village Institutes and to institutions fostering 
positive sciences, Forests were nationalized, and finally a strong 
and wide road was opened giving land to peasants who possessed 
none. Turkish history will always be grateful to the young Turks 
of today who squeezed these great and very important achievements 
into short years, We may all be proud of the young Turkish genera— 
tion of today which by its knowledge, its industry, and its 
character, is worthy or its past and present great leaders. It is 
seen that our goal, while beginning the task, advancing and 
thinking, is simply to create an advanced and modern ‘turkish 

State, and an advanced and modern ‘'urkish nation. We have also 
made great headway in the path of democracy while walking in these 
paths by aia of our capabilities which are innate in us. It is 
always possible to subject to a further study this or that measure 
which we have taken to safeguard the works of our revolution as 
long as it does not affect the measures taken against retrogressional 
factors such as the Caliphate, the divine law, the schools of 
theology, the fez, the Arabic script, concession companies which 
are retrogression itself; in fact, let these measures be reinforced 
if necessary. Views and actions changing the regime of a state are, 
for us, always factors of retrogression. Seeing that no freedom 

is demanded for these factors of retrogression in the discussions 
being continued in the papers up to now, the misunderstanding is 
not one which cannot be solved, Besides the Republican regime 

has, all through its life, been just as tolerant of advanced con= 
ceptions as it has been hard and rigorous against reaction, and 

has not hesitated to make these conceptions its own, as the occasion 
arose. The six arrows of the People's Party stand erect and every 
kind of activity is developing in the direction indicated by these 
arrows, and will continue to do so. 


In conclusion, I once more warn our newspapermen that it is 
necessary for them to show more respect for the Grand National 
Assembly, the sole base of our present existences 


for the past six years this country has met with possibilities 
of all kinds of danger. Foreigners banked on an internal collapse, 
as the easiest and shortest way. By honorably resisting, the 
country succeeded in protecting itself as a nation and a govern= 
ment, and has so far destroyed foreign hopes. I fear that there 
may exist people who hope to create revolts in the country, under 
the veil of opposition, and cause an internal collapse. In any 
event, I am sure that our country will be able to protect itself, 
as a nation and government, against these new maneuvers tod» 
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Confidential 





Subject: Conflicting Claims Regarding the Patriotism 
. of Falih Rifki Atay and Ahmet Emin Yelman. 


‘she Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 





Sir: 


With reference to the imbassy's despatch No, 230 of 
September 11, 1945, regarding Prime Minister Saracoglu's press 
conference of September 5, 1945, at which the journalists 
present discussed the current war of words between Mr. Falih 
Hifki Atay, editor of the semi-official Republican People's 
Party newspaper ULUS of Ankara, and Mr. Ahmet Emin Yalman, 
editor of the anti-Government newspeper VATAN of Istanbul, f 


I have the honor to forward herewith as examples of the bitter= c 
ness with which the debate has been waged excerpts from the “I 
following editorials in summarized translation from Turkish: . 


(1) "An Accounting with F.Re Atay" by A. Ee f 
Yalman = VATAN, September 2, 1945« Ss 


(2) "Reply to VATAN" by F. K, Atay — VAKIT, \ 
September 3, 19456 kes 
(3) "Reply to Falih Rifki" by A. E. Yalman = » 
VATAN, September 6, 19454 vi 


(4) "the Liar's Candle" by r. M. K8priilti = 
VATAN, September 6, 1945 


Confidential Biographic Data forms on Mr. Yalman dated 
March 9, 1945, on Mr. Atay dated March 17, 1945, and on 
Mr. K&prttlti dated June 21, 1945, are on file at the Vepartment. 
It may be of interest for the record to attach to the forms on 
Messrs. Yalman and Atay the enclosures forwarded herewiths 
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E. Le Packer 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 235 dated September 12, 1945, from 
the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Conflicting 
Claims Regarding the Patriotiem of Falih Rifki Atay and 

Ahmet Emin Yalman. 


Source: Newspaper VATAN, 
Istanbul, September 2, 19454 


(TRANSLATION) 
"An Accounting with F. R. Atay" 
by 
A. BE, Yalman 


Ya, F. R. Atay! At about the end of your article entitled 
"It seems these are not opposition men" you advance a threat 


by saying "Gentlemen, do not remind this people of the mandate 
stories." 


In this connection I wish to state that I have never favored 
amandate, As a matter of fact, I have always criticized those 
supporting the idea of either a British or an American mandate, 
concerned as I was over national sovereignty and independence, 

I merely suggested the idea of securing economic, technical and 
scientific assistance. I therefore challenge you before the 

. people to disclose those of my articles which are contrary to the 
above claim and to prove that I have favored a foreign mandate. 


I also wish to state that on my return from Malta, I was 
insistently asked to assume charge of the Virectorate General of 
Press and Information of the National Government. Had my writings 
produced the impression that I favored foreign mandates, they 
certainly would not have offered me such an important national 
post involving a great deal of confidence. The same offer was 
made to me by Atattirk himself at the residence of Fethi Okyar in 
the presence of many people who are still living today, Further- 
more, Atattirk told me his life story and at a time when no news~ 
paperman was allowed to visit the fronts, he dispatched me to the 
front of the Independence War with a document bearing his om 
handwritinge Furthermore, while Ismet Intnti was going to 
Lausanne, I was taken along as private interpreter of the Lurkish 
delegation. 


I did not accept any one of the official positions offered, 
because I favored the idea of serving the country through my own 
profession. While I was risking my life for the sake of the 
great and sacred struggle which was being waged in Anatolia, while 
I was being imprisoned by Vamat Ferid, while I was deported to 
Kutahya and expelled to Malta by the Lloyd George government, and 
finally when I was covering the Independence War in the interior, 
and thus fulfilling my patriotic tasks in the capacity of a news- 
paperman, where were you, F. k. Atay, and what were you doing? 


Let me tell you: While Anatolia was under foreign occupa- 
tion and the Intntl battles were being waged, you were presenting 
to the public the heroic actions in Anatolia as komitadji move- 
ments of the kind which in the past were witnessed in Rumelia, thus 
undermining the interest of the people towards the struggle of 
independence. You were furthermore, by your writings, which were 
easily passed by the british censor, striking from behind the cause 

of independence. When the dangerous days, however, were over, you 
made your appearance, You started advancing claims about the 
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national struggle and revolution as though these were your om 
accomplishments and made incessant efforts and intrigues in 
order to remain in a favored position as a newspapermane 


Enclosure 2/ to Vespatch No, 235 dated September 12, 1945, from 
the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Conflicting 
Claims Regarding the Patriotism of Falih Rifki Atay and 

Ahmet Emin Yalman. : 


Source: Newspaper VAKIT, Istanbul, 
September 3, 1945 


(TRANSLATION ) 


"Reply hse VATAN" a 
y 
F. k. Atay 


A. KE. Yalman asks: "Where were you when I was in Malta?" 
Let me answer. I was imprisoned by the then Minister of War, 
Stileyman Sefik Paga, who demanded my immediate execution. Later 
on, when I was liberated through the Intnti victory, I was facing 
in AKSAM A. E. Yalman, the enemy of the ‘turkish revolution, 


Ae te Yalman feels proud at the fact that he was offered 
the Press Virectorship by Atattirk when the latter did not know 
him, but why does he refrain from taking a proper lesson from the 
fact that after Atattirk came to know him and until his death, he 
regarded him as an enemy of lurkiam? ‘the twenty year career. of 
the agent of the white international consists of demagogic games 
and sabotage activities against the Turkish revolutionaries and 
nationalists who built Turkey's sovereignty in this country. My 
life as the AKSAM editor and as HAKIMIYETI MILLIYE and the UWS 
editorialist on the other hand consisted of a defense of the 
revolutionary and nationalist government against these gamese 
We will not permit him to draw a comparison between his and our 
Turkism. We know how to reveal also the under~skin of this face, 
whose mask we have already torn away. This much for the presente 


Enclosure 3/ to Despatch No. 235 dated September 12, 1945, from 
the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Conflicting 
Claims Regarding the Patriotism of Falih Rifki Atay and 

Ahmet Emin Yalman, 


Source: Newspaper VATAN, Istanbul, 
September 6, 1945 


(TRANSLATION) 
"Reply to Falih Rifki" 
A. BE. Yalman 


F, R. Atay naturally has become furious over our articles 
concerning him and has published in the UWWS an article full 
of imprecations. I am not going to follow Falih's steps in 
responding to him in the same language. 


I wish to recall again that Atattirk expressed his confidence 
in me not only in the course of the War of Independence, but when 
in 1936 he permitted me to resume my journalistic career, he 
stated in the presence of many people at Karpitch's that he 
believed in the sincerity of my views and that all my writings were 
prompted by patriotic feelings. ~ 


Falih Rifki, on the other hand, in order to offset the 
unfavorable repercussions called forth by his articles which 
undermined the struggle of independence, claims to have written 
patriotic articles in the days of our War of Independence. 

Yes, it is true, he wrote these articles, but only after the 
achievement of victory, when everything had already been settled, 
F, R, Atay says that they will not allow me to make any com= 
parison between their and my Turkism, He is perfectly justified. 
The distance lying between the world of well-being and power and 
the world of concept and sacrifice is immeasurably great. ‘Indeed, 
in his world only selfish interests, ambitions, position and 
intrigue prevailed, whereas for me Turkism means service to the 
furkish motherland and the nation by envisaging all kinds of 
sacrifices, risks and dangerse 


Enclosure 4/ to Despatch No, 235 dated September 12, 1945, from 
the American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of Conflicting 


Claims Regarding the Patriotism Of Falih Rifki Atay and 
Ahmet Emin Yalmane 


Source: Newspaper VATAN, Istanbul, 
September 6, 1945. 


(TRANSLATION) 


"The Liar's Candle" 
by 
F, Me Képrttlt 


F, R, Atay, after one week's preparation, responded to my 
article entitled "Let Us Talk Frankly" in the VATAN of 
August 25th, with an article full of imprecations and lies in 
which there is nothing by way of reason and logic. 


In this connection I would like to recall that some 
thirty-five years ago I used to publish in the SERVET-I-FUNUN 
the poems written then by F. R. Atay, naturally after having 
corrected them. Sut the first thing which this young writer 
did upon his joining TANIN as an apprentice newspaperman, was 
to write a few unsigned articles against me, thereby paying 
"the debt of gratitude" to which he always referred in the 
voluminous letters which he previously sent to me. 


Taking advantage of his association with TANIN, this young 
man who took refuge under the protection of Cemal Pasg, the 
commander of the 4th Army, lived through the long years of the 
First World War at the Paga'ts headquarters without, perhaps, 
even hearing the firing of a single shot. Upon the termination 
of the last war, this young writer, together with a few friends 
of his, established the AKSAM, and by writing articles against 
his former master, paid his debt of gratitude to himecee 


The extremely short telegrams which F. R. Atay sent from 
San Francisco to UWS once in four months, again showed the 
Turkish youth the degree of the sense of duty possessed by 
Ataye Such is the character of this hero who, since his return 
from San Francisco, is slashing all around him with a wooden 
sword, and he is certainly justified in considering those not 
resembling him as people with no character» 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Views of Nuri Demirag, Turkish Businessman 
and Founder of Party of National Resur- 





Washington, , 


¢ 
Sir: aA \" * ef 10/a}¥s~« "| 
¥ y’ 
wae reference to the Embassy's despatches nos. 107 

and 120/dated July 24 and July 28, 1945, respectively, I 

have the honor to report that in the course of his month- 

ly press conference, held on September 5, 1945, Prime fs 

Minister Sikri Saracoglu announced that permission had been : 

granted to Nuri Demirag to form a "Party of National Re- v 

surgency" (see enclosure to despatch No. 230, dated Sep- ey 

tember 11, 1945). It is understood that the party is now - 

making application for authorization to publish a daily st 

newspaper in Istanbul, £ 
( 
' 





/ In connection with this matter, there is enclosed 
copy of a memorandum of conversation between Nuri Demirag 
and a member of this Mission which took place on September 

e 4, 1945, 


Hespectfully yours, * vi 
Ech 
E. ad werk, 
Charge d'Affaires ad interim 





Lf Suen tea of Conversation 
dated September 4, 1945, 
between Nuri Demiraz and 
John Evarts Horner. 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 238 dated September 13, 1945, 
from the American Embassy, Ankara on the subject of "Views 
of Nuri Demirag, Turkish Businessman and Founder of ‘Party 
of National Resurgency'", 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


DATE: September 4, 1945. 

PLACE: Residence of Nuri Demirag at Uskldar 
(Scutari) 

SUBJECT: Current internal political affairs. 


PARTICIPANTS: Nuri Demirag, prominent Turkish industri- 
alist; founder of "Party of National 
Resurgency", 


John Evarts Horner, Third Secretary of 
Embassy. 


I had luncheon with Mr. Demirag, and had the oppor- 
tunity of talking with him for several hours. The meet- 
ing was arranged ‘by William Toth of IIIS, who, together 
with Mr, Demirag's nephew, Turgut Demirag, acted as inter- 
preter (Nuri Demirag speaks no foreign language). Mr. 
Demirag gave every evidence of being sincere, replied to 
questions without hesitation or evasion, and throughout 
the conversation stressed his friendship for and admira- 
tion of the United States, This pro-American attitude, 
which I understand he has openly expressed for several 
years, obviously stems from his admiration for American 
industrial methods (he himself i153 a pionéer in the intro- 
duction of modern industrial techniques into Turkey). 

He madé me feel that, despite the suspicion that he may 
have backed the Pan-Turanian movement, he is sincerely 
pro-American, but on the other hand it is doubtful whether 
he really knows much about the United States. Several 
members of his family have studied there, however, in- 
cluding an older son who is now a student at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, and his small son (aged 
four) is studying English with a Governess. 


Mr. Demirag is probably a "reactionary" in the 
Turkish sense of the word, i.e., he seems to be a strict 
Moslem, who neither uses alcohol nor allows it to be 
served in his house; his wife never appears when non- 
members of the family are present; and his daughters 
serve & the table, but dine separately, in the tradi- 
tional Turkish fashion. Additionally, in the economic 
sense he might be considered a "conservative", for all 
his ideas seem to centre around freedom of private enter-_ 





believer 


believer in a two-party system of government, freedom SS 
of speech, the press, religion, and assembly. ao 


Mr, Demirag stated that his "Party of National 
Resurgency" has widespread support among dissident _ 
liberal political elements and among businessmen, He 
asserted that former ster Rauf Orbay, now 
living in retirement, definitely was on his side, and 
that the seven opposition deputies in the “Grand National 
Assembly, led by former Prime Minister Celal Bayar, 
would join the new party if and when it demonstrates its 
effectiveness, I asked him why these persons did not 
come out in his support now, and he answered that they 
all are dependent upon their salaries from the Government 
and cannot afford to back a losing horse. In contra- 
distinction, he stressed that he himself is independently 
wealthy, that he already..is in extreme, disfavor with the 
Government, and that furthermore he is prepared and 
accustomed to take. risks.” 





Mr. Demirag hazarded the guess that the Government 
finally will grant permission for him formally to launch 
his new party. He also expressed the belief that the 
United States should bring pressure to bear to force the 
Saracoglu Government to democratise the country. He 
intimated that we would have much to gain from a change; 
that he personally was in favor of the participation of 
foreign, especially American, capital in the industrial 
development of the country. : 


At some length Mr, Demirag outlined his ideas with 
respect to economic problems. Besides making Turkey 
attractive to foreign capital, he would abolish impediments 
to imports and exports, balance the budget, cut down on 
military expenditures, do away with graft, et cetera. 


Mr. Demirag complained that he had frequently been 
misquoted by newspapermen, some of whom had violated his 
confidence. In connection with his reputed statement 
favoring the abolition of compulsory military service, 
he said that what he had in mind was the replacement of 
the present large, unwieldly, poorly-trained and badly 
equipped foot army with a smaller but well-trained force 
equipped with the latest modern weapons of war. He was 
of the opinion that the present Turkish army is quite 
incapable of defending the country against an outside 
agressor, and thought it is maintained largely to put 
down possible civil disorder. He gave me a copy, in 
Turkish, of the platform of the "Party of National Re- 
surgency", which he said would clearly show the ideas for 
which he stands. (This is now being translated, and will 
be forwarded to the Department in due course.) 


During the course of the conversation, Mr. Demirag 
several times referred to a certain Hiseyin Avni as being 
a@ person whom he would wish.to see at the head of the 
Government. Mr. Avni, it appears, was a member of the 
first Grand National Assembly, and a collaborator of 
Atattirk, but has been completely inactive politically 
since about 1923, What this individual, who must be in 


his 


his late sixties, 1s now doing, or why he might be so 
suitable for present-day conditions, I was unable to 
find out. 


In comment, it appears to me that Nuri Demirag is 


And ca 2 k S 







ke ly have much of a 

cess in Bord. Cs (unless, 0 A ve the 
jacking of such men as Rauf Orbay and Celal Bayar, which 
seems doubtful). Nevertheless, it is interesting that 
while his party was ridiculed by all quarters when it 
was first projected, several Turkish sources of the 
Embassy and OSS recently have warned that it should be 
taken seriously: In the words of one American-educated 
Turk, "don't 224d ped Denires short". On the other 
hand, su prominent oppos ers as Ahmet Emin 
Yalman, editor of Vatan, believe that the "Party of 
National Resurgency" wil] be abortive, and may aven.dis-. 
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Columbia University) and ‘is lon- association with the 

United States predisposes him in favor of American 
institutions. Whether his pro-American attitude is con- 
sidered helpful or harmful depends upon the bias of the 
individual Turkish sources, but a number feel that, with the 
best intentions in the world, he is attempting the impossible 
task of transplanting American ideas anid ways «f life to 

a country to which they sre not indirenous. ‘Thos¢ who think in 
this way generally belonr to the "we resemble ourselves" school, 
that is, those who argue tiat “democracy” is a concept differ- 
ing from one country to another, and that Turkey has evolved 
her own brand of "democracy" iasead upon Turlcish history and 

the needs and aspirstions of the Turkish people. Needless 

to say, this group, typified by Deputy Necmeddin Sadak, 

editor of AK§Al, is in favor of a continuation of the 
policy of "tutellage" so often and so vigorously attacked 
by Mr. Yalman. 


Deputy Apak has teen a member of the Grand ilational 
Assembly for eisht years, and serves on the Comittee of 
Hational befense. We is a career Army officer, having 
attended the lilitary war School and the Military Steff 
School. While Turltish |ilitary Attache at lioscow, he is 
reported to have prepared a report on the eduention and 
training of Soviet youth. Although he ’s not well known 
to the public, he derives some importance from the fact 
that he is a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Republican Peoples Party. 





Respectfully yours 





/ Edwin ©. 


Enclosures x 2b DH 
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by Ahmet Emin Yalman 
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Enclosure 1/ to despatch No. 245 from ‘the American 
Embassy, Ankara, dated September 20, 1945 on the 
subject: "Ahmet Emin Yalman, Editor of newspaper 
VATAN, is accused of being a foreign agent". 


TRANSLATION 


Sourcer Istanbul news- 
paper VATAL, 
Septemser 11,1945 


OPEN CORRESPOMDUICE - TO RAUME APAK, DEPUTY 
OP TLACRDAG LY ADE’ EMIN YALMAU 


They told me that you have in a public place 
shouted out aloud thet Ahmet bwin Yalman is a forsign 
agent. To serve as « forei-n arent means treason 
against the country am the people. It is your duty 
as a lur)ish citizm and a deputy to bring out. the 
proofs anc evidcnees re arding the treason committed 
by such a person. Lut, if you have uttercu these 
words under the influence of vour political ambitions, 
you have then comritted a heavy offense, not only 
against my porson, but also sarainst the country's 
politicnl life, the security and harvony of which 
you are ciarged to protect. tam, thecfore, saskin- 
an account of -ou hefore the people. “ither prove 
your claim or apolorize. If the rumors are usfounded, 
then refute them in a maocr iecoming a chivalrous 
person. 


Enclosure 2/ to despatch No. 245 from the American 
Embassy, Ankara, dated Septenber 20, 1945 on the 
ser ects: "Ahmet Emin Yalman, Editor of newspaper 
VATAN, is accused of being 2 foreign agent". 


TRAUSTA'Y LOt 
Source: Ankara news- 
paper ULUS, 
Septomber 18, 1945 
A REPLY YO Aci ET EXIN YAM AI bY RANMI APAK, 
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caused by an instiyator., It is unwice and ovt of 
place on your part to think that [f admitted hwving, 
told xou tht you are a foreign ejent. Acti as a 

ent is a crine, materlal proof of ich 
ke provided «ven vy certain cvents.. 10° has 

authority to search the archives of foreign 

totes? ‘“Therofors it is practically impossil le for 

re to ke a stc@nent wnieh is forbidden by law. 
After a day or so I sisil explain especiclly why it 
15 Cficult for me tc prove tiat you are the agent 
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Enclosure 3/ to despatch vio. 245 from the Amcrican 
Embassy, Ankarm, dated Septemver 20, 1945 on the 
sulject: “Ahmet Emin Yalman, Editor of newspaper 
VATAN, is accused of being a forcirn agent". 


TRA NSLAT LOW 





Source: Ankara new- 
paper ULUS, 
september 20, 1945 





THE ALVA OF Bum yLery 
YADTAT WY RAUNT APAK, biPuL 





Lven a journr list who is a foreign accent, ly placing 
hinselr under the ing lixenoo of the policy of 2 foreign 
state, Lecomces friead , S and unfriendly 
with its onernies. If you mt of a state 


which fur’ ey disliked ane Stete should 
: too Lecome 


hecome friendly toward ur 

foisnrly tor ie ut b shat cn ity of a Lorsig¢n State 
GaP & G - ccore Le red, but 

‘ y a vppeascds lor tuis pceson 

ou. cannot Pens an mrss wenty 7o025 ago cou were 

spevrnt efore t..co tritunal set up at Llagigz wucre vou 

were toe be trica for instigating tire shelk aait pehellion. 

Wont. 4 “ievoun cf terrorists fatuered sround 

hOisd sspaper Fou are “nsplring feeling of ‘ esit.tion 


less anong t sitizens. Nour orticl: s and 
Jestruct iv ¢ : 











































agli 





ideas 
of tha 





plan an attempt on tho life 
“One Instirctor Yalren: IF shell tell 
An wprinciple? foreicner who is a 

Z in viee@res of the Twkish State mifht consider 
your newspaper to be an instrument for blnekmaili: 

“his is a clear case cf yours “n which you can an-ly 

to the covrpts. Siruld you |}rin a suit, IT stall co ry 
utmost in order to 2 the Grand ational Assembly 
perrit me to attend the trial. jud:e of the Turlrisi. 
Republic sight show us how to aveid com itbin: « evtme 
at the sume time as we are tring, to protect ours: clves 
against instigation and Llacimail. 

















DEPARTMENT 


nr INCOMING DIVISION OF 
STATE FILE COPY CENTRAL. SERVICES 
TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION . 
ACTION: NE oe 
INFO; 
8 TW=1307-Z Ankara 
U This telegram must be . 
c paraphrased before bein Dated September 23, 1945 
Ni communicated td anyone ’ a 
FC other than a Government Rectd 8:28 peme , 
AR Agencye (RESTRICTED) DC if 
SPA be : 
OA : } "EPARTM 
SA Secretary of State, ae 
S.-/M , bm 
Ss ae Washington ~ wd 19 
EUR/X Divi 
1246 - WEAR to Om AFFA 











—————_| 


7BOA, Sept. 23, 8 Pelle , 
Following meeting held yesterday, Council of Rew 








publicians People's Party anncunced that deputies. 4 [oe] 
Adnan Menderes and Fuat Koprulu had been expelled from a 
partyy (they remain deputies) for action contrary to Cc 
partys principles. = 
Both Mendzeres and Koprulu have been contributing ' 
to opposition newspaper VATAN (2?) critical of govt and ei 
party, and also criticized govt during debate on a 
ratificaticn cf United Nations Chart ery (sce Embassy's 
despatch number 172 dated Aug 2060) 
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OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


AMERICAN EMBASSY 4 
No. 260 Ankara, September 28, 1945, Det 


RESTRICTED 


Subject: Expulsion from Republican People's Party 
of Deputies Adnan Menderes and ,Fuat K&pritltt. 





The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


~” 
= With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. Aon6, 
dated September 22, 5 pem., reporting the expulsion from 
the Republican People's Party of two Deputies, Fuat Képrillt, 
of Kars, and Adnan Menderes, of Aydin, I have the honor to , 
give hereunder a translation of the text of the pertinent 

announcement issued by the Secretary General of the Repub- vs 
lican People's Party, as given in the semi-official Ankara * 
newspaper ULUS of September 22, 1945: 


"At 5 p.m. yesterday, the Council of the Republican ~ 
People's Party, composed of the Presidential Council 
of the Republican People's Party, the President of the 1 
Grand National Assembly, members of the Party Cabinet, 
members of the General Administrative Board, and members 
of the Board of Administration of the Assembly Group 
and of the Independent Group, met at the Grand National 
Assembly under the chairmanship of Vice President-General * 
Stkri Saracoglu. After all the facts had been studied, 
the Council considered the attitude and activities of 
Deputy Adnan Menderes (Aydin) and of Deputy Fuat Képrttli 
(Kars) out of keeping with that of the Republican 
People's Party and decided that the connections between 
these two Deputies and the Republican People's Party 
be severed. The decision was approved." 


The opposition Istanbul newspaper VATAN of September 22 
carried statements by these two Deputies of which summarized 

; translations are attached. In them they defend their conduct 
\ and make the point that they, and not the present leaders of 


(the Party, are endeavoring to carry out the Party's platform. 


There 
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There has been a considerable volume of speculation 
with regard to the expulsion of these two well-known Deputies, 
and on the whole, the Party's action seems to be considered 
beneficial in that it will bring into the open the quarrel ~ 
in the Party which has been smouldering for some time. Many 
observers believe that in the very near future further 
Deputies, including former Prime Minister Cell Bayar and 
Hikmet Bayur (the latter is a leading contributor in the 
new opposition paper HURSES: see Embassy's despatch No» 246, 
dated September 21, 1945), neither of whom is a member of 
the Party Council, will be expelled from the Party or will 
resign. 


The immediate cause of the expulsion of Deputies Menderes 
and K8priilii was probably their contribution to the opposition 
newspaper VATAN of articles critical of the government and 
the Republican People's Party, although a secondary reason 
may have been their criticism of the government during the 
debate on the ratification of the United Nations Charter (see 
Embassy's despatch No. 172, dated August 20, 1945). 


The expulsion of Messrs. Menderes and KSprtilii was the 
subject of a leading article by Deputy Falih Rifki Atay in 
the semi-official ULUS of September 24, 1945. Mr. Atay 
accused them of having "cooperated intellectually and actively 
with those who have been the outstanding enemies of the 
Republican People's Party for the past twenty years," and 
claimed, "The tactics of destroying the Party from within 
will be made ineffective." 


The conservative YENI SABAH of September 24 was par= 
ticularly critical of Mr. KBpriilti on the ground that he had 
waited so long to criticize the one-party system, and at 
the same time retained his seat as a Deputy. In VATAN of 
September 23, Ahmet Enin Yalman published an open letter 
addressed to Nafi Atuf-Kansu, Acting Secretary General of 
the Republican People's Party, in which he made the point 
that criticism of the Party is not necessarily destructive 
but stems from a conviction that the Party itself has not 
effectively carried out its own principles. 


Respectfully Yours, 
, win C2 (es, 
Enclosure: Kf! 
vy 1/ Statements of Deputies 
Menderes and K8prtili 
appearing in VATAN, September 22, 1945. 
File No. 800 
JEH/bb 
Original and hectograph to Department 
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Unofficial 
Translation 


Enclosure No. 1 to restricted despatch No. 260, dated 
September 28, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, to 
Department of State, subject, "Expulsion from Republican 
People's Party of Deputies Adnan Menderes and Fuat K&priilti,"' 


Statements of Deputies Menderes and K8prti1tt Appearing in 
VATAN, September 22, 1915 


With regard to his expulsion from the Republican People's 
Party, Fuat Képriilti made the following statement to VATAN: 


"Considering the present regime in the country, 
I was not at all surprised by the decision of the 
Council which was passed, as always, unanimously; on 
the contrary I found it very natural. Adnan Menderes 
and two other friends and I had made attempts and sug- 
gestions to reform the Republican People's Party (of 
which I have been a member ever since its creation) 
in the democratic direction and to reinforce it. For 
reasons which we failed to understand, these suggestions 
were violently rejected. Consequently, we felt the 
necessity of having our views reflected in the Assembly 
debates and in the press so that the spirit of the 
Constitution should rule completely in the country; 
in short, so that democracy should be manifest. This 
evening's decision has shown in all its nakedness and 
bitterness the conception which those who rule the 
Party entertain in the face of this conscientious and 
sincere act, completely in keeping with the interests 
of the Party and the country. The right to judge which 
side is in the right and which in the wrong, belongs 
to the Turkish nation alone. I shall continue with 
all my power to do my duty as Deputy." 


Adnan Menderes, Deputy for Aydin, also expelled from 
the Party, said: 


"On June 12, 1945, three colleagues and I presented 
a motion to the Assembly Group of the Grand National 
Assembly. In this motion we asked that measures be 
sought to see that the control of the Assembly be in 
complete harmony with the spirit of the Constitution; 
that citizens be given the opportunity of using their 
political rights and liberties on as large a scale as 
dictated in the first law of the Constitution, and 
that all the work of the Party be reorganized according 
to the two bases. 

"The long discussions and debates in the Assembly 
Group revealed that these suggestions were not at all 
well received by the Group. In the communiqué of the 
Party which was published, it was stated that our sug- 
gestions should be defended in the Grand National 
Assembly in our capacity of Deputy. 

"My statements at the latest meeting of the Grand 
National Assembly and my article in VATAN entitled, 'On 
the Occasion of the Prime Minister's Statement at the 
Press Conference,' were inspired by the same bases. My 
being a member of the Party or not can in no way influ- 
ence my work in this line which I am convinced is com— 
pletely in keeping with the interests of the country." 
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No.268 Ankara, October 5, 1945. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Criticism of Saracoflu Government by 
2 Deputy Refik Koraltan in VATAN. INGE 


7 een 
The Honorable ol 
3 The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Si . 
ire 
e ¢ 
With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. feo, dated 
September 28, 1945, pties subject, "Expulsion from Republican 


cay 





People's Party of Depities Adnan Menderes and Fuat K&prttli," 
and despatch No. 264/ dated October 2, 1945, on the subject, . 
"Resignation of Former Prime Minister Cel&l Bayar from Grand 
National Assenbly," I have the honor to report that in the 
liberal Istanbul penspeper VATAN of October 2, 1945, there 
appeared a statemént critical of the Saracoglu Government and 
the one-party regime written by Refik Koraltan, Deputy for 
Igel. 


Mr. Koraltan, who with former Prine Minister Celal Bayar 
and Deputies Adnan Menderes and Fuat Képriilti, presented a 
memorandum to the Grand National Assembly in June, 1945, de- 
manding the amendment of certain laws and regulations not in 
conformity with the Turkish Constitution, expressed hinself 
as "astonished" over the expulsion from the Party of Deputies 
Menderes and K&pritli, adding that such expulsion was contrary 
to the regulations of the Party. He asserted that these two 
Deputies only resorted to the press after they were violently 
attacked by Deputy Falih Rifki Atay in the ULUS, official 
organ of the Republican People's Party, and he asked: "If 
they are guilty of writing in this struggle purely for defen- 
sive purposes, why should not those who began the struggle 
be found guilty?" 





Mr. Xoraltan was a close friend of President Kemal Atattirk 
in the early days of the Republic and served as Deputy for 
Konya until the early 1930's, when he resigned following a 
disagreement with the then President. Since 1943 he has rep- 
resented Igel in the Assembly, where he is a member of the 
important Internal Affairs Committee. During the budget dis- 
cussions of May-June, 1945, he was among the seven Deputies 


who severely critigized and voted against the Saracoflu 
Government. ‘ ie ape aia: 
y 
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In a recent conversation with a member of this Mission, 
Ahmet Emin Yalman, Editor of VATAN, himself a leading critic 
of the present regime, said that Mr. Koraltan had made his 
statement to the newspapers with the definite intention of 
courting disciplinary action from the Party. Mr. Yalman 
added that Mr. Koraltan took this action as a means of mani- 
festing his solidarity with Deputies Kprtilti and Menderes. 
Asked why former Prime Minister Cel&l Bayar had resigned from 
the Grand National Assembly, rather than from the Party, Mr. 
Yalman said that while Mr. Bayar also wished to manifest his 
disapproval of the Party's action in expelling Messrs. K&priilt 
and Menderes, he could not bring himself to resign from the 
Party, of which he was one of the founders. 


It is still uncertain whether the four above-mentioned 
Deputies will form an opposition political party, although 
signs seem to point in that direction, As to whether the 
Saracoglu Government would welcome -- or at least be agree- 
able to such a development —- it is interesting that in the 
official Republican People's Party newspaper ULUS of October 
3, 1945, Deputy Falih Rifki Atay expressed the opinion: "With- 
out criticism there can be no progress," and added, "It is 
the citizen's duty to search for defects in its government." 
This apparent reversal on the part of Mr, Atay, who in earlier 
articles had bitterly attacked those who had criticized the 
government, may well mean that the government and the Party 
have decided to make some concessions to the growing demand 
for a further democratization of Turkey. This theory is given 
added credence by the statement of Deputy Necmeddin Sadak in 
AKSAM of October 3, 1945 to the effect that if Mr. Bayar formed 
a new party, "he would be rendering a great service to the 
country." 


Respectf urs , 
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FOR PROFESSOR BILSEL FROM HACKWORTH, Sater, 1299, we 


October 6, 6 p.m. 

"I am deeply grateful to you and your national 
group for considering my name for the International 
Court of Justice, and naturally I should not decline 
such a high honor if tendered, The American national 
group has not as yet had a meeting but I shall be glad 
to inform you of the name of its nominee as soon as the 
decision is made. Best personal regards." 


There is at present a vacancy in our group, which 


may delay temporarily a meeting. 
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1299, October 6, 6 p.m 


FOR HACKWORTH FROM PROFESSOR BILSEL 


your candidacy for the International Court of Justice. 
Please telegraph whether you are disposed to accept and 
also if possible the name of the candidate whom the 
American group intends to propose. Greetings." 
Professor Bilsel informs me that if because of 
your position you cannot accept the name of another 


American will be proposed by the Turkish group. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 275 Ankara, October 9, 1945 
SECRET 
Subject: Colonel Salahaddin, one of 


Golden Square Colonels, is 
handed over to Iraqi authorities 








y 25 
The “Honora bie 
3 The Seeretary of State, 
Washington. 





Sir: le 

With reference to the Embassy's despatch 
No. 261, dated September 28, 1945, on the 
subject: "Visit to Turkey of the Prince Regent 
of Iraq", I have the honor to report tmt the 
Embassy's Military Attache has learned tt 
Golonel Salahaddin, one of the Colonels of 
the Golden Square, who was behind the Rashid 
Ali plot in 1941, was delivered to the Iraqi 
authorities on October 2, 1945, It appears 
that Colonel Salahaddin's delivery to the 
Iraqi authorities was not complicated by any 
question of extradition. 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: 


Warren Moir 


Warwick Perkins 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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Saxon powers unwilling succumb Russian pressure, 
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Acikalin, Secretary General of Ministry of Foreign o 
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4s ao (Sent to Department as 1321, London as 104) 
+* Iatter's successor not yet chosen. (Embassy's 1154, a 


August 20) Present Turkish Ambassador to London Unaydin 
has been appointed Ambassador to Athens, - : 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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No. 307 Ankara, October-25, 1945« 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: French Journalist Arouses Turkish Anger 
at Statements Regarding Oecumenical 
Patriarchate's Difficulties and the 
Commercial Decay of the City of Fetanbubs 7 


q 


The Honorablé 
_ The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


~I have the honor to report that the Istanbul newspapers 
TASVER and CUMHURIYEY published in Turkish on October 17, 
1945 front-page translations of an article in French by a 
French journalist, Roger Grenier, which was allegedly pub- 
lished on September 25, 1945 in the French paper COMBAT and 
reached ‘Turkey through republication in LA PRESSE DE FHANCE, 
of October 3, a summary of French press opinion edited at 
Beirut. ‘whis article was a report of Mr. Grenier's interview 
with the Oecumenical Patriarch, Benjamin I, in mid-September 
at a monastery on the Princes! Islands, where the Patriarch 
was staying. 


Although the report of the interview itself was mild 
enough, some of Mr. Grenier's remarks regarding the Oecu- 
menical Patriarchate and the City of Istanbul aroused heated 
opposition in the two papers which commented on the article. 
They objected to Mr, Grenier's assertions that the Patriarch 
might be used as a tool of the Russians; that he was a 
“captive sovereign kept far from his people and his state," 
and that Istanbul, which might bear still another name, had 
been ruined commercially by Turkish anti-minority policies, 
The text of Mr. Grenier's article, as translated from the 
Turkish of TASVIR, together with TASVIR's comments, and the 
report of an interview which a TASVIR representative had on 
the subject with the Acting Patriarch, Archimandrite Maximus, 
are enclosed herewith. CUMHURIYET's treatment of the article 
and opinion were identical with that of TASVIR. 


The Turkish Government's disinclination to make an issue 
of Mr. Grenier's article -—- possibly because it might be 
embarrassing to have too much light focused on the position 
of the Patriarch -= has been demonstrated by the fact that 
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the article and comment appeared only in the two most conservative 
Istanbul newspapers, and no further editorial comment was published. 


Although the appearance of Mr. Grenier's article is said to 
have been embarrassing to the French Embassy, it has not yet, how- 
ever, takeh the action suggested by TASVIR: namely; that the Embassy's 
subsidized French-language newspaper ISTANBUL publish a statement 
regarding Mr. Grenier's article. The article comes at a singularly 
inopportune time for the French, who are bending every effort to 
reestablish themselves here in an influential position culturally. 

As minor examples of this, a young French archeologist is now at 
Ankara making preparations to reopen the former French excavations 

at Malatya and to establish a French Archeological Study Center at 
Ankara. French newsreels have recently replaced American newsreels 
in Ankara's best motion-picture house, The newspapers have also 
reported in the past days that a special plane was sent by the French 
from Paris to Istanbul to bring new French professors for the Galata 
Saray School — long a center of French cultural activity in the city. 


Respectfully your's, 
Edwin C. Wilson. 


, ¥1/ TASVIR article of October 17, 1945 
on Mr. Grenier's article, with TASVIR's comments. 
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2/ TASVIR article of October 17, 1945 
reporting an interview with the Acting Patriarch. 
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Unofficial Translation SOURCE: Istanbul newspaper 
TASVIR, October 17, 
1945. 


Text of Mr, Grenier's Article with TASVIR's Comments 








——— 


An Istanbul report which appeared in the September 25 
issue of the French newspaper COMBAT, known for its isolationist 
left inclinations, has reached this city, reprinted in the 
October 3 issue of the publication LA PRESSE DE FRANCE, con— 
taining press summaries, The author of this article, which 
will arouse great hate and even disgust when read, is Roger 
Grenier, nephew and protégé of Jean Grenier, Communist deputy 
in France, 


His malicious, lying and shameless writings prove that he 
came to this country with evil intentions and certain confused 
missions. The inquiries we conducted at the Patriarchate at 
the Phanar have also revealed him to be a vulgar provoker. We 
advise our readers to read and take ea warning from the example 
of shamelessness given below. As the author used the names 
Istanbul and Constantinople for separate purposes, we deliberately 
kept the names as they were, in order to avoid changing the 
meaning of the article. Here is the article: 


Istanbul, September 25, 


In a previous telegram, I sent the statements made to me 
by one of the EAM leaders in Greece with regard to the intrigues 
centering round the Orthodox Church. A few days after sending 
this telegram, I was received by Benjamin I, Patriarch of the 
City of Constantinople, at a monastery on one of the islands 
in the Marmara where he is resting. 


In theory, the Patriarch is the head of all the Orthodox 
churches, He is a kind of Pope for the Greeks, the Bulgarians, 
the Yugoslavs and the Russians, but his is a Papacy whose sov— 
ereignty has been weakened, and he has not the unity, organiza- 
tion and income of the Roman Church. 


The fact that the Patriarch of the Phanar is living in 
the City of Constantinople, in a country which is laic and 
anti-minority, prevents him from playing an important part. 
Nevertheless, the events in Greece, the appointment of the 
Metropolitan to be Regent, and Soviet Russia's new religious 
policy, are all causes for drawing attention to the Patriarch 
of the Phanar. 


The Patriarch is very aged and ill, The question as to 
who will be his successor is being heatedly discussed at 
Istanbul, at Athens, and perhaps in other capitals. It is 
possible that the Metropolitan Damaskinos may succeed him, for 
Patriarchs are usually Greek nationals. 


When 
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When I had climbed the steep hill taking me to the 
monastery, I was met at the monastery door by two deacons 
in black. We went into a small waiting-room through a 
silent corridor, I was joined there by the priest of the 
monastery, who was educated at Strasbourg, and who told 
me to follow him. Expecting to go through various formal- 
ities, I was surprised to be admitted straight into the 
presence of Benjamin I. No instructions had been whispered 
as to any rules which I must observe. 


After exchanging preliminaries, the Patriarch pressed 
a button, whereupon honey syrup was given into my left hand, 
and Turkish coffee into my right. The Patriarch is a piercing- 
eyed old man who does not refrain from sarcasm while talking 
of men, of nations, of war and of peace. Describing General 
de Gaulle as an honest and brave man, he twice expressed his 
satisfaction at receiving a Frenchman. As I had heard all 
kinds of things said about de Gaulle from people of all nations 
during my travels, this kind expression which went beyond the 
boundaries of politeness made a very good impression on me, 
Benjamin wished to be given information on the difficulties 
encountered in Syria by the French, the destruction suffered 
by France, and whether Germany would be made to atone for all 
this damages 


He asked: "Does LE TEMPS still appear?" I answered him 
in the negative, stating the reason. ‘What about PETIT PARISIEN 
and FIGARO?" I told him why the first no longer appeared and 
why the second continued to do so. 


I, in my turn, asked him why the Bulgarian Church was 
independent, as well as questions regarding Russia's religious 
policy. The Patriarch pointed out that the independence of the 
Bulgarian Church bore only a political significance; that rela- 
tions had been established with the Greek Church without en- 
countering any religious difficulty; that, as regards Russia, 
no misunderstanding existed between the Soviets and the Orthodox 
Church. Despite the fact that he is old, sick and resting, the 
Patriarch spoke to me at length because I was a Frenchman and 
requested me to camnmunicate to de Gaulle the good opinion he had 
of him. 


On the boat taking me back to Istanbul, I kept thinking of 
this greatest man of the Orthodox religions, with regard to whose 
successor discussions are even now being held. While the Orthodox 
religion is uniting under tie protection of the Soviet State, he 
is all alone and deprived of authority. As priests are still a 
vital method of penetrating the Balkans, the Soviet Consul at 
Istanbul has twice shown himself to the public at the side of 
Benjamin I, But as long as the Turks remain in Constantinople, 
the Patriarch will be nothing but a captive sovereign kept far 
from his people and state. The eyes of the Orthodox Churches 


will 
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will be directed to Moscow and will follow the activities of 
Bishop Alexis, honored there by Stalin, 


Looking at the fate of the Patriarch of Constantinople from 
the place of his captivity, the view is immediately visible of the 
destiny of the whole city. The view of this magic city which has 
been named through the ages Byzantium, Constantinople and Istanbul, 
and which has not yet completed its work of changing names, is one 
of the most beautiful views in the world. 


The minarets could be seen in the mist of the morning. The 
Golden Horn and the port had something of the look of Marseilles 
under German occupation. The capital of the East was fast asleep .. 
There were few ships in port, and no traffic. Istanbul used to 
live by her Greeks, her Jews and her Armenians, The anti-minority 
policy of Turkey destroyed their commerce. The war did the rest, 
Now when one steps into Turkey, one can thus see the cause of the 
reasons threatening the future economic life of this country (i.e., 
the ruin of the minorities). This serves to show us what the future 
political aspect of this city needs must be. 


Istanbul is writhing; spying is done here; evil is brewing. 
This city is the one which provides the greatest amount of informa~ 
tion in the world. Despite this, Istanbul is not alive, Turkey 
is no longer able to buy valuable German machines, The pretty 
girls advertising in all shops for American firms make promises 
for the distant future, and Istanbul watches them, but cannot 
shake herself out of her lethargy. 


ROGER GRENIER 
TASVIR: 


We are very pained that the newspaper COMBAT employed this 
vagabond who introduced himself to the Patriarch as a special envoy 
of de Gaulle; who does not know that the minorities in this country 
benefit from the blessings of the country just as much as the 
Turkish population; who describes the Patriarch as a captive; who 
is stupid enough and ignorant enough of the Turkish spirit not to 
kmow that Istanbul will always remain a Turkish city; who insinu- 
ates that this city will again change its name, and that Istanbul 
must be taken away from Turkish hands in order to save the Orthodox 
Church, and who claims that city life has been extinguished by an 
anti-minority policy. We are also pained that the French authori- 
ties concerned should have allowed him to engage in such harmful 
activities. We are not silly enough to reply to the nonsense 
written by this bought provoker, thus falling in with him. 


We shall therefore not pay much attention to this scoundrel 
who has not one atom of professional morality, and we shall content 
ourselves with informing reeders of his character through the state- 
ments of the Acting Patriarch in other columns. We shall also wait 
for ISTANBUL, official French newspaper of the Embassy, to publish 
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a statement about this person who has written artificial and in- 
sulting articles on Greece. We shoutd also like to point out 
that it is possible to write articles in Turkey offering French 
territory and colonies right and left much more rightfully than 
Istanbul can be offered to others. France will, doubtless, not 
like this retort, for Turkey has no territory which can be dis- 
cussed, but France has quite a number of confused problems which 
may well bear discussione 
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Unofficial Translation SOURCE: Istanbul newspaper 
TASVIR, October 17, 
19456 


Report of Interview of TASVIR Representative with Acting Patriarch 


Today we called at the Patriarchate to have a talk about 
COMBAT's editorial,signed Roger Grenier, which we translated. 
No doubt the Patriarch would have something to say about the 
gossip concerning him in an attempt to give the world the im- 
pression that he is a captive. 


As, unfortunately, the Patriarch was seriously ill, we 
talked with the Acting Patriarch who stated: 


"I know that a Frenchman conversed with the Patriarch, but 
this person introduced himself to us,not as a journalist, but 
as de Gaulle's representative; he even said he was asked to 
convey us the General's personal compliments, thus introducing 
himself to the Patriarch by telling a lie. It is not the habit 
of the Patriarch to talk politics. Moreover, he is too old 
and il] to talk much. Had he known this faker was a journal~ 
ist, he would not have talked at all." 


Asked whether he saw the notorious article, the Acting 
Patriarch, Archimandrite Maximus, answered that he knew nothing 
of the sort. Then we handed him the revue LA PRESSE DE FRANCE. 
As he was reading the editorial, he showed excitement; his 
face was flushed with anger, and his astonishment was at its 
utmost. 


"These are nothing but pure inventions," he said, "The 
Patriarch does not say such things. Our Church is not, as 
this liar alleged, a captive, nor has it lost its prestige. 
All metropolitans of the Orthodox churches are appointed by 
us. In America alone, there are three hundred churches at= 
tached to us. And it is we who choose all the metropolitans 
of western Europe. We are most touched by Turkey's favorable 
attitude and regard toward our religion and religious activi- 
ties. 


"The report that the Bulgar, Rumanian and Yugoslav churches 
are dependent on the Moscow Patriarchate is likewise unfounded. 
Before the war, these churches were independent, and we are 
keeping up our relationship, Following the ex-communication 
visited in 1872 by the Patriarch on the Bulgarian Church, our 
relations with the latter were broken off, The Bulgarians 
have recently made overtures to us to renew relations. 


"The Bulgarian Exarch intends to come to Istanbul soon 
to kiss the hand of the Patriarch, Benjamin the First. We 
have never been oppressed by the Turkish Government. Ever 
since the time of Mohammed the Conqueror we have always been 
independent and our Church has been acting in accordance with 
the church laws. The journalist's allegation to the effect 
that the Regent and Metropolitan Damaskinos is a candidate 
for the Patriarchate is also unfounded, in that the Patriarch 
is chosen only from among the Istanbul Metropolitans; the 
journalist's statement is absolutely false." 
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Received: 8:00 p.m, 


Secretary of State 


Washngton 


1361, Thirtieth 


In brief talk to nation on occasion of Republicts 


twenty-second anniverscry, President Inonu said: 


"Despite « number of difficuities and lacks the Countrie!s 
internol situation 1s that of a nation determined end 
progressing, Our people's patriotism ond good sense are 
sound enough to distinguish from amongst various currents 
and intrigues the ways of security for country ond 

people. The country's external situation is limited like 
that of all the unitcd nations to the extent to which the 
ideal of peace wins out in the world, In any ense a sound 


national structure will frustrate the hopes of those abroad 


who may not wish our country well." 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, November 1, 1945. 


; c 
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™ 


Subject: First Meeting of the Party of National 


Resurgeney and Election of Executive 


Committee. 
i BAA 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


of the Executive Committee and 


Referring to previous despatches with respect to 

the establishment of the Mill1 Kalkinma Partisi (National 
Resurgency Party), especially my despatch No. 238, dated 
September 13, 1945, I have the honor to report that the 
Party elected its Executive Committee on October 20, 1945 
and on October 27, 1945, held its opening ceremony. 


In addition to Nuri erg. | who was elected President 
8 


eyin Avni Ulag, who was 


appointed General Secretary, the other six members of the 
Executive Committee are as follows: 


1. 


Li 


tfi Bornovali, member, is thirty-one years old 


and originates from Smyrna. He is a merchant. 


Salonicae 


26 


Ab 


durrahman Husseyin Sakar, member, is from 
Born in 1907, he attended the Ittihad Teralkki 


Lyceum and the Galata Sary. After being Assistant 
Director in various branches of the Ottoman Bank from 
1934 to 1939, he worked as News Editor in LA REPUBLIQUE. 
He then became agent of a firm 


3. 


Iz 


zet Mihlirdaroglu, member, is thirty years old. 


After completing his College studies in Istanbul he 
attended Grenoble University, France. Now he works as 
an insurance expert. 


SE Uni 


4. 


Ziya Ok, member, is forty years old. He origin- 
ates from Tarsus and completed his studies at the Ittihad 
Terakki Lyceum. He graduated from Robert College and 
also went to a French School. He participated in the 
national struggle of independence. He has built a factory 

..dn. Mersin and is now a merchante 


| 


Bokir Bogag 
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5. Bekir Bogag, member, is forty-five. He has 
studied in Robert College and Hungary. He is an agri- 
cultural engineer and knows English, French and Hungarian. 
He 1s now a contractor. 


6. Kemal Kacar, member, is twenty eight. He is a 
college graduate, knows Arabic and French, and is now a 
merchant. 


In a conversation with a member of this Mission on 
October 29, 1945, Ahmet Emin Yalman, editor of Vatan, 
commented on the youthfulness of the Executive Committee 
members and the fact that two of the six were graduated 
from Robert College, Istanbul. Mr. Yalman seemed to feel 
that the composition of the committee was much better 
than might have been expected and that it was not unlikely 
that some of the founders, including Nuri Demirag him- 
self, might be side-tracked and their original plan for 
a conservative=businessman's party replaced by a more 
liberal platform. 


Mr. William Kugeman, Jr. of IIIS, who attended a 
luncheon given by Mr. Demirag on October 22, 1945, 
reports that it is highly probable that the conservative 
Tasvir will be the main Ongena of the National Resurgency 
Party, at least until the Party can establish its own 
newspaper. Mr. Kugeman received the impression that the 
Party would concentrate on municipal elections this 
winter, in order to be in a position to contest the 
national elections scheduled for 1947. Mr. Demirag 
stressed to Mr. Kugeman the Party's interest in a program 
of economic development for Turkey, the key=stone of which 
would be a freer exchange of goods with the United States 
and an internal development facilitated by the partici-= , 
pation of foreign capital. Mr. Demirag also reiterated 
his strong opposition to the principle of "etatism". As 
the Department will observe, these are the same principles 
which Mr. Demirag outlined in a conversation with a member 
of the Embassy staff on September 4, 1945. (See Embassy's 
above-cited despatch No. 233). 


The opening ceremony of the Milli Kalkinma Partisi, 
which as previously indicated took place on October 27, 
1945, was attended by Mr. Aslan Humbaraci, news editor 
for {118 in Istanbul. Mr. Humbaraci characterized the 
audience as "strikingly poor, both in quality and quantity", 
and he said that there were no manifestations of any kind 
and very little applause. The mecting seems to have been 
attended by the Governor of Istanbul and several other 
municipal officials. Speeches were made by Nuri Demirag 
and Hiiseyin Avni Ulag, and Mr. Humbaraci was impressed by 
the "Favorable remarks towards the government which always 
followed any slight criticism". President Intni was 
Praised and the most critical remark made was that he 


pecurd not remain as President of the Republican Peoples 
arty. 


An amusing side ma was provided by the report that 
a. 


the Republican Peoples Party had expelled Mr. Demirag from 
the party "for having organized a political party before 


resigning 


~ = 3 = 


resigning from the older party, and for having made 

critical statements which were published in the news- 
papers", Mr. Demirag was interviewed by a correspondent 

for Vatan, and agreed that some twelve years ago he was 
President of a local branch of the Republican Peoples 

Party, but he said that since then he had been completely 
inactive and he was surprised that he was still registered 
as a party member. "Had I known that I was still registered 
with the party-I surely would have resigned", Mr. Demirag 
stated. 


The Embassy still finds it difficult to prophesy the 
possible future role of the Milli Kalkinma Partisi. If, 
however, as Mr. Yalman considers not unlikely, the party 
should come under the sway of younger and more liberal 
elements, it is possible that it may form a gathering 
point for those who are opposed to the present party and 
the Kemalist regime. In any event, it is a party in being, 
and having been granted recognition by the government, 
dissident elements may be disposed to join its ranks. 


= 






Respectfull 


Edwin C. Wilson 


File No. 800 
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INI Washington 

DIVISION ug 

ee ; EASTERN Sr 

AnB 3789, November 7, 9 a.m, 

SPA 

- Important article on Turkey eppzars in new Times 

ae number 11 (Nov 1, 1945). In KJ for first time occurs 
outright condemnation of "political regime" of Turkey. 
article states that friendship with Pascist Germany has 
made deep impression on regime, and that it does not 

Ny 
é. 4 give opportunity to progressive elements of country to 
\ exert "proper influence on policy. Recent talk of 


\ \y Gemgeracy in Turkish press is dismissed as windowdressing 


SvL-I11/00°L98 


AEM Se né& article declares that Turkey is one of few countries 
S which have remained apart from "processes of democrati- 
if, zation of social and political life". (Sent Dept as 
Aa ‘5789; repeated Ankara 70; London as 562.) 
AGP First third of article consists of condemnatory 
review of Turkey's policy during war, which is analyzed 
as having been at all times helpful to (Germany and unfriendly 


gn 
cus“. $Foward 


ESTRICTED 
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RESTRICTED 
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toward usar. Turkish neutrality, states account, protected 
Germany's Balkan flank. Turkey gave free passase to 

Axis warships throtigh straits. Excepting Germany's 
vassals, no country more highly valued strength of 

Germany and her chances of victory. After Red Arny 
victories of 1944, Ankara was sobered but it then re~ 
Placed its calculations of German victory with Equally 
fistaken ones of discord among Allies. 

Economic consequences of pro-German policy have been 
ruinous. Speculators were enriched by high German prices 
but mass poverty was increased even beyond earlier levels. 
Feudal survivals in agriculture were more sharply 
manifested. Kemalist labor protection laws and trade 
unions were liquidated. Article cited Reuter correspond— 
ent to effect that if Turkey cannot cope with Economic 
impoverishment internal political changes which could 
seriously influence foreign policy would be inevitable. 
Sharnly critical description was given internal political 
situation in Turkey, particularly of suppression of 
"democratic" newspapers such as TAN, 

Last third of article is devoted to appraising loss 

of prestige 
RESTRICTED 


RESTRICTED 
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of prestige in Balkans to which long friendship with 
Germany has brought Turkey. Turkey accused of having 
failed to fulfill its obligations in regard to its 
Balkan allies and of having ignored heroic struggle for 
independence of Balkan people and then after Red Army 
had freed Balkans of declaring its "solidarity" with 
Balkan peoples wee article asserts that plans of certain 
Turkish circles..to play leading role in Balkans are 
founded on sand. Turkey's attitude toward new progress-— 
ive regimes in Balkans and appeals of hired scribblers 
for armed intervention to restore pro-Fascist regimes 
has aroused alarm. Article refers to question raised by 
Belgrade newspaper BORBA whether Turkey really is Belkan 
country, since 97% of its territory is outside 3alkaons. 
Although Soviet press has frequently accused Turk and 
Greek "reactionaries" of planning Balkan bloc, this 
article significantly does not mention Greece. 

Ankara realizes that it has lost its prestige in 
Balkans, continues review, and is casting about for 
Exoedients such as Turko—Arab bloc advocated by reaction- 
ary YALCHIN. 

In conclusion 
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In conolugion, article warns Turkey that its policy 
of ignoring "deep changes which have taken place on 


international arena" can lead only to "negative results", 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, November 8, 1945. 


No. 329 i ¢ iu te 
RESTRICTED é 


Subject: Appointment of Nafi Atif Kansu as 
Secretary General of the Republican 
Peoples' Party. 


te 


A 


N 


RAs The Honorable 
= : The Secretary of State, 
. Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report that, according to 
an official announcement published in the ULUS, 
official organ of the Republican Peoples! Party, on 
November 1, 1945, President Ismet In&nt, in his 
capacity as Permanent President of the farty, has 
named Nafi Atif Kansu, Deputy for Kirkareli, to be 
Secretary General of the Party. Mr. Kansu had been 
Acting Secretary General of the Party since May 31, 
1945. 


The appointment of Mr. Kansu, while somewhat 
of a surprise to many political observers who had 
expected that a more vigorous personality would be 
selected for the position, is simply renewed confir- 
mation, if indeed any was needed, that the "old guard" 
group in the Republican Peoples! Party will remain 
firmly in the saddle. Further, the appointment dis- 
poses of the persistent rumor that Hasan Saka, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, would be named to the Secretary 
Generalship of the Party to make way for the appointment 
of Minister of Finance Nurullah Esat Silmer to the 
Foreign Affairs portfolio. 


Article 28 (c) of the Statutes of the Republican 


Peoples' Party provide as follows, with respect to the 
Secretary General: 


"The Secretary General is chosen from among 
the members of the General Executive Committee and 
exercises his functions on behalf of the Permanent 
Supreme Leader of the Party. The Secreta y General 
a tssues-the decisions of the Supreme Presi tigh 
"CF NE IniCouneil,!of the General Executive Committes a tof 

the Party Council and watches over their appli 4 
cation. He carries on communication with the 34 
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various branches of the Party and looks after 
questions concerning the Party. Applications 
are addressed to him. The Secretariat is also 
the authority to which the bodies corporate 
belonging to the Party are attached". 


Respectful TS, 


Edwin Pe 


File No. 800 
JEHorner/or 
To the Department in original and re ee 


cc: For the Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 





EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Noe 337 





Ankara, November 10, 1945. 


RESTRICTED 


Subject: Bulgarien Minister to Turkey Discusses 
Turkish-Bulgarian-Soviet Relations. 
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1/ “~ I have the honor to forward herewith the text in translation 


from Turkish of a report published in the Istanbul newspaper HURSES 
of November 7, 1945 regarding a statement made to representatives 
of the Turkish press by Mr. Nikola Antonov, Bulgarian Minister to 
Turkey, concerning Turkish-Bulgarian-Soviet relations, The same 
report was published in abbreviated form in the other leading 
Istanbul newspapers and in ULUS of Ankara on the same day. 


The Bulgarian Minister was quoted as asserting that Bulgaria 
4 and Turkey must perforce keep on good terms with each other be- 
cause of their geographical proximity; that Bulgarians have given 
® 4 up the "Greater Bulgaria" idea "because neither the political 
+ ‘ nor the social situation permits it -- Bulgaria will give up 
‘ 4 some of her ambitions in order to obtain peace in the Balkans"; 
pe! that Russia all through history has aided the Bulgarians, and 
ub that good Bulgarian-Soviet relations automatically tend to improve 
Bulgarian-Turkish and Soviet-Turkish relations. 


gvo1-11/00°L98 


It is the impression of officers of the Fimbassy from conver-~ 
sations with ordinary Turks that they are inclined to consider 
Bulgarians to be as much enemies of Tancey as Russians, but not 
so formidable, The Russian is regztded\with apprehension; the 
Bulgarian with contempt. 







Respectfully Xyours, 


/| 
[YA— : / 
; / dwin C. WitSon. 
Enclosure: cl. ff 


1/ HURSES article of November 7, 1945. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to restricted despatch No. 337, dated November 10, 1945, 
from American Embassy, Ankara, 





Unofficial Translation SOURCE: HURSES, 
Istanbul newspaper, 
November 7, 1945. 


Statement Made to Representatives of the Turkish Press by Mr. Nikola Antonov, 
Bulgarian Minister to Turkey 


Antonoff, Bulgarian Minister at Ankara, made the following statement 
to the press yesterday on the political situation of his country: 


"There cannot and should not be a question of any problem capable 
of harming Turkish-Bulgarian relations, for the geographical situation 
of the two countries renders it essential for them to be on good terms 
with each other. 

"The hopes for a greater Bulgaria cherished by the Bulgarian 
nation have been entirely abandoned because neither the political nor 
the social situation permits it. Bulgaria will give up some of her 
ambitions in order to obtain peace in the Balkans, Although Bulgarian- 
Greek relations are very strained at present, the political contacts 
made and the reconciliation of the churches will remedy this situation 
and secure a lasting peace. 

"Various rumors, true or otherwise, are being circulated about 
the Bulgarian domestic situation. There is a continuing effort to 
overcone domestic difficulties. I must beg to be excused from saying 
anything further in this respect, for it is known to all that the 
domestic political situation of a nation is closely related to inter- 
national policy, and it is not easy to state one's opinion in this 
respect. 

"As for Russian-Bulgarian relations: there are very close and 
sincere bonds between the two states which have long been in contact 
with each other because they are both Slavic and Orthodox in religion. 
We are sure that these bonds will continue to exist, for the Russian 
State has done the Bulgarians many good turns,as can be seen all through 
history. Bad relations between Russia and Bulgaria would also harm 
neighboring countries. Our sole desire is for events and Balkan 
peace to have results always in favor of our neighbors. 

"Russian-Bulgarian relations are very closely related to 
Turkish-Russian relations. Turkish-Bulgarian relations will thus 
improve automatically. From this point of view, we hope with all 
our heart for the improvement of Turkish-Russian relations, and we 
are sure that a successful outcone will be arrived at sooner or 
later." 


Y 





EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 34h Ankara, November 14, 1945« 


UNRESTRICTED 


Subject: Ahmet Enin Yalman Describes "Impressions Brought 
27 Three Americans from Kars and Ardahan." 
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With reference to the Embassy's despatchés No. 295," of dctober 
20, 1945, No.,292, of October 18, 1945 and Mo. 299, of October 23, 
1945, regarding a trip to Turkey's northeastern provinces undertaken 
by Commander Richard D, Sears (Assistant Naval Attaché), Mr. Turner 
T. Smith (Chief, Istanbul office, IRIS (formerly OSS), and Mr. Richard 
E. Gnade (Third Secretary of Embassy), I have the honor to forward 
herewith in translation from Turkish the text of an article written 
by Mr. Ahmet Emin Yalman for his newspaper VATAN, of Istanbul, Nov- 
ember 4, 1945, regarding certain impressions of this trip related to 
him in the course of a luncheon conversation with Mr. Gnade, Although 
a large part of the article is given by Mr. Yalman as a direct quota» 
tion, the wording is entirely Mr. Yalman! not Mr. Gnade's, 






Respectfully yous, 


eo 
Enclosurer (}. 1 Sg 


lf Text of article written by Mr. Ahmet Emin Yalman 
on trip to northeastern provinces which appeared 
in VATAN, Istanbul newspaper, November 4, 1945. 
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Enclosure No, 1 to unrestricted despatch Noe 344, dated 
November 14, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankaras 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: VATAN, Istanbul 
newspaper, 
November 4, 19456 


IMPRESSIONS BROUGHT BY THREE AMERICANS FROM KARS* AND ARDAHAN 


A Peaceful Turkish World where Only Turkish Is Heard, with Its 
Village Institutes, Schools and Halkevis Working, and 


with Its Mines and Other Enterprises Creating 


A Modern Technical Environment 








A Charming Story Told by Marshal Stalin at a Turkish-Russian 
Party on the Frontier, at the Time He Was Commissar 


of the Caucasus 





by 


AwE. Y. 


In the autumn of the year 1942, at the time of my trip to 
America with four journalist-colleagues of mine, I met a former 
Robert College teacher: his name is Gnade, From the years 
1936 to 1938, when he was living at Istanbul, he succeeded in 
learning excellent Turkish, and made himself at home in our 
country. 


At that time, Mr. Gnade was working with the American War 
Economic Organization. If anyone had a wrong idea about Turkey 
or took wrong action against our country, Mr. Gnade, grieved, 
would see to it that the correct information regarding us was 
published. 


Last 


aia 


Last year, Mr. Gnade came on duty to Ankara. The fact 
that he had also been my son's teacher strengthened our friend- 
ship still more, I made it a habit to meet him and call at 
his vineyard-surrounded house every time I went to Ankara, 

My visit to Ankara this time was an unusual and pleasant 
coincidence as I was with him on the very day the American 
note about the Straits was handed to our Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. I heard his account of a trip he made in eastern 
Anatolia. 


Mr. Gnade and two of his friends take their annual vaca— 
tions at the end of summer. This time, when wondering, "How 
shall we pass our vacation-time this year?", they thought it 
a good idea to see Kars and Ardahan which none of them had 
had the opportunity of seeing before. They immediately got 
busy, procured a jeep, and loading it at Istanbul on the 
SS TARI, set outs 


I leave the narration of the trip to Mr. Gnade himself. 
Here is what he told me about it: 


"Our trip from Istanbul on the Black Sea was splendid. 
We made friends with everyone on the ship. But when we 
reached Giresun, we were a little disappointed -—- You know, 
my friend Mr, Horner and I have become very fond of Turkish, 
oriental-style music. Sometimes, in the evenings, we go to 
places where oriental music is played. There we have often 
heard that pleasant Black Sea song with the refrain, 
Ugaklar, giya, giya.' In this song there is a passage 
which says: 'Giresundan kayklar, kizlar findik ayiklar' -- 
'From Giresun the lighters come out; the girls there are 
shelling hazelnuts.' This passage had made an impression 
on me, and I felt very happy as we approached Giresun. 
But I looked everywhere for the girls shelling hazelnuts. 
To my disappointment, there wasn't a single girl busy 
shelling hazelnuts. However, this did not keep me from 
completely enjoying my trip on the shores of the Black Sea. 
Each time the passage 'Ugaklar giya giya' is sung in the 
song 'Hoy deniz Karadeniz,' the listeners all shout 'giya 
giya,' and I, too, always joined in this chorus. I learned 
on my Black Sea trip that even a single song is capable of 
making one familiar with, and a part of, one's environment. 


"At Trabzon, we got into the jeep. We stayed one 
night at Gtimtigane,and two nights and one day at Erzurum, 
where we were guests at the Halkevi; we became acquainted 
and talked with the Inspector General, the Governor and 
high-ranking military officers. The President of the 
Halkevi, Mr, Murad, former Educational Counselor of the 
Inspectorate General, showed us the schools and ancient 
monuments of Erzurum. 


"As 


wis 


"As for Kars, Ardahan and Artvin, which were the 
goals of our trip, the cultural activity in these places 
interested us very much. Nowhere did we hear any language 
but Turkish, The Cilavuz Villege Institute gave us the 
impression of a center of civilization and culture, Nine 
hundred boys and twenty-four girls are now attending the 
Institute. The latter number should be considered a good 
figure if we take into account the ideas of the people in 
this district with respect to girls! taking up handicrafts. 
The Institute is functioning very well. Apart from its 
essential work, it also has an atmosphere of gaiety. 
Folk-dances like 'Sari Gigek' (Yellow Flower') spread 
cheerfulness everywhere, thanks to the efforts of the 
Institute. I did my bit to add to the atmosphere. I had 
brought with me my recorder, and I played a popular American 
cowboy song which I made resound in every corner of the 
Kars and Ardahan.mountains. In general, the efforts made 
by the Halkevis to revive folk-dances and songs have been 
most fruitful. The Halkevis in Trabzon and elsewhere have 
done fine work in this field, and «. have put out many 
excellent publications on this subject. 


"During our travel in the East, we made the acquaint= 
ance of Generel Naci Altug,a Turkish General with whom we 
took some trips, If I were a Turk, I would feel proud of 
my country for having such a man. I do not know General 
Altug's merits as a soldier — that is a matter beyond my 
professional knowledge and capacity. But I have every 
reason to believe that he is a most valuable element as a 
man and as a Turk, General Altug‘is the backbone of the 
Cilavuz Village Institute. He constantly encourages the 
villager to send his sons to school; he is a guide to 
everyone with respect to the Institute ; and a guide to 
the villager, whom he teaches to keep clean and live and 
work methodically. Here is the story I was told about 
the General by a villager: 


‘When the General came to our village, he asked 
whose house was the dirtiest. We showed him that 
house. The General said to the owner: "Next time 
I come here, I will call at your house. If it is 
clean, I will be your guest and have coffee." We 
like having guests and we like the General, too. We 
vied with each other in making our house the cleanest. 
When the General came back to the village, the house 
which had been the dirtiest had become the cleanest. 
The other houses became cleaner and tidier than 
ever before.! 


"Turkish hospitality is shown in Kars and Ardahan 
in its most bountiful aspect -- everywhere we were over— 
whelmed with courtesy and favors. One of the village 
aghas (elders) served us such a gargantuan meal as would 


"be 


-h- 


"be quite enough for eighty people, rather than the eight 
we had in our party. 


"When we got to Kars, one of the junior government 
officials there was getting married. We attended the 
ceremony and enjoyed it in a very friendly atmosphere. 


"I had read in magazines that Behget Kemal Gaglar 
did his military service at Kars and wrote poems about it. 
Taking advantage of my stay at Kars, I stopped in at a 
bookseller's to ask for these poems. When he told me he 
had none, I said that I was surprised the Kars bookshops 
did not have the poems written about this very locality. 
The bookseller had a ready answer and immediately replied: 
"As we all know these poems by heart, we don't need this 
book here.! 


"At Murgul, we visited the copper mine, which has not 
yet been put into activity. However, all the buildings 
and workers! quarters, which were in the most modern style, 
have been completed; all the required machinery has arrived 
and is being mounted; some of the engineers are young 
fellows who studied and had practical experience in Americe. 
This mine and its surroundings present a very pleasant 
aspect of technical progress. 


"I was amazed by the beauty of the places I visited, 
If I were a Turk, I would spend my holideys, not at 
Buyukada or the Bosphorus, but at Artvin, to enjoy clean 
mountain air, mountain sports, outdoor life... 


"The Acting Governor of Goruh, Sezai Harmankaya, told 
me a pleasant story. A number of years ago, when he was 
a district administrator in a small town on the Turkish- 
Russian frontier, he used to meet the Russians on the other 
side of the frontier quite often, and parties were given 
back and forth, he said. One night, when they accepted an 
invitation from the Russians, they found that among the 
guests was Stalin, who at that time was Commissar of the 
Caucasus, At Russian parties, it was customary for a 
chairman to be chosen to take charge of the affair. As 
Stalin was the highest ranking person, he was chosen to 
be chairman. As soon as he began his task of insuring 
complete amusement and creating an atmosphere of cheerful~ 
ness, he stipulated that everyone tell a story. And he 
himself started by recounting this one: 


‘Once upon a time, there was a man who was 80 
kind and good that he was allowed to visit Paradise 
even before dying. Under the guidance of an angel, 
he proceeded to wander under the green trees of 
Paradise. Then, to his surprise, he saw a tree 
completely hung with oil-lamps, "What is this?", 


"he 


— 


"he asked the angel, who replied: "These lamps 
represent human lives. As soon as the oil ina 
lamp is used up, the man whose lamp it is, dies." 
The man was amcious to see his own lamp. And what 
did he see? The oil in it was about to be used upe 
As for his wife's, it was full to the brim. He 
earnestly begged the angel to pour some of the oil 
from his wife's lamp into his. The angel could not 
refuse his supplication, and agreed. As oil was 
being poured from one lamp into the other, there was 
a sudden flash of light accompanied by a great noises 
The man opened his eyes. In the excitement of his 
dream -~ for it was only a dream -- seeing all this 
spectacle of Paradise, he rolled about so much in 
bed that his wife, who was disturbed, had awakened 
him with a kick ...! 


"Sezai Harmankaya is very fond of the violin ee. 
And I played my recorder. We passed a pleasant time. 


"On my way back, I stopped at Hopa and Rize. At 
Rize, we visited the works and plantations for tea-culture, 
I landed at Samsun and drove by jeep back to Ankara. I 


am still full of the pleasure of my trip. I am very 
grateful for the courtesy and hospitality shown to us,!"! 


set 
The article is accompanied by two pictures: 
"(1) A fine view at Artvin. 


"(2) Impressions of Mr. Gnade's trip to Kars and Ardahan: 
Mr. Gnade and his friends with General Naci Altug. " 
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= __I have the honor to report that the Istanbul newspaper 
TASVIR of October 27 and October 29, 1945 published in two 
articles Mr. K&miran Gelebi's report of interviews which 
were given to Mr. Gelebi at Amman by the Emir Abdullah of 
Trans-Jordan. The following points from the articles may 
be of interest to the Department -~ 


1. The Emir said that he had postponed a trip to 

London planned at a time when the Churchill Government 

was in office, "but when the English Government changed, 
my journey vanished like a stray thought." TASVIR adds 

in a footnote, "According to reports issued by the 
Anatolian Agency, the Emir has now again decided to 

make a trip to London." Apparently the Labor Govern= 

ment has renewed the invitation extended by Mr. Churchill's 
Government. 


2. ‘The Emir spoke very cordially regarding Turkey. 
"The Arab world badly needs the leadership of a strong 
Turkey. Unfortunately Turkey is neglecting the Arabs; 
she is not showing any sympathy for them, Turkey's 
interests are not in the Balkans, but in the East. In 
the recent disastrous war years, Turkey underwent some 
very critical moments, When German armies invaded the 
Balkans, I was very much afraid for Turkey. At that 
time the world was not yet ready to crush the German 
evil, Had Turkey been compelled to make war, I would 
have entered the Turkish Army as volunteer number ones 


"I cannot read Turkish newspapers" (because he does 
not know the new Turkish written in Latin characters even 
though he speaks the language fluently) "but I regularly 
follow the Turkish news on the radio. When problems con= 
nected with the Straits and with Kars and Ardahan were 
brought up, I felt great dismay. I was as much afflicted 
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"as though I were about to lose a part of my ow country. 
Today Turkey is stronger than ever before. As stated by 
the esteemed Inénti, Turkey makes no claim whatsoever to 
the territory of another country. If there is any 
country having claims on her territory, her arms will 
speak, Turks are brave, honest, and keep their word. 
The new Turkish generation should try to understand the 
Arabs. They are their closest friends in the world." 


3. Regarding the Arab Union, the Emir was most en= 
thusiastic. Concerning Greater Syria, he said: This 
"is a part of the Arab Union. Greater Syria does not 
yet exist but it should be formed, The Fertile Crescent 
must come into existence -- from Akaba to the Turkish 
frontier." 


4. Emir Abdullah told his interviewer that he hoped 
soon to come to Turkey: "My visit will be of a strictly 
private character, but I would be extremely happy to 
present my respects to your most esteemed President 
Inénti. " 


5 The Trans—Jordan Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, 
and Minister of Interior gave a statement to the rep- 
resentative of TASVIR for publication in Turkey: "Deep 
in our hearts we cherish for your country and people 

the best feelings of regard and attachment. It is 

with great interest that we follow events oceuring in 
Turkey, and our wish has always been to see her prosper- 
ing. Furthermore, we i wants to see Turkey more 


. interested in the Arab c 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 






or mS 07 November 23rd, 1945. 
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My dear Secretary of State, 

Mr. Bevin has asked me to give you 
the enclosed personal message from him about 
the recent unfortunate leakage about Turkey. 
You will remember that when I had the pleasure 
of seeing you at dinner here with Mr. Attlee on 
November 13th I mentioned to you the mis- 
understanding about our Ambassador at Ankara. 

Believe me, 
my dear Secretary of State, 


_ 


Yours very sincerely, QJ 


Mak ods 


The Honourable 
James F. Byrnes, 


Secretary of State of the United States, 


_ Washington, D. Gc. 


H/so 
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Personal Message for Mr. Byrnes from Mr. Bevin. 


I have made the most thorough enquiries 
into the origins of the leakage regarding your 
Turkish proposals, about which you spoke to Mr. 
Attlee on November llth. I am glad to say that ay 
I am satisfied that the Foreign Office were not AS 
responsible for this. Sulzberger was given no : 
information on this subject by any member of my ; 
department. MN 

I understand that when you spoke to Mr. a 
Attlee your information was that His Majesty's q 
Ambassador at Angora had shown your proposals — 


the American Ambassador there. This is not, mi 


~ 


however, in accordance with the facts. Sir Maurice 
Peterson states that he did not show the draft to 

his United States colleague. He discussed with nim (a 
the various points which were under discussion ~~ 
between London and 'Yashington and no doubt showed 

a knowledge of the American point of view which 

the United States Ambassador did not himself 
apparently possess. I instructed His Majesty's 


Einbassy/ 


Embassy in Washington to let the State Department 
know informally of Sir Maurice Peterson's 


explanation. 


I am very sorry that you have been 
bothered by this leakage but I do not honestly 
think it was our fault. 


RECEIVED. 
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Ze Referring to the Embassy's despatches No. 798, dated 
September 21, 1944, No. 1085, dated February 19, 1945, and 
No. 1189, dated April 6, 1945, all on the subject, "Pan- 
Turanian Movement in Turkey," I have the honor to report 
that on October 24, 1945, the Penal Chamber of the Military 
Court of Cassation at Ankara, on appeal, reversed the sen- 
tences of the ten Pan-Turanianists convicted by the First 
Martial Law Court of Istanbul on March 29, 1945, and referred 
their cases to the Second Martial Law Court of Istanbul for 
anew trial. Although the grounds for the reversal have not 
been made public, it is understood they were based on lack 
of sufficient evidence, 


in commenting upon the action of the Court of Cassation, 
Mr. Ali Nur Bozcali of the staff of the Embassy points out 
that "in military judicial procedure, the method of designa- 
ting another court of identical jurisdiction for the re-trial 
of a case in which the sentences have been reversed by the 
Court of Cassation is quite frequently followed in order not 
to cause embarrassment to the first court and to prevent its 
authority and prestige from being impaired," Mr, Bozcali then 
continues: 


"In accordance with the above decision of the Military 
Court of Cassation, the substance of which was communicated 
by wire to the Commander of the Istanbul Martial Law Zone, 
Prof. Zeki Velidi Togan, Reha Oguz Tiirkkan, Cihat Savagfer, 
Nurullah Bariman and Nihal Adsiz were promptly released. 
The other five convicts had been set free earlier since 
they had already served their sentences, the period of 
their confinement before and during the trial having been 
taken into account. 


“As 
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"As regards the next step in this affair, it is 
obvious that the decision of the Penal Chamber of the 
Military Court of Cassation does in no way constitute 
an acquittal. That is to say, the case will have to 
be tried over again. As indicated above, the next trial 
will take place before the Second Martial Law Court here 
and not the original court responsible for the judgment 
now cancelled. Should the Second Martial Law Court decide 
to submit to the decision of the Court of Cassation and 
not uphold the decision of the sister-court, the charge 
on which the new trial will be based will not require the 
further detention of the accused. If, however, the decis- 
ion of the First Martial Law Court is upheld by the new 
court, the accused may be re-arrested, and the case will 
have to go for final decision to the General Assembly of 
the Military Court of Cassation, a body representing all 
the chambers of the said court. However, it looks as if 
the matter would be referred to the said supreme instance 
even before coming to Istanbul, since reports indicate 
that the Chief Prosecutor of the Military Court of Cassation 
has objected to the aforementioned decision of the Penal 
Chamber. 


"The two martial law courts referred to are special 
military tribunals set up under enactments No. 3832 of 
May 22, 1940, and No. 4106 of August 11, 1941, relating 
to Martial Law. Their jurisdiction is absolutely iden- 
tical, the next superior instance being the Military Court 
of Cassation at Ankara," 


In so far as the Embassy has been able to ascertain, the 
action of the Court of Cassation has caused hardly any stir, 
either in the press or among the general public, and it seems 
to be taken for granted that the reversal was in accord with 
established judicial forms. Moreover, the Embassy has not 
heard of any adverse comment from Moscow Radio, which in the 
past has been extremely critical of Turkey's "toleration" of 
the Pan-[uranian movements 
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= Referring to the Embassy's despatch No. 316 dated C 
November 1, 1945, on the subject, "First Meeting of the c 
Party of National Resurgency and Election of Executive es 
Committee," I have the honor to report that Htseyin ss 
Avni Ulag, one of the founders of the Milli Kalkinma eae 
Partisi (Party of National Resurgency) has resigned : 


as President of the Party's Administrative Council. i 
Nuri Demirag, President of the Milli Kalkinma $ 
Partisi, 1s quoted by the conservative Istanbul news- a 


paper TASVIR of November 22 as follows: 


"Our whole aim in setting up the Milli Kalkinma 
Partisi was to create a democratic movement springir 
from the conscience of the people, and based upon tle 
sincere vote of the nation. Our party has no connection 
whatsoever with previous parties. We have no connection 
with the former Terakki Perver Partisi (Progress Party), 
nor have we any intention of fol lowing out its program. 
The Milli Kalkinma Partisi is not a second group, nor 
is ita revolutionary organ. We wish to continue our 
policy, which is based on right and justice. There 
exists no one amongst us capable of illegal action, 
whereas the old Terakki Perver Partisi was known for 
such action. 








"At the opening ceremony of our party, Hilseyin 
Avni Ulag made an addition to his speech, which had been 
prepared beforehand, in which he said that the Milli 
Kalkinma Partisi was a continuation of the Terakki 
Perver Partisi.s. A basic difference of concept on this 
point thus was manifested, and this must be why Hiseyin 
Avni Ulag resigned." 


g/so 
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Mr. Ulag also made a statement, to the correspondent 
of the conservative Istanbul newspaper CUMHURIYET, to 
the following effect: 


"It is true that I have resigned from the Presidency 
of the Administrative Council of the Milli Kalkinma Partisi 
and from membership in the party also. However, it is 
untrue that I have done so because of pressure from tle 
party, of which I was one of the founders. The sole reason 
for my resignation is that a difference of opinion arose 
between my colleagues and myself which impeded our fol- 
lowing a mutually agreed upon course of action. TI shall 
explain the nature of this difference of opinion at the 
appropriate time." 


The statement of Mr. Demirag to the effect that Mr. 
Ulag was endeavoring to make the Milli Kalkinma Partisi 
the spiritual successor of the former Terakki Perver 
Partisi is of considerable interest; however, the alleged 
fact that Mr. Ulas made a statement to that effect in 
his speech delivered on October 27 on the occasion of 
the opening meeting of the Milli Kalkinma Partisi was 
not remarked by the news editor of 1118, who attended 
the ceremony, nor was it mentioned by any Turkish news- 
paper, either then or subsequently. 


As the Department's files will indicate, the 
Terakki Perver Partisi was launched in 1924 by Rauf Orbay, 
who nad been president of the Council of Ministers from 
July 10, 1922, until August 13, 1923, and who later 
quarrelled with Kemal Atatirk because of the chauvinistic 
and dictatorial policies followed by the Ankara Government. 
The Terakki Perver Partisi attracted to it a number of 
diverse elements, including Hilseyin Avni Ulag, and among 
its sympathizers was Atattrk's close friend, Fethi Okyar, 
who took office as Prime Minister (for the second time) 
on July 28, 1924, 


According to a leading authority ("Turkey" by Arnold 
J. Toynbee and Kenneth P. Kirkwood), the Terakki Perver 
Fartisi contained the following elements: “there were, 
first of all, a large number of people, including former 
"Young Turkish' politicians, many ‘intellectuals', and 
Conservative Royalists faithful to the ancien regime 
who increasingly disapproved of the revolutionary reforms... 
Secondly, there were those memhers, numbering thousands, 
of the religious orders whose vested interests were being 
threatened by the new regime;;.Thirdly, there was the 
large cosmopolitan population of Constantinople, which 
viewed with dismay..." the possible decline of that city. 


In Februery, 1925, a Kurdish revolt broke out, and 
Fethi Okyar, accused of being half-hearted in suppressing 
it, was sent as Ambassador to Paris. Ismet Inbni was 
installed as Prime Minister (March 5, 1925) with 


"exceptional 


"exceptional and extensive military and judicial powers, 
and the Terakki Perver Partisi disbanded. 


With this background, it is not surprising that 
Nuri Demirag should be unwilling to have his new party 
associated with the name of a party which, despite its 
"liberal" aspects, cannot but be regarded by many Turks 
of the younger generation as "reactionary." 


Further developments in connection with the Milli 
Kalkinma Partisi will be reported to the Department. 


Respectfully y Hs 
_ s 
F Ww ilson 
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Af iat have “the honor to enclose copies of an article 


entidled, "ataturk's Suecessors", which appeared in 
the London Times on November lst. 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


Kilt Oe 
Robert Coe 
Second Secretary of Embassy 


Enclosures: 


5 copies of article as above. 
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ATATURK’S 





SUCCESSORS 





MOVE FOR MORE. FREEDOM IN 


TURKISH 


POLITICS 


CHALLENGE TO THE PEOPLE’S PARTY 
From Our Istanbul Correspondent 


‘When President Indnii opens the new 
session of the Turkish Parliament to- 
day he will probably make a state- 
ment on his intentions regarding the 
extension of democratic liberties. The 
Turkish régime has been lately the target! 
‘of sharp criticism on’this subject, both| 
abroad and at home. 

‘The Russian Press and wireless have, 
for some time, directed a flow of violent 
or sarcastic attacks against Turkish politi- 
cal institutions and leaders, whom they’ 
describe as Fascists and reactionaries. The 
Balkan Press and wireless under Russian 
control, like Belgrade, Bucharest, and 
Sofia, followed suit with the obvious object 
of discrediting the Turkish régime. There 
has also been in Turkey itself a movement, 
which has gained impetus recently, 
demanding democratic reforms in con- 
formity with the principles of the United| 
Nations Charter. 

The demand for a wider and more direct 
popular share in the management of 
Public affairs is the consequence of the 
profound changes brought about in the 
Social structure of the country by the 
Kemalist régime during the last 22 years. 
Under the Ottoman Empire the Turkish 
element was divided into two classes: the 
Peasants and the ruling class of officials— 


all administrative and military posts. 
There was almost no middle class 
Turkey. Wholesale and retail commerc 
industry, banking, the professions, and 
leven skilled labour were the preserve] 
fof foreigners or non-Turkish minority 
jelements. 


GROWING MIDDLE CLASS 

‘The abolition of the capitulations and| 
the loss of large parts of the empire, 
with the reduction of national minonties 
to their present small numbers, enabled. 
the Turks to enter the trades and pro- 
fessions. They have made good use of 
the opportunity, and to-day there is a 
Turkish middle class of growing prosperity 
and influence. These successful business- 
men, bankers, physicians, barristers, 
engineers, shopkeepers, and mechanics 
are restive at the exclusive and excessive 
power of the effendi and are 
demanding, with increasing insistence, a 
larger and more active share in the 
politi 


ife of the country. 
‘The peasants constitute about three- 


quarters of the total population of 
Turkey. Sturdy, hard-working, full of 
common sense but undemonstrative, they 
have become wealthy during the’ war 
Although occasionally grumbling about 
their condition, they have made no 
attempt at a political organization like 
the agrarian parties in other Balkan 
lcountries. Perhaps they will do so when 
pelitical conditions such 
initiative, 

‘The development of Turkish industries 
in recent years has increased the working- 
class. Since the suppression of the old 
guilds Turkish labour has been deprive 
‘of professional organization, but 
‘creation of a new Ministry of Labour m: 
lead to legislation for social assistance and 
insurance, and eventually to the establish- 
ment of trae unions. Communist propa- 

ieved to be active in Turkey, 
impossible to tell how far Turkish 
labour has been influenced by it, 


POSSIBLE REFORMS 
‘The demand for the democratization of 
‘Turkish political institutions will probably 
lead to some changes, but it is difficult to 
foretell how far these will go.. There 
have been some attempts at organizing, 
new political pa 





‘or effendi class—which held practically |! 


| 


control of national economy. Okyar was 
a close friend of Ataturk, and, rather than 
face conflict with him as leader of a rival 
party, dissolved his own party. Since then 
the People’s Party has had no competition. 

lin 1935 its fundamental principles were 
incorporated in the Turkish Constitution. 

The movement which began a few 
months ago in favour of more freedom in 
‘Turkish political life is not confined to 
lopponents of the People’s Party. Some of 
its own members, restive at the party’s iron 
discipline, claim’ the right to differ from 
{their colleagues in the interbretation of the 
party's programme. In that programme 
there are six principles:—Support of the 
republican régime, laicization of the State, 
nationalism, popular democracy (without 
class distinctions), evolution (in the sense 
lof adaptation to changing conditions), and 
nationalization or State control of key 
lenterprises. 

Of these six principles, the one meeting 
‘with general approval is support of the re- 
publican régime. Alter many centuries of 
power, the Imperial Ottoman dynasty 
vanished unregretted. The other five prin- 
ciples are subject to wide discussion and 
lcontroversy, even among adherents of the 
People’s Party. Some of the party's mem- 
bers are much attached to their Muslim 
faith and would like to see religion revived 
sd ; others are lukewarm to- 

some are even atheists. 
Some are nationalists in a broad-minded 


j| Way. while others incline towards chauvin- 


ism and even Pan-Turanism. There are 
those who favour the continuation of en- 
lightened rule by the élize, and others who 
demand popular government representa- 
tive of the masses. 

‘The pace at which changes are to be 
made opposes conservatively minded 
people to Radicals and left-wing ideo- 
ogists. Though State ownership or con- 
trol of transport, key industries, banks, 
and mines is now almost complete, there 
is still controversy between those sup- 
porting its maintenance and extension 
fand those demanding its curtailment in 
favour of private enterprise. 

‘These cofiflicting views have lately been 
aired in the Turkish Parliament and Press 
with such vigour and insistence that some 
change is inevitable in the political institu- 
tions of the country, or rather in the 

nner in which the Turkish Constitutis 
is to be put into practice. All seem 
lon the desirability of freer play in the 
working of the political system, but dis 
agreement begins when the extent and 
pace of such changes are discussed. 


TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT 

There are two schools of thought. The | 
first believes that the Turkish people have 
attained a political maturity which vouches 
[for stability. and progress. They. cl 
that is no danger of internal 
upheavgls and that nations must go 
through political controversy and strife to| 
lacquife political experience, otherwise 
they are condemned to stagnation. They 
insist on the People's Party relinquishin, 
its privileged position, and on a {ree Pres 
and free elections. According jto them,| 
the President of the Republic should either! 
abandon the leadership of the People’s 
Party and be content to be head of State 
above party strife, or the Constitution 
should be amended on American lines, 
allowing the President to retain the leader- 
ship of his party on condition that other 
political parties have an equal right and 
chance of access to power. 

‘Those who disagree—and they are to 
be found mainly in the People’s Party— 
admit that some relaxation of existing 
restrictions is need 














they a ‘ 
insist on the People’ 


abandon the leadership of the People’s 
Party and be content to be head of State 
above party strife, or the Constitution 
should be amended on American lines, 
allowing the President to retain the leader- 
ship of his party on condition that other 
political parties have an equal right and 
chance of access to power. 

Those who disagree—and they are to 
be found mainly in the People’s Party— 
admit that some relaxation of existing 
restrictions is needed, but they insist that 
changes ought to be cautious and gradual. 
They argue that 22 years is too short a 
time in which to complete the conversion 
of a nation from a theocratic autocracy 
to free democratic institutions. If changes 
must be made, they should be so made 
as not to imperil the prosecution of 
Atatiirk’s reforms. They point out that 
there are in the country reactionaries who 
have never become reconciled to.the new 
régime, and also left-wing extremiSts whose 
activities might cause political and social 
upheavals. They think that in the un- 
te } . settled state of international affairs, and 
position ; its agents duplicate administra-|especially in view of the unsatisfactory 

tive officials, checking their activities and| trend of Turco-Russian relations, internal 

their efficiency in carrying out the party's|commotions might easily lead to external 

programme. complications. They say that, although 
| In the last 22 years there have been|Turkey has made good progress under 

several attempts at opposition, but they|the new régime, much has still to be done 
\|withered before the hostility of the|before the full realization of Atatiirk’s 
\)People’s Party. The last potentially seri-|reforms can be claimed. They are anxious 
‘}ous opposition came in 1930, when Fethi|to have any necessary changes introduced 
| Okyar, a former Prime Minister and later|during the lifetime of President Indnii, 
}}Ambassador to London, organizéd a|whose wisdom, experience, and authority 
:|Liberal Party with a programme, mainly |are guarantees of an orderly political 
\Jeconomic, opposed to the growing State| transition. 















POSSIBLE REFORMS 


The demand for the democratization of 
|| Turkish political institutions will probably 
|| lead to some changes, but it is difficult to 
| foretell how far these will go. There 
) have been some attempts at organizing 
/ new political parties, but so far they have 
4 not led to definite results. 
| The present movement for democratic 
| reform is directed against the privileged 
|| Position of the People’s Party. The party 
|| was* founded by Atatiirk in 1922 as the 
‘instrument of his reforms. President 
Indnii succeeded Atatiirk as leader of the 
party, and it became an assumption that 
the President of the Republic should. be 
leader of the People’s Party, with the 
Prime Minister as deputy leader. In this 
way the party has exclusive power in the 
State and the privileges of a semi-official 
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EMBASSY OF THE ET 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 








No, 373 Ankar{ 
DIVISION OF 
MIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS 
UNRESTRICTED 


Subject: First Member of Ottoman Dyn 
to Visit Turkey Since Family's Banishment Comes 
to Istanbul. 






‘! The Honorable H 
; The Secretary of State, A j 
> Washington, | i 





: Sirs 


" 
With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 908 /or November 
21, 1944, regarding the scant notice taken in Turkey of the death 
of the former Ottoman Caliph Abdul Majid in exile in France, I 
have the honor to report that according to the Ankara and Istanbul 
press, Princess Dir Esh-Shehvar, wife of the Prince of Berar, heir 
to the throne of Hyderabad, passed through Ankara by British Overseas 
Airways plane on November 19, 1945, on her way to Istanbul for a 
few days' visit to friends. While she is in Istanbul she will “ 
40! reside in the British Embassy, She will later return to India. — 
+ ad _— 
ok The visit of the Princess of Berar is interesting because she 
is the-first member of the former Ottoman dynasty to be permitted 
| to visit Turkey since the expulsion of the entire family from Turkish 
[soil in 1924. Article 2 of Law No. 431 of March 3, 192k (published 
in the Official Gazette No. 63 of March 6, 1924) states: 


"The former Caliph as well as all the male members and 
the women belonging to the former Ottoman dynasty, and likewise 
the men who have married into the family are deprived, in 
perpetuity, of the right of residing within the territory of 
the Republic of Turkey ..." 


Gryee-11/900° L433 


The press reports that on November 2] the Princess was visited 
by the head of the Private Secretariat, 
President's Aide-de-Camp, and received 
President. 





Vilson. 3 
File No. 800.1/030 5 
REGnade/bb ~~ 
Original and hectégraph to Department = 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs;—Vepartment of State on 
American Consulate, Madras \ DOR 
American Mission, New Nelhi ec NU 


ars 


NE Grit 


Codd 


oo epnx ro fy Si 


pe 





7 <. 
EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
j 
beetl 
No. 372 
RESTRICTED 
Subject: By-Elections in Five Constituencies 
to be Held on December 2, 1945. 
i 
. Das I 
The Honorable j aoe Suite 
The Secretary of State, , 
Washington. a ew 38 
Sir: \ 
I have the honor to give below, in translation 
from the French, the text of a brief announcement made 
by Prime Minister Sikri Saracoglu, in his capacity as 
Vice President of the Republican Peoples’ Party, to 
the "secondary" electors of Turkey. ‘The announcement og) 
was published in the bulletin of the semi-official fey) 
ANADOLU AJANSI of November 24, 1945. ~ 
° 
"1. The Republican Peoples! Party will not c 
designate candidates for the by-elections Cc 
é (for the Grand National Assembly) which Nn 
7% will take place on December 2, 1945, in _ 
qe? the Vilayets of Kocaeli, Istanbul, Izmir, - 
qv Denizli and Mugla. \ 
tf 
"2. In these elections, the secondary electors oO 
of the Republican Peoples! Party are not KR 
obliged to vote forcandidates of their Ol 


party. 


"I bring to the attention of the secondary electors 
the decision of the Executive Committee of the 
Republican Peoples! Party relative to the by- 
elections in question." 


The official statement given above confirms the 
rumors, current for some time, that the party would 
adopt the same principle followed Guring the by-elections no 
held on June 17, 1945 in refraining from nominating ma 
official candidates (See Embassy's despatch No. 8, } 
dated June 14, 1945 on the subject, "Internal Political 
Affairs; Rumored Formation of New Political Party; 





Government's Decision to Hold "Free" By-Elections," ra 
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and No. 32 dated June 25, 1945 on the subject "Aftermath 
of By-Elections of June 17, 1945.") The second numbered 
paragraph of the above announcement presumably means that 
the secondary electors are not obliged to vote for party 
"members," since the first numbered paragraph clearly 
indicated that no "candidates" are to be selected. If 
this supposition is correct, the uncertainty which pre- 
vailed during the last by-elections over the question of 
whether non-party candidates might be chosen by the 
secondary electors should be resolved. 


As the Embassy has reported previously, the "secon- 
dary" electors are nominees of the Republican Peoples! 
Party, and, nominally at least, are party members. 
However, as the by-elections held on June 17, 1945 
clearly showed, these "secondary" electors are too 
numerous, to be counted on to elect in all cases candi- 
dates supporting the present party directorate, in the 
absence of "official" candidates. 


Although in the past several days the press has 
speculated with regard to possible candidates in the 
coming by-elections, no candidate has as yet officially 
tossed his hat in the ring. The list of candidates 
should provide an important clue to the way in which 
politically-minded Turks are thinking today. 


fawin et. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICAy, 

Tegarimant of Shae 


No. 387 Ankara, November 29, 1945. 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Deputy Rifik Koraltan Expelled from 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican 
People's Party, 






f Ady 
we 


The Honorable / ri 
The Secretary of State, 4 ee 'k Mai J 
“Washington. oie ti, 





Sir: 


tr With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 260, dated 
-September 28, 1945, on the subject, "Expulsion from the 
Republican People's Party of Deputies Adnan Menderes and 
Fuat K&prttiltt," and despatch No, 268, dated October 5, 1945, 
on the subject, "Criticism of Saracoglu Government by Deputy 
Rifik Koraltan," I have the honor to report that the General 
Council of the Assembly Group of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
(Republican People's Party) voted on November 27, 1945 to 
expel Rifik Koraltan, Deputy for Igel, from membership in 
the Party. 


According to the Party's official organ, ULUS, of Nov- 
ember 28, a "decision" handed down from the Supreme Presiden- 
tial Council of the Party was made the first order of business 
of the Assenbly Group on November 27. This "decision" charged: 
"The conceptions and wording of the statement of Rifik Koraltan, 
which appeared in VATAN of October 2, 1945, necessitate his 
expulsion from the Party according to the Party regulations." 
After a brief defense by Mr. Koraltan of his criticisms of the 
Party, which he said fell within the permissive scope of the 
Party regulations, a vote was taken, and it was decided -— 280 
against 1 —- that Mir. Koraltan be expelled. 


As is customary, the account which appeared in ULUS was 
rather bare of facts, reading more like an official communicué 
than a news report. For example, the newspaper did not indi- 
cate the number of Deputies who might have been present but not 
voting, nor the number of absentees; because the meeting was 
held in camera, this information is not reliably obtainable 
elsewhere, It would appear, however, that there were about 
120 Deputies, members of the Assembly Group, who did not take 
part in the voting, but whether or not they were present at the 
meeting is unknown, Similarly, the identity of the one Deputy 
who voted against the majority decision is not known, although 
it is generally believed that it was Mr. Koraltian himself. 
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A point of some interest results from the wording 
of the ULUS story, which gives the impression that the 
Assembly Group simply was called upon to ratify the de- 
cision already reached by the Supreme Presidential Council 
of the Party. This Council consists of three persons: 
President Ismet Intntl, as President General of the Party, 
(more usually known as "Supreme Permanent Leader"); Prime 
Minister Stikrti Saracoglu, as Vice President General, and 
the Secretary General, Nafi Atif Kansu. Of these three, 
obviously the most important is President Intntl, and it 
would appear, therefore, that it was on his initiative 
that Mr. Koraltan followed his friends and colleagues, 
Deputies Menderes and K&pritlt, out of the Party fold. 


As reported in the penultimate paragraph of the 
Embassy's above-cited despatch No. 268, Mr. Koraltan 
apparently courted the disciplinary action of the Party 
through his statement critical of the Saracoglu Government 
which appeared in VATAN of October 2, 1945. He had taken 
this step as a means of demonstrating his solidarity with 
Deputies Menderes and K§prttltt, who previously had been 
expelled from the Party for indulging in "destructive" 
criticism, 


The question naturally arises as to the course of action 
these three Deputies will take in the future. There have 
been rumors current for several weeks that former Prime 
Ministers Rauf Orbay and Cel&l Bayar intended to form a 
Demokrat Halk Partisi (Democratic People's Party), a rumor 
which has been denied by both of the leading characters, 
That there is, however, such a Party envisaged seems reason— 
ably clear, and probably Deputies Menderes, K¥prtilti and 
Koraltan would be its natural leaders. What seems to be 
contemplated, judging by nothing much more substantial than 
persistent rumor, is the same sort of fission as the Democratic 
Republican Party underwent in the United States in the 1820's; 
that is, the division of the present Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
(Republican People's Party) into two opposing groups, each 
claiming to be the spiritual heir of the original party. It 
is the concensus of most observers here, however, that no 
action will be taken in this regard until the repressive Press 
Law, Law on Organization, and certain other laws shall have 
been repealed. 


For 


aj 


For information regarding Mr. Koraltan, the Department's 
attention is respectfully called to a Confidential Biographic 
Data Report prepared on November 6, 1945. 


_ ; eth. 
Edwin C. 
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No. 401 
Le, ne 
SECRET “Can tment oF oth 
Subject: Probable Impending Formation of 


Demokratik Halk Partisi (Democratic 


eoples' Party). 
Pus 


ay fo. 4 
ge’ f 


With reference to previous despatches from the 
Embassy with respect to the possible formation of 
one or more additional opposition political parties, 
especially despatch Noe 218 dated September 5, 1945, 
on the subject, "Internal Political Situation; 
Rumored Impending General Elections and Formation 
of New Cabinet," I have the honor to enclose a copy 
of an interesting memorandum dated November 14, 1945, 
prepared by the Embassy's Indrmation Officer, 

Ge Huntington Damon. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirs 


The memorandum reports a conversation with a 
source whose reliability is not established, but who 
is said to be closely connected with several of the 
leading political figures who might be termed "mem- 
bers of the opposition." It will be noted that this 
source claims that in the near future a new party 
to be called the Demokratik Halk Partisi (Democratic 


Peoples! 
Minister 
Menderes 
Partisi; 
from the 
Menderes 


Party) will be f 


ormer Prime 


ormed, wit 
Celal Bayar as Chairman and Deputy Adnan 
(recently expelled from the Cumhuriyet Halk 
see despatch No. 260 on the subject "Expulsion 
Republican Peoples! Party of Deputies Adnan ‘ 
and Fuat Kbpriltl) as Secretary General. The 


ULOTS wana TO | 


source also indicates that former Turkish Foreign 
Minister Dr. Tevfik Risttk Aras and Deputy Fuat Kbprti1t 
(also recently expelled from the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi; 
see Embassy's above-cited despatch No. 260) are to be 
leading members. The platform of the proposed new 

party is said to be "based on a return to the pure pro- 


gram of Atatirk, liberalized and developed to meet 
present conditions." 


Perhaps 





Sree. 
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Perhaps the most interesting part of the memorandum 
is that deali with apparent connection-of Marshal 
Fevzi Galmak, ime Minister from May 20 to July 9, 1921, 
and from July 31, 1983 to August 12, 1923; Acting Foreign 
Minister three times for brief periods; a one time Deputy, 
and Chief of Staff virtually from the foundation of the 
Republic until January, 1944, when he was retired on 
account of age. Marshal Gakmak has long been regarded 
as personally highly ambitious, and it is known that 
he was extremely embittered because of his enforced re- 
tirement. (In the Confidential Biographic Data Form pre- 
pared on him by Third Secretary Richard E. Gnade under 
date of November 23, 1944, it was stated: Marshal 
Gakmak "1s considered by some as a possible successor, 
at the head of the military group, to President In&nk, 
in the event the latter should for any reason cease to 
be the Chief of State"}. 


The information given in Mr. Damon's memorandum 
received confirmation from Ahmet Emin Yalman, editor 
of VATAN and one of the storm centers of the opposition 
to the present regime, in a conversation on November 29 
with Mr. Damon and Second Secretary John Evarts Horner. 
Mr. Yalman stated unequivocally that a meeting had 
taken place’ recently between Marshal Gakmak, Celal 
Bayar, Adnan Menderes, and others, but added that the 
group forming the Demokratik Halk Partisi had decided 
against giving the Marshal a position of importance in 
the party owing to his age, and possibly also because 
of his-extreme bitterness, which might redound to the 
disadvantage of the new party. Mr. Yalman, who said 
that a prorram would be announced "as soon as permission 
is accorded the party to organize," indicated his belief 
that the Saracoglu Government would endeavor to prevent 
the new group from using the word "Halk" (People) in its 
title because of the association that word has with 
the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, which is usually mown as 
the Halk Partisi. Incidentally, Mr. Yalman disclaimed 
any personal connection with the projected new organi- 
zation, pointing out that he has always been an inde- 
pendent journalist and intends to retain that role. 


Another report tending to confirm the impending 
formation of the Demokratik Halk Partisi was submitted 
by Colonel Theodore Babbitt, Assistant Military Attache, 
Istanbul, under date of November 28, 1945. In this re- 
port, which bears the number R-577-5, it 1s stated that 
Mr. Bayar "has applied for permission to found an 
opposition political party, to be organized and run 
along 'Kemalist' lines....An announcement of the prin- 
ciples and a statement of the platform of the party 
will be made by Bayar early in December, 1945.2... 
Among the supporters of the new party will be Marshal 
Fevzi Gakmak, retired Chief of Staff of the Army..." 
This report appears'to confirm the other two reports 
that a new party is in the process of formation, and 


that Marshal 


«3 = 


that Marshal Galmak will be one of its supporters, but, 
since the name of Colonel Babbitt's source is not given, 
the possibility is not exoluded that he was the same 
person who spoke with Mr. Damon on November 14. 


As reported in the Embassy's despatch Noe 387 
dated November 29, 1945, on the subject, "Deputy Rifik 
Koraltan Expelled from Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
(Republican Peoples! Party),” Mr. Bayar has publicly 
denied that he plans to start a new party at this time, 
and various Turkish sources with which the Mnbassy is 
in contact, including a close relative of Mr. Bayar, 
believe that he will take no action until and if such 
laws as the Press Law and the Law on Associations are 
repealed or drastically modified. However, some of 
these porsons do think that Deputies Adnan Menderes, 
Fuat Képri1, and Rifik Koraltan, all of whom have been 
expelled from the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, may take the 
initiative in forming a new party, and that, if they 
are successful, they will call upon Celal Bayar to be 
its leader. This opinion is lent added credence 
because of President Ismet Inbni's pronounced personal 
antipathy towards Mr. Bayar, which might make it more 
difficult for any party with which he is openly associated 
to obtain permission to organize. 


If it is correct that the proposed new group is 

to be called the Demokratik Halk Partisi, then the 
belief expressed In the penultimate paragraph of the 
Smbassy's above-cited despatch No. 387, that the oppo- 
sition movement will result from a fission of the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, seems even more probable. 

us, by using the best-lmown part of the name of the 
older party, the leaders of the new party would proclaim 
their devotion to the "original" or "pure" principles 
of "Kemalism," that is, they would adopt the 1921 
program of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, in contrast 
to its 19435 program. 





fully yours, 
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To the Department in original and hectograph 


ec: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


MEMORANDUM 


November 14, 1945 
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(Name of source is not given because the 
information is known only by a closely-knit 
group which probably numbers not over a 
dozen persons, most of whom are related. 
Reliability of source is not known.) 


Source reports that before the end of the year 
the Demokratik Halk Partisi will be formed. Chairman 
will be Celal Bayar; Secretary-CGeneral will be Adnan 
Menderes. Riistlh Aras will have a powerful voice in 
the party policy, which will also be Strongly influenced 
by Menderes and Fuat KUprill. Marshal Fevzi Gakmak 
supports the party but does not at present agree to 
having an official title. 


The platform of the party is in the process of 
being formulated. It will be based on a return to the 
pure program of Atatirk, liberalized and developed to 
meet present conditions. (I don't know exactly what 
that means.) 


Source's statement to me was largely a report of 
the attitude and interest of Gakmak in the party. Source 
claims that several days before Inbntl's speech to Parlia- 
ment, he (source) had a three-hour conversation with 
Gakmak, Gakmak said that Turkey was in a very bad way 
both with respect to the internal and external policy. 
Externally, Turkey has failed in that she has alienated 
Russia and has not closely enough allied herself with 
the democracies. Nor can she count on enough support 
from the democracies to be sure that she can resist any 
Russian demands. Turkey's policy must, therefore, be 
to insure firm support from the democracies and, at 
the same time, find a friendly and secure basis for 
relations with Russia. Gakmak had a talk, some time 
in the middle of September, with Intnl, which he des- 
cribed as unsatisfactory. He told source that his talk 
at about the same time with the Prime Minister was even 
less satisfactory. 


Cakmak told In§n the members of the Assembly are 
today totally incompetent. The caliber of the Assembly 
must be improved. 


Gakmak told source that the only way to do this 
was to have a real opposition party which would spur 
the government on. He claims that now is the time to 
start the party, and indicated a strong interest in 
backing the group mentioned above. He said that Turkey 
cannot hope to survive without foreign investments. 


Turkey must 


ee ee 


Turkey must convince foreign investors that they can 
safely enter the country. Source reports that Gakmak 
stated that this can omly be done by changing the pre- 
sent policy of etatism. 


Gakmak, according to source, spent a great deal 
of time justifying himself. Gakmak claims that he is 
a politician as well as a soldier; that Atattirk mde 
a great mistake when he refused to let the army leaders 
mingle in politics. According to source, Gakmak played 
a pro-Allied game all during the war in contrast to 
the pro-German one of Numan Menemencioglu. Gakmak 
described it as a tug-of-war between himself and Numan 
for the President's ear. Gakmak blames the varlik on 
Numan and Saracoglu, and claims that he is even today 
for refunding some of the money. 


After Inbni's speech, Gakmak had a meeting with 
Bayar, Menderes and the source. Gakmak started off 
by remarking that Turkey's situation was very critical. 
All during the meeting he indicated that he would sup- 
port any political movement formed by Bayar. Gakmak 
favors use of VATAN as a mouthpiece for the new party, 
but also pointed out that the party should try to 
establish good relations with all papers. To illustrate 
this, Gakmak discussed TASVIR, pointing out that if the 
party could place some favorable articles in what might 
normally be expected to be an opposition paper, it 
would gain a tactical victory. Source gave the impression 
that Gakmak has an astute knowledge of how to use propa- 
ganda, and how to go about political matters. 


Source claims that Gakmak was retired because he 
was constantly at odds with Numan and Saracoglu. Source 
reports Gakmakas being rather embittered. 


In addition to the interview with Gakmak, source 
made the following statements on his own authority. 
Rauf Orbay is not of the group, and probably will not 
join it. The President personally selected the incoming 
head of the Party in Istanbul because that man is known 
to be pro-Saracoglu and will do everything possible to 
push the popularity of Saracoglu in the Istanbul area. 
Source believes that the Saracoglu government will not 
fall as long as the present Assembly is in power. Mostly 
likely successors to Saracoglu are Hasan Ali Yugel and 
Nurullah Sumer, but Saracoglu's position is not nearly 
as weak as is generally portrayed. 


G. Huntington Damon 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; <{ 


No. 399 Ankara, December 1, 1945. 


RUSTRICTED 


Subject: Emir Abdullah of Trans—Jordan Gives 
Another Interview to a Turkish 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 359, dated 
November 19, 1945, on the subject, "Emir Abdullah of Trans= 
Jordan Gives Interview to Turkish Journalist," I have the 
honor to report that the conservative Istanbul newspaper 
CUMHURIYET ,of November 28, 1945, carried a report of an 
interview alleged to have been given to an unnamed correspond- 
ent by the Emir Abdullah of Trans—Jordan. This interview, a 
translation of which appears hereunder, deals with the question 
of "English-Russian rivalry," and in it the Emir indicates that 
an alliance between the signatories of the Saadabad Pact, the 


Arab League, and the Balkan nations would "ensure the prosperity 
of mankind": 


"Europe is faced with the possibility of settling 
English-Russian rivalry. However, if this rivalry results 
in fighting, the battlefield this time will be the Middle 
East. In the face of this, the Middle East must unite 
with the democracies and take measures to safeguard its 
future. The idea of enmity against Russia would naturally 
not cross anyone's mind. But it must be admitted that the 
situation is dangerous. Actions, such as descending into 
the liediterranean, stirring up the Dardanelles, settling 
in Iran, and having an eye on the Persian Gulf,are important 
developments which require careful attention. However, in 
my opinion, the path to prosperity would be for Turkey to 
unite with the Balkans, and for an alliance to be formed 
extending to the Persian Gulf by coming to an understanding 
with Afghanistan and Iran in the east, and with Syria and 
Iraq in the south. By supporting this alliance, the United 
Nations will naturally ensure prosperity of mankind. 
Thus, Turkey and the Arabs axe adjcenters of peace and rest 
of tomorrow's world, in the north! and south respeofively." 







yours, 
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1512, December 1, 4 p.m. 

From info recd trom several reliable sources it 
appears virtually certain that important opposition 
party is in process of formation. Headed by former 
PRIMMIN Celel Bayer, party probably will be called 
Democratic People's Party end will have as program 
return to "pure" principles of Kemelism, which is 


interpreted as mesning more liberalism. Others in e 
C 
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party probably will be deputies Menderes, Koprulu and eh 
Koraltean, all recently expelled from Republican, Peopled cre) 
Party and former Chief-of-staff Marshal Fevzi Calmak, ry 
Although not certain it seems likely new party will 


receive official sanction. Despatch follows. 
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on December 2, 1945. se 
“a 8 = - , 
a | 
The Honorable 











E Sin The Secretary of State, i \ 
e i. Washington, 
i “Sh Dear Sirs 
I With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 372 
dated November 26, 1945, on the subject, "By-Elections 
in Five Constituencies to be Hela on December 2, 1945," 
I have the honor to give hereunder a list of the | 
successful candidates in four of the five constituen- 
cles. The result of the by-election in Istanbul is 
not yet known, but there were two vacancies in Igmit: © 
Constituency; Successful Candidates: a 
Izmir Sedat Dikmen, President of yee | 
the Provincial Board of Q 
Administrators of the 2] 
Hota Cumhuriyet Halk ~ 
Partisi (Republican Peoples! =o 
Party) ny 
' i 
Tamit Ahmet Faik Abasiyanik, former N 
liunicipal President of Adapazari +. | 
ee (a town close to Izmit) Gt 
ot 
i= Temit Rear Admiral (retired) siliert, 
¥ < Okan. ; 
SN = Denizli Cemil Galguner, Chief of > 4 
= the Institute of Economy of Sy 
iS the Agricultural College. i 
ig 
\ Mugla Abidin gakir, Prosident of 4 
Provincial Board of Adminis- 4 
trators of the Cumhuriyet al 
Halk Partisi. #8 
While it «~ 
~ z 
He = 4 
2 m = 
nit = 
> 
WBOTO BENT TO / | A x 
Ee 
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While it is still too early to obtain a generalized 
reaction to the results of these by-elections and 
although no newspaper comment is yet available, it is 
fairly obvious that in each case tried and true party 
members were chosen by the party-picked secondary 
electors, even though they were theoretically free 
to vote for non-party candidatex. 






7} : 
Edwin C. Wilson 
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Phe Honorable i 
The Secretary of State, 
- _ Washington. 


> 


Sir: 





I have the honor to refer to press telegram No. 4002, 
dated November 29, 1945, from the Embassy at Moscow (repeated 
to this Embassy as No. 80), reporting the publication in the 
Soviet press of November 28 of a six-inch despatch from the 
TASS correspondent at Ankara in which Zekeriye Sertel, editor 
of the left-wing Istanbul newspaper TAN, is quoted as assert- 
ing that the present Turkish Government and Grand National 
Assembly are incapable of effecting the democratization of 
the country. 


j While, as reported in several of this Embassy's weekly 
i surveys of the Turkish press, Mr. Sertel and his wife Sabiha 
ae have in recent weeks written several articles based on this 
" - theme, the article to which the TASS despatch had reference 
probably was that published in TAN of November 24 under the 
Li signature of Zekeriye Sertel. In it, Mr. Sertel replied to 
critics of previous articles written by him to the effect 
that the present Government and Assembly are incapable of 
democratizing the country, and stated: "In the opinion of 
these people, the present Government, the present Party, and 
the present Assembly are sacred institutions appointed by 
heavenly powers to govern Turkey, They are inviolable and, 
should they cede to other forces, anerchy will be the immedi- 
ate result. This is the same reasoning advanced by emperors 
and kings who consider themselves as the worldly representa- 
tives of the Divinity ..." 


After denying that he was advocating anarchy, Mr. Sertel 
continued: "What we want is the establishment of a peoples! 
e, and that the State and the Government should derive 
ir power, not from above, but from the people. This can 
‘ieved only by applying to the people in order to deter- 
ts will, and by establishing a thoroughly democratic 
ly and Government following upon free elections eee 
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In as much as the need for a democratic Government is conceded 
by all, no time should be lost in setting up the mechanism 
whereby this may be achieved. Since we cannot expect this 
from the present Government, Party, or Assembly, the laws 
should be promptly modified so that political parties may be 
established and freedom of speech and thought insured, and 
elections should be held as soon as this is accomplished." 


It is interesting to follow the chain of thought, ex~ 
tending over the past six or eight months, of which the 
present article seems the culmination. Originally, the Sertels 
joined with other liberal journalists in asking that freedom 
of the press be established, and when this was conceded (de 
facto, but not de jure) by the Saracoglu Government, they de- 
manded the abolition of certain repressive laws, recognition 
of the right of other political parties to organize, and the 
holding of single-stage elections for the Grand National Assem- 
bly. Some of these reforms were presaged in President In&nti's 
speech of November 1, 1945, so that the Sertels now have reached 
the point where they are saying that the reforms are not being 
(or will not be) carried out sufficiently thoroughly or promptly, 
and that, in consequence, the present governmental and Party 
leadership should be swept away, It is this argument which 
seems to lend credence to the view of the Turkish Government 
that the Sertels are Soviet=-inspired, and it is here that the 
other newspapers, critical of the Saracoglu Government, (except- 
ing LA TURQUIE, which may also be Soviet=inspired) part company 
with them. 


In connection with this matter, the Department's attention 
is respectfully directed to the Confidential Biographic Data 
Report prepared with regard to Jr. fertel under date of August 
6, 1945. ce 


Respec ly/yours, 


, Pa 
| py 
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No. 402 Ankara, December 3, 1945 Ae 


UNRESTRICTED 


Subject: Turkish Newspaper TASVIR Quotes Beirut 
Newspaper AN NAHAR As Raising Question 
of the Hatay (Sanjak of Alexandretta) 
and Attacking Allegedly Repressive 


a . Turkish Government. ae As 


Bx 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 0) 
> Washington. i 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No, 366, dated 
November 21, 1945, on the subject, "Turkish Journalist De- 
scribes Improvement in Turkish-Syrian Frontier Relations," 

I have the honor to report that the conservative Istanbul 
newspaper TASVIR of November 26, 1945 carried two articles 
stated to have been reprinted from the Beirut newspaper 

AN NAHAR of November 10, 1945. The first of these (enclosure 
No. 1) rather violently discussed the question of the Hatay 
(Sanjak of Alexandretta), while the other (enclosure No. 2) 
consisted of criticism of the present Turkish Government as 
“totalitarian” and generally repressive. 


Gve-21/00°L98 


TASVIR's comment of November 2 is given hereunder: 


"Gabriel Tieni, who owns the AN NAHAR, is an 
Orthodox Greek and has been Minister of Education in 
the Lebanese Cabinet, Gabriel Tieni is so pronounced 
an enemy of the Turks that he could not resist the 
desire to publish two documents against Turkey in the 
same copy of his paper. We have no intention of reply- 
ing to the nonsense published in the AN NAHAR and the 
provocation "Arabs «+. Do Not Forget Alexandretta eee" 
Iskenderun and the Hatay are Turkish soil of forty 
centuries! standing. It has been proved before neutral 
witnesses that the majority of the people there are 
Turks. Mr. Tieni will find it difficult to prove that 
Iskenderun and Antekya are Arab, but we can easily prove . 
that even the pieces of land constituting the hinterland«.»», 
of these parts are Turkish. Le . 
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"The Turkish state and the Turkish press reply 
only in very rare circumstances to such moves, owing 
the respect they have for the feelings of neighborli- 
ness. If the same spirit of friendship does not exist 
in our Lebanese and Syrian colleagues, then they them- 
selves will be responsible for the consequences, 


"This state of affairs proves one more thing: 
Recause they pursue empty ambitions, our Arab neighbors 
are unable to get rid of France, the invader at their 
head, and fail to attain true independence. This strange 
attitude adopted by the press and persons who have had 
positions as Minister of Education serve to explain to 
us the crises into which Syria and Lebanon have fallen. 
If a person who is over sixty and has been a Cabinet 
Minister realizes so little how necessary it is for the 
Arab world to be on good terms with Turkey, it is to be 
feared lest this lack of perspicacity and political in- 
efficiency should costar friends very dear. 


"By crying "Do Not Forget Alexandretta," the AN NAHAR 
may instigate the Arabs and try to its heart's content 
to cause enmity between ‘lurkey and Iraq; Tieni may threaten 
Turkey in his articles as much as he likes; all this re- 
veals his personal character, But there is something 
we know and which Tieni seems not to know: Neither the 
Arab Union, nor the independence of Syria and Lebanon 
can last without Turkey's help. Turkey is not to be 
easily intimidated, and persons like Tieni will only 
end by harming their own country through exhausting 
Turkey's patience. 


TASVIR is a paper which has championed Turko-Syrian 
and Turko-Lebanese friendship in its columns, It will 
not be so petty as to be angered at the Lebanese for 
meddling in the question of Iskenderun, which has never 
been Arab, However, it would like to warn this paper 
which writes French and bargains with tradition and 
freedom: Let it not meddle a Bhus be a harmful factor 





for its own country by betra urko=Arab friendship." 
Respectful. yours, 
Ps 
y Edwin C. Wilson. Slew 


/ ma {4 af 
L TAN \\\ 
Enclosuret / /, \ 
1/ TASVIR article of November 26, 1945 
on Hatay. 
2/ TASVIR article of November 26, 1945 
eriticizing Turkish Government. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to unrestricted despatch No. 402, dated 
December 3, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara. 


Unoffic: Translation SOURCE: TASVIR, 
Istanbul newspaper, 
November 26, 1945. 


ARABS ... DO NOT FORGET ALEXANDRETTA ... 


(Said to be reprinted from 
AN NAHAR, Beirut newspaper, 
November 10, 1945) 


This bitter reminder which was spread before the eyes of 
anti-Zionist demonstrators on Friday, November 2, went no further 
than a secret reproach. However, the majority of the demonstra- 
tors were not long in alighting upon the true nature of this 
cry. Iskenderun and the Sanjak! This land with a population 
of 200,000, of which 80% is Arab; this most natural way of in- 
vading Syria by sea; this land which is rich in iron, timber 
and crops; this land which is most valuable to Syrians and all 
Arabs from several points of view; Antakya, with its historical 
and majestic past, is now no more than a piece of land not even 
worthy of having a parade -- whereas this piece of soil, which 
was torn away from the national fortune, is Arab land. The 
people have never forgotten this and their wound has not healed. 


How is it that while the Arab world unites to protect 
Palestine ,which is in danger, only weak cries are heard -- and 
very rarely at that -- on the part of the Arab Union for the 
return to Syria of the Sanjak? Is it the wish to conform to 
events? Maybe. But what we fail to understand is that at a 
time when the Arab countries are so firmly united, the relations 
of good neighborship between Turkey and Iraq, which is an Arab 
country, should have progressed so far as to render it necessary 
for President In&nti to mention Turkey's relations with Iraq in 
his speech which awoke numerous comments on all sides, even 
though he made no mention of the Near or Far East. Can it be 
possible that Iraq has stopped its ears to the demands and feel- 
ings of Syria and the Arabs on account of its friendship with 
Turkey? We do not think so. Nevertheless, so long as we fail 
to find a convincing explanation, the speech of the Turkish 
President, who calculates the effects of his words, will bear 
a mysterious air for us. 


Furthermore, the Iskenderun problem does not only concern 
the Arab countries. It is connected with the basis of the peace 
organization, and with the structure of the post-war world 
brought forward by the United Nations, 


Millions of people have shed their blood to destroy the idea 
of agression and to rectify the unjust treatment meted out to the 
countries overrun by usurpers. Can a greeter example of agression 
be shown than that of the annexation of the Sanjak by Turkey? 
Will Iskenderun be once again sacrificed while solutions are 
being found today to territorial problems in the agenda of the 
United Nations? 


The 


Enclosure No, 1 to unrestricted despatch No. 402, dated 
December 3, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara. 


woQeo 


The world has not yet forgotten the war aims, the 
proposals in the Atlantic Charter, and other such declara- 
tions. The echo still rings in our ears of President 
Truman's speech made not so very long ago,in order to 
point out that the United States was against any change 
of territory to be made against the freely expressed 
wishes of the people. However, it is a long way from 
words to actions, and the task of singly or unitedly 
crossing this distance falls to the Arab countries. 


Enclosure No, 2 to unrestricted despatch No. 402, dated 
December 3, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: TASVIR, 
Istanbul newspaper, 
November 26, 1945. 





THE REGIME WHICH SUPPKESSuS FREEDOM 


(Said to be reprinted from 
- AN NAHAR, Beirut newspaper, 
November 10, 1945) 


Franco and Salazar are both still on their feet, They 
are the last samples of the rotten totalitarian régimes in 
a topsy-turvy world. They stand alone, helpless, in the 
international group, and everyone knows that it would suffice 
merely to sweep them away in order that right and freedan may 
reign once more in Spain and Portugal. However, no mention 
is made in this instance of the Ankara rulers, whereas it is 
at Ankara that the régime of stopping up freedom began, devel- 
oped and continues, 


In Turkey, there still exist creatures looking like human 
beings who live in hen-coops closed in on all four sides, under 
the supervision of watchmen armed with machine-guns and poison- 
ous gas; creatures with two legs, who wait their turn at the 
head of the feeding~bowl containing a handful of food. 


Ankara is the sole place where the declaration, spread, 
and even discussion, is forbidden of all kinds of conceptions 
of the past, present and future required by the intellectual 
world of today. Here it is forbidden to discuss, not only 
conceptions, but even the facts which are the raw material of 
the conceptions, In Turkey, it is also forbidden to receive 
any information other than that passed by the censor; in other 
words, by any ordinary official, Establishments which wish 
to obtain information on the wishes and demands of the people 
are immediately rendered helpless. History has been distorted, 
and abuse of confidence has become a doctrine. 


Since Turkey is as explained above, it is easily under- 
stood why the ideal of independence, freedom and stability 
represented by the Arab Union, and the democratic conception 
and understanding which has created this ideal and brought it 
to action is viewed with terror by the scarecrows of Ankara. 
That is why they think that the Arab Union is a plaything of 
the British and disdain the Arab Union, thinking that it is 
a game which will last for as long as the founders of this 
union wish. 


Now, aware that this union has come into being and is an 
independent fact, and that it makes the international existence 
of the states which have arranged it even stronger, and realiz— 
ing that the Arab Union rises up against those who attempt to 
usurp Arab rights, today as before, Ankara has let loose upon 
the Arab Union a three-headed dragon called LA TURQUIE, SON 
POSTA and TASVIR, representing its primitive and narrow-minded 
press. Valery says that wise people do not fear dragons. He 
is not alone in this belief, 
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MOS? TMMEDIATE. - , 

1517, December 4, 1 p.m. _— 

Preliminary eyewitness reports from Istanbul state 
thet erowd numbering “thousands composed of untlversity 
ps udents today wreeked office and presses of uevspapers 
TAN vad Li TURQUIE, whose policies have veen pro-isviot 
®s well us Russian boekstore and paraded down main 
stree| foreing all establishments to display Turkish 
fiegs cud serawling in chalk on streetcars and walls 
slogans such as “down with the Communists", 

Sent Dept es 1517 repeated Moscow as 110. 

Reports add that crowd was prevented by police 
from reachioag Soviet Consulate General. Emkassy is 


following developments and will report promptly. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
1519, December 4, 5 p.m. 


Consul Ceneval Mecatco reports that students 
assembled at Univers.ty 0.’ Istanbul (Embassy's 1517, 
Drcenber 4, 1 p.a.) around 10 a.m. and proceeded soon 
thereafter to offices of TAN, from there to a Russien °: 
Deokstore ani fix. ly to offices of LA ruRQUIg all 
three of wiich seem to be completely wrecked. Entire 
affair aypears to have ended about 12:30. Macatee 
estimetes crcvd at betv2en 2500 and 3000 although 
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some ostime.cs run as vigh as 10,000. He has impression 

police displayed littl« energy on dispersing °rowd 

(S-nt Department 1519, repeated Moscow 111) other shan 

‘oO keep it avay from -ovie% Consulate General which 

sas protected in force. He saw no outward evidence tG 

that agents provacatuurs were behind action. = 
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pe /R Among probable causes of outbreak et Isten 

this morning may be listed the following, 
' One. Late:.t strong anti-Rusiian feeling 
traditional emons Turks which has: been fanned byt 
‘\ Soviet demands for eastern provinccs, bases or 





straits, recent developments in Irai, e% cetera. = 
Two. Strona .sent Department 1522; repeated 
Moscow 112) pro-Soviet line (EMBTELS 1517, 1519) 
adopted by La Turquie and by Sertels in TAN which 
has become increasingly pronounced in recent munths. 
Three. Appearance in last few days of two 
nev. i: otline periodicals, YENI ané GORUSLER, cae: 
published by La: yli9 owner and latter by Se: id= 
ee 


In advortising of GIRUSLER unauthorised use we 


ie 


c 
u 
made of names of highly respected oppositionists t 


such as 
RESTRICTED 
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-2-#1522, December 4, 9 p.m., from Ankara 


such as Celsl Bhyar who issued public statement 
that he had nothing to do with this paper. 

Four. Recent Moscow radio broadcasts in 
Turkish have been particularly virulent ageinst 
Turkish Governnent and jeeders. Broadcast of 
November 29 in text covering page and half repeats 
phrese "Turkish reactionaries” thirvcen times. 

Five. Articl:s by deputies Yelcix in TANIN 
es? Atay in ULUS several writers in TASLTR and 
very recently Yaluan in VATAN stigmatizing Serteis 
as Soviet agents. 

Six. Strom ly nationalistic training of 
Turkish youth sid university students. 

Interest:ng Soviet note that TANIN of 
December 3 ¢:*ried article presumebly written by 
Yelein warnin? that Communist Fifth Column had 
begun ettac’. in Turkey that only woapon to be 
used in tris struggle should be speech and writing 
since virlent manner (?) Communistic propagenda 
was be’.g leunched indicated aim to provoke violent 
yeaction from Turks, end that Turks must not fall 


victims 
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victims to suoh tactics. A ~ | 
It is confirmet by eye witnesses _fihat crowd was 
kept away from Rursien Consulate Genesta: by soldiers 
and police and n2 (repeat no) @amage done there. | 
There vers, of course, ugly poset bitiites in 


situation if ioviet Government seteaaaaaed to exp.olt then. 
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DIVISION Bigs. 
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With reference to information reported in Tehreantg 


1102 to Dept. November 26, 2 p.m. RPTD Lioscow as 292 
and to Ankara (sert Topt 1529 PTD l.oscow 114 and 
Tehran 11) entire strength Turk army plus gendarmerie 
barely oxceeds 600,000. Probably not much over 75,000 


troops in area described, 
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SECRET 
Rec'd 11:23 p.m., Sth 


Washingt: 


PRIORIT: 
1525, Lscomber 5, Noon 
I have {:st seen Secretary Geeral FONOFF who told me 
following rywariing yesterday's events at Istantml. He said 
there had ‘con steadily growing reesniment in recent months 
among stviante at University against Sertels and publishera 
of L. TORQUIE -i that action was precipitated by publication 
4 dey ago fira| tesue now weekly GURUSLER Yy Sertels. This 
had caen announcad as non ‘political literary review and 
var..us Turk yursonalities had been approached for tute 
esl -boratin: including Celal Bayar. Most of thone approach) 
ca keen oc Gomittel. Including Bayar, preforring to avast 
publication before camitting themselves. First issue, how= 
ever, had ennounced Bayar ag ane of princ! pal editors. He bad 
issued strong denial that be had In any we,” consented to be 
associated with review. This incldent eccording to Frkin he! 
been "drop which caused cup to overflow" and provoked students 
to take action (sent Dept as 1525 RPID to Moscow as 113), 
Erkin stated that damenstrators had carried signe 3.03 
: Live Turkey" 
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SECRET 
-2- $1525, December 5, Noon from Ankara 


live Turkey" “we are not Fesctete” “Tart&ieh eof will remain 
Turkgeh", otc but wothing inguricic to VSR. Crowd had first 
sacked preminen of TAN owned by Sertols then crossed to Peru, 
lald wreath at statue of Ataturk, Based &@ bookstore speciali- 
Bing in Soviet propeganda lithreture «ud then destroyed printing 
eotabliahwent, of LA TURQUIE. 

Erkin stated that crowd bid made no oZfort to attack 
Russian Ceneulate General. Demonstration had in against Turi 
“traitors” not against USSR. 

Erkin eald that leat ni sht Director Goneral. of Prog was 
advised by cable office tiy.t Tass correspandent bad filed ery 
completely exhggorating facts etating that students had oxled 
"1own vith Soviets” “tecth to Russians” ete and that momment 
was directed againot So7let Union, Director General had sent 
word to Tuse correspondent that there statements were contrary 
to fact and suggested they be changed. Correspondent replied 
that if ane vor. were obunged in his despatoh he would advise 
Soviet Gort he was being prevented from commmicating with 
Soviet Union. Director Gensre2 thereupon permitted despatch 
to go forvard without change. 

Foreign presce correspondents were ccnvoked by Director 
General of preas last night 1n Iatantul and given story of 
domonstietion and Turk Babasaies abroad have been informed 
fully concerning facts. 

Erkin said 
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SECHET 
“3- $1525, December 5, Noon fron ankara 


Erkin paid there 1s little doubt Soviet Union will seek 
to exaggerate and Iuleify what «ook place yesterday and exploit 
“it. Form latter action may tuke vemains to be seen. 
While I v.e in his office he teceived telephone call from 
Russian Conevl General in Istanbul iad just sent formal protest 
to Vali. 
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Prime Minister hae told me mmch sams story agent 








yesterday's ovents in Istanbul as did Erkin (SMMC. 1509, Se 
December 5, noon). He said pro-Coummist and anti-Turk = 
attitude those newepsyers had finally provoked students tore 
point where they blew up. He said"“the government had nothing es 
to do with it". He stated that Turk authorities ha” no 
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by students who suddenly broke out of narrow etreste in 
Stamboul near TAN office and attacked building before police 
could intervene. Police then tried to prevent demonstrators 
orosming to Pera and closed bridges across Golden Horn, Some 
of crowd however had already reached Pera and others cams 
across in boats and broke through police cordon to sack IA 
TURQUIE office and two bookstores mown ae Soviet propaganda 
center: (sent Department as 1531, repeated Moscow 115). 
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= Washington. 


‘Sir: 7 


With reference to the Embassy's telegrams No. 1517, 
December 4, 1 pem.; 1519, December 4, 5 p.m.; 1522, 
December 4, 9 pem.; 1525, December 5, 12 Noon; and 1531, 
December 5, 6epeme, I have the honor to report that in 
the course of a demonstration in Istanbul on the morning 
of December 4, 1945, in which an estimated 3,000 
university and lycee students took part, the premises of 
two pro-Soviet newspapers and two pro-Soviet periodicals 
were almost completely wrecked, as were two bookstores 
featuring Soviet literature, one of which is owned by 
a Soviet national. 


According to information received from several 
reliable American and Turkish sources, the students, 
at first numbering about 1,000, assembled in front of 
the University of Istanbul at about 10:00 a.m. and from 
there proceeded to the near-by offices of the newspaper 
TAN (Dawn), with which was combined the new periodical 
GORUSLER (Opinions), which they effectively demolished. 
The students, whose numbers steadily increased, then 
made their way over the Galata @ridge spanning the Golden 
Horn in the direction of the Beyoglu, despite the action 
of the police in raising the bridge. (Some crossed 
before the bridge was raised; the remainder passed over 
in small boats. Once in Beyoglu, they made their way 
to the offices of the French-language newspaper 
LA TURQUIE and the periodical YENI pinya, (located next 
door and under the same ownership) both of which also 
were wrecked. Another group of the demonstrants marched 
up the main street of Beyoglu (Istiklal Caddesi) and 
demolished the BERRAK bookstore, owned by Mr. Lazar 
Beresiner, a Soviet national, and the Turkish-owned 
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ABC bookstore, both of which have consistently featured 
Soviet literature and are believed, whether rightly or 
wrongly is beside the point, to be centers of Soviet 
propaganda activity. 


According to the reports, strong forces of police, 
soldiers, and firemen were posted in front of the Soviet 
Consulate General, which is located on Istiklal Caddesi 
between the offices of LA TURQUIE and the two bookstores, 
effectively preventing any damage being done there. 

This is the only instance during the entire demonstra- 
tion, which lasted until about 12:30 Peme, in which 

the local authorities seemed to have acted with any 
energy. (The action of the police in attempting to 

stop the students from crbdssing the Galata Bridge appears 
to have been rather half-hearted; in any event, it was 
unsuccessful.) 


During the course of the morning, when proceding 
from one target to the next, the students sang patriotic 
songs, carried palcards reading "Down with the Communists," 
"Down with the Sertels," (the publishers of TAN and 
GORUSLER,) "We are neither communists nor fascists," 
"Patriots, do not read the communist newspapers," et 
cetera. They forced occupants of buildings along their 
route of march to display the Turkish flag, but otherwise 
do not seem to have interfered with the general public. 
Indicative of the patriotic sentiments of the students, 
they carried portraits of the late President Kemal Atatirk 
and of President Ismet Inbni, and stopped before the 
monument to Atatirk at Taksim Square (hard by the 
BERRAK bookstore) to pay their respects. 


The Assembly Group of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
(Republican Peoples! Party), which met i: the afternoon 
of December 4, is reported by the semi-official Ankara 
newspaper ULUS of December 5 to have listened to a report 
on the demonstration from the Minister of the Interior, 
Hilmi Uran. Mr. Uran gave a circumstancial account of 
the havpenings, stated, according to ULUS that "security 
officials closely followed the demonstrators," and 
indicated that "investigations were being continued." 


The ULUS report goes on to say that Deputies who 
took the floor after the Minister had spoken "expressed 
the opinion that the greatest provocations had been given 
by certain journalists who, especially recently, have 
increased their aggressive efforts and come into the open 
in the form of a provocation front. Certain speakers 
informed the Government of their wish that those respon- 
sible for the articles, which began by attacking all 
the organizations of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, which 
is an efficient organ of the aoa and has been its 





guide 


guide all through the great domestic and foreign up- 
heavels, and went so far as to assail the moral being 
of the Grand National Assembly,...should be legally 
prosecuted." 


To these speakers ULUS quotes Prime Minister 
stir Saracoglu as replying that "in order to enroot 
the conception of democracy, the Government preferred 
to remain calm and patient in the face of these publi- 
cations, but would turn over to the legal authorities 
the files of those whose legal offenses are proven." 


According to the semi-official ANADOLU AJANSI 
(Anatolian News Agency,) Nedim Veysel Ilkin, Director 
General of Press and Publications, on December 4 gave 
a more or less factual account of the mornings events 
to foreign press correspondents in Ankara, the general 
tenor of which seemed to be that the demonstration 
was a spontaneous and patriotic movement. Mr. Ilkin 
then stated: "It is learned that the Ankara corres- 
pondent of the TASS news agency has sent to his agency 
certain information not in accord with the facts, 
which presents the incident as a so-called anti-Russian 
manifestation organized by fascists and which indicated 
that the students carried signs with the alleged 
inscriptions “Down with the Russians, death to the 
Russians." 


As reported in my above-cited telegrams No. 1525 
and 1531, both Prime Minister Saracoglu and the Secretary 
Ceneral of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Feridun 
Cemal Lrkin, scouted the notion that the demonstration 
was anti-Soviet or that the Government had any connection 
with it. Both said that the demonstration was solely 
directed against disloyal Turkish elements who had pro- 
voked the patriotic students of Istanbul, and that the 
students had acted without the prior knowledge of the 
Government or the police; this appears to be the official 
attitude. 


There seems to be little question but that the 
roots of the demonstration were laid in the strong, 
latent anti-Russian feeling traditional among nearly 
all Turks, a feeling which lately has become increasingly 
pronounced as a result of the Soviet territorial claims 
on eastern Turkey, bases on the Straits, events in Iran, 
and the increasingly virulent anti-Turkish broadcasts 
from Radio Moscow in the Turkish language. Another 
important factor must have been the consistent communist 
line followed by TAN and LA TURQUIE, the former for 
nearly a year and the latter since the British Government 
withdrew its subsidy some six months ago. (As briefly 
described in the Embassy's despatch No. 403 dated Decem- 
ber 3, 1945, on the subject, "Criticism of the Turkish 
Government by Newspaper TAN," Zekeriye and Sabiha Sertel 
in TAN have followed the traditional Soviet tactics of 
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commencing with small demands for "democratic" reforms 
and, when these were conceded, of steadily enlarging 
their demands, finally reaching the point of calling 
upon the Government, the Party and the Grand National 
Assembly to abdicate.) 


The most immediate cause for the outbreak probably 
was the recent appearance of two additional communist- 
line periodicals, GORUSLER and YENI DUNYA, the former 
published by Sabiha Sertel, and the latter by Cami Baykurt, 
father of the owner of LA TURQUIE. The first number of 
GBRUSLER, which went on sale on December 1, listed as 
its contributors such well-respected opposition leaders 
as former Prime Minister Celal Bayar and Deputies Adnan 
Menderes and Fuat K6priiltt, whose names were sandwiched 
in with the names of recognized communists, such as 
Professor Sabahattin A1L et Embassy's 798, September 21, 
1944, "Pan-Turanian Movement in Turkey). 


The appearance of GbRUSLER and YENI DtiNYA seems to 
have been marked by expressions of disapproval from as 
far afield as Izmir, Izmit, Eskigehir and Zonguldak. 
According to the correspondents in those cities of the 
Istanbul newspapers TASVIR and CUMHURIYET (December 3), 
advertising posters for these periodicals were defaced, 
and the legend "Young people, do not read it, this 
magazine is communist" written across them. 


However, what doubtless was even more important 
in arousing the ire of the students was their realiza- 
tion that the communist elements were either trying to 
destroy the rapidly growing movement for the introduction 
of representative democracy by discrediting the political 
party in the process of formation by such highly respectable 
oppositionists as former Prime Minister Celal Bayar, or 
were endeavoring to infilter into the new party and 
take it over. This dawning realization seems to have 
been forcibly brought home to the students by Mr. Bayar's 
public statement, issued on December 1, that he had no 
connection whatever with GURUSLER, and that his name had 
been used on that magazine's masthead entirely without 
his knowledge or consent. 


The statement came at a time when a series of 
articles were appearing in ULUS, TANIN, AKSAM, VAKIT, 
TASVIR, CUMHURIYET, and even in the leading opposition 
newspaper, VATAN, strongly denouncing GORUSLER and 
YENI DUNYA as being conmmunist-inspired. Finally, the 
rather inflamatory leading articles carried in these 
two left-wing periodicals during their brief periods 
of publication contributed to the belief that they were 
in the service of the Soviet Union. 


With regard to these press attacks on the two 
new periodicals, it is of considerable interest that 
TANIN of December 3, which began by warning that a 


communist 
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communist fifth column had commenced its attack on Turkey, 
explicitly stated that the only retaliatory weapons 
should be speech and writing, since the violent manner 

in which the communist propaganda was being conducted 
left little room for doubt that its aim was to provoke 

an equally violent reaction. TANIN concluded with the 
plea that the Turks not fall victims to these tactics. 


Not to be neglected in considering the demonstration 
is the nationalistic, almast chauvinistic, training 
given to Turkish students in general, and to university 
students in particular. Americans who have been closely 
associated with Turkish education consider it highly 
unlikely that a student demonstration such as the one 
under consideration could take place solely under student 
leadership. They take it for granted, in fact, that 
the university and lycee professors at Istanbul had a 
strong hand in the affair, if, indeed, they were not 
its actual instigators. For example, the Embassy's 
Cultural Relations Officer states: "The teaching of 
history and civics, and the writing of books for these 
courses, still follows the lines of extreme chauvinism 
for which there was a pragmatic reason fifteen years 
ago, but which the country should now have outgrown. 
The teaching of national loyalties has followed the old 
lines to so complete an extent that graduates of secondary 
schools are thoroughly conditioned to respond to all 
sorts of rabble rousers." 


With respect to the possible responsibility of 
the Turkish Government for the demonstration, one can 
only surmise. The very fact that Istanbul has long been 
under martial law, that strong forces of soldiers and 
police are stationed there, and the eye-winess reports 
that the police made little effort to impede the progress 
of the demonstrators, all lend color to the theory that 
the Government must have fomented the incident. 
Additional support for this belief lies in the well-known 
efficioncy of the Turkish secret police, who are generally 
thought to maintain a number of agents in the University 
of Istanbul, and the probability that such an apparently 
well-organized demonstration could hardly have escaped 
the attention of the authorities. (In a proclamation 
issued on December 5, General Asim Tinaztepe, Martial 
Law Commander at Istanbul, is reported by the French- 
language newspaper ISTANBUL as having stated that 
"regrettable actions of this nature cannot be tolerated. 
I wish to emphasize that such uprisings will be energetic- 
ally quelled and that all gatherings have been forbidden.") 


It might, of course, be true that while the Govern- 
ment had knowledge of the imminence of the demonstration, 
it was/actively behind it, perhaps not thinking that it 

not 
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would go quite as far as it did. Still another possi- 
bility is that the local authorities in Istanbul knew 
that the demonstration was coming off but neglected to 
advise Ankara. This, however, in a nation as highly 
centralized as Turkey, where local officials customarily 
avoid all responsibility, hardly seems credible. 


Thus, the preponderance of circumstantial evidence 
points to the Turkish Government and Peoples! Party 
Organization having had advance knowledge of the demon- 
stration, if it did not actually foment it. If this 
theory is correct, a reason behind it might be the desire 
of the Government to put an end to these increasingly 
virulent attacks, which it believes to be Communist- 
inspired, without having to reimpose an unpopular censor- 
ship. Certainly, the attitude of Government officials 
after the event seems to indicate a certain amount of 
quiet satisfaction, not unmixed, ever, with some ap- 
prehension over the possible Sop reaction. 
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Subject: Impending Formation of Opposition Political 
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I have the honor to refer to the Embassy's despatch No. 401, 
dated November 30, 1945, on the subject, "Probable Impending 
Formation of Demokratik Halk Partisi (Democratic People's Party) ," 
and to report that, in a statement made to the Ankara correspondent 
of the Istanbul newspapers TAN, VATAN, TASVIR, and AKSAM, on De~ 
cember 1, and published the following day, former Prime Minister 
Cell Bayar definitely indicated his intention of forming a party 
in opposition to the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's 
Party). 


Mr. Bayar's statement followed the publication of an editorial 
in TASVIR of December 1 which referred to the announcement by the 
leftist periodical GORUSLER to the effect that he would be one of 
its leading contributors, and expressed regret over that fact. 

Mr. Bayar categorically denied that he would be a contributor to 
GORUSLER or, indeed, that he had given permission for his name to 

be used. He then indicated that he would scon announce the platform 
of his proposed new party which, he said, would be based on 
"Kemalism." 


The press has reported various other developments in connection 
with the formetion of the new party, and the Ankara newspaper ULUS, 
official organ of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's 
Party) of December 4 announced that Mr. Bayar had submitted a "del~ 
icate" letter of resignation from the Party. Other newspaper re- 
ports make it clear that the three dissident Deputies, Adnan 
Menderes, Fuat KUprttltt, and Rifik Koraltan,will be members of the 
new opposition party, possibly joined by other Deputies who are 
1 nominally members of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi. 









announcement by Cell Bayar received an excellent reception 
ng others, Deputy Falih Rifki Atay, in ULUS, Deputy Nec- 
dak in AKSAM, Ahmet Emin Yalman in VATAN, TASVIR, 

» and Burhan Belge in HURSES. All of these writers ex- 
their faith in Mr, Bayar's integrity and capability, and 
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Possibly indicative also of President Intnti's attitude toward 
the new party, the French-language newspaper ISTANBUL of December 5 
reported that Mr. Bayar had called on the President on the previous 
day, and that the latter, "after a long conversation, kept him for 
dinner." This apparent sign of friendship between the President and 
Mr. Bayar might be significant in view of the strong animosity the 
President has been understood to have harbored toward the ex-Prime 
Minister. In any event, well-informed political circles in Ankara 
profess to be sure that Mr. Bayar will receive governmental approval 
of his project to form a new party. 


According to a Turkish source who is believed to be thoroughly 
reliable, Mr. Bayar's announcement of his intention to form a new 
party was precipitated by the GORUSLER claim that he would be one of 
its contributors, The former Prime Minister is said by this source 
to have become convinced of the necessity of making the announcement 
in order to stave off the attempts of extreme left-wing elements, 
represented by Zekeriye and Sabiha Sertel in TAN and GORUSLER, and 
Cami Baykurt in LA TURQUIE and YENI DUNYA, to associate themselves 
with his group of liberal oppositionists. (In this connection, the 
Department's attention is respectfully called to the Embassy's despatch 
No. 415 of even date, on the subject, "Anti-Communist Demonstration by 
Students in Istanbul on December 4, 1945"). 


) 
Respectfully yours, 
7 : a ¢. 
Edwin TC. wis e 


File No. 800 
JEHorner/bb 
re 
Original and hectdgraph to Department 


CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State 


per 


DIVISION OF ACTION COPY 
CENTRAL SERVt@s6————=. 


TELEGRAPH @ECTION DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
INCOMING TELEGRAM 








ACM ~./ 2591 
ACTION :NaA PLAIN 
INC: 
Ss Moscow via War 
U 
c Dated December 6, 1945 
SA 
SA/GN Rec'd 7:09 o.m., 7th 
SA/TH2 fake 
SPA go oft 
“UR Secretary of State 
_ Do/L~C it ae 
Fo~l4¢ Washingt ~ 
ioe — Deb 10 Togs 
oIc DIVISHE 
Int 4079, Sixth wT 
Ort 
J oy PRAVDA December 6 published prominentiy Ankara story 
DG/R-L 
entitled "Fascist rowdyism in Istanbul”. Substance of item 
follows. 


Ankara December 5. Yesterday “with clear protection of 
police" there took placa demonstration of several thoy wid 
Fascist minded students. Character of demonstration indicated 
that it had been prepared in advence by auth rities. Demon- 
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these outrages as manifestations of some sort of “democracy”. 
According to SON TEIGRAF police chief characterizes events on 
Istanbul streets as "patriotic demonstration”. 
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With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 406 
dated December 3, 1945, on the subject, "Results of 
By-Elections Held on December 2, 1945," I have the 
honor to report that it was announced in the semi- 
official Ankara newspaper ULUS of December 6, 1945, 
that Mekki Hikmet Gelenbeg, President of the Istanbul 
Bar Association, had been elected Deputy for Istanbul. 
Mr. selenbeg, like the other successful candidates 

a member in good standing of the Cumhuriyet Halk 
Partisi, defeated former Deputy Hakki Tar Us, 
resident of the Istanbul Press Association, and also 
a party member, by 137 votes. 


Q 


¥9-21/00°L98 


ey] 


The Istanbul result seems to have no particular 
significance other than to providg’ONe more indication 
that non-party candidates cannot gct to be elected 
under present conditions. 
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With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 33 of 
November 26, 1945, regarding the arrival in Turkey of the 
Princess of Berar, daughter of the last Ottoman Caliph, Abdul 
Majid II, I have the honor to forward herewith the text of an 
interesting memorandum regarding the Istanbul opinion of the 
Princess’ visit. This memorandum was prepared by Mr. Ali Nur 
Bozeali, the Embassy's Chief Translator at Istanbul, whose 


contacts and information have long been hig valued by the Enbassy. 
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Enclosure No, 1 to despatch No. 414 (restricted -- confidential as 
to source), dated December 6, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, 


COPY Sourcer Mr. Ali Nur Bozcali, 
Chief translator 
of American Embassy, 
Istanbul. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE AMBASSADOR 
Regarding 


Public Reaction to Visit of the Princess of Berar 


Public interest aroused here by the arrival at Istanbul, on 
November 20, 1945 of the former Princess Dirril-Sehvar, daughter of 
the last Caliph Abdul Majid II, now the Princess of Berar of India, 
was great, though not sustained. During the first days of her visit 
the Park Hotel was filled with people anxious to get a glimse of 
the Princess, and occasionally the police had some trouble in dis~ 
persing a curious crowd which gathered here and there when she went 
out sight-seeing or making calls. But in general, interest died 
down rather quickly. 


Of course the visit in question also gave rise to much specula— 
tion as to its purpose. The explanation that it had a purely private 
character did not satisfy many. Indeed, people found it difficult 
to believe that merely touristic motives could have prompted the 
return to Turkey of such a prominent member of a dynasty rather 
ignominiously expelled from the country. 


Though there is nothing very much concrete to go by, the gen- 
eral conjecture here is that the visit of the Princess of Berar 
has as its main purpose arranging the transfer to Turkey of the 
remains of her father Abdul Majid II, who died in Paris last August. 
It appears that the ex-Caliph declared in his testament that he 
wished to be buried at Istanbul next to his father Sultan Abdulaziz I. 


As will be recalled, Abdul Majid II, of the House of Osman, was, 
upon the abolition of the Sultanate on November 1, 1922, end the 
departure from Istanbul on a British man-of-war of the last Sultan, 
Mehmet Vahdettin VI, nominated by the First Grand National Assembly 
"Caliph of all Muslims" on November 18, 1922, He held this office 
until March 3, 1924, when the succeeding Grand National Assembly 
proclaimed the abolition of the Caliphate. Abdul Majid himself and 
his immediate entourage were promptly moved out of the country, 
and the other members of the Ottoman dynasty ~- men as well as 
women — were all required to leave Turkey within ten days. This re- 
quirement was embodied in the very same law which provided for the 
abolition of the Caliphate (Law No. 431 of March 3, 1924). It 
furthermore deprived all the members of the House of Osman of their 
Turkish citizenship and perpetually forbade their return to Turkey. 
This drastic measure, quite understandable at that time, unavoid- 
ably entailed considerable hardship for those affected thereby 
who, without resources in foreign lands, have experienced and 
are still experiencing great difficulty in ensuring their sub- 
sistence. It is being rumored that the visit of the Princess 
of Berar may also stand in relation with a project, talked of 
some time ago, about an amendment to the above law which would 
permit the repatriation of at least the women members of the Ottoman 


dynasty. 
Others 


Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No. 414 (restricted -- confidential as 
to source), dated December 6, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara. 


~2— 


Others are inclined to ascribe to the visit motives of a broader 
political character. Indeed, they claim to see therein and in the 
possible developments which it may entail, a phase in a British-spon- 
sored plan aimed at bringing countries of the Moslem faith closer 
together, as a counter-move to the recent Soviet endeavors for an 
understanding among the different Orthodox churches. Obviously it would 
be somewhat far-fetched to expect, in this connection, a momentous de- 
velopment such as the reestablishment of the Caliphate, at least in 
Turkey. But many hold the view that a conciliatory gesture on the part 
of the Republican Government along the lines referred to above may 
serve to increase sympathy for Turkey among Moslem countries where, 
often as a result of marital ties, there still exists great reverence 
for a dynasty which, from the conquest of Egypt by Sultan Selim I in 
1517, uninterruptedly until 192), held the title and office of Caliph. 
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"Fascist Rowdylam in ‘stenbul". Stetace of item follows: 


Ankara, Dec 5. Yesterday “with clear protection of police” 


there took place demonstretiion of several thousand Fascist 


minded students. Character of demonstration indicated that it 
had been prepered in advince by authorities. Demonstrators 
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warmed up at appropriate weetings, destroyed quarters and presses 


TAM, 44 


of democratic papere BABim TURQUIE, YENI DURYA and recently founded 


magazine GORUSLER, beat rembers of their staffs and comnitted 

other Fascist holliganisns. Bookstore selling Soviet productions 

was emashed. Demonstrat«rs ahonted slogans hostile tc USSR. 
Certain officials in Ankara and Ietanbul attempt to dept 


these outrages as nanife.tations cf some sort of "denocracy”. 
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@2- $h079, Sixth, from Movoow via War. 


Accomiing to SON TEIGRA’, Police Chief characterizes evem. on 
Jetantal streete aa "patriotic demonstretion"™, 
Gent Department 40793 repeated Ankara 8% and Yrankfurt. 
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. DIVISION ui 
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Erkin informs me Russian Consul General Istanbul called 
on Vali to inquire regarding compensation for damages caused 
bookshop owned by Soviet citizen on Dec 4, Vali replied that 
ovner conld apply to courts in same way as Turkish proprietors 
of wrecked, Dem yay re sould ao. Consul General objected and 
requested a special commission to assess damage. {Sent Dept 


154k, repeated Moscow 118) After consideration by Govt this 


Gryl-cl/00°L98 


has been agreed to inasmuch as in any ce-e Court would have 


appoint commission for purpose of estimating damages. 
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Moscow vie War 
Dated December 7, 1945 


Rec'd 1:53 p-m- 


Secretary of State 
Int 

opi ciaeiaca 
rC/R-1 4087, Seventh. 

Preaa December 7 published 8 line Tass Ankara report that 
Bayar had announced withdrawal from National Republican Party. 
Item noted that Bayar had held -xrrierehip end Vice Presidency of 
Party. 

Sent Dept , repeated Axixvn “6 and Frankfurt. 
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US URENT VIVESIUN 

7 MEE FFAINS 
1552, December 8, 6 p.n. m seeemaeioorees 


Foreign Minister asked mo call this afternoon told mo 
Soviet Ambassador phoned at noon asking appointment. He naw 
Anbearadoy balf hour later and received from him note, 

(Sent Ropartmant os 1952; repented Moscow us 120), Saka 
showed me text cf which following 16 close xssume taged om 
acters X touts "In accoxdence with 4nformation recelved by 
Soviet Goveranent during mnifestation of December 4 at 
Istenbul hostile worde against USSR were shouted by crow) 
aad two bookstores salling Soviet publications destroyed as 
well aa Soviet bocks. Thave facta give demonstration anti- 
Soviet wharacter, These "howtile acta” took place in absense 
of countermeasurea by police who protected menifestora £3 The 
Soviet Government cannot overlock such provocative antics 
rogeriiag SSR and declares that reapoosibllity for wd 
actions falle upon Turk Government”, See my vext following 


taleg wat. 


WIISON 
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‘ Rec'd 2:06 a.m,, 9th 






a ae 
; Qk’, eas ne o- +3 
Secretary of State : “|p SEV i 
Washington . oe Ceo 141945 
WEan fas" CTAIRS 
US URGENT " . caste 
1553, December 8, 7 p.m. . 
FONMIN said that after reading note he stated following to <a 
Vinogradov: (EMBTEL 1552, Dec 8, 6 p.m. Sent Dept as 1553, rptd 5 
Moscow as 121) Information on which Soviet Govt based its note = 
is erroneous. Crowd uttered no words hostile to USSR, there were iS 
no acts directed against USSR and’ sanifestation hed no (repest no) . 
163] 


anti-Soviet character, It was demonstration against efforts to 


implant Communi sm in'Turkey; where Communism is illegal. Police 


had not protected manifestants but had tried to protect book shops, 
r ‘ aT 


proof being trat members of pdlicp vere hurt in tieles. Owners of 
book stores have legal remedies saat to them to recover damages. 
Soviet Govt information evidently canes from same source,as8 that 
on which Tass correspondent based his desr:toh. Turkiai au ities 
pointed out errors of fact in thie despatch but correspdiider 
insisted on filing story. Saka reiterated that demonstréion 

, Dec & hea 
SECRAT wer 


SSCRET 

2-, #1553, December 8, 7 p.m., from Ankara. 

Dec 4 had no relation to any foreign country but only to 
Turkish internal question, Reply would be made to Soviet note 
after study of full report expected from Turkish authorities 
concerning Ietanbul demonstration. 

Sake, added that as Vinogradov was leaving he said to latter: 

If it were & question of trying to read hostile intentions into 
acts and utterances, Turkish Govt, which listens nightly to Moscow - 


radio broadcasts OG, Turkish institutions and Personalities, — 





would be better Justif tea _than n ia | USSR An relation to Tetantul — 





affeir. Turkish Govt, however, prefers not to seek for hostile 
intent in such words from Moscow. 

Saka told me he had expected scme such Soviet reavtion, 
Occasion was too good to let pass. Soviets have taken ots of 
Istanbul incident, hate “gi it on recora” for future use. He 
believes time when USSR will use it, together with other trumped 


up charges against Turkey, will be after they have secured their 





objectives regarding Iren; then will come Turkey's turn. 
Incidentally he remarked that news today from Iran indicates 

stepping up of action Soviet sponsored “democrats”. It -ie no 

coincifience, he said, thst thie occure at time ennouncement forth- 


coming meeting Foreign iehaierks this is ola Boviet tactic to 


rns 


face such meetings with fait accompli. 
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Your reporting TAN incident (EMBS 1553/Dec 8) greatly appre- 


ciated. 


You may tell Turkish authorities in your discretion that in 


present situation and particularly before UNO becomes fully opera- 


tive we feel that they would be well advised to exercise the utmost 


care to avoid incidents of any kind which can be interpreted as being 


provocative. 


3 g 
dee Jones:GC NEA 


12/11/45 


ae 


‘nal Sal daaanipsashe : 


8-21 /090° 1982 


; 





“SQUYISION OF ie ACTION COPY 
ne 





TELEGRAPH SECTION DEPARTMENT OF STATE | 
INCOMING TELEGRAM 
JD =H 3523 
Paraphrase before con- 
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CONFIDENTIAL 3 
ACTTON : NEA Reo'’d 8:56 p.m. 20th aoe 
INFO: a es 
S Secretary of State toh’ 
v ‘Vn EM Mg 
c is H 
aa Washington ¥ Rds / o 
A-D . 
ts 4, Dacembex 10, 1 p.m : 
DC/R i554, ys p-Me 


Yesterday morning I received meseage from Consul Genoral 
Machtee Istanbul that previous night American prese correspoudent 
called on him to may thet at request Sertels he called at Serta) 
home that evening. Sertel and wife stated they were in terror of 
their lives and asked correspondent request MacAtes grant sey lar 
and provide escort to Conmlate General. Machtese replied when 
Ambassador act in residence premises Istanbul not covered by 


extraterritorial status and, therefore, no right grant asylum. 


SvO!l-2!1/00°ZL98 


He added be would commmicate this development to we. Corres- 
pondent said Sertel did not state what had occurred subsequent 
to December & tc yiive basie for present fear. Correspondent 
added he d4c aot intend to get in touch agsin with Sertels and 
wished to drop out of matter. MacAtes requested my instructions. 
I informed bim that aside from question whether Istantui premises 
have extraterritorial status asylum mst not (repeat not) i 
granted except when individnal seeking it is in immediate woptal, 
Brook 
wt 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- #554, December 10, 1 p.m. from Askara 


danger and no other reasonable aveme of safety exists for hin. 
I added that this did not seem to be case on basis information 
furnished him. 

I saw Secretary General Foreign Office and informed him of 
foregoing suggesting he might wish to wake sure adequate protec- 
tion afforded Sextels. He thanked me for information said he vas 
confident Sertele in no personal danger but would inmediately 
advise Director Public Security in order make sure adequate pro- 


tection afforded. JT advised MecAtee of this. 
WILSON 
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goat te ge of State, 


aioe see, f ae 


wade, Decenhber 10, 


Tetoviud newspaner SI CIT Qeeenber 7 reports, in 
treie i tien from Purkish: 





sentence was prenowiced -astemioy ct smiars > ilitary 
Soct on Joseph syvazyan and other rersene umier tricl for 
noiday, provarands and setting up orgonigzstiens ip our 
soutlern provinces on behalf of vw foreign power. syveumn 
wus found giilty ard sentenced to 19 rears, 3 cwrths amd 
5 deve in prison; to 7-1/2 rears residence el Jom under 
police supervision, and to cor ’iscefion of his revolver, 
typewriter, and TY. 6,900, 

"Those who were tried with lin were os either. Tiers 
ure Sptih; calahadadin cuseyr. by who wes Notriet saminise 
trotor of fntukya under the Prenuch; le eriya fivus, and 
Conal iergan, who Was arrested ot Istenbul. 

“Joseph syvagyan was browg).t np end edncited be a 
Genian fendly, Ne orereted the Yuyla Motel at Sofukoluk: 
nor Ishenderun during: tie occupotion of Vatay, and ufter 
it wg Joined to Turkey, he drev attention by his close 
contact with the Cen an Conswliste in the Latasy amd at 
idam, and was arrested after Leing followed for none 
tine." 








Samiler report was carried by ctrer Tetenmi and Anhaca 
panera of the saue date, The teial win held in seeret, and no 
other anformation nas been rade neblie repiurdarg at. The Jnby py 
wil}, report promptly when it has received further anfercution ree 
rarding, the cose which it ais new erdoavering to obteio. 
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A~D ‘ Moscow via War 
SA 
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“fs 
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ve/L-C 
SPp<2 Secretary of State, 
VO=14 
OIG Washington. 
badtiug 
ort 
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pe/R-1 4 oo 
PRAVDA Docember 9. i > 12 184: Oo 
INTERNATIONAL REVIEW commentfd cniwhat it cdfied 
* 4 G. “aS i 
"pogrom" in Istanbul Dec 4. at = 
REVIEW described Dec 4 events in terms simtiar to = 
308se used in Soviet press account Dec 6, adding 1... sa- nN 
[2 ? aden thet disguised policemen took part in demonstretion. Oo 
NS Yavrh urkish official sources stated REVIEW ‘scek to ne 
4) ent porrom as spontaneous demonstration. REVIEW ass 
. there can be telk of spontaneous demonstration wren 
_polise clearly protected it. It is cloar that there = 
. 7 
simply took plece "repulsive spectacle.’ Roaction i?) 
axe) 
apyarently does not feel its posit ton in Turkey to be too 
is pilin biniawinis. ericanietatnay arrmemeeirenrine anette iaccanimaniadiee 
firm 1f existence of few democratic preas orvans dvivén 
i sis cha: eianeh eos ay 
it into stete of frenzy. Fescist minded rowdies made 
nie ee 
themselves ridiculous. According to Ankera radio’ pr 
"demonstrate? 3 carried posters statine that in no ovhcy cur) 


were there sucn liberties. True aspect of freedom in 


Turley 


PLAIN 


PLAIN 
~2- #4120, Tenth, from Moscow ‘ia War 


Turkey wes clearly revealed. ‘World well remenbers 
anelogous incidents in other countries also accompanied 
by smashing up of democratic eatablishments and book 
burning." 

REVIEW concludes py statire that for hypocrisy organ- 
izers of Istanbul pogrem undovatedly broke recor”. 
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Dc/R ; Dated Devamber 11, 1945 
SECRET o 
Rec'q 1:40 a.m., 12th on 
=! 
Secretary of State ss ° 
Washington al 
15 one vp 
pile 
US URGENT — “ E 1] 
1559, Decenbes 11, 4 p.m. = 
Secretary General of Foreign Office gave me this morn- a j 
‘ing copy of nore which Foreign Miniser vas to send to j 
w 
® soviet Ambasseior an hour later in reply .o latter's note | 
wry ’ necember 8 (EMTEL 1552. December 8, 6 p.m. 
\" Erkin sais that in  orepering reply Turki:. Government Sq 
ga § 
wv sought particular)y to be conciliatory and to wke clear XQ 
that demonstintica of Decembor 4 at Tetsnbul ha been : INS 
_ solely of internil nature snd in no wise directec aguinst hy 
or hostile to USJR. {Sent Department as 1559, reisated Bes 
Moscow (*), He sdded that as Secretary Byrnes Wou.% de _ 
leaving in duy or two for Moscow whore secretary would ‘OQ tg 
doubtless be_ tol by Syeiets thet December 4 ineideyt ¥a5 —_ Oy 
= ee i O 
oh | Tit | Yee 4 "provocative > oO 
ue oN 
SECRET ars : ao Cc 
\Cat i 
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SECRET 
~2-#1559, December 11, * p.m., from Ankara 


"provocative, Fascist, otc.", he would appreciate it 
if text Turkish reply could be telegraphed Moscow 
for Secretary's information. 
Text of note is in ny imm:diately following telegram 
to Department to be repeated by Department to Moscow. 


WILSON 
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INFO ; 
Ss RKB =O . 4o25 
U i No paraphrase necessary 
c ‘ ‘ Ankara 
A-D . 
A-B SECRET Deted December 11, 1945 
SA . — M 
sa/M , * ooa Mah 
SPA ; Md eat, 
EUR iB %, 
FC-9 Secretary of State “2 g/ 
DC /R 4 WS He % Is 
Washington fi 
US URGENT = 
‘ 1560, December 11, 5 p.m, ~ 
Pa 2) fe) 
Shs Following text of Turk note referred to in my oO 
immediately Preceding telegram. = 
"By note dated December 8, 1945 5 196 Embassy : m 
( oF Soviet Union informed Ministry of Foreign Affairs we 
\o 
\ that according to information received by its dovern- i 
\ 
\ ment regarding manifestation at Istanbul cries hestile 
wg to Soviet Union were heard on several occasions two 
books shops where Soviet publications vor? on sale 
had been demolished and Soviet books destroyed. 
As result of these facts note ‘eontinucd manifestation re) 
sesumed character hostile to Soviet Union andact, 8. 
i=) = 
of moifestants oseum ed without any counterestlo Qu. 
wo O 
on pert Turk police vf protected manifestation. aa 
EN bye 


on 
is conclusion, 


etd ir 


SECRET 
-2-#1560, December 11, 5 p.m., from Ankara 


In conclusion, note added finally thet Soviet Govern- 
ment could not overlook such provocative acts toward 
USSR, acts for which it made Turk Government responsible. 

Ministry of Poroilgn Affairs after carefully 
examining note from Soviet Eubessy has honor to in- 
form it hereinunder of answers salled for by Various 
points raised in this note: 

First of all it should be 3stetoa that meticulous 
investigation undertaken by competent cuthorities 
regarding events of Doeexber 4 has established 
absolutely that manifestation of Istanbul was of a 
purely internal character. In keeping with what is 
happening at present in several countries where press 
enjoys complete freedom, diverse ideologies are 
struggling today in Turkey in field of publications. 

It is sprasimt as well from official reports as 

from numerous accounts sent to their newspapers by 
foreign correspondents that manifestation of December 4 
showed simply reaction of a part of public opinion 
against theories professed by certain Turk journalists. 
Neither in intention nor in fact did occurrence 

exceed this meaning and it is absolutely erroneous to 
attribute to it a sharaster hostile to Soviet Union. 


SECRET ° Moreover 


SECRET 
-3-#1560, December 11, 5 p.m., from Ankara 


Moreover, following verification to this effect 
representative of Tass Agency vas amicably invited by 
general direction of press, to which he hed presented 
an absolutely inaccurate account of manifestation 
to rectify his errors. Representative of Tass 
Agency refused absolutely and through erroneous 
information thus furnished to Moscow he was perhaps 
involuntarily at bottor of misunderstanding which 
seems to have been engendered between countries 
concerning significance of occurrence of December 4. 
Nevertheless and ‘to give to neighboring country 
further testimony of its excellent disposition 
Governaornt of Republic on a basis of allegations 
contained 27 fovfet note ordered competant authorities 
to undertake a complementary investigation in order 
to establish whether note (7) (2?) evidence of facts 
any trace could be found far or near of trouble 
makers interested in artificially provoliiing complicatd ons 
in Turkv-Russian relations. svar resetved on this 
suh jeot is eonelusive and is of nature to give entire 
sutiiefaotion to Turi Goverment. Neatfestation of 
December 4 revealed nelthor by erles nor by asts apr 


character hostile to any foreign power whatever, 
SECRET With respect 


SECRET 
~4.#1560, December 11, 5 p-m., from Anksra 


With respest to Parersar destruction, Turk 
Government has been informed of damages suffered 
by several prorsictors or stores and that unfortiumately 
among these persons ticsro is a Soviet National. 
Persons having incurred such damage in arder to 
support their claims must follow normal course which 
is through judicial “ivsoduro. Turk Nationals who 
have sustained damage in course of events of December 4 
have already presented their claims to this effect. 

Information tending to attribute to manifestation 
& pretended character of hostility to USSR baving bean 
completely and definitely dispelled there can be no 
question either of failure of service on part police 
forces nor with still greater reason of any responsibility 
Turk Government" 

Department please repeat Moscow. 
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LUR aaa 
De, pos bed 12 1945 
3 «@ c 5 
ae Secretary of State ‘ ANSON 
orc Wushington aa : 
INT a 
OFY 0) 
PL 4136, Eleventh. “I 
LC/R . 
Following ia substance of IZVESTIYA Deo 11 item “after Fuscist (o} 
oO 
demonstration in Istunbul”. ~ 
Sofia Dec 9 Tuse. According to information from Istunbul iY) 
i) 
Turkish political circles have begun to munifest confusion and desire — 
to ‘Ss miu. significance of Fuscist outrges, BS 
oO 
Bes Ua Jivst day ufter demonstration Turkish uuthorities displayed 


Jt _(e-pota tendency to emphusize i*6 cope. It waa announced official)» ‘ 


[SCA iw 


eating of Majlis party grcup that demonstrators numbered two to 
three thousund. Evening unnouncement ruised number to en 
and later commmique to twenty thousund. But on second -. ot n 


agency reported that only two thousund participuted., eS 
Opinion is expressed umong Ankara journalists that statement of 
Press Dept Director rejecting indications of hostility of demonstra~ 
tion to USSR contained in communique of Tuss Ankara correspondent hud 
purpose of expressing Turkish point of view not so much for intemal 
ap for international 


PLAIN 


PLAIN 


-2- #4136, Eleventh, from Moscow via War. 


as for intermotion.l opinion. (IZVESTIYA here coments thut 
statement wos made public before appeurunce of telegiam of Txss 
correspondent in Soviet press). 

Opinion is also expressed that it is un rofitable for Turkey 
now to exhibit itself ue party provoking sharpening of Turkish USSR 
relations. Therefore possibility ts not excluded that Turks will 
seek to deny thut demonstrution had Fascist und anti-Soviet 

‘pharucter deapite fucte which may be viewed in thie light. 

= Porticipante in demonstration shouted threats ugeinet Russians. 
Streetcars und busses were covered with anti-Soviet inscriptions 
nd bookstore selling Goviet literature was destroyed. 

_ Attempta are being made by Turiish authorities to depict 
demonstration us “epontuneous event". There ure few people among 
Journ.lists who doubt that Istanbw). authorities not only knew of und 
did not prevent preparution for deaonstretion but thut Ankare’s 
upproval wae received for orgunizing it. 

Moreover, uccoming to new jnformation on sume day similar 
demonstrution took pluce in Izmi? and duy later in Bursa. 

Sent Dept 4136 repsuted Sofis 146 Frankfurt und ankura 87. 
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GEM-O "991 
Paraphrase before com- 
municating to anyone. — Ankara 
. Dated Decumber 13, 1945 
SECRET 
Rec'd 3:16 p.m., 14th. 


Secretary of State . 





‘Ss ON 
oe, DEC 17 1945 ry 





Washington. 
er teetson we / jj y 
1570, Decatber 13, noon. ENT oF SY I 
Foreign Minister who dined with me last night oO 
said that when he handed Soviet Ambassador on =, 
Dec 11 reply to Soviet note Dec 8 regarding student 0 ; 
demonstration Istanbul (my 1559, Dec 11) he proposed ~ 
that both notes be made public. (Sent Dept as 1570, : 
repeated Moscow as 125). Vinogradov said he would ” 
ask instructions. 
MESSAGE UNSIGNED 
WMB 
SECRET 
Q 
% p. 
e@ 2 
PL. 
ty 


°F, 


PARTMENT is DIVISION OF 
ae a ae INCOMING CENTRAL SERVICES 


acrron aaa 
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TELEGRAM 
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5587 ea 


commanicated to anyone. Ankara DIVISION FERIA _| 


We 
Dated December 15, — 
Rec'd 20:48 p.m., 15th 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


1578, December 15, 6 p.m. 
Erkin tells me Soviet Ambassador saw FORMIN yesterday 


to give reply to latter's proposal for publication notes 


regarding Istanbul demonstration (EMBTEL 1570, December 17). 


Vinograiov said if Turk Govt wished publish Soviet Govt 
would not object; but Soviets regarded Turk note ag un- 
satisfactory and s6 “negation of facta". (Sent opt ax 
1578 repeate’. Moscow 127) Saka expressed thanks (*) 

and said would publish afternoon following day (today), 
@e regards second part he could not accpet this etatement 
and reiterated that Turk note sent out verified facts. 

In other wortis said Erkin both sides maintain their point 
of view. 
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SECRET 
-2- $2578, Deceuber 15, 6 p.m. 


furk Govt wae surprised that last night Moscow radio 
gave text of notes. An Iatentul paper published garbled 
yergion this morning based on Moscow radio and Turk Govt 
released fnl). text at noon today. 


WILSON 
EDA 
SECRET 


NOTE: Delay due badiy garbled condition of messags, correction 
to follow. 
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CENTRAL SERVICES 
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Paraphrase befox 
municating to a 


Dated December 15, 1945 





SECRET 
Rec'd 10:48 p.m., 15th 
7 SnMENT | Ta | 
Secretary of State € 7 | 
Washington Lec 2 6 194 | 


‘i DIVISION ents | 
1578, December 15, 6 p.m. 
Re publication notes regarding Istanbul demon- 
stration. 
Line eight, delete "(*)" and insert "for first 
part foregoing" to read "Saka expressed thanks for 


first part foregoing and said would publish, et 


cetera”, 
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ACTION COPY 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


INCOMING TELEGRAM 


CTION<Nius 
INTO: 
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U 
Cc 
Ae-B 
Ae 
SA 
SA/Ou 
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SPA 
EUR 
DC /Let 
SPL°2 Secretary of State 
Feel4 
Washington 


4179, Fifteenth. 


Summary follows of ten-inch Tass statement of Istanbul 


demonstration 


jp ae 


118 (eat 


sabld abe: 


con le two stores selling Soviet 
publications of democratic charautin were — 


demoustration there were outcries hostile to Setter 


tives in Istanbul, 


ree ¥S, 


AS already reported im our press on Dec 4, there te’ 


acknowledged om following day by Turkish offtciazre 


ould, HY 
VEC 17a 
[ Osi, , 
5318 vee 2 
PLAIN , 
Moscow via War 
Dated December 15, 1945 


Ree'd 10:33 a.m. 


1-21/00°298 


Ges 


ace in Istanbul demonstration of sevoral thousand students 


ge elements during which buildings of all demovratic 


literature and osher 

During 
rion as 
esentas 


5 


Oo Dec 8, Soviet Ambassador in Ankara banded Turkish 


Foreign Minister note pointing out 


aucl-~Soviet characte of 


demonstration sand absence of any kind off oppositicnm cc part 


of Turkish police which protected demonstration. No 


PLAIN 


“e shares 


that 


PLAIN 
-2- #4179, Fifteenth., from Moscow via War. 


that Soviet Govt cannot overlook such provocational actions 
tovard USSR and that responsibility for these actions rests 
upon Turkish Govt, 

On Dec 11, Turkish Govt in its note of reply declared 
that it had been established through investigation that 
demonstration had “purely internal character” signifying 
"merely reaction of one portion of public opinion to theories 
preached by certain Turkish journalists”. Referring to a 
supplementary investigation note states that demonstration 
had no hostile character with regard to any foreign power 
and that there can be no question of misdemeanor on part of 
police or responsibility on part of Turkish Govt. Turkish 
note also attempts to refute report of Tass correspondent 
concerning demonstration although Soviet note made no re-~- 
ferences to any such report. 

Turkish Foreign Minister in transmitting note of Dec ll, 
proposed to publish Soviet and Turkish notes. In reply to 
this proposal Soviet Ambassador told Minister that Soviet 
Govt has no objection to publication of Sowlet note and 
Turkish reply if Turkish Govt considers this necessary. Tow- 
ever, Soviet Govt finds 1t necessary to state that Turkish 

Govt's 


PLAIN 


PLAIN 
-3- #4179, Fifteenth, from Moscow via War. 


Govt's reply is unsatisfactory in view of its groundiessness 
and denial a °C eee 
Sent Dept 4179; repeated London 636; Ankara 81 and 

Frankfurt. 
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c RKB =R 6193 
A-D Paraphrase before com- 

pe/R-2 municating to anyone. Ankara 


Dated December 17, 1945 
SECRET 

Rec'd 
Secretary of State 


s Washington 





200, Docnadian 17, 6 p.m. 

I have on two occasions since Debates 4 demonstration 
expressed to Secretary General FONOFF my hope steps be taken 
prevent any further incident (DEPIEL 1166 December 33) (@) 


SvylZ1-21/00°L98 


me everything calm end nothing further would happen. He 
mentioned a few days ago that a newspaper at Izmir had re- 
ceived anonymous letters threatening same action as 
against TAN; police were given immediate instructions 
investigate and afford adequate protection. 


(4444-2) 


WILSON 





JMS 


(*) (3) These portions of message undecipherable 
Repetition requested from Ankara 


SECRET 


eid [PRtepyUD 
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EG 6193 
Paraphrase before com- 
municat:ing to anyone. Ankara 


Dated December 17, 1945 
Rec'd 1:07 p.m., !8th 


> ARTIVENT QF | 


SECRET 






Secretary of' State 
er 


Washington Lec 2% 194 
DIVISION ae 


1584, December 17, 6 p.m. 4— 
I have on two occasions since December 4 demon- 





stration expressed to Secretary General FONOFF my hope 
steps be taken prevent an; further incident (DEPTEL 
1166 December 13). He a:sured ‘ne everyiiing calm 

and nothing further wou).j happen. He mentioned a 

few days ago that ‘ newspaper at Izmir had received 
anonymous letters threatening same action as against 
TAN; police were given inmediate instructions investi- 
gate and afford adequate orotection. 

I believe little likelihood fwm-ther demonstration 
this nature against pro-Coumuniste in Turkey. They 
are thorougly frihtened and will probably keep 
quiet for som tine. Our danger in future dou 


come from deliberate Soviet campaign of progoc On.» 
a 
WILSON 


DM 
SECRET 


i] 
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Dist. ... 


EMBASSY OF THE ame 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, December 17, 1945 


No. 449 es + 
SECRET 


Subject; Student Demonstrations in Bursa, Izmir, 
and Gatalca. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, | ; 
Washington. 4 cet 
i 
Sir: i 





With reference to my despatch No. 415 dated December 6 
on the subject, "Anti-Communist Demonstration by Students 
in Istanbul on December 4, 1945," I have the honor to report 
that, according to Turkish press sources, further student 
demonstrations took place the next day in Izmir, Bursa, and 
in the small town of Gatalca in Turkish Thrace. 


The Ankara newspaper Ulus, the official organ of the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, said that these further demonstra- 
tions took place “in protest against the recent articles 
published in the country in favor of communism." Ulus added 
that the students marched to the monuments of the Tate 
President Atati&rk, upon which they placed wreaths, tore up 
copies of the periodical Gbrugler, and applauded owners of 
bookshops which had declin to sel eftist publications. 
The demonstrants behaved in a compfetAly orderly fashion, 
no damage to buildings or other yroperty resulted, nor w 
any personal injuries reported. 







SGryL1l-c1/00°L98 





r 
m 
File Wo. 800 
JEHorner:mab t2 
To the Department in Original and Hectograph 
ec: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, Moscow - 
' et By 
APE a 
Le po & st 
ye ton Cex. Ee ~ eat 
i oF o 


sath 


DIVISION OF 


CENTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SECTION 


/ q 
‘ 4 ACTION | eOPy 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE : C4 “evh 


INCOMING TELEGRAM 


6218 e ihe” 





ACTION: NTA 

. . ; 19g, 
INPO: i, i 
8 ECw -3 Ankara” fy 
Uv Fareghrase before con- ~ hy 
Cc minzoating to anyone Deted Decesber AT, 
A-D : ‘ :' 
EUR . Reo'd 11:15 a,m., 24th 
HOR/x CONFIDENTIAL “4 = % 
DC/R 

Secretary of State 
Ry Washington 


1583, December 17, 5 p-m. 

I submit following commen ts. on Soviet note : ‘ 
December @ regarding atudent demonstration Istanbul. , 
These ccmments are based on a number of’ factual reports 
received frem competent: observers at Istanbul , mainly 
Americans, ueny of whom were eye witnesses, (sent Dept 
as 1583 repated Moscow as 128.) 

: One. Note stated that during demonstration slogans 


GrLi-2z1 san? Loe 


hostile to USS" were frequently shouted by crowd, Ccmment: 
crovd cried "down with Commnists", and “down with Sertels", 
“we are “neither Communists. nor Fascists", ete Only ane 
source reports small group youths chanting “down with 
Soviets"; th$s source noted one stmeetcay aarked with eaus 
Sicgan. 


{Iwo. Nete stated the bookato 


=a) 


e4 
ore Menied)ishét 





in whieh Sovict publications on gale and Sovles ! 5k wel 


‘ ; ; >. 
destroyed, who eives manifestation charactey host@le to 
: DASE, 
CONF IDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- $1583, December 17, 5 p.m., from Ankara 


USSR. Comment; one of these stores, owned by Soviet 

National, was generally known as center of Communist 

propaganda but the other owned by Turk vas known for 

publishing Communist propagandse. Only if these stores 

can be regarded as officially connected with Soviet 

Govt can damage done them be considered as giving de- 

monstration character hostile to USSR. 

Three. Note states oy ar took 

Place in absense any counteraction whatever by Turk 

police who protected manifestation. Comment: established 

fact is that after attack on Tan office in Istanbul 

police es ee ee over Golden Horn in effort 

prevent srowd frum orossing to Pera where Soviet Con- 

sulate General and bookstores are located. As regards 

damage to bookstores (no mention is made in note of news- 

papers) competent observers agree in opinion that initially 

only objective of demonstration was Tan office end later 

attacks on bookstores had appearance of being unpremeditated. 

Those manifestants who managed to reach Pera from Istanbul 
where 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
-8-#1583, December 17, 5 p.m., from Ankars 


where they vere joined by students from Pera side paraded 
up main street past bookstores to Taxsim Square vhere 
wreath was laid at Ataturk statue and patriotic speeches 
made.’ It was only on way back from square that >,rowd 
demaged bookstores. Turk police took effective measures 
to protect Soviet Consulate General forming cordon at 
entrance to side streets leading to Consulate General. 
While great mass of crowd made no effort to reach police 
lines a few attempts were in f<ct made to break through 
but were thrown back by polica. Fact is therefore that 
police took effective steps to prevent hostile acts as 
regards only official Sov establishment which might have 
become involved in demonstration. 

Turk hostility to Communism within country is doubt- 
less intensified by belief that it represents Sov political 
infiltration controlled and directed from Moscow but 
competent observers Ge), this feeling found practically 
no B;, expression in denvakeutteti which was on contrary 
directed against domestic Communism and Communist 
activities in Turkey as symbolized by Sertels. 


HTM WILSON 
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. ‘ CORRECTION 
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U Paraphrase before com- 
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INVISION Ut | 

1583, December 17, 5 p.m. . Ee, 

Re comments on Soviet note regarding student demonstration 
Istanbol. 

Page two, line 8, delete "(7)" insert "acts by” so as to 
read "ote states hostile acts by renifestants" 

line 12, delete "(7)" insert "open" so as to read "police 
swung open drawbridges over Golden Horn" 

Page 3, line 17, deleto '(%)" insert "agree that” so as to 
read "competent observers agree that this feeling found” 

line 18, delete "(7)" insert "open” so as to read "found 


en ee 


practically no open expression in demonstration" 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Ankar: ia 18, 1945 
DN 






JAN 1 6 1946 







Subject: Suspension of Seven Professors for 
Contributing Articles to Left-Wing 
Publications. — 








in 
fot S lan ee 
: “= OPN P 1san A 
Thetiono Fable L DIVISION i 
The Becretery of State, HPP FETT ED SEE as { 
‘Washington. OTE aati eatin, 
Sirk’ i: 


“With reference to various telegrams and despatches 
from the bmbassy on the subject of the anti-communist 
Gemonstration of university students which took place 
in Istanbul on December 4, 1945, I have the honor to 
report that, according to Ulus, official organ of the 


Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's Party) of 


be oe 


a) \ 


ecember 17, 1945, the following have been suspended 
from their duties by the Ministry of National Education 
for contributing articles of a political character to 
newspapers: 


Sabahattin Ali, Professor in the State 
onservatory, Ankara. 

Niyazi Berkes, Instructor, Faculty of Languages, 
History and Geography, University of Ankara. 
Pertev Boratav, Instructor in Popular Literature, 
aculty o anguages, History and Georgraphy, 

University of Ankara. 

Mediha Berkes, Assistant, Faculty of Languares, 
History, and Geography, University of Ankara. 
behice Boran, Instructor, Faculty of Literature, 
History and Geography, University of Ankara. 


Adnan Cemgil, teacher of philosophy, Atattirk 
Lycee, Ankara. 


Komal Lilbagar, teacher in the secondary school 
system of lzamir. 


Although Ulus does not give the names of the publi- 
cations to which the suspended professors contributed, 


SV3I-c1/00"°L98 


presumably they included Tan and Gbrugler, both left-wing 


publications smashed by the demonstrating students on 


December 4. The first number of cbrugler, which appeared 


on December 1, 1945, carried the names of all seven 


professors 
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professors on its cover as contributors, along with 
the names of former Prime Minister Celal Bayar and 
Deputies Adnan Menderes, Fuat K&priilll, and Rifik 
Koraltan (these latter subsequently denied having 
any connection with the periodical). 


As previously reported by the Embassy (see, inter 
alia, Embassy's despatch No. 315 dated October 30, 
1945, on the subject, "New Circular from Secretariat 
General of Republican Peoples! Party said to Envisage 
Further Democratization of Gountes Article 9 of 
Law No. 788 dated March 18, 1926 (and certain other 
laws as well) expressly forbids government officials 
joining political parties or clubs, publishing articles 
of a political nature, or making statements of a 
political character. Ulus of December 16, had, in 
fact, carried a statement by the Minister of National 
Education, Hasan Ali Yticel, reminding all government 
officials of these provisions. (A copy of this state- 
ment is transmitted herewith). 


The best known of the suspended professors is 
Sabahattin Ali, who is generally considered to be an 
out-and-out comminist, and who has been imprisoned on 
numerous occasions. It is said that he has been 
able to retain his position up to now only due to his 
personal friendship with the Minister of National 
Education, whose schoolmate he was. 


The other suspended professors, all of whom are 
fairly well known, may or may not be communists; the 
general impression is that they are intellectual 
leftists. As of possible interest, it is noted that 
at least three of these six, namely Niyazi and Mediha 
Ferkes (who are husband and wife) and Lehice Boran 
received their university education in the United 
States. In this connection, the following extract 
from a Turkish secret police report is pertinent: 
",...Turkish students sent to the United States to 
study sociology and philosophy were returning to 
Turkey duped by communism. The cause, as can be seen 
in Turkey, is that Russian agents in America interest 
themselves more actively in foreign students. The 
main tactic of this endeavor is penefit from the 
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(Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 458, dated 
December 18, 1945 from American Embassy, 
Ankara.) 


H asan-Ali Ylicel, Minister of National Education, 
has sent the following circular to educational and training 
institutions of all grades: 


Certain members - although they number very few - 
of our organization have been observed to indulge in 
publications of a political nature. 


Those responsible for educational duties naturally 
deal with certain political and economic matters in con- 
nection with their lessons, and on the other hand declare 
these ideas both from tneir teacher's desks and in publi- 
cations outside school, and have thus led our Ministry 
to set two basic principles, l.e., teaching responsibility 
and political freedom. We can explain, by the laws which 
we are charged with applying, to what degree political 
rights and Freedom may be used without harming the task 
of teaching. 


In Article 9 of Law 788 on Government Officials, it 
is said: "It is forbidden for government officials jp 
join and to frequent political societies and clubs, to 
take part in all kinds of elections, and to make political 
publications or statements. Such actions necessitate 
their expulsion if proven after trial." 


Article 45 of the Press Law says: "It is forbidden 
to publish articles and letters opposing discipline ad 
obedience, sent by government officials, persons doing 
their military service, and by members of the army» 
containing their views on domestic and foreign political 
affairs, or their criticisms of the army or of their job." 


Article 27, changed by Law 3518, of the same law 
says in paragraph 2: "By Article 64 of the Turkish Penal 
Code, authors (on account of articles bearing their 
signature) and artists (on account of pictures appearing 
with their signature) are considered accomplices with the 
owner of the newspaper and those in charge of the general 
publication..." Government officials are thus openly fr- 
bidden to mix into politics, in order to assure the im- 
partial and efficient operation of public services. 


Again with this thought in mind, the Republican 
People's Party did not consider it suitable that the 
work of deputy and professor be joined in one person, and 
a few years ago, asked that professor-deputies belonging 
to the Party should take their choice of the two functions, 
and by a circular it sent last year, decided that members 
of the educational body should not be admitted to the 
Party Board of Administrators. 


My colleagues working in all educational and training 
institutions attached to our Ministry must act in accordance 
with the above principles, and must not enter into current 
politics by speech, writing, or action. Words and writings 
bearing the nature of suggestion and propaganda may pre- 
vent our children from being brought up with a free mind. 


As I am 


As I am responsible to the Grand National Assembly, 
and to the nation which it represents, for every action 
of the educational and training body at whose head I 
am, I have deemed 1t necessary and useful to make this 
matter clear to my colleagues. I have here reminded 
them of legal provisions which are known and which should 
be known, and of the main principles which are the source 
of these provisions. I wished to make sure that members 
of our organization will once more consider carefully 
this matter. As a matter of fact, very few persons have 
acted in violation of these principles. Our Ministry 
has fulfilled its legal duties with regard to them. 
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Subject: Request for Asylum in Consulate 
General at Istanbul Made by 
_ Zekeriye and Sabiha Sertel. 





The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Fe fed 
xr to refer to various telegrams 
the Embassy in connection with 
student demonstration which took 
on December 4, 1945, and especially 
yf to telegram No./ 1554 dated December 10, 1 p.m. re- 
i : porting that on December 8 Zekeriye and Sabina Sertel, 
: editors of Tan and GUrllgler had appealed to Consul 
Z \) General Macatee at Tstanbul for asylum in the Embassy- 
5 Consular promises. As the Department will recall, I 
a instructed Mr. Macatee to refuse this request, in the 
6 absence of further developments, inasmuch as this case, 
\e as presented, did not fall within the purview of the 
policy outline given on page 6 of Current Foreign 
Affairs of November 15, 1945. 






On December 12 Secretary Horner, through the 
medium of a Turkish source whose reliability is question- 
able, received the following letter dated December 7 
from Mr. Sertels 


"After the regrettable incident, organized and 
earried out by the secret police, I and my wife do not 
feel safe in this country. Every day and night we are 
threatened by the agents of the secret police. We 
want, therefor, to take refuge in the American Consulate 
General, and if it is possible to be sent to the U.S.A. 
Will you kindly tell our wishes to the Ambassador, and 
let us know the results by phone. My telfoh nu er is 
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Upon my instructions, Mr. Horner asked the person 
who had delivered the letter, and who was shortly after- 
wards to return to Istanbul, to say to Mr. Sertel 
that, as he had been informed when he made his request 
of Mr. Macatee, it was not possible under the circum- 
stances to grant him asylum. 


As reported in my above-cited telegram No. 1554, 
I informed the Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on December 9 of Mr. Sertel's request. 
In thanking me for this information, the Secretary 
General said that the Directorate General of Security 


would be instructed to take all necessary precautions to 
guard the Sertels. 


Respéctfully yours, 
Edwin C. Wilson 


File Noe 310 
JEHornersmab 
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cc: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, Moscow 
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Subject: Turkish Journalist Discusses Program 
of New Opposition Party. 





The Honorable ey 
The Secretary of State, i Bs % ns 
Washington. i 


Sir: 


With reference to previous despatches from the 
Embassy reporting the impending formation of an opposi- 
tion political party by former Prime Minister Celal 
Bayar and Deputies Adnan Menderes, Fuat KUprll1l, and 
Rifik Koraltan, I have the honor to give hereunder an 
extract from a lengthy article which appeared in the 
conservative Istanbul daily Tasvir of December 8, 1945, 
under the signature of its editor, Ziya Ebuzziya. ‘he 
article purports to represent the gist of the views of 
the four leaders of the new party on what the party 
should stand for, based upon conversations with them 
individually: 


"The greatest characteristic of the party being 
formed is that it is not personalized as is the case 
in certain countries. ‘the Party will not be set up around 
one person, but by a grouping of persons believing in the 
principles and ideals set forth. The party will thus 
be formed in a completely democratic fashion, not descen- 
ding from above but rising from the people to the Grand 
National Assembly to do its work of national control. 
the foremost aim of the party is that those believing 
in the principles put forth should be truly represented. 
Although it is a party of ideals, it 1s certain that the 
party needs a "leader" as do all enterprises and organi- 
zations. Four colleagues have got together and are 
preparing the program of the party and doing all the 
other preliminary work. This program and the rerulations 
will doubtless be matured at the first congress of the 
party. 


All this 
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"All this serves to show that the aim of the party 
is to attain the advanced position of a complete demo- 
cracy arranging for the people to take part in the ad- 
ministration. In order to attain this aim, efforts will 
be made to alter or eliminate methodically any obstacle 
which may be encountered in the rules, conceptions or 
methods of application. 


"The principles of the new party are completely in 
keeping with the democratic spirit and provisions of 
our present Constitution. Its difference from the 
Republican People's Party lies in its understanding of 
the parts remaining outside the. scope of these fundamental 
principles and in its views and conceptions with regard 
to the manner or system of their application. 


“Every care is being taken in order that no hitch 
may occur or the slightest disturbance take place in 
the national structure in the course of this step of 
departing from the habit of long years of a single 
party. With this aim, the experience obtained from all 
party movements since the Constitution and from the 
party movements undertaken since the organization of 
the national government are being kept in mind. It is 
essential that every care be taken to avoid the errors 
fallen into in these experiments. 


"The national structure has always been shaken by 
parties fighting one another on the basis of definite 
ambitions. On the other hand, wherever a party has taken 
its strength from the nation and conscientiously fulfilled 
its duty of checking, democracy has developed and the 
nation has benefitted greatly. Thus will the new party 
take its consciousness and strength from the nation and 
fully do its duty of controlling. This is one of the 
chief aims which it is wished to achieve today. 


"The move to set up a new party has aroused interest 
all around. Friends of the four colleagues as well as 
persons unknown to them keep applying by letter and other 
means. Very sound ideas are encountered among them, 


"The founders of the party are very touched by the 
interest taken by Turkish papers. This close concern 
on the part of the press is a clear proof of how neces- 
sary a new party is. 


"The new party has not chosen, and does not intend 
to choose, any paper in the press as its organ. The 
matter of publishing a newspaper in the future has not 
as yet been considered. It is a delicate.matter for a 
party, especially when it is under construction, to 


"cooperate" 
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"cooperate" with one newspaper alone. Among the reasons 
which led to the failure of the Free Party from the 
very first was its cooperation with one or two known 
papers. " 





Respect y yours, 


Edwin CA Wilson 
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DIVISION OF . 
CENTRAL SERVICES . ° 
TELEGRAPH SECTION DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
INCOMING TELEGRAM 
ACTION: NEA 
INFO: TWetl _ 7220 
Ss Paraphrase hefcre:com- 
: municating to anyone. . Ankara 
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SA Rec'd 2:28 a.m. ,21th 
SPA SECRET 4 = 
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Secretary of State, ran 
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Washington Eee #1 1946 
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1592, December 19, 1 p.m. 

SECRET 

In my judgment we shall face a major crisis in 
Middle East next Spring centering in relations between 
USSR and Turkey, (Sent Dept es 1592 RPTD Moscow as 
129 for the Secretary). Familiar pattern of Soviet 
buildup is recognizable beginning with denunciation 
non agression treaty with Turkey last March followed 
by demands in June for Turk eastern territories and 
bases on Straits then by siipport for Armenian 
committee's claims for annexation Turkey's eastern 
provinces to Armenian 5S5R all pressed home by steadily 
mounting criticism by Soviet radio and press of Turkish 
"Reactionaries Fascists etc". Soviet reaction to our 
note to Turkey proposing revision Montrew Convention 
indicates clearly that USSR is uninterested in Straits 
vuestion on its merits and that in raising this’ ‘ 


tf 
question £ 
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SECRET 
-2-#1592, December 19, 1 p.m. from Ankare 


cuestion Soviet Mion is using it as pretext behind 
which lies real Soviet objective, to control Straits 
and dominete Turkey. By next Spring Soviets will 

have consolidated their position in Iren and logically 
next (move would ther be against Turkey. 

Soviets, like Nazis before them, have given us 
ample . warning and indicated their objective and 
approximate time when they will seek to realize it. 
Turks on other. hand have made it clear that they 
will resist any attempt against their sovereignty and 
independence, fighting if necessary even if they stend 
aione and issue appears hopeless. Settlemeo.:ni of 
problem will in wr: opinion be determined largely 
by estimate formed by USSR of determination of 
US and UK to stand by principles embodie? in UNO. 


WILSON 


JMS 
SECRET 


ACTIONSNE 
INFO: 

A+B 

AeD 







AIRGRAM 689 
FROM Anorican Embasay 
Ankara 
December'19, 1945.” 
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: seine 
4-257, December 19. NE u 
Istanbul newspaper TASYIR December 12 reports: "Sixty- 


e h anniversary of Battle of Plevna was commemorated at Tolat 
evi (People's House) last night and tribute was paid to memory 
of Gazi Osman Paga, hero\of the battle and native of Tokat o.. 
The defense at Plevna is 4 most glorious and. noteworthy example 
of heroism in Turkish military history, A handful of Turkish 
soldiers 40. fought for months against an gnemy" (Czariet Russia) 
"mach stronger then itself and coo showed the whole world what 
great miracles the Turks could perform’,9. It is a pity that the 
anniversary of Plevna has not. been properly celebrated at the 
Halkevis of Isténbul." : 4 
CUMHURIYET, Iatanbul newspaper, December 15 quotes Sofia-. 
Radio report regarding cemmemorative mass held at Sofia for souls 
of thirty thougand Russian soldiers killed at Plena sixty-eight 
years ago. Soviet representative Kirshanov at Sofia allegedly 
said at a large meeting after the mass: "Sixty-elght years ago 
the Turkish Army under Ogman Paga was finally defeated. The 
Bulgarian nation.was thus freed of a slavery of five centuries* 
duration oo. Sixty-eight years later the fed Army once again 
saved Bulgaria, this time from Fascist rules" 
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EMBASSY OF THE itso 
SECRET UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
No. 465 


Ankara, Turkey, December 20, 1945. 





Subject: Transmitting Exchange of Notes between Soviet Embassy, 
Ankara, and Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
regarding Anti-Communist Demonstration in Istanbul 
on December 4, 1945. 








“Henry Op aya 
| AN & 4 


{ YW ISG Ue 
The Honorable a = cos 





18.1) 
a 
The Secretary of State, ~“ 
Washington, D. C. Q 
9 
~ 
Sir: -_ 
to 
I have the honor to enclose, for the Department's records, ' 
1/ copy of a note dated December 8, 1945, addressed by the Soviet A) 
Embassy, Ankara, to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a 
2/ together with an English translation, and copy of the Ministry aad 
3/ of Foreign Affair's note in reply dated December 11, 1945, together an 
4/ with English translation. The Soviet note constitutes a protest 
over the allegedly anti-Soviet nature of the demonstration of Turkish 
students which took place in Istanbul on December 4, 1945, and the 
Turkish reply is a refutation of the Soviet contentions. 0 
The text of the Soviet note, as transmitted herewith, is that ~ 
released by the semi-official Anadolu Ajansi (Anatolian News Agency) ro 
t of the T 


on December 15, 1945. The text of the Turkish note in reply is cepted 
from a carbon copy of the original handed to me by Feridun Cemal-Brkin, 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on December Dy, 
1945, and telegraphed, with a few unnecessary words deleted, the 
Department that same day (see my telegram\no. 1560 dated abe 11. 


5 pem.). 








oes y, 
Respectfully yours, gt 


> x \ C~ a 
Edwin 0. Wilson 


Enclosures: i _ 
1/ Copy of note December 8, 1945.‘ Hoh NE Vit 
2/ Translation of above. Su 
3/ Copy of note December 11, 1945. AG 


L/ Translation of above. ch 
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Department of State. as x 
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. Enclosure no.1 to Despatch No. 465, December 20, 1945, from Ankara, Turkey. 














Texte de la Note Soviétique datée du 8 décembre 1945 
au _Ministére Turc des Affaires Etrangéres. 


Selon les informations regues par ie Gouvernement soviétique is 
au cours de la manifestation qui eut lieu le 4 décembre 4 Istanbul, 
on criait 4 plusieurs reprises des paroles hostiles 4 1'Union soviétique, 
on détruisit deux librairies oi il y avait en vente des publications 
soviétiques et on anéantissait des livres sovietiques, ce qui fait 
revétir 4 la manifestation le caractére hostile 4 1'linion soviétique. 
Les actes hostiles susindiqués de la part des manifestants eurent lieu 
dans l'absance d'une contre-action quelconque de la part de la police 
turque qui protégeait la manifestation. 


Le Gouvernement soviétique ne peut pas passer outre telles 
actions provocatrices 4 1'égard de 1'URSS et déclare: que la 
responsabilité des actes susindiqués retombe sur le Gouvernement 
ture. 


SECRET 


Enclosure no.2 to Despatch No. 465, December 20, 1945, from Ankara, Turkey. 
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Translation 
Text of the Soviet note dated December 8, 1945, to the 


Turkish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


According to information received by the Soviet Government, 

in the course of the manifestation which took place on December 4 
at Istanbul, on several occasions cries were heard of words hostile 
to the Soviet Union, two bookshops where Soviet publications were 
on sale were demolished and Soviet books were destroyed, which 
would make the manifestation assume a character hostile to the 
Soviet Union. The hostile acts indicated above on the part of the 
manifestants took place without any counteraction whatever on the 
part of the Turkish police, which protected the manifestation. 


The Soviet Government cannot overlook such provocative action 
toward the USSR and declares that the responsibility for the above- 
indicated acts falls upon the Turkish Government. 


SECRET 


Enclosure no.3 to Despatch No. 465, December 20, 1945, from Ankara, Turkey. 





Texte de la Note en date du 11 décembre 1945 du Ministére 
Ture des Affaires Etrangéres, en reponse 4 la Note 


Sovietique du 8 décembre 1945. 


Par Note en date du 8 Décembre 1945 sub No.196 l'Ambassade de 
1'Union Soviétique a fait savoir au Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres 
que, selon les informations regues par Son Gouvernement au sujet de 
la manifestation 4 Istanbul, des cris hostiles 4 1'Union Soviétique 
ont été poussés 4 plusieurs reprises, deux librairies ot des publications 
soviétiques se trouvaient en vente ont été détruites et des livres 
soviétiques ont été anéantis. De tous ces faits, continuait la Note, 
la manifestation a revétu un caractére hostile 4 1'Union Soviétique 
et les actes des manifestants se sont déroulés en l'absence d'une 
contre action quelconque de la Police turque qui protégeait la 
manifestation. Et pour conclure, la Note ajoutait enfin que le 
Gouvernement soviétique ne pouvait passer outre tels actes de 
provocation 4 1'égard de U.R.S.S., actes dont il faisait retomber 
la responsabilité sur le Gouvernement turc. 


Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres, aprés avoir soigneusement 
examiné la Note de 1'Ambassade Soviétique, a l'honneur de lui faire 
savoir ci-aprés les réponses qu'appellent les différents points 
soulevés dans cette note : 


Tout d'abord, il y a lieu de relever que L'enquéte minutieuse 
a laquelle se sont livrées les autorités compétentes au sujet des 
événements du 4, Décembre a établi d'une fagon péremptoire que la 
manifestation d'Istanbul avait un caractére purement interne. A 
l'instar de ce qui se passe actuellement dans plusieurs pays ou la 
presse jouit d'une compléte liberté, diverses idéologies se luttent 
aujourd'hui en Turquie dans le domaine des publications. I1 résulte 
aussi bien des rapports officiels que de nombreux comptes-rendus 
envoyés 4 leurs journaux par des correspondants étrangers, que la 
manifestation du 4 Décembre marque simplement la réaction d'une 
partie de l'opinion publique contre les théories professées par 
certains journalistes turcs. Ni dans les intentions, ni en fait, 
1'événement n'a dépassé cette portée et il est absolument erroné 
de lui attribuer un caractére hostile 4 1'Union Soviétique. C'est, 
d'ailleurs, 4 la suite de cette constatation que le représentant de 
l'Agence Tass avait été amicalement invite par la Direction Générale 
de la Presse, 4 laquelle il avait présenté un compte-rendu absolument 
inexact de la manifestation, 4 rectifier ses erreurs. Le représentant 
de l'Agence Tass s'y est absolument refusé et, par des informations 
erronées ainsi fournies 4 Moscou, il a été, peut-8tre involontairement, 
& la base du malentendu qui parait @tre né entre les deux pays 
concernant la portée de 1'événement du 4 Décembre. 


Néanmoins, et pour montrer au pays voisin un nouveau témoignage 
de ses excellentes dispositions, le Gouvernement de la République, 
a, sur la base des allégations contenues dans ja Note soviétique, 
ordonné aux autorités compétentes de se livrer 4 un complément 
dtenquéte en vue d'établir si, malgré l'évidence des faits, 1'intrusion 
des pécheurs en eau trouble, intéressés 4 provoquer artificiellement 
des complications dans les relations turco-russes, pouvait de loin 
ou de prés tre constatée. La réponse regue 4 ce sujet est concluante 
et est de nature & donner entiére satisfaction au Gouvernement turc. 
La manifestation du 4 Décembre n'a marque ni par des cris, ni par 
des actes aucun caractére hostile 4 aucune Puissance étrangére, 


quelle ... 


quelle qu'elle soit. 


En ce qui concerne les destructions matérielles, le Gouvernement 
turc est informé des dommages subis par plusieurs libraires et que, 
malheureusement, parmi ces personnes figure aussi un ressortissant 
soviétique. Les personnes ainsi endommagées, doivent, pour faire 
valoir leurs réclamations, suivre la voie normale qui est la procédure 
judiciaire. Les ressortissants tures qui ont subi des dommages au 
cours des événements du 4 Décembre se trouvent avoir déja présenté 
leurs requétes 4 cet effet. : 


Les informations tendant 4 attribuer 4 la manifestation un 
prétendu caractére hostile 4 1'U.R.S.S. ayant été complétement et 
définitivement écartées, il ne saurait @tre question ni.d'une faute 
de service de la part des forces de Police, ni 4 plus forte raison 
d'une responsabilité quelconque du Gouvernement .turc. 


Ankara, le Décembre 1945. 


SECRET 
Enclosure no. 4 to Despatch No. 465, December 20, 1945, from Ankara, Turkeys 


Translation 


Text of Note dated December 11, 1945 
from the Turkish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in reply to the Soviet note 


of December 8, 1945. 


By Note dated December 8, 1945, sub No. 196, the Enbassy of the 
Soviet Union informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that, accord- 
ing to information received by its Government regarding the mani- 
festation at Istanbul, cries hostile to the Soviet Union were heard 
On several occasions, two bookshops where Soviet publications were 
on sale had been demolished and Soviet books had been destroyede 
As a result of all these facts, the Note continued, the manifesta- 
tions assumed a character hostile to the Soviet Union and the acts 
of the manifestants occurred without any counteraction whatever on 
the part of the Turkish Police which protected the manifestations 
In conclusion, the Note added finally that the Soviet Government 
could not overlook such provocative acts toward the USSR, acts for 
which it made the Turkish Government responsible. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, after having carefully 
examined the Note from the Soviet Embassy, has the honor to inform 
it hereunder of the answers called for by the various points raised 
in this note: 


First of all, it should be stated that the meticulous investi- 
gation which was undertaken by the competent authorities regarding 
the events of December 4 has established absolutely that the mani- 
festation of Istanbul was of a purely internal character. In 
keeping with what is happening at present in several countries where 
the press enjoys complete freedom, diverse ideologies are struggling 
today in Turkey in the field of pubhications. It is apparent, from 
official reports as well as from numerous accounts sent to their 
newspapers by foreign correspondents, that the manifestation of 
December 4 showed simply the reaction of a part of public opinion 
against theories professed by certain Turkish journalists. Neither 
in intention nor in fact did the occurrence exceed this meaning and 
it is absolutely erroneous to attribute to it a character hostile to 
the Soviet Union. Moreover, following verification to this effect 
the representative of the TASS Agency was amicably invited by the 
General Direction of the Press, to which he had presented an abso= 
lutely inaccurate account of the manifestation, to rectify his 
errors. The representative of the TASS Agency refused absolutely 
and through erroneous information thus furnished to Moscow he was, 
perhaps involuntarily, at the bottom of the misunderstanding which 
seems to have been engendered between the two countries concerning 
the significance of the occurrence of December 4. 


Nevertheless, and to give to the neighboring country further 


testimony of its excellent disposition, the Government of the 
Republic, on the basis of the allegations contained in the Soviet 


Note «eee 


Note, ordered the competent authorities to undertake a complementary 
investigation in order to establish whether, notwithstanding the 
evidence of the facts, any trace could be found far or near of 
troublemakers interested in artificially provoking complications 

in Turko-Russian relations. The answer received on this subject 

is conclusive and is of a nature to give entire satisfaction to the 
Turkish Government. The manifestation of December 4 revealed neither 

by cries nor by acts any character hostile to any foreign Power whatever. 


With respect to material destruction, the Turkish Government has 
been informed of the damage suffered by several proprietors of stores 
and that, unfortunately, among these persons there is a Soviet national. 
Persons having incurred such damage, in order to support their claims, 
must follow the normal course which is through judicial procedure. 
Turkish nationals who have sustained damage in the course of the 
events of December 4 have already presented their claims to this 
effect. 


Information tending to attribute to the manifestation a pretended 
character of hostility to USSR having been com-pletely and definitely 
dispelled, there can be no question either of failure of service on 
the part of Police forces nor with still greater reason of any 
responsibility of the Turkish Government. 


EMBASSY OF THE ra 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA B+ 


Ankara, December 20, TBS0: 


No. 466 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Deputy Cemal Tunca Resigns from 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi. 
% 
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The Honorable AIS carne | 
The Secretary of State, : 


Washington. 





Sirs 


I have the honor to report that, according to 
the Ankara newspaper Ulus, official organ of the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican Peoples! Party ) 
of December 60, » Dre Cemal Tunca, Deputy for 
Antalya, has submitted his resignation as a member 
‘of the party. 


Although Ulus does not indicate Dr. Tunca's 
motive in resigning, it is learned from a generally 
reliable source that he plans to join the new oppo- 
sition party in the process of being formed by 
former Prime Minister Celal Bayar and others. His 
resignation comes at a time when rumors are current 
that some ten or eleven deputies, members of the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Fartisi, are planning to resign to 
Join the Bayar group, which now is made up of 
Deputies Fuat xfprdid, Adnan Menderes, and Rifik 


Koraltan. 


SVIZ-=21/00°L98 


Dr. Tunea, who is a physician, has not previously 
been known as an opponent of the present government, sy 
nor, insofar as the Embassy is aware, did he vote nn 
against the Saracoglu Government during the passage ~N 
of any of the controversial bills which caused so much [- 
discussion during the past six montha. m 


Respectfully; yours, ra 
a ai 


Edwin C. Wilson 
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EMBASSY OF THE ete ' 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Noe 475 Ankara, December 28, 1945. Pp is ie 
RESTRICTED Alsen @Arge, 


Subject: Turkish Newspaper HURSES Publishes Extracte 
from Article in Paris Newspaper LE MONDE 
regaraing "Kuraistan," 


: Filz » Ye 
The Honorable Ze r tte 


The Secretary ot State, F 
Washington, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose a translation of an article 
which appeared in the Istanbul newspaper HURSES of December 
18, 1945, unaer the caption, "Ravings of a French Newspaper," 
The article consists of excerpts, stated to have been trans= 
lated from the French newspaper LE MONDE, with respect to 
“Kurdistan's Revival." 


The French author, said to be one Maurice Ferro, seems 
to take the position that an independent nation of "Kurdistan"! 
should be established, inferentially under the aegis of the 
Soviet Union. The commentary by HURSES, of course, reflects 
the natural Turkish antipathy toward any revival. of Kurdish 
separatism. 


S?782-21/00°L98 


The motive of LE MONDE, which is understood to be a con- 
servative newspaper, in printing a story which reflects what 
are often considered to be Soviet aspirations in the Middle 
bast, is not clear, 


Copies of this despatch and its enclosure are being for- 
warded to the Embassies at Moscow and Parjs and the Legation 
Ss Le commente 





oO 
~” 
bidwin c¢ Wilson. aS 
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xnelosure: gzpi/ 


17 tiecstuctitety ox apsidio £ 
appearing Vecember 18, 1945 

in HURSES. i | 

lle No. 800 ~ | 
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Original ana hectograph ‘to Vepartment ; CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, % j 
Gu: American Kmbassies, Moscow, Paris 5 
American Legation, baghaaa ~ j 


Enclosure No. 1 to restricted despatch No. 475, dated December 
28, 1945, from American Embassy, Ankara, to Department, subject: 
“Turkish Newspaper HURSES Publishes Extracts from Article in 
Paris Newspaper LE MONDE regarding "Kurdistan." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: HURSES, Istanbul 
newspaper, December 
18, 1945. 


RAVINGS OF A FRENCH NEWSPAPER 


LE MONDE which Conjures up a Kurdistan in Turkey Says: "The 
Kurds Did Not Knuckle Under, Sheikh Said Marched on to 


D ‘bakir, At that time, Local Revolts Started in 


every Part of the Country. Unfortunately, this 
Action was Bound to Fail. In the Ancient 





Kurdish Area in Turkey There Are Now 
over Four Million Kurds!" 





The aim of the incongruous publication of LE MONDE, 
French newspaper, whose editorial is entitled, 
"Kurdistan's Revival," is self-evident 


and regrettable. 


In the latest mail, we received a French newspaper, LE MONDE, 
whose lead editorial -~ starting on page 1 and completed on page 2 — 
attracted our attention. The editorial entitled, "Kurdistan's 
Revival," written by Maurice Ferro, correspondent of the newspaper 
at Cairo, seemed to us quite misleading in that it contained wrong 
conceptions and false information. We leave our readers to judge 
this publication. But let us say, at least, that should Maurice 
Ferro have tried to be more objective and pursued worthier aims, 
he would not have appeared so ridiculous to the readers. 


By 


-2= 


By extending this imaginary country called "Kurdistan" 
from the Black Sea to the Gulf of Basra, and from Adana-~ 
Iskenderun to the Aegean Sea, which extravagance far surpasses 
that of the famous Marius of Marseilles, and moreover by giving 
to Serif Paga the title of General, and alleging that at present 
there are in Turkey more than four million Kurds, this clumsy 
writer proves to be unworthy of writing either in LE MONDE or 
even in LE DEMI MONDE newspaper. 


Maurice Ferro far from possesses the qualifications and 
moral courage to have the right to use two logical and serious 
sentences of the TIMES just to disguise the lies he wants to 
propagate. No matter whose spokesman he may wish to be, this 
journalist, who alleges that the Kurds were leading a peaceful 
life with the Armenians in the USSR, is disappointed because 
the provisions of the Treaty of Sévres have not been put into 
effect; and deplores very much the fact that the 1925 revolt 
of the Kurds was bound to failure. 


In conclusion, Maurice Ferro adds that the words, "Kurdistan's 
master has the Middle East and its oil in the palm of his hand’ 
may perhaps account for many things." In our opinion, it is not 
so difficult to explain these "many things"; it is enough to turn 
our eyes toward the events which are now taking place near our 
eastern boundaries! Here is the incongruous editorial published 
by the French journalist: 


"Kurdistan's Revival" 


"Here are a few lines of the editorial recently written by 
the TIMES newspaper regarding the results of the Azerbaidjan 
revolt: ‘'In Turkey, as well as in Iraq, there is a Kurdish 
minority which caused much trouble to both these countries. 
Neither of these countries will welcome the establishment of a 
nationalist Kurdish state so close to its frontiers,.! 


"Thus, the problem of the Kurds has arisen once more. 
Everyone is acquainted with the main issues of the matter. The 
Kurdistan which extends from the Black Sea to the Gulf of Basra 
was, prior to World War I, split up between Turkey and Iran, 

On the other hand, some Kurds settled in Russia. 


"The Kurds, numbering eight to nine million, are within the 
Indo-European racial category. Although the majority of them 
belong to the Moslem Sunnite sect, an important number are 
Christians. 


The 


= 


"The Kurdish race (a most t@_ogemsots one) -—~ going back 
2,000 years before Christ — has always tenaciously fought against 
any attempts at assimilation. It seems that the constant cone 
flicts between the Kurds and the invading forces have their 
source in the Kurds’ rugged nationalism. 


"However, at the end of the 1914-1919 war, the Kurds thought 
they had won their independence. In fact, the Treaty of Sévres, 
signed in 1920 in the presence of the Kurdish delegate, Serif 
Paga, ratified the constitution demanded by the Kurds. By 
Articles 62, 63 and 64 of this Treaty, the right to establish 
an independent Kurdish nation was acknowledged to the Kurdse 


"The coup d'état of the Kemalists completely eliminated the 
hopes cherished by the Kurds in that the provisions of the Treaty 
of Sévres were not put into effect. On the contrary, the Treaty 
of Lausanne, signed in 1923, rendered these provisions ineffective. 
As a result of the agreements made to settle World War I, Kurdistan 
was divided up between Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Russia. 


“Of former Kurdistan, Turkey has kept Urfa, Malatya, Harput, 
Erzurum, Van, Bitlis, Diyarbakir and Hakari. In these areas are 
now living more than four million Kurds." 


After having given a partial summary of the situation of the 
Kurds in the other Middle East countries, the editorial continued: 


"The Kurds did not submit; on the contrary, their revolts in 
Turkey and Iraq followed one after another. In Turkey, Sheikh Said, 
assuming in 1925 the command of a strong body of men, marched on 
Diyarbakir. At that time, local revolts started almost in every 
part of the country. For want of an efficient organization, and 
especially of a skilled commander, this action was unfortunately 
bound to failure. The reaction was dreadful. More than 800 people 
were sentenced to death by the Diyarbakir Special Court. 


"In spite of this, in 1930, when only a few years had elapsed, 
the fight was resumed in the Mount Ararat area. These operations 
were conducted by the Kurdish General Ihsan Nuri. After a number 
of bloody fights, the Kurds were compelled to disperse for want 
of war supplies, Then they took refuge in the rocky peaks of the 
Dersim and Sesun mountain ranges, and guerillas continued opera- 
tions up to 1938." 


After having described the Kurds’ struggles in other countries, 
the French journalist said: "I wonder how these problems will be 
solved in the futures" 


"Vie deem it necessary also to point out that, on the contrary, 
those Kurds who live in USSR were not subject to constraint: First, 
they set up a republic in Nahkichevan, ana not long before, this 
area had been incorporatea into Soviet Armenia. Yet its inhabi- 
tants lost nothing of their cultural ana administrative life. 

Today, Erivan is the most important intellectual center of the 
Kurds. Every year a great many publications in Latin ebaraetére: are 


oduced ,"' 
» The 
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The rrench journalist concludes with these words: "Kurdistan 
which borders on the Caucasian hills and the black Sea shores, 
extends as far as the Gulf of Basra between Adana and Iskenderun 
on the one part, and sukir anda behca on the other. Bismarck used 
to say: 'Bohemia's master has Murope in the palm of his hand.' 
If we apply these very words in this connection, we may say: ‘'Kurdistan's 
master has the Middle Kast and its oil in the palm of. his hand,’ which 
perhaps accounts for many things." 
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Text_of Section III (Articles 62, 63 and 64) of the ‘treaty of Sevres 
August 10 20 


KURDISTAN 





Article 62, 


A Commission sitting at Constantinople and composed of 
three members appointed by the British, French ana Italian 
Governments respectively shall dratt within six months from 
the coming into force of the present Ireaty a scheme of local auton— 
omy for the predominantly Kurdish areas lying east of the Eu- 
phrates, south of the southern bounaary ot Armenia as it may be 
hereafter determinea, ana north of the frontier of Turkey with 
Syria and Mesopotamia, as defined in Article 27, II (2) ana (3). 
If unanimity cannot be secured on any question, it will be referrea 
by the members of the Commission to their respective Governments, 
The scheme shall contain full sateguaras for the protection of 
the Assyro-Chaldeans and other racial or religious minorities 
within these areas, and with this object a Commission composed 
of British, French, Italian, Persian and Kurdish representatives 
shall visit the spot to examine and decide what rectifications, 
if any, should be made in the ‘'urkish frontier where, under the 
provisions of the present Treaty, that frontier coincides with 
that of Persia, 


Article 63, 


The Turkish Government hereby agrees to accept and execute 
the decisions of both the Commissions mentionea in Article 62 
within three months from their communication to the said Government. 


Article 64. 


If within one year from the coming into force of the present 
Treaty the Kurdish peoples within the areas defined in Article 
62 shall address themselves to the Council of the League of Na- 
tions in such a manner as to show that a majority of the popula- 
tion of these areas desires independence from Turkey, and if the 
Council then consiaers that these peoples are capable of such inde- 
pendence and recommends that it should be granted to them, Turkey 
hereby agrees to execute such a recommendation, and to renounce 
all rights and title over these areas. 


The 


The detailed provisions for such renunciation will form the 
subject of a separate agreement between the Principal Allied 
Powers and Turkey. 


If and when such renunciation takes place, no objection will 
be raised by the Principal Allied Powers to the voluntary adhesion 
to such an independent Kurdish State of the Kurds inhabiting that 
part of Kurdistan which has hitherto been incluaea in the Mosul 


vilayet. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: ; Pil 
Liaison War and Navy 


Department of State 
Subj: Situation in Turkey. 


a 

Whe Navy Department has received the following 
information from the Naval Attache in Istanbul con- 
cerning the situation in Turkey as of 26 December 194 


A reliable Turkish source vives an : 
unconfirmed report that on 24 December eC 
two divisions from the Istanbul perrison 
“were ordered to the Black Sea coast 


between Agva end” Silé to atrei¢then forces 
"GT guarding the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus. 


From the same source comes the report a9) 
that Armenians claim that in the office of on 
the Soviet Consul General in Istanbul are 
the names of four thousand Armenians re- 

i emigration. to Russia. When 
dublighed, this number is indicated to be 
lese than a thousand. 


Believing the registration to be e 
pretext for giving directions for sabotage 
end uprising, to the Armenians in case there 
should be a surprise occupetion of the 

j Straits, the Turkish suthorities placed 
some of their own events with Armenian 
papers among those applying for emipration 


to Russia. 
ToL, fuel 
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Charge Department: 


Charge to 





AMEMBASSY 


ANKARA 
) 206 
In talk with Acting Secretary December 29 Turk 


Ambassador asked for information re any conversations 
dealing with Turkey which may have taken place in ‘oO 

Moscow. He was told that Secretary had only just : ed 
returned and that Department was without information 
on this point although his question would be brought 


to the attention of the Secretary at an early op- 


portunity. 
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ACTION :NEA ( JAN M6 ) 
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s Sp, 
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Cc Paraphrase before com~ 
he meets to anyones. Ankara 
“RK 
LUR Dated December 29, 1945 
vb SRORET 
Pc Rec'd hewnck a.m., 30th 
SA 
SPA a ENT OF ST 11 
sa/M Secretary of State “ . WD) 
LC/Re é 
Washington hive mo iff 


DIVISION oc { 
1637, December 29, 1 p-m. | ae 








Information from sources believed reliable in- 
dicates that on December 27 a student demonstration 
at Istanbul was planned against the Armenians (EMBTEL 
1605, Decenber 22) and was prevented by prompt action 
Governor of Istanbul and police. 
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G municating to anyone.’ . 
ton Dated Decerbher 30, 1985 
ne/R-d sone _ Rec'd 9:10 pom., 30th 
; sae 
JAN = 2 194 
Secretary of State se ed vn 


that events indicate that fovernment is pooper “fy take 





Washington ist — 


1641, December 30, 1 p.m, 

Information contained in my 1637, December 29, 
1 p.m. confirmed by further reporty. It appears that 
group of University students met on mornizg of 27th 
and made plans for anti-Armenian demonstration, in- 
cluding demonstration before Armonian Patriarchate. 
Reports say demonstration did not take place owing to 
prompt and effective action by poliec uwder ordera of 
Vali. Reports add that Armenian merchants got wind of 
threatened demonstration and near panic resulted. OSS 
states strong anti-Armenian feeling (sent Dept as 1641 
and repeated Moscow 156) resulting from scone cali to 


SOV? CONGENERAL for emigration to SOVT Armenia “but aids 


any steps to avoid giving SOVT Russia opportuffa ty of 


playing up Armenian atrocities. 
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1641, December 30, 1 p.m. sa 
Re University students plans for anti-Armenian ° 
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Dated January 2, 1945 
Rec'd 1:28 p.m., 3rd. 


Sa " 
pe/r SECRET 


Secretary of State, 


‘ Washington. e 
. N 
3, January 2, 5 p.m. re} 
Gen. Orbey Chief Turkish General Staff told me this 2 
morning # moverent is underway among Kurds rear Lake Urmia. rf 
He sees connection between this and recent eppearance in 2. 
Baku of certain Kurdish leaders. . le 
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RESTRICTED Rec'd 10:32 p.m. 5th 
Secretary of State, ToT ARTMENT OF Pas 
Washington. Finn - 71946, 


DIVISION OF 
MOST IMMEDIATE ee 


21, January 4, 6 p.m. 

Recent series patriotic demonstrations thxuieh- 
out Turkey followed by and possibly caused student 
demonstration here this afternoon. Eyewitness reports 
by four member Embassy staff and Military Attache's 
office indicate demonstrators discreet indulging in 


no violence or _s ific anti-hussian statements. 





Emphasis wes on singing patriotic songs one minute. 
silence at Ataturk tomb and statements such as "ve 
just want to demonstrate our national unity behind 


our national chief and our eternal chief.” Turk 


ro 


flags and portraits Turk statesmen were carried = 


police, firemen snd some military attempted to dis. Ss 


perse students before they gathered in main square But 


(sent as 21 to Dept,7 to London and 3 to Moscow) were not 


RESTRICTED successful 
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RESTRICTED 
-2-#21, January 4, 6 p.m. from Ankara. 


successful in this. However, they prevented demon- 
atrations before public buildings and Minister of 
Public Instruction at one stage urged students to 
disperse. At slightly leter stage mounted police 
were successful in dispersing students in main 
square. Students numbered up to 2000 and demon- 
stration drew very lerge cTowd which apperently 

good natured. Some cf crowd described demonstration 
as being egaznst Russie but so far we have no in- 
dication that demonstrators made any specific 

ref to Russia. Students mostly young ranging 15 to 
2h years. Demonstration area some miles from Soviet 
Embassy. Another reliable member Entessy staff states 
one group carried map Turkey and statements were 
made such as that Turks defended their terriiory for 
thousand years and would not yiold an inch of it. 
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SECRET 


Subject: Suspension of Seven Professors for 
Contributing Articles to Left-Wing 
Publications. 


Z ce 77 
: | so ps 
The Honorable | } 
The Secretary of State, , 
Washington. ; 


Sir: 


with reference to my despatch No. 458 dated 
becember 18, 1945, on the same subject, I have the 
honor to give hereunder excerpts of a report pre- 
pared by the Istanbul office of OSS with respect to 
the seven suspended professors: 


"1. Sabahattin Ali is one of the most active 
leftists in Turkey who has been imprisoned many times 
for his activities. According to a rumor, he used 
the proceeds of the publication of his short stories 
in English translation in the United States to assist 
financially the weekly leftist journal, Gin. Subject 
is a vigorous opponent of the Turanist movement and 
achieved @ great deal of notoriety in the libel suit 
brought against Nihal Adsiz in the spring of 1944, 

It has been stated by the Turkish authorities that 
he is in sympathy with the Soviets. It is not known 
that be has studied in the United States. 


ateey sant Lae 


"2. Pertev Maili Boratav has been mentioned by 
a source of unknown reliability to be a Communist 
active in the anti-Fascist movement in Turkey. Subject 
was the publisher in Ankara of the magazine Yurt ve 
binya tecmuasi which was closed by the government. 





"3,  Xomal Bilbagar, like Sabahattin Ali, is a c 
short story writer and is refarded by the Turkish 
authorities as a Soviet sympathizer. 





"4, ‘llyanzi berkes, lediha berkes, behici Loran 
ant Aunan Cengil were not previously Known to this 


office. 








Respec yours, 
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File No. 871 
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ec: Division of Near Lastern Affairs 
American hmbassy, !oscow 
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Memorandum of Conversation 
TELEPHONE 
pate: January 5, 1946 


suBJECT: Answer to Turkish Ambassador's inquiry with reference to 
inquiries had in Moscow. 


PARTICIPANTS: Turkish Ambassador 


Mr. Acheson ny 
CEPARTM : 
i YAN = 8 1g, 
COPIES TO: NEA Division . . : 
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ero 11493 


I telephoned the Turkish Ambassador and referred to his call 
on me of December 29, when he had asked me to ascertain from the 
Secretary whether he had had any conversations with reference to 
Turkey while in Moscow. I told the Ambassador that I had talked 
with the Secretary, who said he did not take part in any discussions 
while in Moscow dealing with Turkey. There had been discussions 
relating to Iran, the results of which had been outlined in the 
recent speech by the Secretary over the radio. The Ambassador 
thanked me for this information. 
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Dear Loy: 


I am enclosing herewith, for the records of 
the Department, copy of a letter addressed to me 
under date of December 26, 1945, by Mr. Frank 


O'Brien, Associated Press Correspondent at a) 
Bucharest, written on behalf of his father-in-law, er 
Zekeriya Sertel, editor of TAN, and his wife, “I 
Sabiha Sertel, and also in relation to the events e 


which took place at Istanbul on December 4th. last. 
I also enclose copy of my reply to Mr. O'Brien of 
today's date. 


s very sincerely, 





Enclosures: (7) 
1l/ Letter from Frank O'Brien a 
dated December 26, 1945. \ 
2/ Reply to above-mentioned 
letter dated January 7, 1946. 


The Honorable 
Loy W. Henderson, 
Director, Office of Near Kastern and 


WN african Affairs, 
Department of State, 
as Washington, D. C. 
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AIR MAIL 


December 26, 1945. 


Frank O'Brien 
Bucharest 


His Excellence, The Ambassador of The United States 
Mister Wilson 


Ankara, Turkey 
Dear Mr. Wilson: 


I am writing you on behalf of my father-in-law, Zekeriya 
Sertel, and his wife, Sabiha and also because of the impersonal 
interest I find for all of us in the events of December 4th last 
in Istanbul during which Zekeriya Bey's newspaper property was 
destroyed and his life endangered. 


Soviet properties were at the same time attacked, as you 
know, and special precautions taken against molestation of the 
Russian consulate. 


You, I am certain, are as well aware as I am that such 
mob violence could neither be organized nor carried out in 
Istanbul, which is under martial law, without the consent and 
aid of the Turkish government. 


It therefore appears to me that the Turkish government, 
abandoning for what reason I cannot imagine, all pretense of 
seeking any genuine settlement with Russia, and throwing itself 
upon the mercy of the United States and the British government, 
openly condoned the destruction of newspaper property belonging to 
people in favor of at least a try at Turko-Soviet rapprochement, 
and businesses belonging to Soviet citizens. 


I am informed by Zekeriya Bey that the US consulate in 
Istanbul refused him political asylum when he appealed there. 


It therefore appears that the instrument of our government 
in Istanbul, operating under your leadership, has placed itself 
in agreement with the actions of the Turkish government, or actions 
which clearly could not have taken place without thse consent and 
aid of the Turkish government, and which have serious international 
implications. 


AIR MAIL -B- 


One of the chief implications is the above, that the Turkish 
government now stands committed in violence against Russia, and 
looks to the United States and Britain to uphold it - in other 
words, Turkish leaders expect American boys to fight Russia, if 
necessary, to protect it. 


I know that Zekeriya Bey has arrived at his present 
state not because he wishes a union between Turkey and Russia, 
not because he wants communiam in Turkey, not because he wants 
any sort of Soviet domination of Turkey, but because he wants 
reforms inside Turkey which would mean the end of power for the 
present rulers of Turkey. It was convenient to the Turkish 
government to attack him and his as communist, and a Russian- 
lover, in precisely the same manner as the present leaders of 
Rumania find it convenient to crush sincere resistance to their 
ruthless dictatorship by attacking men of good faith as fascists 
and lovers of the Americans and the British. That tactic is one 
of the oldest and still one of the best for confusing the issue 
and hiding behind the maze thus created. 


I find myself in Rumania as a result of the honor done 
to all honest American newsmen by Mr. Byrnes' statement that he would 
rather have newsmen than diplomats in these troubled spots. I feel 
the responsability thus created very keenly, and I am doing everything 
I can to carry it evenly, never for a moment forgetting that I can 
be instrumental in creating the bases of peace, or sowing the seeds 
of war and death. I hate violently and unchangeably everything I 
find here under Soviet rule - base cynicism, ruthless terror, 
the mockery of democracy and justice, in short everything against 
which the American government has raised the standard of moral 
indignation. 


I feel very strongly that if we cannot overcome this 
moral bankruptcy, and infuse everywhere the best of the ancieht 
American faith in things good, human, humane and lawful, that we 
are indeed heading with great speed toward another war. 


It is my belief that we have only one chance of winning 
such a struggle, upon which it can surely be the pride ofevery 
American everywhere that we and we alone have embarted. I believe 
that that chance lies in making our own demonstration of our faith 
in right and justice over cynicism and might so convincing that we 
can eventually win by precept. I quite frankly am dubious of 
any great change even if we should in every case present a blameless 
front. But the stakes are so high, the life and well-being and 
historical continuity of Ameriéa so hang upon the outcome that 
I feel very strongly indeed that we should make every effort humanly 
possible to win upon the only grounds we have, my conception of 
which I have very briefly given above. 


AIR MAIL 


«She 


I feel just as strongly that we are lost to begin with 
if we do not clean up our own house. If the Russians can find us 
supporting mock justice and democracy, terror, and might against 
Tight in the same way they do, then they can only be confirmed 
in the rightness of their cynicism, and hardened in it unchangeably, 
I think that is the greatest danger we run. 


I think that because there are today so many instances 
in which the Russians can justify their own practises by our use 
of the same that no real change in them can be expected, only the 
play of power, which has never in history led to anything but 
catastrophe. 


Chief among the instances in which the Russians can 
hold against us the same moral yardstick we here hold against 
them, and get the same reading, is turkey. The events of 
December 4th are so convincing in this respect that had the 
Russians paid for them to come off, they could hardly have been 
more perfect. 


If now the United States - I am not naive enough to 
expect it of the British - does not take some step to demonstrate 
its opposition in Turkey, as well as in Russian-controlled territory, 
to terror and the mockery of every ideal for which so many 
Americans died in this and the last war, and willdie in the next 
if it cannot be prevented, then another and very imposing stone 
has been added to the edifice which Russia seeks to erect against 
US. 


Because of his struggle for the birth in Turkey of the 
democratic processes whibh we enjoy in America, and which he 
and his wife learned there during their school years, Zekeriya 
Bey has beeh made the scape-goat in Turkey. I think it is 
therefore fitting that we should demonstrate our sympathy with 
him, and put behind him every ounce of the influence of our 
nation. Zekeriya Bey and his kind are the only few in Turkey 
who stand between Turkey and Russian domination, because they _ 
are preaching the reforms which alone stand a chance of placing 
Turkey beyond Russian attack. The Russians must be very glad 
there are 80 few of his kind there, just as they are glad there 
are so few of his kind here. Turkey is lost to us, and we in 
a larger sense are brought nearer to another tragedy, if we do 
not support him. 





I know that he feels he is lost for the time being in 
Turkey, and that after a very long and hard fight he now wants 
to go in peace to America, and there become an American citizen 
and serve that country in whatever wgy it may need him. I know 
that he could be of use, and considerable use, in for instance 


AIR MAIL 
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the USIS home organization, in an advisory capacity, or in 
other services. He is the stuff of which Americans in the best 
tradition have always been made, and I will be very sorry indeed 
if our doors are now closed as they have never been before to 
the men of Europe who believe in our ways, and have fought for 
them. I sincerely hope that you will find it within your power 
am responsibility to facilitate his removal to the US. I of 
course will back him in whatever references are required, and 
whatever financial gaurantees are required. 


With many respects, I am sir, 
Sincerely yours 
/s/ Frank O'Brien 
Prank O'Brien 


P. S. I have written Ralph McGill, of ASNE, with an account and 
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an appeal similer to the above. 


Respectfully - F.0'Brien 


Note: The above postscript was written in longhand. 





Ankara, January 7, 1946. 


Dear Mr. O'Brien: 


I have today received your letter of December 26, 1945, 
written on behalf of your father-in-law, Zekeriya Sertel 
and his wife, Sabiha, and also in regard to the events of 
December 4th last at Istanbul. 


In your letter you state: 


"I am informed by Zekeriya Bey that the US consulate 
in Istanbul refused him political asylum when he appealed 
there. 


"It therefore appears that the instrument of our 
government in Istanbul, operating under your leadership, 
has placed itself in agreement with the actions of the 
Turkish government, or actions which clearly could not have 
taken place without the consent and aid of the Turkish 
government, and which have serious international implica- 
tions. ‘ 


"One of the chief implications is the above, that the 
Turkish government now stands committed in violence against 
Russia, and looks to the United States and Britain to uphold 
it - in other words, Turkish leaders expect American boys to 
fight Russia, if necessary, to protect it." 


I hope that upon further reflection you will agree with 
me that the implications which you seem to read into the fact 
that Mr. Sertel was not given asylum at the American Consulate 
General, go far afield and are entirely unwerranted by the 
facts of the case. Mr. Sertel was not given asylum solely 
bdecause it appeared that he was in no immediate danger of his 
life. As you know, our Government does not recognize a right 
of asylum, and is very reluctant to have its agents abroad 
grant refuge except when the person seekihg it is in imme- 
diate danger of his life and there appears to be no other 


reasonable .. . 
Mr. Frank O'Brien, 


Associated Press Correspondent, 
Bucharest, Rumania. 
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reasonable means of safety opeh to him. These circumstances 
clearly were not present in the case of Mr, Sertel, as is 

borne out by the fact that neither at the time he sought refuge 
at the Consulate General nor subsequently, so far as I am aware, 
did he suffer any personal violence. 


I recall with interest the conversations which we had 
when you were in Ankara last swnamer, and I wish that we could 
sit down together again and discuss developments since last 
summer and the situation with which we are faced throughout 
the world today. I appreciate what you have to say regarding 
your sense of responsibility as an American newsman abroad, 
and I share fully your view as to the necessity of overcoming 
moral bankruptcy, wherever it may exist, and giving the best 
that we have "of the ancient American faith in things good, 
human, humane and lawful". I do not believe, however, that 
you will find any cases in which, as you seem to fear, the 
United States may be “supporting mock justice and democracy, 
terror, and might against right". If such should be the case 
it would undoubtedly prove, as you state, the greatest danger 
we run, but, as I have said, I am convinced that nowhere in the 
world are we doing that sort of thihg. I say this not from any 
"holier than thou" feeling, or from any sense that we have an 
innate moral superiority over others, but only because of my 
knowledge of what our policy abroad actually is, of the founda- 
tions upon which that policy rests, and upon the efforts being 
made to carry out and implement that policy. 


With regard to Mr. Sertel's desire to go to the United 
States, if he will call at the American Consulate General at 
Istanbul he will be given full information and every appropriate 
assistance in connection with his application for a visae I am 
writing in this connection to Mr. Robert B. Macatee, our Consul 
General at Istanbul. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Edwin C. Wilson, 
American Ambassador 


HOw/gm 
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Secret Ankara, January 7, 1946. 
Dear Loy: 
a 
I am sending you under separate cover today a \ 
letter enclosing copies of Frank O'Brien's letter to J 


me from Bucharest of December 26, 1945, regarding the 
eaters ae my reply of January 7th. 


In the last paragraph of O'Brien's letter he men- 
tions that if Sertel can go to the United States he 
could be of considerable use, for instance in the 
USIS home organization, in an advisory capacity. If 
by any chance Sertel should go to the United States, 
there are reasons too obvious to need pointing out, why 
he should not be employed in any United States Govern- 
ment agency. I do not know Sertel well, having met 
him only twice and having had but one extended con- 
versation with him. However, people in whose judgment 
I have confidence and who strike me as objective, tell 
me that Sertel is a weak and rather stupid individual, 
sincere in his profession of liberal faith, probably 
unconscious of the fact that he is being used as a 
tool by the Soviets, but completely under the domina- 
tion of his strong-willed and rabidly pro-Soviet wife 
Sabiha. 
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With all good 
YourS most sincerely, 


In 
gi 


THOR - NE Cnit 


The Honorable 
loy We Henderson, 
Director, Office of Near Eastern 
and African Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


one "[o0'L43 


February 7, 1946 


SECRET 


Dear Ed: 


Many thanks for your letters of January 7, enclosing 
copies of the recent correspondence between Frank O'Brien 
and yourself concerning Zekeriya Sertel. As you know, 
the Department fully a»proved of the action you took in 
the matter of granting asylum to Sertel, and we found the 
attitude you adopted in your reply to O'Brien admirably 
appropriate. 


Sertel's vlan for coming to this country will, I 
suppose, have to be delayed until he comoletes his prison 
sentence received for “harming the dignity" of Government 
leaders. There is of course the possibility that, once 
here, he might become a Soviet propagandist. On the other 
hand, if he is as weak and stunid as he has been described 
to you, he probably would find the competition along the 
above line a little steep. We think it would be best to 
handle the case along the lines you took in your letter to 
O'Brien, namely, to let the Consulate General in Istanbul 
handle Sertel's visa application on its merit in the 
regular manner, without prejudgment at the vresent time. 

I hope you will keep us informed on further developments 
in the case, in view of our general interest in the Ser- 
tels. 


Lewis Jones introduced Stuart Rockwell to me several 
days ago. He is now reading up on Turkish matters and is 
looking forward to Ankara. He looks like a good man. 


I hope this letter finds you and Edithboth flourish- 
ing. It is always a real vleasure to hear from you. 


With best wishes, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


The Honorable Loy W. Henderson 


Edwin C. Wilson, Freee 


American Ambassador, 
Ankara. 
mM 
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Secret Ankara, January 7, 1946. 


Dear Loy: 


I am sending you under separate cover today a 
letter enclosing copies of Frank O'Brien's letter to 
me from Bucharest of December 26, 1945, regarding the 
raneay my reply of January 7th. 


In the last paragraph of O'Brien's letter he men- 
tions that if Sertel can go to the United States he 
could be of considerable use, for instance in the 
USIS home organization, in an advisory capacity. If 
by any chance Sertel should go to the United States, 
there are reasons too obvious to need pointing out, why 
he should not be employed in any United States Govern- 
ment agency. I do not know Sertel well, having met 
him only twice and having had but one extended con- 
versation with him. However, people in whose judgment 
I have confidence and who strike me as objective, tell 
me that Sertel is a weak and rather stupid individual, 
sincere in his profession of liberal faith, probably 
unconscious of the fact that he is being used as a 
tool by the Soviets, but completely under the domina- 
tion of his trong-willed and rabidly pro-Soviet wife 
Sabihae 





With all good 


we Unit 


The Honorable 
Loy W. Henderson, 
Director, Office of Near Eastern 
and African Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
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February 7, 1946 


SECRET 


Dear Ed: 


Many thanks for your letters of January 7, enclosing 
copies of the recent correspondence between Frank O'Brien 
and yourself concerning Zekeriya Sertel. As you know, 
the Department fully a>proved of the action you took in 
the matter of granting asylum to Sertel, and we found the 
attitude you adopted in your reply to tisrien admirably 
appropriate. 


Sertel's plan for coming to this country will, I 
suppose, have to be delayed until he comvletes his prison 
sentence received for “harming the dignity" of Government 
leaders. There is of course the possibility that, once 
here, he might become a Soviet propagandist. On the other 
hand, if he 1s as weak and stuvid as he has been described 
to you, he probably would find the competition along the 
above line a little steep. We think it would be best to 
handle the case along the lines you took in your letter to 
O'Brien, namely, to let the Consulate General in Istanbul 
handle Sertel's visa application on its merit in the 
regular manner, without prejudgment at the vresent time. 

I hove you will keep us informed on further developments 
in the case, in view of our general interest in the Ser- 
tels. 


Lewis Jones introduced Stuart Rockwell to me several 
days ago. He is now reading up on Turkish matters and is 
looking forward to Ankara. He looks like a good man. 


I hope this letser finds you and Edithboth flourish- 
ing. It is always a real vleasure to hear from you. 


With best wishes, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


a 

(D 

a 

The Honorable Loy W. Henderson +: 

Edwin C. Wilson, al 
American Ambassador, re 

Ankara. = 
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No. 495 Ankara, January 7, 1946. 


RESTRICTED 


Subject: Student Demonstration at Ankara, January 4, 1946. 


The Honorable ! i 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


Pursuant to the Embassy's telegram No, 21, dated January 4, 
1946 (repeated to the Embassy, Moscow, as No. 3, and the Embassy, 
London, as No. 7), I have the honor to give hereunder an account, 
in translation, as published in the semi-official ULUS of January 
5, 1946, of the patriotic demonstration of students which took : 
place at Ankara between about 2:45 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on January C 
hy 19463 


"About two thousand students, who came in groups from 
various sections of the city, held a meeting yesterday after- 
noon at Ulus Square. They carried banners and enlarged photo- 
graphs of Atatlirk and of President Intnl. Another group 
simultaneously assembled before the Provisional Tomb of “a 
Atattirk and sang the Turkish National Anthem (The Independence ! 
March). The police took necessary measures to preserve order az 
and prevented the incident from assuming the nature of a dem- + 
onstration in the streets. The Ministers of the Interior and ¢ 
of National Education who were informed of the meeting at Ulus 
Square (the Minister of Education because the holders of the 
meeting were students), went to the scene of the meeting and 
gave advice to the young people. The students, who were found 
to have met with national aims and to have declared their loy- 
alty to President In#ntl and to the Government, and who did not 
act in an unruly fashion, then quietly scattered. Nevertheless, 
as it is necessary to obtain permission beforehand for such 
meetings, no matter what the aim, and as those who held yester- 
day's meeting had not obtained permission, Government authorities 
are taking severe measures against those responsible for the 


meeting. Certain people, including members of the public who 

joined the meeting, have been taken into custody." 

The ULUS report agrees substantially with the observations of 
the various members of the Embassy staff and the Assistant Military 
Attachés who witnessed the demonstration, and which were given in 
my above-cited telegram. In general, it may be said that the demon— 
stration followed the pattern of the patriotic demonstrations held, 

~ ¢ a 





od 


and still being held, in various parts of Turkey (see, inter 
alia, my press telegram No. 1646 dated December 31, 1945, re- 
peated to Moscow as 150 and London as 156). It seemed to have 
had the limited aim of expressing the solidarity of the people 
with the Government in the face of Soviet territorial demands; 
there is no evidence of any further objectives. The only re~ 
spect in which the Ankara demonstration differed from those in 
other centers was that the demonstrants at Ankara failed to ob- 
tain permission to hold a meeting: it was quite evident from 
the energetic measures taken by the police to disperse the 
gathering, the speeches delivered by the Ministers of Public 
Instruction and Interior asking the students to return to their 
classes, and the action of the authorities in arresting some of 
the student leaders, that the Governm did not favor a meeting 
taking place at Ankara. 


Respect: 9 





C. Wilson. 


File No. 800 
JEHorner/bb 
Original and hectograph to Department A 


CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State 
American Embassy, Moscow 
American Embassy, London 
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there ure -iven below items regarding inportant 
political developments which ocourred in this consuler 
district during the month of December, 1945: 


On December 14, 1945, ar. kK. & Vilkinson, the 
aoting British vonsul General at Izair, presided at 
the opening of a British-Turkish Industrial ixhibition 
at toe iialk avi in Izmir. <r. wilkinson welcomed the 
audienoe, which inoluded the »oting Vali of the Izmir 
Vilayet and leading local officials and authorities 
and businessmen and the local Consular Corps, and the 
~' ,cting Vali opened the hxhibition by cutting the 
traditional entrance ribbon. The sxhibition in question 
was arranged by the British .inistry of Information and 
consisted of British products and pictures and other 
material depicting and describing the manufacture of 
such products. 


mw 
a 
Ss Developments and Inoldents in .ooal Consular Corps: 
4s 


fly 
a] 


che uxhibition inoluded semplea and photographs 
of the products which :n land hopes to sell to Turkey. 


One of the most popular of the exhibits was an airplane 


made of British parts and products manufactured in a 
‘turkish factory. 


vuring @ conversation which the writer had with 
pjelil Vafi, the local iranian vonsul Ceneral and the 
been of the local vonsular Corps, at the end of the 
month of veceaber, 1945, the Latter} stated that in 
his opiaion the results of the oscow vonferenge had 
been appallin.ly negative, that there had been ‘much 
talk but that nothin, conorete had agen accomplished, 
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and this in face of problems and matters of extreme 
importance and significance to the entire world. Mr. 
Vafi referred ticularly to the most unhappy 
aituation in which his country finds itself with 

Soviet infiltration from the north and the consequent 
loss of some of its richest provinces. He expressed 

his open and emphatio disapproval of the ending of the 
conference without having accomplished anything definite 
in the way of a soiution of his country's problens. 


There was considerable discussion among menbers 
of the local Consuler Corps during the latter part of 
the month of December regarding reports which oirou- 
lated in izmir to the effect that the German Consulate 
building and its annexes would be taken over in the 
near future by a Turkish Celegation. The Cerman Consul- 
ate building is located on the prinoipal quay of the 
oity and provides ideal office and living quarters. 
Following the departure of the German Consul General 
and his staff in sugust, 1944, the loonal British Consul 
General several times told tie writer with considerable 
firmness thet he hoped to be able to take over the 
, German Consulate quarters as they could be used to very 
great advantage as a Britis: Jonsulate and as his home. 


The release, at the end of “evember, 1945, of 
German internees and their families from Turkish intern- 
ment Camps in the interior of the country where they had 
been kept since August, 1044, caused considerable comasnt 
and some criticism amon, members of the local Consular 
Corps. There were some expressions of opinion to the 
effect that the release of these internees was rather 
premature in as inuch 4s peace treaties had not yet been 
concluded with Germany. ‘he arrival of these internees 
in Izmir, many of whom are well to do and of Austrian 
and vzechoslovakian nationality, was given considerable 
and favorable publicity in the local press, their return 
coinciding with the holiday season thus enabled them 
to take part in these festivities at leading local 
Clubs and other publio gathering places. 


Losal 





American tobacoo buyers and businessmen who 
arrived in lamir during ecenber, 1945, coming from 
various sections of Greece recounted the greet 
diffioulties they had experienced in endeavoring to 
do business in that country. These buyers who 
proceeded from Izmir to Greeoe in the spring of 1945 
atated that they had been faced with insurmountable 
problems because of the non-stability of the Creek 
Governneat and the steady fall in value of the 
drachma. They declared that almost invariably after 
they had done the preparatory work in connection 
with purchasing tobacco, the official or the 
officials with whom they had made their arrangements 
had either resigned or had been dismissed. It wes 
also difficult, they stated, to find any official 
who knew about the available stocks of tobacoo, the 
whereabouts of such stocks and the other necessary 
details in respect thereto. In several cases, they 
said, thoy had bven obliged to do all the inven- 
torying work for various Departments of the Greek 
vovermient, work which proved tedious and expensive. 
These same Departments also hed no wrapping material 
of any kind - either lieasian or burlap - and were 
apparently unable or unwilling to endeavor to obtein 
such material either by purchase or exchanve or 
otherwise. 


These American tobacco buyers stated that they 
had contracted for purchases of considerable quanti- 
ties of “reek tobacco at prices fixed in American 
dollars, but that they could not forescoe when or how 
they would be able tp take over such purchases. Pay- 
ment for these purchases, they declared, would be 
completed only when the tobacco was delivered on board 
steamer destined to the United States. 


Politioal 
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The local economic situation during the month of 
December, 1945, was characterized by continued heavy 
shipments of tobacco to the United States and the 
efforts of British interests to negotiate for the 
purchase of an additional 19,500 tons of raisins. 
Another development of interest was the successful 
termination of negotiations for the sale of approxi- 
mately 6,000 tons of valonia to Franoe, the first 
movement in the valonia trade since August, 1944, 
when diplomatic and economic relations between Turkey 
and Cermany were severed. 


Tobacco: The four American tobacoo companies 
shipped the following quantities of 
tobacco to the United States during lecember,1945: 


4on8 
Amerioan Tobacoo Company 1,378 
Brown & Williamson Vorporation 495 
Gary Tobacco Company 885 
Glenn Tobacco Company 1,821 
Total - 4,573 Tons. 
one 


Great interest was manifested {n local business 
circles relative to the opening of the market for the 
1945 tobacco crop, the date of opening the market 
having been set by the Jovernment as of January 7, 
1946. In this connection a tobaceo conference was 
held in Ankara during the early part of Decenber 
which was attended by officials of the ‘‘inistries 
of Cowmeroe and ..onopolies, by tobacco merchants 
and rowers. kepresentatives of American tobacco 
buyers were also present at this conference. The 
principal topic of disoussion during this conference 
was the question of price. The Ministry of Commerce 
advocated "moderate" prices with the object in mind 
of concliliating the high cost of production in Turkey 
with the price levels which Turkish tobacco may 
command in the United Jtates. It wis believed that 
Openin, prices for the 1945 tobacco crop would vary 
between %.35 and 2.95 Turkish Liras, slightly higher 
than similar openin; prices in January, 1945. 


The <iniater of Commerce was repeatedly quoted 
in local circles as having stressed that while he 
aid not wish anyone - grower or merchant or manipu- 
lator - to lose money, et the same time excessively 
high prices should not be demanded as this might 
drive foreign buyers into other markets (Creeoe, 
Bulgeria and the U.S.3.R. partoulerly) and Turkey 
might accordingly lose some at least of its over- 
seas tobacco markets. 


Toward the end of the month there were indi- 
cations that the market would open firm in view of 
an anticipated heavy demand for the 1945 tobacco 
crop, estimated at about 32,000 metrio tons consider- 
ably under normal. Without exception all of the local 
american tobacco companies reinforoed their buying 
staffs, their expert leaf men having come to Izmir 
from other parts of Turkey and from Sreeoce for the 


purpose 


purpose of participating in the opening of the market. 
In addition to American buyers, some 60 local private 
firms and merchants are expected to compete for the 

1945 tobacco orop. 


Negotiations 





Throughout the month of Hecember, British 
interests continued their negotiations for the 
purchase of on additional amount of 19,500 tons 
of Izmir Nalains, under the same terms and con- 
ditions as the original purchase of 25,000 tonsa - 
of the Unicrop type and at a price of 42.5 kurus 
per kilogran. special representatives of the 
sinistry of Commerce at Ankara came to Izmir for 
the purpose of taking part in these negotiations. 
Local dried fruit merchants refused to consider 
such a transaction claiming that the orlyinal 
purchase wags an unprofitable one for them. They 
countered, instead, with offers to sell 19,500 
tons of raisins to the British interests of other 
qualities - the #8, 9 and 10 types insteed of the 
Unierop type. Yhese offers were not soceptable 
to the British interests. 


Looal dried fruit dealers and shippers have 
excellent markets for their raisin stocks in other 
wuropean countries and can obtain much higher 
prices than the british interests will pay. However, 
the local Britis: consular officials continue to refuse 
to issue iiavicerts for uny such shipacnts and their 
attitude in this respect has caused bitter feeling 
and criticism of British “trade preotices." Toward 
the end of the month the writer learned froma relinble 
informants that 1t ig planned to make a test case 
when the next owadish or Norwogien steamer calls at 
izmir, 1.0. that 1t 1s planned to mate a token 
shipment of raisins to one of the Soandinavian 
countries (eli of which are enxious to purchase 
Izmir raisins) without obtaining the British Navicert. 


biovement of Valon 


turing vecember, 1945, French intercsts succeeded 
in terminating ne.otiations for the purchase of approxt- 
mately 6,000 tons of looal valonia, and at the end of 
the month & Liberty steamer chartered for the purpose 
of carrying this car.o to Marseille arrived in izmir 
and commenced loading this valonie. <According to 
local reports valonia is urgently and desperately 
needed in Yranoe and it is probable that further 
purchases and shipments of this kind will be made in 
the neer future. Local valonia dealers who have been 
unsble to move their stooks of valonia since jurust, 
1944, when economic relations between Turkey and “Cermany 
were severed, cre elated and Look forward to a definite 
improvement in their trade and activities. 


Ags: 
A fair quantity of figs continued to move to the 
United States during the month of ‘ecember, 1945, the 


total for the month havin; been 515 tons, as compared 
with 700 tons during the month of “ovenber, 1945. 


However, 


a Ow 


However, the utriot requirements and regulations of 

the United states Department of Agriculture (Food and 
Drugs Act) with rather heavy rejections of Izmir figs 
in New York have had a tendenay to discourage local 
shippers. when figs are rejected in a United States 
port, the shipper loses heavily even though he may 
reexport the figs to Cuba or some similur country 

where entrance requirements and regulations are not 

so difficult. There have been many complet:.is regard- 
ing and oriticism of United States laws in this respect. 


rs oes: Ta a 


4uch interest was apparent in local finanoial 
Olroles regarding the much talked of loan which Turkey 
hopes to obtain from the United Jtates. There was a 
most favorable local reaction to the reports that the 
loan, if wranted, would result in the following 
purchases frou the United states: 


175 = Locomotives 

150 Pagsenver cars 

3000 Freight oars 
60 slall and bageage oars 
50 Diesel engines 

500 Automoblie trucks 


« loan approximating ¢300,000,000 has beon 
mentioned frequently in looal eireles. 


ashe vreslaeat of the Local Chander of Commerce 

yeturned to suuir frou ankara where he conferred with 
the /riwe .inister ana stated that he had learned 
deaobilization could not be effeoted at this time 
becsuse of the militant, demanding attitude of the 
Veowoek. and that inatead of further relie? in the 
matter of taxation, 1t aight be necessary to enact 
new taxes to provide for costs of continued mobLl- 
ization. 


The decisions of the Government to reduce the 
auount of currency in oireulation, to permit the 
free sale of olive o1} and the manufacture of soap, 
and to allow oertain merchandise held in custons 
because of failure to obtain inport licenses, to enter 
the country, were received with satisfuotion in looal 
bualness circles. 


Looal 


A summary of important miscellaneous developments 
and oocurrences in local oiroles during the month of 
December, 1945, is given below: 


A well attended farewell banquet was given at the 
beginning of the month for Faik Nart, Assistant Chief 
of Police in Iamir for a period of sixteen years, who 
was transferred to Ordu as Chief of Police in that 
oity. The departure of Faik Bey is a distine® lose 
to the community, especial go in foreign .lroles 
where he was extremely popular. 


Latif Karaduman, the official seleoted to replace 
¥aik Bey as Assistant Chief of Police in Izmir, arrived 
immediately after Yaik Bey's departure and immediately 
agsumed his new duties. 


Mehmet Orhun, © peasant, and a man definitely not 
of a high calibre was elected to take the place of 
sedat Dikmen, revently elected as Deputy from Izmir 
to replace Celal Bayar who resigned to form a so-called 
Upposition Party. According to reports, the new local 
Inspeotor of the People's Party did not desire a man 
of better qualifications or of higher oalibre. 


Ua the oceasion of a meeting at the Halk Evi, the 
new Inspector presided and the following subjects were 
disoussed with aniaation and forcefulness! 


i. The formation of a new Party: - It was stated 
that "Any new Varty will find it difficult to 
Oppose us" - “We are ready for any opposition". 


w 


Suburban train service must be extended and 
expanded. 


3. Storekeepers should be allowed to keep their 
establishments open during any hours which they 
may seleot. There should be no "forced" opening 
and closing hours. 


4. Lighters are not always available in the harbor 
of Izmir. Cuiques and other craft should be 
permitted to load direct to lar.:e steamers. 


S. "Birliks” (erohants Association) should be 
abolished. 


Prine <inister Saracoglu's speech on Savings Dey 
was received with auoh oriticiem in looal oiroles. His 
stutement that each family should have a budget - when 
the average working family in Izmir is hardly able to 
live along frou day to day on the soantiest of food 
snd clothing rations - is incomprehensible to workers. 
The looal averaye worker is also unable to understand 
why his sconomic situation, es stated by the Prine 
sinister, must continue to be difficult for a period 
of years. 


Caustic 


Caustic comment on the continued exceedingly high 
cost of living was heard in many local olroles during 
December. In spite of all the protests which hava 
been made, thore io no indigation of any change on 
the part of the Government's policy in this respect. 
Nothing, 1t appears, according to such comment, is 
being done to alleviate the high cost of living. 
statements were forthooming to the effect that tha 
Sovernnment declares the continued necessary 16d11i- 
zation of the country's nlliitary *orces and ourrenoy 
iaflation are entirely responsible for the hizh cost 
of living . But, it ta pointed out in loaal eiroles, 
other countries have had and have exactly the sane 
Conditions. Loonl reaction is to the affect that 
such 4 hich gost of living in ‘turkey which has not 
suffered greatly from the war 1a unjustified. Why, 
it is pointed out, shouid there be a 350% inarease 
in the cost of living as admitted by the Government 
itwelf? Because the Covernment has interfered and 
is interfering erroneously in the economia 11?%e of 
the country. 


The weyor of imix who is Jhairman of the 
committees of the izair International *air (held each 
year Yrom «ugust £Oth to Geptember 20th) announced 
thet prepar:tions for the holding of the (Vth Ilamir 
Internationai Tair are well under way init will be 
furthered to tne +reatest posuible extent. In this 
connection british authorities announved that in 
addition to tia usual eritish exhibition at the 
Fudr dn 1945, tuere would be a speckai Cultural 
axhibition. 


‘ihe anuouucesent that the Covermaont hal finally 
allowed the ‘free sale of olive ofl wus roceived 
with auch elation 42 all Logal oiroles. ‘or the 
first time in several years olive o41 was vought and 
sold freely in the local market, at a cost of £2.30 
Turkish Lira per liter - the pre-war price waa 
approximately 45 kurus per liter. 


at the close of the month the Vali announced 
that reforustories had been established for nainors 
in jatla in the Vilayet of iznair in the form of 
schoolrooms for educational and inatructional 
purjoses, particularily in hendiersfts. All minors 
in prisons under the age of 18 are obliged to attend 
these schools. 


Shipping 
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Shipping Notes: 


Important developments and items of interest in 
the port of Igmir and in local shipping olroles 
during the month of December, 1945, were as follows: 


Three Liberty ahips oalled at the port of Ismir 
" and loaded cargo, principally tobacso and figs, and 

passengers as listed below; similar ounulative 
figures froa the comaencement of the Liberty ship 
service in Laalr in the Spring of 1945, being given 
for the informative purposes: 


Wemaies . " - 5 sumpRE 
ameneoaas or ne ore pe 
Totals up to 21/30/45:17,799 7,558 1212 309 
12/5/45 JOM 3,CORDON 915 - - 5 
12/16/45 S2cCUTOR 1,362 - LBS 11 
12/24/45 sacuesrun 1,084 - - - 





( bre Port in South Turkey ) 


Zotals up to 11/30/45: Uhrome Ore : 19,884 
In cecember 1945: Nal 
Srand Totel:T. 








PASSENGERS UMBARKS!) AT IZMIR 


Total up to 11/30/45: 155 passengers 
in Gecember 1945: 29 9 


Total :164 passengers 


It will be noted that the total amount of tonnage 
handled in this trade during the period Harch-December, 
1945, reached the 50,000 ton mark, and thet « total of 
164 passengers embarked on these ships during that 
period. ‘his pussenger service has been pertioularly 
helpful to returning Ameriocen oltizens and Turkish 
students who intend to continue their education either 
for the Turkish Government or privately. The demand 
for such trensportetion continued heavy throuhout 
Vecember, with a waiting list of elmost 100 prospect— 
ive passengers. flecent instructions pernit Liberty 
ships to cerry only © total of 1° passengers each and 
some of these passen.ers acoordingly face a waiting 
period of severs] «onthe at least, unless the present 


schedule 


TOTAL 
ons 
26,878 
920 


19,824 


30,268 





- dk = 


solipdule of Liberty ships quiling at Iaair is changed 
to provide an inoreased service. 


During Veceaber, two Swedish, one British and 
Coe Norweyisu ship oaljed at Izmir for the purpose 
of loading Turkish export producta, inoluding reisins, 
figs, tobuoco, licordge paste, enery ore, walonia, 
walnuts, heapseeds, wine and sking, destined to England, 
Denmark, Belgium, and theUnited states. vetailed 
atativtios regarding the cargoes loaded by these ships 
are given below: 


Britieh sa.ciTY OF LelUssTsR loaded 
for London: 350 Tons Tobacco 


3,360 " Raisins 
3,700 Tons. 
¥rom kulluk oo" " 1,000 " Kmery Ore 


Total: 4,700 Tons 
Sersess es 


Swedish se.SAdsLAND loaded 


for Copenhagen 90 T. Lioorioe Paste 
f——————___—} 
Swedigh 3s. VIXINGLAND lcaded 
for Relgftun 37 f. Raisins 
193" Mes 


155 * Tobaooo 
200" Yalonia 
11" Walnuts 
65 " Hampseeds 








5o " imery Cre 
711 tT. 
for Vopenhagen : $¢@ T. Tobacco 
for Cothenburg : 32" Vise 
26" Wine 
823 T. 
Norwegian o8.GKANVILLE loaded 
for New York : 148 T. Figs 
5" Skins 
153 T. 
for Norfolk: 420 " Tobaceo Slenn 
for Newport hews: 707” mi ATC. 
1280 1. 





4 stotement showing the gross revenue earned by ships 
of the War Shipping Administration oalling at the ports 
of Ismir and Fethiye, during the period of Merch-December, 
1245, 1s given below: 


From Port of tumir, Turkey: 
Maroh $129,704.33 
April 319,648.73 
May 378,302.23 


Forward $827,945.29 


Brought 
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Brought forward $827,945.29 


June 80,686.90 
July 32,615.92 
August 76,667.11 
September 139,288.65 
Jotober 22,571,99 
November 188,827.75 
December 175,141.56 $1,541,745.17 
om or Fe 3 3 
June $70,875.94 
July 35,457.97 
September 106,313.91 
datober $7,757.39 — gpao, 385.21 


Total $1,822,130.38 





It will be noted that the total gross revenue 
earned in this respeot 148 approaching the $2,000,000 
mark, indicating that the service has been popular 
and profitable. It should be bornein mind, however, 
that during the greater part of this period no 
Goapetition of any kind was experienced and that 
excecdingly high freivht rates were paid in this 
service, tobuavo, for instance, having been carried 
ata rate of $64.00 per metric ton for most of this 
period - reduced as of Novenber 1, 1945, to $50 per 
metric ton. 


The Norwegian Fern Line has offered the var 
chipping Administration considerable competition 
during recent months and indications are that this 
competition will continue and even increase. The 
locel agent of thia line, ‘r. Charles ‘etter, a 
British subject, is exceedingly active in obtaining 
cargoes for Fern Line ships, and such activities 
have taken on the form of considerable entertain- 
ment and representation. on the occasion of the 
Gall of the GRiNVILLE of this line during December, 
ar. Petter arranged a dinner party on board that 
Ship to which all local American tobacco shippers 
were invited. 


Captain J. ¢. Klepper, the local representative 
of the War chipping Administration, also continued 
his energetio efforts to obtain cargoes for his 
ships and has been successful to a marked degree. 
The Liberty ships offer certain advantages to 
tobacco shippers beoause of their special facilities 
and the extreme oare with which the tobacco is 
loaded and handled and stored in the holds of these 
ships, all of which is under the careful and watoh- 
ful supervision of Captain Klepper who is an 
experienced expert in the handling of tobacco cargoes. 


Continued 
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Continued in' % was shown in loesl shipping 
Gireles in the Medi oateunship oo 8 
provided by Turkish steamers in the route to and 


Piraeus and Alexandria, Egypt. ‘This fortnight- 
ly service is extremely populer both in respect 
of freight and passengers. 


Loeal shipping circles also manifest great 
iaterest in the opening of the new freight and 


passengers were ombarked from Ismir on the 
steamer TRANGYLVANIA which made the first voyage 
in thie service. 


Transportation 





Muoh interest was shown in local oircl es 
Feygarding the arrival in Turkey of a Pan-American. 
Line survey party with a view to establishing an 
air serviow from New York to India via Turkey, to 
oarry passengers, mail and merchandise. 


At the end of December, the Muniloipality of 
Iumir had allotted two automobile truoka which 
were reoeatly received from the United States 
for service on the autobus route between Tanir 
and Buca, 4 near by suburb of Izmir. The resumption 
of this autobus service following its stoppage 
during the war years has been awaited with much 
eagerness by the residents of Buoa. A third 
automobile truok will t: aseigned to effant the 
transportation of flour from Izmir to Buoa. 


Another indication of the easing in the trans- 
portation situation in this district was the 
announcement of the Munioipality of Izair to the 
effect that the autobus service in Kershiyake, a 
suburb on the opposite aide of the Gulf of Izmir, 
would be extended to provide service to Turan and 
Bayrakli, suburbs in whioh the gesolino and oil 
installations of this district are located. 


These iuprovenents in the diffioult trans- 
portation situation which has boen obteining in 
and around Iumir for a period of years, have 
been received with moh satisfaction on the part 
of the local publio and it 1s hoped that they 
will be followed by the inau.uretion of still 
other facilities of this kind, particularly 
in the suburbs of the oity. 


American 


diy. Richard W. Byrd, former Amerioan Consul at 
Takenderun arrived from the Embassy at Ankara on 
December 2, 1945, to take passage on the British 
steamer CITY OF LiICHSTER bound from Izmir to 
Liverpool, from where Mr. Byrd planned to proceed 
to his new post, Cherbourg, France. His ship 
completed loading and sailed on December 10th. 


ir. Robert Franois Kelley, former Counselor of 
Subassy at Ankara, arrived in Izmir on !‘eceaber 8th, 
and embarked on the steamer EXECUTOR and sailed for 
the United States on December 13th. 


ay. harl cacker, First Secretary of imbassy at 
ankara, and ira. racker arrived in Izmir on Desomber 
16th and embarked and sailed for the United States 
on the liorwezlan steamer GRANVILLE on December 23rd. 


ar. G. B. Gary, Vivo President of the ‘ary 
Tobacco Company arrived in Izmir on December 20th 
for the purpose of attending the opening of the 
market for the 1945 tobacco orop. 


Hy. Bacon Fuller, forser Manazer of the Cary 
Tobacco Company in Izmir returned to take up his 
duties after a period of five years of absence, most 
of which he spent as a prisoner of war in the 
«whilippine Islands. He was accompanied to Izmir 
by his wife and minor son. 


wr. Franklin «. Bell of the Gary Tobaceo Company 
arrivad frou Growoe for the purpose of attending the 
Opening of the 1945 tobacco crop market. 


4g. 5. Liles, «anager of the Gary Tobacco Company 
io samgun and ‘rs. Liles arrived {n Iznir likewise 
for the purpose of attending the opening of the 1945 
tobaceo crop waarket. 


dr. Joseph kk. anglish, former Manager of the 
american Tobaceo Company and now en independent tobacco 
buyer arrived from the United States for the purpose 
of being present at the opening of the 1945 tobaoeo 
orop market. 


dr. J. cohwargz of the War Shipping Administration 
and ar. u. Fishzohn of the Jewish Refugee Assoolation 
arrived in izmir on December 26th on the stoaner 
GUNEYSU enroute to athens, Creece. 


“x. cmzet Hundley and ir. B. dillner, offioials 
of the American Tobacco Company arrived in tamir coming 
frou Greeoe for the purpose of taking part in the 
Opening of the 194) tobacco crop market. 


Local 
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iogel Reaction to Reletions Between U.S.5.R. and Turkey: 


Despite the fact that the number of persons 
professing commnistic ideas and prinoiples has been 
steadily inoreasing during the last year in this 
aistrict, especially amongst young university students, 
textile workers and elementary school teachers, the 
general atmosphere has been, during the last few 
months, decidedly anti-communist and anti-soviet. 


buring the last daya in November posters appeared 
in izmir advertising the publication of two new news- 
papers in Istanbul {vent Dunya and Gorusler) . Even 
before the demonstrations which took place in Istanbul 
all these posters, several hundred of them, were 
marked in large black characters and in identical 
handwriting "This 1s 6 communist publication, Turkish 
Youth do not read it!" 


When the reports of a big demonstretion in Istanbul 
resulting in the destruction of newspaper buildings 
and bookstores with communistio affiliations reached 
izmir late in the afternoon of December 4, the first 
local reaction was one of relief and satisfaction. 
‘ihe newspaper "Tun" which was one of the "“oasualties" 
of the Istenbul demonstrations, was popular in Izmir 
where it had a large ciroulation, but it was princi- 
pally read for its criticisms of the internal policy 
of the Turkish Vovernment, and for its witty artioles 
which appeared over the signatures of Zekerlya Sertel 
and sabiha certel. any veiled propaganda which 
appeared in the columns of this newspeper which may 
have advocated communistic ideology or a “rapproohement” 
between Turkey and the U.5.9.h., was usually disregard- 
ed by the looal veneral publica. 


Local newspapers, probably on instructions received 
fron the :eople's Party headquarters, commended the 
action of the Istanbul University students in destroying 
the property belonging to communists. ‘The first 
feelings of satisfaction and exultation in this respect 
were, however, superseded by expressions of disapproval 
and condemnation as the details of the ‘nctdert reached 
iauir enubling the public to judge the situation with 
more calm 4nd consideration. 


It was reported here that the demonstretions in 
istanbul were not in any way spontaneous but were the 
outcome of several days oareful plenning and preparations, 
and that several hundred students of the Police College 
at Ankera, together with many policemen from the capital 
had gradually been :oved to Istanbul to organize the 
demonstrations. 


It was asserted that the object of the Turkish 
covernnent in encouraging and organizing the demon- 
strations was to deviate the minds of the publio 
from the intornal adwinistration, the high oost of 
living and mismanagement of public affairs, and to 
concentrate the oare and attention of the people 
to the liupending danger of a foreiyn attack. In 
the opinion of several observers the Turkish 


authorities 


a ae 


authorities must have consulted the British Covernment 
before organizing the Istanbul demonstrations. In the 
opinion of many moderate Turks these demonstrations 
were Senseless, useless and danzerous. 


The reports regarding the note of protest, in 
connection with these demonstrations, handed by the 
soviet Ambassador at Ankara to the Turkish Government, 
were received logally with great concern. The subse- 
quent reports concerning the Soviet claims with 
regard to the éaatern Vilayets in Turkey, as well as 
the claims put forward by two Ceor;ian professors 
relative to furkish territory on the Ylack Sea coast, 
were also received with great concern and anxiety. 

The activities of the soviet forces in North Western 
provinces of iran and the apparent inactivity of 

Great Britain and the United 3tates toward i:sproving 
the situation seem to have given vause to apprehension 
with regard to the situation in Turkey. 


iéany observers are of the opinion that the ‘Vest- 
ern Democracies are either attempting to cain time 
untii next spring when conditions will be more 
favorable for military operations or a secret ayree- 
ment must have been reeched between the "nited States, 
creat Britain and U.3.5.R. to divide the world into 
Spheres of influence. In the opinion of these 
observers the apparently unconcerned attitu’a of the 
Western Lenocracies cannot be axplained in any other 
manner, especially when tiey have the advantaze of 
the atomic bomb, unless they are prepared to make 
limitless sacrifices with a view to pacifying U.3.3.R. 


The situation is considered to be very sertoug 
by virtuully ail classes of looal Turks. The Covern- 
ment ana the reople's arty leaders, possibly with a 
view to achieving unity and destroying opposition in 
internal politics, seem to be anxious to denonstrate 
the iupendin. denger against Turkish territory end 
integrity, and to stress the importance and gravity 
of the situation. It may be stated that locrl 
Opposition to Ankara has considerably dwindled in 
Iawair during the latter part of December. 


It was rumored late in December that the Air 
Force Unita in acd around Izmir had reoeived "stund- 
by" orders frou Ankara and thet all the army leaves 
had been canceled. It was also asserted that the men 
of the 1338 class (born in 1922) who were reloased in 
Votober, 1945, would shortly be remobilized and that 
upon instructions received from ankare, three arny 
offioers from the Izmir Corps had been designated 
to proceed to the capital to bring to Izmir general 
mobilization orders. 


there appears to be no doubt that in case 
hostilities break out between Turkey and the J.3.3.R. 
@ll classes of Turks would willingly fight despite the 
fact that chances of viotory for the Turks, if they 
fight alone, are vory ramote. 


Looal 
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40081 Politica, ivents: 


The polling to elect a Deputy from Izmir to 
replace Celal Bayar who recently resigned his seat 
at the Grand National Assembly, took place in Izmir 
on Sunday, December 2, 1945, Although the People's 
Party head.uarters had nominated no candidates for 
this election, 1t way gemrally anticipated that 
Sedat Lilkmen, the local President of tia People's 
Party who had noainated himself as » candidate, 
would be 6leoted with a very lar;e majority. 


The claiu put forward by the ‘arty spokesmen 
to the effect that, owing to the absence of official 
party oandidates,the prescut by-election would be 
esonducted on a free election basis, wes senerally 
discredited as scoording to iurkish electoral laws 
and Ke,ulations the "secondary electors" who are 
elected at the general elections and who are tha 
only persons authorized to use their votes at tire 
general elections or at the by-elections are all 
members of the People's varty and for feur of 
being labe.ed "a traitor” would never vote for a 
eandidete wio is opposed to the *eople'’s “arty. 


‘There were 1353 "secondary electors" who used 
their votes in Izalr on “aaenber 2. Jedat “(Ukaen, 
the rresident of the People's “arty, as it wag 
expected, was elected with 397 votes. Although 
the candidate second to hin received only 109 votes, 
the total of the opposition votes (461) waa con- 
sidered to be significant and impressive. ‘The 
gumber of other oandidates for this by-election 
who haa been self-nominated without any party 
Support was li. “Mr. Uikmen departed fron Izmir 
to Ankara on vecamber 5, to take his sost at the 
Grand kationsl Assembly. 


Considerable interest was talen Looally in 
vhe Tormation of tha new opposition pasty to be led 
by Velul Bayar, and the reports aoncernin; his 
activities in snkara were raoaived with much eaer- 
ness and enthusiasm. Refik Jevket Ince, the well 
xoown locsl Lawyer and ex-!eputy and “inister of 
Justice proceeded to jnkara with a view to con- 
ferring with velaul Sayar and his friends, and 
returned to tualr after spending approximately 
10 days in the capital. Upon his return to Izmir 
he sade & Btatenuent to the press denyin, rumors 
vo the effect that owing to the delicete inter- 
aetionil situation the formal openinz of the new 
party would be postponed. is further statenent 
to tie effect that he would take a very active part 
in the Tznir orvanization of the new opposition 
party was interpreted as an indication of his 
probable assiynment es the local president of the 
Rew party. 


Reflk Sevket Ince is known a8 u capable lawyer 
and politician, but due to his alle, edly mercenary 
@nd venal vharacter, is nov recarded as the ideal 
president of an opposition party in Izmir. 


It 
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It has been rumored locally that Dr. Behost Us , 
formerly :iayor of Iamir and Minister of Commeroe, as 
well as Rauf Orbay, and ‘‘arshall evel Cakwak, would 
shortly join the now party. It is also asserted 
that several prominent and wealthy businessmen 1n 
Izmir will join the now party as soon ss reasonable 
assurances can be obtained that no retribution or 
reprisals un the part of the People's ~arty are 
likely to be forthcoming, and that the question of 
financing the new party would not be a difVioult 
problem. 


48 hes been aentionsd in previous reports, a 
ureat deal of Luportance tay attached locally to 
the triul of the unauthorized driver of an official 
automobile who was accused of causing the death 
of three persons on the night of Getober 29, after 
the official Gall on the Republic Dey. It was 
elleged that the Vali's son was involved in this 
acoident and was probably the driver of the car. 
The trial was concluded on December “3, end the 
accused, a bank clerk and a friend of the Vali'ts 
son, Was sentenced to a tern of imprisOnuent of 
S years ana 4 months, ant paysent of ve 
Ties and duuege claims anounting vo T 
Luria, the trial 1t was catablished that 
Vali's son wes not driving the autonobile et the 
tine of the accident, but hed only given permission 
to his friend to drive the official eur. 





ihe trjei also continued of the editor and 
proprietor of the locui newspaper "Yeni Uronoml ve 
Plyasa" whic. wes suppressed by the Yel! on the 
eround that thts newspaper had been appearing for 
26 months witout completing legnl tornelities. 
weval proceedings were commenced agrinet tts 
editor for this reason, although {it was renerally 
knovn thet the Vali, belny vexed by en urticle 
which appeared in thig publication questioning the 
right of tho Veli's son to ive permission for the 
use of officiel cars by outsiders, hed ¢iven orders 
for its suppression and 1ls,al action to be taken 
against ita editor. 





The editor and his lawyer by an inenious move 
in the Court indicated the Yali as a witness for 
the defense and the Jourt agcordingly sumoned 4s 
uxcellency to appear as 4 witness for a »ergon vhose 
progecution he had ordered. The Vali, however, 
stuting that he had uryent sad Laportant business 
to attend to st nkera, Inoluding contacting various 
cabinet ministers for the Vilayet Sudgat, publis 
works and utilities, the dlsgpoaittion of the cotton, 
tobacco und raisin orops and fig rejections in the 
vnited states, departed froa tzair before the date 
fixed for the trial, which, in his ebsenve, was 
twive adjourned. Upon his return to Izaiz he appear- 
ed before the Court on Jecember 21, and made a state- 
ment to the effect that the editor of "Yenl ckononl 
vs iyasa” was not legally qualified to be an editor 
of @ newspaper, but refused to answer any further 
questions on the subject. 





it has deen stated that the appearance of a Vali 
before a Jourt ay witness for the defense in 4 case 


where 
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where the State acted as prosecutor, is unique in Turkish 
judicial history. 


In connection with the above inoident and with the 
general politioal and eoonomle situation, the usuel 
vehement opposition to the Covernment continued in Isuir 
during the first weeks in December. 3ut, as has been 
stated above, due to the probably inflated reports with 
regard to impending danger from U.S.3.R., the oritioisns 
directed against the Covernment subsided during the 
latter part of the month. In this oonneotion a prominent 
businessman recently stated that the Soviets were un- 
willingly strengthening the position of their antaronists 
in Turkey. In the opinion of this businessman, the 
domestic feeling against tho present Yurkish “overnment 
was go high in the country, thet the fall of the Saraocoglu 
Government and possibly that of Ismet Inonu, appeared to 
be, if not imainent, at least in sight, but the Soviots 
with their fantastic clains acainst Turkish territory 
have assembled a larie majority of the publis, inoluding 
Opponents of the internal polioy, around the present 
Coverament, which 1s generally regarded to be capable, 
with british help, of defending lurkey's rights against 
Soviet claims. «any Turks now have sufficient political 
Sseagaoity to realize that disunity under present 
OLroumstances would be detrinentel to the country's 
vital interests. 
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Semi-official Anatolian ews Arenecy carries following 
sumrary of program of new vVemocratic iarty based on »ress 
conference with founders yesterday: 


“ihe new varty is formed to assist in the explanation 
of democracy in turkey in a broad spirit of understanaing 
and the conduct of meneral policy inspiring devocratia con- 
cepts. “he ‘arty Ils convinced that the form of covernment 
most in conformity with the principles of derocracy is the 
Republic. whe .arty considers necessary the formation of 
associations, cooperatives and unions by workers, peasants, 
busineasmen, industrialists, professional men anc officials 
Lpals even of secondary school students for pro- 
social and economic reasons. 








"Pye :arty declares its faith in free elections and 


the sceret tallot and in equality of ciphts for all political 






partiss., whe .arty supports t 
fas ooldt i 

anc ter 
uvon tb 
connec 


ic outlawing of associations 











Liorial intes "the country, to infringe 
> Pndancntal rishts of the citizen and those having 
slons with foreign political orranizations. 











"Tho arty is faithful to a nationalism based on a 
community of culture and ideels c eated by thé corron his- 
tory of 1 citizens and rejects ali discriminatory move- 
nents. The :arty considers as “urks 211 fellow-citizens 
without distinction of race or relirion and recornizes 
for them all rtrhts of being Turk she .arty cons*cers 
as one of the sacred rirhts of ran the 142 ny «Of laicism 
ang the complete frecdom of relision, 














‘he iarty 


ical carties ich seek to t:reaten the independsice 


9rg-1/00°LSs 


-~2- 
Airgram 4-2, Ankara, January 8, 1946 


"whe Party understands by etatism the intervention 
by the state in the esonomic domain, whether by direct 
enterprise or by taking part in the rapid development, and 
in conformity with the best general interests of private 
entervrise and capital by means of regulation, encourafge- 
rent anc support. 


"The foreign policy of the rarty is based on the 
equality of rights of nations, political, economio and 
cultural collaboration between peoples, collective security 
and good=-neighborly relations. -/hile convinced that the 
national interests can only be safe guarded by the national 
forces, the lerocratic :arty is persuaded that the most 
realistic means and most conforming to the interests of the 
- country is a Loyal and pacific foreign policy havin: as 
its purpose the unity of nations." 


WILSON 
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No paraphrase necessary. 
Ankara 
RESTRICTED Dated Janvary 8, 1946 


Ree'd 6:09 p.m., 12% 
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A-D 37, January 8, 7 pom. L ea 
SPA "gonstitution and pletform new Demonratic Party" 
sa/M submitted yeaterday for approval Ministry of Interior 
orc and we learn from high official source approval vill 
OFT be forthcoming. Founders of party are former Frime 
YL MWoister Celal Bayar and deputies Adnan Menderes, 


Fuatkoprulu and Rifik Koraltan, 


Brief sumsary party's program as given by semi- 
officiel Anatclian News Agency indicates support for 
aollective security and international cocperation 
freedom of organizstion xp for trade vuions end 
cooperatives and equality for all citizens irrespective 
of race and religion. We will shortly submit doveiled 
soments on platforw. 





Yoday’s seui-officlal ULUS carries editorial 
by deputy (7) el soming aew party 


WILSON 
NOTE: Delay due to original being unicc pherable. 
JMB 
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The senieoffrcial AMAUCLU ada oT (Anatolian News agency) 


yesterday published the following 


January 7: 


dispatch dutectined deruseleon, 


"A nanifestation of arab-Turkish fricilohip took 
place at Gaze, in the course of a banquet given by the 
Hayor, Roushdi Bey Shaoua, for a group of Turkish officers 


passing through Palestine. 


Tn toasti x, the guests, the 


Uayor stressed that the arahs had faith in the wutual 
understanding and cooperation with Turkey and would ail 
rise up if Turkey were attacked by a foreign pever, 


dJLEorner/ob 


CC: Division of Near Eastern 


VELSON 


Affairs, Vepartinent of State 


fwerican Consulate General, Jerusalei, 
fuserican Legetione, Cairo, Beirut and Damascus 


Anericen Embassy, Moscow 
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EMBASSY OF THE : 
UNITED STATES OF AERIN, FEBY gig, 
Lo “dG } 

NT pe 

No. 504 Ankara, January 9, 19k6y 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Sirs 


my Rborecctted despatch No. 468. 






Subject: Deputy Hikmet Bayur Replies to Rago Moscow's 


esl Version of Mk 


a 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 





I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 468, dated 
December 20, 1945, on the subject, "Budget Debate Gives Rise 
to Criticism of Manner of Election of Deputies," and to en- 
close a translation of an editorial by Hiknet Bayur, Deputy 
for Manisa, which appeared in the Istanbul newspaper HURSES 
of December 27, 1945. 


Mr. Bayur began by saying: "The Moscow Radio, in its 
Turkish and English broadcasts of December 24, has included 
in its well-known propaganda a distorted version of certain 
statements I made in the Grand National Assembly on the occa+ 
sion of the discussion of the budget. The purpose of the 
propaganda in question was to prove to the listeners that 
affairs in Russian-occupied territories were running far more 
smoothly than was the case in Turkey," Mr, Bayur then went on 
to say: "I have, in none of my statements or writings, on no 
occasion compared conditions in our country with those prevail- 
ing in lands devasted by the enemy or under foreign occupation. 
I have always spoken of countries which have not fallen into 
such a situation and have on every occasion stressed this point..." 
He asked: "Is a Governmerit which covers under a dense veil all 
events and happenings within its own lands, morally entitled to 
engage in propaganda by distorting everything that goes on in 
other countries?" 


976-1/00°L98 


It is of interest that, despite his earlier criticism of 
the Turkish Government, Mr. Bayur was one of the 376 Deputies 
who supported a vote of confidence which was approved with only 
four dissenting votes on December 26, 1945 (the four Deputies 
who voted no-confidence were Fuat K§prtili, Adnan Menderes, Refik 
Koraltan, and Cemal Tunca). According to a generally well-informed 
Turkish ‘source, Mre Bayur voted for the Government solely because 
of the use Radio Moscow had made of his critibism mentioned in 





i Respectfully yours, 
meds 
t 


Enclosures(t!\ + Edwin C. Wilson. 

1/ Translation from 7 
’ » December 27, 1945. e 4 s 
File No. 800 = x 
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Original and hectegraph to Department ;CC:Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, Moscow 


Enclosure No. 1 to confidential despatch No. 504, dated 
January 9, 1946, from American Embassy, Ankara, subject: 
"Deputy Hikmet Bayur Replies to Radio Moscow's Version of 
His Criticism of Turkish Government." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: HURSES, Istanbul 
newspaper, December 
27, 19456 


THE BROADCASTS OF THE MOSCOW RADIO 


Editorial 


by 
Hikmet Bayur 


The Moscow Radio, in its Turkish and English broadcasts of 
December 24, has included in its well-known propaganda a distor- 
ted version of certain statements which I made at the Grand 
National Assembly on the occasion of the discussion of the bud- 
get. The purpose of the propaganda in question was to prove to 
the listeners that affairs in Russian-occupied territories were 
running far more smoothly than was the case in Turkey, I have, 
in none of my statements or writings, on no occasion compared 
conditions in our country with those prevailing in lands devas— 
tated by the enemy or under foreign occupation, I have always 
spoken of countries which have not fallen into such a situation 
and have on every occasion stressed this point. In this connec- 
tion I would like to ask: is a government which covers under a 
dense veil all events and happenings within its own lands, morally 
entitled to engage in propaganda by distorting everything that goes 
on in other countries? Obviously not. But it is nevertheless 
boldly engaging in such activities. 


Every sensible person will understand that, were conditions 
in Russia really such as officially presented, they would hardly 
have any need for this heavy curtain which was drawn over that 
country many years before the world war and which is still being 
maintained. The Russians probably believe that for fear of pro- 
viding them with propaganda material, people in other countries 
will cease to speak freely and, as a consequence, freedom of 
speech and thought will be undermined in these countries, thus 
resembling in this respect Soviet Russia. It is obvious that a 
silence covering up all evils is far more dangerous than furnish- 
ing material for the propaganda of the Moscow Radio. It is for 
this reason that we shall continue to express our thoughts, re- 
gardless of how they may be misrepresented by the said radio. 


The Turkish nation has forever been worshipping independence. 
It knows fully that falling under foreign influence is a disaster, 
Even if such foreign influence and occupation were beneficial, the 
Turkish nation would definitely reject it. Consequently, to endeavor 
to provide it with deceiving examples of conditions prevailing in 
countries under foreign occupation would simply be tantamount to 
dealing with absurdities. 


As 


Enclosure No. 1 to confidential despatch No. 504, dated 
January 9, 1946, from American Enbassy, Ankara, subject: 
"Deputy Hiknet Bayur Replies to Radio Moscow's Version of 
His Criticism of Turkish Government." 
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As regards the statements attributed to me by the said 
radio, according to which I am supposed to have said that the 
members of the Grand National Assembly are being appointed 
by the government, I wish to point out that I have always 
spoken only about the nomination of candidates. Indeed, I 
made it clear that, as is the case in several western democratic 
countries, deputorial candidates are nominated by the central 
orgenization. Referring, however, to the glorious past of the 
Republican People's Party and the great prestige enjoyed by 
its leaders, I suggested that it should consent to a sacrifice 
and allow that the deputorial candidates be nominated by the 
regional organizations. What I have written and said can only 
be expressed in countries where freedom and democracy prevail. 

A country deprived of such freedom is in no way entitled to 
use for propaganda purposes the discussions and disputes taking 
place among us Turks in our effort to further improve conditions. 
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Neolal Vayu poduted out cupeclally vaib bicres 





Gitiereonee ov views regurdin. tue grivedj,les of the co sti- 


tution anu sont ‘on: 


*Our 
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ankara/iam5 


‘Our Constitution is a complete exprossion of -emulism. 
Vowtalisu has found its true perfection in tie Constitution. ' 


‘“Luat li6praild added: 

‘In othor words, it has been drawn up in a spirit of 
con,lete Gaomocrucy.'! 

"mo..e more cuestions were put on tic subject, conc, 
repeating uis vrevious statement, Celul Suyar ssid: 


'Cur Constitution is un udvanced one. It is in keeping 
vita the suirit of the country. Je ure coivineed tist it 
will tuce this country uo hanpy one, if proverly eurriocd out. 
lovever, if, dn the future, the necessity urises of changing 
uhy urticle, our varty can stute tais iu tuc presence of the 
Dation ana ask that the article be ciuned.' 


". Teporter thereupon asked Buyur: 


fYou suid just now ‘if our Constitution Is ;royperly 
curried out.! are you of the opinion tact it is not bein; 
Jroserly carricd out*' 


"Fuat Loprulu replied for Celel Buyur: 


There muy be u nusver of mistakes in cowmitries with 
wiagie parties, liowever, if u second coutrol turty czlsts, 
tie situation will:no doubt chunge.'! 

"he reporters asied L&priilti for u clearer reply. ie 
thereupon stuted thut they hud set about fosiin;g tie uew 
.arty becuuse they felt that the Constitution .us not being 
oroperly applied. 


",sicd vaetner there was a diiference bdetiviech tue plute 
Joris of the Republicun i:eoplets Party and the new Lurty, 
Celul suyur advised the reporters to conpure tie platfomis 
of the tio varties. 


"\t that moment ao revorter asked Colnul Usrur . .vucstion, 
boo inning, "This new Party of which you ure the founder! - 
Yust VOrrdlt iisicdiately broke in suc reninded tiie renorter 
tit tic verlocratic larty was not Jounded oy ore borcon-‘be- 
Cause u ae: oeratic purty cannot be founded by ocuc  ~ersoa 
Oils. * 


")ointins 


ankura/ae5 


"pointing out thut the Liberal warty hut onee been 
set &; «5 ul cxperiment, u rovorter asked to be inforried 
iether the Derocrutic Tart: also bore tite nabure oy on 
caperinent, us sone veo ,le are oF this opinion. 


"Celal Dayar corrected tii: impression ard re lied: 
‘fo ure vot u shan vurty, but noither are Ve un oppocition 
purty.* 


"Bayur udded: 
*Yhore is not u single purson .10 Vill accept Gi, oF 


620 WALL suggest that we do so. This serious nautionsl mutter 
cuncot ullow sue levity. .creonully, ve Iieve that ve 





fave taxon up an Lnportuat cause dor the country 8 Peallausg 
tiut we ave undertaken ua ereat renpousibility toward tie 
Wurliichk bation und VYurkian listo. Tn order th natLlonul 


soveroisnty and uutional will stouid be rian fest, ‘i is 
eecoLsury thet coritrol, co ime Trou the wbion, « aiid be 
couseluutiously cnerciasd over tie entire siate or usicabion, * 


' "ceulling tue cirewistances under wliei tie Liveral 
iurty had beer sot up, Bayar Baie that dm-ortunt coonouie 
ud social chunyes had taken place ginee ther, and udded: 


dic Schools 
dust soea 


Whe .tutdrk reform ad been newly 
or theoloyy ana tuo Gervishes' convents “i46 
closed. Vurthermore, the caneriment took ; wot & tie 
Wuen a serious ceononmic crisis wus ii full sein, tse, 
wLlow i:e to add, those ..o undertook tue uxlordinent ara 
not as exporienced in iarty life as the uresent lewors sree! 











'Nlointing out thet wc are entering as normal er., Celal 
ratat wont: ons 


Cur win in beginnine this enterzrise ib not to uc tae 
couse oF nussion aad enriity. either co ve inte te tire 
tuc national structure.  -e@ aduit thut our oor oti Le ut 
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"lt, roply to another quection, Bayar suid: 


* ¢ do not intend to criticluc tne punt cr tac . 
If tue pact curries any responsivility, tiei our Lot 
less then tant of others, fuct as t.c ere JItu plories us wt 
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"A WOtian reporter asked whether tie Varty had a special 
point of view on matters concerning our women. Bayar replied: 


‘ie have inherited fron Atattirk all the opportunities 
necessary for the Turkish woran. -e have ng »rinciple 
wiieh will ¢o farther than that. .e wish to remain in 
possession of those principles und to witness their mani- 
festation in applicution., It would be avpropriute to point 
-out that our wonen possess more advunced rights thun those 
in several civilized communities, ‘ 


wh 


ny 
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Puat KOpralLwe and .dnean Venderes also replied to cuese 
tions ues. 


Keds. Ws 
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RECORD COPY 


The attached white copy of a telegram or airgram 
has been designated the record copy to replace the 
yellow action copy which was not returned to the 
central records by the action office, 


’ This copy must be returned to DC/R for filing, 


°ON S1IA 


9rvz1-1/00°L98 





INFO Rae» 20) 


U Jutes Junwvey li, 1906 





| 235 
AWB eal 31 Pl Grd” B26 mame, SarreSO 


SA cucrot.ry of Lt.to, * 3 
ah/E- REQ? 32 7 AiGH 
SPA wabdid..2 tein. vO 


aU, Touuury 12, 194.6 


oD whe ceteotiici lL 2 en wT | mutolics ‘ens ener) 
Fo Wi borGay Gurrice s.Llovii; etuteawst o ioereic: polio: inude 
OIC*5 by Celal uayux, s2.eiGort of tno e0.1y domed DucGlwd a cat 
OPT (- woeretic arty): 





DC/R "Ene peserer Pi:ciples of our purty ansoxur us concerns 
duacdya 4207 ute Clearly on luined de 4 svaoial article of 
OW ple Gels 








Whole te Tee 6 .Usl rishts gor wll VOpl is of tic Vorld, 
GM tLouul collaboration bused upon sollcelive cuocurity 
Jue .00G Led blow: vol.tions; in pric’, toe GounGwtion of 
vee Untdaaly peucertt world dis contort; oth. too uanit of 
th. . tlantie Carta, c 





"Hue Lo1ei wu yo, dey of ataturk, lirested towards assure 
Ast. tiie aHeepesdence of Lurkey und werld Perce, is the path 
Our purty will ulwoys vursue isithfuly.. 





"esveeta eour cr uestion relutive to our eternal 
HOLition, it in iuposeiblo tiut the slightest dives eney of 
Opinion can ever oxist wione st ovr fellow citisens on thie 
“uectios: o: POLllowdiuy: the Oily pata dictated by cutionas 

da olite of why ..oncCe, Fnetucr Trou ucur or Tet, 
fwy Ge Girected a, vinst tiw dncovendenco and terrdi- 
torial intesrity oi Turkey Hr, not a ¢ bicn of a 
2Glitleal ufaev coer to » oUtoor the vary 
enistenrce ov oux yeo;le, t: couse: uenco of our 
love ox ous country ond Ci.racter, tuc work 
OL can ce:iturios, 

















TL..0! 
J .Lorner/oo \ DOR - NB Unit 
Ces a Gricun obusss, I oseo. | nat wo sesies ona 





Z. 


Vie erestion of : truco union of nations, | 





EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, January 22, 1946 


Noe 552 . 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Transmitting Translations of Statutes 
and Program of Demokrat Parti 
(Democratic Party). 1 


The Honorable < 
The Secretary of State, 
Washingtone 





Corer oe ' 


Sir: 


Pursuant to the Embassy's telegrams nos. 37 
dated January 8, 6 p.m. and 41 dated January 9, I 
have the honor to transmit herewith translations of 
the statutes and program of the newly-formed Demokrat 
Parti (Democratic Party). Further information wit 
respect to the program and aims of the party was given ies 
in the Embassy's alirgrams nos. A-2, January 8; A-5, Oo 
January 9; and A-8, Jenuary 12, 1946. 


e 
It was not to be expected that the Demokrat Parti Cc 
should advocate a program radically different from oO 
that of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's “ 
Party) for the following four reasons: (1) the Turkish ate 
Constitution of 1945 embodies the “six arrows" of 
the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, i.e., it declares that Nn 
"The Turkish State is republican, nationalist, populist, v 
etatist, secular, and revolutionary" and any new party + 
is obliged to accept these principles; (2) the Law on io) 
Associations rather narrowly circumscribes the principles 
which must be accepted by all political associations; 

(3) the four founders of the Demokrat Parti were for 

years leading members of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, 

and, therefore, believers in “Xemalism™; and (4) the 

Demokrat Parti was founded chiefly to fill the 

acknowledged need for an effective opposition capable 

of providing reasoned criticism of the present Govern=- 

ment and the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, rather than to 

serve as a vehicle for the personal ambitions of the 
founders. 


Despite the foregoing, there are certain differences, 
of nuance more than of principle, between the published 
programs of the two parties. Thus, the Demokrat Parti: 


1. Advocates 


2M 


PA/SO 


ve La 
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1. Advocates the replacement of the present, 
double-stage system for the election of 
deputies with a single-stage system. 


2. Supports the establishment of workers' unions 
and employer and professional associations. 


3. Explicitly declares the equality of all 
citizens, irrespective of race and religion. 


4. Implies that it will devote more careful 
thought to the management of economic affairs 
than has been the case in the past, with a 
view to greater rationalization and efficiency. 


5. Recognizes agriculture as the main prop of 
the national economy and suggests a number 
of means for increasing farm income and pro- 
duction. 


In comparing the organizations of the two parties, 
it is interesting to note that the president of the 
Domokrat Parti is subject to re-election every two years; 
the president of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (now President 
of the Republic, Ismet Theat Is elected for life. 
Another noteworthy feature of the statutes of the new 
party is the restrictive character of the qualifications 
for membership. It is understood that the reason for 
this is to prevent a repetition of the experience of 
the abortive Serbest Firka (Liberal Party), which attracted 
to it a group of malcontents, both from the right and 
the left. 


It will be seen, therefore, that the program of 
the Demokrat Parti is slightly more "liberal" than that 
of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, and the new party may 
be expect Oo appeal mainly to those business and 
professional groups which have been critical of the 
Saracoglu Government on economic grounds. However, 
in the main the Demokrat Parti seems to derive its 
chief strength from the high repyt®¥ions for capacity 
and relative integrity enjoyed four founders, 
especially by former Prime Mi Celal Bayar. 






Edwin C. Wilson 


File No. 800 

JEHorner:mab 

To the Department in Original and Iectograph 

cCs Division va Near Eastern Affairs 

Enclosures: 1/ Statutes of the Demokrat Parti. 
‘ Sp 2/ Program of the Demokrat Parti. 


STATUTES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 


Name and Aims 


Article 1 The Democratic Party is a political organi- 
zation formed and established according to 
the provision of the Law concerning Associ- 
ations. Its headquarters is at Ankara. 


Article 2 The eim of the Party is to work within the 
legal rights and authority conferred on it 
by its Statutes in order to attain the aims 
and to realize the principles set forth in 
its program. 


Membership 


Article 3 Any Turk, man or woman, who has completed 
the age of 20 and 


A - who has in no way opposed the national 
Independence movement; 


B - Who has taken no part in or favored any 
Tdeology aiming at the breaking up of Turkish 
unity or independence; 


C - Who has not been sentenced to a long 
Term of imprisonment, has not been convicted 
of a dishonourable action, has not been put 
under restraint or has not gained a bad 
reputation or notoriety in his or her 
community. 


- Who has embraced Turkish culture and 
he Party's principles, can becdme a member 
of the Democratic Party. 


Article 4 Those countrymen possessing the qualifications 
and fulfilling the conditions set forth in 
Article 3 and wishing to join the party, 
must be introduced and sponsored by two mem- 
bers of the local Party organization. They 
should at the same time hand in a written 
undertaking stating their acceptance of the 
statutes of the Party. 


In case such a request is not accepted, the 
candidate may appeal to a higher administra- 
tive organization and submit an objection. 
In this case the decision of this organi- 
zation shall be final and definite 


Party Organization 
Article 5 The Party Organization shall be composed of: 


A - A General Congress 


-2-« 
B - A Central General Administrative 
Council. 


© - A Central Disciplinary Council as well 
as District Disciplinary Councils, 


G - Village, parish, county and provincial 
Congresses. 


D - Village, parish, county and provincial 
Administrative Assemblies. 


The General Congress 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


6 


10 


11 


The General Congress shall be held once 

every two years at a place and at a date to 
be fixed by the Central General Administra- 
tive Council. In cases of necessity, the 
General Congress may be called to meet, again 
upon the decision of the Central General 
Administrative Council. In such cases the 
General Council shall discuss only the 
matters upon which it has been called to 

give a decision. 


The General Congress shall be composed of 
the Leader of the Party, the members of the 
Central General Administrative Council, three 
delegates from each Provincial Congress, and 
one delegate to be elected per 2000 members 
from districts having more than 2000 members. 


The General Congress shall be opened by the 
Leader of the Party providing there is a 
majority of the constituting members. In 
case there is no such majority, the Congress 
shall be opened the following day. 


Before beginning the discussion of the matters 
included in its Order of the Day, the General 
Congress shall elect one President, two Vice 
(acting) Presidents and as many secretaries 

as may be deemed necessary. 


The General Congress shall start its work by 
establishing the order of the day and the 
mode of procedure, 


The General Congress is the highest authority 
of the Party. It may discuss and investigate 
all questions and matters pertaining to and 
interesting the Party. It examines all the 
accounts of the General Council, checks and 
approves the budget of the Administrative 
Assembly. It elects the Party leader, the 
General Administrative Council of 10 members 
as well as the Central Disciplinary Council 
composed of 7 menbers. 


The Party Program and Statute may be drafted 


or modified by the approval of two thirds of 
the members of the General Congress. 


The Party 


The Party Leader 


Article 12 The Party Leader represents the Party. He 
is the natural President of the General 
Congress and the General Administrative 
Council. The authority to speak in the name 
of the Party belongs to the Party Leader. 
If necessary, he can delegate one of the mem- 
bers of the General Administrative Council 
to look after and conduct affairs pertaining 
to himself. 


The General Administrative Council 


Article 13 The General Administrative Council is the 
highest authority of the Party after the 
General Congress and its functions are the 
following: 


A - It administers the whole organization 
of the Party according to the provisions of 
the Party program and of the Statute and the 
decisions of the General Congress. 


B - Establishes organizations in places where 
it considers them useful and desirable. 


Cc - Has the organizations inspected. 


G - Investigates the elections of members 
elected to the Provincial Administrative 
Councils, and makes the necessary decisions. 


D - After taking the advice of the Provincial 
Administrative Councils it names as candi- 
dates for deputyship, such persons who are 
best suited from a general as well as from 
the point of view of elective possibilities. 


E - It drafts and issues instructions and 
regulations for the application of the pro- 
gram and statutes of the Party or concerning 
other matters which it deems useful and 
necessarye 


F - It endeavours to benefit and profit 
from all publications and means of propa- 
ganda in order to propagate the principles 
of the Party. 


G - It investigates all the provincial 
organization budgets and the proposals of 
transfers to be made from these and approves 
theme 


H - When necessary it shall pass comments 
upon the Statute of the Party. 


Central_and Provincial Disciplinary Councils 
Article 14 Disciplinary Councils shall be set up in 


provinces 


Article 15 


Article 16 


Article 17 


Article 18 
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provinces and at headquarters in order to 
investigate and to give disciplinary deci- 
sions, upon the request of the Administrative 
Councils or Party Members, concerning Party 
members who have committed such actions as 
mentioned in the following articles: 


The Provincial Disciplinary Council is com- 
posed of five members elected by the Pro- 
vincial Congresses. The Central Disciplinary 
Council is composed of nine members elected 
by the General Congress. Members of these 
Councils cannot be members of the Administra- 
tive Councils. The duration of these Councils 
is one year in the Provinces and two years 

at headquarters. 


Disciplinary penalties are: 
A - Drawing attention by warning. 
B - Dismissal. 


Actions giving rise to the application of 
disciplinary penalties are: 


A - Actions contrary to decisions passed by 
the Party General Council and our farty 
Councils or organizations in order of 
authority, in conformity with the provisions 
of the Party program, Party Statute and 
principles pertaining to these. 


B - Propagating or investigating publica- 
tions incompatible with the principles men- 
tioned in paragraph (A). 


C - Not to vote for candidates approved ari 
nominated by the Party at any elections or 
to make open or underhand propaganda against 
them. 


G - To use the Party as a tool for their 
personal ends. 


D - To commit acts in political life, liable 
to spoil delicacy and affection from the 
point of view of the country and the Party. 


The Central Disciplinary Council shall bring 
to a decisive end all disciplinary decisions 
given by Provincial Disciplinary Councils 
and coming by way of appeal. The right to 
give decisions about members of the General 
Administrative Council and those of Provincial 
Disciplinary Councils belongs to the Central 
Disciplinary Council. In case there is an 
objection to the decision of this Council, 
the final decision shall be given by the 
General Congress. 


Article 19 
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Article 19 The decisions to be given by the Disciplinary 
Councils and the General Congress may go as 
far as dismissal, according to the serious- 
ness of the act committed. 


Article 20 Written objections can be made to decisions 
within fifteen days from the date of receiv- 
ing notice of these. In this case, the 
dacuments and the defenses of the interested 
parties are sent to the Central Disciplinary 
Council, Executions of decisions of dis- 
missal are subject to the approval of the 
Central Disciplinary Council. 


Common Rules Concerning Congresses 
Article 21 The Congresses shall be held once a year. 


Article 22 The dates at which Congresses shall be held, 
will be fixed by the Central Administrative 
Council according to the requirements of 
the season, the weather and the intended 
work and shall be communicated to the Pro- 
vincial Administrative Councils at least 
one month beforehand. 


Article 23 Every member inscribed at a local organiza- 
tion of the rarty is obliged to attend the 
meetings of the local Congress, unless he 
has a valid excuse of not doing so. 


Article 24 One delegate for up to fifty and one more 
for another fifty or more members inscribed 
at village and parish organizations shall 
be elected for district Congresses. Two 
delegates for up to five hundred and one 
more delegate for each additional five 
hundred or more members inscribed at a 
district organization shall be elected to 
attend county Congresses. Two delegates 
for up to one thousand and another two 
delegates for each additional thousand or 
more members inscribed at county organiza- 
tions shall be elected to attend the pro- 
vincial Congresses. 


Article 25 Organizations attached directly to the dis- 
trict, shall meet at the date and place to 
be fixed by the district administration 
council and shall elect one delegate for 
each fifty members to attend the district 
congress. 


Article 26 Congresses are opened when an absolute 
majority 1s established after a roll call 
made by the Fresidents of their own Administra- 
tive Councils. In case there is no such 
majority, the meeting is postponed to the 
following day, and is opened with the mem- 
bers present. 


Every 


Article 28 


Article 29. 


Article 30 


Article 31 
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Every Congress elects one President, one 
Assistant (acting) President and a Secretary. 


Every Congress has the right to promre 

its own order of the day. In consequence 
it elects the necessary committees in order 
to facilitate its work. 


Before everything, the yearly report of 
the Administrative Council is read. 


The functions and duties of the Congresses 
are the following: 


A - Every Congress studies and examines the 
proposals to be submitted by the delegates, 

as well as the local work and activities 

of the Party and gives the necessary decisions. 
It expresses its wishes concerning matters 

to be submitted to higher Congresses. It 
examines and approves the accounts of the 
Administrative Councils as well as the budgets 
prepared for the activities of the following 
working period. 


B - The village, parish and district Congresses 
elect three members each and as many reserve 
members to the village and district Adminis- 
trative Councils; the county Congresses elect 
five members each and as many reserve members 
to the county Administrative Councils; the 
provincial Congresses elect seven members 

each and as many reserve members to the pro- 
vincial Administrative Councils. 


Cc - If the need arises, they examine and 
investigate the elections of Administrative 
Councils attached to them and the Presidents 
of these, and can decide the renewal of 
such elections, in case they find that they 
have not been conducted in a proper manner. 


The minutes of one and previous meeting are 
read at the next meeting, and the minutes 
of the last meeting are read at the close 
of the Congress. 


Rules Common to Administrative Councils 


Article 32 


Article 33 


Article 34 


The Administrative Councils elect a Presi- 
dent, a Treasurer and a Secretary from amongst 
their members. 


The status of those elected to Administrative 
Councils become definite by the approval of 
a higher Administrative Council. 


The Administrative Councils meet at least 
one day a week. 


Aticle 35 


Article 35 


Article 36 


Article 37 


Article 38 
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The decisions of Administrative Councils 
are given by an absolute majority of the 
members attending the meeting. 


The period of service of Administrative 
Councils lasts till the next Congresses. 
Members oan be re-elected. Father or 
mother and children, brother, husband and 
wife cannot be at the same time members of 
the same Administrative Council. 


The President is the representative of the 
Administrative Council. As such, he enters 
into relations with the organizations of 

the Party, the representatives of the local 
government or organizations and signs the 
correspondence. In money and financial 
dealings, he signs jointly with the treasurer 
member. 


A member who does not attend three consecutive 
meetings without an excuse, or if he has any 
and does not communicate it, is replaced by 
the reserve member who has received the 
largest number of votes. 


Administrative Councils and Their Functions 


Article 39 


Article 40 


The functions of Administrative Councils are 
the following: , 


A - Availing themselves of every occasion 
to propagate the Farty principles and to 
increase the sympathy and attachment of 
the people to the Party. 


B - They execute the provisions of the 
Statutes, the Party decisions and instructions. 


C - To express their opinions about candi- 
dates to be nominated by the Party at elec- 
tions. 


G - To prepare their budgets and concise 
accounts and to submit them to their Congress. 


D - To prevent friction and misunderstanding 
between Party members. 


Party candidates for election to Province 
General Assemblies are nominated and 
proclaimed by the Provincial Administrative 
Councils after consultation with County 
Administrative Councils. 


Financial Provisions 


Article 41 


The income of the Party shall consist of: 


Ae 


Article 42 
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A - A yearly sum not exceeding one hundred 
and twenty liras to be collected as contri- 
butions from members of the Farty. 


B - Donations to the Farty. 


Party funds shall be deposited at banks, 
wherever banks exist. Money can only be 
drawn by the joint signatures of the Presi- 
dent and Treasurer members of Administrative 
Councils, Where there are no banks, the 
funds are kept by the Administrative Councils 
under the joint responsibility of the members. 


Temporary Frovisions 


Article 43 


Article 44 


Article 45 


Article 46 


Article 47 


Until the meeting of the General Assembly, 
the functions and duties of the General 
Administrative Council shall be discharged 
by the founders of the Democratic Party, 
These founders shall elect a President from 
amongst themselves. 


The General Administrative Council may raise 
the number of its members up to fifteen. 


In order to organize the Democratic Party, 

the General Administrative Party shall 
establish enterprising or pioneer commissions 
consisting of up to seven members in such 
provinces and counties as it may deem suitable. 


The enterprising or pioneer commission shall 
accept and inscribe members to the Party 
according to the provisions of the Statute. 


All members and organizations of the Party 
shall act according to the provisions of 
the present statute until the decision to 
be given by the General Congress. 


The Party shall call a meeting of the General 
Congress within one year from the date of 
its formal entry into activity. 


Founders of the Party 


Article 48 


The names, professions and addresses of the 
founders are given herebelow: 


1 - Celal Bayar, Ex-Prime Minister, 
Megrutiyet Caddessi, Alevok 
Apartiman No. 5 


2 - Fuat K8pritl, Professor, Deputy for Kars, 
Ataturk Bulvari, No. 316 


5 - Refik Koraltan, Deputy for Tgel, 
Ismet Paga Caddessi, No. 58 


ao Fa 


4 - Adnan Menderes, Deputy for Aydin, 
Kavaklidere, Guven Mahallesi, 
Glineg Sokak, No. 4 


Article 1 


Article 2 


Article 3 


Article 4 


Article 5 


Article 6 


PROGRAM OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


The Democratic Party, which believes in the 
necessity of our political life being 
governed by parties having mutual respect 
for each other has been founded with the 
aim of realizing democracy within the 
Turkish Republic, in a spirit of wide 
comprehension, and of progress and to 

help direct the general policy in a demo- 
cratic spirit. 


Our Party believes that the form of state 
which adapts itself best to democratic 
principles is the Republic. 


Our Party considers democracy as the prin- 
ciple, the most compatible and most in 
conformity with national interests and 
human dignity and believes in the maturity 
of the Turkish Nation. 


In its broad conception and acceptance, 
democracy means to establish the sovereignty 
of the will and the interests of the people 
in all the activities of the State, to 
assure all the individual and social 
liberties and rights of the citizen and 

to consolidate amongst citizens equality 

of rights, affection and mutual respect 

as well as harmony in economic interests. 


We consider it as a duty to endeavour to im- 
plant in the national conscience the prin- 
ciples of social justice and of human colla- 
boration within the Turkish community which 
is based on family and property principles 
and to extend these principles throughout 
the whole country. 


We also consider as the principal aim of 

a democratic society to procure work for 
every citizen who is willing to work, and 
this in order to safeguard human dignity 
and to help the citizens in cases of illness 
or infirmity. 


We are convinced that, according to the 
principles of social justice and human colla- 
boration and within the framework of general 
interest, it is necessary to make possible 
mutual interests and relations between the 
different working groups that the citizens 
form themselves into, such as: farmers, 
workmen, tradesmen, industrialists, lawyers 
and employees, and to harmonize these 
interests and relations. 


S 


Article 7 


Article 7 


Article 8 


Article 9 


Article 10 


Article 11 


Article 12. 


Article 13 
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We do not think that the creation of only 
political parties that are to be organized 
simply in the political field is sufficient 
to assure a balanced and harmonious develop- 
ment, from any point of view, in the general 
life; we think that, in order that our nation 
may organize itself more rapidly in the 
economic and social domains and with the 

aim of realizing a more rational unity, it 
is necessary to create cooperative societies, 
associations and syndicates for workmen, 
farmers, tradesmen, industrialists, people 
exercising free professions, government 
employees, and university students. 


Our party believes in human dignity and 
that this dignity can only be safeguarded 
if the main human rights are assured; it 
also considers its main duty to see that 
provisions contrary to this principle 
should not find place in State laws. 


The complete realization of the national 
will demands that elections should not 

be subjected to any interference whatever, 
should be free and by secret voting and 
that all the political mrties should enjoy 
equal rights. We consider as an offense 
committed against national sovereignty any 
act which is liable to interfere with the 
freedom of elections. 


We think it is necessary that the election 
of deputies should be made by first degree 
voting and that necessary modifications 
should be made in our election law in order 
to assure a greater safeguard of the rights 
of the citizens to elect and to be elected. 


We believe that State employees, with the 
exception of taking part in elections, 

should in no other way participate in poli- 
tical activities or join any political party. 
Only those persons connected with Superior 
(University) Education are exempt from this 
restriction because of the character of 
their profession. 


We demand that political parties which aim 
to harm the independence and territorial 
integrity of the country and to restrict 
the basic rights of the citizen, as well as 
such political societies and parties which 
are attached to political organizations 
outside the country, should be considered 
unlawful and illegal. 


We are attached to a nationalist conception, 
which is based upon a cultural and ideal 
unity amongst the citizens, born of a 
common history, and which refuses any 


separationist 


Article 14 


Article 15 


Article 16 


Article 17 
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separationist tendencies whatever, 


Our party considers all the citizens as 
Turks without distinction of religion or 
race and recognizes them as possessing 

all the rights due to being a Turk. We 
look upon asa good citizen any person who 
accomplishes and fulfills his legal duties. 


We shall take care that these main concep- 
tions have their place in practice. 


We consider our educational and teaching 
establishments dutiful in the realization 
of such a nationalism. 


Our party understands laicism to mean that 
the State has no relation whatever with 
religion and that considerations of religion 
should have no effect in the drafting and 
application of laws. It considers freedom 
of faith as one of the sacred liberties of 
humanity. 


It should never be tolerated that religion 
be used as a political tool, be mixed with 
or interfere in State affairs, made a means 
of propaganda against other religions and 
thus spoil the affection and unity between 
the citizens and to stimulate fanatical 
feelings against freedom of thought. 


Our party considers revolutionism to mean 
to apply immediately every necessary effort 
in order to adapt oneself rapidly to the 
dynamism of life in face of the ever chang- 
ing world and country conditions, to raise 
the Turkish nation to a higher standard in 
every way and to totally eradicate in every 
field the old and injurious traditions re- 
maining from the paste 


We understand the expression "for the 
people", not to recognize any privilege 

to one person or to one group, but to safe- 
guard the interests of the people with laws 
and administrative measures. Government 
and Administration should be of the people, 
by the people and for the people. 


We understand from the term "etatism"™ that 
the long-existing gap in the economic field 
should be filled as soon as possible and 
that, in order to raise the living and 
prosperity of the citizens by enlarging the 
working field, that the State should either 
by taking part directly in economic activities 
or by regulations, encouragements and help, 
assume a duty in developing private enter- 
prises and capital rapidly and in the most 
suitable form for general interests. 


The necessity 


Article 18 


Article 19 


Article 20 
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The necessity for private enterprise, capital 
activities and savings to be regulated by 
the States arises from the need of reconcil- 
ing private enterprise benefits with the 
general interests and to safeguard these. 


Our way of “etatism” is the way laid down 
by our economic conditions and our needs. 


We believe that our foreign policy should 
be based upon principles of equality of rights 
of the nations, international political, 
economic and cultural relations, collective 
trust, and good neighborly relations. 
Although convinced that national existence 
can only be safeguarded by national force, 
we believe that a peaceful and open foreign 
policy aiming at a union of nations is the 
most suitable and realistic policy for the 
interests of the country. 


In our internal affairs, it is our fundamental 
principle to consider the government and its 
organizations not as an organism separate 

from or over and above the people, but simply 
as an administrative organization, established 
to fulfill general and public duties. The 
aim of a good administration is to assure 
complete security to every citizen in all his 
dealings with the State. 


We shall consider it a duty to prevent the 
tendency to use the legal rights conferred 
upon government officials in an arbitrary 
way, under the pretense of enforcing adminis- 
trative authority. 


In order to be able to establish a good 
administrative organization, it is necessary 
to define sharply the boundaries of authority 
and responsibilities accruing fran duty. 


We believe that it is necessary to abandon 
bureaucratic conceptions and methods which 
tend to restrict all rights and authority to 
limited hands end bring about a weakening of 
the sense of responsibilities. 


The Provincial General Assemblies, Private 
Administrative Organi ations and Municipal 
authorities which have been established and 
organized with a view to examine the principal 
needs and requirements of the provinces on 
the spot and to attend to them should be 
equipped in such a manner and with such powers 
which will enable them to prepare and apply 
their budgets and fulfill their other duties. 
We also think it necessary that the powers 
given to administrative chiefs and employees 


should 


Article 21 


Article 22 


Article 23. 


Article 24 
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should be extended in order that affairs 
should be seen to and executed promptly. 


The Provincial General Assemblies and 
Municipalities should be led to prepare 
their five year working plans and these 
plans should be subjected to a previous 
examination by a technical bureau to be 
set up at headquarters for the purpose of 
guiding and advising the local administra- 
tions. 


We find it quite natural that all land and 

water means of transport and other services 
of a public character should be turned over 
to the municipalities. 


We also find that it 1s necessary in the 
State life that committees of specialists 
free from any political influence should 
prepare general plans and programs for all 
our administrative sections and that these 
plans and programs should be incorporated 
into the legal frame in the usual manners 


The increase day by day of State duties and 
the accentuated development of the economic 
character in the political and administrative 
structure of the State have made the question 
of State employees one of the most difficult 
questions of public life. 


The State employees must, before anything 
else, be imbued with a sense of serving the 
people, must be conscious of their duties 

and responsibilities, as well as be capable 
and specialists in their work. Therefore, and 
in order to consolidate these qualities we 
think it is necessary to take into serious 
consideration the following principles: 


a - To assure the present and the future of 
State employees and raise their salary 
and pension to a standard which will 
free them from the cares of living. 


b = Their nomination, promotion and punish- 
ment should depend on objective methods, 
rather than of appreciations 


c - Capability and diligence should be the 
primary basis of promotion. 


¢ - Affording facilities to employees for 
educating their children should be made 
customary. 


As the salaries of acting and pehsioned 
State employees form a great proportion of 


our 
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our budget, the praperity of our employees 
depends upon the principle of doing the 

work with few but very capable and productive 
employees. This necessitates the read just- 
ment of the administrative mechanism with 

a more rational understanding and to 
definitely curtail the tendency to increase 
the number of employees. 


AFFAIRS PERTAINING TO JUSTICE, NATIONAL INSTRUCTION, 
INDUSTRY, COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, PUBLIC 
CONSTRUCTION, COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


JUSTICE 
Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


The accomplishment of judicial affairs being 
the application of the provisions of the 
Law, which is the expression of the national 
will, we believe 1t is necessary that these 
affairs should be handled by a single judi- 
cial mechanism, that is, that they should 
be assured by a method of unification of 
judgment. 


In view of the conditions of living, the 
persons vested with the duty of conducting 

the judicial affairs should be in a state 

of prosperity compatible with their position. 
Hence the clerks and employees who are work- 
ing at the judicial offices and who constitute 
the auxiliary elements of our judges and 
courts should be given possibilities and 
means to permit them to live easily. 


As specified in Article 56 of the organic 
law, special credit arrangements should be 
worked out and measures taken to assure to 
them prosperity and security. 


The single-judge system in the primary 

courts is necessary. Our party considers 

the creation of a second degree court be- 
tween the primary court and the court of 
appeal as an additional guarantee of justice. 


The dispensation of justice should be cheap, 
easy and rapid. We desire to realize these 
aims according to the requirements of our 
times and in a manner compatible with the 
social and economic conditions of our 
country. With this view, modifications 
shall also be made in our laws concerning 
modes of procedure. 


Our courts, which constitute our Judicial 
mechanism, should be based on a perfect and 
compact system. They should be established 
in a regular form according to their depree, 
duty and authoritye 


Persons suspected of or charged with an 
offense cannot be detained in the same place 
with convicts doing their time. Therefore, 
it is absolutely necessary that detention 
houses should be separate from prisons. 


It is necessary that the prisons should be 
organized in a manner compatible with and 


suitable 


Article 31 


Article 32 
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suitable to humanity. From the point of 
view of health, social and civilization 
conditions, the prisons should not morally 
destroy the convict and necessary measures 
should be taken to return these to society 
as redeemed and uplifted citizens. 


We believe that in order to try child sus- 

pects with great care and attention special 
courts should be created, beginning from the 
larger cities and that separate reformation 


homes should be provided for those who are 
convicted. 


In order that right should be effectively 
realized it is necessary that the judgment 
of the court should be executed in a shorter 
time than it takes to pass that judgment. 

In order to assure this, it is necessary to 
do away with unnecessary delays in our judg- 
ment execution methods and to secure the 
possibilities of realizing justice by the 
shortest way. 


Our party shall do all that is possible to 
see that all the legal measures necessary 
to realize these aims are adopted. 


NATIONAL INSTRUCTION 


Article 35 


Article 34 


Article 35 


Article 36 


In our system of education, we approve of 
unity in national instruction and education. 


General and professional education and 
instruction should be organized on a general 
plan capable of meeting the needs of the 
country, and it should be endeavored that 
future generations may be equipped not only 
with scientific and technical knowledge but 
also with all moral, national and humanitarian 
riches. 


Primary instruction constitutes the founda- 
tion of our system of education. We think 

it is necessary to always keep in mind the 
principle that all the primary school teachers 
shoud possess the same spirit and should 

be on the same level in knowledge and this 

not allow different classes to spring up 
amongst them. 


We see that the secondary schools need to 
be improved and reinforced from the point 
of view of program and regulations as well 
as from that of such means of instruction as 
laboratories and libraries. ‘The colleges 
(Lycees) which form the stepping stone to 
University instruction, should be put ina 
position to be able to realize this purpose. 


Article 37 


Article 37 


Article 38 


Article 39 


Article 40 


Article 41 
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We find the efforts which are being made 

to propagate technical instruction and edu- 
cation organizations of various degrees 
throughout the country as very appropriate, 
considering it as also the educational 
mechanism undertaking a task in our economic 
reconstruction. We find it necessary that 
these efforts should be adjusted according 
to our economic needs. 


In the matter of Superior or University 
instruction, we believe that importance 
should he given to quality. We desire that 
all our Superior (University) instruction 
institutions should be reinforced according 
to this principle and be raised to the level 
of similar institutions of the West. 


The Universities should enjoy scientific 
and administrative independence, 


We desire that Research Institutes to work 
in different scientific branches should be 
instituted at the Universities and that 
especial importance should be given to 
researches interesting the country. 


We believe it is one of the primary duties 
of the State to have recourse to every means 
and measure in order to assure the repid 
development of science, technique and fine 
arts, and in this connection, to encourage 
capabilities and talents, to found libraries, 
museums, theatres, academies of music and 
dramatic arts, to help serious publications 
as well as all work connected with the rapid 
development of the Turkish language compatible 
with the national structure, in short to 
support every movement and activity which 
will assure the raising of the national, 
humanitarian and cultural level of our 
country. 


But on the other hand, we are accepting as 
an unalterable principle of democracy that 
science, arts and every cultural activity 
and movement should be free from political 
and administrative interferences and inter- 
ventions. 


Legal possibilities should be provided, so 

that a primary school teacher, if he has the 
necessary capabilities, may rise to a University 
professorship, after passing through the 

usual grades of instruction. 


We believe in the necessity of creating a 
cultural center in the tastern zone with 
all its schools of every grade and branch, 
its Faculties and its Institutes. 


INDUSTRY 
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INDUSTRY 


Article 42 Activity of private enterprise and capital 
is essential in the economic life and con- 
stitutes its base. Therefore, conditions 
for working in freedom and in security, as 
well as new fields of operation, should be 
assured to private enterprise and capital. 


We believe that 1t 1s possible as well as 
beneficial for private and State enterprises 

to work side by side, without hindering but 
complementing each other in a harmony of mutual 
help, on condition that the boundaries of 

the fields of activities of each are well 
defined. 


Article 43 State economic boundaries should be sharply 
defined so that private enterprise and capital 
may operate continuously and in security. 

For this purpose we think it necessary that 


a - The works and affairs to be undertaken 
by the State should be defined in a 
general long term plan, so that it may 
be possible for everyone to know these 
beforehand. 


b - The measures that the State intends to 
take in order to regulate the economic 
life as well as the main lines to be 
followed in such matters as Customs, 
Monopoly and money, factors which are 
closely related with the economic life 
should also be defined and expressed 
beforehand, so that they may be known 
to everybody. 


Article 44 The enterprises to be entered directly by 
the State should bes 


a - All sorts of enterprises in which private 
capital would not be sufficient, or being 
sufficient would not enter into because 
of no sufficient immediate benefit, but 
which are of a character to affect all 
the economic activities or to assure 
the defense of the country, especially 
such undertakings as the establishment 
of major industries, but building of 
large power stations, the construction 
of railroads, ports and water works as 
being done today, as well as the con- 
struction and the working of major means 
of transport. 


b - To establish large mine and forestry 
works, the control of same to be in State 
hands, would be much better from the 


Point 


Article 45 


Article 46 


Article 47 


Article 48 
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point of view of the constant benefit 
of the nation, benefit which would 
extend to future generations as well. 


In its economic enterprises, the State 
acts with the aim of furthering the 
development of the national economy and 
of meeting the needs of the people, with- 
out injuring similar private enterprises, 
rather than with the purpose of profit. 


In the measures it shall adopt to reorganize 
and regulate economic activities, the State 
acts with such aims as the prevention of 
active monopolies which abolish economic 
freedom, the prevention of the squandering 
of national efforts, energy and capital as 
well as the prevention of exploitations con- 
trary to general interests and to social 
justice. 


Industries which use home produced raw materials, 
meet the essential needs of the people, pro- 
vide living means to various classes of workers 
and which bring an income from world markets; 
the agricultural industries in general; 

small industries and arts and crafts which 
need protection from the point of view of 
national economy and handcraft and handwork 
which fill the spare time of the people, and 
especially of the peasant should be protected 
and encouraged by the State. We have decided 
to submit to the Grand National Assembly a 
project of “Law for the encouragement of 
industries" to be drafted on these. principles. 


In the establishment and working of our 
industries, producing the best at the least 
cost should always be kept in mind. 


It should be possible to turn over to private 
enterprises under advantageous conditions such 
industries and workings established by the 
State as can be exploited profitably in private 
hands. 


State enterprises and similar private enter- 
prises should not be subjected to different 
formalities and conditions. 


We see that it is possible to increase pro- 
duction on a large scale and to cut down 
expenses to a great extent in State economic 
affairs. We believe that by conforming closely 
to the principles of yield and production 

in the administration of these establishments 
and by acting like a meticulous and farsighted 
tradesman, it is quite possible to realize 

this aim. 


For 


Article 49 


Article 50 


COMMERCE 
Article 51 


Article 52 


Article 53 


AGRICULTURE 
Article 54 
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For this purpose, we deem ft necessary that 
the management and control of these State 
economic establishments should be more pro- 
gressive and that they should be reorganized 
in a manner more suitable to their particular 
needs and that modifications to this effect 
should be made in the laws pertaining to them. 


We think it natural and advantageous that 
economic enterprises such as the wine, tobacco, 
and other factories of the Monopoly Administra- 
tion which, by their character are State and 
public economic enterprises, should be in- 
cluded in the group of State economic organi- 
zations created by Law No. 3460. 


We think it is necessary that all kinds of 
economic duties which the "etatism" policy 
has charged the State with should be accom- 
plished properly and that the whole mechanism 
of economy should work according to economic 
and commercial principles and with such a 
mentality. 


To assure confidence and stability in markets 
is essential. Unless there is an absolute 
need, the markets should not be interfered 
with. The most important duty that falls to 
the State in this connection is to endeavor 
to prevent the suppression or the restriction 
of competition. 


The high cost of life which arises from various 
causes has not only affected people with small 
and restricted incomes but has also increased 
the cost prices of all production and has 
thrown into difficulties our foreign trade 
which has been obliged to adapt itself to 
international markets. The State organiza- 
tions interested inthis field should focus 
all their efforts on this question, and by 
taking the necessary measures at the various 
phases and stages of economic and financial 
life endeavor to normalize the standard of 
living. 


We are obliged to adjust the value of our 
money in the best way to conform with free 
market values and the economic and financial 
situation of our country. Necessary measures 
in this connection should be adopted as soon 
as possible. 


As agriculture is the greatest source of the 
national income, and as eighty per cent of 
our population are living on it, there is no 


doubt 


Article 55 


Article 56 


Article 57 


Article 58 


Article 59 
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doubt that the development and reconstruction 
of agriculture will form the foundation of 
the development and the reconstruction of the 
country. We therefore deem it essential that 
the efforts of the State should concentrate 
on the aim of obtaining plentiful good and 
cheap produce from the land. 


In our country, Agriculture 1s the industry 
which brings the least income in proportion 

to the work and the outlay as compared with 
the other branches of production. In agri- 
culture the difference between cost and sale 
prices is at its minimum. What the farmer 
sells is cheap compared to what he buys. The 
high cost of production is at the same time 
making it difficult to offer the production 

to foreign markets and is consequently holding 
production under restraint. Therefore, to 
fight against the factors which are causing 
the rise of agricultural cost prices on tle 
one hand and to endeavor on the other hand 

to find the means to ameliorate the home and 
foreign market conditions for our produce 

and thus to raise the farm to a more productive 
level than today is one of our principal aims. 


Besides being poor in implements, draft animals, 
machinery and other means, proper seed and 
chemical requirements for our agriculture are 
far from being met. Equipping the farmer is 

the main purpose of our agricultural recon- 
struction and rehabilitation program. Further- 
more we are in need of equipping our farmer 
with useful technical Imowledge, of improving 
our production methods, and bringing them up 

to a higher yielding level. 


Agricultural credits should be proportional 
to the volume of production and of an extent 
and character to enable it to be an essential 
factor in rapidly increasing the production. 
Trom this point of view it is necessary to 
consider the question of increasing the 
Agricultural Bank's activities and capital. 
Furthermore, we are convinced that by farmert 
cooperatives the present credit possibilities 
could be helped and extended. With this 
purpose in view, we shall endeavor to stimulate 
and widen the cooperative movement and to 
establish local banks which will open credit 
to farmers. 


We think it is necessary to assist our farmors 
by creating production and sales cooperative 
associations sinilar to credit cooperative 
associations and to increase their number. 


We also deem it very necessary to fight against 
drought and to stimulate and extend our water 


works, 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


Article 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 
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works, the great importance of which in our 
agricultural reconstruction and rehabilita- 
tion 1s very obvious. 


Animal husbandry, which, besides occupying 

a large place in the national income, is a 
great help to our farmers, constitutes the 
main means of livelihood of a great mass of 
the population, and as orie of the principal 
sources of food stuffs has a great importance. 
Our country shows great possibilities from 
the point of view of animal husbandry, 


No sacrifice should be shirked in the endeavor 
to increase the number of animals and to improve 
their breeds. 


We believe it is necessary that the Agricultural 
Bank should make great efforts to provide 

credit for agricultural industries and to 

help their development, as well as do every - 
thing to encourage private enterprise and 
capital to be invested in this field. 


The State, instead of limiting the few possi- 
bilities 1t possesses to the working of agri- 
cultural exploitations, should henceforth 
use them to help the farmers produce good, 
plentiful and cheap crops. Model farms, 
nurseries, stud farms, seed improvement and 
research stations should be set up in every 
district for this purpose. 


The State should provide for the farmers, 

at their own places, all sorts of agricultural 
implements, machinery and spare parts suitable 
to the conditions of each district at a cle ap 
price and for this purpose it should assure 
the means of founding an industry of the manu- 
facture of simple agricultural implements 
which have a wide use. 


We believe that the State has heavy and 
multiple duties in the reconstruction of 
agriculture. In order to perform these duties, 
it 1s necessary to take the matter in hand, 

as a whole, and to arrange and plan the work 
in such a manner as to start from those which 
will show best returns for the labor and money 
spent and will have the greatest effect on 

the national economy. 


We believe that concentration of intelligent 
labor, capital and enterprise in the Agricul- 
tural Bank will be a great factor in increasing 
agricultural production. We shall endeavor 

to have the necessary measures taken for this 
purpose. 


FORESTRY 


FORESTRY 
Article 66 


Article 67 


Article 68 


Article 69 


Article 70 


FINANCE 
Article 71 


Article 72 
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The protection, upkeep and development of 
our forests, which constitute a great and 
important part of the national wealth, are 
matters on which the State should always 
concentrate with great care. 


To provide for the needs of the peasant in 
lumber, wood and charcoal in time, in suffi- 
cient quantities and at a cheap cost, and 

to profit from the labor and the means of 
the peasant for this purpose are measures 
which help the peasant and at the same time 
lessen the forestry work and expenses of 
the State. 


We believe that important economies can be 
made in the distribution and production expenses 
items of forest exphoitation. 


Considering the high prices of forest produce 
and their effects on our general living and 
economic development, we believe that it is 
necessary and possible to make cuts in these 
prices. 


We believe it necessary and advantageous 

that large forest exploitations, which require 
important installations and mass production, 
should be in the hands of the State. 


Smaller forests of insufficient size to 
support large installations may be exploited 
by private enterprise under the strict control 
of the State. 


A balanced budget, prepared with frankness, 
and with the view of strict economy, constitutes 
the base of our financial policy. 


The principal aim of the budget is to provide 
sufficient money to meet the expenses required 
to establish a firm and effective administra- 
tive mechanism to insure security within the 
country, as well as to meet the expenses for 
national defense. Neither open nor secret 
loans should be contracted to meet the 
ordinary expenses of the budget and it 

should also be refrained from making emissions. 


We think it is very useful and necessary to 
contract loans within the country to be 
restricted to undertakings for rapidly increas- 
ing production and national income, as well as 


foreign 
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foreign loans of long term and normal condi- 
tions, on the condition that they do not 
interfere with our economic independence 

in any way whatever. 


We also believe that it is necessary, from 

the point of view of lessening the total 

of the budget, to have recourse to the method 
of issuing bonds to supplement the original 
and principal capital devoted to State economic 
enterprises, 


Article 73 We believe that taxes should conform to the 
rules of social equity and be proportionate 
to the paying capability of the citizens 
and that a wider place should be given to 
indirect taxes, as compared to the direct ones, 
in our taxation system. 


We believe that the system of taxation by per- 
sonal appreciation and that of contributions 
and donations having the character of taxes 
should be avoided. We also demand that the 
penalty of imprisonment for tax debts should 
be abolished. 


Article 74 We believe that by improving our taxation 
system by simplifying and cheapening the tax 
collecting methods the revenue of the State 
will increase even without having to impose 
new taxes. 


Article 75 We think that modifications or cuts should 
be made in taxes which limit the volume of 
labor within the country, as well as in taxes 
which by heightening the cost of production 
impede exchange with foreign markets or cause 
high cost of living. Taxes on animals should 
be abolished, either at once or gradually. 


Article 76 Our party believes it necessary that our 
financial affairs should be conducted with a 
mentality which does not make any difference 
between the interests of the Treasury and 
those of the people or holds the former 
higher than the latter, and in conformity 
with our economic and social principles, We 
shall endeavor to have legal and administra- 
tive provisions f@ securing this purpose. 


PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNICATION 


Article 77 One of the causes retarding the development 
of the national economy is the insufficiency 
of our communication system and the high cost 
of transport. We intend to take in hand our 
communication affairs with the importance 
which this fact entails. 


Article 78 


Article 78 


Article 79 


Article 80 


Article 81 


Article 82 


Article 83 


Article 84 
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Modern road technique requires large means 
and machinery. 


We believe it is necessary that the building 
of roads, except village roads, should be 
managed from the centre, that extensive sys- 
tems of roads should be built according to a 
basic and definite plan and that these should 
be subjected to continuous repairs. 


Modifications should be made in our laws from 
this point of view. 


According to the organic law, the rapid making 
of the village and district roads should also 
be taken into consideration. 


Railroad construction operations should be 
continued. We believe that the building of 
highways to feed our railroads, the construc- 
tion of ports, depots and warehouses ina 
manner to complement each other should have 

a place in our communication system. 


In order to insure cheapness of transport, 
facilities should be shown for importation 

of means of transport and their spare parts 
and efforts should be made to lower the prices 
of liquid fuels. 


To lower transport prices, depot and warehouse 
fees in general, to modify the tariffs to suit 
natidénal economy and to adopt the "warrant" 
system are our aims. 


The future belongs to air transports. We 
shall give due importance to this point. 


We believe it would be advisable to collect 
all our means of transport, installations and 
organizations connected with the State Seaways 
under a single management. 


We must protect all shipping managed by private 
persons or concerns. 


It should be our aim to carry our export goods 

to foreign markets by our national means of 
transport. Three sides of our country are 
surrounded by sea. Our geographical position 
provides us with the opportunity and the possi- 
bilities of beooming a very advanced seafaring 
nation with all its sea industries, sea trade 

and sea sport. We accept and conceive of 
maritime industry as one of the great and national 
ideals of the Turk. 


Our farmer is always faced on the one hand 
with devastation caused by torrents and 
floods, and on the other with the bitter 


results 
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results of drought. 


The water question in the country bears a 
great importance from the point of view of 
health also. Hence, it is our aim to con- 
tinue our work on water supplies with an 
ever increasing zeal. 


Measures and their enforcements should be 
sought for conducting serious work on smaller 
water works and to assure the interest and 
participation of the people in these works. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


Our general health affairs which are great 
factors in the increase of our population 
and of our productive capacity need to be 
managed with an ever increasing speed and 
according to plan. 

ad 
Our party considers as one of the greatest 
needs of the country the putting aside of 
appropriations! for providing and assuring 
possibilities for the rational control of 
sicknesses ravaging our country, the chief 
of which is malaria, and the cooperation 
of all the interested Ministries in this 
work. 


EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 565 Ankara, Jannary 28, 1946. De 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Assembly Group of Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
Recommends Expulsion from Party of Deputy 
Hikmet — 8 Fee, 


Poo 18 wag) / 
‘ UIFISO : ¥ 
The Honorable % “rine ‘ 
The Secretary of State, i eee ; 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that, according to the semi- 1 

official Anadolu Ajansi (Anatolien News Agency), the Assembly 

Group of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, meeting on January 21, 

1946, recommended by a vote of 280 against 1, with three ab- 

stentions, the expulsion from the Party of Hikmet Bayur, Vep= 

uty for Manisa, The recommendation will take effect if and 

when it is approved by the Party President (President of the 

Republic Ismet In&nt); that this approval will be forthcoming 

seems almost certain. 


The text of the proposal to expel Mr. Bayur made to the 
Assembly Group's Board of Administrators by the Supreme Pres= 
idential Council (President Intnti, Prime Minister Saracoglu, 
and Party Secretary General Kansu), accused Mr. Bayur of having 
contravened Articles 107 and 110 of the Party Regulations (given, 

1/ for convenience, in the enclosure to this despatch) in the course 
of the recent budget debates (see, inter alia, Embassy's despatch 
No. 468, dated December 20, 1945, on the subject, "Budget Debate 
Gives Rise to Criticism of Manner of Election of Deputies," and 
Noe 504, dated January 9, 1946, on the subject, "Deputy Hikmet 
Bayur Replies to Radio Moscow's Version of His Criticiams of 
Turkish Government"). 


Ulus, official organ of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, while 
carrying the Assembly Group's action in extenso, in its edition 
of January 23, 1946, made only cursory reference to the defense 
made by Mr. Bayur. However, according to the liberal Vatan, of 
the previous day, Mr. Bayur took the position that his actions 
required no defense, that party regulations should not be inflex- 
ible, and that his conscience had impelled him to be critical of 
certain aspects of the Party program and the way these were car~ 
ried out. 


Deputy 


“See, QUINT T 
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Deputy Falih Rifki Atay, in an interesting article which 


was published in of January 24, 1946, appeares to give the 
official attitude the (apn et Halk toward its 
internal critics. Mr. Atay advanced the t! oa that: (1) Elec- 


tions for Deputies take place in accordance with the regulations 
of the Grand National Assembly and the Party; (2) Mr. Bayur has 
been elected under these self-same regulations in the past; (3) 
Mr. Bayur's criticiems were made at a time when the Assembly was 
considering such further democratic measures as the inauguration 
of single-stage elections; (4) Criticism should be "constructive" 
rather than "destructive," and should, if it is directed against 
Party regulations, take place at Party meetings; (5) “Every in- 
stitution has its own discipline, and those who have entered an 
institution of their own accord should recognize and respect this 
discipline"; (6) Mr. Bayur's words supported the charges of those 
who, in order to disunite Turkey, have claimed that the present 
Government and Grand National Assembly are not representative of 


the peoples 


It seems by ho means certain that Mr. Bayur will join the 
newly-formed » With whose objectives, however, he 
is probably in sympathy. He has always been known as something 
of a "lone wolf," and as a person of the highest personal integ- 
rity, and he may feel that he can be of more service to the nation 
as an independent critic than as a membe a party organisation. 









/ 
Edwin C. Wilson, 


Enclosure: ‘ 
1/ Translation of Articles 107 and 110 
of the Party Regulations. 
File No. 800 
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Original and hectograph to Department 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State 


Enclosure No. 1 to restricted despatch No. 565, dated January 28, 1946, 
from American Embassy to Department, subject: "Assembly Group of 


Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi Recommends Expulsion from Party of Deputy Hikmet 
Bayur." 


Unofficial Translation SOURCE: Republican Party 
Regulations 


: In the same way as the members of the Group must, during 
the debates in the Grand National Assembly, carry out the Party's plat 
form and support this Party's principles, as well as the decisions taken 
by the Party Group, so is it their duty, in the elections held in the 
Presidency and Office of the Presidency of the Grand Assembly, as well 
as in those of the members of Committees, to ensure the election of 
members of the Party. In case the latter have been designated by the 
Group, the members of the Group must conform to the decision taken by 
the Group eee 


sreigle 210: Members of the Party may neither make statements nor indulge 
publications directed against the principles and decisions of the 
Party,nor of the Group to which they belong, nor may they provoke state- 
ments or publications of this types 
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“I have the honor to report that the Turkish press recently C 
has been carrying news items indicative of considerable activity ¢ 
on the part of the newly-formed Demokrat Parti. mee 
aaa r 
Ulus, official organ of the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, of ! 
January 22 22, 1946 reported the election to the @ General Board of + 
Administrators of the Demokrat Parti of Yusuf Kemal Tengirgenk, By 
a tormer Minister ot Foreign Afteirs and of Justice, and Rifik Cc 


Ince, also a tormer Minister of Justice and now a weil-known 
Ws. These elections bring to seven the membership ot the 
General Board of Administrators, which uirects the party acti- 
vities between Congresses. 


Cumhuriyet of February 1, 1946 reported that the Ankara 
headquarters of the Demokrat Parti would be opened shortly, and 
that the Samsun branch already nad been constituted under the 
presidency of retired Colonel Sefik Avni Ozlidogru. The semi- 
official Anadoiu Ajansi (Anatolian News Agency) on February 3, 
1946 carried an official statement trom the Presidency of the 
new party to the eltect that the Executive Committee tor the 
Vilayet of Aydin had been set up, and Listed the membership of 
five. 


The Embassy is informed by several Turkish newspapermen, 
one ot whom is close to the leaders of the Demokrat Parti, that 
the party is proceeding energetically to organize itself, and 
that it is attracting a growing membership. There are constant 
rumors that this or that important personage will join the new 
party, but it is difficult to distinguish between fact and fancy. 
As one generally well-informed Turkish source puts it, there are 
a considerable number of potential adherents of the Demokrat 
Parti in the Grand National Assembly and elsewhere who are waiting 
to gauge its strength before making a decision to join it. 


Respectfully yours, é 





iid For the Ambas 
f tee, 
——"Herbert S. Bursley & 
Counselor of Embassy 
File No. 800 
JEHorner:mab 


To the Department in Original and Hectogyeph 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affaire 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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Me 


UNRESTRICTED ~ CONFIDENTIAL as indicated. P of 


oe 
Subject: Balkan Pact Discussed by ‘Ideiting 
Turkish Editorialist. =e 





The Honorgdle: 





Sir: 





c=, I have the honor to transmit herewith, in translation 
from the Turkish, a copy of an editorial which appeared in 
the Ankara newspaper Ulus, official organ of the Cumhuriyet 
Halk Partisi, on February 9, 1946. The editorial, which is 
by Deputy (Professor) Nihat Erim, deals with the Balkan Pact 
of February 9, 1934, and regional agreements in general. 


Professor Erim upholds the thesis that, "in order that 
general security and peace may be realized, regional pacts 
should be concluded not only in the Balkans, but also else- 
where, between states with interests very close to one another. 
From this point of view Turkey, which is wholeheartedly bound 
to the ideal of the United Nations, welcomes with sympathy 
and hopes tor the success of the League set up by the Arab 
untries. We believe that providing a realistic policy is 

ed such pacts will produce benefits for mankindes.'! 
or Erim pointed out, however, that "it is necessary 
ral world conditions to be settled before any such 
can be started in the Balkans." 


& discussion of this editorial today with a member 
staff, Professor Erim made it clear that while he is 
great believer in regional pacts, he thinks that as a 
condition precedent to their establisiment it will be necessary 
for the three great powers to compromise their difterences. 
He thought that this could be done only by the United States 
and Great Britain meeting together to settle any problems 
which may be outstanding between them, and then presenting 

@ united front to the Soviet Union. When it was objected 
that such tactics might lead the Soviet Union to adopt a more 
uncompromising attitude, ana possibly to withdraw within 

its own "security sphere," Professor Erim said that in any 
case there is an unbriugeable gulf between the Anglo-Saxon 
and Soviet worlds, but that the Soviet Union wiil take every 


ladvantage of dissension between the Anglo-Saxon powers. 


nue WF nit 
Respectfully yours, 


For the ssgdor: 


Herbert S. Bursiey 
= Counseior ot Enbassy 
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Despatch No. 596, February 11, 1946, Ankara 


Enclosure: alFG 


1/ A transiated editorial from the 
Ankara newspaper Ulus of February 9, 1946. 


File No. 800 
JEHornersmab 
To the Department in Original and Hectograph ( 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, Athens 
American Embassy, Belgrade 


American Mission, Bucharest 
American Mission, Sofia 


(Znclosure 1 to Despatch 596 from 
American Enbassy, Ankara, dated 
February 11, 1946.) 


THOUGHTS AROUSED BY AN ANNIVERSARY 


By 
Professor Nihat Erin 
Ulus, February 9, 1946 


On February 9, 1934, there was signed at Athens the Balkan 
Pact between Turkey, Greece, Rumania, and Yugoslavia. The year 
1934 was a period when the possibility of a Second World War 
was not even on the horizon. The League of Nations had been 
dealt only one of the blows which brought about her collapse; 
Japan had attacked Manchuria and had gone unpunished. But if 
this had not been followed by Italy's attack on Abyssinia 
and the German policy of fait accomplis, the League at Geneva 
would not nave faiied, ana could nave reintorced its position. 
It is as the beautiful embiem of an unrealized dream that today 
we remember the Baikan Pact which was concluded in an era 
when the League ot Nations was believed in, and wnen regional 
pacts were resorted to in order to serve, within its tramework, 
the cause of general security. 


At tnis moment, the Baikens are in a situation which causes 
one to remember with bitterness the years 1uit of bright hopes. 
Woria War II has ticked these countries like a rlame, There are 
ruins of tires, sociai upheavals, and political disquiet everywhere. 
Who knows when the Baikans will be treed trom the e1fects of 
this disaster? 


No matter when they are treed, there are certain unchanging 
conaitions aetermined by geography anda history whose requirements 
will sooner or iuter be carried out. The principle that the Baikans 
belong to the Baikan people is one of these immutapie ruies, 

These nations which have Lived together tor centuries nave several 
qualities in common. It is essential, both for their own pros— 
perity and 1or tne iceai of world peace, that they join hands 

ana cooperate, Tnis is une secona principie whicn has not ana 
wili not change. 


In order that generai security and peace may be realized, 
regionas pacts should be concluded not onty in the Balkans, but 
also elsewhere, between states with interests very close to one 
another, From this point of view, Turkey, which is whoie-heartediy 
bouna to the ideal of the United Nations, welcomes with sympathy 
and hopes tor the success ot the League set up by tne Arab countries, 
We believe that, provided a realistic policy is pursued, such pacts 
will produce benefits for mankind, 


It was a happy coincidence that Marshai Smuts, who is one of 
the great experts on international affairs, spoke of regional 
pacts in his statement yesterday. According to the Marshal, the 
fact that the seat of the United Nations wiil be in America will 
prevent it trom foilowing European affairs at close quarters. This 
is just tike keeping a general away from the battlefield, whereas 
the matter of protecting world peace wiil remain a European 
problem tor a Jong time yet, Therefore, there is need tor an 
organization on a smail scale in Europe, which wiil see the problems 
on the scene and take measures accordingly. In the opinion of Smuts, 
the same measures can and should be taken in Asia and Africa. 


These words 
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These words contain a great truth. We must not have great 
dreams in the face ot the brilliant and high principles of the 
United Nations Charter. It will be necessary to pass through all 
kinds of stages before the idea is settled in the minds of the 
masses of peoples of the world that they are individuals of one 
single family of men. The experiment made atter World War I proved 
that peace is better protected and opposing interests are the 
more easily reconciled within regional pacts. Marshal Smuts 
today brings up once again the idea of a United Europe, which 
Mr. Briand, then French Foreign Minister, strongiy championed in 
1930. On this anniversary of the Balkan Pact, our thoughts are 
also working along the same lines. Nevertheless, we are not 
entertaining any illusions; it is necessary tor general world 
conditions to be settled before any such movement can be started 
in the Balkans. As Smuts says, world peace can be endangered by 
great powers only. Once the fundamental problems between them 
have been settied, it wiil be much easier for the other states to 
come to an understanding with one another and to come closer to- 
gether. In fact, as soon as an atmosphere of mutual trust has 
been reestablished amongst the great powers, some of the mia- 
understandings between the great powers and the states which are 
considered smail will disappear of themselves. 


The recent debates and the results obtained in the Security 
Council are of special importance from this standpoint. The 
discussions, which had been held behind a curtain for months, are 
taking place before the eyes of every one. The exceptional 
importance of tnis is so great that a separate explanation is 
unnecessary. 
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Paraphrase before cc"- 
municating except to Ankara 
Government Agencies. 


Dated February 16, 1946 


ACTION :wLA— 

oo RESTRICTED Rec'd 9:42 a.m, 

5 ony Sars 7 

Cc Secretary of State ‘ 
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ae Washington Dison as 18 } 
DUR NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS — 

as 210, February 16, 2 p.m. 

DC/R Understand that Deputy Huseyin Cahit Yalcin President 


of Turk Press Ass'n leaving shortly on European trip 
ending up 4in London, Newspaper gossip has it that 
Yalcin's trip being arranged by Turkish Government to 
prevent him from continuing anti-Russian articles. So far 
as we can ascertain British Government is not giving 
financial assistance. Normally (Sent Department as 210 


9791-c/00°L98 


repeated London 44) Embassy would suggest that Department 
endeavor arrange invitation possibly from ASNEA to visit 
US but in view rumored purpose of trip and fact he has 

been a main target of Moscow radio attacks this might be 


most unwise. 


However should Department wish to extend 


invitation with view overcoming unfavorable impression 
Yalein got in his 1942 OWI visit because of lack of 

French or Turkish translator it might communicate with 
Embassy London to which Yalein is being given letter of 


introduction. 
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EMBASSY OF THE a a 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, February 25, 







No. 626 15 194 
RESTRICTED mer » 










e Subject: Memorandum of Conversation 


with Tu: 
x Newspaper Editor. ss 


= The dé&retary of State, 

3 VWetphington. é 
sing : _ 

ae 


With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. 210, dated ~ 
February 16, 1946, (repeated to the Embassy, London, as Noe 
44), I nave the honor to enclose a memorandum prepared by 
G. Huntington Damon, Attache of this Embassy, of a conversation 
with Deputy Husseyin Cahia Yalgin, owner and editor of the 
Istanbul newspaper Tanin and Presiaent of the Turkish Press 
Association. In this conversation, Mr. Yaigin discussed his 
forthcoming visit to several European countries. 





As reported in tne reference telegram, it is generally a 
understooa that the Turkish Goverment is sponsoring Mr. a! 
Yaicin's trip in order to prevent nim from continuing his 5 
series of articles strongly critical or the Soviet Union. O 

Respectfully yours, 2 
For the Ambassador: Y 
a is 
ws oO 
Herbert S, Bursiey sa 
Counselor of Embassy o 
parade 
Fine No. 891 
JEHorner:mab 
To the Department in Originai and Hectograph -7 Pay 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs & 
American Eabassy, Lonaon = 
: a ae Cc 
\ NER NE Unit 
\ { 
na yw 
“ 
. ye 
War, J vttetennenecnareee 
[Dist 
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é (Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 626, 
dated February 25, 1946, from American 
Embassy, Ankara.) 


Istanbul 
February 18, 1946 


Restricted 
Subject: Report of Conversation 


Persons: Husseyin Cahid Yaigin, 
Owner ana Editor of Tanin 
Newspaper 


G. He Damon 
Place: Yalgin's Office 
Time: February 18, 1946 


Yalgin was more than anxious to talk about his trip and 
its origins. He began by saying that he would spend a little 
white in Greece, then visit Italy, Switzerland, France, the 
Scanainavian countries, England if there was time, and would 
be pack in two or three months. Apropos of America he said 
that he had suggested to the Prime Minister that it would be 
preferable ir the Turkish Press Attache supplied information 
about American Press Associations and their Laws. 


To my comments dout the interest of tne Prime Minister in 
his trip, Yaigin stated frankly that the trip was sponsored by 
tne Goverrment, that it had nothing to do with the Turkish Press 
Association. In connection with the origin of the trip, Yalgin 
had originally suggested to the Prime Minister that he collect 
the Laws governing the press in the various "democratic" countries 
of the world. The Prime Minister nad later proposed that the 
study, which is to be used as a basis tor a revised press iaw in 
Turkey, would be more effective ii Yaigin were to make the in- 
vestigation in person. "The Prime Minister pointed out to me," 
Yaiscin expiainea, "that no one wouia aoubt my conciusions if I 
were to visit the various countries." 


As I was leaving Yalgin remarked that President Intnl was 
in favor of this trip and was hoping that it wouid result ina 
liberalization of the Turkish Press laws. As tor his own point 
of view, Yalgin stated that he couid see no reason why the general 
iaws governing associations ana organizations would not be adequate. 
He impiie@ thereby that the special Law governing the Turkish 
Press should ve abolished. 


\ 


Editorial Note: 


I coula detect no resentment on Yalgin's part at what nas 
variously been termed an attempt to get him out of the 
way or to keep him quiet. Severai journalists in Istanbul 
have said tnat they believed Yaicin is resentful, If so, 
he conceaied his tee.ings better than I nave ever kmown 
him to. He iurtner gave every iupression of taking the 
project seriously. He wiil maii articies to Tanin and to 
the papers tor which he writes. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Ankara, February 27, 1946 


No. 637 ) ° 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Activities of Demokrat Parti. 








ns 

The, Honora 

 ‘ThesSegretary of State, 
9 “2 Wigshington. 


Qo 
re} 
I 


BRANCH 





sift 


©. Pursuant to the Embassy's despatch No. 586 dated Febru- 
ary 4, 1946, on the same subject, I have the honor to report 
that practically every day sees additional items in the 
Turkish press indicative of continued activity on the part of 
the newly-formed Demokrat Parti (Den.ceratic Party). 


Provisional Boards of Administration 1or the Vilayets 
of Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir, Burdur, Mersin, Manisa, Aydin, 
Maras, and Samsun, as well as various district boards, appear 
to have been constituted in the past month. In most cases, 


the members are not well-known, but they are reported to be 
deauinp, Locai citizens, 





The Istanbul news; ayer Htirses of Februery J€, 1946, 
carried an arvicse Witn respect vo a iieeting of the GencraL 
boara oi Aaministravion of the Demokrat Parti held in Ankara 
the previous day, Among those who attended was Fuad Cobanoglu, 
Deputy for Kirgebir, who had resigned from the Cumhuriyet 

Halk Partisi a few days before. According to Hiirses, the 


party platform has been printed in pamphlet rorm, for distrib- 
ution throughout the country. 
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Respectfully yours, E Ms 
For the Ambassador: 4 
Herbert S. Bursley . ; ie 

Counselor of Embassy : a 
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‘7 Rec'd 9:05 p.n., lst 
seal Gn DEPARTMENT OF STARE 
if 
SECSTATE haa 2=Yo4 
DIVISION ux 
NEAR EASTERN AFF 


255, March 1, 4 p.m. 


Acting Foreign Minister Sumer tells me following 
regarding talk with Soviet Ambassador February 25: 
Vinogradov referred to Turkish section Bevin's FPabruary 21 
address House Commons remerking "I suppose this is ree 
sult of Hazan Saki's activities in London". Sumer re- 
plied "not at all, it_is straight forward statement of, 
Turkish situation an re-Br sh relations”. as gador 
said speech seemed to line up UK End Tirkéey eeainst USSR. 
Sumer pointed out (sent Dept as 255 repeated London as 49 
and Moscow as 27) Bevin expressed hope treaty of friendship 
would be renewed between USSR and Turkey and this would 
contribute to confidence between 3 countries. 


9r1-2/00°L98 


Vinogradov said if Turkey wanted treaty of alliance 
with USSR Molotov last June stated conditions for sucn 
treaty. ted Tur never ea tyof 
a, iiance not want suc x 


GRIp on Lines thst of 
B en. ate "interest lag statemon 
Molotov's request for eastern Enoyinaee, aie Armenia 
needed these, and if Turkey would grant request "Turkey 
cah be more than compensated elsewhere." Sumer replied 
"“Murkey will neither cede territories nor annex territories” 
(Vinogradov did not specify just what territories he was 
offering Turkey). 







Ambassador then said USSR had only 2 questions to 
settle with Turkey, one was eastern provinces and other 
was Straits. Sumer said Turkey's position hed been made 
sufficiently clear as regards territorial question and 
that as regards Straits procedure had been adopted at 


Potsdam which US_and UK had followed by presenting thoip 
iews regardi Montre’ Convention to Turkey and he 


Vv. 
asked ais USER dgean"t do sane ering- —virmyrattoy agaT 
referred to Molotov June. At end of talk 


Vinogradov said he would 1iké further conversation with 


a Tayyaepyuog | 


iy 


3 


Sumer but 
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SECRET . 
~2-#255, March 1, 4 p.m., from Ankara 


‘ 
, 


Sumer but could not go to Turkish Foreign Office and had 
_ to look to chance meeting like present one (a diplomatic 
luncheon). Sumer said he lived nearly opposite Soviet 

Embassy and door his house would alweys be open. 


Vinogradov replied "I shall accept invitation to_. 
call on yor to oes eigee matters further". "That? 
remarke e : ra) ; ways twist. 
SVL CNL 
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VISION ux 


275, Seventh EAR EASTERN AFFAIRS _| 


In monthly press sonference March 6, Prime Minister 
Seracogiu commented in part as follows as reported by 
Anatolian Agency: 


"UNO meeting at london, although from time to timo 
enveloped in discouraging clouds, can be considered as 
having succeeded in passing first test." 


Manner in which Turkish effairs were dealt. with in 
recent Bevin speech "h.s reinforced and augmented ties of 
friendship between Great Britain and Turkey in that -~- it 

yeased our faita in our own views and in our ow 
wtesanss" ° 


Recent address of Secretary Byrnes "will live as an 


fbhistoric and unequallei speech if acts crown wishes expressed 


tin it*. Speech “¢loses way to all @ll aggression and -- shows 


a mam roads of humanity, liberty, justice and independence". 


"Shortest way to zosl is that Great Britain, USA, 


uta Franch and China walk together in all sincerity on. 
_, road indicated by American Secretary of State and that this 


¢ Sincerity be of nature to convince all other states large 
* and small." 


Full text by mail. Repeated to London 51 and Moscow 28. 
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vrepered by tllis 4. Johnson, 
american Vice consul. 


there are eviven below items regerding important 
political developments which ooourred in this con.uler 
distriot during the month of february, 1946. 


Developuents and Ucourrences in i008] Consular Corps: 


On the evening of February 2, 1946, all members 
of the local Vonsular Corps were invited to a re- 
ception and dance at the loosl Halk ivi given by the 
Vali in honor of the en, agement of one of his sons 
to “iss Albayrak, the daughter of one of the leadinc 
izmir merohants. ‘the occasion ranked as one of the 
leading society events of the season in lzair, to 
which approximately 400 persons were invited, in- 
Cluding the sost important local authorities and 
leading citizens. ‘the engavenent ceremony was per- 
formed acoording to traditional Yurkish oustom and 
this was followed by the extending of congratulations 


on the part of the ,uests and the serving of refresh- 
jweuts and dancing. 


the couple received hundreds of eifts, including 
two Lurkish vases with flowers presented to them by 


the Lean of the vonsular Corps in behalf of all the 
members of the Corps. 


un ¥vebruary 15, 1946, wir. Uelil Vafi, the 
local iranian vonsul «eneral and ean of the “onsular 
vorps, Galled upon the writer and outlined in some 
deteil his plens for reorganizing the vonsular Coppe. 


a 
Aw 


| 


\ithout 





™, 


without being too critical of the present organ- 
ization and as it had existed during war time years, 
he stated that he believed a reorgenization was 
needed badly, which would provide for the following: 


1. A meeting at least once a month of the Corps. 


2, waoh iavaber of the Jonsular Corps to make 

an annual contribution to the Consular Corps 
treasury - perhaps 100 to 150 ‘turkish Llrag - 
to care for necessary and sudden expenditures 
for flower wreaths and other representation 
purposes. (At present the ‘ean of the ‘orps 
is oblige. to collect from .ach member of the 
vorps for any such expenaitures). 


5S. . luncheon or dinner to be given for each 
newly arriving member of the ‘orps. 


4. « luncheon or dinner to be given for each 
deperting uember of the Jorps, on which 
Occasion suoh departing member would be 
presented with an appropriate gift as a 
souvenir of his period of service at Izmir. 
(Non departing members of the Jonsular Vorps - 

honorary merchant vonsuls would be given a 
iuncheon or dinner every five years and 
would likewise receive an appropriate pift 
on such oceasion). 


vu the evening of Hebruary 23, 1946, the “Lamir 
beiediyesi vehir viyatrosu"” (izmir iunicipality vity 
theatre) was opened with toe performance "Guclwau” 
(who is Guilty?) excellently played by a represent- 
ative cast recruited from istanbul and Ankara. ‘the 
opening performance wag attended by tha Sovernor and 
wayor of izmir and leading authorities and eitizens, 
slembers of the Consular Corps received special in- 
vitations and occupied seats in the first row of 
the theatre. 


the opening of this theatre is the oulmination 
of years of planning on the part of the Mayor of 
demir, or. esat Leblebicioglu, who has worked tire- 
ilessly to establish a City theatre in Izmir. The 
theatre has been erected in the southern wing of the 
dar,e saray :avilion in the Iamir Internat’ ne? “etr 
Grounds ana lags @ Capacity of approximately 450, 
with modern, comfortable theatre arm chairs, a modern 
revolving stave, tle largest stave in Izmir, and a 
modern foyer with a bar and other facilities. 


The response of the public to the opening of 
this theatre has been immediate and spontaneous, 
and with popular prices of 1 and 1.50 Turkish Liras, 
respectively, for all seats, the future of the theatre 
is assured. verformances will be given each evening 
with the exception of Wednesdays, and it is planned 
to give one or two matinee performances weekly. 


+ 


As in the ease of the establishment of the Isnir 
City Orehestra, the Mayor of ZJumir has requested the 
sup of the members of the Consular Corps in order 
to insure the suceess of the new Iumir City Theatre. 


Local 





Considerable comment of an apprehensive nature 
was sahagnonges in local ciroles during the month of 
Vebruary relative to the continued unsatisfactory 


state of affairs - politically and economisally - in 
Greece. 


ufforta to reastablish trade between Tzair and 
Sreeoe, principally in respeot of the export of live 
goats and cattle froa Iumir to Plraeus were unsuoccess- 
ful owing to restrietions enacted by the Greek Govern- 
ment following a few shipments of thia kind. ‘The 
reason given for the stoppage of this trade was the 
lack of foreign exchange to pay for such {mports, and 
the efforts of importers of such goats and oattle to 
obtain foreign oxohange by illegal means. 


vhip cownnication between Iamir and Piraeus is 
still belny inwintained by Turkish ateamers on a 
fortnightly sehedule but traffic 13 confined prinoi- 
pally to passenger service, most of the passengers 
being businessmen and other persons who are obliged 
to travel for ur.ent official or personel reasons. 
Returning travelera relate one and the saxue story - 
the extrome high cost of living, the difficulties 
iu obtaining living accommodations of any kind and 
the aluost insurmountable difficulties encountered 
in oarrying on any kind of business aotivities. 


Reports to the effast thet the Greek elections 
scheduled to be Leld on dareh 31, 1046, may be post- 
poned have given rise to pessimistic comment locally, 
the consensus of opinion being that further pro- 
orastinution und delay in this all-important matter 
Gan have but unfavorable results and effeatsa in respeot 
of the over-all Creek situation. 


it 1a also felt {n local o roles that the fate 
of the Lodecanese Islands should be settled as soon 
&s possible - and that the; should be elven to Greece 
With the exvention of certuin smell Jalands olosely 


adjacent to the Vurkish saalmland, ohio should resort 
to iurkey 


Political 


Folition) - jeonomio Noten: 
One of the prinal developments in the local 
econoric situation a the month of February, 1946, 


was the olosing of the market for the 1945 tobacoo crop 
which opened on January 7, 1946. Aa of february 9, 1946, 
the market was considered closed for all practical 
purposes, only approximately 2,500,000 kilograms of 
disease damaged and infected tobacao unauiteble for 
the :mericas market, remaining unsold on thet date. In 
eontrast to other yeura when the market was quickly sold 
out in a matter of a few days, the warket for the 1945 
tobacco erop, because of governuent Intervention and 
the refusal of Amerienn soapaaies to pay more than the 
established covernwwnt prides (sea “olitiont Report 

for the sonth of January, 1946, giving full details in 
thie reipeot) resained open for preotically one mouth, 
‘nee without precedent in the local tobrceo 
alroles. 


The purchisea by aneriean cormpanivs of the 1945 
tobageo orop (direetiy and tutlreetly) were as follows: 


hs 


usrivan Tobaceo . speuy 3,790,996 
Glenn iw id 3,980,900 
dary i e 1,950,000 
Aston id " 1,350,000 
Brown ‘illiaason Jorporation 990,900 


fotul = 11,350,000 


v¥genisations of the Turkish uovernwent purchnged a 
tote, of 6,850,000 kilograms, ant local merchants a 
total of 3,000,000 Kdlovreas, waking a grand totai of 
#0,6600,000 kulograuas. The sverige price paid waa 268 
Kurus per Kilogram, coupared to un avere.c >-ice of 
805 kurus per Kilograsa originally astabiished by the 
iurkish vovernaent. 


a iu previous yours, the voapetitive prnotiaes 
Of Law .wwerdoun toouves coupanies aud Lseir duability 
Lo evoperate in even the most trivial wattera in 
Connection with the loval tobacoo markut resulted in 
the payment of auch higher prigves than those originally 
established by the Gurkish Governaent. It le stiesated 
that the Turkish growera profited vo the extent of at 
Loast 12,000,006 Turkle uiras by thiu luck of sooper- 
ation and the dnabliity to agree on the part of the 
Aaeriean tobacoo companies. 


curing Jebruary, Lads, Sriltish laterests continued 
their negotiations to exercise their option to obtain 
@n additional 19,500 tons of raleina providad for in 
their orlyinai purchase ayreemont of £5,090 tons of 
Teising. The continued reluctanes of the loosl merchants 
and shippers to surply these adiitional raisine led to 
the iaaue being, tusen up in the ‘rand tiational Assembly, 
@ governaent opposition deputy having asked why thia 
ungetisfactory situation was allowed to obtain. In 
Fepiy to his questions the lnteter of Commerce gave the 
“usual story” to the effect that the “ritish interests 


would 


™, 


would not pay more then the 42.5 kurus per kilogram 
which they paid for the original 25,000 tons of Tamir 
raigins, an egreement whioh, in local ofroles, is 
considered as having been forced upon them by the 
Turkish Goverusent and which proved to be a most 
unprofitable arrangement for local merchants and 
shippers, and which they cannot undertake to repeat 
regardless of the optional requirement which was 
included in the original agreement. Local merchants 
and shippers have pointed out that the packing and 
taxes of raisins intended for export totals 13 kurus, 
which leaves them a net of only 29,5 kurus per kilo- 
gran. 


The sritish authorities continued to exert pressure 
in the issue in that they refused to grant Navicerts for 
shipments of raisins to other iuropean countries. (Local 
merchants and shippers have many orders from Sweden, Belgium 
and Switzerland and other “uropean countries for raisins 
and at prices higher than those offered by the British). 
This action on the part of the British authorities 
continued to arouse resentment on the part of local 
merohants and shippers, and the action of the 3ritish 
authorities in announcing that’ fssuance of Navicerts 
for the shipment of figs to any and all destinations 
would be commenced iumediately, had but little effect 
in improving local feeling and resentment in respect of 
the entire question of the export of dried fruits. 
Aotually the vritish action in this respect has hai no 
practical effeots as jritish authorities continue to 
refuse to issue necessary permits to -uropean countries 
desirous of making such purchases. 


Uther factors of importance and interest in the 
local economic situation during vebruary, 1946, wore: 


Keports were ourrent that american firms find it 
exceedingly difficult 1f not impossible to do business 
with lurkish firms because of the delays experienced 
in obtaining import licenses and the Many delays and 
difficulties caused by the "BIRLIKS". 


the lack of telegraphic communication with the 
United states - except through ivew York, Washington 
and oan Hraneigco - seriously affeoted local business- 
men, partioularly so American tobacco companies which 
had no office connections in iiew York, and which were 
obliged to communicate with their principals di ily in 
view of the market for the 1945 tobacco crop. 


The settlement of important strikes in the United 
states was received with satisfaction in looal business 
circles as it was believed that with the resumption of 
employment in the United states, large orders from 
Turkish firms would be filled in the near future. 


Approximately 40 local merchants have indicated 
their intentions of proceeding to Bale, Switzerland, 


in 


-T7- 


in order to take part in the Fair which ia to be held 
in that city during the month of april. 


4 total of 750,000 cardboard boxes for packing 
raisins were ordered from Sweden during the month of 
Februsry, 1946. 


Ths announcement of the formation of a "Middle 
nast company of iurkey" in Jleveland, Ohio, with a 
Capital of $180,000, consisting: of a total of 60 
Amsrioan firms desirous of exporting to Turkey - was 
received with considerable favorable comment in 
local business circles. 


Vontinued agitition was manifest during the 
month of february, 1946, in local ciroles, for the 
abolishsent of all Navicerts and the discontinuance 
of tae "BikuIno”. 


agnounced plans of the Turkish jovernnent for 
the 6stablishaent of fish and meat canning factories 
in seyean districts were received favorably locally. 


kheports from sdana iudloate that tests made to 
obtain sugar from sugar oune have proved satisfactory 
and sugar cane sevcd has therufore been brought from 
India by the Administration of Turkish Sugar Tactories 
which has also decided to establish a sugar factory in 
Adana, for which purpose « total area of 15000 hectares 
of land on the seyhan and Vehun rivers in the villages 
of Gerdan and ‘sulduk, west of ..iana, have been 
expropriuted. 


in order to further the cultivation of cotton the 
surkish -overnment is reported from sydin to have ellotted 
another 1,000,000 ‘Yurkish Lirus for the purvoge of in- 
proving the left bank of the ivander iiiver for the 
purpose of irri¢ating the Kugli Valley. 


at the end of rebruery, 1346, the delesates of the 
fguir Chanber of voumeroe, consisting of the | resident, 
the vice resident and the Jecretary  enersl proceeded 
to .nkura to take part in the third meeting of represent- 
atives of the Chanber of Commerce of istanbul, snkara 
and Tamir to be held under the direction of /rime 
winister varacoplu. (crevious meetings were held at 
izmir and Istanbul). Upon tne eve of their departure, 
the local delegates stated that four important points 
would be discissed: 


i. ine ubolishment of waw No. 510 regurding profits - 
the recent modifications in respect of this law 
made 1t worse than the ori, inal law and it 
should be ebolished. 


&, currency note circulation should be reduced 
stiil further. 


3, importation of large quantities of machinery 
for industrial purposes to 2 value of 300,000,000 
durkish wires 





4. Ao wr bacco for the high honsigtnid living —e 
ere inoreas steadily rather m decreas 
it te recomended that there should be no re- 
strictions on rts for ea period of six months, 
in order to provide cheap consumer goods. 


In addition, it is hoped thet the recommendations 
made at the lest two meetings will be acted upon. Other 
seoret matters which will not be disclosed until after 
the Ankara meeting, will be discussed at this meeting. 


Shipping 


Shipping Notes: 


ortant developments in the port of Ismir and in **\, 
local dipping olrcles during the month of February, * 
1946, were as follows: 





Two American ships called at the port of Izmir 
during February, 1946, which loaded tobacco and figs 
for the United States. The following table shows the 
names of these ships and the dates of their departures 
and the cargoes which they loaded at the port of Izmir: 


FOR U.S. A. Ae ARES 2S see ae 


As per previous Report 











TOTALS up to /46 1687 - 229 2 1918 
2/7/46 “CAPE PILLAR" 306 - - - 306 
2/26/46 "LXMINSTER" 514 - 95 ~ 609 
2507 - 324 2 2833 
— = Soa ae SS 

FOR HILLES 3 VALONEA SUND) TOTAL 
TOTALS up to 1/31/46 6000 2 6002 6002 

—s SESS a 

GRAND TOTAL: 8835 T. 

















TOLALS up to 1/31/46: 23 12 35 passengers 
In February 1946 3 22 = _}2 2" 
35 12 
——_— 
GRAND TOTAL: 47 passengers 


————————————————— 


. It will be noted that these ships embarked a total of 
12 passengers for the United States. 


During February, 1946, two swedish, two Norwegian, 
one British and one Turkish steamer called at Izmir and 
loaded cargo for United States and European ports. 
Deteiled data regarding the cargo loaded by these ships 
are given below: 


Swedish m.s."VASALAND" loaded for CYPRUS :125 Tons 


“  ANIWERP : 41 " 
"Copenhagen:625 " 


" Sweden 3: bl 
TOTAL 44S Tous. 


Norwegian 


, 
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Norwegian ss."FERNPLANT" loaded for N.Y. : 35 T.Licorioe ux 
(February 3-4) for Baltimore 1500 " = Roor', 
" New York 3 1" Tobacco 
Total 1836 Tons 

Discharged 3350 T. General Cargo 
SS 


British as."BsRON SCOT!" loaded for London:3000 T. Raisins 
2050 " Figs 
1500 " Velonia 
200 " Liocor. Paste. 


Total :6750 Tons 
ES 





lurkish g8."SADAN” loaded for 





Switzerland (vie Sete) : 595 Tons Tobacoo & Sundries 
for Lisbon + loo “ Licorice ixtraot 
" algiers : 440 =" Beans 
Total 31115 Tons 


—————————————————— 
swedish m.s3."0AGOLAND" loaded for Alexandria: 485 Tons. 
n 


Jaffa H 2 * 

"  Heiffa 3 9 # 

“Antwerp 3s oF 8 

"  Gotendurg : _83 * 
(trensit) 


Totel : 653 Tons 
SSE 


Norweyien m.s."vUA" louded at Fethiye for 
Bjolvevossen :1727 Tons Chrome ore 
in Bulk. 


Yo a lesser extent than in recent months the Norwegian 
¥Yern Line was successful in obtaining cargoes at Izmir 
which might otherwise have been carried in Amerioan bottoms. 
Practically all of such oargo consisted of licorice root 
destined to the soindrews & Forbes Company, Camden, New 
Jersey. 


The Muniolpality of [amir announced the recent 
arrival in lumir of Mr. walter A. Magee of the Gahagen 
vonstruction Corporation, New York. During his visit to 
Tamir, according to this announcement, r. Magee made a 
detailed and thorough survey of the port of Tzmir, and 
submitted his recommendations for the improvement end 
enlargement of Izmir port facilities. ie also conferred 
with the uayor of Iumir and the Jity chief Kngineer 
relative to the construction of a new municipal building 
and a municipal hotel. 


defik R. cerener, the local jireotor of the Deniz- 
yollari (state caritine ioutes) called upon tie writer 
end discussed the question of the sailing of the Jurkish 
steamer akin to tie United Jtates at theend of the 
month of «arch. Tefik sey stuted that he was extremely 
desirous of obtaining at least “token” shipments of 


tobacco 


#lle 





tobacco and/or lieorive or vajonia from Ismir, and 
declared that he intended to approach American he 
in order to obtain such cargoes. He also stated that 
the BAKIR would take as many passengers as possible 
and that he believed that the ship could accommodate 
at least 150 ee ~ that preference would be 


Tetik Bey further declared that the BAKIR would 
not attempt to obtain cargoes by underbidding but that 
the freight rates established by the War Shipping 
administration would be adhered to. 


Loeal 
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A suamary of important miscellaneous developments 
and occurrences in local circles during the month of 
February, 1946, is given below: 


In accordance with an announcement of the Munici- 
pality of Izmir all members of the local muntoipal 
Police force must attend a series of lecture courses 
dealing partioularly with minioipality duties and hygi- 
ene. in addition they will be required to take 
eymnastic exeroises in order to keep physicelly fit. 


the br. Hehoet Uz Children's tiospital erected by 
the Dootor whose name it bears, & former “ayor of Izmir 
for a period of many years, is to be opened immedilataly. 


‘the New Chief of rolice of Izmir, sirri Ulusemre, 
arrived at the beginning of the month of “ebruary, 1946, 
and made his official visits and inspected loval police 
stations. 


it was announced that a tank for “‘ourism would be 
opened shortly with a capital of 20,000,000 Turkish 
Liras, to be oontributed by all Yilayets in the Aegean 
District interested in furthering tourism and desirous 
of participating in and supporting such activities. 


‘the continued shortage of seut cnused sharp and caustic 
criticism of the .unicipality authorities in allowing 
such @ aituation to obtain. 


‘the sumer Bank was severely critioised in the looal 
press in connection with an increase in the price of 
cabot cloth ~ from 90 to 115 kurus per meter. In 
defense the looal UJireotor of tie iank stated that the 
quality of the cabot had greatly improved so that it 
was quite justifiable to inorease the price for this 
Cloth. (in local circles it wos common talk that 
beoause of a disastrous fire in Istanbul caused by 
nevligenoe and for which insurance could not be 
collected, the sumer Jank was obliged to up the price 
of cabot cloth to reimburse itself at least in part 
tor tne heavy fire logses incurred in Istanbul). 


Une hundred students of the igh school of ;olit- 
icai studies in ankare arrived in izmir for a visit 
and to study conditions in the port and the oity. All 
expenses for these studeits were paii for oy the 
Government. 


vreparations for the 1946 .zwir internetional Yair 
continued during the month of ‘ebruary. it was 
announced that splendid nizht flluminetions are planned 
for this year's “air in contrest to the recent war years 
when electricity could be used but sparingly - during 
vue war year the blackout was effective during the 
entire life of the ‘air, which necessitated the closing 
down of all outside activities not later than 9 p.n. 


The 
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The Fair Coumittee counting upon the desire of many 
countries, following the termination of the War, to 
participate in the 1946 feir, is making plans on the 
basis of an International sair, and to this end the 

eiayor of Ilamir, the Chairman of the “air Committee, 
will proceed shortly to Ankara for the purpose of 
conferring with the appropriate authorities there in 
Pegard to tie holding of the 1946 Izmir Yair. 


A iocal bureau of the recently created Department 
of Labor was ostablished in Izmir during the month of 
February. 


a speoivul concert of iurkish music was ¢iven et 
the ulhambra Sheatre on February 18, 1946, by members 
of the furkish Conservatory of -usilo et Istanbul, 
attended by the Covernor and the ‘‘ayor of [zmir and 
leading citizens of the commnity. 


abdulez z Lvezer, an ambulant photographer, born 
in iuwssle, was condemned to six months dmprisonment 
by an izmir Court for carrying on propecanda detri- 
mental to the iurkish lienublic. 


4 party was eiven at the alsancak branoh of the 
aalkevi in honor of or. varkhouse, -irector of the 
idritish vouncil. Among those present were the issist- 
ant -overnor of the Vilayet of famir, the Inspector 
and the “resident of the “eople's “arty. 


‘the 14th anniversary of the opening of '!alkevis 
{: eoplets House) in turkey was celebrated at all 
Halkevis in the Izmir istrict. The ceremony in 
izmir was attended by the Covernor, the Commandant, 
and the “ayor and the inspector of the arty. 


The locul representatives of the inistry of -ublia 
vorks disapproved the claius put forwarded by the ‘ayor 
and the Jirector of “sHUT to increase the rates for 
electricity, je: and water in Izmir as well as for 
increase in bus and tramway fares. 


vreparations are ii progress for the diatribution 
of land to peasants in socordance with the Agrarian 
keform Law passed in 1l¥y45. Lovally it is reported 
that the land to be distributed in the Tamir VAlayet 
in this respect is unimportant. 


Local reports to the effect that there would be 
further restrictions in connection with the sele of 
bread and macaroni, in view of the fact that wheat 
woula be shipped to .urope to essist the starving 
populetions in such countries, caused considerable 
unfavorable comment in local circles which was only 
quieted py the announcement of the authorities that 
better quality breed will soon be available to the 
publio and thet shipments of whest to vuropesn 
countries woula be made only after domestic require- 
meots hud been fully met. 


The 
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The meat shortage which had assumed rather 
eleraing proportions eased somewhat toward the end 
of the month. In this conneetion it was announoed 
that munioipelities in the large towns in this 
distriet might henceforth “trede" in meat supplies 
provided necessary legislation was enacted in this 
Tespect. The projeot calls for capital in the 
amount of 10,000,000 Turkish Liras to be supplied 
for the purpose of purchasing eattle in the country 
and br: ng them to cities and towns for slaughter 
in municipal aleaughter houses for sale direct to 
the vsonsumer. 


acoording to a statement made by the Mayor of 
Buoa, a suburb of Izmir, with a population of 10,000, 
which is connected with Iamir by a railroad and an 
asphalt road, plans are under way to establish a 
motor bus service between Bueca and Iumir. The 
Gevernor of Iamir, according to his statement, will 
assign three of the next motor trucks inaported from 
the United States for this servioe. It is expacted 
that this service will commence in the sumer of 
1946. The road between Izmir and Buca has been 
improved considerably this winter by the town of 
Buea and in the event wotor buses are made evailable, 
4 most necessary eautobus service will be inaugurated 
between this important suburb and the oity of Izmir. 


American 
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Captain A. Ferguson, sanitary ingineer of the 
UNRKA, who has been active on the Aegean Sea islends 
arrived in Izmir coming from Uhios and Cesme. 


Mr. guther Fowle of Istanbul, arrived for confer- 
enoes with ur. and urs. Blake and uiss Olive Greene, of 
the American Girls' College, Goztepe, Iamir, 


daa keverend and «ra. sverett blake and their 
minor daughter, Jeoxlyn arrived on the Anmsrioan steamer 
CAPS PILLAR coming from the United states following a 
ieave of absence of approximately one year. They 
proceeded to dayseri where they will direot the 
american school da that oity for a temporary period 
during the absence in the United Jteates of Principal 
Paul ¥. Nilsson in the United States on leave of 
absence. following the termination of their assign- 
aent to Kayseri, ir. and lirs. lake will return to 
Izmir wiere they will resume their former activities 
ae terc ers in the smerlean Jirlis' Vollege at coztepe. 


ur. P. Williams, toxcher at Robert Jollee during 
the past three yeurs, callod in trunsit on a» ‘furkish 
steamer to Alexandria, »uypt. ‘ir. iiilliaxs has been 
drafted for military service. 


vi. H. CG. Griffin of the Jary Tobasoo Company 
is Jeasun arrived ia igair for a tesporary assignment 
to assist wr. sumer bacon fuller, the local ‘anager 
ef the cary Tobacoo Coupany who recently returned to 
dumlr froa the United states following a period of 
several years of iiuprisonmeut in a Japanese oanmp 
du tae .hilippines. 


air. Wreaklin beil of the ary Tobasoo Vonpany in 
istanbul arrivea in iua@ir enroute to Greece where he 
will be enyaged in activities for his company. 


ra. wilne ‘elanat Voska, vife of captain Yoska, 
forserly witno the J.l at Istanbul ani their two minor 
chilcren arrived at Izmir on a iurkish steamer enroute 
to -ireeus wiere tuey plauned to obtain airplane 
transportation to -rayue, suci transportation having 
beech arrac.ed for thea by .«wubassauor steinhardt at -rague. 


Local 
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The outstanding political event during the month 
of February, 1946, wos the arrival at izmir of Celal 
Ba ar, the Leader of the Jemooratic Party, and the 
Opening, ae weil as tie organization of various 
branches o1 this party in Ianir and in the district. 


velal Dayar arrived on vebruary 5, 1943, on the 
Ankara train and was met at the station by his olose 
supporters audi personal friends. Unlike the arrival 
da 1930 of ethi Okyar, tie last osoasion on which 
the leader of a party opposed to the “eople's Party 
had appeared in Izgir, there were no demonstrations by 
tne publio aud no large crowds wet nim at the station. 
in fact there wero very few persons who knew the exact 
date of his arrival. 


The followlug day be began his taiks with his 
friends and supporters with a view cv orgaulzing the 
Ventral vVomsittee of the party for the Vilayot of [zmir 
as well ag toe counittee for the oity of lextr. ie 
eiso oalled on the Vail, tie ayor and tho Inspector 
of the veovle's arty. 1s aotivities ware not 
conspicuous in cheructer ultiiou.l the public was 
keenly interested 114 his movewents in izair. The 
meetings with bis frlends were rostly held at the 
house of a well known shysician in Tazntr. treat 
gecrecy wes uaintained .bout the namoa end identities 
of the members of the camlttees. Tt 13 said that 
Velal Layer wos anxious to enlist the services of 
prominent businegsaen sod meavers of profeaslonal 
Classes, but versons of these catexories refused to 
join the new party at present for fear of the 
repetition of reprisuls sad rancorous retrlbutions 
which were inflicted by the ’eople's srty on Lts 
dissenters followin, the formation and dissolution 
of ¥Yethi Cxyar's lLlbersl opposition party in 1939. 
Yn the other hand it 1s reported that severnl 
dele, utions troi various towns and townshios in the 
vicinity of Izmir owse te interview Jelal “syar and 
Proposed muss resipgusation fron the .sople's Carty 
and collective enlistments in the “snoeretic “arty. 
It is stated test celnl Hayur rejected thes: propvossls 
exproasing his aesire to exanine Andiviiuvlly eech 
@pplioetion for enlistment. here were other well 
known persous in lamir sho were upproached by Jelal 
Bayar's friends vo secure their services und who 
refused to join the new party on t.@ (rouud viet its 
prograua did not differ, in essential points, such 4s 
"etatism" ond “seoularisa”,frow tiet of tue :soplets 
Farty. 






aD, “augur duprrted frou lsair on oyruuary 13, Lode, 
on whic: date t! ites OF parsuny forins the ventral 
Voumittes for the Yiluyet of Izmir were «lso published, 
The list was headed by & well known and respected 
practising physician in tzair who wes sls0 the Chairman 
of “etni »ey's liberal party Li tzair tn 1959. ‘The 






other 
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other members of the Committee were a loeal bank manager, 
a wealthy merchant in export business, an engineer, and 
another businessman who is a partner in @ local British 
firm. The list was considered as somewhat disc ppointing 
by many local observers although it was admitted that 
none of the members had been suspected of having been 
involved in dubious trensactions with the Government 

or the veople's Party. 


‘Yue public, however, being aware of the large 
nuuber of opposition elesents in Izmir, due to 
erievences of all classes who constantly +ritioize the 
Government and the People's Party, and because of 
Velal sayer's close association and affiliations in Izmir, 
had expected & central committee with membership of a 
mucin higher intellectual prominence and social as well 

es political influence. ut as has been stated above, 
many persons who would be willing and even anxious to 
Join the new varty, were reluctant to resign from the 
seople's sarty for fear of consequences. resident 
inonu's address us to his welooming the formation of 
opposition parties and other statements made to the 
same effect by aembers of the Uovernaent and the 
reople's rarty are not considered to be practical 
assurances by members of the local public, as it has 
been learned from roliable sources that Jelal Bayar's 
activities and movements during his last visit to 
izmir were closely and ostensibly watched by the 
local state police. It has been reported that when 

ut. bLeyar paid @ social oall on the wife of an old 
friend et her Louse situated at Goztepe two men in 
Civilian cbthes arrived on a motor bicycle and stood 
near the door of the house until ur. Bayar left the 
building. 4s it 1g known that no civilian is allowed 
to use szotor bicycles, with the exception of police- 
men, it was readily surmised thut the house in question 
was watohed for probable secret visitors. In the 
occasion of Calal Baysr's departure fro i Izmir on 
February 13, 1946, two policemen in uniform were seen 
et the stetion recordins, in 4 very conspicuous ianner, 
the names of his friends and associates who were 
present at the station. li is even reported that some 
of these persons were watched by the police for several 
days ufter velai Layer's departure from [antir. 


4.. this connection it is stated that some of the 
persous who have joined the new parties are nm! ready 
experienciny difficulties in their dealings with the 
Covernuent. itv has beer learned thet »them ‘enderes, 
formerly the -.ayor and the vresidert of the Paoplets 
rarty at aydin, who has now joined the '‘emocretic 
Perty is bein; subjected to a very severe and 
vexatious scrutiny by vovernment inspectors for his 
official acts during the past 6 years when, as the 
wayor, he was iu oharge of the distribution of euto- 
mobile tires, gasoline and other articles at Aydin. 

# further exeuple of malevolent sttitude sdopted by 
the  overnaent toward those who join the new parties 
is cited in the case of « local prosperous business=- 
man whose office was virtually raided by several tax 
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-le = 


inspectors, a few days after he announced that he had 
resigned frou the People’s Party and had joined the 
new National Rehabilitation Party, and his booke and 
oorrespondenoe files were carried away in a Coveern- 
ment truck to be examined for tax evasion. It is 

not known whether these measures were applied aa 

@ result of instructions received fro. Ankara with a 
View to instilling fear to those who aspire to Join 
Opposition partles or if they were manifestations 

of antipathy felt toword dissenters by over-zealous 
local officiuls. There are many observers who still 
malutain the view that the vemoeratie “erty 13 only 

@ “somprouise" or .anization receiving its instructions 
frow the headquarters of the : eople's arty at Ankara 
and tliat the objeet of its formation is to Give the 
erroneous Llopression to the world that because of the 
existence of opposition pariieg in the political life 
or thu country, the proseat revime ia ‘iurkey i3 not 
totalitarian. iliea notion is apparently based on 
Velal weyur's slow behavior and discreet end even 
respectful conduct toward tha “eople's vurty. Jurther- 
more he has always been acoused of belug tue preotical 
originator of “etatisue" i: Turkey. Ceznt tsay, 4 
ooal businessian who is personally known to tus 
vonsulote and who has recently been elucted the 
sresident of the eity organization of the eiocratle 
survy is lamir, ateted in a private interview that 
velai Gayar had ,~restly chanyed his views regarding 
the application of the pringiples of “etatisme’ and 
iu fuct nis conception of this coeirine had uever 
been tse present polioy of the . eople's arty in 
intervenin, una iuteurferring in every phase of 
business or ordinary activities of the citizens. 

wD. Kutsuy iso stuted that there was no question 

of & Gomprosise in the orvautuation of the Jeno- 
eretic :arty and thet this party shoul’ be steady 

and circunspect iu its criticisms of the overnnent, 
@specialiy in view of tue international situation 

and voviet aspirations affeotine Turkey's integrity. 
4t is very ensy, he ucded, to form a new onnosition 
perty i. curkey, us virtualiy every citizen in the 
Country nes grievances a ainst the Jovernment and 
toere do no sign of rupentanee or reSor. in domesztie 
Matters on the pert of the vuople's arty. "Va an 
Quknown Citizen vita ao omexround would have 
thousands of followers if he attempted to fora an 
Opposition party. Gut, he aeelured, velol “4yar and 
other duudars of tie emosratic arty ure anxious to 
direot only “quulity" oritieisns against the Govern- 
meat after cureful preparution.  therwise, he stuted, 
with the presunt temperament of the public and 
obstinate uteltude of the .overnmant, iudisoriminate 
attacks and oritictsas would only result tu anarchy 
aud olwos witch would be detrimentel to the country's 
luterests and which would probably lead to the 
abolition of tia opposition parties by the Covernesnt, 
as it heppened In 1930. In “xr. Kutsay's view the 
formation of the “emovratic vearty 1a already heaving 
beneficiul effeots on tre oatblile life of the country. 
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Dbher Politionl vente: 


vate in the month it was announced that tha 
Committees for the eity of Lumir (an organta:tion 
subordinate to the Vilayet Comittea) of the 
Vemooratio larty was formed. This Committee was 
composed of 4 businessmen and 1 Jewish doctor. 
The inolusion of a member of a minority race wes 
considered to be a significant and novel step. 
‘the various distriot sub-committees in Iznir 
which were formed Later, Luclude at lenst 2 sther 
Jewian meubers. 


2t wos also ennounced that varfoua businessmen 
iu idaly had anaonyoously contributed through a local 
D&D sesse 100,000 to the Deroerrtio varty's fund, 
whlen dagluded a doastion of 7.1.56,009 by one 
wealthy buszinesaman. 


AU bhe ena of the month five branches of the 
vesocratvio «arty uad been opened in various ‘azas 
and townships in the “flayet of Yzmir, and tempo- 
rury committees (onlled Initiatin, Covusittees) had 
been formed. 


al wee Giso reported tiet a deiiy newspaper 
woulda shortly be published by the : esoeratic arty 
ia laiair. 


it-ls stated tbat tue other osposition party, 
bie Asclogal .eneodilitation arty, is gaining favor 
with t.6 .eneral publie aore rapidly because of its 
program acvocating individualism, Liberal trade 
prinviples, bieanerul legiulsture, abolition of 
vonpulaory aliitary serviow end other points which 
Bre Opposed to the poliay of the :eopla's “arty. 
Tut due to the absenve of proulnent volitiotans 
@ud gupable organizers aiougat ts Leaders its 
JTOUre3B 15 leas spootacular. It is salao aatd that 
vhis party's fliunnodal sltuation in not proctahiac. 
‘Navever, despite Wie fact that no orrantizat of 
thia party hos ye@™S42cbiiehed fa tie aity ot Tumir, 
no less then 8 crunches were opened in the suburbs 
or iusir oud in the Kagss of the Vtlayet. 





Zt has 6150 bean UNoNneed thas ceny prominent 
eitivons Lu vdenls ai apiga have appaiad *. “ikmet 
bayer, .eputy Cros isa, who ws recently Iigedesed 
from the eople's arty for hia outspoken orittotsas 
of the overnment at Lis tund ational ssseably for 
the formation of a new and seperate opposition party. 
it has aiso been rusorsd thet o gockol emooratioa 

erty, a8 well ag e Jochalis. Sarty will be organ- 
feed dn the noir future. The tendenoy for increasing 
tie nunber of parties iu .urkey is not reperded with 
favor in loom @ircles. « wesd known and onlichtomed 
Looel busLiegauan recently stated thet what “urkey 

1 OPe3er wag xr oT r Da r 
WETS ASS aREL UG RaP ee PEE OG PE BOSS Bh 7G perty 
Opposed to corruption und fevoritian i. -overuuent 
as wel. ay to interfere in co mercial mitturs, Less 
ulsyogud FO obletation and interventisnlat sstneds 
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in the traditions, the musio and the lenvuage of the 
people. in his view such a party should be led by an 
experienced and respected politioLan, suo ag Reuf 
Orbey, who hes an unblemished charaoter and who is 
admired for his Liberal views, for his past serviaes 
to the nation and who da familiar with the denooratia 
working of 4 covernnent on western lines. 


she disclosures made in the .stanbul preao recard- 
dng dile,el eotivitivs tn various branohes of the 
sinietry of Customs and «onopolies which resulted in 
the roalynasion of the .faiater, ware road with deep 
interest,but with no agurprise, in lovul ofroles. In 
Chi» conncetion tne acousation as vo the corruption 
Of more thon 60 por cent of all the  overmarut 
@mpioyees, of high and lower grades, was repoated. 
it was also stuted that the resignation or disaiasal 
of w vabinel .inister followin, disclosures made by 
& newapaper was a very rere vvent in Surkish polltioal 
iistory. « few observers ere of the opinion thet 
evine inister cormoo,lu in this instance haa dis- 
phayed his uauel subtlety by a:peuring tolerant vo 
press vriticisas anc eetdii: avon ther, o8 tf he had 
declueu Lo arrest the publisher of the editor of the 
attacking uevapoper, Le the sae amnmner as the publish- 
ers wad the writers of other letanbul newapypers who 
are now ia prigon for oriticivtiu the Covernient, he 
Woula huve ho evidenve for nia sssertion thet the 
re;ime tu vurkey Le Geaouratio, and that it is less 
autocratic ani toteiiverian tie enerul sransola 
adwiuistrotion in spoda. 





she 29GhL JUbLte wes alao gebhatied with rhe 
sebticignt of the situation at cue Jdeals unlol- 
padity. in vrevious politica. reports it was 
mentioned that tie cunkoipasr vounekh of Udeuis hed 
passad & vole of non-coufidence iu the uyor of the 
town, but the Vari of .amir bead insisted that the 
MYER SHOUuLG Goutiuue wo perfors hig duvivs, and when 
he soporte: Yor futenbui dus to ots untenable postion, 
the Jeii ha. appyluted o Overusveny cierk Fo aeh as 
Ul uyor. oh swbruaty 20, 2ded, At was annaounead 
Bat bio .eabers oF biw  Undeload vouucil had sleotad 
Bike wyOr woo hed vosnenowd biw uuties. 


tae SiC Uo Velieous Lue vlad und bls ownur of 
bas Rewapiper “seid -KOudal ve . lyase’ redecred to 
in previous froports, eiaed on sebruary is, 4vd6, shen 
the looal vourt ruled in favor of te owner und tie 
editor of % © nesspnper noguliting towu of ouurnes 
Of pubicenday, puositiua, artivies despite the deolured 
poliey of tude publication which 1s eeonoalu and 
eCusereia.. 
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Local Reaction to 3. t : 

With the exception of domestic political situation, 
the relations between U.S.5.R. and Turkey have been 
the main topic of interest in all local circles. The 
statement made by British Foreign secretary Jrnest 
Bevin as to his desire to see friendly relations 
develop between Turks and Soviet and his unwillingness 
to regard Turkey as a satellite of U.s.5.R. was 
received with appreciation and enthusiasm. Secretary 
of state Syrnes' declaration on the same subject made 
on February 28 has also caused much favorable comment. 


03st of the looal businessmen view the situation 
in this respect with creat sonoern, and rerard the 
possibility of a war between the Yestern Democracies 
and U.35.3.R. in which Turkey, in their opinion will 
be unavoidably involved, as a disastrous eventuality. 
Professional classes, many Sovernnent officials and 
others, especially the younger ceneration consider 
the situation as already hopeless and the war 
inevitable. It 41s -enerally said that the soviet 
/overnment as weil the “overnnments of the United 
states and (Great #Hritain have already zone too far 
in their positions with regard to international 
problems to expect a yraceful withdrawal either side. 


s highly placcd local official ssid in this 
connection that the policy of appeasenent adopted 
toward .oviet leaders, the same as lia the case of 
nitlLer, has failed. ‘he ‘lurks knew all the time 
thet it woul: fail. The Turks who have fought 
seven wars with the iussians during the last two 
centuries know that it is useless to attempt to 
appease them when they feel that they are strony. 
The only remaining practical policy is to try to 
reform "the spoiled glantchild" of the western 
Democracies by inflicting corporal punishment. 
in this official's opinion, in case of hostilities 
apeainst U.s.o.k., Turkey would probably suffer more 
than eny other country has suffered during the last 
wer, but the surviviny vurks would at least be able 
to live in peace for severnl decades without threats 
or "war of nerves". 


It may be said that with the exception of 
businessmen who esvpear to take an alarmin: view of 
the situation and who atiil hone that a solution 
may be found to cali the ‘orless without recourse 
to arms, the majority of the local public seens to 
take a fatalistic view of tho situntion. 


it has aiso been reported in izmir thet the 
voviet cmbagsy at wikara hes used considerable 
bressure before the turkish Government during the 
dast swo wonths with the object of having the 
alliance between this country and creat Britain 
abrogated by vurkey anc sipniny a new treuty of 


alliance 


- an - e. \ 


alliance between U.3.35.R. and Turkey. It is asserted 
that this request has been refused by the Turkish 
Government on the ground that the existing alliance 
between Turkey and Great Britain did not preclude 

the signing of a treaty of alliance between this 
country and U.3.3.R. 


In this connection rumors have been in ofroulation 
for several weeks regarding quiet preparations of 
Turkiah military authorities. It is said that the 
12th Army Corps whioh has been stationed in Iamir 
since 1959 has recently been gradually moving to 
Gallipoli, although its Commander is still in Izmir. 

It is also reported that the Military Camp for training 
reserve army officers stutioned in lzmir was moved 
eerly in february to the Dardanelles district, and 

that the reserve officers who would have been released 
from duty during the normal course of events at the 

end of December and January heve not yet been released, 
and that the army recruiting authorities have attempted 
to seize spacious premises in Izmir on the prospect 

of the inoreasing activities (Special memorandum from 
this consulate dated February 28, 1946). 


It has also been learned that many reserve officers 
in Izmir have been recently called to colors and were 
sent to ‘astern Vilayets. 


It is also rumored that »resident Inonu secretly 
visited the Dardanelles front several weeks ago and at 
@ meeting of young reserve officers told them that in 
case of an aggression against Turkey on the part of 
U.S.3.R., this country expected a great deal fron 
the forces on that front and if the Turkish foroes 
could resist the onslaught for a short period the 
wer between iurkey and U.S.5.R. would soon be 
transformed to a war betwoen U.3.3.R. and Creat 
britain. ‘resident Inonu stressed the point that 
there should be no provocation on the part of 
Turkish foroes in this respect. 


blilis A. Johngon 


amerioan Viee Consul. 


- 23 « 
800 
Bllia «a. Johnaon/ebd 
CONFI UUN TIAL 
sources: 
Interviews with: 
Looal and visiting -overnment officials, 
vonsular Colleagues, 
Local businesawen - nativ. and foreign, 
Looal and transleat journalists, 
LoGal press und published information, 
data and statistics, 
-@rsonal observation and investiration. 
Distribution: 


Vriginal and svopy to imbassy, Ankara, 
vopy to Counselor of ambassy for .sononio Affairs, 
Vopy to vonsulate cenvral, Istanbul, 
vopy to vivision of Near sastern affeirs, 

VY sopy to civision of Ventral Services, 
Vopy of chipping Jeotion to diyron LL. Blaok, Attache 

of wmbassy, adviser on Jhipping for the 
“editerranean Area, american imbassy, Rome, 

“opy for files. 


EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





No. 4584 Paris, March 16, 1946 


Restricted i 
— ° 


13 


Subgect: Despatch from Ankara concerning 
article on Kurdistan which appeared 


in Le Monde o Devanhers, 1946. 


Son 5 % Wav 
hes oO ) a 
e Honorable js Kode ( a 


The Secretary State, 
Washington %, 
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DEPAQTMENT NE GTP TE 
MAR 25 PM 





Sins 


I have the honor to refer to despatch No. urd Pee a 
dated December 28, 1945, from the American Unmbassy Ds Of 
ankara, pertaining to an article which anpesared in theZS 8 
Turkish newspaper Hurses, consisting of alleged -exeerpts—— 

from an article which appeared in the French newspaper ee c 
Le Monde. 





it has been ascertained that this article, entitied 7? 
"Kurdistan's awakening", appeared in Le londe for aesdece | eos 
December 4, 1945, which is distributed as an afternoon 

If paper the day before, This article is forwarded herewith. ‘ 

On the whole, the Turkish article translates faith- .: 
fully the paragraphs reproduced from the French article, 
excepting for certain points which may or may not be inten- 
tional. There are certain geographical references which 
are erroneous and which could be mere transpositions. in 
connection with the reference to the Vreaty of avres, 
the Turkish text declares: ". . . ratified the Constitu- 
tion detianded by the Kurds." ‘he i'rench text, on the 
other hand, declares: ™. . . recognized the legitimate 
aspect of their (the iurds') aspirations." 


4 more tendentious modification of the article 
appears at a later paragraph where reference is made to 
tne ilurds' revolt of 1925 in Turkey. ‘The Turkish text 
says: ", . . This action was unfortunately bound to 
failure." ‘the French text is: ". . . sut because of a 
lack of rational organization aud more especially because 
of lack of a united comand, this movement failed." as 
it can be seen, the word "unfortunately" has been added 
by the Turkish translator. 
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The paragraph dealing with the fate of the lurds 
‘living within the boundsries of the U.8.S.i. has been 
translated so as to stress somewnat the favorable regime 
granted by the Soviets, ‘This, however, leads to an 
omission which changes the tone of the whole articles 
‘ihe entire next to the last nuragraph reading as follows 
Tas been neglected: : 

CR ONE nit jl 
my ao tee | "Should 


BAT 


———$ 


Ti 





"Should we therefore consider that the 
Russians--to whom certain circles attribute 
the responsibility. for the insurrectional 
movement in Azerbaidjan--may be thinking of 
using the Kurds eventually in a two-fold 
push towards the Mediterranean and the Persian 
Gulf? However, in its latest note to the 
Iranian Government the U.S.S.R. has denied 
having given any assistance to the Kurds as 
well as to Mulla Moustafa." 


The omission of this paragraph, which is anything but 
friendly towards the Soviets, clarifies the true meaning 
of the last paragraph and changes the significance of 
the entire context and justifies the apparent surprise 
expressed in the Turkish paper about the insertion of 
such an otherwise pro-Soviet article in the conservative 


Monde. LN 


Z 


Respectfully yours, ,” 


Jd n Caffery 


Enclosure: wy 


1. Article from lis Night, ate 


December 4, 1945, J 


Ridgway B. knight:afh:alc 
Original and hectograph to Department. 
Copies to Ankara, Moscow, and Baghdad. 


Enclosure to despatci No. 4584, dated 


March 1, lode, 


from Paris imbassy 


Le iionde, December 4, 1945. 


LE REVEIL D 


Au moment ot les troubles de iran 
retiennent l’altention du monde ct met- 
tent a Uéprenve la solidarité des « Trois 
Grands » dans le Moyen-Orient, il nous 
a paru intéressant de publier un arlicle 
Wensemble sur les répercusstons que 
Uinsurrection de VAzerbaidjan risque 
davoir en Turquie et en Irak. Notre cor- 
respondant du Catre y traite en effet des 
aspirations des Kurdes a Vindépendance, 
des lultes quis ont Livrées depuis un 
quart de siecle pour Voblenir, et de la 
situation stratégique capitale du Kurdis- 
tan dans le Moyen-Orient. 


Le Gaire, décembre (De notre corres- 
pondant particulier). — On pouvait lire 
ces jours-ci, dans un article du Times, 
consacré aux conséguences de la révolte 
Azerbaidjan : « La Turquie et l'Irak 
possédent une minorité kurde, qui leur a 
ecausé beaucoup d'inquiétudes, Aucun des 
deux ne verra d'un bon oil I'établisse- 
ment d’un centre nationaliste kurde juste 








| au dela de ses frontiéres, » 


Ainsi, la question kurdo revient sur Ic 
tapis. On en connail les données. Le Kur- 
distan, qui constitue un territoire continu 


| de Ja mer Noire au golfe Persique, était 


partagé, avant la premiére ruerre mon- 
diale, entre la Turquie et la Perse. Une 
elile communauté kurde était, en ou- 
re, Gtablic_ cn Lussie. 

Les Kurdes, au nombre de 8 & 9 mil- 
lior.s environ, apparticnnent au groupe 
racial indo-européen. Généralement de 
religion musulmane d’appartenance sun- 
nile, ils comptent une cerlaine minorité 
ohrélienne, 

Forltement homogéne, le bloc kurde — 
dont les origincs remonteraicnt a 2.000 
ans avant J.-C. — résista efficacement & 
toute tentative d’assimilation. Ce natio- 


; nalisme farouche devait ¢tre la source 


d'un perpétuel conflit entre les Kurdes et 
leurs conquérants, 

A la fin de la guerro 1944-18, toute- 
fois, les Kurdes purent penser avoir en- 
fin oblenu leur Indépendance. Le traité 
de Sévres, signé cn 1920 en présence 
dun délégué kurde, le générab Chérif 
Pacha, reconnaissait, en effet, la légili- 
mité de leurs aspirations. Les articles 62, 
63 et 64 de ce traité prévoyalent la eréa- 
tion d'un Etat kurde indépendant, 

Le coup d'Ktat kémaliste devait ruiner 
les espoirs kurdes, Les dispositions du 
traité de Sévres ne furent jamais pe 
qucées. Au contraire, 1 + accords de Lau- 
sanne, en 1923, annulérent ces stipula- 
tions, Le Kurdistan, par Veffet des con- 
ventions qui liquidérent la premiére 
guerre mondiale, fut partagé cntre la 
purgule, Vlran, I'frak, la Syric et la 
Tussle 
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(96ud ap MD ap an 
Lesenuraes ne eres 
ner, Les révollez succeder 
tes — en Turguic cl en Irak 
ment. 

En Turquie, Cheik Said, prenant, en 
1925, la téte d'un fort groupe de par- 
tisans, marcha sur Diarbékir, Des sou- 
lévements locaux, dans ie méme tem 
se produisaient un peu parlout, Ms: 
faute dorganisation rationnelle et sure 
tout d'unllé de commandement, ce mou- 
yement échona. 

La répression fut terrible. Le tribunal 
spécial de Diarbekir ne prononga pas 
moins de 800 condamnations & mort. 

Quelques années plus tard, cependant, 
en 1930, la iutte devait reprendre, menée 
dans la région de l’Agri-Dagh par le t= 
néral kurde Ihsan Nouri, Apres des 
combate acharnés, les Kurdes, manquant 
de ravilaillement, furent contraints de se 
disperser. Ils se réfugitrent dans les 
fs montagneux, de Sasoum ct de 
Dersin, ott une guérilla sc poursuivié 
jusqu'en 1938. 

En Irak, la premibre révoi 
de 1919, avant la conel 
de Sevres, fut fomentée par Cheik Mahe 
moud E! Barazan, Battu & Drenda- Bazim, 
Cheikh Mahmoud se rendit aux Brilun- 
niques, Déporté aux Indes, il revint en 
Irak en 1922 pour furmer dans le Kur- 
distan-Sud, d'accord avec les Anglais, sn 
Etat kurde independant. 


(Lire la suite en 2° page, 1" colonne) 
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Gpublique fédérative yougoslave comme 

micre élipe vers un bloe des Slaves 

u Sud soumis & Vinfluence russe. 

La formation d'un tel bloc, compres 
sant la Yougoslavie, l'Albanic et la Bul- 
estime-t-on, que renfor- 
er Mt positign'de TU. KR, S'S. en Lurope 
rienta 


————— 


‘\ LA COMMISSION PREPARATOIRE 
DE LOK. 0. 


On mande de\Londrgs que lo délégué 
ela France & la commission préparatoire 
to lorganisation des Nations unies (0. 
f.U.) a demandé que la désignation des 
uges & Ja Cour internationale de justice 
soit ajournée aprds. le mois de janvier, 
u cas of cet ajournement ne eerait pas 

la Fr. erverail le droit 
enter Ia candidature d'une per= 
& choisig induilu personae, ow 
pays Ne faisant 
ns unies : ce 
agissait d'un 

napa 

ns ces conditions,” pou 
porter, par exemple, sur un 
suédoisc, 


aussi bien 
personnalité 


ai 





Au moment oi les troubles de Uiran 
reticnnent Ualtention du monde ct met- 
tent & Uépreuve ta solidarité des « Trots 
Grands » dans le Moyen-Orient, il nous 
a paru intéressant de publier un article 
densemble sur les répercussions que 
Vinsurrection de UAzerbaidjan risque 
d'avoir en Turquie et en Irak, Notre cor- 
respondant du Caire y tratte en effet des 
aspirations des Kurdes @ Vindépendance, 
des lultes quits ont livrées depuis un 
quart de siecle pour Vobtenir, et de la 
Situation straléyique capitale du Kurdis- 
tan dans le Moyen-Orient, 


Le Gaire, décembre (De notre corres- 
pondant particulier). — On pouvait lire 
cs jours-ci, dans un article du Times, 
consacré aux conséguenees de la réyolte 
d'Azerbaidjan a Turquie ct IIrak 
possddent une tinorité kurde, qui leur a 
causé beaucoup d'inquistudcs, Aucun des 
doux ne verra d'un bon oil I'établisse- 
ment d'un centre nationaliste kurde juste 


| au delA de ses frontiéres, » 


Ainsi, la question kurdo rovient sur le 
tapis, On en connalt les données, Le Kur- 
distan, qui constitue un territoire continu 
de la mer Noire au golfe Persique, était 
partagé, avant la premiére ruerre mon- 
diale, entre ka Turguie et la Perse, Une 

elilo communauté kurde était, en ou- 
re, Gtablic en Hussic. 

Les Kurdes, au nombre de 8 & 9 mil- 
lors environ, appartiennent au groupe 
racial indo-curopéen. Géncralement de 
religion musulmane d’appartenance 6un- 
nile, iis complent une certaine minorité 
ohrélienne, 

Fortement homogéne, le bloc kurde — 
dont les origincs remonteralcnt & 2.000 
ans avant J.-C, — résista efficacement & 
toute tentative d'assimilation. Ce natio- 
nalisme farouche devait ¢tre la source 
dun perpétuel oonflit entre les Kurdes et 
leurs) conquérants, 

A In fin de la guerro 1914-18, toute- 
fois, les Kurdes (ugal penser avoir ¢n- 
fin oblenu leur Indépendanee. Le trailé 
de Sevres, signé en 1920 cn présence 
dun délégué kurde, le générab Chérif 
Pacha, reconna it, en ¢ Ta légiti- 
milé de leurs aspirations. Les articles 62, 
63 et 64 de ce traité prévoyaient la créa- 
tlon d'un Etat kurde indépendant, 

Le coup d'Etat kémaliste devait ruiner 
les espoirs kurdes, Les dispositions du 
traité de Sévres ne furent jamais apple 
quées. Au contraire, |; accords de Lau- 
sanne, en 1923, annulrent ces stipula- 
tions, Le Kurdistan, par l'effet des cun- 
ventions qui liquidérent la premigre 
guerra mondialc, fut partagé entre la 

uic, Miran, Ifrak, la Syric et la 
Tussle. 





















Ta Turquie conservait ia partie da 
Kurdistan comprise dans les anciens vi- 
layets d'Ourfa, Malu Kharpourt, Er 
geroum, Van, Bitlis, Diarbckir et Hoka 
peuplss, aujourd'hui, de pius de 4 mi 
tions de Kurdes. 

L'lran, oulre la province portant Ie 
nom de’ Kurdistan, gatdait. le Kirman- 
chah, Ie Louristan, le Poelite-Koul et lo 
Bakhtliyar, tevritoires habit’s” par prés 
de 3 millions et demi de Kurdes. 

I'Irak recevait les fameuses régions 
pétroliféres de Mossoui et de Kirkow 
ainsi que la contrée qui, bien au dela ¢ 
Soulemunyé, s'Stend  jusqu'aux confins 
méridionaux du Kurdistan, 3 une. po- 
pulation kurde supérieure & un million 
dames. 

La Syric. avec la Djezireh, le Kurd- 
Dagh eb les rivages orientaux de TEu- 
phrate, se voyait. allribuer un terriloire 
ant 250,000 Kurdes. 





























.. enfin, 


g conservail un petit 
pment kurde 


Wenviren 160,000 





group 
ames, 
* 
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Les Kurdes ne devaient jamais s‘ineli- 
ner. Les révulles succcderent aux révor~ 
tes — en Turguie ct en Irak nolam- 
ment. 
En Turquie, Cheik Said, prenant, en 





1925, la ttte d'un fort groupe de par- 
tisans, marcha sur }iar Des svu- 
levements locaux, dans ie méme temps, 









se produisaient un peu parlout. Mais, 
faute d'organisation rationnclle ct sur- 
tout d'unité de commandement, ce mou- 
vement échoua. 

La répression fut terrible. Le tribunal 
spécial de Diarbekir ne prononga. pas 
moins de 800 condamnations & mort. 


de ravilaillement, furent contr 
disperser. Ils se réfugitrent dans les 
massifs monlagneux, de Sasoum ct de 
Dersin, ott une gucrilla se poursuivié 
jusqu’en 1938. 

En Trak, la premitre révoite, qui date 
de 1919, avant Ja conclusion du traité 
de Stvres, fut fomentéc par Cheik Mah- 
moud EB! Barazan. Rattu a Drenda-Bazim, 
Cheikh Mahmoud se rendit aux Britan- 
niques, Déporté aux Indes, il revint en 
Trak en 1922 pour former dans le Kure 
distan-Sud, duccord aveo les Anglia’ 
Klat kurde independant, 


(Lire la suite en 2" page, 1" colonne) 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankera, March 18, 1946 


Noe 675 


RESTRICTED 
Subjects: Activities of Demokrat Parti. 


The: Secretary of State, 
Washington. 3 = 





With reference to the Embassy's despatch No, 637 dated 
lebruary 27, 1946, on the above subject, I have the honor to 
report that in a statement carried in the Istenbul newspapers 
Vatan, Hérses, Tesvir, Cumhuriyet and Tanin of Merch 14, 1946, 
formr Prime Minister Celel Bayar, President of the Demokrat 
Parti (Democratic Party), expressed satisfaction with the 
progress the prty had made in developing its organization. 


Mr. Bayar stated that "in spite of our having worked 
slowly and ceutiously, Provisional Boards of Administration 
have been set up in sixteen provincial centers, thirty-six 
districts, and also in subedistricts, in the one and a hlf 
months which have elapsed since we set up our first Provisional 
Board of Administration." 


The formr Prime Minister admitted that the Demokrat 
Ferti was “meeting with certain difficulties," caused, he 
said, by "the suggestions and views spread everywhere th t 
our party has come into being as a pretense, and that it is 
nothing but a transitory undertaking...A sham must be the 
result of a two-sided agreement, and would lower both sides. 
As I have said before, it is impossible to accuse the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Pertisi (Republican Peoples' Party) or our 
own party of such a degrading act. Besides, public opinion, 
which has followed the birth of the Demokrat Parti, is now | 
in possession of sufficient proof to repudiate this erroneous 
insinuation." 


Mr. Bayar, in concluding his statement, attacked the 
efforts of what he termed “certain second and third rate 
people to limit the development of our perty" by suggesting 
that the existence of an opposition party is a blow to national 
unity. He declared that Turkey now is sufficiently mature to 
be able to make a twoeparty system work, end he expressed 
the conviction that this is also the opinion of "those who 
hold the administration of the country in their hands." 
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Anoth-r attempt to combat what seems to be a fairly 
widespread feeling that the programs of the i 
Partisi and the Demokret Parti are so similar that there is 
little to choose between them was made by Dr. Fkrem Hayri 
Ustandag, President of the Provisional Boerd of Adninistration 
of th Demokrat Parti for Izmir in an interview published in 
the Immir newspaper Yeni Asir of February 27, 1946. Dr. 
Ustendag, whose interpretation was disputed by the editorial 
writer for the newspaper, but was reiterated in a statement 
to Vatan three days later, asserted that there are “deep end 
great differences"which would be explained shortly. 


Meantime, the activities of the Demokrat Parti have 
continued to be well and filly reported in the daily press, 
Mainly these reports ere concerned with the establishment 
of local branches. Five newspapers of March 10, 1946, 
carried a story to the effect that Emin Sazak, Deputy for 
Eskegehir, h.d resigned from the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi 
and joined the Bayar group. Vatan reported that Mr. Sazak 
believed “he could better serve his country in the ranks 
of the Demokrat Parti, whose platform and principles fitted 
his own convictions." 


Indications of renewed efforts on the part of the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Pertisi to set its own house in order, have 
not been lackinge Vatan of March 15 cleimed that the older 
perty was beginning to "give itself publicity all over the 
country,“ while Cumhuriyet of March 11 said that the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi in Aydin Vilayet bad "teken mesures 
to keep members from resigning end going over to the Demokrat 
Ferti, as a result of the resignation from the e 
Halk Partisi of Etem Menderes, who had been the Cumhiriyet 
Halk Partisi President in Aydin for the past fifteen years." 
Dr. Fazil Serafeddin Burge, Deputy for Kocaeli, was quoted 
by the same newspaper es complaining that certain persons 
hed joined the Demokrat Parti while retaining their membership 
in the older party. 


Independent politicel circles in Ankara seem to be ime 
pressed with the progress being made by the Demokrat Parti in 
setting up its local branches, and with the apparent wide~ 
spread support the new party is receiving. At the same time, 
these circles stress that there are no differences of opinion 
between the two parties in so far as concerns foreign affairs; 
both are united, it is pointed out, in the determination to 
resist any Soviet territorial or other demands on Turkey 
capable of impairing the nation's sovereignty or independence 


The Demokrat 
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The Demokrat Parti, it is added, is receiving its chief 
support from elements dissatisfied with the economic policy 
of the Saracoglu Government. 


Respectfully ‘yours e 


; AS. 


Edwin C,. Wilson 
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Tass Ankara despatch published TRUD March 22 headed 
"Trial of Democratic Newspapermen in Turkey" reports 
defence of S Sertel who is said to have sub jected prosecutors 
activities to withering criticism demonstrated groundilessness 
of charges and declared that trial itself was political trie] 
and indicated Democracy does not exist in Turkey. 
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Secretary General Foreign Office, called my attention 
to United Press despatch dated New York, March 22 on 
Kurdish question which states Kurds have already revolted 
in Iran, Iraq "and perhaps also in Turkey". Dispatch 
states unnecessary to explain revolt by activities Soviet 
agents since Kurds are fanatic patriots who have never 
accepted foreign control. It refers to Turk represriocn 
with great bloodshed of Kurdish rebellions, execution of 
“6 "eminent Kurdish leaders" and deportation other leaders 
to “unhealthy regions” on Black Sea. Dispatch contains 
historical note on Kurds referring to them as "pure Aryans", 
"a great nation" constantly seeking national independence 
and scorning oppressive measures "as well as the suave 
promises of their Ottoman masters". 
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Erkin remarked this was an unusual sort of dispatch 
having appearance less of factual news than of propaganda 
slanted article. 
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Subject: Activities of Tfirk Sosyal Demokrat 
Partisi (Turkish Social Democratic 
Party). 


The: Honorabie 
eS The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

A. > 


i 


With reference to my despatch No. 615 deted February 

19, 1946, on the subject, "Formation of Tark Sosyal Demokrat 
Fertisi (Turkish Sociel Democratic Party), I heve the honor 

to repart that the Istanbul newspaper Vatan of March 10, 1946, 
carried a news item to the effect that the Tirk Sosyal Demokret 
Pertisi held a reception at the Hotel Tokatliyan, Istanbul, the 
previous day to announce formally that it had entered into 
being. 


fan 709 


From March 10 until Merch 26 the activities of this new 
party received virtually no newspaper publicity, but on the 
latter date the Istanbul newspapers Tasvir and Istanbul reported 
that Cemal Alpay, the leader of the new party, had addressed a 
=| message to the Bulgarian Social Democratic Party expressing the 
“Sf friendly sentiments of Turkish Socialists towards Bulgarians. 

; The news reports added thet this message was published by the 

mt Sofia newspaper Nearod, “organ of the Bulgarian Social Democratic 

‘) Party," on March 15, 1946. (This may be the Svoboden Narod, 
reported by the semi-official Anadolu Ajansi to be the "organ 
of the opposition Socialist Party"). Today's Ulus, official 
newspaper of the Cumhuriyet Halk Pertisi, which also carried 
the above report, declered that "Istanbul newspapers report that 
the mtter is being studied by the Veli's office, and that it 
will be known st the end of these studies whether this party 
may communicate with foreign parties." 


Arlo 








In a statement furnished to the newspaper La Republique C 
and published in its issue of March 27, Mr. Alpsy said that z 
his party wished to cooperate with Socislist parties all over the 
world and to that end was in communicetion not only with the 
party in Bulgaria, but also with those in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Columbia, the United States, Sweden; Finland, Denmark, 
EME foflend, Betgium, France, Poland, sm /the Unyted Kingdom. 
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Interior hinister Cami Laykurt, anc Sabahattin All, which 
carried on a bitter anti-Government campaign during the 
last half of 1945, 
kespectfully yours, 
for the snbassador: 


peg Pian 


Herbert S. -ursley, 
Gounselor of smbassy. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 





2 = 
TRe Honorable { Berrie 
cc The Secretary of State, 

ee Washington. 


9 1945 


In view of recent newspaper reports of renewed Kurdish 
revolts in Iran and Iraq, I have the honor to give hereunder 
a brief review of the present status of the Kurdish minority 
in Turkey. This review is largely based upon reports previ- 
ously submitted to the Department by the Embassy, together 
with material obtained from reports submitted by other United 
Stetes Government agencies in Turkey. Its purpose is to 
present in succinct form such information regarding the pres- 
ent position of the Kurds of Turkey as is obtainable here, 
together with the Embassy's appraisal of that information. 


Due both to official secrecy and the fact that they are 
settled in remote parts of eastern Anatolia, it is extrenely 
difficult to obtain any reliable information and statistical 
data with respect to the Kurds of Turkey. For this reason, 
reports of their numbers and position vary greatly, and news~ 
paper reports which have been published on the subject re- 
cently are often extremely wide of the mark. 


It appears to be official Turkish policy to deny the 
existence of a "Kurdish problem"; some Turkish officials go 
so far as to maintain tnat there is no such distinct ethnic 
group, but merely a section of the Turkish population speak- 
ing a Turkish dialect called "Kurdish." Travel in the 
Eastern Vilayets of Turkey, where most of the Kurds live, 
is rendered most difficult owing to the almost complete 
absence of roads and of rail communications, and it is al- 
most impossible for foreigners to talk freely with Turkish 
Kurds .* 


Statistical 


Zz 





*See Embassy's despatch No. 29%, dated October 23, 1945, 
transmitting Third Secretary Gnade's impressions of a trip 
in Northeastern Turkey, 
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Statistical data with respect to the Kurds of Turkey 

is, for all practical purposes, limited to the Turkish census 
of 1935, the last in which the mother tongue of registrants 
was noted. In that year, some 1,480,246 persons in fourteen 
Vilayets admitted to speaking Kurdish as their first language, 
and in six of these Vilayets (Siirt, Diyarbakir, Van, Agri, Mug 
and Mardin) these persons formed a majority of the populace. 
Owing to the possible desire of many Kurds to conceal their 
origin, it may be that the total Kurdish population of Turkey 
in 1935 was as high as 1,600,000. 


Of the fourteen Vilayets mentioned above, seven (Diyarbakir, 
Mug, Ela&ziz, Malatya, Erzurum, Sivas and Mareg) were located in 
the interior of the eastern part of Anatolia. However, one (Kars) 
bordered on the Soviet Union; one (Agri) touched both the Soviet 
and Iranian frontiers; one (Van) bordered Iran and Iraq; one 
(Siirt) was on the Iraqi frontier, and three (Urfa, Mardin and 
Gaziantep) were on the border of Syria. (Since 1935, Hakkari 
has been created from the Vilayet of Van). 


It is most unlikely that the statistics given above can 
provide much more than a clue to the present distribution of 
the Kurds of Turkey, For many years, the Turkish Republic has 
carried on a two-fold policy aimed at strongly repressing the 
Kurds and of dispersing them throughout the country (some have 
even been sent as far as Turkish Thrace). In addition, in 1936, 
after another of the series of ebortive Kurdish revolts which 
marked the latter history of the Ottoman Empire and most of 
the history of the Republic, a special Vilayet, Tungeli, was 
carved out of the Vilayet of Eléziz, and tumned into a sort 
of Kurdish "reservation," and there it is reported that large 
numbers of Kurds have been settled. Tungeli is under complete 
military administration, and is sufficiently distant from the 
borders to make it difficult for the Kurds there to communicate 
with the more active Kurds of Iraq and Iran. The Turkish leg- 
islation for the administration of Tungeli was recently renewed. 
It is reported that the previous Kurdish populations of the 
border Vilayets have now been moved some distance inland, so 
that there no longer is a homogeneous group of malcontents in 
a position to combine with Kurdish insurgents in the neighbor~ 
ing Arab states. 


The Turkish Government also applies various other measures 
calculated to minimize the threat of another Kurdish revolt. 
Kurds are in general not employed in the government service 
except in the most menial capacities, although some of them 
have passed for Turks and have managed to reach positions of 
authority (the present Vali of Istanbul, Lutfi Kirdar, whose 


family 
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family comes from the Mosul area of Iraq, is said to be a Kurd). 
Further, virtually all Kurds called up for military service are, 
like other minorities, placed in unarmed, labor units. (The 
exceptions sometimes reach commissioned rank, but none has been 
known to rise about the grade of captain.) 


The Kurds also have been deprived of their tribal organiza- 
tion, whenever possible, and have been settled in villages. 
Raiding, a form of amusement to which they are much addicted, 
has been sternly repressed, and each village is allowed only 
just enough rifles to protect its flocks against wild animals. 
The number of schools and hospitals in the Kurdish districts, 
as indeed in almost all of eastern Anatolia, is low, and com- 
munications are almost non-existent. Thus, the Kurds live a 
primitive existence, and lack the means to develop leaders and 
a sense of national self-consciousness. 


From the foregoing rather sketchy information, it seems 
possible to reach a few generalized conclusions; iee., (1) the 
policy of the Turkish Government toward the Kurds of Turkey is 
one based almost entirely upon considerations of military se- 
curity; (2) the Kurds of Turkey have been moved away from the 
borders and dispersed; (3) the Kurds of Turkey have no outstand- 
ing leaders and are out of direct touch with the Kurds of 
neighboring countries; (4) it appears unlikely that any organ- 
ized movement for an independent "Kurdistan" would have much 
success in Turkey at the present time. 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


Ws 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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CONFIDENTIAL ec ee 





Subject: Successes of Adherents of the New Democratic 
Party in Jurkish Chamber of Commerce Elections. 


[ “WENT Cr Sua 

t ee Th 18s 

The Honorable i BISON 
The Secretary of State, ~ 


Washington. 





Six? 

I have the honor to report that in the past few 
days the Turkish press has reported the "winning" of 
elections to the executives of two local Chambers of 


Commerce by members of the Chambers who are adherents of 
the new Democratic Party. 


On April 12, 1946 the Istanbul Vatan announced that 
the elections of the Samsun Chamber of Gormerce had been 
won by members of the Democratic Party, and on April 15, 
1946 a similar report appeared with regard to elections 
of the Manisa Chamber of Commerce. Although it was not 
definitely so stated, the implication is that a complete 
slate of Democratic Party candidates was successful. 





These events give strong support to the widely held 
-j; belief that Turkish business in general, and the export 
Fay merchants in particular, are unsympathetic toward the 

' dominant Republican People's Party because they do not 
like the Party's etatistic economic policy. It is true 
that the Democratic Party is not officially opposed to 
etatism; indeed, it could not well take any such stand, 
since etatism is one of the six "arrows" of Kemalism 
Which have been embodied in the Turkish constitution. 
Nevertheless, it becomes more and more clear that the 
Democratic Party will in practice work toward the restric- 
tion of State enterprise and the granting to individual 
entrepreneurs of a greater role in the country's economy. 
In fact, it seems likely that this will be the principal 
point of actual difference between the programs of the 
Democratic Party and the Republican People's Party. [o) 
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Yhe appearance of party politics in the Chamber of p> 
Commerce elections was criticized by Editor A. E- Yalman &N 
of the liberal Vatan (April 13, 1946), in an editorial 


in which 


-2- 


in which he referred to the Samsun elections and to a 
report that a candidate for office in the Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce was being opposed on the ground 
that he was not a member of the Republican People's 
Party. Mr. Yalman also cited the recent action of an 
association of bakers in announcing that it would affil- 
late itself with the Republican People's Party. In Mr. 
Yalman's opinion this is carrying politics too far and 
is certain to have most undesirable results. 


Respectfully yours, 


Edwin C. Wilson 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, April 19, 1946 





No. 748 
UNRESTRICTED De ff 
Subject: Foreign Minister Saka's Press Conference 
on April 16, 1946. ir 
(cate 
The Honorable ; i 
The Secretary of State, s i 
Washingtone 
Sir: 


I have the honor to transmit herewith, in translation 
from the Turkish, the text of a press conference accorded by 
Foreign Minister Hasan Saka to a group of American newspapermen 
on April 16, 1946. This text is completely non-officiel, 
having been taken from the Istanbul mwspaper Vetan of April 17, 
1946; it was not carried in the semi-official Anadolu Ajensi 
(Anatolian News Agency), and no official text has been issued. 


It will be noted that Mr. Saka answered several questions 
with respect to the possible revision of the Montreux Convention, 
seying that there is no question of Turkish sovereignty over 
the Straits being impaired but simply “the opening of the Straits 
to the ships of all nations," In reply to other questions, the 
Foreign Minister declared that there had been no official 
Soviet demands for Turkish territory. Regarding the United 
Nations, he pointed out that Turkey was satisfied with the 
Security Council's handling of the Iranian question, was opposed 
to the veto right of the permanent members of the Security 
Council, and would not view with favor Soviet claims to trustee- 
ship over the Dodecanese Islands and 
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To the Department in Original and Hectograph 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, London 
American Embassy, Moscow 


SOURCE: VATAN, Istenbul, 
April 17, 1946 


THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAD A TALK 
WITH AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. 
Basen Seka*s Importent Statements 


Ankara, 16th (AcE. Yalman by telephone). The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Hasan Sake received today the American newspapermen 
at the Foreign Office, and hed an interview with them in the form 
of questions and answers, The first question asked was the 
following: 


What is Turkey*s view as regerds the modification of the Montreux 
Convention® 


The opinion of the United States on this problem is already known. 

I do not know which provision of the Convention it will be necessary to 
changee The United States, England and Turkey have agreed in the 
matter of principle. The presence cf states interested in this 
problem is essential at this conference. 


When will the conference be held? 


The date of the conference depends on the decision of the great 
powers. 


Has Soviet Russia communicated her desire for the convocation of the 
conference for the purpose of modifying the Montreux Convention? 


Soviet Russia, as one of the principally interested powers will 
certeinly attend the conference which will gather for the purpose 
of emending the Convention. But so far Soviet Russia has not 
indicated which points she wants to have changed, and there ms 
been no exchange of views between Turkey an. Russia as regerds 
this subject. 


Will the mtter of modifying the Straits Convention be submitted to 
the Security Organisation? 


I do not think so. 
How is the conference going to convene? 
The interested powers will invite the conferees to meet. This 
is not an urgent mtter. I do not believe that this conference 
will be held before ths peace conference completes its task. 
Should it become necessary to turn the Straits into an international 
zone, will Turkey trensfer her rights of sovereignty over the Straits 
to an internetional body? 


No, never, 


No, never. Turkey cammot make the slightest seerifice from 


her rights of sovereignty, end connot admit any foreign control 
whatsocevers 


What will happen should the Russiens demand bases on the Straits? 


There exists no such problem, The whole mtter consists of 
opening the Straits to the ships of all mtionse 


Cen you comment on the tension im Turkish-ftussian relations? 
I know nothing but what I read in newspapers. 
Is there any claim on Kars, Ardehen and the Straits? 
I heard rumors, But there has been no official claim. 
Don't you consider the Soviet radio as official? 
Certainly not, 


Are there any news and indications regarding Russian militery move- 
ments in the Kars and Ardahan regions? 


From time to time news on such mtters is appeering in the news- 
papers, but we have no information om troop concentrations, In 


point of fact, there exists no Kars and Ardehan problem insofer as 
we are concerned. 


Can you make a comparison between this problem and the Iranian situa- 
tion? 


In view of the fact that there has been no claim addressed to us 
we have no compleiat to make at the Security Organization. Should 


@ new situation develop we shall consider then what ought to be 
donee 


Has the Security Organization conducted the Iranian affair satise 
factorily? 


The Iranian question has not yet been settled. Discussions are 
going on at the Security Orgenizetion. According to our opinion, 
however, the problem hes been well conducted. I am strongly 
convinced that satisfactory results will be obtained in all 
matters to be submitted to the Security Organization. 


What is your opinion on the world Charter? Are you opposed to the 
right @ veto? 


At Sen Francisco we favored equality between all states, lerge 
and small. The right of veto in principle is contrary to the 
sovereign rights of nations. I hope that the provisions pertaining 
to this point in the Charter will be modified im a manner in keeping 
with general principles. However, as 4 provisional measure we 
used our vote at San Franciseo in favor of the right of veto. 


What does 


@“3e 


What does Turkey as a Medi 


terrengen stete think as regerds Russia's 
trusteeship claims over Tr. 


ipolitenia and the Dodecanese? 


We have no official information as regerds such a Russian clein, 
but the consequences of such a desire on the part of Russia are 
only too obviows. You know thie just as well as I do. Turkey is 
a Mediterransan stete. Our policy is perallel to that followed 
by states on whose side we ere found. Turkey is closely 


interested in the policy pursued by other nations in regard to 
the Mediterranean states, 


The remsining pert of the interview concerned the Middle Eastern 
Problem, the Arab League, the Seadabad Pact, and the Balkans. 
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UARESTRIOTED a 
: ; REAR EASTERN 1 AFFAIRS} 
Subject: Transmitting List of Turkish a 
Cabinet Members, 
m = 
3 
The Honorsble 
“ The Secretary of State, 
: Washington. 


I have the honor to enclose, for the Department's 
records, a list of the members of the Turkish Cabinet, 
corrected as of today's date. In addition to showing the 
names of the Ministers, the list shows their constituencies, 
marital status, and the nemes of the Directors of their 
private secreteriats. 
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Ds . 
Edwin C. Wilson 
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(Bnclosure No. 1 to Despatch 754 
dated April 20, 1946, Ankera.) 


MEMBERS OF TURKISH CABINET 
(In Order of Precedence) 














Winistry 
President of Council Mune. Fuad Bayramoglu 
Justice - Sekir Pasinler 
National Defense Mme. Selemi Toluney 
Interior Affairs - Fethi Tansuk 
Foreign Affairs Mme, Adil Derinsu 
Finance Mme. Hasan Lutfi Sugut i 
Netional Education Mine. Temail ekki ULudsg 
Public Works Mme, Reyyan Erben : 
Economy - Kazim Bstay 
‘Dee Sead Konuk Bursa Health end Social o Dr, Ata Ghelen 
pee Assistance 
Tehsin Cogken Kestamonu Customs and Monopolies Mme. Fethi Askin 
Sevket Ragit Hatipoglu Menise Agriculture Mme. Hilmi Ozterhben bi 
f General Ali Fuad Cebesoy Konya Communications = Ali Rize Goruh 
‘ait Keradeniz Trabzon Commerce Mine. Ziya Gdkmen ‘4 
Konya Labor Mme. Suat Seren 


On eee 4. Seydan: Sinan Tekelioglu. 
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No. 765 Fi gy 
RESTRICTED 6. 
DIVISION \. 
NEAR EAST’ _.FFAIRS | 


Subject: Results of Recent By-Elections 
for Grand National Assembly. 


The Honopable 
The: Secretary of State, 
- Washington. 


Sir: 


3 I have the honor to report that in by-elections 
for the Grand National Assembly held in four constit- 
uencies on Sunday, April 21, 1946, the following 
Deputies were elected: 


1. Istanbul: Yahya Kemal Beyatli, well-known 


2. Kutahya: Emin Toktar, President of the 
Provincial Board of Administrators of the 


Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's 


Party). 


3. Nigde: Rifat Gursoy, Director of Laws in 
te Grand National Assembly. 


979%-~/00°L98 


The last three results are of little interest, 
those elected being regular members of the Cumhuri yet 
Halk Partisi. However, in Istanbul the contest was 
extremely close, Mr. Beyatli having an edge of only 43 
votes over former Deputy Hakki Tarik Us, whose third 
unsuccessful attempt it was. It is stated from a 
generally reliable source that the "organization", 1.e., 
the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi in Istanbul, made strenuous 
endeavors to defeat Mr. Beyatli, who apparently is con- 
sidered to be a non=party man, ir not an intellectual 
independent. If there was such interference it was in 
contravention of Prime Minister Saracoglu's statement 
to the secondary electors on April 14, 1946 that there 
being no official candidates, they were free to vote as 
they chose, 


v/SO 
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The present 





sii 


me: me 


The present by-elections were conducted through 
secondary electors (chosen by the CHP at the time of 
the last general election) as has been the case in the 
ast. It was for this reason that former ge nae 
elal Bayar, on behalf of the Demokrat Parti emocratic 
Party), ir Nuri Demirag, for the Milli Kaiieinme inma Partisi 
(Party of NationalResurgence) told newspaper correspond- 
ents before the elections that their parties would not 
participate. Both said that they would abide by their 
party platforms, 1.6., to insist on the principle of 
single-stage elections, 


As an indication of Soviet interest, Vakit of 
April 22, 1946, reported that Radio Moscow had asserted 
that the Government attempted to interfere in the by- 
elections. Vakit commented that "there is no doubt that 
a Government tried to interfere with these elections. 

It was not the Turkish Government. It was the Soviet 
Government", No doubt this comment had reference to 
Radio Moscow's campaign for a change in the present 
"reactionary" Turkish Government 


Respectfull 
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Dated April 29, 1946 
RESTRICTEDDEPARTMENT OF SPAT, Rec'd 4:16 p.m. 
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DIVISION OF 

480, Aya EASEBN, APEIR® .m. : 

Later reports indicate municipal elections scheduled 
end May instead May 1 as reported Embassy's telegram 
479, April 27, 3 p.m - 
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Gia {.--'"“TNRORMATION TELEGRAM MAY 1 19¢h 
$ No Stencil - No Distribution La 
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TO CERTAIN AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR OFFICES 

CIRCULAR 

Emb Ankara suggests following reasons for calling 
grand congress of Republican People's Party for May 10 
(INFOTEL): (One) rapid progress opposition Democratic 
Party has made organizing itself; (Two) growing criticism 
of Govt failure to modify unpvonular lawe; (Three) bewilder- 
ment of many officials in face of development of two party 
system; (Four) framing of new overall economic program; 
(Five) desire to solve domestic problems before USSR opens 
new campaign regarding Straits and eastern provinces; and 
(Six) reorganization of Party itself. 

National elections now forecast for Sept or even 
earlier instead of normal Mar 1947, Some political 
observers in Turkey estimate opposition Democratic Party 


2s 


may win 100 of 455 seats in National Assembly. 
Ly. 


Beirut, Cairo, Moscow, London, 
Nanking, ‘Sofia, penia,. _and 


ag q 
« me “DOR NR Sint 
wen RES shfh 4/30/46 : : 
Enciphered by eas . 
Ce ee ne ae ee 
U. B, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-25203-1 
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Amerioun Viee Consul. 






there are «iven below ites regarding taportant 
political davelopmaents which oceurred in this consular 
district during the sonth of April, 1946. 


bevelopmentg und vecurrences 1) LOvg8l Consujor © 


Mr. Viotor Vineent Cusden, the new losal %ritish 
vonsud Veneral, completed his offictal oalls and 
visits upon leading loevl offioials during the first ) 
art of the month of April, 1¥46, auch onlls having , 
included the +resident, te Jive "resident and the 
“oretary vperal of the Jgair Jhanber of Jonmeroe. 

-@ Lisowige called upoa the cditors of the AMNADOLU 
Ond feicd wih, lendin= loosl newspapers, nnd as well 
visited other meabers of the Looal press. in doin, 
this he oreated a precedent, us, in the past, newly 
arrived consular offiolals have not called upon 
_ tie Local press. 


971-2/00°192 


a April 25, 1v46, the loosl uraek Consulate 
‘“eneral Observed the onowestie day of “ing Ceorge, 
by reoviving well wishers informally und flying the 
fle. from the vonsulate building throughout the day. 
so offioial reception of any kind was held in observance 
of the dsy nor were reliyious services of any kind 
held in the chaysl of the vonsulate ‘eneral. In the é 
past receptions and services of this kind have been , 
the order of the day but this yeer for obvious reasons a 
they did not take place. : x - 
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During the latter part of the month of April, 1946, 
much interest was manifest in local ciroles relative to 
meetings in Paris of Seoretaries Bevin, Bidault, Molotov 
and Byrnes during which the question of the Dodecanese 
Islands was discussed. Satisfaction was apparent when 
announcements were forthcoming to the effect that the 
Statesmen had agreed during preliminary talks that, in 
Principle at least, the Dodecanese Islands should be 
given to Greece. 


Much significance was accorded locally to the 
Statements made by r. saracoglu, the Turkish Prime 
iiinieter, to a foreign newspaper correspondent, to 
the effect that Turkey would in no way oppose the 
gession of the Dodecanese Islands to Greece, in fact, 
that Turkey would be pleased to have these stratezi- 
cally important islands go close to her coast 
belong to Greece. 


According to reliable local sources the work of 
mine sweeping in the Aegean Jee has been proceeding 
most satisfactorily but nevertheless an ocoasional 
errant mine causes heavy damage. One American 
steamer was reported as having struck a mine in western 
negean waters enroute to Piraeus, and having suffered 
serious damaxze. ‘There were no casualties. iiowever, 
the Turkish motorboat (caique) NirTUN well known in 
the port of Izmir, enroute from Izmir to Iskenderun 
struck a mine off the Anatolian coast not far from 
the port of Antalya. The ship sank and four members 
of her crew of nine were drowned. 


The Turkish ‘inister of Commerce was reported 
ag studying the question of permitting oaiques to 
operate between Izmir and near by Aegean Sea islands. 
Prior to the war this service and trade were fairly 
important and there is much support in local ciroles 
for the recommencement of this service and trade. 


Politioal 


There were no particularly outstanding developments 
in the local economio situation during the month of 
april, 1046. «4 chronologloal summary of events and 
Occurrences of importance and interest in local eco- 
nomic giroles is given below: 


~00al fig exporters found themselves in a difficult 
situation because of their inability to export or other- 
wise dispose of some 4000 tons fo the 1945 fig crop. 
Their inability to sell these fixs, the balanees of the 
2945 f1, orop, valued at approximately 1,500,000 Turkish 
uiras resulted in an appeal to the covernment to assist 
them in arranging for the iumediate disposal of this 
perishable comodity which they must necessarily move 
before hot weather commences and prior to the arrival 
of the 1046 fi, crop in the locel merkets in the 
month of Auguat. 


The partioular assistance of the inister of 
vommeroe wap requested, who immediately telephoned the 
local sreaident of the ried fruit ixportera Association 
and requested that any plans or succestions of fig 
exporters and suippera should be subsitted to him 
iinmediately. Subsequently the inister of Connerce 
advised local exporters that the Jurkiah .abassy at 
nasiia,ton had veen instructed to endeavor to invoke 
the assistance of the International Food illocation 
voumittee at sashington with a view to arranuing for 
the sale or disposel of the 4000 tons of fiy:s in 
question. .0 alvo stated thst he was doing his 
utmost to arran.e for the eaport of the f1rs8 to 
suropeaa Goultriea. 


‘inaily, ot the end of the uwonth the (inister of 
vOulerge aunounowd that it had beun decided that the 
Femalinim, 2000 tons of izmir 1943 fi¢s should be 
subject to “debloos,e" and that under this arran, event 
shipments Lu varyin, uaounts could comence immediately 
vo -weden, switzerland, Jeledum, venwark, jiolland, 
soTWwey Gud scuice, Important Ln. the order nomed. 


the wonth of ipril, 10adé, wes marked by unprecede ited 
dunctivity in local aarketa, and « nuuber of loeal firas - 
15 Amportest estublishmensts - sere reported as on the 
Verge of bankruptcy. nesi estate prices fell heavily 
throuw,nhout wie onto, one reason for such declines being 
attributed to the fact that the lurkish note eireulation 
had been or woul be deoreased to the extent of 200,009,000 
turkish tires. 1.0 chance in the credit poliey of local 
banks was observed. 


anotaer Laportant unfavorsbie development in loerl 
Gircles durian, .pril, iv4é, was the announcenent that 
the recelsts of the igair Customs had been falling 
heavily ond were continuin, to fail, prineipally beanuse 
of the aborition of the lu export tax. ring the 
firut two azonths of i945, total customs receipts at the 
iesir vustous /ouue adounted to 4,500,000 Turkish Liras - 
durine Junuery-rebruary, 1946, the corresponding figure 
was only 1,900,000 “urkish wires. 


vonsidereble 


a @e 


Considerable dissatisfuction was noticed anong 
local businessnen because they cannot obtein (import) 
much needed autouobiles. ‘The prinoipal complaint in 
this respect is that without automobile trans:ortetion 
they arc unable to oarry on their activities properly; 
@lao thut the entire quota for the importation of 
eutomotive transportation 1s allotte! to government 
offices and Lovernaent offivials, businessmen or 
private persons not being considereu in such quotas. 
Toward tue end of the month the situation in this 
Fespect seesed gouewhat more prosising, following the 
@nnouncement of the Governuent to the effect that 
passenger cary (not of the de luxe type) may be 
imported to a value of ¥1,000,000. It was reported 
that tiis aunouncement was followed by the subaission 
of 4,000 appligations for permission to Laport such 
Passenyer oars. 


vane industry in this dlatriet partioulerly hard 
uit by tne lack of eutomotive transportation is the 
surkish eaery ore industry. igh grade ecery ore 1s 
available in lar.,e quantities und there is a good 
dewand for thia ore from unpland and considerable 


/Anterest lu the snitea states for this product at a 


preseat price of §19 par ton f.o.b. porte of “ullurk 
sud lamir. iowever, because the opurstors experience 
tremendous difflouity Lin .ettin, the ors froa the 


| mines to the seaports, the outyut of these minea 13 


@trongly curtailed. « ‘irector of one of the ines 


i Stated that production aud export eould be greatly 


increased if only two automobile trucks could be 
obtedued for the carryin,, of tha ore fro. nine to 


\B6G LOPE. 


exOesedinedy Levorsble Locul resnetion wis observed 
to severe attucks directed ayainst the Sumer Sank, one 
of tus s95t unpopular lurkish Gover:ment institutions 
fa this district. ‘he aethods of this bank whieh 
enjoys & privileged stsius ih purchasing atacle 
co.modities and distributing the: to the public are 
wader constant aitack loonlly. 


ie anuounoasent tiat italian electrio refriver- 
utore »ouid be available agoon in the looal «asrket at 
4 Cost of £40 iurkish Jira each evoked only mild 
daterest. saavrioun refrigerators enjoy «4 unchallenyed 
Supremacy and reputation in this aerket, whereas it La 
feared italian equipmeut of this kind ma. b poor in 
quadity aud unsatisfactory in operation. 


dhe .iniater of Commerce authorized the export- 


ation of gees from iurkey to near by “uropenn countries, 
partioularly to vreeoe, to assist the ("Na in ite 
efforts so feed the needy populations »* such countries. 
Subsequently, be also announced that «: sorts of beet 

to ireede would be peraitted, the first shipment to 
consist of 5 tons. 


Considerasls discussion took place tn loerl 
business circles relitive to the question of imports and 
exports, industrialists complaining that Lnoorts were too 
hesvy, whiis importers couplained that there sre too 


many 


many diffioulties in getting importa. ‘The necessity 
of the Government finding a "middle" course in these 
matters was highly stressed. 


Local businessmen showed much interest in the Bale 
(Switzerland) International Fair, no less than 22 such 
businessmen having embarked on the steamer TRANSYLVANIA 
at Istanbul on April 24, 1946, bound for Marseilles, 
from where they would proceed to Bale. All of these 
businessnen were granted the necessary permission to 
obtain the necessary foreign exchange for this travel. 


The Izmir Chamber of Commerce announced that it 
had shipped one ton of raisins and 1 ton of figs to 
the members of the staff of the Budapest Chamber of 
Comaerce, in response to the latter's appeal for 
food. The shipments were made through the Turkish 
Red Crescent organization which deolared it was 
prepared to accept and forward further shipments of 
food to the members of the Budapest Chamber of 
Commeros. 


‘At the end of the month orop prospects in this 
distriot were rated as Cood to Very Good, especially 
favorable crop yields being expected in the various 
kinds of vrain. The 1946 raisin oroo was given a 
rating of Very Good. 


The Uuteh steamer HuRCULES mentioned in the 
following review of foreign shipping wirtsh arrived 
in Izmir to load raisins, lisories root and enery 
Ore destined to Holland, groduots which had been 
purchased with blocked funds of the ?hillips Radio 
Corporation. ‘The price agreed upon for the raisins 
was 57.5 kurus per kilogram, as compared to 42.5 
kurus per kilo.ram paid by the British interests 
for two thirds of the Izgair 1945 raisin erop. The 
exceedingly low price paid by the Sritish interests 
for Izmir raisins has caused considerable unfavorable 
comment in local business circles. (Seu Political 
Neport for tie month of larch, 1946). 


Financial 


Kditorials in leading newspapers continued to 
advocate adjusting the Jurkish iire to its real and 
actual value. In such artioles the writers strassed 
thet the question of imports and exports 19 one and 
the sane and deoried the present fiotitious and 
artifiolal quoted value of the turkish (ira, which ts 
in no aense the true value of tie country's currenoy. 
In this connection the over-all inorease of at least 
400% do the cost of Living was stressed. 


The country's note cireulation was reported 
localiy 43 697,000,000 Turkish Liras, a new low 
figure for revent years. 


the Local braneh of the Yap4i and \redt 3nnk 
announced itg3 piana for the finaneine of the son- 
struction of £00 new Aouges to be erected vrineipally 
Tor tesshers. 


Local coment was noticeable in ever-inereasing 
strength regurcing tis proposed loan of 4899,000,000 
for Turkey. lewspapera reported a favorable reaction 
lu the initea .tates to such a loan, and # report that 
® curkish delegation would prooeed soon to t’e "nited 

tates for the purpose of negotiating this loan were 
received with auch satisfaction and approval. Tt 
was stressed that tie loan, if secured, woul! ba used 
principally for tie construction of new factories, 
sone of which would be located in this distriot, and 
that the weniayollari woulu also get a certain part 
of such a loan for the purpose of purcheasine necessary 
shipve. 


vOnslderable consternation was revistered by 
various classes of the publie in response to the 
unnouncesest of the orkez Gank thet all 199 “irkish 
tira notes woul be withdrawn from viroulation as a 
dare nuwber of counterfeit notes of these denouinationa 
had been found vlroulating ina Turkey. ihe ‘erkez “Yank 
will henceforth be tie only channel throuch which these 
notea may be redeemed. uring one day in Tanir, 
hundreds of porsons waited in line to exchenrs a total 
of 3,424,000 Turkish Liras for new ourrency notes: 


Coanunications 
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The announcement of the planned Opening of the 
usual summer alr service between Istanbul and Ankara 
on «uy 15th was received with enthusiesm in looel 
circles, and it wes hoped that similar services 
Connecting Izalr with Istanbul and inkara would 
goon be inaugurated. 


Three american @irplanes for this domestic air 
service, with acconnodations for 15-25 passeueers, 
were reported ee arriving direct from ew York, the 
erews of which will rempin in furkey until suttable 
Turkich pergonnel has been properly inatructed. 


& delegetion of scerfean avietion and airfield 
experts anc technicians arrived in Tacstr on -orll L°, 
1946, for the purjose of Luspeoting ond surveying 
the loool 2irfislds In counection wlth tie pranting 
of we down of 93,500,000 to Lurkey to 1 prove its 
éirports. The dele ation was heeded by or. ULC. 
syneh of the “‘estinchoure Yleotric International 
vOmpeny, ed under the Speeied supervision o” the 
wrector of tiv Vurkish Alpwaya. It inelulet 
Poprussiututives of tie Gu oserlean irways <r. 

Hh aPLlgat aatl oiptala Doyle - ea wall a3 cceetel- 
dts attuchud tu tos bite nyineering lompany. 
eeither tha cusovabgl nor the Cile sirtlolids tavressed 
the embers of tie de,ution «es either satisfactory 
or sulteble for tisir contexnplatea round the world 
servieow whieh will Include Turkey with provosed 
Teoular stops at ukerk. 











e006 Dusinesuucsd Ayplled to the dndister of 
Gouuwuications requestin, that » night sleeniny oar 
Service fro. iwuir tc istanbul via Bandirnu be 
intujurated i wodleteay. such wu servioe would 
greatly fucliitute travel fros Iasir tu TstenbuL 
Via tos rail route Lo danadrmn on tie cen of 
wihliere and rea there by steaver to Tstenbul. 


curing tie letter part of April, ivas, the 
20001 post office ainounoad that 4% would hagent 
firat-clegs meil for vurneny, thus reestabi tahing 
oovwnication of this kind which wag atopped in \ucust, 
1944, following the turaination of po.l ter) and seao- 
nouie relations between turkey and Veranny, end the 
subsequent deelaration of war of Curkey a ninat 
Ceranny du Sebruary, 1345. 


Afentne 


Shivping Botes: 

During the wonth of April, 1944, one Amerioun 
ship the GUITUN WaT called at the port of Tamir. 
Vata ragarding the cargo which this steamer loaded 
at this port, together with siallar oumulative 


sheure for cargo and passen,ers carried by inerioan 
ehips froa Iauir during 1946, are given below: 


TOBA YCO LiGOnICK FIGS SUNDRIES TOTAL 
Tone ons fons Tons ons 





For Ussea. 

A® per previous Keport, 

Totals up to 3/31/46 : 8407 - 324 2 2833 

4/4/46 COTLUl KATInR 2 737 eee © e 847 

SMA eee allt AE, 3000 

Totule up to 3/51/46 6000 8 6002 6008 
Yor Vera. For ingvellles Total 

totals up to 3/31/46: 38 12 4” 

april, 1aas to - - 





jrand Total: 47 passengers 

SS SS eee 
vs the tobacoo loaded by the o Rd MATHGK 1% any be 

wentbioned 226 tons of tha tatal of 737 tons, conslated of 

1945 fresh cros tobavoo. the sundries loaded consisted 

@utireiy of 110 tons of pailnuts, all destined to New York. 





Uring opril no Norweien Fern Line ship called at 
jiaair. However, two Creek ships, one British, one 
owediah ana one .uteh ship (the first ainoe pre-war days) 
Srrived in izwir to loud cargo for various foreiyn ports. 
-etailed statistics and date regarding the oargo louded 
by these ships in izmir are ¢iven below: 


Jwedish a.v.BohuLanD, 
douded for sLexundria i $¢5 Vous raising 
75 “ sundries 
sotal :; 400 Tona 
fF 


British s.eecal RIAN 


doaded for London 12626 ions ruisine 
as " valonia 
a5” lieoriae paste 


C atyrax 
sOtel 33400 Tona 
Sa 


utv@k 8.8. isis 


loaded for Volo : $00 Tong cottonseed 
Juteh @.8, HaRCULIS 
loaded for Holland : 662 fons ralains 


Forward 


Forward: 
(vuteh a.a. HiACULAS) 662 Tons raisins 
60 " licorice 
250 =(* emery ore 
total : 972 Tons 
a ae 
Greek 8.8. LUTHALIA ,(april 17-28) 
Loaded for Cenden 28500 “ans liocorloe root 
* "New York 3 : akins 


Sotel 18507 Tons 
=o 





AG will de noted the steaner WUTHALLA of Messrs. 
soulaodris brothers, urrived at Tamir on April i?7, 1946, 
to load 2500 tons of ilcorioe root for acount of ‘esars. 
Hagandrewa & Torbes Jompany, Camden, New Jersey, under 
& oharter s:reement. fhe cUINauta remanined in laair 
until «pril 88, havin, taken 11 dys to load the 2300 
tons of licorice rout. ihe freiirht rate for the 2500 
tons of licorlosa root to vanden, sen Jersey, wes $20.50 
per ton, cheaper by 910.00 per ton than the ‘er shipping 
aduiniatration tariff now in effest. 








an apite of the forceful afforts of the local 
repreve:tativesa of tre lar Shipping Auninietration and 
the .swerdean caport wines, inc., foreign shippin: was 
thus successful once sore in underbiddiny existing frets 
Fates and obtainiue our,o for the Inited ‘tates. 


ibere wae shury oritigism in local shioping elreles 
followin, the decision of the Denizyollari to plese the 
sculler stesners livia’ and Kabses in the southern route 
traffio ty cgypt. ihese ships are considered too sll 
for tie service in question und ean aarry neither 
eufficient oar,o nor pussenlers. ‘hey were agsi.ned 
vo this service as «© preoaution a, inst errant mines, 
both bedaog protected avainet mapnetioc aines, whereas 
the older, lar,er shipa, GUAuYSU and wii formerly 
ou this route vo not heve such equipment. The latter 
4hipa wers put in tie cetanbul-Izcdr end lumirelatenbul 
service. 


‘nother indilestion of Lijsroved post war conditions 
da the dovel shippgis, situstion was the announcemant of 
the looal authorities to out additional ferries Lnto 
Operation in the calf of igsir. “nis announoesent 
follows the acaignaent of the vehicle-passenier ferry 
MVAKYn to toe laair-'oou-.arsburnu aervioce in the 
Tumir Gulf. it ia planned vo plece a'ditLonal ferries 
ato tre laairevoztepe anc inotralti service, and like- 
wise one widitional ferry on t\e Tawalrelarsiynka route, 
to care for tre invreased suaaer traffic to and fron 
the batsing besohes 4n the violaity of Tauir. all 
ferry bowts in t.e ui? of icmiy which were heavily 
Oamoufla,ed durin, the war wial be painted white in 
the fear future. 


vonuidersble Interceat wes cnnifest fn logal 
abi,ping vireles followin, the announoenent thet a 
sarkiah dule;ution woudd visit uhipyards tn aglnaad 
and tiw nived states for the purpose of purchasing 
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additional vessels for the turkish ‘lerehent ‘rine, 
partioularly for the ferry and ocastwige service. 


The eailing of the Turkish steamer BAKIK fron 
istanbul for New fork was followed with much interest 
in looel cirelesa, pertioularly as it had been previous- 
ly announced that this ship would eall et Izsnair 
enroute to the United otates. However, it was learned 
that attespts to obtain eargo at the port of Iumir hed 
been unsuccessful, and the plunned call of the ship at 
iawir was canceled. a considerable number of passengers 
prinoipally students who had buen waiting at Iamir for 
transportation for a period of months, proceeded to 
istanbul and embarked on the ship at that port. it is 
reported locally that the ship carried 89 passengers, 
and 3000 tonsa of copper and small amounts of tebacoo 
and filberts destibed to the United states. 


satisfaction was evident amon,; shipping interests 
relative to the recent frade agreement signed between 
Surkey and jweden, to beaoae effective June 1, 1046, 
under the provisions of which two etenmersa will be 
purchased from ‘weden for tie use of the Turkish 
Merohant iarine 


fo improve tie iawir-Istanbul ship servioe, shipa 
in this service will henceforth leave Izuir each 
ounday ot 1 a.m. and euoh wednesdey at 1 a.m. (agsen- 
eera to be aboard at 11 o'clock p.m.). ‘This new 
schedule makes it possivle for the shipa to be in 
istenbul the followin; morning, thet is, Monday end 
dhuredey wornings at 8 a.m. Formerly these ships 
Whioh departed sunday and Hedneaday mornings at 9 a.m. 
aid not arrive in Istanbul until late in the afternoon 
of the following days, “ondays and Thursdays. 


= ib = 


Loon) Misgellanoous Hotes: 


4 chronologioal susmery of loca), important miscel- 
laneous developments and occurrences during the month 
of April, 1946, is given below: 


The Izmir <uniolpality vublio Health authorities 
Comsenced a campaign for the extermination of rata, «ice, 
mosquitos and files. Large quantities of orude o11 for 
use in combatting the latter insects were made available 
at tie Guzel Yali depots. 


The anniversary of the Jurkish Victory et Inonu £6 
years ago was Celebrated and observed looslly on april 2, 
19465) [he Vali, the Commandant and other high officials 
partioipated in tie ceremonies which were held at the 
lialk svi, during which they delivered appropriate 
speeches in honor of tne day. 


The continued mest shortage reached a atate of 
oriais and Izmir was virtually without meat for n 
period of several days. it later developed that the 
extroame and acute shortaye was at least partly brought 
on by heavy shipments of sheep and lembs fron Ianir to 
istanbul. 


‘che announcement that enieililin would be avallable 
in the loonl free carket was -revted with ouch satis- 
faction by all classes of the publio. 1999 boxes of 
this drug were received fron private firms in [atanbul. 


ah announceseit of the Voli of famir to the effeat 
that 411 stores sust vlose for at least one hour fron 
12:50 to 1:30 pei. exun day proved unpopulsur with 
moat classes of tie publio. 


‘the jritish councth continued its notivities with 
the showin, of Lantern slides at the Lovsl ialk uwi, 
Gesieting peasant life dn onwland. 


vontinued satisfactory progress waa mede in 
eonnestion with the preparatory work for thie 1946 
fasir fair which will be national in charsoter, as 
was the couse ip 1945. No foreign Sovernients will 
participate in this Feir, but it 1s believed that 
gone private foreign firms may deoide to exhibit. 
the wil and oU.usii Danka announced their intention 
of having a Joint exhibit this yeor. 


whens for the erection of wu now ivair city ‘all 
have been prepared and subaittsd to the inister of 
rublio works for approval. if the latter in forth- 
coming, 1t 1s hoped to com2ense construction of this 
buildiny during the susmer of 1946. 


\ serious gituation and condition in resveet of 
the lumir telephone exchanes waa brought to the 
attention of the public during the wonth of .pril, 1946. 
The presout exohanve has a anpagity of only 3000 
subseribers, while there ia a potential dean! for a 
totel of 8000 subscribers. It ia not balicved that 
@dditional subscribers oan be acgormodsted in the near 
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future. ince the year 19565 local telephone conver- 
gations have increased 22 tines in nunber; long 
distance teluphone valls JO times. ‘esidential 
districts of lumir a:e reported aa over-using the 
telephone service - calls lasting up to 1 hour or 
more huve been re,istered frequently. 


an acute shortage of coffee wos experienced in 
april, any loval coffee houses were sertously 
affected, The black bourse prive for ooffee rose 
to 16 turkish Liras per kilograa. The izmir branoh 
of the <onopoiy deoided to sell only roanted coffee 
ag it waa feared that otherwise there would ba 
“leakages to other Vilayets. 


the Gritiseh vounoil announsed the opening of e 
jaritish industrial exhibition at Adena, ear exhibition 
which was fromerly shown at the cialk ivi in Tamir. 


Considerable appreheusioa was apparent Ln local 
circles in respect of rusora to the effect that the 
bread ration would be cut somewhat 1a order to nsaiset 
UNRA in feeding the hun, ry populations o* “uropean 
Cvuntrivs. 


~upplementing his announcenent relative to the 
Olosdiu; Of ull stores from L250 to 1:30 p.n. each 
day, the Vali announced that eli stores would close 
OL ooturdays frou 12 to ld p.tm., and in addition, 
that all stores must close not later than 8 pen. 





the vali and the . resident of the eople's 
rearty took an ugtive Lautersst Ln meetin; s held by 
bobagco pdant workers. uring, these ameetines speeches 
were delivered outlining the desires of the vorkers 
woich invlude hot food at noon, work suita (elothin) 
and full iusurence a. ainat all aceidents. 


~Ole apprenension was evidwnt anon. the Loenl 
public relative to a possible vurtailaent in tie supply 
of eleotric power. xuxillary rented equipment in the 
loval eleotrio power plant requires conpuldak ogoal but 
the ahipseat to lasir of gucn coal has been stopped. 
wiinite aust be usad instead which 1s obtained from 
the Joma wines not far dLatent fron fanir. ‘owever, 
us the euxillary elestria power pliant equip-nent osnnot 
properly utilize Li,nite, a reduced output of eleotrioc 
power and perhaps more serious effects are envisazed. 
at the end of the south tue ayor of Tamir issued 4 
Btatesent aimed ut reassurins the public in which he 
Geclared that tho situation wes bein, onrotully 
considered and studied by experts and that a solution 
Of the problem would be forticowiny in the near future. 


Loeeal 
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a@ s00n as the first advices were received 
Tegarding the proposed visit to Istanbul of the U.3.3. 
MISSUUKI there were many manifestations cf enthusiasm 
on the part of the leading looal officials and influ- 
ential weabers of the oity .f Izmir, Hank Directors 
and businessmen partioularly, oallod at the consulate 
@nd expressed their pleasure and astisfuction relative 
to the visit of this battleship to iurkey, and stated 
that they hoped it would be possible to arrange for 
thia great warship to visit Iugmir. A cordial invi- 
tation for the MI o0URL to visit iuair was extended 
by such peraons. ‘f£ficlala, too, were no leaa happy 
relative to the visit of tie LoouohT end unoffictally 
6nd informally expressed thexseives as hoping that the 
whip would visit luwir. 





when it beoade apparent that the wership would 
not voue to icnir, saany logul offietals, inaludiny the 
Vall, and weny businessiwen, Lneluding bank direetors, 
deperted for astanbui for the purposes of partieipating 
ia the oereaoules and feativities incident to the 
arrival at and the olay in that port of the itso cuKL. 
2G de eatiunted tuat approzimetely 200 Tzmirites 
visited [utaabul for this purpose. 


the (emerald public Llu izeir followed with great 
interest the »ro, ress of the dla throuvh the 
weditexrangii, aid .dairal iiewhtt's stateuents to 
bhe effect twat wserloan Luterosts i: all parts of 
the .widturraneau sould bu properly tuken sare of 
evoked . reat yutisfnetion in all ofrclos. 











vi aprds &, dddu, Che L..0UNT was met off of 
the Leluad of caiog it the .ogean - 60 iniies west of 
faudr - Ou achuduie cise ut ea. by three curkcish 
Guutroyers, oad frou then oa tne loeal press oarried 
Coutiuuous scoOUdts OF the uhip's movements and the 
eereu-iies and festivities in connection with its 
arrival at, atuy La and departure frown [stu bul, 

q $ were LOisowed with futenase interest 
$06 OF the Llooud publie. 











PoLlowdn, toe return of the Vaai and buctnesamen 
who visitec the 2 .0eu.t du istanoul, aany Loesl 
orfielels end business.en took ocersion ta advise the 
~OASULute of their very favoriblu re 29 the 
vigit. .L1 had the Nis!est praine for ® Uurkish 
and siaurloan erreiny,ewuts La + Yenpact. The Vaii 
of aaulr advised the writer that he hea enjoyed vreatly 

ia Visit wo Letunbul and the ourctonian ent festivities 
du oOhnection wits the viuit or the 2 1. 
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Important Visitors and Arrivals During April, 1948: 


*“rofessor John Jollins flias, Dean of ingineering, 
hobert Colle.e, Istanbul, and (rs. Bliss and their two 
minor children arrived iu Izmir on the -seriean steam- 
er COT «. ‘k enroute to the United itatesa on ome 
leave of absenoe. 


sujor fehia Chaltehi, Iranian subject, an offioial 
of the sjmerican astern C»rporation, arrived in izmir 
Gouin, fron Teheran and Baghded. In igair ‘ajor 
Chaltoh{ conferred with (r. Joseph cnvlish, «aerioan 
tobaceo serchant, reyeardiny business matters. tie 
4ls0 called upon the logal Iranien vonsul Caneral. 
wajor Chultent is o former seuber of the Iranian 
vurchagin cowission in the ‘nited ‘tates and stated 
that he intended to continue reaiding in the ‘nited 
vtates a3 a businessman.  nroute from Baghdad to 
jurkey io conferred on the train with suri veid sasha, 
former remier of Iraq, who haa visited Turkey as 
head of a elecation to necotiate a iveaty of Vriend- 
ship oetwosn Iraq and Turkey. 


Ab ocaerioen avietion delountion headed by ir. 
ve Ve wynoh of the sestinghouse Internattonal 
sLootric Jonpany, and reoresentatives of thea "en 
acarioan airways and the shite cngineering Jormpany 
arcivet fa Taalr in connestion with a survey of 
airfield facilities ot seven of tha leading alroorts 
in wariey. 


r. -ldon Cdrauad, .xasiner in the ‘agaport tontrel 

ffico, Urtthais osbasay, {atanbul, who was formerly 
avesehsd to tig logal Uritdsh Consulate eneral, visit- 
ed (amir and oalled upon the writer and discussed with 
his various vise problecs and visa progedurs. “urtar 
such Giscugaions .r. Slraud stated that®basic roquire- 
Went in conasetion with the issuance of uritish visas 
da thet the applieant aust be able to establish thet 
he ia able .o obtain necessary transportation for the 
trav:i involved. ir. Giraud declered that this 
requirevent hat made Lt Lupossible for many applloanta 
to jualify for sritish viasa. 


~oeul 





The outstanding politioal developments in Izmir 
during April, 1946, were the appearanoe of the news- 
paper iadlh on april 12, the arrival in Iumir of 
turd semiray, the Leader of the National sehabili- 
tution iarty and the election of the ‘resident and 
the Gouwittee of tie Lamir chasber of Commerce and 
industries. 


aw wentioned in previous -onthly : olitioal 
seports frou this Consulate and in & special memo- 
randua deted «april 12, 1946, as well as dn the letter 
dated .sy 2, 1946 on the subject of the DIR, this 
Dewspuper, deapite ita professed policy of beiny en 
independent publication, 13 regarded as the oran 
of the -emouratio warty in [enir, and, in faot, it 
18 considered to be the only daily newspaper publiah- 
@4 in iurkey finanoed by the «erty's finds ant owned 
by a reside:t of e .emocratic arty's Vilayet orzen- 
izetion. It may be stated that during the first week 
of its publication (ui. had a reaarkable sucessas for 
4 recent politicul newspaper in Jurkey, and in spite 
of all the obstucies vreated by its older rivals and 
preausably by the -eople's arty orranigeations in its 
frec sale anu Glroulstion, it now appears to have a 
very stron, position in iuadr and the Aegean district 
of .urkey. che other loosl newspapers (Yeni Asir and 
sMadolu) elthou,n having revently had recourse to 
Wore Le@gitiuate methods of voupetition by inoreasin: 
the nucber of their paves and securiny the servicea 
of weil Knows writers appear to be still in difficult- 
ies even in weintaining their circulation already 
greatly reducea singe the publication of IZsTR. It 
is ,envrally believed that 127" could achieve even 
greater sugcesses if ita news service could be Lmproved 
@ud if Lt would adopt a sore vonstructive and drastic 
poiioy in Lts orltiolems of the ‘overnaent and the 
docel .dainistrotion. 


she @rrival in iaair frao iatenbul on spril 22, 
add0, OF wurk cwaira,, the Leader of ational Kehebili- 
tation arty caused auch interest in Loonl cireles. 


»3 Bbated before, the xanjority of the local 
population ay»pears to welvoowe any opposition to the 
veople's -arty provided that such oppoaition has no 
vodmunistiea affiliations. Jelal baysr, the Leader of 
tae .eaooratio vurty, despite the fact that he has many 
persone. friends and soquaintancesa in Iaair, 1s always 
Adeutified with tne application of toe systen of 
"otutieme” in furkey, ond his actions as the inister 
of vounerce and later es the ‘rine oinister are always 
remexubered with dissatiafaction. The reports in 
eCaection with his acounuleted wealth and especially 
the wasteful and Intesperute life led by his late son 
hefi auring, tas perlou when Celal Jayar was the orime 
iinister, are additional factors whloh seem te prevent 
tae pudlio froa believing that conditions would 
improve ina surxey Lf Jelal sayar avein assumed tha 
position of rice iuister, althou,h hio axperience, 
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his moderation and partioularly the reported di- 
vergence of opinion between him and "rime inister 


eracoglu are considered to be atron;: points in his 
favor. 


The arrival of the Leader of the Ketional 
Kebabilitetion Party, therefore, uave hopes to the 
admirers of the policy of this Party aa they conaider- 
ed thet if he suaeeeded in forminy a strong locnl 
coumittee, the chances of this Party in this district 
wouid bo et least as good as those of the dencoratic 
sarty. Ths emphasis put in this varty's “rogram on 
the “character” and honesty of ‘overnnent officials, 
the wubolition of compulsory ml.itary service, the 
abrogation of “etatisne” and the adoption of a 
bicameral le, islative system appear to be very 
attravtive points to the ,.eneral public althouch the 
Opponents of this arty express the view thet its 
program has the gheructeriatios of # relisious or 
soulal refor: soalety rather than those of a politia- 
al party. 


the header of this “arty was well and cordielly 
Tredguived by the Lahabitants of izuir and of the 
neighborin,; districts. It was reported that he was 
Particularly welcomed in townships in the interior, 
oitizeis standin. to attention as he passed by coffoe 
houses und Other yatnering places. However, although 
wany well xnown nsuwes have been “entioned as pro- 
Speotive presidents and embers of the coumittee for 
iamir, .url Jewira, haa ao far been unsuccessful in 
foriainy, a log#l sowalttee and electing a prosident. 


aapartial opiuion in this respeot appears to be 
that wurki v@uira,, despite the fact that he has been 
able to drew up an adalrable proyra: for his party, 
@nd that he is @ well-meaning and capable business- 
@8n, hag had no politioal experienve and lacks the 
nesessary quaiifioations of a political leader. 
furthermore, with respect to his ontourave, tt is 
Stated that he is surrounded py assoolates who are 
iwslby adventurers i political and other fields. 


dhe eleution of the U mittee ani the officers 
of the loosl Chasber of Joumerge ani Industries 
Saused unusual Lauterest this year even in olreles 
only reactely related to coamerce, thia event being 
Ye,erded by wany observera as depleting the olandastine 
Manner with wilol the -sople's arty im interferring 
with public activities even when they have no 
eonneotion with politics. 


she puainisatrative comitvtee of the Jhaaber of 
“O:uneree is, agvordin, va the Law, elected every 
four yeurs by 4,rouys Of serehantsa. The Vommittee in 
eouposed of 7 muesbers and the . resident anit the Viee 
-Peside.t are appolnted ason.sat the sembers by the 
dnister of vowserce at .nkera. 


Por tne last £5 yesrs ilakki Jalefo lu, a wealthy 


dendownier, desl-r and exporter, had been the resident 
of vhe vheuber of wounerce, oerif semzi eyent, an 
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intellectual bisinessuan with liberal views being ita 
Vioe ‘resident for tie last 8 years. Both offtecers 
are highly respected by the business community; in 
Tumir and both are meabers of the People's Party 
enjoying the close personal frienship of “rine 
wdaister suracoglu. 


iv is reported that a few weeks before the 
elections took place, tinkki BalcLoglu conferred with 
the -eople's varty offioials in regard to elections, 
aod the resident of the People's /arty informed him 
that althou,h, as a matter of policy, the “arty 
would not publish a list of candidates and would 
announce that the elections would be free without 
party considerations, the local or anization of the 
‘arty was in favor of the reelection of the old 
vouaittes, especially that of the ‘resident and the 
vice rresident. Balcloglu's sugvestion to inolude 
two Jewish busineasiscn as meanders of the new 
vomalttee in the seurst list >of the arty was 
accepted after some hesitancy. Jn april 24, 1946, 
the dute fixed for the Zurmation of the electoral 
body wiich would, sccording to tie provisions of 
the Low, ut @ later date sleot the .dainistrative 
Lousittee, the old committee was, without any 
previous notive, faced with tha aeuand of those 
present tuat the election of the Jomalttee should 
take place limedlately. ‘The protests of the Vice 
resident to the effeet that acoording to the Law 
6 vommittee could be elected only at a later date 
sere of no avail und by votes of overwhelaing 
aajority ae coamittee of new members who are all known 
to be loyal supporters of the “sople's arty was 
elected. the majority of the new meubers have the 
reputation of havin, undertaken dubious transactions 
during the war yeurs. 


it was liter learned tnat the loaal eople's 
vurty headyuarters had en, inesred secretly the 
sivction of the new soualttee as they suspected the 
loyalty of ta /resident and of the Vice resident, 
and feurin, thet hakii Jalofoglu with his influence 
@bd the respect that he coumanded in business olreles 
wight atteapt to gtuce a counter-nuove, had preferred 
to aot in this clandestine menner, thus pre enting 
@ fait accoupli. 


it was luércea fro. reliable sources that both 
the .resicent and the Vicw President of the Jhamber of 
COanerce had Lataly lost the favor of the “eople's 
carty, a3, auri.g velal ayar's recent visit to Izair, 
being, Old personal friends, they were seen dining together 
With tie weader of the .emocratic urty. They were 
ules preseat at the statioa when he departed from L[amir. 
surthermore oF. svyeit, tae Vive . resident after having 
refused the Vali’s and the veople's -arty's offer to 
rent space in his diaposing prumises on the .uay to 
the looal branch of tue recently created inistry of 
savor, nad leased the saue space to the local Committee 
of the wcuoeratic .arty. 


The 
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The local public manifested also intense interest 
in the proposed municipal eleotions which, according 
to the new law, will take place this year at the end 
of “ay, instead of late in UVctober. Even those who 
are not connected with any politioal party express 
the opinion that this is an obvious move on the 
part of the People's +arty to forestall any success 
by the new opposition parties which would be possible 
iy these new parties were given time to organize 
until Ootober. It is antioipated that with the possi- 
ble exception of certain rural districts, the oandi- 
dates of the People’s Party will, as usual, be success- 
ful in this year's municipal elections. But in the 
opinion of many observers the results would have been 
different if the opposition purties were given at 
least one year to oranize properly, and if the 
public sould feel agsured that no reprisal would take 
place in the case of voting against the People's 
Party. 


vespite the general skepticism felt with regard 
to the attitude of the -eople's 2arty in the approach= 
ing mnicipal and general eleotions, several favorable 
and healthy signs in ths country's political life are 
already noticeable to many observers. Such signs 
include a ore benevolent and attentive attitude on 
the part of Governwent officials toward the members 
of the public who apply at Governuent offices. In 
the opiuion of one observer, although the Inhabitants 
of larger towns may be politically mature for a truly 
dewocratic re ime, a too quick transformation from 
dictatorship and olisarehy to denocracy, without 
going through evolutionary stares, may be harmful 
and even disastrous to the country, as threats of 
armed clashes in the villaves between the adherents 
of the veople's sarty and the members of the new 
Opposition parties have already been reported from 
the interior. ‘he only disooura»ing faotor in the 
present situation, according to this observer, is 
the mistaken attitude of the -eople's Carty and 
the present Government who instead of adopting a sin- 
cere and open poiloy compatible with realities, are 
havin. recourse to"oonjurine tricks" pretending that 
Turkey is politioally as advanced as any Western 
sountry, and that the system of ‘overnnent is already 
democratio in iurkey and that all that remains to be 
done now is to abolish certain "war time” measures. 
in the opinion of this observer, the present rulers 
of csurkey who have for more than two decades been 
acoustoced to dictatorial methods, considering in 
most cases their personal interests and vains above 
the welfare of tie country, cannot be expected to 
Shan.e their mentality and character within a period 
of wonths, and that a great deal would be accomplished 
at preseat 1f they could be persuaded to relinquish 
thelr methods of iecention. 


vith regarc to che approaching municipal 


eleotions it is not yet known whether the opposition 
parties will decide to participate actively in the 
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elections, but it is balieved that, despite their 
inadequate organization, the opposition parties, 
particularly the veaocoratic Party, have a fair 

ehanoe of victory in izmir, 1f tho eleotions are 
directed ia an impartial and juat manner, and if 
oitizens ure allowed to use their votes secretly 

and, especially, if the ballot boxes are not tanper- 
ed with, aa many voters, especially women, who are 

not members of any party havo already expressed their 
inteution to vote for candidates of opposition parties. 


It may be steted that during the wonth of April, 
Avdc, domestle politics, rather than the international 
situation predominated the minds of the Ttzair public. 
However, the resumption of the trial at olu of what 
is now vopularly called the snksra Crime was the topia 
of conversation above all other Subjects in many local 
Giroles ior suverel days. ‘Shia crime whieh is not 
@ssentiaily politioal in character attracts the 
attention of the publio due to tie fact that the son 
of Ceneral hazin vrbay, Uhief of ceneral Jtaff, appears 
to be duvolved ii it. TZeutimonies of witnesses at the 
Fecent trial ut Bolu to the effect thet the Veli and 
the .ublic .roseoutor of inkura have endeavored to 
sorrupt witnesses before they appeared at the Jourt 
are stated to be indleative of the fuvoritism and zeal 
with which many Jovernneut offietals attenapt to cover 
up tie alsoonduct of their golleacues and of hich 
Governusnt officiuis uven Ln eases of ordinary marder, 
@ltiougn no dlane is attributed to ‘oneral orbay in 
this respect. 


iu tila connsotion a retired lawyer stated that 
suuo udta of tomparing with justice were not dmayinable 
fa tie old days, even during the reign of Jultan 
sbdulhoaid Ii, whici is now sowsonly called by the 
People's curty as the Jlack ira of Despotism in Turkey. 


Local 


Lo0al ieact fo) ° a 3 
The majority of the looal publio appears to have 

adopted & somewhat cool attitude toward international 

situation even with respect to relations between 

Turkey and U.o.u.k. “any observers have been heard 

to state that it ls useless to expect any material 

disprovewent in toe international situat'on with the 

pre cat system of conferences and negotiations as 

the soviets appear to be determined to block every 

attempt to seoure the world penee, end that drastia 

Ohavess are neoessury in the method of desling with 

them. it 1s admitted that a partilel success hes 

been achieved by the firm attitude adonted at the 

oeourity vouncii in the matter of svacuetion of 

irsa by ioviet troops. But there are very few 

persons who believe that tie ovis! ‘overnment 

will completely abeadon all ita unjust olaima in 

iren or will willingly cease its interference and 

Gominution iu the affairs of Azerbaidjan. 


with respeot to voviet cleins n-ainst Turkey, 
Loosi interest and anxiety appear to be Awindl ing 
revperding these clains, eapealally after tie viatt 
tO datambubl oF U.S.s. USCUKI, which 1s generally 
interpreted as « munifestation of the interest of 
tie Guited Jtates ‘overnnent in the territorial 
inte,,rity of lurkey. However, in the opinion of 
wauy Observers the extravagant claina of UlL3.%.?. 
with reapeot to vrusteeship in former Itelfen 
solouies in fries are merely truaps used in 
buargadning to secure the aoeeptance of eviot’ 
uspirations with regard to Turkey. 


du this sonneotion, 4 loeul business 
sbutud that the .oviets wera unwittingly scsatatiny 
tas Gontinuation of tue present stainkstretion in 
iurkey, ag wlth avery pretext the “eople's Carty 
spodcesien ures profuse in deliverine sercons snd 
speeches prusoiing the necessity of netional 
unity du tue fuge of Laupending dvaver fron Turkey's 
ueighbors, and it soudd be right to aasune thot 
thu publio would favor the oontinuetion of the 
pYeseat -overnaent da ease of a war with Ue. .5.2, 
due to tie experience At has ssined in daaling 
with luternustional probleus. 


Tis <. vehnnon 
wcrdenr Viow Jonsul. 
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_REOEIVEMBASSY OF THE 
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankera, May 5, 196 


{ 25 Mi 10 6 
Noe 795 
of ik 
RugiRICESD 5 MRANCH 
Subject: Prime Minister at Monthly Press 
Conference Replies to Press Criticism 
of Governments j 
j 
The Honorable i , 
The Secretary of State, { icine 
Washington. : 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report thet Prime Minister Sakra 
seracoglu devoted the major part of his monthly press con- 
ference, held on May 8, 1946, to a defense of the Government 
against certein criticism which has appeared in the Turkish 
press during the past several months. This criticiam has 
been largely centered upon the Government's alleged failure to 
control the black market and upon reported irregularities in 
the official conduct of Government employeese 


As reported by the Anadoly ajengi, the Prime Minister 
divided press criticism of the uovernment into the following 
four categories, each of which he discussed in turn: 


le Unsucceseful measures taken by the Government, 

2. Irregularities in the officiel conduct of 
Govermment employees. 

3. The black market. . 

4. Abuses and injustices suffered by the citizenry, 


1. Suc: ul 8_ tal 2 v : The 
Prime Minister begen by stating thet every well-informed Turk 
knows that such problems as black markets and the high cost 
of living are common factors in the daily life o: the poét-war 
world, and thet many severe measures taken against these 
situations have not met with succ He seid that thi Govern- 
ment did not claim that all its measures had been 100 percent 
successful, but thet it did consider that certain of them had 
been a complete success, Mr. Saracoglu went on to declare that 
the Government hed suppressed those measures which had turned 
out to be ineffective, and was constantly seeking to improve 
matterse He reminded the reporters not to forget the crises 
which the Government hed so far successfully surmounted, 





2. Irregularities in the conduct of Gov t. lo: 3 
The Prime Minister warmly defended Turkish civil servants 
against these charges. He praised them for their successful 


5 assistance 
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CA/SO 


o2e 


assistence in increasing the revenues of the Government end 

of Governmenteoperated enterprises, The Prime Minister admitted 
thet there might be some civil servants who were dishonest, 

but declared that these were discharged as soon as they were 
founda out. 


3e The blesk market: Mr. Serecoglu declared thet there 
wes no bleck market in those articles which were under the cone 
trol ef the State, such as suger and coal, thanks to the stocks 
which the Govermment hed been able to build up. In erticles 
beyond the control of the Govermment, the Prime Minister admit- 
ted, the bleck merket had done the nation serious harm. He 
added, however, that no other country had been able to combet 
this problem with complete success. 


fig, Amubss sa Juluvtlcon eutiered by the cdtiasagy. ine 
Prime Minister said it he was convinced that the Turkish 


Government was the severest on earth in the question of deeling 
with such abuses. He was cereful to point out, however, that 
action against malefactors cannot be taken on the besis of 
rumor alone. There must be definite proof. 


After dealing with the above subjects, the Prime Minister 
went on to note that there hed reappeered in the Turkish press 
the unfortunate custom of meking veiled statements filled with 
double meanings. He implored the journalists present to be 
clear, frank, and mathematically correct in their writings. 


At the end of his conference, Mr. Sarecoglu referred to 
the criticism that the Government's explorations for oil were 
@ waste of money. He declared that it was his opinion that these 
expenses and others incurred for similar purposes were a profit 
to the nation, and that despite the criticism the Government 
intended to increase: the amounts spent for this type of activity. 


It is interesting to note this public acknowledgment by 
the Government of the criticism in which the press has been 
engsging. As fer as the bleck mrket is concerned, it is well 
known that every effort of the Turkish Government has been 
unable to stemp it out. As regards irregularities in the official 
conduct of ‘turkish civil servants, these men are so under-paid 
that it is very difficult for some of them to resist temptation 
when opportunities to make a little extra money om the side 
present themselves, The Prime Minister's criticism of the press 
for lack of clarity end accuracy is likely to cause further 
unfavorable comment in newspapers hostile to the Government, 
which in connection with the forthcoming elections have been 
vociferous in their criticism of the Gove: t's power to 
iaterfere with the press through p ovisicns the unpopuler 
Press Law, 


Respectful CUPS » 


Bawin C. wilson 
File No. 891 
SWRockwell :mabd 
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Dated May 9, 1946 
SECRET 






SECSTATE 


4963, May 9, 6 p.m. 


Turkish Govt wants to have elections at early date, 
firstly because country has been swept by wave of national 
untty and secondly because of advantageous Turkish economic 
situation. 


With regard to first point Soviet war of nerves on 
Turkey has had opposite effect to that wanted by Moscow 
because, far from creating split groups and dissatisfaction 
within the country it has concentrated and wified the well- 
knowa stubborn qualities of Turkish people. Of the non- 
Turkish elements in country, Armenians are sufficiently im- 
potent to be no threat, the Kurds duving past years have | 
largely been moved away from frontier areas, the remaining 
Greek mercantile elements certainly have no influence and | 
Sovlet efforts to manipulate Orthodox Church into Russian | 
fold have not been successful and if they were Turkish | 
Govt would not hesitate to take necessary measures to coatrol 
she chureh, | 


976-G/ 00° L98 


With respect to Turkey's economic situation, Turkish 
Govt feels that it is good at the monent and that it cannot 
get any better fo considerable time and may in fact de- 
teriorate. It is, therefore, to advantage of Turkish Govt 
to have elections now when people are not too dissatisfied. 
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SECRET ; 
-2- #1963, May 9, 6 p.m., from London 


President Inonu and members of his Govt are doubtless 
aware of external criticism of Turkey's political structure 
which in the one party system imposed by Ataturk can in no 
way be regarded as Democratic Govt in true sense. Govt, 
therefore, encouraged formation of other political parties 
and they will put up their candidates for Grand National 
Assembly elections and also local elections. Only party 
of any importance is, of course, Democratic Party of Bayar. 
FONOFF is not entirely convinced that this party is not 
"stooge" of Presidents and thinks it possible that Bayar 
was asked to form such party in same way Ataturk asked rethi 
Okyar to form an opposition party in 1930. If this is so, 
party would have appearance of opposition but would in fact 
do exactly as more powerfull peoples party desires. 


Departure of Dr. Aras from Democratic Party was not 
surprising as he was considered rather disreputable element 
by leading Democrats because of his well known sympathies 
for Moscow. FONOFF official remarked that Aras is now sulk- 
ing in his tent and probably envisages himself as a future 
Qavam. 

Sent Washington 4963; repeated Moscow as 155; repeated 
to Ankara as 40. 

HARRIMAN 
NOTE: Original undecipherabl-. 
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RESTRICTED Rec'd 9:17 p.m. 
SECSTATE 


539, May 10, 3 p.m. 
EMBTEL 479, April 27, 3 p.m. 


In official statement issued yesterday, Democratic 
Party leader Cele] Bayar announced his party had decided 
to abstain from mmicipal elections scheduled for May 26. 
Statement pointed out that President Inonu in speech on 
November 1, 1945, had forecast general elections for early 
1947 and municipal elections would normally fall due this 
September. Bayar asserted that there had been no develop- 
ment in political situation since that time necessitating 
advancing date municipal elections, and he suggested 
Saopatan due desire Republican People's Party obtain ad- 
vantage. 


Statement also predicted sudden government decision 
regarding national elections, date of which still unannounced. 


Privately, Democratic Party sympathizers say they con- 
sider really free elections cannot be held so long as 
present restrictive press, police and associations laws stay 
on stato books. They mention no progress made in amending 
these laws, despite President Inonu‘'s suggestions of last 
Bovember and these persons also are discreetly critical 
of President's recent tour, in which he called on electorate 
to get out and vote. They accuse him of implying that sup- 
porters of present foreign policy should vote for Republican 
People's Party. 


In address 
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RESTRICTED 
-2-#539, May 10, 3 p.m., from Ankara. 


In address delivered at evening session of Grand Congress 
of Republican People's Party today, President Inonu, in what 
is described by observers as his first really "political" 
speech, strongly condemned Democratic Party's decision to 
abstain from mmicipal elections and he said opposition 
attitude was reminiscent of events which have taken place 
in "other countries” and tended to lower Turkey's prestige 
internationally. He explained that municipal elections had 
been put forward because world conditions are calm now but 
mm; not be in future, and he hinted that date of national 
elections also will be advanced. 


It appears, therefore, that unless unexpected events 
occur, such as speedy repeal of unpopular laws cited above, 
Democratic Party will not participate in municipal elections 
and possibly not even in national elections. However, 
National Resurgency Party hes announced it will take part in 
municipal elections, but is given extremely little chance 
to carry more than a few seats. 


WILSON 
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549, Mey 11, 7 p.m. 
(EMBTEL 539, May 10, 3 p.m.). 


Extraordinary session of Grand Congress’ of Republican 
People's Party which opened yesterday ended at noon 
today. This morning Congress expressed itself in favor 
of single degree elections and modification of law on 
&ssociations to permit formation of parties on class and 
professional lines. Party president was made reelective 
every four years, and so-called "independent group” of 
party was abolished on ground its raison d'etre no longer 
exists owing formation other political parties. All these 
four changes had been suggested by Pres Inonu in opening 
address to Congress. 


9r711-S/00°298 


Pres Inonu who was reelected as party -reoident 
appointed PRIMIN Serecoglu party vice president snd 
Previous Beneral administration board was rozlectac. 


It is considered likely that Democratic Party will 
issue strong reply to president's criticisms yesterday. 


today and that if it 4s cleared by censor some Istanbul 

Papers will reprint it. Implication is that local press. 
afraid of story but would use once it's telegraphed out}. 
of country. hoOF 
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SECRET 
-2- #549, May 11, 7 p.m., from Ankara. 


‘ 


We have no direct knowledge of truth of charges 
allegedly made by Koprulu, altho it seems possible 
unet in isolated case police and local People's Party 
organization in provinces may have acted extralegally. 
That apparontiy vas experience in 1930 when Liberal 
Party was scarted by Fethi Okyar, and had to be suppressed 
because people were unable understand meaning "His 
Majesty's loyal opposition". However, most observers 
seem to feel that Turk people have become more mature 
politically in meantime, and that while there may be 
isolated instances of trouble, an orderly two-party 
system is capable of succeeding. 


It is hardly necessary to underline use to which 
Koprulu's statement might be put by radio Moscow should 
it be published. 


(Sent Dept as 549, repeated London as 90, Moscow 4s 
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Rec'd 8:25 a.m., 12th 


SECSTATE 


550, May 11, 8 p.m. 
EMBTEL 539, May 10, 3 p.m. 


We are in general agreement with British analysis of 
internal Turk situation as set forth in London's 4963, 
Mey 9, 6 p.m. However, we question whether Democratic 
Party can be considered "stooge" organization in view its 
decision to abstain from forthcoming municipal elections, 
its implied criticism of President Inonu, end President's 
strong attack on that decision yesterday. This does not 
exclude possibility that one of motives of President in 
permitting Bayar to form new party may have been to give 
&ppearance of opposition, but if this true, party feeling 
seems to have mounted to such an extent that it would be 
difficult now to keep opposition only nominal. 


Reference to “departure" of Aras from Democratic 
Party seems to be mistake. He recently resigned from 
Republican People's Party but he has not joined any other 
party and has stated he intends for time being to remain 
outside politics. While he definitely out of favor with 


Government, expression "disreputable element” perhaps 
unwarranted. 


Sent Dept as 550, repeated London as 91 and Moscow 
as 57. 
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Rec'd May 28, 1946 
C542 a.m. 
Secretary of State, 


‘aghingtean. 
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Istanbul press May 14 published lengthy state- 
ment by Democratic Party leader Celal Bayar in answe 


' 
{ 


26: 


to President Inonu's criticisms of that party before @ 
Grand Congress of Republican Peoples Party May 10. ay 
EMBTEL 539. ° 
Bayar listed as reasons for his party's decision 2 
to abstain from municipal electigns scheduled for May a 


i hes 


One. Fact that legal provisions which "enoumber 7 
proper expression of nstional will" have not been modifi Fi 


Two. Moving forward of election date vas political ? 
maneuver of Republican Peoples Party davsigned to take ’ 
advantage of opposition's unpreparedness. He cited lavs 
impeding freedom of speech, press and organivation and 
pointed out that President Inonu had himssl¢ recognized ; 
fact that tnese laws repressive in speech before Grand = 
National Assembly Nov. 1, 1945. Regarding second point, | 
Bayer said Democratic Party could notb. pti 1 in invidio 
position of accepting faits accomplis. Pe 
Bayar took pains to reiterate that his party and s 
Republican People; Party havo identical views on 
foreign affairs but made it clear that Democrats will 
follow "completely independent domestic policy". - 
Throughout speech there were references to President ‘ 
Inuonu's statement lest year favoring further democratiza- 
tion with implication that govt is now backsliding. Among 


several criticisms 


RESTRICTED of 


(Ou7) 


RESTRICTED 
-2-, #558, May 16, 4 p.m., from /\nkara 


several criticiems of President which, while mild 

for most countries, is almost unprecedented in recent 
Turkish history, Bayar denied President's assertion 
that it is necessary for President of republic to be 
party chief. Citing Turkish Constitution, Bayar pointed 
out, that by providing for responsible cabinet, it is 
ic that national presidency be placed above party 
politics. 


There has been much interest in Bayar statement 
which seems to dispose of any lingering feeling that 
Democratic Party is "stooge" for government to give 
semblance of democracy. It is interpreted as ving 
government choice of either modifying objectionable laws 
and holding national elections no earlier then September 
or being faced with Demgcratic Party's abstention from 
n&étional elections also. In that event,some circles 
believe government may encourage National Resurgency 
Party and other minor groups (including Social Democratic 
Party whose suspension now lifted) in order to save face 
in elections. 
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DC/R 
555, May 16, noon ¢,4 
In talk with Soviet Ambassador, he spoke jubilaatly °C 
of recent political developments in Turkey resulting in 2) 
decision Democratic Party abstain from municipal elections. N 
He referred to story of local correspondent NY TIHES- ie 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (EMBTEL 548, May 11) which has been oO 
published here in garbled Porm and remarked "world opinion O 
will now know how much real democracy there is in Turkey" SS 
and he took occasion to run through at length familiar JI 
collection of anti-British gags, singling: out Churchill ' 
for especially vituperative comment, alleging Churchill = 
now engaged in organizing "reactionaries" in England and re) 
US for attempt at intervention in Russia similar to ‘SM 
intervention after first World War. o 
Sent Dept as 555, repeated Moscow as 58, London 
as 92. 
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EMBASSY OF THE. |” 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


nS 


Ankara, May 17, 1946 


No. 820 
RESTRICTED 
c Subject: Grand Congress of Cumburiyet Halk 


Fartisi, Mey 10-11, 1946, 


lv 


The Honorable 
“ -Thé Sscretary of State, 


Bir: 


‘ Washington. 


0 
‘ uy 
7° 


With reference to the Embassy's telegrams Nos 47, April 
27. 3 Pome, 539, May 10, 3 p.m. and 549, May 11, 7 pom., I 
have the honor to give hereunder a brief summery of the pro- 


ceedings of the Grand Congress of the Cumhuriyet Helk Partisi 
which met in extraordinary session at Ankara on May 10 and ll, 


1946. 


The account of the proceedings of the Grand Congress, 
es given in the bulletin of the semi-officiel Apedolu Ajensi 
of May 11, 1946, was most incomplete and unsetisfectory, For 
example, the bulletin failed to give the texts of the resolu- 
tions adopted, end berely mentioned the important decision to 
suppress Article 22 of the party program. However, as pieced 
together from the Anadolu Ajansi bulletin, the account in the 
Ankera newspaper Ylus, and information received fram persons 


who attended the Congress, the following four important decisions 


were taken: 


1. 


Article 4(c) of the Party program, which read that 
‘given the conditions obtaining in our country, we con- 
sider that two-degree elections, permitting citizens to 


give their votes to persons whom they know and have con- 


fidence in, conform with practical necessities" was 
repealed. In its place the Congress went on record es 
favoring direct elections, which resolution will heve 
to be implemented by action of the Grand National 
ASsembly in amending the present election law, a herit- 
age from Ottoman times. (sor excerpts from this law, 
See Enbassy's despatch No. 26 dated June 21, 1945 on 
the subject, "Turkish Election Law,") 


Article 4 and 5 of the Ferty stetutes, the first of 
which stipulated that "The Supreme, permanent head of 
the party is Ismet Inénf," and the second of which 
provided for the filling of this position in the event 
of the decease, resignetion, or incapacity of the 
incumbent, were repealed and repleced by the following: 


"he The General President of the Party is elected 
by the Grand Congress from emong the deputies 
of the party for a period of four years.” 
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“5 The Gemoral Presidency of the party may 
become vacant under the following three 
conditions: 


A. Death 

B. Confirmation of an illness which 
prevents the carrying on of the 
duties. 

C. Resignation 


In the event of vacancy for one of these 
three reasons, the Grand Congress convenes 
immediately and elects to the General 
Presidency one of the deputies belonging 
to the party.* 


3e Articles 116 to 123 of the party statutes, which 
provided for the estebliehment of the so-called 
“Independent Group® within the party, were abrogated. 


4k. Article 22 of the party program was repealed, This 
read as follows: 


"It is forbidden to establish in Turkey organizations 
having as their object the defense or propagation of 
ideas based upon class, sex, or regionalism, or to 
provoke class conflict. Persons remunerated by the 
State, local administrative units, minicipelities or 
otate enterprises may not found organisations of a 
professionel nature representing interests having 
to do with the functions they carry out." 


All four of these changes were brought about as the result 
of President Inénd‘s initiative, and were adopted unanimously. 
‘the resolution in favor of direct elections for deputies will 
require to be implemented by the Grand National Assembly, while 
the abrogation of Article 22 of the party program likewise 
clears the deck for changes in the current Lew on Associations. 
With respect to the other two changes, the provision for re-electing 
the party President at regular intervals removes a much criticized 
feature of the party organization, while the "Independent Group’ 
of the party, originally founded in order to provide a "control 
mechanism’ in the Grand National Assembly, but which never really 
carried out this function, obvious unnecessary once oppoe 
sition political parties were pe come into existence. 
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Eawin C. Wilson 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Ankara, May 17, 1946 
No, 818 
RESTRICTED 

Subject: Extension of Martial Law in Six 
oC Provinces of Turkey. 
a 
es ye 
: p= j Gin Ye 

Phe Honorable H 
= The Secretary of State, 
= Washington. 
Sir; 


I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 453 of 
December 17, 1945, reporting the extension for six months 


after December 23, 1945, of the state of siege in the 


Provinces of Istanbul, Edirne, Kirklareli, ekirdag, QGenekkale, 


and Kocaeli, and to advise the Department that on May 14, 1946 
the Grand National Assembly, at the request of the Prime 


Minister, approved the extension of this state of siege for 


e further six months efter the scheduled expiration date. 


Ahmet Seracoglu, writing in the opposition newspaper 


Xeni Sebeh of May 15, deplores this action of the Assembly 
“Yon the grounds that the forthcoming elections in the Provinces 
+ atmosphere of 


under reference will not teke place in 
freedom if they are held under mertia! 






File No. 810 


SWRockwe1] smab r, 
in ori (1 and Hectograph to the Department 
CC: Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
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JUN TL1%o EMBASSY OF THE aa 
i as YnrreD STATES OF AMERIC. DIREC ron 
he = JUN 7 1535 y) 
Br, MR. HENUEASON wy Ad 
ss Pes j ur whe 
. Ankara, May 20, 1946. et eee 
Strictly Confidential of 
Dear Loy: 


I enclose copy of a Leger introduction to you 
which I am giving to Rauf OrBay. He is planning a trip 
to England this summer, and he may go on to the United 
States. I hope very much that he does so. You of 
course know who he is. He was Minister of Marine in the 
government of the Sultan at the end of the first World 
War, signed the armistice of Mudros for Turkey, became 
one of theclosest associates of Mustafa Kemal in 
organizing the Turkish Nationalist Movement, was exiled 
by the British to Malta, was Prime Minister of Turkey 
after his return to the country, and then, following a 
break with Atattrk because of the leader's dictatorial 
methods, was obliged to leave Turkey for many years. 

He is today unquestionably, with President Inénu, the 
outstanding personality in Turkey. He is a very fine 
character. Honest, straight-forward, modest, extremely 
well read and informed, he plays a great role behind the 
scenes in Turkey. He is a close friend of the President, 
who consults him frequently and who never fails when 
visiting Istanbul, where Rauf Rey lives, to lunch with 
him. When Rauf Bey was Ambassador to London a few years 
ago, he resigned his post there because of finding him- 
self out of sympathy with certain practices bordering 
on a corrupt nature which he found were going on in the 
government in Ankara.e Since his return to Turkey he has 
been offered the post of Ambassador in Washington but has 
declined it, ae he has declined any other post under the 
government, until reforms and changes are made which he 
considers necessary. The immediately foregoing I do not 
have directly from him, but I have it from perfectly 
reliable sources close to him. He lives at Bebek near 


Istanbul .. . 


The Honorable 
Loy W. Henderson, 
Chief, Division of Ncar Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. Ce. 
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Istanbul in the utmost simplicity, on a small pension which 
he receives as a retired Turkish naval officer. 


Rauf Bey, I am reliably informed, is one of the outstanding 
personalitics in the Moslem world. He is well known and his 
views are regarded with respect not only throughout the Moslem 
countries of the Near and Middle East, but in India and China, 
both of which he has visited. I understand that he maintains 
a voluminous correspondence with Moslem leaders in other countries 
and that he constantly receives visits from people bringing him 
messages from leading Moslems throughout the world. 


Rauf Bey was an old and close friend of Admiral Bristol, 
and is a close and valued friend of Captain Trammell. I have 
come to know him well and find him one of the most charming and 
genuine persons I have ever known. 


I am writing you at this length regarding Rauf Bey because 
I want to bespeak your interest in case he visits the United 
States, in seeing that something very special is done for him. 
Ee is a former nava] officer and Minister of the Navy of Turkey. 
I hope very much that if he goes to Washington an appointment 
nay be made for him to call on Admiral Nimitz, Chief of Staff 
of our Navy, and also to visit the Naval Academy at Annapolis. 
I also hope very much that an appointment may be made for him 
to call on Secretary Byrnes, and that appointments can be 
arranged for him to talk with Senator Connally and with Senator 
Vandenberg. I have given him letters to Senator Pepper and to 
Congressman Mundt and Mrs. Bolton, who visited Turkey last year 
but who did not meet Rauf Bey as he was away at that time. I 
think it, however, particularly important that an outstanding 
figure like Rauf Bey, former Prime Minister, etc., should have 
an opportunity if he visits the United States, to be received 
by the gentlemen I have mentioned above, 


I am arranging with Rauf Bey for him to cable me from 
London whether he in fact will find it possible to go on to 
the United States. If he does, then I shall telegraph you 
referring to this letter and giving you the approximate date 
on which he will be in Washington. I shall ask him to call 
upon you as soon as he arrives in Washington, and shall then 
very much hope that the appointments mentioned above can be 
arranged for him. 


With all best wishes, 





cc: 
Ge Lewis Jones, Fsquire 


Ankara, May 20, 1946. 


Dear Loy: 


It is with great pleasure that I give this letter 
of introduction to you to His Excellency Rauf Orbay who 
is making plans for a trip to the United States sometime 
this summer. As you of course know, Mr. Orbay was at 
one time Prime Minister of Turkey, Minister of Marine and 
former Ambassador to Great Britain. 


I am glad to say that I am privileged to regard him 
as a warm person:] friend. In the event he makes his trip 
to the United States I want very much for him to meet you, 
and to have a good talk with you. I shall greatly appre- 
ciate all courtesies which can be extended to him. 

With kindest personal regards, 


Yours as every, 


/s/ Edwin C. Wilson 


ECW/gm 
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The Honorable ~ 
Loy W. Henderson, 
Chief, Divieion of Near Hastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


No blue 


Dear Ea: 

Thank you for your letter of May 20 with regard 
to Rauf Orbay. We shall all, of course, be delighted 
to see him if he decides to come to this country, and 
you may be sure that we will do our best to arrange 
for him the appointments you suggest. 


Sincerely yours, 


LWH 


The Honorable 
Edwin C. Wilson, 
American Ambassador, 
Ankara, 


\y NE GLewis Jones 
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UNITED STATES OF AMBRICAU 3 1346 
Ankera | May 21, 1946-ci5 | 


Depa MENT CF STATE 





No. 829 bef) 
C3 
RESTRICTED a3) 
Subject: turkish Municipal Elections Law ~ 
and Recent Changes therein. . 
& fe) 
2 ai 
The Honorable he 
fhe Secretary of State, we 
= Washington, ih 
” - Ay 
Sirs > o 


1 have the honor to enclose, for the Department's records, 
five copies of the Embassy's translation of Articles 20 to 53, 
inclusive, of Section Ili of Turkish Law No. 1580 dated April 3, 
1930, published in Official Gazette No. 1471 of April 1), 1930. 


The articles in question, which are intended for resdy reference, = 
have to do with the method of election and the dissolution of aA 
municipal councils. 


There is also enclosed a copy of a brief memorandum prepared 
by Mr. Ali Nur Bozcali of the Embassy staff discussing the changes 
made in Law No. 1580 by Law No. 4878 passed by the Grand National 
Assembly im its session of April 29, 1946. 


As previously reported by telegram, the municipal elections 
this year will be held on May 26, 1946, instead of in September, as 
is normally the case, The elections will be contested by the 
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican Peoples Party), the Milli 
Kelkinme Pertisi (rarty of National Resurgency) and possibly by 
other minor perties as well; however the Demokret Parti (Democratic 
Party) has decided to abstain because it iders the date to be 
too soon, and since certain laws it objects have not as yet 
been repealed by the Grend National 





Respect. 


File No. 829 / 
JéHorner :mab 

To the vepartment im Origine] and Hegtograph 
CC: wivision of Neer Eastern Affairs 
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nd. ee ee bmw, he Tt Seg. f29 
‘Law No. 1580 i hn. 
dated April 3, 1930. tad - Cohen 
(Official Gazétte No. 1471 of April 14, 1930) 





MUNTCIEAL 20UNCIL 


A. ORGANIZATION 





Duration of the Council 


Art. 20 - Municipal Counc’is are direstly 2lected ty those 
citizens to Wom she r*ght to vote has been 
granted, the e1ectoral period to he for four 
years, 


Number _o= Municipai Council leavers 





Art, 21 - The Municipal Council is comoosed ot 12 members 
in those cities whose nopulations soir S000 at 
the minimum; an additicial member is elected 
for every 500 inhabitenis beyond the 3000, in 
those cities whose population is 3000 +1 5000; 
an additioral member for every 1090 inhahi tents 
beyond the 5000, in those whose tots1 ponulation 
numbers 500C to 10,000; an additiouel member for 
every 3000 inhabitants beyong the 1uU,1.0G, in 
those having a total ropulation of 19,000 to 
25,000; sn additional member foi every £000 in- 
habitants Leyond the 25,000, in thoce where the 
total population is 25,000 to 50,000; an saddi- 
tional member for every 10,000 inhabitants 
beyond the §0,00C, in thosc whewe the total 
population tg £0,000 to 100,000 and: an addi-. 
tional memoer for every 25,000 tanabitants 
beyond the 100.00C, in thuse cities wheve the 
total oopulctiion is ever 190,90° 21:! itanta, 











Fixing of the Number of Mrvicirpal Councilors in 
Local: tics _civided up into Municipal Wards __ 


Art. 22 - Thc muaber o* munici pe] cxuncziors te be assigned 
to Incalitisc. Givided ro tints municipal wards 
once rized in tne oroportions spoasified in 
Arbicse Pl, tne nunber of municipal councilors 
to bs slected by the slectors of every ward is 
fixed anc? published by the highest local cfficial 
of the vivil administration, on coné.tion that it 
is calcuiated on the basis of tic numoer of in- 
habitants in erch ef tis werds, cem,.9eod with 
the tota™ poovlation of the city. 











HCTOKAL RIGHTS i 






Art. 23 - To have tne right to vote in municipa! -Lections, 
one must: 


1. be a Turk; 
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2. prove that he has resided in the town con- 
cerned for at least six months; 


5. nave somvleted his eighteenth year; 
4. not have been sentenced to heavy imprisonment; 
5. not been dismissed from public vervice; 


6. not have been sentencel for such offences as 
theft, swindling, broach of trust, bankruptcy; 


7. Soldiers under arms, gcndarmes, police 
officers, pdlicemen, and militery agents may 
not take part in municipal elections. 





Conditions Required to be Elected 
Art. 24 - To be elected municipai councilor ons must: 
1. be a Turk; 


2. fulfill the requirements provided for in 
paragraph 2.of .rticle 23; 


3. rot have been dismissed from public servlce; 
4. have comploted his twenty-fifth year: 
5. know how to read and write Turkish; 


6. not have been sentenced for any.of the 
delinquencies mentioned in paragraphs 4, 5, 
and 6 of Articlo 83; 

7. not be a controctor to the Go-vornment ov to 
any. cne ef the municipal departments, or 
guecantov or partner of such contractors, or 
debtor on sccount of these functions. 


8. Soldicrs under arms 
officers, polivems ilitary egents are 
“not eligible to be rurietpal souncilors 
(cxcept in caress when roserve officers are 
callec up for a trairing period in the" ~ 
course of manoeuvres). 





zcudarmes, police 








Officers Ineligible to Municipal Councilorship 


Art. 25 - State official, a3 wel] ss municipsl Omployees, 
¥ are ineligible to be municipal councilors of 
the city or town in which they dwell, 





ons Granted_a Seat _in the Same Council 
Art. 26 - Close relatives, including collateral 
cannot be at the same time members of 
mustcipal coune?1. 


descendants, 
the same 





Moen ... 
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When those who cannot have simultaneously a seat 
in the same council are elected, he who obtains 
the greatest number of Votes,’ and whére there is 
equality, he who is married, and among those 
married, he, who has the greatest numer of chil- 
‘dren, is given the titlé of member, 


In case of equality in the number of ‘shildren, 
the system of drawing lots is adopted. Those 
who become rolatives after teing clected are 
subjected to the same provisions. 


Penalties Given to Those who Declire the 
Councilor's Mandate c 


Art, 28 - Those who, once elected municipal councilors, fail 
to fulfill their duties for one year during the 
four years of their mandate, without putting for- 
ward health reasons or any 6ther obstacle, such as 
the obligation for them to leave the town, are, by 
decision of the council, deprived of their eligi- 
bility right for a period of four years. The per- 
sons concerned who are not satisfied with the 

_ council's decision have the right, within one 
month from the date of the notification addressed 
to them in due form, to file an objection with the 
local Court of First Instance or police-court 
magistrate. The Court or the police-court magis- 
trate pronounce a final judgment in the matter. 


Obligations of the Outgoing Presidents and 
Mombers : 





Art. 29 - The Municipal Council's outgoing presidents and 
mombers cannot, before one year has clapsed from 
their retiroment, cither individually or collec- 
tively make claims against the municipality te 
which they hclong, nor be appointed to a paid 
post in the form of salary or wages paid out of 
the same municipality's budget, nor also be, indi- 
vidually or os a partner, contractor in a munici- 
pal department of the same locality. In accordance 
with Article 9 of the Advocatés' Law, Presidents 
and mombers of Municipal Councils are forbidden 
to take. any judicial action in connection ‘with any 
matter laid bofore them or upon which they are to 
vote while exercising their president or councilor 
mandate. 


Causes for Ex Post Facto Cancellation of the, 
Mombor Mandate tax 


Art. 30 - “incn any one of the conditions inherent in the 
; municipal council mandate happens to be violated, 
the said mandate becomes null and void, However, 
no matter what the origin and naturc of the man- 
datc's defeasance, the council is to deliver its 
judgmcnt in the mattcr and decided whether to 
forgive the rusigner or accept his resisanition. 


© wweews 


Art. 31 - The Municipal elections start at the hs 


Art. 32 - 


Art. 


33 - 


jae 


C.- ELECTORAL PROCEDURE 


Duration and Close of the Flections 





inning of 
September and end on October 20. In case the 
council, by redson of dissolution, annulment or 
resignation, withdraws before the proper time, 
the election of. the new council hegins in the 





‘month subsequent to the,date of notification, in 


which case the periods. allowed for the municipal 
transactions’ run as from the day the elections 
have started, and are published by the municipali- 
ties. EA 


_ Constitution of the Electoral Committee 
Oqastsiutten ef ths Blestore | Comm tte 


"hen September of the electoral year CONSE, EH) 
municipal presidents or; ward directors advi 
the respective aldermen, in writing, and tor 


every district, ask for.two eligible: persons, 


preferably ‘those knowing. how to reéad‘‘and write, 
for the supervision of.the electoral transactions. 
Every ward's body of aldermen meets ‘tinder the 
chairmanship of an alderman, and proceeds with 
the election, by Secrct vote, of as many persons 
as ‘required among the ward's inhabitants. No 
matter what the number of those elected from 
watds, they all‘are convened to the district 

town’ hall or its branches, where ten persons at 
the’ maximum and five at.the minimum are selected 
by drawing: lots out of those shown in the full 
list, and in the prosence of at loast one-third 
of the members clected; and’ ten persons at the 
maximum and “five at the minimum for every muni- 
cipal ward if there is.question of cities divided 
into municipal wards. Electoral committees arc 
thus sect up in the proportion of one for every 
town, or ward. * 


Electoral Divisions 


In ‘order to facilitate municipal clections, the 
town or municipal ward may be divided into elec- 
toral divisions having five hundred inhabitants 
at the minimum... In this case, the number of 
persons to be elected among those chosen by the 
wards, and also the number of persons to be 
selocted for each clectoral division is fixed by 
decision of the municipal cduncil and approved 
by the highest local official of the civil 
sorvice. The decisions concerning the division 
into sections must specify the quarters and 
streets of which each division is composed. The 
decision of the municipal council concerning the 
electoral division, and approved by the highest 
official of the civil service, is published in 
the press, or by other means, at least six months 
in advance. The number of porsons selected by 


tho sso. 


Art. 34 - 
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the electoral committee. fro each electoral 
division is five at the minimum. The elec- 
toral divisions are presided over by the mayor 
whero there is one, and by the municipal coun- 
cilor where there is none.’ When there are no 
municipal councilors, every division elects 
its own president among its inhabitants. 


The municipal council designates, by drawing 
lots, thé councilor who is to head each of the 
sections. In case’one of the membors of the 
electoral committec happens to resign or 
absents himself from the committeo without 
resigning, or else does not answer-the summons 
made him in writing, he is replaced by another 
by drawing lots.'. The. electoral commission is 
ceded by the mayor, or his substitute, or by 
the director of the municipal ward. The-deci- 
sions of the committec are valid when they are 
approved by a simple ma jority of the mombers 
who have attended ‘the meeting, two-thirds of 
the members being présent. There is in the 
electoral committec 4 minute+book with’ numbered 
pages bearing tho initials of the board of ad- 
ministrators and these decisions and procedures 


sare noted in? said boom,” and’ signed by" the presi- 


dent’ and members « 


Electoral Registers: 


Every municipality makes out, separately and 
through the electoral committee, registers of 
the electors and eligible citizens. Copies of 
the electoral lists are posted for six days, 
holidays excepted, at the doors of the local 
mayoralties and town-halls, as well as in 


“other public places. 


Publication of Electoral Procedures 
Exhibition of Registers 


There shall be published in newspapers or by 
other proper means, before the placarding of - 
the ‘electoral lists, the number of days during 
which they must be exhibited; the period fixed 
to allow those who have been listed or omitted 
to put in objections; the date from which 
objections are no longer valid; the dates at 
which the elections start, and when ‘they are 
closed; the day when, and the place whcre, the 
vote is opened to every divisions's electors 
and the place where the ballot=box will be 
located. 


Art. 


Art. 


Art. 


Art. 


36 - 


37 - 


38 - 


39 - 
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Claims 


Claims made within the six days of the lists' 
exhibition, on accoumt of erroneous entry, or 
repetition or omission in the registers’ of 

the electors' names and identities, are cxam- 
ined by the electoral committce, which gives 

a decision on the corrections to be made. In 
casc the electoral committee judges the claim 
unjustified, a copy of the decision rejecting 
the claim is addressed to tho complainant. 

The lists are taken down on the sixth day of 
their exhibition, at 6 pe m. No claim is valid 
after this period. The election committee must. 
complete the corrections incumbent on it on the 
last day of September, in the evening at the 
latest. 


Objections to the Election Committee Decisions 


Those who are not satisfied with the decisions 
taken by the electoral committee have the right 


, to appeal within three days subsequent to the 


notification to them of the decision, to the 
local Court of primary jurisdiction or, if thoro 
is. not. any, to the police-court magistrate. The 
decision must be attached to their petitions. 
After this period, they are precluded from. fur- 
ther recourse. 


The court delivers its final judgment on these 
suits within six days at the latest. 


Period During Which tho Poll is Open 


If one day only is deemed insufficient for the 
delivery of the voting papers, the period to be 
granted and the time when, on the last day, the 
poll is closed, shall be fixed by decision of 
the municipal council and approved by the high- 
est local official of the civil sorvice. 


Election Posters 


So long as ballot-papers are admitted in the 
polling hall, the election poster remains 
placarded at the wall of the building. 


Examination of the Ballot-box and Affixing of 
_ the Seals 





Before the ballot-papers are put-into the 
ballot-box, the latter is presentcd by the 


‘president to the manbers of the oleetion com- 


mittee and other persons prosent who ascertain 
that the box is empty. The box is then ticda 
on its four sides with cord, and sealed on tho 
knots. The-box has two locks, cach with a 
different key, and has also a slit wide enough 


tO seve 


Art. 41 


the talict-papers is co 
“aspaper why 


: morning in tho presence 


to permit a thin letter to te 
Durisag ths polls, che slit 6 
red 










o 








e four cern 
president and his assoecs. 





Every elector must briag bls own vebting-paoor 
and put it into the talioy box. “Nu voting 
peper may » For sry ‘reason whetscever, be pus 
into the box on behalr of a third person. The 
voting papors shali beir the electcr's nama 
addycss, elenature or iar... Every clor 
y before the Bheation Comnit 
rn opts Ge than pat ih‘ the 



















not leiow how 
and writ 0 Turkish, hee ius print .« 

He ate thenstake thu pakiot- paper on which he 
the name of twice th dumber of thea 
counciiors to be clected; in ea8e he cocs not 
know, how to. read: and: white! Purk » née will have 
the paper 7ilied in by"a Péliable persen Jd put 
it himsclf into the ballot bex in the prescase 




























of the committees: The‘bailot box eaaaot bo 
opered until mevo than ‘half of the Bess 
listed ia the register havo cast the 





In case it 15 ascertained,. alter che thie 
on the evonine of the clections ioe has f 
of the elccteors have not gone tao ‘thé the 
callot-hox is not opencad and th 62 of the 
poll is extended by one week wider decision 
of the clestion committcyv, which pu et the 
extenston, After this Celay, the, bal bas is 


opened in conformity with Article 42- 


Opening of the Pallot-hox and Examiaction of 
the Voting Paocrs 





At the close of the election, the balict box is 
opened In tne presence of at least threo members 
ef the election committce, in places where the 
counciJors numbsr tyvelve, and in the presence of 
at least soven of the members, in othor places, 





1. .The-numbcor of voting-papers is checked 
and .comparec with the:-total number of the clee- 
tors entered en the ixitfalled lists bearing 


SA BNE ERP Us or marks. 


Re ‘Those voting- papers whitch are illegible 
or do not: Contain an adequite Urpagnation of tne 





.elocted person are put asido,. 


3. Those names which fail to correspond to 
the rcquiremonts for councillors do not center 
into the results, 


Ae wee 


Arte 43 - 
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4. Names on ballots wntch contain less 
names than those of the councilor: wravidr 4 
for are-listcd in order; those which contain 
more names than these of tho ton«cilors pro- 
vided for are struck cut, boginuing mith the 
last name. 


5. The counting and cacmination of the 
voting-papers once completed as stlousated x 
above, the number of votys. obtained by exch 
of the candidates is fixed, priority being 
given to those having obtained the Grapepat 
number of ‘votes. 


6. The priority among the cindidates 
having roceived.an equal number of votes: 13 
given to he who is marricd; among those mar- 
ried, ta the eldest, and: where thure™is” 
equality of age, amons those having the. greatest. 
number of children, and in case of equality in 
the numbor of childron, by drawing lots. 


7, Beginning with the candidate having 


-obt..1.ned the greatest number of votes, the 


names are classified according *to tno number 
of scats available, an cqual number of cindi- 
dates to be designated substitute menners, 


8. Aftor ‘thd returns are drawn up, the 
voting papers, filed lists, and invalid voting- 
papers are put into separate envelopes which 
are sealed by the clection committee and “Kept 
by tne municipality in its safs. 


Election Returns 
The classification providsod for in the pre- 
vious article once completed, tho election 
committee draws up an election return con- 
taining the following points and presents it 
to the highest local official of the civil 
service: 


‘1. The dates of opening and closing of 
the elections. 


2. Tho date of opening of the ballot box, 
and the names of the election committee members 
who attended the opening. 


3. Tho number of voting-papers collected, 
the number of the names mentioned in the 
lists and in whose margin the electors will 
have. placed their signature or finger-print, 
and the number of names benring no sign. 


4. The numbor of invalid voting-papers 
and the reasons for their invalidity. 


Se ene 


Art. 44 - 


as 


. 5. The number of votes gathered by cach 
condidate, in order of classification, begin- 
ning from tho greatost to tho simailest 


6.. The candidates classifi«cd a. zouicilors 
and substitute councilor. according $o the num- 
ber of seats. ta be provided for. ‘ 


7, In ease one of the electors denounces 
or complains that the elections are illepal, 
the nature of the denunciation or complaint. 


Closing of the Elections 


On the basis of the returns to be sent before 
Octobor 20, the district governor or ths pro- 
vincial governor notifies the president and 
members of the municipal council of their 


election. 3 


Substitution of the Council. by the Comittee 
in_ the Exercise of its Powers -_ 
A copy of the election return is posted on the 
wall of the council's chamber... In case of 
vacancy of a councilor's seat, the subssitute 


‘members are asked by the president to. fulfill 


. the duties of councilor, by order of votcc,. 


Art. 46 - 


Art. 47 - 


The substitute members complete the term of the 
mandate. In case of resignation of all the 
municipal council members, the clection com- 
mittoc fulfills their duties until the now 
elections are terminated. In caso the presi- 
dent also resigns, he is replaced .by the vicec- 
president, and if there is no vice-president 

er if tho lattor rosigns too, a. person is 
appointed by the governor to fulfill -tompo- 
rarily the duties of president. 


C_- ELECTORAL PENALTIES 


Those Voting in Violation of the Law. 


Those who, concealing the fact that they have 
forfeited their electoral rights, assumo false 
names and capacities so,.as tq be entered on 
the electoral list, aro liable to a penalty 

of not less than one week imprisonment. 


Those Rosorting to Thrbats 


Those ‘who resort to threats toward the wloc- 
tors in.order to. be elected ‘themselves or to 
have othors clected are liable to a penalty 
of not less than one week imprisonment in 


addition to a fine of 5 to 200 liras. 


Those «ese 
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Those Hindering or Disturbing the Electoral 
@ i _. Procedurg 


eee cere a 7 mae} 


Art. 48 - Those who open, without authority, thé ballot 
. box; those who stcal or tear to pieces tho i 
official papers and ‘lists concerning. the-eloc- 
tions, the notices exhibited to tho pyblic dur- 

x dng. the period stipulated by the clection com- 

mittee, the olectoral lists, or voting papors; 
or those who disturb the olectoral procedure, 
aro;liable to a penalty of at least one month 
imprisonment in addition to 2 small Ting, of 
25.t0.200 liras. 








Penalties Applicable to Those Election: Committes 
Members who Spoil the Election or Violate 


3s i Impartialit; — 


If one or soveral membors or the totality of 
the:-electoral committce indulge in such 
Sy raegtions as are of a nature to spoil the-zclec- 
ev. bkon or, violnte impartiality, they are liable 
to a penalty of six months imprisonment:or a 
fine of,50 to 200 liras, or to both penalties 
& _ “together. ‘ 


‘Use. of Undue, Authority in Election Matters 


art. ‘50! ~ hone government officials ab make undue use 
of their authority in election matters are 
punished in conformity with the Turkish Penal 
Redo 


_Prosériptiton in Electoral Penalty Mattors 


Art. 51 - Public: agtions proceeding fron muriietpal 
elections are prescribed six months before, 
* + Sand one: year. after, the judgment is dolivored. 





D- ANNULMENT OF MUNICIP,L ELECTIONS 
annulment of the Elections 


apt. 52 - In case, within the period of six months, it 
is ascertained, wither in the course of the 
inspection or as a result of the complaint 
of any one of the electors, that an action 
in violation of the provisions of the present 
law has been committed in the municipal elec- 
tions, an inquiry is hold. If the inquiry 
confirms the irrogulsrity of the election, 
the documents in connection therewith are 
conveyed to the Council of Stnte which dc-:.'.: 
livers its decision within two months from.‘ 
the dato of issuanco of tho documents. If 
the judgment annuls the clection, a now 
election is prcscribod. In this casc, tho 
new council resumes the duties of the dis- 
solved council until the ond of tho latter's 
mandatos 


Ey ave 


E_- DISSOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 


Art. 53 - 1. When it moéets in addition to the ordinary * 
) or nea nenehons pressribed nal tho 
law. 





2. ‘When it moéta: in other places, than. those 
‘stipulated by the! Law:.; 





3.: ‘When it rstupobs bee PAPEL aawdthdin, te 
legal term, the duties coming’ within: its 
jurisdiction, and if this refusal causes 
interruption or —— in digas work bel lead 
upon it. Ae Ahh ‘ 





“4) When it indutges”fn por1etéar aovantes 
or SxUnSe tee wishes. of a ania wae nature. », : 


_ Se When i: } nuber ‘of enter ‘seccie vacant in 
one way or another and ‘the dgouncil, 1s. reduced 
©, to less’ than half of: poe ee heating membership. 


6. The council is ee a | in. ithe cases 
coming within the purview of paragraphs ly Bs 
and 4 ‘by decree -of the Council of: Ministers, 
upon the initiative of the Vinistry-of the 
Interior, and in cases provided for.in para- . 
graph 3, by the decision of. the Couneil of 
State acting upon -the Ministry. of Interior! s 
request. 


' In cases specified in-parngraph 5, new clec- 
‘tions aré préscribed by the Governor for 
suburban municipalities, and by the Winistry 
of Interior; for district or provincial muni-° 
cipalities. ;.In such case, the new council 
to be elected within two months carries out 
‘the: mandate, ‘ts prodecessor. 
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(snclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 829 of May 21, 
1946, from tne American Babessy, Ankara.) 


May 3, 19h6 


Blections for municipal councils are governed by « legislative 
aot, bearing Noo 1580, entitled "Law on Municipalities" which was 
adopted by the Grand Netionel Assembly on April 3, 1930. Article 2 
of the said lew provides for a municipal organisation im all “vilayet* 
and "kaza® centers irrespective of the population, and in all locali- 
ties with a population over 2000, 


Article 30 of the same lew stipulates thet municipal councils 
are elected for a period of four years by direst vote, end Article 23 
Provides that every Turkish citizen who has completed his lUth year, 
who is a regular resident of the municipal district, and who hes not 
been deprived of his civil rights, may teke pert in the voting, 
According to Article 2h, every citisen who has completed his 25th 
yeer, and otherwise possesses the sbove qualifications, may be elected 
to the municipal council. The number of municipal members to be 
elected in each municipality obviously varies according to the popu- 
letion on the basis of e rather complicated progression, the smallest 
number being lz for municipalities with a population not exceeding 
3000 (arte 21). 


The new law passed by the Assembly on April 29, 1946 (Law No. 
4878), which bears the title “iaw Modifying Certain Articles of the 
Law on Municipalities," does im no way change any of the foregoing 
principles, but introduees certain changes in Articles 31, 32, 33, 
3h, 35» 36, 38_ HO, bl, 42, 43, 4h ond 54, dealing mainly with the 
procedure of elections, 


The main changes mey be summed up as follows: 


@) Elections are to be held this time in Mey instead of 
September. This, however, is only a temporary provision, other- 
wise the new lew retains September as the regular month for 
municipal elections, 


b) The delay of fifty days allowed by the original lew 
for the completion of electoral formalities, and the final 
voting itself, has been reduced by the new lew to thirty days. 


c) The new law, furthermore, provides thet the voting 
itself shall be completed in one day, whereas the pertinent 
article of the lew in its former version authorized balloting 
over several days, 


4) In order to mke the holding of elections possible in 
one day, the new law provides for the establishment of polling 
stations for every 500 voters. 


@) «whe new lew, moreover, authorizes the representatives 
of political parties to be present at the poll boxes during 
the balloting, and requires the election camittees to extend 
such invitations, 


f) In its 
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f) In its modified form the new law abrogates the 
requirement thet esch ballot cast should bear the name, address 
end signature of the voter. In lieu it provides that the ballot 
of each voter shall be cast into the poll bax after being placed 
in em egvelope to be issued by the election committee. 


&) she new lew shortens the different deleys relative to 
the preperation and posting of election registers, the filing 
of objections, and the rendering ef decisions by electoral 
boards, end appeals to courts agninst such decisions. 


According to the provisions contained in the wuachanged portions 
of the original law, as well as in the articles of the new lew, 
municipal elections are to be supervised by (a) electoral boards to 
be established in every municipal district, composed of 5el0 residents 
chosen by lot from a group of residents te be selected by the comi- 
ttee of elders in every town section, and (b) electoral committees 
to be formed for each ballotting station, and which shall consist of 
five persons chosen by the municipal council, to be presided « if 
possible ~ by a member of the seid council, 


The opening of the ballot boxes and the polling of the votes 
cast shall be effected by the electoral boards in each municipal 
district. 


‘rhe lew passed on April 29th provides thet municipal councils 
thus elected will remain in office until September, 19§0, and regularly 
meet in October, February and June in Order to carry out the functions 
specified by law. 


May I, in this connection, also point out that the role of 
municipal councils in supervising and conducting legislative elections 
is a considerable one. 


Ali Nur Bozceli 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA“ 
Ankara, May 21, 1946 


Nos 832 / 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Statements of Deputy Fuat K4prdld, 


Democratic Party Leader, Concerning 
Alleged Irregular Activities of Turkish 


Government Affecting Democratic Party. 


fos) 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of Stete, 
Washington. 


girs 


= I heve the honor to refer to my telegram Noe 549 of May 11, 
1946, reporting the substance of an interview granted by Deputy 
Fuat Képrfilt, one of the leaders of the Democratic Party, to 
Aslan Humbareci, locel correspondent of the New York Times and 
the Chicago Tribune, during the course of which Mr. Képrdld 
accused the Turkish police of tapping the telephones of members 
of the Democratic Party, of opening official and personal mail ~ 
addressed to adherents of the Party, and of preventing in the 

provinces the free functioning of branches of the Party. 4 


nat poo 


There follows below a free translation of Mr. Humbaraci's ~ 
telegram to his editors, as published on May 1) by the Anadolu ! 
Ajenei: ‘ 


*'The Turkish Government is accused of resorting to illegal 
and anti-democratic methods in the political life of the country,’ 
said Professor Képrtild, one of the founders of the new Turkish 
Democratic Party, during the course of an interview. ‘In Order 
to prevent the growth of opposition parties in the country the 
Government is using methods which are illegal end anti-democratic.' 





*Fuat Képrflf, who is a member of the Grand National Assembly 
and @ graduate of many European universities, continued as follows: 
‘In many villages in Anatolia the activities of the Democratic 
Perty are being sabotaged by the Government authorities, including 
the police. In Anatolia, in the village of Koylhiser, a ci n 
who wanted to open an office of the Democratic Party was seised 
by the police and beaten all night. te 

"'In Adana, which is the town where Churchill and In: me 
during the course of the war, the Mayor gave orders to the ice 
to stop the ceremony arranged for the inauguration of the local 
branch of the Ferty.' 


*KSprald 


de 
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*KOpr@l@ emphasised that these were only two exemples. ‘In 
the Government administration all of the important posts are 
occupied by members of the Peoples! Farty.' 


*K6prfld, who criticized the action of the Peoples' Party 
in rendering homage to the army upon the closing of the Congress 
of the Party added: ‘Political parties ought to maintein them- 
selves apert from arms and uniform, 


"The threat of the Democratic Party to boycott the general 
elections if the President of the Republic Indénf@ does not keep 
the word given in his annual speech of last October leeves Turkey 
faced with the alternative of remaining for four years more under 
a one party system.‘ 


"According to KSpr@lfi, all postal correspondence is censored, 
ineluding private letters, and telephone conversations are submitted 
to a permanent control. 


"The Democratic Party, which has decided not to participate 
in the municipal elections, threatens to abstain as well from the 
legisletive elections, if the promises made by the President of 
the Republic last year are not kept. The President of the Republic 
had promised that the elections would be free, and that the lews 
preventing strict application of the liberties granted by the 
Constitution would be altered. 


"It is learned that the Democratic Party proposes to publish 
@ decleration which will constitute a reply to the speech delivered 
yesterday by Indnf to the Congress of the Peoples’ Party." 


This account given by the Anadolu Ajensi differs from Humberaci's 
account of Képrald's statements, as reported in the Embassy's 
telegram Noe 549 of May 11, in that it reports Képrilld as declaring 
that all postal correspondence is censored and that all telephone 
conversetions are controlled, instead of only thet of members of 
the Democratic Party, which is what the Embassy believes Képrald 
actually said. 


The fact that Professor K&prfilfi should have seen fit to make 
his critical statements to a correspondent of two foreign newspapers 
has produced an immediate and unfavorable reaction in the nationalistic. 
minded Turkish press, Professor Nihat Erim, writing in the semi-official 
Ulug of May 16, asks the following question: ‘When the advanced 
democracy which the Democratic Party desires is established, will 
we talk thus with foreigners about family matters?" A. S. Esmer, 
also writing in Ulus of the same date, compares  K6praifi's act 
with those of the EAM Party in Greece “who have at least written on 
their banner the name of him whanthey serve.® PP, Sefa, writing in 
Vakit of Mey 16, cerries further this theme that KSpr@ld hes played 
into the hands of Russia by declering that all the enemies of Turkey 
are mobilized for the purpose of inciting Anglo-Saxon public opinion 


against 


“36 


against Turkey and of isolating Turkey from the Western world. 
"Could you expect that a Turk who hes lost his nstional conscience 
and whose eyes are blinded with the ambitions of domestic policy 

to the extent of supporting such propagenda could come forth in 
Turkey and engage in calumniations against his own country in 

two American newspapers? What benefit is there in making such 
statements to the newspapers of America, on the friendship of 

which we rely, thus discrediting the Turkish regime at a time when 
the country's very existence is at steke? If the Moscow Radio 
should eddress Képrélfi tonight as follows, we would not be surprised: 
‘Professor, you are going too fer,g Indeed, you have surpassed 

even our Georgien professors." Deputy He C. Yalcin in Tenin 

of Mey 17, points out that what little the United States knows 

about Turkey is unfevorable, based on tales of cruelty to minorities 
end of massacres of Christiens, “Now these acts of injustice and 
Oppression advanced by Fuet K8préld will not be booked in America 

to the debit of the Feoples' Party, but to that of Turkey as a whole.* 


The Ministry of Communications hes issued 8 statement denying 
that postel communications ere censored and that telephone conver- 
sations are subject to any kind of control. The Ministry of Interior 
has denied thet any orders were given to the Adana police to inter- 
fere with the opening of the Branch Office of the Democratic Party 
in thet city, and it has also issued a communique referring to 
KSpr@ld's statements concerning the alleged mistreatment of a 
citizen in the village of Koylhiser, which states that the individual 
concerned was detained by the police for being drunk and disorderly 
and not because of his political convictions, 


The furore created by his interview with Humbaraci occasioned 
the following further statements by K8prfild, as reported in Cumhuriyet 
of May 17; 


"It was in ae private and personal capacity that I spoke to 
Aslen Humberaci..eAll the information is correct, barring the part 
about the inauguration of the Adana branch, which was righted when 
the Governor withdrew his illegal orders to the gendarmerie to 
prevent the ceremony. There is e difference between the report of 
the interview which appeared in Yeni Sebeh and the version given 
by the Anstolian Agency. I do not know whether some special aim 
lies behind thisesceece 


"The illegal actions, bad propaganda, end pressure mede in some 
pleces by certain Republican Peoples' Party and Government officials 
with a view to encumber the development of our party, even found 
expression in the press, by our efforts two or three months ago, 
and we meade friendly applications to the Party for this to stop. 
Nothing came of it, and when, on the contrary, we saw that these 
actions and propaganda increased, it became necessary to explain 
the matter before public opinion. If it is wished to seek respon- 
sibility in this matter, then it must be placed on the shoulders 
of those who began end continued these heppenings, and not on the 
shoulders of those who brought them to light. 


"In view 


ehe 


“In view of the fact that Turkey is not a country cut off from the 
world, those responsible for the incidents surely know that every 
inoident here cannot be concealed from world public opinion. Certain 
People who are blinded with pession and cannot reason properly heave 
been saying that the Democratic Party hes joined forces with Moscow 
Radio. They imply, from behind the scenes, that this party is 
not sincere in its statement to the effect that it will stick to 
the alliance and friendship with the Anglo-Saxons. They attempt to 
Spread the opinion that we shall fall into the same predicament as 
Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania and Foland if the Democratic Party should 
come into power, The aim of these people who make these vile eccusations-- 
which I am sure hes met with the repulsion of all citizens--is, es 
they openly admit themselves, to blacken the character of the Democratic 
Party (for aims of their own) in the eyes of the nation and of the 
Anglo-Saxon world. These writers, whose interests have been harmed 
by the coming of peece, must know that there is not a single person 
in Turkey in fevor of regimes which are enemies of freedom, whether 
black or red or any other color, As for the democracy which the 
Democratic Party represents and defends, it is not a singleeparty 
fake democracy, but the democracy which leads to the mlti-party 
system existing in Western European end Anglo-Sexon countries." 


An interesting aspect of this situation is the fact thet the 
Embassy has been informed that the Directorate General of Press and 
Publications requested Mr. Humbaraci's permission to publish his 
telegram in the ARedolu Ajensi “because it was so interesting." The 
motive for this rather unusual action, in view of the Turkish 
Government's past sensitiveness to criticism, may have been either 
to discredit the Democratic Party through the naturally unfavorable 
public reaction to the airing abroad of Turkish dirty linen, or to 
indicate to the world that Turkey is a country in which opponents 
of the regime may freely speak their minds, The first of these 
motives is considered the most likely. In any event, Kdprild's 
statements and the wide reactions and discussions they have occasioned 
are an excellent indication of the nature of the present political 
campaign, which is unusuel for Turkey in that opposition parties are 
freely and vigorously criticizing the Government. The Democratic 
Party is more and more confirming the impression that it is far from 
being a “stooge” of the Government, and enother opposition party, the 
Nationel Resurgence Party, has taken the so far unheard-of step of 
publicly accusing President In$nf of using Stete funds for campaign 
trips, (This accusation has been officially denied.) The present 
electoral campaign, of all which heve taken plece in Republicen 
Turkey, eppeers to be the nearest approach to the type of political 
campaign known in the United States and Great Britain. It can be 
considered a step forward on the road ich separates the Tyrkish 
political system from that of the W 
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Subject: President Indau's Address to Grand 
Congress of Gumburivet Halk Forties 


The Honorable ail 
whe Secretary of Stete, é, oo 


Washington. : [: bb 
Sir: Gor gay? 


Adverting to my despatch No. 820 Mated May 17, 1946, on the 

“  spbject, “Grand Congress of Cumburivet Halk Partiei, Mey 10-11, 
re! 46," 1 heve the honor to tranemit a trenslation of the speech 

So on by President Iemet Inénd before the opening session of the 
Grand Congress of the Cumhuriyet Halk Fartisi at Ankara on Mey 10, 
1gh6. The translation was furnished to the Embassy by the Director- 
General of Press and Publicationss>\A summary of the speech 
vas included in the Embassy's telegram No. 539 dated May 10, 1946. 
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In his formal speech opening the Peoples' Party Extraordinary Congzess 
in Ankere this morning, President Ismet Inonu said "Honorable delegates to the 
Peoples! Party Extraordifary Congréss, I have invited you here to decide’on a 
new step to be taken in Turkey's democratic administration; I am referring 
to single degree elections. 


Normally we had planned to hold these elections in 1947, but the exigencies 
of domestic and foreign policy have made it necessary thet the administration 
of the country should be stabilized in the shortest possible length of time. 
The world situation continues to remain chronicelly darker and more unsettled 
than could be foreseen last year, and we cennot foretell what new developments 
may confront us. We want to forestall the possibility of finding ourselves 
confronted with such developments next year when the mendste of the Grand 
National Assembly which should deal with them will have expired. During the 
past year, campaigns heave been leunched even within the country itself to 
undermine the authority of the Assembly. Certain people are of the opinion 
that we are delaying the question of submitting the electorel law to the Assembly) 
and our newly-formed parties have declared that they ere in a position to parti- * 
cipate in new elections immediately. There remains also the fact that when the 
new electoral law is passed, the Grand Netional Assembly will realize that its 
representative power has been weakened; and no domestic or foreign policy can 
be applied by an Assembly of which the suthority is in doubt. I am trying to 
explain therefore that the natural outcome of the decision concerning the elector- 
al law will be that we shall march towards the speedy holding of general legis- 
lstive elections too. 


It is for the first time that we shell be holding legislative elections 
on the single-degree direct-vote system. We cannot forsee at the moment what 
will be the outcome of this experiment. But in any case we shell meke prepara- 
tions and adopt every possible measure to ensure that the new elections shall 
lead to the desired goal. 


These considerations indicate that, if no unforescen circumstences erise, 
we are decided to proceed to nev general elections in «» month or two. 


Another point, which is quite es important as the decision to hold single- 
degree elections, is thet every citizen must feel convinced the elections will 
be entirely free and that sech vote will count; for when it is s matter of 
deciding whether we are or are not to remain in power, we must each fcel con- 
vinced that the outcome is based on » ma jority-vote of our people. 


To insure this, we heave thought of various measures, and the decision to 
hold the municipal elections early in June insteed of early in October (as 
stipulated in the old lew) is one of these measures. .The members of Municipal 
Boards today are for their greeter part :nembers of thé Peoples' Party; and 
in view of the fect thet Municipal Councils play en importent pert in Legis- 
letive HZlections, we did not wish to lay ourselves open to the accusation that 
the forthcoming Legislative Zlections were being held under the control of 
previously-clected members of our Tarty. 


Therefore we are entitled to express tho hope that our se tion in pro- 
ceeding first to hold the Municipal Tlections to pave the way for Legisletive 
Elections will be taken as conclusive proof of our good intentions, We shall 
Go our utmost to carry the balloteboxes right into the villages themselves; 
and by making it possible for every man and woman to reach their ballot-boxes, 
we have done our best to ensure the free expression of the will of the majority 
of electors who will perticipste. 
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Wherever sueh a course of ection is possible, we favor that representa- 
tives of opposition parties should figure on committees which will control the ’ 
elections; and we shall employ «11 our vigilance and spare no efforts to make 
sure that the votes cast shall play their intended role. 


There is also no possibility that administrative authorities will inter- 
fere in the elections, It is not within the power of administrative authori- 
ties to act in a manner contrary to law. So far as we are concerned, our sole 
concern is that the will of the majority of the people should prevail. These 
words constitute a message addressed to each of my fellow-citizens, whether 
they are or are not invested with any officiel function, inviting them to 
observe scrupulously every point of the electoral law. 


On the other hand, we cannot approve thet edministrative suthorities 
carrying out their legal functions during the elections should be threatened 
or intimidated on the pretext that they sre guilty of interference. 


I should not like to doubt the fact that the new political parties estab- 
lished thus far will participate in the elections; and I hope thet politiciens 
who heve so far refrained from joining any perty will also endeavor to serve 
the country by participeting. I should not like to believe that, at a time 
when we are exerting ourselves with such vigilence to ensure an absolutely 
cleareut manifestation of the will of the people, other parties end independents 
are seeking for pretexts for not teking part in the elections. 


Ve have secn lately in certain countries political organizations which 
practieed the tactics of non-participation in elections. The meaning of such 
an ettitude is to accuSe the internal administration of the country vis-a-vis 
foreign States. I feel certsin thet the people of a cougtry like Turkey will 
not vigy with a favorable eye such tentatives to calumnige our administration 
in fordégn eyes. There remains also the fact that to prevent people from using 
their votes after having established e political party against the present 
government and gathered around them such citizens as ere sincerely epposed 
to our administration constitutes nothing other than a violation of the 
people's right to participate in a legitimete electoral contest; for it follows 
that such citizens will have no other choice but to resort to illegal means of 
insuring the realization of their political convictions. I hope that our poli- 
ticians will refrain from essuming the responsibility of dragging the develop- 
ment of political life in Turkey in the direction of the discredited methods 
employed by former Balkan Komitedji orgenizations, Having made these points 
clesr, I must also declare that we shell not be intimidated by means of pro- 
pagenda which, if we win at the elections, will claim thst we acted unjustly; 
and which, if we lose, vill say thet we only got what we deserved. I repeat 
thet our aim is to insure free and sincere elections. If we win, we shall 
continue to carry out our duties; if we lose, we shell constitute the opposi- 
tion and continue to defend our policies and ideas, remsiming friendly to the 
Perty in power end teking pleasure in apprecieting snd encouraging its success 
and its services to the nation. 


When it has reached a decision on the subject of single-degree elections, 
this Congress will also be called upon to arrive at a decision regarding my 
quality of Permanent President of the Peoples Party. JI em personelly the author 
of this proposition which is to the effect that, immediately before each General 
Election, the Perty Congress shell elect anew the president which is to leed 
the party in the elections. I know and appreciate the sentimants which my 
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colleagues have for me; but the fact remains that to ensure continued success 

@ great Perty should adopt a fundamental rule making it possible to replece 

its most influential member with someone else. In this connection I should 
like to analyse the ideas formulated on the subject ef my withdrawal from 

the Permanent Presidency of the Ferty, ond the most important es well as most 
worthy of consideration among them ars those which emanate frem well-intentiened 
people who have complete faith in Democracy. 


If the Head of State retains the Presidench/ of the Farty, it might be 
feared that he would fall into error in case he’were called to adept an im- 
partial attitude towards ether Parties and the people. Our Constitution is 
based on the assumption that the Head of State will act ina just and impartial 
manner each time that his duties entail such a course of action, and the 
whole administrative mechanism is organized on this basis: the Head of State 
is elected at the same time as are the Deputies, and he goes out with them. 

We believe that this system meets our requirements. If we are defeeted at the 
elections, we shall deem it enly natural that the leader of the victorious 
Party shell become the Head of State, and we shall salute him with sincere 
respect. To elect as Head of State some member of the Party other than its 
President might result in placing the Head of State under the influence of some 
of his more influential colleegues. I believe that this is a great drawback. 
Qn the other hand, if we wish to dwell on the theory that the Heed of State 
should remain totally outside Party-politics, we shall have to alter the 
Constitution. In thet case, the President of the Republic would be subject to 
68 method of election other then the one used for Deputies, his term of office 
would have to be determined in a different way, and he would have to have 
sttribute§ other than those which he possesses today. Such is the position in 
countries which have adopted this system. 


We cannot foretell which will be the requirements with which Time will 
confront us. It is possible that in our country ton people will stress the 
necessity to effect amendments to the Constitution inasmuch as concerns the 
election of the President of the Republic. That is for future generations 
to decide. For my part, I shall oppose proposals to prolong the term of office 
and widen the powers of the Chief of State, for I censider this a task which 
falls to the lot of those who will follow us; and I insist on declering (in the 
interests of those who will come after me) that the present system is the one 
which best suits our structure, 


In any cese, until my death I shall remain a member of the Republican 
Peoples Farty which has assisted us so faithfully in our tasks and which has 
shown such patience and indulgence with regard to my defects; and so long as 
it so desires, I shall serve its policy in my capacity as its President. I 
shall refrain from trying to enelyze the thoughts of those who, calculating 
that my departure from the Presidency of the Peoples Party would constitute a 
good mesns of weakening it, indulge in propagande to that effect without 
openly revealing their intentions, 


The program of our Party prohibits the forming of Associetions based on 
class-differences. You are going to examine a proposal calling for the 
abolishing of this provision. We shall retain in our progrem the principle 
of not desiring class-struggles end of ensuring harmony between the interests 
of various classes, but we shall not hinder through legislstion those of our 
citizens who desire to establish Associations end Perties based on the verying 
interests of classes. _0! phe other hand, the Associations end Farties which 
we shall continue to abeky efforts to prohibit by means of legisletion are 
Associstions end Perties which heve their roots ebroad, that is to say, those 
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which are nothing more than mere instruments ef foreign orgenizations and which 
get their inspiration from ebroed, In the some wey, we shall continue to oppose 
by legal means the setting-up of Associstions and Parties which make use of 
religion es a political instrument. 


- 


We shall also request you to arrive at a decision with regerd to our 
Independent Group in the Grand National Assembly. We believe that this 
Independent Group, which we considered e mechanism for control at a time when . 
there existed no organization against our Farty, is no longer necessary in face 
of present political dovvlopments. 


rate 


I believe that it would be in keeping w ith our duty as members of this 
Party to make the most ef the present opportunity offered by the meeting of 
this Congress to proceed also to the renewal of the General Administrative 
Council of the Farty. I shall now proceed to sum-up the main points on the 
Agende sf this Extraordinary Session: (1) To reach a decision on the subject 
ef single-degree elections. (2) To reach 8 decision regarding the clection 
of the President of the Farty on the basis of a four-year term af effice. 
(3) The abolishing of certain restrictions at present in force with regard 
to setting up Association. (4) To reach a decision on the subject of the 
Independent Group of the Farty within the Grand Netional Assembly. and (5) 
The renewal of the General Administrative Council of the Ferty. 


Our Party has always worked fer progress and the establishing ef the 
principles of Democracy. The decisions which you are now called upon to take 
will contribute still further to the advancement of the country. Our Party 
hes passed thrnugh important periods, especially during the past year; for 
since about a year, we have been made a target for attacks of various kinds. 


The freedom of the Press has been ebused in a manner calculeted to upset 
the tranquillity of the country. Certain newspapers have constituted themselves 
into a veritable front pursuing with professional efficiency end lack of mercy 
the aim of troubling the calm of the country and setting it on fire. Above 
all, these papers have set out to calunn¥ the Feoples Party and put an end to 
its existence. When you add to such efforts the continued and unjust propa- 
gande of certain foreign countries, you cen perceive once again the signifi- 
cance of the resulting situation in which we found ourselves. Nevertheless 
we, aS e Party and a Government, refrained from having recourse to forces 
In the end, our self-possession won the appreciation of our compatriots. Our 
own papers have worked with ell their might to preserve the tranquility of 
the country in face of the activitios of the defeatist Press; and our com- 
patriets have shown en elertness and energetic reaction egainst the defeatists 
no less than against pressure coming from the outside. This was how the Turkish 
nation passed a great test with flying colors. This succ2ss is not the 
achievement of one of us who is in & position of power, it belongs directly 
to the Turkish netion. Once this truthvms reelised, the world ‘begen to realise 
the true worth of our nation and to trcat it accordingly. 


The principal difficulties encountered by the Peoples Party were not the 
work of newspapers and journelists or politicisns which had come out te oppose 
it openly, Thet from which we suffered most was tho work of those whe, despite 
their being members of the Farty or of the Party Group in the Assembly, did their 
best to calumniate the Farty, We sew among ourselves perfect.ly well-intentioned 
Party comérades who hesitated in face of the activity of these political 
tacticiars., The defamatory activities of those who are no lomger faithful at 
heart are es dangerous for a party es it is dengerous for a citadel to be 
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assaulted from within. The opposition had placed such great hopes in the 
success to be obtained by means of such tactics thst, under guise of being 
independents, they did not hesitete to submit almost daily 6 new proposal to 
reform and strengthen our Party. Such tricks are resorted to in countries where 
political conceptions are not supposed to have atteined maturity, and those 

who resort to them are journalists and politicians devoid of every sentiment i 
of respect for the judgement of Society. If a deputy of the Peoples Party 
or any citizen makes common-ceuse with a newspaper desiring to overthrow our 
Party, and if he believes elso that we shall shut our eyes to such practice, 
he is greatly mistaken, In brief, such manuevers too constitute a phase in 
our political development. 


se ee 


Each of my fellow-citizens knows that our country hes had to pass through 
many a difficult phase in the sphere of external policy. They heve perceived 
also thet we are in a much better position today from the viewpoint of the 
security and salvation of our country. At the end of the war we were faced 
with certain unjust cleims and propagands directed against us; and we reached 
the point of doubting the spirit of gratitude and justice of Humanity. This 
atmosphere of isolation gave rise to anxiety in the minds of our people. But 
Humanity soon perceived how right and justified was Turkey's attitude. Today 
we are a respected member of the United Nations Organization, an unquestioned ~- 
ally of Great Britain, and a close friend of the United-States. 


i riese 8. 


Foreign policy is naturally the work of Governments; but, as I have 
already pointed out, the favorable results yielded by our foreign policy 
(and especially in the pest year) were obtained meinly because our nation was 
wide-awake and possessed a strong structure. Hed we shown Signs of internal 
collapse, had the venom spread by defeatist elements succeeded in corrupting 
the nation, statesmen more able by far than we would heve failed to gain for 
our country the respected position which she now eccupies. 


I declare with pride thet our Republican Peoples Party has for long years 
contributed to enable our nation to continue progressing on the right path and 
preserve a cool judgement. If I trespess the bounds of modesty in making this 
claim, I beg the indulgence of my fellow countrymen. In the sphere of foreign 
policy, the source of the esteem and security to which this country is entitled 
lies solely and essentially in the nation itself. 


The Republican Peoples Party does not believe that the desire to remain in 
power comes before all other considerations. Power, on condition that it should 
be given and confirmed by meens of the freely expressed will of the nation, 
is precious only in the sense tht it is a means with which to serve the 
nation. At every opportunity that presented itself, we keep the nation informed, 
of our every project for the further edvancement and uplift of the country. 
Despite the fact thet these are not on a scale to compare with those of numerous 
other countries, our country too has pains to alleviate and problems to solve. 
And finally, the Turkish nation has learned to recognize what is still lecking 
and which are our faults, We hope thet in the forthcoming electsions our beloved 
nation will consider us as 6 whole. In any case, any decision of the great 
Turkish netion will be cordially reccived by us. 


Dated May 22, 1946 
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On Youth Day, May 19» 1946, the @7th anniversary of the 
landing of Atetirk at Samsun, Presideéht Inéna in & apeech to 
Turkish youth stated in part, as reported by the Anatolian 
Agency; "It-is you who ara going to defend and develop the 
great revolutionsry progress nad in thid country before your 
eyes. You aro soon going to take part in enother great 
development in our historys-one degree legislative elections. 
Tais event which seems. simple in everyeday political life 
represents a new evolution destined to emphesize that o free 
nation is by ite own will mietress of ite destiny, %e should 
consider it e sacred duty for all electors, mon and women, to 
go to the polls. in order to express their will in one-degree 
elections, At this time when ail natione of the world ere 
watohing each other, it t# very important for us thet it 
should be shown with what earnestness the Turks accomplish 
their civig duties at the pelts. I invite the whole nation 
to fulfill ite honorable Suty of voting ‘in the oneedegree 
elections, . 


*The Turkish natdon: Aeday: 1s ing period which dewends of 
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5340, May 22, 5 p.m. {e) 
“~N 
FONOFF official said attitude Celal Bayar to ao 
participation in Turkish elections is not clear. Some . tt 
members of Democratic Party wish to participate, but nN 
Bayar apnears to believe that he has been shortcircuited 1°) 
by Inonv's announcement that municipal and general BR 
elections will be held at an earlier date, Bayar claiming N 
thet preparations for his party for participation are not 
sufficiently advanced to join in elections. British hope 
Democratic Party will participate because if they do not, 
it would be playing into hands of Soviet criticism. 
Sent Dept as 5340, repeated Moscow as 159, repeated 
Ankara as 43. 
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SEC STATE 


581, May 23, 5:00 p.m. 


President Inonu left Ankara last night for 12 day tour 
eastern provinces including visit to Kars. This continuation 
recent trip other parts of country for purpose exhorting 
people fulfill civic duties by voting in municipal elections 
May 26 and succeeding legislative elections. 


Foreign Minister tells me that while exact date 
legislative elections not yet fixed it will probably be 
towards end July with new National Assembly meeting 
August 15 for organizational purposes and election President, . 
thereafter adjourning till autum. Present Assembly expected Oo 
adjourn about June 15 after having voted modification of laws oO 
regarded by opposition parties as restrictive of free elections. ™ 
Saka said while Democratic Party has made no announcement he JI 
understands it has decided to Darticipate in legislative ' 
elections, ’ 
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With reference to the Embassy's Airgram No/s-190 
of October 22, 1945, regarding the arrest of Hagmet Orbay, 
son of General Kazim Orbay, Chief of the durkish General 
Staff, on charges of being an accessory to the murder of 
a prominent Ankara physician, Dr. Neget Neci Arzan, on 
October 16, 1945, I have the honor to report that the 
triel of young Orbay, together with his friend, Resit 
Mercan, who originally confessed to having comuitted the 
murder and later retracted his confession, has been going 
on intermittently since the day following the crime. ‘he 
manner in which the investigation of evidence, witnesses, 
and motives has been handled is approaching the propor- 


' tions of a national scandal - which mey have political 


repercussions forcing the dismissal of various prominent 
officials of the Government, and even involve diplomatic 
representatives of a foreign power in accusations of 
espionage activity. 


The factual report of the nurder as originally pub- 
lished in the newspapers was that about 7 p.m. on the 
evening of October 16, 1945, a youth in his early twenties 
came to the combination dwelling apartment and office of 
Dr. Arzan, a well-known specielist in internal and 
children's diseases, who in a few days was to leave for 
the United States to take his sick child for treatment. 
‘ren minutes after the youth had been admitted to the 
doctor's office, shots were heard, the youth rushed out, 
brushing aside two other patients and the maidservant. 
Disappearing, the murderer could not be traced by the 
police that night. ‘he next day Regit Mercan, a 23 year 
old soldier serving in an office of the \inistry of 
National Defense, gave himself up to the police with a 
confession that he was the murderer. Subsequent investi- 
gations established such a close link between Regit end 
Hagmet Qrbay, son of the Chief of General Staff, that he: 
too was arrested on the charge of being an accomplice in 
the murder. Initial attempts to cover up Hagmet's 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


relationship to General Orbay by using only the son's 
first name in newspaper acdounts proved useless because 
of the "uncooperative" attitude of the Istanbul papers, 


When the first trial before the Ankara Court of 
Heavy Penalty was concluded on November 15, 1945, Resit, 
found guilty of murder, was sentenced to twenty years 
hard imprisonment; Hagmet, guilty of aiding the murderer, 
received one year imprisonment. The trial's outcome was 
evidently a shock to Regit, the chief defendant, who 
apparently expected to get off with little or no punish- 
ment because of the prominent connections of Hagmet and 
possibly also because of assurances of help which he 
seems to have received from persons 4s prominent as the 
Governor of Ankara himself. Regit's attorney immediately 
announced the decision of his client to appeal the court's 
findings to the Court of Cassation, of which Regit'ts 
uncle was once a Division Presiding Judge. After study 
of the record of the trial, the Chief Attorney of the 
Court of Cassation ruled on December 23, 1945, that the 
Ankara court's judgment be annulled and that the case be 
re-tried in another locale. The case was shifted to the 
provineial town of Bolu, where the second trial is now 
under way. 


the first sessions of the re-trial took place at 
Bolu April 16-18; hearings were then adjourned until 
May 15, when a three day session was held followed by 
another adjournment until June 5 in order to allow loca- 
tion of "misplaced" evidence, summoning of witnesses, and 
the taking of depositions of those who cannot or are 
unwilling to appear at Bolu. The trial has now become 
a matter of intense interest to the public, not only 
because the names of many prominent persons have been 
brought into it but also because of the obvious intent 
of various persons, including the defendants, to confuse 
the issue and cloud the picture as much as possible 
regarding the real motives for the murder and the actual 
identity of the murderer. 


At the beginning of the Bolu trial Regit made a long 
statement to the court, outlining his activities during 
the days previous to the fatality and explaining his rela- 
tionship toward Hagmet. Although his first words to the 
court were, "I did not kill the doctor", he claimed not 
to know who had done the murder, and alleged that he had 
only confessed to the crine at the time because he thought 
that his friend and patron Hagmet, in whose flat he had 
been periodically living for the past year and a half, 
was guilty. 


The newspapers heve shown laudable restraint in their 
attitude toward General Orbay, a man extremely well 
regarded in Yurkey, for it was soon established in the 


course 


course of the testimony of the two youths that the General, 
quarreling with Hagmet, had long before severed all rela- 
tions with the son except to give him a small allowance 

on which to live. ‘tthe son's defense has been entirely 
supported, however, by Madame Orbay, his mother, the 
eccentric - not to say queer - wife of the Chief of General 
Staff and a sister of the late Union and Progress leader, 
Enver Pasha, of World War I fame, 


Without going into many details of the case, it is 
possible to mention a few of the revelations in the course 
of the trial which have puzzled the public and have caused 
questioning as to the efficiency and honesty of Turkish 
Justice. Governor Nevzat Tandofan of Ankara, whose 
Private Secretary Hagmet had been (as well as official 
English and French translator for the Province and Muni-~ 
cipality of Ankara), had Regit brought immediately to 
his office when he gave himself up to the police - even 
before any official interrogation had been mede of the 
prisoner. He talked privately for an hour and a helf 
with Regsit, and at both the Ankara and Bolu court sessions 
Regit has consistently refused to reveal what the conver- 
sation was about and has demanded that the Governor be 
called as a witness. The public therefore has been 
inclined to think that either by threats or by promises 
of protection the Governor attempted to influence Resit 
to keep Hagmet's connection with the crime out of his 
statements under interrogation. 


Furthermore, the Governor and various of his sub- 
ordinates appear to have connived at suppression of cer- 
tain evidence, which later has been mentioned in court 
proceedings. The ankara Fublie Prosecutor, kemal Bora, 
also conducted the Ankera trial in so peculiar a manner 
thet he has been publicly - if not yet officially - dis- 
Greced, and in a country where rumors fly, the reasons 
underlying the mishandling of the case have been influted 
beyond belief. The Democratic Party (opposition) deputy 
Eikmet Bayur, has now asked that the Iinister of Justice 
give to the Grand National Assembly an explanation of 
Rora'ts actions, notably in concealing documentary and 
other evidence pertinent to the case. 


Natural ineptitude of the police and lhiinistry of 
Justice officials handling the case has also added to 
the confusion. For example, in October when Regit gave 
hinself up to the police, the authorities claimed that 
they had already been on his treil and were absut to 
arrest him by identifying him from his hat which he left 
in the doctor's apartment in his flight after the murder. 
However, not until the iay 17 session of the trial - seven 
months later - did anyone think to have Resgit try on the 
hat - and when he did, it proved to be so much too big 
for him that he could not possibly have worn it. 
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The following may be mentioned as several of the 
more plausible theories regarding the murder which have 


rilgus up in the past months of public speculations and 
alk: 


1. Although Hagmet was engaged to another girl, he 
was in love with Regit's sister. He discovered that the 
sister had been tampered with by Doctor Arzan, and told 
Regit. The latter, in the Oriental tradition, immediately 
went and shot the doctor. 


2. Regit's mother as a girl visited Paris when 
Doctor Arzan was a student there. Regit had just learned 
that Doctor Arzan was his father. when Regit confronted 
him with the knowledge and a demand for financial support, 
they quarreled and the Doctor was shot. 


5. Regit was doing his military service and visited 
the Doctor in order to get a faked medical certificate 
that he was unfit physically for service and therefore 
should be discharged. ‘The doctor refused the certificate 
and Regit shot him. (This theory is unlikely, for ten 
liras is reportedly enough to buy such a certificate, 
which usually works if it is accompanied by sufficient 
pressure, either through connections or cash, on the 
officer in charge of determining fitness for duty.) 


4. Hagmet, a heavy spender and hard up for funds, 
bought a second-hand pistol and persuaded Regit, who had 
been staying in his flat as a sort of cliens (Hagmet had 
also been able to arrange Resit's transfer from duty as 
a clerk in one of the Army barracks in Ankara to the 
easier post of interpreter and translator in the Foreign 
Affairs Section of the Ministry of National Defense) to 
hold up the doctor, about to leave for America and having 
large sums of money in his flat, and split the profits 
of the robbery. In the excitenent of the hold up and the 
doctor's refusal to hand over his funds, Regit lost his 
head and shot the doctor. 


Se The doctor had surprisedly recognized hagnet, 
the son of the Chief of General Staff, when he saw him 
in a "foreign Embassy" (obviously the Russian lmbassy) 
to which he had been called to attend a patient. After 
sending the doctor a threatening letter warning him not 
to reveal whet he had seen, Hagmet either went himself or 
persuaded Resit to go to kill the doctor and close his 
mouth forever. Popular gossip alleges that this latter 
story is supported by the fact that Hagmet had learned 
that his estranged father, General Orbay, had visited the 
doctor's office on the afternoon before the murder and 
that he feared the doctor's being used as a witness against 
him if he were charged with espionage on behalf of a foreign 
state. with the publication of this most recent theory 
on the murder, the newspapers have begun to quote 


prominently 
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prominently the attorney representing Mrs.Arzan, who 
stated recently that "political complications" were 
coming into the picture. 


Another private story, still unmentioned by the news- 
papers, is that Dr. Arzan had been blackmailed for years 
because of unsavory aspects of his private life by the 
Soviet Russians into providing them with information. His 
frequent attendance at the Russian imbassy - under the 
guise of medical assistance - was really to deliver informe- 
tion. lagmet got wind of Dr. Arzan's activities, end, 
badly needing money, offered his services to supply informa- 
tion. His help was accepted by Dr. Arzan, but the finan- 
cial recompense was less than Hagmet expected. He heard 
that Dr. Arzan was about to leave for America, carrying 
large amounts of money which he had obtained from the 
Russians, end calling on him, demanded that he be given 
a generous share of it. In the quarrel that followed, 
the Doctor was shot. 


Doctor /rzan himself, the murdered man, provides 
material in his professional and private life for populer 
speculation. tie was well-off, had a good practice, was 
well connected politically and socially through both his 
own family and that of his wife, and had the reputation 
of being very successful (which, in the Fast, is also 
sometimes very dangerous) in his extra-marital love 
affairs. He seems to have sensed or known that death was 
coming to him, for only thirty-six hours before the murder 
he told a German-Jewish physician who was attending his 
ill child, "I am finished, I am going to die." Although 
the physician to whom Dr. Arzan spoke reported to the 
authorities of the hospital where both doctors worked that 
br. Arzan had thus expressed himself so shortly before his 
death, he has not yet been called to testify in court. 


he two youths, Hagmet and Regit, were both formerly 
students at the acadeny of Robert College, Istanbul, and 
both speak reasonably fluent English. iit the Academy Regit 
gave the impression of being haphazard-minded, imaginative, 
friendly, but not highly endowed mentally. hagmet in his 
first years at school was a quiet hardworking boy who had 
considerably more savoir-faire than most of the other boys; 
his good manners were only spoiled by a certain slyness 
of appearance which he never quite escaped. However, after 
his first years at the -cadeny, he got a little pompous, 
a little too self-assertive and boastful on the basis of 
his father's position as one of Turkey's leading generals, 
and then started getting into trouble with affairs of the 
heart. In the end, neither boy attended the College, 
Resit because of lack of brain matter, Hagmet because his 
attitude and character were not considered desirable. 


Investigation of the case is complicated by the 
complex system of pressures and loyalties which prevails 
in furkey, where blood reletionship demands the most 


extreme 


extreme loyalty and where pressures can be exerted on 
individuals, especially Government employees, in the 
most devious ways and most effectively. Fear for his 
job and the future of his three children is the reason 
popularly given as being behind the refusal of one wit- 
ness, Celfdet Conk, an official in the Private Secre- 
tariat of the Ministry of Finance, to identify the 
Doctor's murderer, although he was sitting in Arzan's 
waiting room at the time of the deed, and saw the murder- 
er rush out of theapartment. Another important witness, 
one Muzeffer, a soldier who was an intimate of Regit and 
Hagmet, was finally located, but then disappeared again 
énd has still not reappeared. In a country in which 
military controls are so strict, such a disappearing act 
by a soldier is impossible without official connivance. 


The Embassy will keep the Department informed regard- 
ing developments in the case. 


Respectfully yours, 
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SECRET 


Subject: Reflections on Internal Political 
ial Situation. 


ciliate Me be N& 


SirP 


with respect to the internal political situation in 
Turkey at the present time. 


From the stand-point of the long-term interests 
of Turkey, and the progressive development of democracy 
in the western sense of the word, the decision of the 
newly-formed Demokrat Parti not to participate in the 
rmmicipal electims scheduled for liay 26 seems to be 
unfortunate. That is not to say, however, that the DP, 

—tedyg.Which arrived at this decision after a ballot of its 
a ts “governing bodies, may not have had some justification 
a cde in taking the stand it did. It may be tt the DP 
Abu leaders' belief that the dominant Cumhuriyet Halk 

f Partisi had advanced the date of the election for 
reasons of partisan political advantage is in part 
~ correct. On the other hand, there is no reason to 
, question President Inénii's statement that in advancing 
the election date the Government wished to take advan- 
ni « tage of the present period of relative calm in its 
= international relations, and to avoid having to face 
‘ anticipated world problems with a Grand National 
cmacmmemrnne ASSenbly whose mandate would be on the point of expir- 
ing (the legislative elections normally closely follow 
the municipal elections; it is widely believed that 
the ‘ie legislative elections will take place in late 
July). 
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In addition, the often expressed opposition view 
that certain laws, such as those on the press, associ- 
ations, and the police should have been repealed or 
modified prior to the elections bears weight. It may 
be noted that under these laws, which their opponents 
claim are contrary to the Turkish Constitution itself, 
the Government has wide powers of possible repression 
and retaliation which could, if used, militate against 
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truly free elections. To the Government's answer 
that it intends introducing legislation shortly 
modifying these laws, DP spokesmen point to the long 
delay in making these changes following President 
In8nil's address of November 1, 1945, in which he 
pointed to the need of such action. 


However, having in mind the practical political 
reasons influencing the DP to abstain from the munici- 
pal elections, it is felt in many quarters, including 
those normally friendly to the DP, that it would have 
been a wise action, contributing to the advancement 
of democracy in Turkey, if the Party had decided to 
participate. Persons taking this point of view feel, 
probably with considerable reason, that the Party 
would have gained stature in the eyes of the Turkish 
people had it taken such a decision, announcing at 
the same time its criticism of the Government for 
making haste too quickly. 


As to the reasons which led the CHP, in effect 
the President and Prime linister, to move the date of 
the municipal elections forward, it is not at all me- 
likely that the influence of the many "time-servers" 
in the CHP may have had cosiderable weight. These 
persons, of whom there are many in the Grand National 
Assembly, doubtless were alarmed at the rapidly- 
growing strength of the Celal Bayar Party, and, with 
reason, were alarmed over their own chances of re- 
election in the legislative elections which are 
expected to take place soon after the municipal 
elections are out of the way. Especially in such 
seaboard vilayets as Izmir, Istanbul, Antalya, Bursa 
and Samsun, where dissatisfaction with the Government 
has been growing among landowners, manufacturers and 
exporters, legislative elections, if held in the 
Spring of 1947, the normal time under the Constitution, 
giving additional time for the DP to perfect its or- 
ganization, might prove disastrous to many members of 
the CHP. 


I have previously reported the various manifesta- 
tions of discontent with the Saracoglu Government 
apparent in many parts of the country. No doubt much 
of this stems from the traditional ebb and flow of 
politics, and the natural wish of the people to see 
olc faces replaced by new ones. However, probably 
more important is the feeling among many people that 
the Government has been lax in controlling the national 
economy, that 1t has allowed fortunes to be made while 
the small functionary is crushed between the millstones 
of a fixed income and an increased cost of living, that 
graft and malfeasance are wnfortunately too prevalent 
in Government departments, This discontent, to which 

may be added the resentment of the minorities over the 
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Varlik Vergisi of 1943, must be known to a great many 
members of the CHP, whose livelihoods will be placed 
in the scales at the forthcoming legislative elections. 


Up to the present, the political campaign has not 
been overly edifying, and there has been an undue ameunt 
of name-calling and unbridled personal attacks in the 
press. Typical of this was the statement made to the 
local correspondent of the NEW YORK TIMES and CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE recently by Deputy Fuad K8pritltt, one of the 
founder-members of the DP. Mr. KBprilat s charges that 
local authorities were censoring the mails and tapping 
the telephone wires of certain DP leaders may have been 
true, although they have been officially denied by the 
Government. However, his choice of non-Turkish news- 
papers in which to air these charges seems to be 
generally regretted. Turks are still highly allergic 
to any suggestion of interference in their domestic 
affairs, and the impression was created that Mr. 
repr’ gave the interview for the purpose of influenc- 
ing the Government to change its tactics regarding the 
elections, as otherwise it would come in for criticism 
from abroad. However, just the opposite occurred; the 
statement was eagerly reprinted by ths semi-official 
Anadolu Ajansi, and by most newspapers, and has proved 
to be a boomerang for the DP. 


At this point public support gained by the ClIP as 
a result of Mr. KBpriillits injudicious words seems 
largely to have been dissipated through the over- 
zealousness of some pro-Government editors, who, 
pointing out that the Soviets might be able to make 
good use of the statement, proceeded to try to link up 
the DP with the USSR. Such a charge, while it might 
have some effect upon illiterate peasants, has drawn 
nothing but ridicule from better educated Turks, many 
of whom have reached the conclusion that the CHP, or 
some elements of it, has over-reached itself. 


It will be obvious, of course, that the defects 
and lack of political maturity described above could 
hardly be avoided in a nation which, a Republic for 
only 25 years, has had but one previous essay in two- 
party government and that abortive. What is important 
to keep in mind in this whole natter, however, is that 
President Inént, who is the real power in Turkey, is 
sincerely trying despite difficulties created from 
abroad and within Turkey, to guide the country 
cautiously but steadily along the road to western 
democracy. 


It remains 
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It remains to be seen whether the DP will decide 
to participate in the legislative elections, the date 
of which has not been fixed, but which, as stated 


above, it is believed will be imate July. 
™_ ¥ ao LU 
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TO CERTAIN AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR OFFICERS 

CIRCULAR 

Inonu has left Ankara for twelve day tour of Eastern 
provinces, including Kars (INFOTEL), for ourvose of exhorting 
people to vote in municipal election May 26, and national 
elections which will probably take place toward end of July, 
National Assembly exvected to adjourn June 15 after voting 
modification of laws regarded by opvosition as restrictive 
of free elections. Turkish FOR MIN understands opposition 
Democratic Party will narticipate in national elections al- 
though abstaining from municipal elections. As yet no 
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MAY 2B ¢7Fe VD 
RESTRICTED ue S, Rec'd 12:57 p.m., 27th 
DIVISION OF \ 
WEAR EASTERN ery 
SECSTATE 


601, May 27, noon 


Municipal Council elections took place yesterday 
with Democratic Party officially abstaining although 
press reports thet in many localities lists of candidstes 
favored by party vere available for voters. In some 
other districts Democratic Party members made door to 
door canvas urging voters stay away from polls. This 
activity (*) say account for greatly reduced electorate 
voting in cities such as Izmir, Bursa and parts of 
Istenbul. Participation was best in country towns 
where People's Party influence most effective. In 
any case overwhelming victory for People's Party must 
be expected. 


Democrat and Nations] Resurgency Parties had 
watchers at many polling vléces and at 11 a.m., four 
hours after polls opened National Resurgency Party 
headquarters Istanbul ennounced party was withdrawing 
from Istanbul elections because of "intervention and 
difficulties” making participation in election fruitless. 


(*) epparent Omissions. WILSON 
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BC/R SECSTs CE 
SA/M 
SPA Q 
cy. 599, Twenty-seveonth fe) 
“XN 
In speech at Kays Nay 25 during trip to interior to e 
urge people perform civic duties by voting elections President ro) 
Inonu declared in part: “Fortune and life vhole nation ro) 
established on each inch of earth of frontiers. Position ~N 
of Turkey based on right avd honor understood by nations re] 
which recognize right and justice. We believe rights to 1 
liberty, territorial integrity and independence inscribed in Ae) 
United Nations Charter are not empty vords". XY 
ax 
io] 
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A-B Parayphrase before com- JUN 3 Jo40 
5A fi monicating except to Ankara : 
SPA Government Agoncies, DIVISION OF 
= Dated May 31, LOMB ESTE Arras 
DC/R RESTRICTED Ree’d 3:45 y.m., June lst 
SECSTATE 
617, Mey 31, 7 pom. (oa) 
(o)) 
Hunicipal Counsils elected throughout Turkey Buy 26 NJ 
convone begin vork Jon 1 although couplete resalisa election ‘ 
many localities seit) not in. Eleetion wes anticipated Oo 
overwhelming vietory for Republican People's Party and Oo 
elaimed by perty as substantizi vote confidence, ~N 
Opposition peta» and leadets Democrat amd Hetioaal 
Resurgency Partisa (oxtensively quoted by Moneew vadic) O 
assert public attiitule torerds Feoeplo's Party and ane- pts 
party system was ovident im fewacss voters, as lev as 20% a° K 
registered voters sone ylecos. Average voter participreion o 


throughout ceuntry cetiaated generously at 505 aml com 
servatively lower, espccialiy hecause wany eligible persons 
were disenfranchised by hurriedly costed iuscuplets 
voting registers and bocaute often munaber voting raised 

by permitting heads Pewilies cast votes for all members. 


Opposition alse charges numerous irregularities in 
conduct of pelling, alleging thet poliso, night vetchmen 
end similar minor “usicipal officials were utilised to 
force people to polla w:d cast ballot fey People's Party 
ticket. However, inept coniuet of polling may also in part 
be explained by inadequate preparetion, ignorance of of fieduis 
et polling places, poor facilities et polls (including 
often no place where voter could wark his ballot unseen 
by bystanders) and gensral one perty mentality engendered 
by 23 years of electionur where purty and government vere 
ipseparable. 
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Eubassy feels elections shoved aefinite evidence 
of democraticization Turkish system. Despite 


P 

wi party put up seperate lists candidates. Imperfect 
though they wore municipal council elections were first 
lesson for Turkish people in multi-party free vote ani can 
be comsidered initial step toward democratic manifestation 
ef popular choice of leaders. 
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PL Citing Turkish press comment on recent municipal 
cy elections, Soviet press June 1 carries Ankara dispatch 
SPD reporting that whereas official Turkish press terms them 
pe "great event", it had observed prior to elections that 


people had evidenced no "political enthusiasm” and had 
reacted indifferently to electoral campaign. Dispatch 
adds that judging by published facts, elections were 

conducted on "rude violation of voters basic rights." 


Tass Cairo dispatch, "Franco Spain-friend of 
Turkey", reports confiscation by Turkey of magazine 
CHIF, published in Cairo by British Information Ministry 
for Turkish consumption, on grounds that it contained 
anti-Franco article and that Franco Spain is Turkey's 
friend and "Bulvark against bolshevism."” Pouch to 
Madrid and Cairo. 


SMITH 


¢ Nar 


aT Trg 


PLAIN 


961 





PERMANENT RECORD COPY: HESSHONT REASWIRIERIO D7 cenTRAL rues wire 








Q9rc-9/00°L98 


944 








EMBASSY OF THE 
“ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


ho. 862 Ankara, June 5, 1946 





SECRET 


Subject: President Intnt Discusses \unicipal Flection 
and the Coming Vote for Members of the eran 


National Assembly. Ce, 
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of May 23, 1946, regarding Presfdent Intsnti's recent tour 
of Fastern Turkey, and No. 617’of May 31, 1946 regarding 
the results of the elections of municipal councils 
throughout Turkey, I have the honor to report that the 
President returned to the capital on June 2. In the 
final address of his trip, delivered at 'rabzon on bay 31, 
the President discussed the municipal election wiich had 
been held the previous Sunday, saying: 


With reference to the Pregfaent telegrans Nd. 581 


"Je begin to see that lack of experience 
caused shortcomings in arrangements and organiza- 
tion of the single-stage elections which we had 
for the first time. ‘Je should not exagserete 
such shortcomings. These sre stages every country 
passes through in democracy. It is enough that 
the voters be really free and uninfluenced, and 
this wes undeniably so. It is only natural that 
shortcomings in organizetion should be rectified 
as we gein experience. I hope that we shall be 
better organized for the elections for the Grand 
Noationel Assembly, and I am overjoyed that this 
election is given greet importence by our fellow- 
countrymen." 
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Replying to criticisms made by opposition lecders 
that his recent trips round the country were in the nature 
of propagande tours on behalf of the kepublican Peovle's 
Perty, the President said: 


"you have doubtless noticed that I have not 
asked my countrymen anywhere to vote for me and 
for the honored Party of which T som President. 
When the Grend National Assembly has set the date 
of the new election, I may perhaps explain t» you 
the program of our perty and esk you to vote for . 
ps. ASI heve always said, we shall receive the oa 
‘€ecision and will of the nation with confidence 
and respect." 
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The President's talk, together with statements of 
other People's Party leaders, indicates that for the 
first time in many years the Party faces a real challenge 
and has been placed on the defensive - a position the 
more awkward because of its novelty. 


Respectfully yours, 


Edwin Cc. Wilson 
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With reference to the Embassy's telegrams No. 601 of 
May 27 and No. 617 of May 31, 1946, regarding the Turkish 
municipal elections of May 26, 1946, I have the honor to 
summarize as follows the results of the elections 


poo 


yo? 


1. The Republican People's Party retained in most 
places in the country effective control over the municipal 
councils, which are the legislative-administrative organs 
of local rule and as such will play an important part in 
the holding of the elections of deputies for the Granda 
National Assembly, now anticipated for the latter part of 
July. 
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\ 2 a 2. The People's Party got a number of severe shocks 
i ec 3 in the course of the election. Party discipline proved 
i383 = z to be extremely slack because of complacency and previous 
te ma & lack of opposition. In several places rival groups within 
2 the Party set up their own lists of candidates. In other 
i P| re) gz places Party faction leaders openly advised voters to 

tae Bw choose independent candidates not sponsored by the Party. 
‘a $ 3| The result will undoubtedly be a concentrated effort to 

i fo} tighten Party lines, instil new cohesion and disoipline, 
— oy eject refractory members, and streamline Party organization 





for more efficient action in the forthcoming Grand National  ... 
Assembly elections. Frequent complaints from the public 
about the caliber of candidates receiving the Party acco- 
lade are reported already to have brought results in e 
questionnaires which the Party General Headquarters at 

Ankara sent to all provincial headquarters asking for 

lists of suitable persons who might be named Party candi- 
dates for the Assembly and who are outstanding in their “ 


lial 


communities. *e 
tn 
3. The Democrat Party of Celal Bayar did not parti- 
cipate officially in the election, but in certain towns <6 Sa 
where the organization was strong, local groups set up & ae 


Democrat 
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Democrat lists of candidates which came out so well in 
the polling as to show that the Party may provide formi- 
dable opposition for the People's Party, once it has been 
organized and spread through the country. On the other 
hand, under the present ciroumstances of extreme fluidity 
within the Party, when it might well, because of the 
prominence of its leaders, become (like the Free Party 
of Fethi Okyar in 1930) a rallying point for all types 
of anti-Peoples-Party, anti-Government factions, the 
Party's continuing success will depend to a great extent 
on the ability of Bayar and his associates to inculcate 

a rigorous Party discipline, enforcing adherence to a 
definite program and immediately expelling unruly ele- 
ments which represent philosophies at variance with their 
own Party platform - whether they be excessively left 
wing radicals or equally right wing reactionaries. 


4. Nuri Demirag's National Resurgenoy Party prof- 
ited from the Democrat Party's abstention from the elec~ 
tion and garnered many more opposition votes than was 
anticipated. Although the Party's early withdrawal from 
the contest in Istanbul foredoomed its candidates there 
to defeat, a number of them polled a very respectable 
number of votes during the few hours in which they were 
up for election. Elsewhere in the country the Party's 
success in electing members to the municipal councils 
(inoluding control of the councils of three towns) mey 
be of considerable psychological help to Mr. Demirag in 
strengthening and extending his Party organization. 


5. The Social Democrat Party, the only other 
organized Party to enter the election, made no showing 
at all, but a number of independent candidates were 
elected in various cities and towns. 


6. Persons opposing the Republican People's Party, 
especially members of the Democrat Party, assert that 
there are now only two roads open to the People's Party: 
democratization of the regime with eventual loss of the 
Party's control of the country, or oomplete authoritar- 
ianism amounting to a dictatorship by the present right- 
wing inner core in the Party. They point to recent 
utterances of Vice President Cevdet Kerim Incedayi of 
the Grand National Assembly and Party spokesmen Deputies 
Falih Rifki Atay and Nihat Frim who have given the 
impression that they think that in view of the threaten= 
ing position in which Turkey finds herself vis-a-vis 
Soviet Russia, perhaps democracy is too risky an experi- 
ment to try out today. 


7. Although the members of the municipal councils 
of Ankara and Istanbul were elected on May 26, 1946, the 
presiding officer of each of the two councils is the 
provincial governor who serves concurrently as Municipal 


President. 
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President. In accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipality Law (No. 1580 of April 3, 1930) the Munioci- 
pal President of Ankara is appointed by the Ministry of 
the Interior with the President's approval (paragraph 94), 
and the Governor of Istanbul is automatically also the 
Municipal President (paragraph 150). Since enactment of 
the law, the Ministry of Interior has always filled the 
office of Municipal President of Ankara by naming the 
Governor of the province to the post. The Istanbul press 
has recently raised frequent voice againgt this practice, 
and has asserted that genuine dencorati bation of the 
political system would also include el ion by popular 
picid rather than by appointment of these’ two important 
officials. 


8. The cause of democracy made a definite advance 
in Turkey with the holding of the elections despite the 
mechanical difficulties in holding a relatively free 


multi-party election in a land which has known only single 
party polls for the past twenty-three years. 


Respectfully yours, 


- 


Edwin ¢4 Wilson 
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Molotov (Embassy's telegram 626, June 3), he apole of 
necessity for Russia to have Complete freedom movement 
its ships from and to Black Sea. Peterson mentioned 
Potsdam agreement looking to revision Montreux Convention. 


Stalin replied freedom of passage 
value unless Russia had base somewhere in Mediterranean. 
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Subject: Embassy's Name Appears in Course of Testimony 
at Bolu Trial. 
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The Honorable 


No. 880 





The Secretary of State, 
=! Washington. aera f e a (a) 
a oy 
sir: NI 
With reference to the Embassy's ee Noe 836 of Es 
May 23, 1946, regarding the trial of two defendants, Oo 
Regit Mercan and Hagmet Orbay (the latter the son of the ~ 
Turkish Chief of General Staff, General Kazim Orbay), on {6)) 
charges of implication in the murder at Ankara on a 
October 16, 1945 of Dr. Neget Naci Arzan, a prominent - 
physician, I have the honor to report that in the course db 
of testimony at the Bolu court on June 5 and 6, 1946, the © 


Embassy's name was brought into the tangle of accusations, 
counter-accusations, and sensationalism which has marked 
the trial since its beginning. 


Before describing the manner in which the Embassy's 
set name was brought up, it may make the tale clearer to cite 


\7 Ahe incidents on which the testimony involving the Embassy 
‘ uy’ Were based: 





1. On April 15, 1945, Hagmet Orbay and Regit Mercan 
and two other former Robert College students (all of whom 
had been at the College when Third Secretary Gnade was an 
instructor there) came at his invitation to his house at 
Kavaklidere-Ankara for a social call. The visit lasted 
from about noon until 1:30 p.m., and another Secretary of 
the Embassy, with whom Mr. Gnade was sharing the house, 
was also present. 


Trnanys Nios 
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2e During the first week of September 1945, Hagmet 
Orbay, who was employed as the Private Secretary of the 
Governor of Ankara, came several times to the Embassy 
Chancery in connection with the question of getting trans- 
portation to the United States for Miss Adnan Balkig, 
Principal of the Fifth Ankara Intermediate School, who re 
with the Department's assistance had been awarded a study = 
fellowship at the University of Chicago end was already 
late getting started for Chicago for the opening of the oa 
school year. On the first of these calls, Mr. Orbay mS, 
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talked briefly with First Secretary Packer, by whom he 
was then referred to Vice Consul Roberts who was handling 
transportation matters. Subsequently he spoke only with 
Mr. Roberts. Mr. Orbay had been sent to the Embassy by 
the Governor of Ankara, who was a great admirer of the 
work which Miss Balkig had done in her school and who 
wished to assist her. 


Conditions in the Bolu Court are reported to be dif- 
ficult for the numerous journalists observing the trial. 
The room itself is crowded, acoustics are poor, and the 
spectators are constantly making noise, so that it is 
difficult to follow the testimony. Furthermore, journal- 
ists have no access (nor has the Embassy) to the court 
record of testimony; each journalist keeps his own notes 
regarding statements of witnesses, and after long court 
sessions transcribes them for his paper. The result has 
been that accounts of the testimony =~ although uniformly 
given in the newspapers as direct quotations - seldom 
contain everything which was said in the witness stand, 
or by the judges, attorneys, and defendants and vary 
widely one from another. The following is therefore a 
composite picture taken from the Ankara and Istanbul 
Turkish-language newspapers of references to the Embassy 
in the Bolu Court on June 5 and 6: 


In the course of testimony before the court on June 5, 
during which he made various accusations against his 
friend Hagmet, Regit Mercan stated that he had read in 
the papers that Hagmet Orbay had wished to run away to 
America. In this connection he said: "There is a Mre 
Gnade at the American Embassy. Hagmet and I both know 
him from Robert College where he was our teacher. We 
went once together to his house, Hog Geldin, at Kavakli- 
dere-Ankra. After this visit Hagmet began to go there 
frequently. When he became Private Secretary of the 
Governor of Ankara, the Governor had someone he wanted to 
send to America and because Hagmet knew Mr. Gnede, he 
gave him the job of arranging this business at the American 
Embassy. Hagmet did not go to the Municipality Building 
(where the Governor, who is also Municipal President of 
Ankara, has his office) for several days while he was 
working on this affair. Hagmet would not tell me the 
identity of the person who was to go to America, although 
I went with him and waited at the door of the American 
Embassy twice while he was inside talking to Mr. Gnade. 
He may have told Mr. Gnade who the person was who was 
to go to the United States. I think the matter should 
be investigated." 


Judge: "Why do you think this inoident is connected 
with the case in question?" 


Regit: 
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Resit: “Furthermore, lately Hagmet was engaged in 
illegal foreign exchange transactions and some well-known 
men were involved. He told me how money was transferred 
abroad. ‘That fellow has so-and-so much money in Switzer- 
land,’ he would say when he was explaining how to conduct 
peg aes That's all I learned from Hagmet. 
Ask ° 


Judge: “Why is this connected with the case at 
hana?" 


Regit: "My purpose in mentioning these things is 
to bring out that Hagmet was engaged in this kind of 
affair and that for a variety of reasons the Governor 
finds it necessary to protect him." 


The session was then adjourned, but on the next 
morning, June 6, the matter oame up again: 


The first to speak was Zahit Tor, the Public Prose- 
cutor, who said: "In yesterday's testimony Regit Mercan 
spoke of Mr. Gnade. Is he still at the American Embassy?" 


Regit: "I don't know. There was another Embassy 
official with him whose name I've forgotten. Hagmet can 
tell you." 


Judge: "You're in a court of justice. You have 
nothing to fear. What did you talk about when you 
visited Mr. Gnade at Kavaklidere? Who was doing the 
foreign exchange operations you talked about yesterday?" 


Regit: "At Mr. Gnade's house we didn't discuss 
illegal foreign exchange operations at all. I don't 
know the names of the people who were engaged in it. In 
fact I didn't say that Hagmet was engaged in foreign 
exchange operations. As far as concerns the business 
of who was going to the United States, not only Mr. Gnade 
and the other person who was with him at his house and 
whose name I have forgotten, but all the officers of 
¢he American Embassy will know who it was on whose behalf 
the Governor of Ankara sent Hagmet to the Embassy. You 
can ask the Embassy about the whole thing." 


Regit then had a minor nervous crisis in the court, 
apparently induced by strain and the fact that he had 
not had his breakfast, and the court adjourned briefly 
to allow him to eat breakfast. 


Later in the morning the Embassy was again brought 
into the case when the Public Prosecutor requested the 
Presiding Judge to find out how long Hagmet had known 
the Mr. Gnade who had been mentioned the previous dayas 
being attached to the American Embassy. 


In the Court's 


1/ 
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In the Court's afternoon session in a summing up of 
further steps to be taken in the investigation of the 
case, the Presiding Judge made a number of points, of 
which the eleventh was: 


"It is not considered necessary to call for testi- 
mony Mr. Gnade, the officer of the American Embassy whose 
name was brought up in Regit's statement yesterday to 
the Court and whose festimony was requested by the attorney 
for the defense." 


The proceedings of the Court were then adjourned 
until June 26 to permit further investigation and summon- 
ing of necessary witnesses. 


Because of the immediate public and journalistic 
interest aroused by mention of the Embassy's name in 
connection with the trial, which is a burning topic of 
conversation throughout Turkey, the Embassy felt it 
expedient to prepare the following statement regarding 
the allegations made during Regit's testimony of June 5: 


"With reference to the statement reported to have 
been made by Regit Mercan during testimony at the Bolu 
Court on June 5, 1946, regarding visits made by Hagmet 
Orbay to the American Embassy at Ankara, it has been 
ascertained from the Embassy that Mr. Orbay called at 
least twice during the month of September 1945, at the 
Embassy Chancery in Yenigehir on a routine inquiry in 
connection with provision of transportation to the United 
States for a Turk who had been granted a study fellowship 
there. Mr. Orbay's talks at the Embassy were not with 
Mr. Gnade, Third Secretary of Embassy, but with Vice 
Consul Roberts who handles transportation matters. Mr. 
Orbay visited Mr. Gnade's home in Kavaklidere only once, 
on April 15, 1945, in the company of Regit Mercan and 
two other former Robert College students." 


After I had discussed the matter on June 6 with the 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Embassy's statement was sent to the Secretary General 
who arranged to have it broadcast that evening on the 
radio and published in all important Turkish newspapers 
through the Anatolian Agency the following morning. When 
it further developed that through inaccurate and mislead- 
ing reports, there might appear to be some implication 
that the Embassy - and Mr. Gnade - could be involved in 
the illegal foreign exchange transactions which Regit 
alleged that Hagmet Orbay had been conducting, the 
Embassy also sent a note of categoric denial to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The text of the note is 
forwarded herewith as an enclosure. 


Editorial 
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Editorial comments regarding Regit's mention of 
the Embassy in connection with his defense have happily 
been few. Mr. E. I. Benice in the Istanbul newspaper 
Son Tel f of June 8 said of Regit: "His attempts to 
bring thts the case the names of certain foreigners, true 
or imaginary foreign exchange operations, his references 
to well-known personalities in an ambiguous manner, and 
finally his refusal to state things definitely and clearly, 
certainly will not suffice to save him from the difficult 
position in which he finds himself today. ... If he has 
nothing to say other than what he has already said in the 
name of truth, then it would be to the point to explain 
to him that he has no right to confuse public opinion, to 
create gossip and to arouse suspicions regarding this or 
that person." 


Mr. Falih Rifki Atay, editor of the Ankara newspaper 
Ulus, on the same day cited the incident as one of a 
number of points in the reporting of the trial by the 
Istanbul newspapers which were just the opposite of what 
one expected of a free press in its task of enlightening 
public opinion. Mr. Atay said: "An accused man, not 
acquitted of the charge of murder and still sentenced to 
20 year's imprisonment, concocted a tale about the American 
Embassy, concerning illegal foreign ourrency operations, 
smuggling of money on behalf of certain leading officials, 
eto. I wonder if the persons who did not even give the 
benefit of doubt to this idle gossip, or who attempted to 
draw the attention of the public to this gossip about 
foreigners, felt ashamed of themselves when they read the 
information given by the American Embassy. 


"May we ask if such insidious steps, which know no 
moral responsibility, serve to build up democracy or 
rather to destroy it?" 

Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 880 dated June 11, 1946 
from American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of 
Embassy's Name Appears in Course of Testimony at 
Bolu Trial. 


NOTE 


No. 786 Ankara, June 7, 1946 


The Embassy of the United States of America presents 
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, 
with reference to newspaper reports of proceedings at the 
Bolu Court on June 5 and 6 regarding visits of Hagmet 
Orbay to the American Embassy and his contacts with Mr. 
Richard E. Gnade, Third Secretary of Embassy, has the 
honor to state categorically that on no occasion on which 
Mr. Orbay talked with Mr. Gnade, either at his home or 
elsewhere, did the question of currency transactions 
arise. Especial reference in this connection is made 
to Paragraph 11 of the Presiding Judge's statement on the 


afternoon of June 6, as published in the Ankara newspaper 


ULUS on June 7, in which there seems to be an implication 


of illegal currency transactions. 


/s/ Edwin C. Wilson 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 


Ankara. 
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I have the honor to refer to the Embassy's despatch 
No. 458 of December 18, 1945, regarding the suspension of 
seven instructors in various Turkish educational institu- 
ae tions on grounds of their having contributed articles of 
th LET fL a political character to newspapers. 


Ni 


Anon 





Following appeals by these teachers individually to 
the Council of State, the highest administrative court 
of appeal in Turkey, it was announced in the press of 
May 4, 1946 that Niyazi Berkes, Pertev Boratav, Mediha 
Berkes and Behice Boran - all instructors in the Faculty 
of Languages, History and Geography, University of 
Ankara - had been exonerated by the Counoil of State of 
having violated the Ministry of Education's rule against ~ 
political activities by its teachers. The Council of 
State is reported to have stated: "To promise to write 
for a political publication which also prints literary, 










atu economic and social science articles, and even to write 
33 S for such a publication, cannot be held harmful to the . 
44 esa work of teaching. Furthermore, despite the letters of ; 
aE io the Dean of the Faculty and of the Director General of + 
43 Higher Education, the Council has decided that the ? 
2% 2 teachers in question had not been proved to have indulged 
aa 2 in political activity within the Faculty" (Cumhuriyet, 
ese May 4, Istanbul). The suspension from duty of these 

| teachers was therefore unjustified, and they were returned 


to their teaching posts - too late, however, to take part 

in the instruction of the current academic year. Their 
return to duty was celebrated in the Faculty by a tea fi 
given on May 28 by their teaching colleagues. 


Furthermore, Adnan Cemgil, philosophy teacher at , 
Ataturk Lycee, Ankara, at the end of May was similarly ¢ 
judged guiltless by the Council of State and returned ( 
to his post (Akgam, Istanbul, May 31). The case of - 
Sabahattin Alf Is more complicated and is still under : 
consideration, although this often-imprisoned professd= ~ 
is now free and to be seen at Ankara. The Embassy has~ 
no information regarding the Izmir teacher Kemal Bilbagear 
who was included among the persons suspended from duty 
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These blows at the authority of the Ministry of 
Education have been supplemented by a suit recently 
brought by a teacher, Yusuf Tleri, of Ankara, who is 
suing the Minister of Education for T.L. 100,000 damages 
for having subjected him to indignities because he 
wished to stand for election to the Grand National 
Assembly. Mr. Ileri ran as an independent in the Ankara 
municipal council elections, and although he was not 
elected, he is reported to have received strong and 
unified backing from the students of the University of 
Ankara who participated in the voting. 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: 


Ws 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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As 1s known, there are living in Turkey & considerable 1 
nusber of Greeks, Armenians, Jows, Circassians, Kurds, etc. a 
In spite of this, Turkish Government officials and the N 






“4 According to official and obviously low statistics n 
“,@bout one and one half million Kurds are living in Turkey. 
% y inhabit eastern Turkish vileyets, which border in east 
pn Iran, in southeast on Iraq and in south on Syria. This 
istrict 1s known 4 Turkish Kurdistan. 


Nevertheless, despite facts and 811 good sense Turiish 
paper "SON-POSTA" on 16 April 1946 wrote that in Turkey 
neither nomad nor settled Kurds have ever existed". It 
is thought in Turkey that a11 national minorities have 
been assimilated ani become Turks. Turkish Government has 
for long time carried on policy of assimilation. As early 
as May 1925 present President of Turkish Republic Inonu 
(then Ismet Pasha) stated in one of his speeches: 


"We are 
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"We are avowed nationalists. Nationalism is only 
factor in our activities. We must at any price make Turks 
of those vho live in our country." 


It is known from recent Turkish history that carrying 
out of these principles aroused dissatisfaction on part of 
national minorities in Turkey. Moreover, there were frequent 
risings by Turkish Kurds and fierce suppression of these by 
Turkish Army. Thus correspondent of the British magazine 
ECONOMIST on May 10th recalled that "in 1930 Turkish Army 
conducted largescale military operations against Kurds, and 
this was repeated in 1937 and 1938, after which Turkish 
Minister for Internal Affairs stated that Kurdish problem 
no longer existed in Turkey." "Since that time," continued 
correspondent "Kurds have officially ceased to exist. They 
are sometimes referred to by chance, either as mountain 
bandits or as mountain Turks." ; 

Same correspondent, who has recently returned frou tour 
of Near East, asserts that "nothing definite is know of 
fate of Kurds in Turkey. Turkish Kurdisten exists behind an 
iron curtain." Indeed, little is kmown of present position 
of Turkish Kurds and it vas hardly to be expected that 
Turk pavers would begin to write about this question, not 
only because in general the presence in Turkey of Kurds as 
one of nationalities is denied, but for other reasons, of 
vhich Movrer NYPOST correspondent, wrote on April 17, 1946. 
He stated that "in Turkey the Kurds have been murdered 
and exiled on such scale that Turkish Government now asserts 
that Kurdish question does not exist in Turkey." 


Nevertheless occasional information which penotrates 
from time to time into foreign press indicates that Kurdish 
question not only exists in Turkey, but is arousing anxiety 
on part Turkish Government. 


On 24 March, &@s reported by foreign papers, including 
Turkish, treaty of friendship was signed by Iraq and Turkey. 


It was 
PLAIN 


PLAIN 


-3-, #1899, Seventeenth, *rom Hoscov. 


It wss pointed out in cornection with this that "joint 
measures in struggle egainst the Kurdish tribes" were being 
discussed, which in opinion of some foreign correspondents 
found incorporation in appropriete secret appendix to treaty. 
These reports are very pisusible, since they speak of 
measures directed towards suppressing existing national 
aspirations of the furkish Kurds. Of these aspirations 
Iranién paper DARYA on April 15 wrote: 


"In Turley and Iraq Kurdigh movement “or autonomy 
is quite natural yinee Kurds differ by nationality from 
furke and Arabs,” @nd they "undoubtedly have right to demand 
introduction of education in their own language ." 


The Turitish pspors wake hostile attacks on Soviet 
Union when they write about Kurds, and blame USSR for 
espiretions of Kurds tovards national independence ard for 
theiy dissatisfaction with measures of Turk Government. 
This is doue in order to hide true situation in Turkish 
Kurdistan, which presents very ugly picture. 


On April 3 AP correspondent in Baghdad, basing himself 
on statement by Mustafa Mdjia Bey, member of the Iray 
Parliament, reported that "Kurds are very badly treated in 
pg lN and s&lled on "UNO to investigate living conditions 
of Kurds. 


In districts inhabited by Kurds there are no health 
organizations, schools nor eny sort of cultural fustitutions. 
Kurds Gye oot advitted to responsible posts in Army and civil 
service. Show sywpathy and interest tovards nationalist 
Kurish movement, are persecuted. 


Moreover, aa DAILY EXPRESS reported March 21, “in 
Purkey Kurds are displaced from villages on Syrien fiostier" 
and taken further into interior. Transfer of population 
with Sim of assimiletion also effects Kurds living in the 
furkish districts on frontiers of Iran and Iraq. Kurds 


are boing 
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are being transferred not only to central districts of 
Turkey, but to districts of Kars and Ardahen, from which 
areas Turks at one time expelled some of Armenians and 
murdered others, assuming that by this they had solved 
Araentan question. Attempts are being made in Turkey now 
to "solve" Kurdish question by same method. Tens of 
thousands of Kurds are being driven from their place of 
residence and forced to leave their howes. They are 
wandering in crowis on foot, losing their cattle by 
vayside. Many old people, children and wowen die on way and 
only few reach place of settlement. Those Kurds who, not 
wishing to bs so transferred c~. to enter the Army, flee to 
mount@ins, are fiercely persecuted. All this cannot but 
arouse dissatisfaction of Kurdish people. 


In this was assertions that no Kurds, and consequently 
no Kurdish question, exist in Turkey, only witness to desire 
of Turkish authorities to conceal frow public opinion their 
attempts to solve this problem in a Turkish manner. 
Persecution and forsible suppression of national aspirations 
have never given positive results in solution of a nationality 
question. After defeat of Fascism by joint efforts of 
freedom lowing nations, there has been considerable growth in 
the national consciousness of all peoples. There is nothing 
surprising in fact that national consciousness of Turkish 
Kurds is growing and milcing itself felt this or thet form. 

It would be political nalvaete to assume that Kurdish question 
in Turkey can be solved by forcile assimilation of Kurds 

or by persecution for demonstration of national conscious- 
ness, or still lees by denial of the very existence of 
question. 


Pouched to London. 
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= With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 869 of 

June 6, 1946, summrizing the results of the Turkish municipal 
council elections of May 26, I heve the honor to report that 
Celel Bayer, leader of the opposition Democrat Party, which 
refused to participate in these elections, in an interview 

with Ahmet Emin Yalman published in his Istanbul newspaper 

VATAN on June 10 asserted that his Party was suffering oppression 
in its efforts to organize and expand--not from the Republican 
Peoples' Party--but from the State and the Government itself, 


Mr. Bayar criticized severely the fact that the Government 
has still published no concrete report of the election results 
throughout the country except for certain figures giving the 
Percentage of participation by the electorate throughout the 
country which were cited by Minister of Interior Hilmi Uran in 
the course of an "apologetic and incomplete*® reply in the 
Grand National Assembly to an interpellation on the subject by 
Deputy Hikmet Bayur of the Democrat Party. 


With regard to the much-debated question of how free the 
elections were, Mr. Bayar stated: ‘There is no doubt that in 
the election the Party in power (the Republican Peoples' Perty) 
received the maximum help from the Governmental administrative 
machinery. The principle that Covernment officials and Government 
machinery maintain a neutral attitude toward Party rivalries dist 
be strongly stressed, The truth is that it was not only neghtgen 
which was displayed toward the principle of neutrelity in th 
municipal elections; in some places it was noted that not eveps 
the requirements of the law were respected." era) 
Respectfully yours, = 


> Yd For the Ambassedor: 
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Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embessy 
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susjecT: Comments on Article, "Does There Exist e Kurdish Question 
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Al Your attention is patlad be telegrams #16899 and 
| #1907 of June from Moscow regarding the publication 








in Trud on June 15 of an article entitled, "Does There 
Exist a Kurdish Question in Turkey?" We are inclined 
to agree with Moscow's comments to the effect: that 
Russia will not be likely to make progress towards the 
creation of an autonomous Kurdistan so far as Turkey 
is concerned. 





We should like to point out, however, that in our 
opinion this article will have a ” tremendous effect upon 
the Kurds of Iraq. 


National feeling is very strong among the 600,000 

Iraqi Kurds who live compactly in the mountains of” 

northern Iraq and who have little respect for the 

Arabs who are in control of the country. For the last 

three years these Kurds have been anxiously trying to 

find some great power which would support the cause of 

Kurdish independence. They have appealed in vain on 

numerous occasions both to Great Britain and to the 

United States for support. They claim that if the 

Kurdish sections of Turkey, Iran and Syria were united, 

they could have a Kurdish State of more than 3,000 000° 

people possessing rich agricultural and oil lands as 

well as great potential water power. There have been 

rumors from time to time among these Furds that the 

Russians would support them at the proper time. There 

has been, however, no public encouraging word from 

Russia. In our opinion, the article in Trud, eltiough 

ostensibly aimed at Turkey, is in fact directed at Ira 

and is a new move, not entirely unexpected, in the = mf 

Soviet campaign to bring about a disintecration of the, G 
eI 
U 





present state structure of the Middle Jast. Although 
many Kurds in Iraq would hesitate to accept Soviet re 
leadership in their struggle for national recognition, 4, 
large numbers of them are so deeply devoted to the 

cause of Kurdish nationalism that they wolls be willing 
to accept support from any quarter.—— 
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Increased turbulence among the Kurds in northern 
Iraq would, of course, place an added strain upon 
Great Britain, which, with its present sparse forces 
in the Middle East, is encountering more and more 
difficulty in preserving law and order in that area. 
The determination of the Egyptians and the Iraqis to 
force the British to give up their present bases in 
those countries, the inability of the British to main- 
tain forces in Lebanon and Syria without impairing 
British relations with I'rance, and the growing dis- 
orders arising from the dispute between the Zionists 
and the Arabs, are contributing to a dangerous weaken- 
ing of Great Britain's whole position in the Middle 
Kast. An up-surge of Kurdish violence at a time when 
British troops are encountering difficulties in con- 
nection with Palestine might weaken Great Fritain in 
such a manner that the whole Middle East would become 


a security vacuum. 
Wh 


Loy W. Henderson 
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Activities as Peoples Party Chieftein. 
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Sir: 


With reference to the Embassy's telegram No, 673 of 
June 18, 1946, regerding the decision of the Democrat and 
Nationel Resurgency Parties to participate in the July 
elections for the Grend Netional Assembly, I heve the honor 
to quote in transletion from Turkish brief excerpts from 

8 statement issued at the end of the Democrat Party's caucus 
at Ankere on June 16-18 regerding the elections: 


“Although our Perty did not participsete in the 
Municipal Elections, the pressure brought upon the electors and 
the interventions made in many places with the objective of 
increesing, on the one hand, the percentage of those parti- 
cipating, and on the other hand, of allowing nobody to win 
votes except those on the lists of the Republicen Peoples' 
Party, took place before the eyes of our people. Furthermore, 
the violent and unfounded defamations that have been published 
letely in very evasive language by newspapers of the Republicen 
Peoples' Party, and the destructive ection taken against our 
Party by some of the members of the Republican Feoples' Party 
and by several of its deputies who are Party inspectors, in 


company with 
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company with high Government officials, and the open opposition 
to our Party by the administrative machinery and high Government 
officials, ere events which will not escape ettention. All 
these actions show that the Republican Peoples’ Party is deter- 
mined not to recognize the right of a serious opposition to 
exist .o<-e 


"Therefore, as we participate in the elections under such 
factors and conditions, we believe that it is right to demand 
thet the Government and Government officials adhere to the 
neutrality required by law, and that the administretive machinery 
remain faithful to the principle of equal treatment in its reletions 
with all parties. And in depending upon this right, we believe 
in the necessity of explaining it. We state in great sorrow that 
it becomes necessary to assume that this lapse into immoderation, 
of not attempting to maintain the appearance of neutrality toward 
the freedom of the votes of citizens, and of all actions taken 
against our Party, has been due mainly to the great influence 
of the activities noticed lately on the part of the Chief of 
State as President of the Republican Peoples' Party. The truth 
is that the failure to publish the texts of the talks made on 
his trip to the interior of the country on the eve of elections 
shows that these talks were made principally in his capacity as 
President of the Party. 


"Therefore the violent actions agsinst our Party show that 
the actual presence of the Chief of State at the head of one 
Party, and the prestige given to that party by his high immunities 
and authority, regardless of well-intentioned actions, places 
the other parties in a very difficult end critical position and 
creates for them a situation contrary to the principle of working 
under equal rights and conditions. In fact, the devietion from 
the spirit of the Constitution end its democratic judicial 
principles regarding the matter of associating the office of 
Chief of Stete and the title of President of the Party in the 


hends of one person, was indicated in Democratic Party's state- 
ment of Mey 13, 1946. 


“As steps have been taken toward the establishment of a 
new democratic order in the country on the eve of the elections 
which will determine the nation's fate for a period of four 
years, the Democrat Party is convinced thet it has done its duty 
by announcing its opinions and its decision, with affirmative 
reasons, to the public." 


The stetement of the Democrat Party was front-page news 
for all the prominent Istanbul newspapers, but ULUS, the 
Republican Peoples' Party newspaper at Ankara, buried it on en 
inside page, and preceded it with the following description of 
its content; 


"The 
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"The already known excuses advanced for not participating 
in the municipal elections are once more repeated in an innocent 
manner in this statement as an alibi to be brovght forwerd 
when the results of the coming elections are known.” (ULUS, 

June 19.) 


Meanwhile ULUS's editorein-echief, Deputy Falih Rifki 
Atay, disturbed by rumors thet the Democrats intend to place 
President Inénf's name at the heed of their list of candidates~- 
in an effort to neutralize his influence, said: One mst 
frustrate the initial tricks of those who went to stir up 
public opinion at this time. The Republican Peoples Party is 
one of the three principal parties which have joined in the 
campaign, and Ismet Inéni is its leader. The National 
Resurgency Party is the second, by date of establishment, and 
Nuri Demirag is its leader. The Democrat Party is the third, 
and Celal Bayar is its leader. In one of his speeches during 
his trip to the provinces, In&nfi mentioned the Republicen 
Peoples Party as 'my honored party,' removing all possibility 
of confusion. Those who belong to the Peoples' Party will 
certainly everywhere seek to rally the people under the flag 
of Inénfi and will prevent misuse of the name and reputation 
of their own leader by the opposition.* (ULUS, June 18). 
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Secretary General Foreign Office read me memorandum 
prepared by Prime Minister of his conversation with Soviet 
Ambassador few days ago at reception during visit President 
Lebanon. Following principle points interest: 


(1) Ambassador asked what significance visit Lebanese 
President. Prime Minister replied solely visit courtesy. 
Ambassador asked whether he could inform his govt no 
diseussion concerning anything like political treaty. 
Saraccglu assured him he could, adding o: matters dis- 
cussed were of technical administrative nature such as 
optants and properties nationals one country in other. 


(2) Referring Paris Conference, Ambassador said two 
quest,ous particular importance under discussion: Italian 
reparations and Trieste. He thought agreement could be 
reached on first but Triestemost difficult and imperative - 
pe given to Yugoslavia. ro! 


(3) Saracoglu asked if any intention discuss Turkey ey 
at Paris. Ambassador replied no. Molotov sent agenda of ° 
conference and Turkey not mentioned; if USSR had planned ,,;; 
discussion Turkey on margin conference he sure to have 
been informed. 


aa 
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(4) Prime Minister then spi ks of Soviet demands:son Fuskey 
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June 1945 for eastern provinces and bases in Straits. 

He said Turkish Uobt had retrained from publicly giving 
confirmation %o reports suck. demands made, in order not to 
vorsen alrosdy difficult relations between two countries and 
alse to rake it easier for USSR to withdraw demnds. 

Turkis':s Govt hopes Soviets will in fuct find way to mke 
app-uncement that such demands have never been made, as 
~nervise Turkish Govt may be obliged before much longer as 
duty te Turkish public optnicn to admit existence these 
demands. Vinogradov argued vehemently this should not 

be done then went on urge President Inonu and Prime Minister 
make effort reach understanding with USSR. Prime Minister 
replied Turkey obviously could not reach understanding on 
basis ceding eastern province: and granting bases in Straits. 
Ambasradcr said Turkey should recognize that USSR for security; 
reasons more deeply concerned regarding Straits than 

any cther power, needing base there in time war, and if 
Turkey recognizing this would enter discussion with USSR 
questicn of eastern provinces could be disregarded. 

Prime Minister without replying directly to this said there 
eould be no possibility discussion so long Russia maintains 
demands for territories and bases. He urged Ambassador 
nress his govt withdraw these demands. Vinogradov replied 
he w-uld do what he could but had no hope his govt would agree. 


(°) During foregoing discussion Ambassador said he 
sav n. reason USSR should not have bases in Streits since 
"US now has air bases in Turkey". Prime Minister said US 
of course had no air bases but only rights under civil 
aviation agreement similar to agreements existing among 
pract‘cally all other countries to operate commercial air 
service, 


¢3) Regarding discussion mentioned paragraph four above 
Erki.. s3@id his interpretation was that Soviets trying lead 
Turkey into bilateral talks concerning Straits hoping thereby 
te cause misunderstanding and friction between Turkey, 
UK and US and exploit resulting situation. 


Sent Dept as 702; repeated Moscow 66, London 104, 


Paris 27. . 
WILSON 
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Important development electoral situation is recent 
announcement independent candidacy for Deputy of Marshal 
Fevzi Chakmak. Marshel was twice Prime Minister, Chief General 
Staff during 22 yearo until retirement two years ago, one of 
closest and most loyel associates of Ataturk, has great 
prestige throughout country. While candidacy nomizally 

independent, statements of Marshal and of Celal Bayar, 

leader Democrat Party, together with revelation of rift 
between Marshal and People's Party, indicate that he will 
in fact be regarded as Democrat candidate. 
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Political dopesters, who have given Democrats about 
100 seats out of probable 485 in new Assembly, now feel 
Cc candidacy gives them perhaps even chance win 
majority providing, of course, elections fair. Democrats 
are jubilant and abundant signs exist People's Party leaders 
recognize they are faced with serious fight. 
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I have the honor to report that political activity 
in Turkey in preparation for the late July elections of 
deputies in the Grand National Assembly has become 
heated and general. The Republican People's party fh] 
leaders - cabinet members, Assembly spokesmen, Journal- : 
ists, and district representatives - are working vigor- wy 
ously endeavoring to close the many breaches in their é 
defenses made by the opposition, which is effectively Oo 
represented almost exclusively by former Prime Minister > 
Celal Bayar's Democrat Party. Thus far the campaign in 
the press, 1n speeches and in organizational activities, 
has been one of issue rather than personality, for 
neither the People's Party nor the Democrats intend to on 

i 


= 


9r6i 2 Tine 
BLVIS 30 INIW1YWd30 


publish their full lists of candidates until a day or } 
two before the actual election. This will be July 21, ay 
according to an announcement of the Minister of Interior e 
published in the newspapers on July 3. 


The chief issue in question 1s domestic, leaving 
the nation's foreign policy beyond discussion. No party 
in Turkey today could hope to survive which proposed any 
other course in the essential aspect of Turkey's foreign 
policy, namely, relations with the U.S.S.R., than that 
followed by the People's Party: maintenance of Turkish 
independence and sovereignty and refusal to give way to 
Soviet threats and demands. This cardinal point of 
Turkish foreign policy is t he key to most other Turkish 


activity in her relations with her neighbors ‘and t, 
other nations of the world. No question can aris f SK 
the Democrats proposing any change in that esi = 
The main &, = 
DOR Nie Tort | § ~ 
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The main issue is, as I have said, domestic, and 
it 1s general rather than specific: it 1s a possibly 
cyclical but certainly decisive general reaction against 
the party in power for the past twenty-three years, and 
is marked by a popular revulsion of feeling against the 
group of People's Party leaders who have firmly - and 
at times none too gently - guided the country since the 
foundation of the Republic. Even while the members of 
the present-day opposition concede the magnificent 
accomplishments of the Turkish revolution - and of its 
instrument, the People's Party - in the creation of the 
new Turkey, they point to what they consider to be the 
Party's record of repression and authoritarianism, its 
alleged mismanagement of the country's economy in the 
war years, the reactionary tendencies of its onetime 
revolutionary leaders, the burdensome weight of an 
inefficient and inflated bureaucracy, and the general 
slowing down of the dynamism and momentum of Ataturk!s 
era. 


Specific items of criticism crop up every day: 
the obviously maladroit and suspiciously round-about 
manner in which the present murder trial of two young 
men, one of them the son of the Turkish Chief of 
General Staff, has been handled (Embassy's despatches 
No. 8356, May 25, 1946 and No. 880, June 11, 1946); a 
widespread scandal of corruption and maladministration 
in the Monopolies Administration; the authoritarian 
conduct of the Minister of Education and certain of 
his advisers in handling the country's educational sys- 
tem; the activity of President Intnth as President Gen- 
eral of the People's Party and his insigtence on 
continuing to be, as Atatitirk was, party chief and 
president of the nation at the same time; the tendency 
of People's Party leaders to consider devutyships in 
the Grand National Assembly as rewards to be given to 
retired public officials who are no longer capable of 
earrying on their regular duties; and the 111l-considered 
statements in public of various People's Party spokes— 
men who, for example, have threatened post-election 
reprisals against those bucking the Party will and who 
have labelled such respected patriots as Celal Bayar 
and Hikmet Bayur as "pro-Russian". 


Individual unpopular People's Party figures in 
prominent positions include Falih Rifki Atay, fulmin- 
ating against the opposition in daily editorials in 
Ulus, Hasan Ali Yticel, Minister of Education, an ener- 
getic, pleasant man who contrives to get into one 
embarrassment after another, Prime Minister Saracoglu 
(whom punsters have rechristened Haragoglu - son of a 
publican), Kemal Gedeleg, grasping Secretary General 
of the Presidency, and even President Inént himself 
who, despite the general respect the country has for 
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his accomplishments in the past as a soldier in the War 
of Independence, as a diplomat at Lausanne, and as a 
statesman in his long years as Prime Minister and Presi- 
dent, still, with the passage of time, has possibly lost 
ground in popular estimate by his rigid sense of discip- 
line, his apparent blindness to the corruption and 
inefficiency which has allegedly filtered into many cor- 
ners of the Party and Government organization, and his 
Fabian caution in moving toward more democratic ways of 
life for Turkey despite his obvious desire that these 
concepts come to realization gradually and reasonably. 


The People's Party campaign thus far has been 
entirely defensive. Its spokesmen point to President 
In&nti's capable leadership of the Party as ample evi- 
dence both of its past accomplishments, its present 
value, and its future promise for the country. They re- 
call its work in the task of changing Anatolia from the 
center of a multi-lingual, multi-national Ottoman Empire 
to the new Turkish Republic, based on the Party's six 
planks of republicanism, nationalism, populism, etatism, 
laicism, and revolutionism. Referring to the recent 
past, they claim that the Turkish people in their voting 
should lend grateful recognition to the Party leader- 
ship's war record, both in keeping Turkey out of the war, 
in maintaining her in an economic condition at least 
superior to that of any of her neighbors, and in avoid- 
ing any concessions of territory or sovereignty to 
foreign powers. 


Up to the present no one has publicly suggested that 
the Democrats might be so successful as to seize control 
of the Assembly in the coming elections. Such a sweep 
would mean a complete change in the personalities con- 
trolling the Government, for even President Intntt would 
in that case probably be replaced, possibly by Celal 
Bayar, or perhaps by Marshal Fevzi Gakmak. 


The latter figure is of great interest in the elec- 
tion campaign. His emergence on the scene began with 
recent reports that thousands of persons at Istanbul had 
signed petitions asking that he stand as a candidate in 
the Assembly elections. In an interview at Istanbul 
last week Celal Bayar stated that the Democrat Party 
would be delighted to place the Marshal.as an independ- 
ent candidate at the head of the list of those supported 
by his party, asserting that it was a shame to leave him 
"with nothing to do at home". prime Minister Saracoglu, 
feeling this an allegation of his personal indifference 
to the Marshal, immediately issued a peevish statement 
saying that he himself had five times previously asked 
the Marshal to stand as a People's Party candidate for 
the Assembly, and each time the Marshal had refused. 


This.... 
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This inept statement appeared in the Istanbul 
papers on the same day as interviews granted by Marshal 
Gakmak to journalists in which he welcomed the popular 
call to serve his country again. Regarding the Demo- 
crat Party he was quoted as saying: "It is an uder- 
taking and organization which has put an end to single- 
party rule. I am convinced that this party, which 
promises to be a definite factor in the establishment 
of a balanced and harmonious policy in the country, is 
working for the high interests of the nation." (Tasvir, 
Istanbul, June 30). 


Marshal Gakmak is probably the only man in Turkey 
today whose record and esteem as an individual, apart 
fron politics, approaches that of President Inént, and 
his candidature on behalf of the Democrats is a severe 
blow to the People's Party, which counts heavily on the 
weight of President Intnt's national prestige to carry 
it to victory in the polling. The Marshal's reasons 
for emerging from retirement onto the political scene 
again are reported variously. He is said to have felt 
that he was unjustly forced out of the post of Chief of 
General Staff in early 1944 on the specious excuse of 
his age. His retirement was followed shortly afterwards 
by subordination of the General Staff to the Prime 
Ministry, a move which he strongly disapproved and ov- 
posed. He also was reportedly offended personally by 
little signs of indifference to him which, after his 
retirement, he sensed in various members of the Govern- 
ment; in small personal ways he was made to feel neg- 
lected and alone. He could not continue to wear mili- 
tary uniform without a special law permitting 1t, but 
the law, though promised, was never cleared through the 
Assembly. An automobile was presented to him, but no 
provision was made for its upkeep, so it has remained 
in the garage ever since. Therefore, as a result of 
personal pique in addition to his reported general dis- 
@oproval of the manner in which the country is being 
run, he has now come out in open opposition to the 
People's Party. 


In the election Marshal Gakmak, like several other 
prominent candidates including Hikmet Bayur, former 
Minister of Education, and Emin Sazak, great landowner 
of Eskigehir, 1s running as an independent unaffillated 
with any party. One explanation of this 1s that Celal 
Bayar has told the Marshal that he wishes to see him 
elected President by the Grand National Assembly as 
soon ag the Democrats achieve predominance. One of the 
Democrat planks 1s that the President of the Republic 
should be a neutral figure above all parties, and the 
Marshal, in running as an independent, will be in such 
a@ position. 
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To the foregoing it might be added that some of 
the progressive younger men who support Celal Bayar 
are critical of his sponsorship of Marshal Gakmak's 
candidacy. They assert that the Marshal is old, 
reactionary, chauvinistic, his mind closed to progres- 
sive ideas and to the conception of international 
cooperation. They feel that Bayar has to some extent 
compromised the principles of the Democrat Party by 
using the Marshal's candidacy as a vote-getting 
device, although they admit its effectiveness. 


Despite general jubilation by the Democrats at 
the tide of enthusiasm flowing their way, it seems 
improbable (but not impossible) that they will obtain 
control of the Assembly in the coming elections. How- 
ever, it seems reasonably certain that on the basis of 
free elections (i.e., barring possible repressive 
measures by the People's Party to assure their reten- 
tion of complete control) the Democrats will certainly 
have a large, energetic and vociferous block of votes 
in the new Assembly. Certain of the Democrate feel 
that once some of the stand-pat deputies of the People's 
Party sense the power of the movement favoring the 
Democrats in the Assembly and in the country, they will 
gradually swing their votes to the Democrats, thus 
enabling them to come to final control of the majority 
vote long before the end of the coming four-year 
Assembly period. 


Respectfully ja 4 
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Nevsat Tandogan, Vali and Municipal 
President Ankara, died this morning allegedly 
having shot himself. Motive not yet known 
He vas required to testify yesterday in 
Bolu murder trial. As reported Embassy there 
have been various suspicions and allegations 
his implication or knowledge of murder. Whatever 
facts may be his death will have political 
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No. 948 Ankara, July 9, 1946 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Election Campaign Impressions from 
Two Smaller Turkish Cities. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


Sir; 


I have the honor to forward herewith a memoran- 
dum prepared by Thira Secretary Richard kr, Gnade 
regarding his impressions of the election campaign 
in two smaller Turkish cities, Eskigehir ana Izmit, 
which he visited on the weekend of July 6-7, The 
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tion by the Turkish people, not only of Eskigehir 


c Respectfully yours, Ve Dy 
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MEMORANDUM 
Ankara, July 8, 1946 


Subject: Impressions of Election Campaign 
at Eskigehir and Izmit. 


I left Ankara on Friday evening and arrived at Eski- 
gehir about midnight. I remained there, staying at the 
home of a wealthy Turkish businessman, until 2:30 a.m. 
Sunday morning, when I left for Izmit. After arrival at 
Izmit at 7:40 a.m. on Sunday, I remained there with a 
Turkish friend through the day and took the train back to 
Ankara that evening at 9:45 p.m. 


The following impressions of the election activity 
at Eskigehir and Izmit were gained in talks with my hosts, 
with people I met on the train, and with numerous casual 
contacts from all classes of the population. 


Eskigehir and Izmit are good sample towns for Turkey. 
Both have some industrialization (the sugar factory and 
railway work shops at Eskigehir; paper and cellulose 
factory and a small shipyard at Izmit), both are communi- 
cations centers, and market towns for large farming areas. 
Eskigehir is in a district where the farms are held to 
great extent by rich landlords, such as Emin Sagak, with 
tenant farmers; Izmit 1s in an area where the peasants 
often own their own land. In both towns the Democrats 
seem to have made formidable headway 1n their organization, 
as well as in the outlying villages of the vrovince. 


The Democrats were reported to be strongest in the 
villages, where the peasants have three basic grievances 
against the Saracoglu government: 


1. The School Question. 


In accordance with President In&Snth's desire that each 
village have a school, the governors of the provinces have 
been forcing construction of primary schools in each vil- 
lage. These buildings cost a minimum of 15,000 liras 
apiece, a sum difficult for poorer villages to raise. In 
addition, when a Village Institute teacher is supplied to 
the village, sixty d§nums of the best land in the village 
is taken for his use as a demonstration farm, and the 
villagers are required to build him a house and supply him 
with oxen, other animals, a wagon and enough equipment to 
run his small farm. The pressure which the governors of 
the provinces have put on subordinate officials to force 
the villagers to complete school buildings and to make pro# 
vision for the school teacher has aroused great resentment, 
especially when these are not the only forced contributions 
which the villagers are required to make; in addit ion, 
every village with more than sixty families is supposed to 
build a maternity house and often, also, a Republican 
People's Party Center building, sometimes also used as a 
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2. Forest 
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2. Forest Administration. 





The recent law putting all forests under State admin- 
istration has aroused great antagonism among the peasants 
because their privilege, heretofore unassailed, of allow- 
ing their flocks to wander grazing unhindered through the 
forest areas, has now been sharply curtailed, nor can they 
gather wood freely in the forests as they used to do. 


5. OQOppressive Attitude of Local Officials. 


Local gendarmerie commanders and their rough-and-ready 
soldiers are said to be ready to enforce on the peasants 
any command of local officials. Furthermore, they are the 


instruments of collection of taxes which -- for a peasant 
who in the course of his life accumulates very little cash 
or currency -- are very difficult for payment. 


Around Eskigehir apparently there 1s considerable 
antagonism also among the peasants as well as the barge 
landholders to the provisions of the Land Distribution law. 
One man to whom I spoke said that it sounded well in theory 
to distribute land to every peasant, but if that peasant 
had no capital or capital goods whatsoever, he was incap- 
able of exploiting the land. Furthermore, the size of the 
land allotments 1s such that considerable equipment is 
required, including oxen, carts, ploughs and various other 
items which were beyond the reach of most landless peasants 
to acquire once they were given land. They were said to 
prefer organization of inter-village cooperatives to work 
the land as a joint communal project. 


At Izmit, workers in the paper and cellulose factory, 
of which there are some 2300, complain that they are dis- 
criminated against in favor of the plant's some 500 govern- 
ment officials. The latter receive tea, coffee, sugar and 
cloth allotments from the Government, which are not given 
to ordinary workers. Furthermore, they receive first 
quality bread at 18 kurug per loaf, while the workers pay 
23 kurug per loaf for second quality bread. I was told 
that probably 80% of the workers at the cellulose factory 
would vote for the Democrats in the coming election, not 
only because of this discrimination but also because of 
the low wage scale, inadequate health precautions, lack of 
old-age, retirement, and insurance benefits, and various 
other complaints. 


In both Eskigehir and Izmit I heard the comment that 
if and when a farmer-labor party became effective, it would 
do much better in these areas than either the Republican 
People's Party or the Democrat Party. In each place, too, 
the individuals favored as candidates in the Grand National 
Assembly elections are reported to be people of local ori- 
gin; in neither place were outsiders wanted. In any case, 
it is expected that in the elections in these two places 
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the Republican People's Party will be able to swing only 
the government official vote which, in so highly organized 
a bureaucracy, will be considerable. One man told me that 
the other day, while waiting for a friend at the Saracoglu 
Quarter at Ankara, just for curiosity he asked some chil- 
dren who were playing nearby whether they were Republican 
People's Party or Democrats. "Oh", the answer was, "we're 
government official children; we're Republicans outside and 
Democrats inside." 


In Izmit there is the usual monument of Atatttrk stand- 
ing in the center of town; he stands with his arm out- 
stretched, pointing down the road toward Istanbul. It hap- 
pens, however, that the Democrat Party headquarters are 
about fifty feet down the road where he is pointing and the 
people of Izmit jokingly assert that he is directing them 
to vote for the Democrats. 


Often I met with considerable scepticism as to any 
change for the better which might come about should the 
Democrats win. One man said: "All these Democrat leaders - 
Bayar, Menderes and the others - had their chance in the 
1950's under Ataturk. They didn't show themselves to be 
progressives then; what reason have we now to hope that 
they have changed?" Another man said; "Who cares who wins 
- Republicans or Democrats - the generals in the Army won't 
change, and they are the ones who really set policy in the 
country". 


No one I spoke with seemed to think that the People's 
Party really intended to carry through with its promise of 
a free election. The peoples! attitude seemed to be that 
the People's Party leaders were becoming so frightened by 
the sweep of enthusiasm for the Democrats that they would 
be forced before the election to take repressive measures, 
but how effective these measures would be in attaining a 
Republican People's Party victory no one was prepared to 
estimate. The headlined article in the first issue of the 
Democrat newspaper Yeni Tiirkiye, Istanbul, saying: "If the 
People's Party Does Not Win, Fevzi gakmak may be Elected 
President", was criticized as being a direct provocation 
to President Inénth to use repression in order to maintain 
his position. I was also told at Eskigehir that there was 
an obvious infiltration in the last few days of strange 
faces, who were believed to be Emniyet employees from 
Ankara, strong-arm men who would be used on behalf of the 
Republican People's Party. The situation in both Eskigehir 
and Izmit seemed tense. Already there have been minor 
brawls in both places, and about a week ago a prominent 
landlord of Eskigehir, a retired Army major named Tahsim, 
is reported to have been murdered with his own revolver by 
tenant peasants in a quarrel about politics. 


Richard ©. Gnade 
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There are given below items regarding important 
political developments which occurred in this conmlar 
district during the month of June, 1946. 


Jeve: t: Cy mes c Corps: 


All members of the Ismir Consular Corps were 
invited to attend the Anmal lestivel at Perzane 
at the besinning of the month of dune embracing 
folk dancing, Folklore anc gamone Peper arrange~ 
Rents were made for the members to live at the best 
ama hotels ani all possible facilities were nace 


Per 
‘‘@yallable to them. ‘he 1946 Pergama Festival waa 


SWiged a creat success. This anrual Festival was 


, @etablished in the year of 1938 for the pose of 


ébtracting tourists to Perzgama and is under tho 
Girect jurisdiction and supervision of the Izmir 
Vilayet. The present Vali hes taken a parbticplarly 
keen interest in furthering Pergeama &s a tourist 
oonter ag rig ae at one time it was believed 
that the late President Hoosevelt had accepted an 
invitation from Preatdent Inom to visit the olty, 
when he stated that it had always been one of his 
great wishes to visit Porcgamn.e 


eee 
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An Bxhibition of Arehaeological and Arohi- 
teotural Works of the Ottoman and Seljuk Turks was 
arranged at the local Halk Evi the History and 
Museum Division of the Ismir evi to which ell 
members of the looal Consuler Corps were invited. 
A leoturer gave a detailed and interest! 
explanation of the Exhibition which was attended 
by many of the looal Consular Corps members. 


Sadik Goner, ~lrector of Contentleux of the 
Vileyet of lamir who has been of great assistance 
to all members of the local Consu c returned 
to his duties at the Konak (Vileyet) in Izmir 
following a long period of mili service. Upon 
his return to duty, he was cordially weloaomed by 
his many friends an‘ aesoclates. 


On June 15, 1046, tho looal Sritish Coneul 
General gave « reception at the British Conmilate 
Jenoeral in observance of the King's Birthday, which 
was attenied by the Commamiont, the Vali, the sayor, 
and other leading; officials of the Vileyet and olty 
of izmir, ag well ae all of leading members of the 
british oolony. 


On Jume 14, 1946, the looal Prench Consul 
General gave a dooktatd party et the French Consulate 
General to which ali leading local officials were 
invited an wore all members of the local Consular 
Corpse 


On June 15, 1046, the members of the local 
Consular Corps were invited to attend the wedding 
party of the secon! son of the Vali of the Vilayet 
of Izmir, Sefik Hefik Soyer, and the daughter of 
AML Hayder Alpayrak, one of the leading al 
merchants, held at the f‘ennis Club in the Multur 
ark of Izmir. The party was considered one of 
the leading soctety events of the year. 


On June 24, 1946, the new Italian flag of the 
Itelian Xepublic was f1own for the fireat time on the 
roof of the local Italian Consulate. ‘The colors of 
the flag were the same as the old Vonarchy flac, 
but the Royal Crest had been removed. 


Local Comment 





There was considerable and iemediate reaction 
the announcements which were forthcoming from 
oe Paris Conference to the effect that the Dodeca- 

nese Ialanis would Lt ven to Oreece. “hile, 
ge » loeal rose to this deoision of the 
Four wan taveranie in thet it wae feit it was 
bas tex for these Telands to belong to Creese than 
highend al the U.S.5.It., novertheless, there waa 
ing in some ofreles to the effect th that 
t woo fave te Deon better if some of theses felands, 
cameteniniay those Lg | adjacent to Turkish shores 
- in some cases there islands are distant from the 
fer coast only a few miles = had been given to 
s e 


Another point which a aes rosent- 
ment in loeal clroles was 
these lelanis to Oreece. thie tern, La pint 
most erroneous, 2s, prior vo ‘orld Wer x I and the 
previous Talian re @ll of the Jodecanese Islands 
were in tho possess of Tuy and wore not held 
vy Greece. alg of course tted that the 
majority. of population of the Dodecanese Islants 
7 een Pecet for many sonerations, bus it 
is raintained that Sreece has never really heli 
these ialants for tmndro(s of years. i » accomd= 
ing to the looal point of view, throuwh a treaty 
agreement gained possession of the ~ode- 
caneso Iglanis at so time when lurkey wap encaced 
in Balkan Vars, ont subsequently, qiite in contre- 
‘iotion to the treaty provisions, refused to 
return them to Dario ye ami Instead Inristed upon 
oontimiing to hold then. 


On the opoagion of a vielt to lamir emrouie 
to Atliona, the “\irkioh Anbassacor to irecce atuted 
in @ proso interview that present rolatilons betwen 
Auwkey and Oresoe are excoLlent. 


In jotal circles conslicrable interast was 
avowed in the announcement that a firat let of 500 
tons of Surkish o, vould be sol’ to Greece fn the 
near future, the sbipulated export Brine being 108 
kurus ufiogran, and the sale price in crease 
to be YL kurvue por kilogram. “he latter firure 
is approximately 40 kurus less per ktlogram then 
the present retall price of sugar in Tur It is 
eg ted Ghat a tote] of fron 2500 te &O bo tons 

of Aavkish Suzey will be sent to the Treck Ae7ean 
Sea islance and to Grevce propa. 


Political - LCoonontc 


Poli tions - Boonowlo Notes: 

The loaal economic situation during June, 1946, 
was rere | oheras terised a deterioration of 
the dirs: $ economic situation which obtained 
Guring previous months, end during dune the situation 
wag considered ag heving become crucial. 


The "ordsie” caxreed mach apprehension in all 
cireles, ani many voices were ra demanding that 
the Covernment, ormier to overcome the orfals 
immediately oetablish a postwar polley of poli tfoal 
eooneny. “he Government's procrastination in 
deeling with postwar problens in thia regpeot was 
openly oriticised ant confermed. in the evens the 
Sovernrent doen not produce such a postwar polloy 
of polities) scanomy an’ efforte on the pert of 
the Covernment are not forthoorming to lower the 
present moet excessive high prices for ell Turkish 
produste, it is cenerally felt that, while the world 
ie raptaly mwovine to more normal economic ani 
living comiftions, Curkish trade and com:erce will 
de paralyzed. 


cho ntatenonta of the Minister of Commerce to 
the effect that the favorable conditions which 
obtained during the war yoaré in respect of agricul- 
toral exports cannot be expected to contime, ware 
most unfavorably receives bs local growers ani 
exporters alike. lis further statemonte in this 
respect to the effect thet in view af ee 
competition from Oresse andi Gulgaria partioularly 
in respoot of tobacco, prowers aryl exporters of 
tobacco must expect to receive lower prices and 
that they met therefore produce more shea: 
broucht forth retorts of Serision, par fou larly 
ap they were procfLaed no relief from present high 
taxation anc the present high cost of articles and 
preduets whioh thoy require in the production and 
hanéiing of aerieult:ral products intenfed for export. 


Kalfehearted attemptr of local Covernnent 
spokesmen to explain the aituation were sO weak 
that 2¢ was evident "no defense” would have been a 
kore prastieable polioy, such spokesmen having 
attriduted the stagnation of the losal markets 
te the followings 


1. The termination of tho usual exporting 
geagone 


2. Postwar consequences ani effects. 
Both pointe being general in character wero 


of little % to the looal aroused and resentful 
growers ani shippers of agricultural products. 


4n unprecedon bed 


“ 


4n unprecedented “hea Calmess ant qiiet- 
hess obtained in local ly throughout the month 
of Sune, with few ar! most limited transactions 
in ataple copmodL bles. 


Another Cisqiieting factor in the local 
economic situation was tho estimate that the 1040 
tobacco crop the mainetay of economics, in this 
region will total abet 45,000,000 ome y 
(A average crop to 35,000,000 kiloe 
greene). hts in itself would moan lower prises. 


Stil another unfavereble fucter in this reapoot 
wag the receipt of announsonents to the affect that 
experiments contusted in the United States to prow 
“urkieh type tohacce heve been succeasinl. 


Another faotor of some alanifioance in the 
loos] tobacco eltuation was the application of one of 
the loadin: Local American tebacce compantoas to 
the local Guatons Adninietration for pormisaion 
to Urine tobasce from the bevlet Union (ive Ceuga- 
wo) for the pw © Of manipulation ani reexpor~ 
tation 59 the ‘nited Statec. 


The veluctanse of American tobacco sonpaniog 
to octane Turkish tobacco at the "“exorbitantly 
hig ge fixed by the jurkish Goverment for 
she 1045 tobacco crop hag not been quickly for ;otten 
in leeal ecireles and with all the aéditlonal 
unfavorable factors enimerated above hoverin: 
aver the 1946 crop, there fa gomi reason w belleve 
that both crowers amt exporters of jurkish tobacce 
in this digtriet are approaching e @ifficoull season 
wel 18 la not 4iffteult to understand Ghelir appre} 
hansion in thila reapact. 


Nerotiations between Uritieh interests ant 
Varkion exporters o: raisine for the belnnes of tne 
1046 ratain orop condimed bhrouchout the mont 
of June. ° 


‘he "ritisn interoate finmlly anncuraed that 
Lal wOUlA take delivery of additional 1045 srop 
ralaine untor proviously fixed prfona ane of the 
sare Cualthy until Jaly 16, v4, an thet choy 
would Iee.e Navieorte up to Sk of cho awouns of 
the deliverioa. However, ao the witish incorcsts 
have alreecy obtained prac tioa twoethisis of the 
ontirve No. 0 quality of the looal raisin orop eat 
a mont favorable price of 42.5 kurus per kilocram, 
oval axporters were not inolined to sell the 
dDalance of hizher quality raisins held by then 
a’ the prices offered by the Pritish interests. 


Tn gonnesbion with the exparbtation of raieins, 
the question of conteiners for euch products has 


given § 


_— Pig M4 to certain developments « the 
try of Comeree having acsep in 

whats wn = b Faieine may be exported ag wel2 
and more ghe: aah wee bonos, eu thor ised the 
9 200 oh pe Doxea. The 

tuportation of wich paper voxos caused much 
consternation and won. oaks among local establish- 


exports for many years. & the prosont time a 
wooten box of Seeibed aixo ooeke any 

6 = 10 kurus more mae ainilar iapor bed pepe 
dox container, ani local box making cgpedoxsh nba 
are talein, atepe to reduoe tha soot of wee te ee 
in order to meet the oo: ng = 

containers, aoning prinoipally t» Foes ant tue 
Unived States. 


Leonl, sere of omery ore complained to the 
wpiter thas ae thoush having effected sales to United 
States firms ~— aro unable to rake delivery bee 
Gauss bre Mog hampered by continaed ant inoreasing 
Alffisulties 1% grated: oe the ore from their 
mineo to near by seaports. Aitomodile trucks 
cammot be obteined for thie purpose arn! other means 
of transportation ere extremely limited. 


Other itome of SLoular interest anti 1 fe 
ance in logal scononiec circles durin: Jone, Load, 
wore the following: 


At a meoting of the Chamber of Courerec, the 
ried Truit Laxportere Agsoeleation hac issec. ways 
anc reans of gelling peining on! five ebroat, 
this, in view of preliminary srop estim tos for 
ralpineg ef 80,000 tona ani for firs of 35,000 tons, 
both well avove chs average. Luriny this Reger rg 
£6 wae etated that local exporters hope to ship 
45,000 tone of ratotns and 8000 sena of Pie to 
Croat Mpitein, ant aonsiderablo quantities of Siga 
to the Uniged "ota tos. 


Teeal dried fruit aa contimed their 
efforts to ILapoao of * unaold LOS fig etecka 
so the UNREA, 


Sayps Le being considered am « market Sor fresh 
urkish grapes epee ani nelons. pay gots yes wich an 
export program wou. rp apo a great degree upon 
passing faut, alrwormiitioned ships into the soneien 
“Lexantr ia; oe to the present aite 
look, gush @ sarvice camo’ be Inanturated at thir 


The Long-awal tod qs for the Sumer Tank 
Vaxtils veo in the outekirts of Immir la expected 


to arrive in near future and it La expected thet 
the factory will be operating by Osbober Both. 


it wes 


Trade Control Cormisaion in furania. 


the Iamiy Chamber of Commerce also oe 
fest &t hed eh gear @ liot “blacklisting” the 

cctag op lecan gies Bg gril (Sesuary 
sobacco from crowors ng, ob 

1946) and who refused ta take Colivery cic to laok i 
of funds curing 4 she last days of the marke! 

(These "purohugere™ had entered the rwoket Solely 

for spesulative puroeses). 


Conaiderable Interses was canifest in local 
business circles gage 3 an annoanoenont to the 
effeot that on July 1, 6 ger oxi the United 
States would eboliah & ae $10 < Lista conte ining 
the names of thousanie of firms in nou'oral countries 
who had been found sullty of tracin,; with the enasy 
during Yorld sar Il, 


Ag the en: of Lhe month of June, the local 
Velonia Sorpora tion atatet that tt had effected 
a further sale of 1000 tons of a: ying = Paco 
valonis at w price i £60.00 por ton in sacks 
mime 3% @lacount. in eddition, another local 

private norohant pold 80° tons of valonis to 
tae United Statog Lntoreste at a glollar prise 
am subjeck to tho saoe coniittons. 


Corminioattona 


gere. Shor 
with 13 pike ha 


Drage: the rermmindsr of the non’ 
was maintained according to schedule ~ three le 
burSB Wee from iamir to Ankarn and three 
Gepartures m Inmix to istaniul, the former three 
on Meadays, Thuradaye and Saguriays ant the latter 
three on eat! readays an! Triiays. Vlight 
time te approximately two atel one-half hours fron 
Iemir to Ankara, anc two hours from Ismir to 
istamtul, ths coat af one ticket bein: 67 an’ 44 
Tuykish Lires, respectively. hive kilograms of 
dagcage may be oarrdad Troe of charze, anc 1¢ 
wadi tional kilograms of buycage may Lo saken ab 
an adddtional sost of 1! of the cost of the iloket 
per kllorran. 





vhe alrplano service between lamlr an) Ankera 
an! I &mi cotandul has proved oxbrome 
ant there is every reason to belfave that the present 
sezson will show a grost increage over the 19465 
songon, acpealally us faster and lnpcer snerican 
aixrplunos ac now tvellabvle on these rouleme 


én announsement to the offeot shat che Jun 
emorioan atpweys will comence servile shortly between 
enkevs an Saw York via lon.on, an. vice voran 
with girplanes cepable of carzyin: GO persons, 
7 in craw ant 40 passenjers, with «a flyin: ulne 
¢ 27 hours, woe vory fevorably receive’ deeally. 


spethey iniiestion of ingrov 
coneltions was the reesteblishmon 
Ow aitotis acrvica botwoon lant ano ioc, e 
sabarbd of imir. On Gut date the ‘unielpality of 
itmiy pluced one autotus (Luerican) in survics on 
this line. -his was nost enthusisetteslly -cleomed 
by the rosicents of .:64 who heve Uson ttle t mush 
a sorvico oines preewry dayre 












4 gcoom a.totus of the sind type bas been 
alloes Sod by the limicipeality of Ianty an! it is 
expesved that vais wilt be plicod in acrvfieo in 
she noay futare. 





A v@wel of five shite Srichks wa 
eb omilr Curtin; the month for @.toluic services, 
an one actodues was inported from tho Intved tates 
for the vee of the locul vollee orsanizstion. 








Mippine ‘oteg 


ShApping Hotes: 


During the month of June, 1946, two American 
steaners called at the port of iumir, for the purpose 
Of loading tobacco, iieorice, figs, valonia and 
sundries. Canta regarding the cargoes whieh these 
steamers loaded, together with sinilar cumlative 
figurea for cargo and passengers carried 3 Amorican 
snips from izair during the calendar year 946, are 


given below: 
AB per previous 
S/ai/ives 


6016 - 5a4 - 115 «46455 
B4RCUTOR 
6/9/1948 Fa) © | 31 - 406 9 1155 
ede NTHLA 
6/20/1946 + _ 487 : a ee | a -in— 
AS per evevtees 
report up to 
lose . : - 6000 2 6002 
Se ee Rae eee ee eee 
BR PLRAL 
ha 
6/9/1946 : - - - - 25 28 


GRAND TOTAL TONS: 14127 
—_— 








ee ae 
for Vissi dar Piraoue Lor warsetiion TOTK, 
a per previous 
Feport up to 
5/31/1946 : 42 3 12 87 
buring the 
sonth of June 
1946 : i 1 - 2 
43 4 12 59 
— — — 3 oS a soso en oe ae enrol 


4 total of seven forelun ships also celled at Isnir 
during tue wonth of June, 1946, and loaded oargoes 
sonsisting prinoipally of fis, licorice, tobaceo, raisins, 
aking, exsery ore for Kuropean ports and/or transit to 
south aneriean ports. No one of these shins carried carro 
to the United tutes. 


Detailed atatistics and duta regarding the cargoes 
ioaded by these ships at Izmir are civen below: 


9a. ARTADNYE 


83. ARLADHE Loaded for AITWLRP 
(Duten) es 


AMGTHIDAN 


O6.PORSVIOK Diseharged from Swi) uN 
(Sweaieh)} 
Loaded for ALHXANURTA 


@O.BRExHDONK Loaded for ANTWARP 
(Belgian) 


AV. SAGULAND Loaded for COPENHAGEH 
(Swedish) SWAN 
o 


ARGANTINA 
BRACIL 


oa. Jui Loaded for CASABLANCA 
(owedish) 


O6.UNUMURL Loaded for LOKDUW 
(Gritish) 


(from KULLUK ) 


WV. BORLAND Loaded for COJUNHAGLK 
(swedian) ee 

GOP LM BURG 
” 


Maho INAS 


TQ: 
62 


1 
“ {fn trans. 72 
60 


80 
—AL. 
262 
Ramos 





Vther developments of interest in local 
Olroles during the month of June, 1946, wore 


Tobaseo dust 


Licoriee 
Raleins 


Pigs 
Raisins 
Skins 
Flas 


Beans 


ralaina 
Liceriee 
tobacso 


imery ore 


Ralaine 
Licorice 
Ralains 
Liooriee 
mary ore 
Licorice 


shipping 
oa follows: 


The sinlatry of Co:wunioations announsed thet Lt 
had devided to build two new harbora in \lasnoak (where 
the present plier of the state ‘allwoys is loorted) one 
for cowan color steamers and one for coastwise and 


Bailing craft. 


‘The atenaer service from izmir to tatanbul and 
retura was exteaded to include three sailings woekly 


dn eaeh direction. 


Orea t 


Great diffiquities were experienced in unloading 
@ulphur in the harbor of Iszair - the oer being 
Sly necded for vineyards; every fa 


Considerable interest was manifest locally 
relative to the news received to the effeot that the 
Turkish stenner BAKIN had mide the voyage frou 
Tetenbul to New York in 27 days, including time spent 
at Gibrulter for refueling, and tet it was the firet 
‘turkish steamer to reach an American port sinee pro- 
war days, The BAC? was reported to be papenrigiens | to 
Turkey with a onpasity oargo of 5000 tone and 12 
passenors, 44 Of whom will debark at varseilies 
and 67 at Piraeus. 


Also, the first voyage of the turkish steamer 
4ue from Istanbul-?iraeus-Marsellles was greeted 
with auch satiefaction, it having proved profltable 
to the extent that a total of 107,690 Turkish Liras 
was realised for passengers and freight earried, with 
@ comparable aimilar angunt for the return voyage 
from saraeilles to istanbul. 


Looal 


Obs i. Ane i i 


A chronologioal auaaary of loos) Lnportant misool- 
laneous developagatse and tueidents and occurrences 
duriag the south of Juana, 1946, La elven below: 


The newly eleote: sunicipal Counoil held dts 
first mevting and diseuassged the questions of supplies 
of avat and foe. 


oLth the sarly Goomenesment of the suswer and 
oppressive temperatures ren ing from 8b to 190 degrees, 
eli Covernagnit offiees and banks and alatlar establigsh- 
BOnES AbROwOed Loet suaner hours would ooamenes ai of 
Wane 9, dvd6.  \ousner hours are Froa 4 a.a. to? perme) 


Slés were asked for the gonstruction of the first 
BeC.ion OF bie Yeni sohir iictel (lew city Jotel) to 
GOuprise a total of 75 rouse, Oonstrustion to commence 
iumediately. (it is imown that an approuriution of 
o64,000 curkisi iiras haga buen granted by the ‘untoL- 
yality o: lanl: for thia purpose). 


A serious iee shortac:e was oxperlenced becnuse of 
vhe warly sa. weether; breweries wero requested to 
make Loe so Tar ¢6 thedy facilities would parait. ‘he 
dooal abattoir asvised that it needed acéitional Loe 
making wechinory, thet such aschinery hat been ordered 
from the ‘nited titow but that it had not been received. 
she Loe wsking macidaery of the Loask scnopoly was also 
Feportea aw having broken cown becouse of henvy domands. 





sAually, to relieve the @lituatbn, nesr py aities 
in whe daterior, vdewls and aydin particulerly, were 
instructed by the Vali of Igmir to furnish all posaible 
dce@; a) announowcent was oiso forthoouings from the Valt 
to the arfeet that if the heat wave gontinusd, fee 
should be rationed in iguir. Jpuolal rousentatives 
of the deulr uniolpelity made ur. ent - {5s to ueer by 
tvene at cities L. the nounteafacus Anterior dn an 
@ndenvor to obialn dee or even “eoupressed” gnow. 












Yepar tions for the 194G Tanke “National Cake 
Suntinued during the eouth of June, Lead. Approaiaavely 
40,000 booklets ena 7090 posters, dn several dun, uages, 
devordbin, end sdvertdaing the vedr whiten oovns on 
sUeWSb BO, 1945, were printed and dlatrdbuted. 


ahe First gamasr oumy for wee. eblldryan ase spanned 
ey aG6, & wiburs of aad, on June LP urier the: auspices 
of the -urkiah hed Vresvent, and the secon’ of guoh eanps 
for wee. teachers wus soheduled to vpen on Juiy Ll, 1346. 
tiie uate ot, anidsatiog of wn@ aerigan oe! cross made a 
,ift of three uoulon ploture apparntua to tie fouth 
vr apigution of the Turkiah se? cregoest, cal one of 
Ciese Qnpperstug wili be sent to the ¢ ‘1p for woak 
Ohiidren 6. cuca. 











ohe i hegdge+ euneds 
of an ebplileation of s 





Poin Jly conosdsred ibe gare 
pri rete ‘urkis! student in the 


“nated 


“§ 


United States for aseistance from Iumir Muniolpal 
funds to coatiaue his studies in the United States, 
the student's original sponsor, aoeording to his 
stateuwonts because of adverse business and other 
@onditions and developments, being unable to 
Seeiet him longer. ‘tuch opposition to this appli- 
@Gation was registered aa it was believed that it 
might and probably would reault in a danverous 
precedent, iio dedision was reaghed by the Counell 
in the aatter. 


Comaencensnt Jay at the Amerikan Kiz foleji 
(AmerLoai .irls' College) wan observed by the usual 
exercises and playa and doneing by the various 
Glasses of the vollece (present attendance 264). 
w@udiny surkiah offielale and thea local British 
VORsus General und the writer were awong the 
Qpproxisate.y five hundred persons who enjoyed the 
exeroises. 


a& tLe ond of the wonth of June, 1946, wr. A 
Varkhouge, the cLreotor of the British Counetl in 
iaair for the pest two years, was transferred to 
WA,oria. «a farewell diuser in hig honor was uttented 
by many local leading offiolais. 


The Vali of lamir, the -roseouting Attorney of 
tus Vilayet of iumir, Judges and Journalists took 
part in a ovremony at the Igmlr Jeil «t the end of 
the mouvl of June, 1946, when diplomas were dis- 
tributed to 51 prisoners who had achicved « mark of 
“a° or "3" ia preseribed courses of study and trein- 
dog. ihe Veli of Iamlr personally distributed the 
diplowas to the suscvssful prisoner-students. 


Amportaunt 


dmpor tent aserioan Viaitore and arrivals during June, 1946: 


uy. idles, Manager of the Gary Tobacoo Cospany at. 
sjangun, turkey, (together with urs. Liles) arrived in 
Iumir for the purpose of conferring with ir. %. B. 
Fuller, ‘anager of the sume company in Isair. 


ix. Gladwyn J. 7. Bond, the New York representative 
of the Urien Carpet Manufacturers Limited, arrived 
in Iamir for the purpose of conferring with his 
principals with particular reference to the posal- 
bilities of exportin. rua %o the Jnited ‘tates. 
ay. Bond sade the journey by alr to athens end froa 
there to iawir by boat and returned In the sane manner. 


les uabel dmerson of the Amariean Yoard ‘iissions, 
14 devnoon Street, Moston, Massachusetts, arrived in 
Isair for the purpose of inapecting and Lavestigating 
the activities of tie American irls' College at 
Joztepe, a suburb of Tuuir, which hag e present 
enxrollme.t of 2664 students. isa Smerson stated that 
she woul’ inspect other eutablishaenta of the American 
Board »xissleng in Turkey, and later teke pert in the 
anBual aveting Of  rinoipais aud Tenchers of suoh 
institutions to be held dn Istanbul during the month 
of July. 


View vongul vowhaten Kuber and ra. Saber arrived 
du isair on the Curkish atesmer AKG coming froa 
@lexandria unroute to istanbul whery Vice Vonsul 
Gaver is easel ned. 


Local 


uw 


Local volitical Events: 


The first half of the month of June may be 
4escribed as politioally uneventful av compared with 
the situation prevailing later in the month. The 
rumors and gossip regarding the wuniol elections 
which had taken place lute in May sontinued. Details 
regerding falsification of figures at the counting of 
votes were talked about amongst many eitizens. [t 
was said that the municipal clerks who assisted the 
counting of votes at the “ayor's offices lute at 
night were successful ia entering these roous with 
several hundred false baliots in their clothing and 
seoretly plsoiny; them into the ballot boxes and that 
these clerks were given gratuities amounting to 7. 

L. 1000 per person by the Meyor. The attacks 
against the present administration sontinued in the 
Demoorstic Party's newspaper, Isitk. There were 
also counter ettacks in the jeople's Party's 
ANADOLU, but on the whole the lanjguaye used was 
generally moderate and courteous, 


fhe public appeared to be uncertain ay to the 
seriousness of the ap rouching elections, as there 
were many citizens who would not believe that celal 
Bayar, the Leader of the opposition purty, could be 
Sineere in his criticisms of the present udulnistration 
as he was rogarded us the founder cf the polioy of 
“etatisne”, which is generally considered the most 
objectionable part of the general polluy of the 
People's Party and of the present governaont. There 
were others who were convinced that the present attitude 
of the “eople's Party in appearing to be tolerant ia 
the matter of the opposition parties was, the same ag 
in 1930, o decoy to catch the aeoret opponenta of 
the ‘wople’s carty. ilowever, the majority of oltisens, 
pertioulurly younger elements, expressed the opinion 
that the  eople'a “arty, des ite ita intense dislike 
of real demoorney, had found it expedient to adopt 
a more or less democratic regime in tlie country end 
although certain nistakes und discrepancies were 
unavoidable at the beginning, the country was on ite 
healthy way toward unrestricted and undistorted 
democracy. 


There were muny persons who u;plied to the 
People's “urty headquarters to be nominated os this 
Party's candidates (Deputies) froma Izmir. ‘She loeal 
orgunigzation of the “emocratic carty “sounded” 
several citizens in Izmir with a view to finding 
their willingnesa to stund for eleotion as oandidutes 
of the latter party. This purty continued to open 
new branches in various parts of Izmir und the 
adjoining districts. 





The announcenent 


Tie winouncement made oa June 17, 1%, as to 
the deoision of the congress of the Denaveratic 
Party for participation in the elections was the 
beglinnlag of the more iively intersst velng taken 
by the puslle in the elections, The arrival of 
Hiknet Sayur, “wjuty from Manisa, nis firet epeesh 
in that town, aad the reception aecordet tu ala in 
the istrict appeared to have dieappoluted and even 
dufurdated the partisans of the eopie's oarty. 
fae fivrat Lncident of Uloodshet was reported on 
June 25 frou the village of Mooi “aluawnlar, near 
‘enue where the soplie's barty representative in 
that villegs shot ani serlously «sounded the locas 
Nesd of the coupveretie curty. Other winer {ncldenta 
were reported from other parts of the istrict. 

The newapaper 26.0901, sbandening ite poiley 
moderatton, veg, Lo publish Ditter attacks 
tay ‘suogratio sarty. llewever, tig aunoundces 
sade « few days later at Tatuabul by Celai tayar 

to the effeet tuat Varshald “aval game wit agra 

to Steng wa un Ladepaniant wanadidate on the enoeratia 
urby's iiut was lvecslly sonwtierad os tne nost 
devastutia, blow dealt against the veopie’s purty. 
ovine Vinister caurucogluts subsequent declaration to 
the effect thet ‘arshal< Caxmux liad repentud iy 
rejected the offer of the Cwopleta varty to juve 

him vlected o Deputy, althouga herulien ber tio 
members of the sople'a Carty as ou Cimsverciace 

of alncerivy", was rldlewled by siny obuervers and 
vies Gesoribed es un adalmaion of Impotence,  crahwd 
Foved jO.sui. uavii, Se@N regerded ws the "pErand old 
hun" Of TUKEY, aillu a8 the "real father of “urks’, 
reference: de vo ie os belay mendie aud iobin:, 

hide sental facuities dn the ‘eoplets ‘urty circles 
Neve e6uses lidignatlon amongst the majurity of 
oitizens. Th this coanaction & iveal busiavssman, 
after t& receul visit to Akira stuteo thal tie real 
Goi the cobt Nuorafua defects of the prepent government 
and yurtioulerl, of the leadurs of tue eopicts 

iarty consistea of tue fset that tnese leaders nad 
acest Contact wlt. toe Genera. )uLlie end that tiey 
Were uusware OF bis troubles ana aesires of “the 

tia Jurity of citiaens, aua vy adopting an attitude of 
Course Leuliiardity waten cousu goruiy vell tueis 
Auturead arre ance and false cdiguity, vaev belLeved 
taus they vere slaoerely siked o, tae pubslo whleh 
a,j, FOVEd Gil thelr actlunse. 
























wats QUECHEE Uude £eeuccli, Taw Latent done 
ef Lurshalf~ yakauk ad an dastantendous effect ipen 
tue jogai politico a.mosphere. “ne most optistatde 
supporters of tie vewoorutic urty wio dia not dere 
to predict score than 80 seats for thu “enoerctic 
arsy tu tae vext Grand Metiouas .uueubiy, suddenly 
declared that political life was Puli or surprises 


uid TAad 


and that a olear majority of the Demooratio Party in 
the next Grand National Asseably was not Luprobable. 


The arrival of Hasan Ali Yuoel, the 'inister of 
Eduoation and Deputy from Iumir, in this district 
during the last days of June apparently gave moral 
Support to the :eople's arty organizations, as the 
newspapers and the spokeanea of thie party who had 
deen mostly on the defensive begun to attuck bitterly 
the Demooratio varty acousing it of revolutionary 
intentions, 


The Winiater of Education, des;ite the udmitted 
foot that he has contributed greatly to the udvance- 
wont of education in Izmir, inoluding the opening of 
« business university in this city, 1a possibly the 
most unpopular member in the present Turkish cabinet, 
with the probable exception of ~rime Minister 
Saracoglu, and his desire for nominution from Yumir 
Qgein, against his friends’ advices, is generally 
regerded as a further sign indicating the laok of 
knowledge at Ankara of conditions prevailing in 
other parts of the country, 4 saroastio addrese in 
verse published in the opposition newspaper 12)1IR 
expressing the delight of the oltizons in observing 
the Minister of Education had condescended to cone 
to Ismir in the hot daya of the summer, contrary to 
his habit of spending the sumer nonthe at ‘rimkipo 
or on the Bosporus, and due to their affection for hin, 
the determination of Inmirites not to send him buck 
to jnkara (a8 a “eputy), has caused much hilarious 
comment in many circles in Iumir. 


The public feeling against the governaent for 
bad administration and corruption rose even to higher 
pointe when the opposition press published articles 
furnishing concrete examples of ineffieleney and 
inertia in the administration, The reports relutive 
to the Board of Inspectors investigating the activities 
of the former Minister and “irector (eneral of 
slonopolies were read with great Latereat, ond the 
question “hen will the vinister, the Director General 
and other 19 high runking officials be punished?” was 
frequently asked, 


To the attucks regarding the unduly high oost of 
living in the country the usual reply of the ~eople's 
party ie that due to the ever inoreusing danger fron 
the neighbors of Turkey (U.5.%.l.) the government 1s 
obliged to malatain 4 large army and had it not been 
for the existence of this stron: force, sven Creat 
Britain and the ‘Inited “tates would abandon their 
support to Turkey as they would consider this country 
as a “lost cause”, 


The | seople's 


fhe People’s rarty hes commissioned & Deputies to 
tour the Vilayet of Izmir and to conduct propaganda 
in towns and villages. All the speeches delivered 
appear to be of the same pattern, special emphasis 
being placed on the past services of President Inont, 
his saving the country from the ravages of a war, 

the necessity of national unity in the face of growing 
foreign danger and to the achievements of the reople's 
varty in the past in the way of social, educational, 
economic and agrarian reforms. 


It has been learned from reliable sources that 
the headquarters of the reople's Party at Ankara 
have transmitted the sum of T. 1. 500,000 to Izmir 
te be spent in conducting a vigorous propaganda in 
favor of this party. 


At the end of the month the looul organization 
of the “emocratic Party announced that they were sure 
of 80 per cent of votes in all the Aegean district. 
According to confidential information obtained fron 
the local orgunization of the People's res this 
party considered the following vilayets az lost: 
Afyon, Adana, Isparta, Deniull, Halikesir and Is- 
kigehir. Manissea and Tamir were considered as 
doubtful. 


In this connection it may be stated that the 
ANADOLY 1s now the only maneyoree which remained 
loyal to the People's Party in Izmir together with 
the small sheet MALKIN SESI which appears in the 
afternoons with eo very limited olroulation. The 
725 ASIR which for many years has hed the largest 

on in this district, has, under the olowk 
of being independent, adopted an attitude greatly 
favoring the Democratic party. 


Loca) _Revotion to Internationa Situation: 


Although the aain plete gg iaterest was centered 
round the EF - national soap @s well as the 
approaching elections, there was much comment regarding 
the Fore. Ministers Conference in varis. The slow 
progress negotiations registered at the Conference, 
in the opinion of many observers, was to be expected, 
In fact it was stated that the last hope to reach a 
re agreenent for a world wide peace remained only 
na new rege My the Big Three. The ee 
appeared to be favor of exploiting the situation 
4 painting an unduly dark pleture of the situation, 
with a view to pai A “national unity", and the 
ANADOLU for several consecutive days was published with 
impressive headlines emphasizing the gravity of the 
international situation, but the opposition newspapers 
maintained thet there was no immediate cause for alarn. 
The conolliatory attitude later adopted by the 
Soviet Foreign Minister at the Conference was considered 
by many citizens as surpriaing, but nevertheless, 
gratifying. A few observers, however, expressed the 
apprehension that the eonoil latory attitude adopted 
by 0. S. 5. R. at the Conference with regard to 
Ruropean problems might be indicative of the rirm 
stand that the Soviet Government might teke with 
au to their claims against Turkey's territorial 
rights. 


he Removal 


e Renovel o: oh: t 


There was only mild interest shown locally 
regarding the plebisoite taken in Italy to deternine 
the fate of the monarohy and the future regime in 
that country. ‘hen the results were known, sarcastic 
remarks were heard wishing Italians, who are atill 
oonsidered by many Turks as Turkey's worst enenies 
in the Mediterranean, the same forn of government 
ae the “happy republie™ of Turkey. There were also 
observere who renarkod thet even in Italy, after a 
long period of autocratic government, an old 
institution such as the monarchy was removed after 
the publio, with a comparatively narrow majority, 
had expressed its desire to see a change in the 
form of government. 


Vilis A. foinson 
American Vice Consul 
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Rllis A. Jonnson/ne 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Sources; 
Interviews with: 4 


Loeal and visiting Government officials, 
Consular Colleagues, 

Loeal buainesamen’- native and foreign, 
Local and transient journalists. 


Local press and published informstion, data 
and atatistics, 
Persone] observation and investigation. 


Distribution: 


Original and copy to Hmbasey, Ankara, 

Copy to Counselor of wmbassy for Hoonomio Affairs, 

Copy to Consulate General, Istanbul, 

Copy to Division of Near Kustern Affairs, 

V Copy to Division of Central Services, 

Copy of shipping seetion to Hyron L. black, Attache 
of Imbasay, Adviser on Shipping for the 
Mediterranean Area, American tubassy, Rome. 

Copy for Files. 
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No. 951 
RESIRICTED 


‘ [i 


Subject: ‘Transmission of Democrat Party Brochure 
Regarding May 26, 1946 Municipal Council 
Elections in Turkey. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: r 


I have the honor to transmit herewith one copy of 
a brochure published by the President of the General 
Administrative Council of the Democrat Party, Ankara, 
entitled The May 26, 1946, Muniodpality Elections. It 
is understood that 10, copies of this pamphlet were 
printed for the party for free distribution. 


Yhe pamphlet opens with a picture of a polling 
place at Marag with the election officials standing 
about a ballot box to which is affixed the People's 
Party election poster. The caption to the picture says: 
"Can this be considered a neutral election?" Aftera 
brief introductory article outlining the Democrat criti- 
cisms of the manner in which the elections were con- 
ducted, the brochure contains thirty pages of reports 
and documentary evidence from Democrat organizations 
all over the country criticizing the unfairness alleged 
to have prevailed in the elections. 


Respectfully yours, 
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An267, Soly 12,1946 yeqq EASTERN AFFAIRS 


Vien Cofféul Johnson Izmir repdrts political situstion emir 
district celm until about Juno 25 thon begen deterioration to stwte 
now senasrally considered tense and by fow observers oven danyarcud. 
4t end June People's Ferty seemed to have lost all possibility of 
cerrying district in elections, and dosperete Seople's Earty officials 
bagen to resort to various rethods of violence and intimidation with 
fraudulent bandling of dlection itself to be expected. Lemocrat 
Terty meetings reported molested, Doxocrat sympsthingers errestsd, 
at l<eest ten notorious «x-oonvicts ellegedly hired by Tooplets Yorey 


to bully people into sbandoning, Domocrets, oto, DLomcerets it retaliation 


and in order to Svell renks of enlisted membership adwitted ¢ertein 
rovdy olements to perty, end Denoersts also reported sot blewslecs in 
verioun brawls which tooy pleco, Ruwor even thet Dowoeret heod ters 
et Jarir telegraphed natfonel heedguertere Ankers Sunsesting form: 
withdratel from ele¢tions to grevent bloodshed end more sericis dis- 
tucbencos, Johnson also reports that Amy officers at Imaie (cs also 
observed by Labessy at fnkera) sre keenly interested in the elsctions 
with many @dhoronts of Yorshall Chakusk among thee 
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SECSTATE NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
750, July 12. 1 p.m. $ 
a 
It will not be surprising Lf violence develops e 
in some localities such as Igmir connection July 21 electiggs.O 
There are indications tenseness and tetiency towards °o 
high handed actions in both People's an Democrat Parties. ~ 
However, better balanced leaders in both parties ~ 
endeavoring promote moderation. i] 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankera, July 12, 1946 


Noe 958 
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SSubject: Prime Minister Seracoglu Delivers 
= His First Speech of Electoral Campeign 


y 


co 

z 5 

‘the Honor’ ble 

a The Secretary of State, 
Washington, 





Sir: 


I have the honor to report that on the evening of July 8 
Prime Minister $tkr@ Ssracoglu broadcest from Ankara Radio to 
the Turkish people his first speech of the election campaign. 
The fifty-two minute speech consisted of a review of the 
material and spiritual eccomplishments of the Turkish w tion 
and of the Republican government since the successful conclusion .. 
of the war of independence, and wes marked by e dignity, restraint, 
and leck of obvious electioneering spirit which set it off 
from the sharp campaign speeches delivered in recent days by 
other members of the Republican People's Party end by leaders 
of the opposition parties. The impression made by the Prime 
{ Minister's speech wes thet he wished himself and his perty to 
s be judged on their record, end that he personelly desired only 
en honest, free election which wovld represent a real expres- 
sion of the will of the Turkish people, The Prime Minister's cc 
concluding remarks were: fi 


“My friends, I shall repeat once again a fact that cannot 
be repeated too often. As I said just now, the power of the 
present generation to create and maintain is greater than any- 
one can imagine. This generation fought the battles snd won 
the victories, It brought about the revolutions and laid 
sound foundations for progress, It founded end is keeping up 
the railways, the factories and the schools. It underwent all 
kinds of sacrifices in order to do 61] this, end will go through 
greater sacrifices and privations in order to do greater deeds. 


“AS you see, we have a cleen account, our paths are clear 
end our work is there for all to seee It is now for you to 
judge. We want only votes which are mede with a clesr conscience. A] 


"My friends, N 
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Ankara, Turkey . 
July 12, 1946 as 
Despatch 958 
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"My friends, the Turkish nation has given me a number 
of duties. It raised me from my position as Municipal President 
at Odemis and made me a deputye It confided e number of 
political and financial matters to my care both at home and 
abroad. It made me Minister of National Education, Minister 
of Finance, Minister of Justice, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Prime Minister. For my part, I devoted my mind, my energy 
and my health to repaying my debt for these high positions 
and awards, and am continuing to do this, 


"There is one place from which only death can separate mee 
Theat is my position es a soldier of the Republican People's 
Party. Furthermore there is one tie which even desth cannot 
break, and that is to be Sikri Seracoglu, son of Mehmet, the 
saddler of Odemis.* 


One copy of a full translation into French of the Prime 
Minister's speech is enclosed herewith. 
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OO ee On we ne Oe my ne me as ae 


‘ankara, 8,a,a.—- 
voici Le texte du discours prononce ce soir a 20 heures a La 
radio d’ankara par Lo president du conse1l stikrU saracoglu 3 


t 


Camarades , 

nous autres, les enfants de turquie, nous sommes Les fils 
anonymes de heros anonymes, Quy ont cree une civilisation et un 
empire, Laissez-moi ajouter immediatement, qu’ aujourd’hu1, 1b 
n’existe pas dans notre pays, un seul homme aqui ait Les yeux 
fixes sur les terres etrangerss ou sur celles de nos voisirs. 
nous almais* cCroire que nos Volsins nous donneront Les memes 
assurances. 

cet empire qui a ete fonds, ayant ctc dirige durant Les 
siecles derniers par des sultans ignmorants et a mentalite etroite, 
commenga a s’cffriter, a pourrir ot as'effondrer. au cours des + 
derniores annecs du Siccle precedent ct des premieres annecs 
de ce sicclo-ci, cet effondrement attzignit uno cadence verti-= 
gincuse ct cmpicte sur les affaires intericurcs du pays. ainsi 
la sagessc, La clairvoyance et La competcnce, firent rapidement 
place a L’ignorancc, au fanatisme ct a L’csprit reactionnaire. 
toujours de ce meme chuf, Leo dragon dcs capitulations s’est 
raffcrmi sur son tronc, -et Lo flcoau de La dette publique, s’est 
achemine vers La preccption par Los mains ctrangeres, des impots 
ecrasants ct cpuisants. Lcs monopoles, Los conccssions, les 
chemins de for, bcs ports, Les quais, Les pharcs, Le gaz, L’ulec- 
tricite, Les tramways, Leos telephones et autres, furent uniquo= 
ment octroycs a des socictss a firman imperial, qui depouillaient 
le pays ct cn desscchaicnt Los sources-mcemes. tout.s ces institu- 
tions ont si bien travaille pour clles-memes, qu’clles ont reussi 
a persuader beaucoup d’<ntre nous, a‘l’intcricur , et tout le 
monde a L’etrangcr, que Les enfants de co pays n’octaient aptes 
a ricn d’autre, qu’au metier de cavas et de gendarme. pendant 
que cos institutions poursuivant Leur Labeur conscicnt dans cxitte 
vole, Sugaicnt jusqu’a La dernierc goutte Le sang de notre orgas 
nisme cconomique et finincier, nous chargions Le fardeau du 
service militaire uniqucment sur Les epaules des sculs fils de 
race turquc. durant de Longs siccles nous les avons Laisses tuor 
et s'ctiolcr dans Les montagnes de La roumclic ou dans Les deserts 
dc l?arabic. au moment ou Le pays se trouvait ctre dans unc situa- 
tion parcalle, nous avons pris part a la guerre de 1914. naus 
avons donne ct perdu a La guerre tout co que nous posscdions, ct 
nous on'sommes sortis vaincus. . 18 

Les daplomatcs quisc¢ sont rcunis autour des tables de . 
discussions, ctaicnt persuades qu’ibls’ n’auraient aucune. difficulte 
a ancantir definitivement ~ La turquic, deja .reduitc-au neant. 
c?cst avec cettc conviction qu’ils.se mirent au travail et qu’ils- 
commenccrent a attrabuer ct meme a donner, un aun a tel ou tel 
autre :pays, des regions dont lcs picrras, La terre ct Les arbres 
cux-memcs sentent be turc. 

camaradces, cn ccs jours cffroyablLemcnt sombres, aux heurcs 
ou tout ospoir s’ctait eteint, La nation toute onticre s’ast 
insurgeeé, une voix tonna sur Les hautcurs des plateaux anatolicns, 


efoe 


page 2e- 


cette voix disait :’’non, nous sommes La’’. cette voix etait La 
VO 1x maLe et vivante de mustafa kemal. des que ce grand homme 
s'est mis _a L’oeuvre, Les fils de turquie ont naturellement 
Prefere mourir sous Le. drapeau de mus tata kemalL, et 1Ls ont couru 
aux fronts. par aillours, d*autres fils du pays, inteLligents 
et pleins de foi, se sont reunis a.ankara: comme deputes, et ont 
jete Les fondations do La grande assemblee nationale :d’aujourd’= 
hui. ceux qui ont couru aux fronts ont vaincu-Les ennemis, sous 
Les ordres des commandants turcs, sur:tous Les fronts st Les 
ont expulse des torritoirss da La merc-patric. ils ont, unc fois 
ds plus, rehauss- L*?honneur du drapeau turc. 
ensuite, ismet indnti qui fut reconnu comme etant auss2 
valeureux diplomate que soldat cminent, se rendit a Lausanne, 
et fit admettre au monde enticr, La plenitude de L’ indspendance 
turque ct Les Limites des territoires nationaux. ainsi, Los capi-= 
tulations fursnt entcrrécs ct la dettc publique ainsi que Les 
Organismes de monopoles furent Los uncs apres Les autres, rejetcs 
hors du pays. si L?on songe que ‘css deux derniercs 1nstitutaons 
ont rapporte L’?annes dernicre 400 millions de Livres turquus a 
notre budyet, on arrivera facileament ase rendre compte deo 
LU’ importance de L’ocuvre accomplic, ? 
ceortcs, La guerre ectait finic, mais Les enfants d2 cette 
patric a L’intericur des fronticres, ctaiunt fatigues et cpuises. 
par ailleurs,les institutions qui constituaient Les sources 
d’ensrgie ct de prosperite du prays se trouvarent toujours cntre 
des mains ctrangeres, et d’?autrs pert, L’ ignorance, Le fanatisme 
ct L’esprit reactionnaire, ompechriont toute poussee vers L’ avant, 
1L fallait cxager d’unc generation qui s’ctait deja plice aux 
lourds fardcaux de Longues anne.s de guerrc, dés sacrifices nou = 
veaux et d’autres heroismes 2ncore. car, nous etions trop cn 
retard ct nous n’avions plus dc temps a perdre. c’? ast pourquoi, 
mus tafa komal et scs compagnons se preparaient a accomplir do 
profonds ct Larges mouvem2nts revolutionnairss, dans Les domaincs 
cconomiquc, social ct financier. ce sont Los,discussi1ons qui sc 
dcroulercnt autour de ces preparatifs, qui fetercnt Les fondations 
du parti du pcuple. ce parti s’est mis rapidement a L’ocuvre, et 
a accompli, en L’espace de vangt et quelques annecs, de bien 
nombreux travaux. Le sultan @ ete chasse, Le nouveau regime a cte 
etabli, Lg Laicisma a ete inaugure, Le fez a cede La place au 
chapeau. Les caracteres turcs ¢t la culture occidentale ont cte 
adoptes. Los universitcs, Les facultes ct Les ecoles ss sont 
muLtipliess, Le nombre d’eleves travaillant dans ccs institutions 
scientifiques est passe dc 340,103 a 1.525.297, unc belle ville 
d?ankara a cte creee. nos autres villes et nos villages sc sont 
aussi amcliores ‘d’un degre, Le.niveau social de notre population 
s’ast cleve. . 
$1 L?on prond en consideration tout ce qui vient d’?ctre 
cnumere, on verra tres claircment combien certains etrangers ont 
-etouffe Les fils de turquic ct ba patric turquc. s1 los ctrangers 
qui ont fait tout cola et s1 tous ccux qui preti.ndaicnt que Les 
fils de turquic n'«taient bons a rien d’autre qu’au metier de 
caves ct de gendarme, Levaiont ba tete pour nous regarder, its 
vorraicnt d'une part La patric turquc en train de tisser les 
mailles de son rescau metalliquce, ot d’autre part, Le nombre dcs 
fils de turquic qui se trouvait ctre dans Les environs de 
12 millions ‘en 1922, passer a 19 millions de bras d’acticr, 
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enLacgant La patrie. ils verraient comb1en nos institutions’ d’en~ 
seignement, si primitives auparavant, se sont fusionnees avec Les 
savants de merite, et comment ms territoires se sont ornes de 
fabriques, de banques et.de diverses’ institutions. eux, et tous 
ceux qui sont dans cette conviction, peuvent, s’als Le desirent, 
conserver Leur opinion. quant a nous, nous continuerons a pour= 
Suivre notre chemim avec perseverance. ‘i 

ot de fait, marchant dans cette voile, nous avons rachete 
L’une apres lt’ autre lcs societes a firman imperial et Les societes 
concessilonnaires, ct nous avons travaille a rendre actives ces 
rossourcss qui sé trouvaient cn ctat de delabrement. toutcs Les 
places videes par La guerre ont cte occupces une a une par Les 
fils de turquic, qui ont commence a produire davantage, 

cepenant que d’unc part, nous faisions.ces bons dans Les 
domaincs economiques ,politiqucs et sdciaux, de Larges courants 
d’idecs ct de mouvements, affirmant cc qui avait ete fait et ce 
qui allait Gncore s’accomplir, ont pris racine dans Le pays. 
ainsi ont commence a sc dessincor des mouvements d’ union et 
d'unite. et de tout cec1 est neela doctrine du parti, que nous 
appelons Les six fleoches. 

d’apres cctte doctrine en lLaquells nous croyons et nous avons 
foi, Le parti du pouplo est populistc. en cette qualitc, nous 
sulvons une voie en faveur du peuple, chaque fois que nous ‘nous 
trouvons cn prosence d’,intcrots qui se confrontcnt avec Les intc= 
rets du peuple, 

Le parti du peuple est republicain, tout individu ayant en 
tote un regime autre que celui=c1 est tout simplemont reactionnairs, 

: Lo parti du peuple cst revolutionnairs, Lorsqu’il est ne- 
cessaire de faire de nouveaux bonds dans Les domaines spiritucls 
et matericls, nous n’oeprouvons aucune hesitation pour lc faire, 
comme c’est Le cas pour ba loi sur La distribution des terres. 

La pert1i du peuple est nationaliste, c’est a dire turc. celur 
qui dit qu’il est ture recoit un.traitoment en tant que turc, ct 
eat qui dit ne pas ctre turc, rccoit tout simplLement un traitement 
d’hote. a a 

Lc parti du peuple est etatistc, c’est a dire qu’il aintegro 
a L’'etat Les biens qui sont La propriete du peuple, en Les in= 
demnisant, tcls que Les forcts, Les mines, La banque ccntrale ot 
autros. cn outre, Les gouverncmtnts du parti du peuple se chargent 
des cntropriscs dont Le prive ne psut ou ne veut se charger. 

te parti du peuple est lLaic, c’est 2 dire qu’il:a separe la 
religion des - affaires dc cz monde, et qu’il a defendu de meler 
celLo-c1 aux questions terrestres, ou Les passions s’entremolent, 

chacuns de ces s1xX fleches constitue Separement unc force 
pour notre parti, et quand elles sont reuniss, ello constituent 
pour un parti, un avoir aussi arand qu’ indispensable. 

ains. que L'a dit un dc nos ecrivains, Les six fleches no 
sont pas des poignards plantes dans La poitrine de La nation, mais 
bicn des flambcaux trag precieux qui servent di guides a la 
jeuncsse en voile de d@weloppemunt. ; 

camarades, : 

maintenant, jo vais tacher dg vous soumettrs La politique dc 

notre parti, 21nsi gus certains autres travaux qu’?il a accomplis. 


sein! 
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etant persuade jusqu’a present, de par Les public&tiore.> 
faites tant dans Le pays qu’a L’exterieur, qu’il n’a pas existe 
jusqu’a ces derniers jours un seul homme de bonne volonte auquel 
notre politique etramgere ne plairait pas, et etant certain, 
en outre,qu’en politique interieure, 1l n’y aurait pas moyen, 
Quoique nous fassions, de satisfaire nos contradicteurs, ja vais 
tacher, Laissant de cote ces questions, de reserver mon discours 
need aux questions economiques, financiercs et cultureLlles 

ays. ; 

camradcs , s 

a bausanne, Les entraves douannieres furent abattues et 
la vo1e ouverte aux Lois protegeant nos industries. de La sorte, 
tous Les coins du pays ont pu s’orner de cheminecs de fabriques 
et Le total doe La production: depasse de beaucoup un demi milliard 
de Livres turques. l’ctat a, de son cote, investi plus de 
250,000,000 de Livres turqucs dans ces entreprises. La force 
motrice employes dans nos usinos est passee d> 20.000 a 447.000 
chevaux,. 

La production annucllo du bassin hou1ller de zonguldak ctait 
de 900,000 tonnes sous L’ empire. or, malgre Les difficultos des 
annees de guerre, cette cxploitation otatisee et amcliorec, cst 
arrivee a produare 3.718.000 tonnes de charbon durant L’ exercice 
1945. ce total ost supcricur d¢ 1.130.000 tonnes par rapport a 
celui de L’annec 1935. Le developpcment de La production de 
Lignite a ete encore plus important. 

quant aux developpements de La production du chrome, du 
cuivre ct du fcr, ils dcpassercnt tous Les cspoirs et tous Les 
caltculs. nos autres fabriques, mines ct expLoitations dont Le 
nombre depasse 1.300 ont plus qus realise Les resultats prevus, 
et ainsi notre peuple a moins souffert de La penurie durant Les 
annees de La guerre. 

La pélitiquc de traveux publics de notre ctat debute, peut-on 
dire, enticroment avec la republigue «t par La construction de 
voies ferrecs. aujourd’hu1 nos Lignes nationales, ajoutecs a 
celles que nous avons achetess aux societos etrangeres, ont attoant 
7.520 kilometres de Longucur,. d?autre part, 44 millions dc Livres 
ont ete depunsses pour ausliorer Lus services et La securite 
des Lignes ferroviaires rachetees. 

_ tandas que La Longucur de nos Lignes do chemins de fer 
augmentait dans La proportion de SO pourcent, Le mouvement de 
lrexploitation accusait une hausse de 700 pourcent en transports 
de voyageurs ct de 650 pourcent en transports de marchandises. 
ainsi le nombre des voyageurs 21 depasso 44,000,000 par an ct Le 
transport do marchandises a attoint 8.500.000 tonnes- kilometres’ 

comme flotte marchandc, 29 bateaux d’un tonnage global de 
43,000 tonnes avaicnt ote herites de L’ancion regime, 

bilon que nous ayons pordu 9 bateaux jaugeant ensemble 20.000 
tonnes durant la seconde guerre mondialc, notre flotte marchande 
comprend aujourd’hu1 66 cargos ct paquebots jaugcant au ‘total 
446,000 tonnes. differcnts accords ont ets conclus et d’ autres 
sont en train de L’atr:, pour y ajouter dy nouvelles unites. 

nous avons rachctc, 1l est vrai, Les ports qui appartcnaient 
aux societes ctrangercs. mals nous travaillons aussi suivant un 
nouveau programme dc cons truction dars Le but do repondre aux 
besoins du pays cn ports ct en echelles, parallelcment au 
programme rzlatif aux voics ferrees. / 


‘ 
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la republique a recu conme apport de L? empire ottoman, un 
reseau routier d’une Longueur de 18,335 kilometres, dont La plus 
grande partie etait defectueuse eat qui :ne presentait point Les 
conditions requisss pour Les moyens de transport motorises 
d’ aujourd’ hui, actuelLement, La Longueur de ce reseau routier a 
atteint 43.511 kilometres. at nous continuons nos travaux dans 
ce sens, en plus, 10.000 kilometres de routes:se trouvent soumises 
aun entretien systematigue, dont 5,000 qu budgst d’etat et 
5.000 des budgets speciaux. : 

on a commence a s’occuper sericsusement en 1938 des travaux 
hydrauliques et des etudes ont ets faites sur nos principaux 
cours d’eau. d’autre part, par la construction, au cours dé. ces 
anmnees difficiles, de 230 kilometres de remparts devant endiguer 
Les debordements des rivieres, de 183 ‘kilometres de canaux 
d’assechement et de 819 kilometres de canaux d’irrigation, 30.000 
hectares de terre ont ete sauves des inondations, 16.000 hectares 
de terres ont ete assechees et 20.000 hactares de terres irriguces, 
nous sommes decides a augmenter ct a activer dans Les annces a 
venir nos efforts dans cette direction. 

en ce qui concerne nos trsvaux d’urbanisme, apres avoir sulvi 
pendant un certain temps un systome de decentralisation, nous 
avons centralise Les constructions de L’stat. grace a cotts mesure, 
d2 1935 a fin 1945, 1260 nouveaux batiments, ecoles, hopitaux, 
prefectures et autres, furent construits avec uno deperse de 
67,000,000 de Livres et des batisses d’un nombre presque egal 
reparees a ford. en y affectant 20.000.000 de Livres, on s’est 
egalLement efforce d’alleger Les souffrances provznant des ssismes,. 

avant L’ere republicaine, ib existait seulement dans trois 
do nos villes de L’elsctricits et des installations electriques, . 
Le tout entre Les mains de societes concessionnaires etrangeres, 
ces installations eta1ient La concession de 20 societes etrangerss. 
la force des centralss electrigues ne depassait pas 30,000 ki- 
lLowatts. dans L’ere-dé notre republique d’abord Les concessions 
de ces 20 societes furent rachotees, ensuite, des centrales et 
des reseaux electriques ont ete nouvelvement crees dans 180 
emroits, et la force des centrales clectriques s’eleva de 30.000 
a 240,000 kilowatts. 

Les activites et les installations des ptt ont subs tantielle- 
“ment augmente, Les societes ctrangeres de telephone furent Li 
quidecs et un reseau telephonique de 36.000 abonnes, expLloite par 
L’etat, crea dans 90 de nos villes, ; 

une grande station radiophoniqu> fut erigee a ankara, en 
outre, on a commence a cons truirc deux nouvellos stations dont 
l'une egalement a ankara et L’ autre a istanbul. 

.La navigation aerianne d'etat qui avait modestement debute 
en 1938, s’est developpese rapidemant, Le nombre de voyage@s passa 
de 269 a 2,382 et celui des voyageurs de 400 a 18,000, é 

nous savons que dans L’ empire Les institutions s2 rapportant 
au domaine de L’agriculture n’attaignaient pas Lc nombre de 15, 
notamment'durant Les dernieres annees do La republLique, Le nombre 
de ces institutions a depasse Le chiffre de 150. grace a cela, 
non soulement nous n’aimportons plus du dchors des produits du 
Sol, mais nous avons mome commence a en cxportar. 

la repubLique qui avait herite de 23 millions de tetes de 
betaiL, Leg de La monarchie constitutionneLie, a porte ce chiffre 
a 41 maitlions,. . / 
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quant a nos forets, nous devons tous savoir, camarades, qu*a 
Ly ainstar des mines, Les forets appartiennent egalement au pays 
et non aux particuliers. ces tresors ne sont pas exploites dans 
Le but de gagner de Urargent, mais pour-etre conserves et pour 
creer de nouveles forets a La place des anciennes. c’est pourquoi 
notre ministere de.l’agriculture a pris toutes’ Les mosures ne= 
cessaires pour sauver nos forets des'mefaits de La hache meurtriere, 
et a commence a marcher dams unc vole, qui va en s’ameliorant de 
jour en jour. ¢- : 

L’un des travaux Les plus amportants du ministere de L’agri- 
culture corsiste dars La seloction des semences cxistant a 
L’antcricur du pays. dans ce domaine, comme premiors resultats 
des cfforts deployes, Les grains de coton ont ete totabement se- 
Lectionnoes, une nouvelle variets de chanvre a eto obtonue, do 
grands pas ont ete faits dans Loe domaine de la selection des grains 
de csreaLes. 

nos facultes d’agriculture fondees sur des bases essentielle- 
ment techniques ont fourni un grand nombre d’eleves et ont commence 
a rendre au pays des services cesentiols. La renommes de ces 
institutions se trouve dcja avoir franchi nos frontieres. 

une des questions que Le-pays considere comme vitales consiste 
a doter de terres Le paysan qui cn cst demuni. pour co faire, 
une Loi tres oessenticllo a cte promulguee, do nombreuscs commis 
sions s’occupant de La qucstion ont ete creccs, ct L’on cst passe 
dars Le domaine des applications de cctte Loi. Les nombreux tra= 
vaux que j’a1 enumercs plus haut, se trouvant parmi lcs travaux 
de base de notre rcepublLique. ct nous avons foi qu’a La suite do 
Chaquc jour qui passa, toutes ces institutions commencent a donner 
leurs fruits, ct quc lL’ enfant turc Laissant L’ers de La faim pour 
celle de L’abondancc, notre niveau social s’sleve dans de: tres 
sorsiblos proportions. Ls floau “qu’etait La dime, ne pese plus 
sur Les epaulos du paysan, 

a L’avenement de la republiquc, en 1923, 1l n’existait dans 
Le pays que 329.761 elevcs d’ecoles primaires. en 1938, ce nombre 
s’olovait a 746.279, pour atteindre a L’heurce actuells 1.357.200 
elLeves, unc nouvel.c methode qui a suscite un vif ainteret dans 
tous Les pays etrangers a cote appligquee pour La propagation de 
L’anstruction primaire, ct 20 instituts de villages ont ete crees, 
ces ccoles preparent actuclLoment 16.400 eleves-candidats aux 
postes d’institutours de villages et 600 candidats aux postes 
d’agents sanitaires. au cours des prochaines 10 annecs, tous Les 
villages turcs seront dotss chaucun d’une ccole primaire. 

dans, Les debuts de lL’ ers republicaine, Le total des oleves 
des ccoles socondaires ¢t des Lycecs n’arrivait qu’a 7.166, 
aujourd*hu1 ca meme total s’elove a 86.525 elcvas. : 

en 1923, Le nombre des cleves frequentant Les ecoles des arts 
et metiers ne depassait pas un millior d’enfants. au debut de La 
scconde guerre mondiale, 1l s’clevait a 12.817 oelcves.a lL’ heure 
actuelle, Lc nombre des ecolecs des arts et mctiers arrive a 219 
et celui des cleves a 42.539, L’ ecole des hautes ctudes d’ince-= 
nicurs d’istanbul a ete transformee cn uns ccolo polytechnique, 
une nouvel i.e ecole polytechnique est en voie'de creation a ankara, 

Le nombre d’ectudiants faisant Leurs hautes ctudes est passe da 
8.387 on 1938 a 19.933, a L’heure actuelle. a: ‘ r 

Leuniversite d?istanbul a etc romanice, une nouvelle univer- 
site a ete creee a ankera, et une Loi promulgues derniocrament. 
vicnt de reconnaitre L?autonomie de ccs institutions. : : / 
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Les beaux-arts se sont devel es dans toutes L 
de Leur activite, et un conservat ane d’etat a ete pei bien 
hua Les pieces et Les operas les plus celebres y sont representes, 
a istanbul, La mMunicipalite et a ankara L?etat, sont sur Le point 
de construire un theatre. 

il a ete attache une grande importance au’ conservatoire et 
a La rcfection dus monuments anciens. de nouveaux musees et des 
depots attaches a cuux-c1 ont ete crees. Le total des ocuvros d'art 
conserves dars ces musecs etait de 109 mille pieces avant La 
republLique. ce nombre atteignait 600 mille en 1938 pour passer a 
800 mille a L’heure actuelle. 

en 1923, 1 n’existait que 6.700 Lits repartis entre Les 
hopitaux, Los institutions d’assistance seciale et autres orga- 
nisations similaires, Le tout dans Le plus deplorable etat. La 
nombre d’ institutions, y compris Les stabLissements etrangers,etait 
de 117. ce nombre est passs a 471, avsc 17.000 Lits ct La valeur 
technique et sanitaire do ces atablissements s’est cnormoment 
elevee, ; 

Les maladies epidemigucs qui durant de Longs siecles avatent 
deperi L’enfanca turque ct cause de grandes mortalites infantiles, 
ont ete enrayees dans des proportions maxima. nous esperons 
Progresser continuellement dans La Voie qui nous’permettra de faire 
disparaitre Le fleau de La malaria. 7 

notre souverainete totale sur nos douanes,grace au traite de 
Lausanne,est encore une oeuvre qui a pu etre assuree durant L’ere 
republicaine.lLes douancs qui on 1923 assuraient 25 millions et 
quelques Livres turques a L’ctat,ont pu fournir durant La pcriode 
de guerre si plaine de difficultes de toutes sortes,S7 mil ions 
de Livres turques au pays. : 

durant L’ancien reqine,les manufactures de cigarettes n’etaiont 
capablos de travailler que 7 millions 800.000 kilogrammes de tas 
bacs. grace aux ameliorationrs apportecs et aux nouvelles 
manufactures installees,cette capacite de travail a attcint 16 
mil.iions de kgms. en 1923,Le revenu assure par ces institutions 
etait de 9 miliions de Livros turques. cette anne-ci,graco a 
L’augmentation des revenus ,d’une part,et aux constructions de 
nouvelles fabriques d’alcool et de spirituoux ,auxquellos nous 
avons procede entretemps,ainsi qu’aux fabriques d’aliumettes que 
nous avons rachetees d’autre part, ces manufactures sont pretes a 
assurer a L’etat'une sommo de 177 millions de Livres turques. 

Le pramaer budget de La republique etait exactement de 
135 millions de Livres turqucs. grace aux ameliorations essenticlles 
apportees graducllLament dans les systomes comptabLe, fiscal et 
bdugetaire, Le budget qui s’eslevait a 310 millions de Livres en 
1937 est passe a 546,5 millions.en 1940, a 918,5 mallions, en 1942, 
a 616 millions pour Le budget couvrant sept mois en 1945 pour 
atteindre 990,5 millions en 1946, 

sous Le regne de L’ empire, ©7 pourcent des impots dairccts 
etaicnt percus des vil lageois et 13 pourcent en etarent soulement 
percus des citadins. or®™ 1935, 31 pourcent seulement des aimpots 
etalent pergus des villageois ¢t 69 pourcent des citadins. ces 
proportions ont ate renverses par La suppression de L’impot sur 
La production agricole. at en 1946, La proportion de Ll’ impot direct 
a payer p2r Le villageois: est tombee a 11 pourcent. 

an 1946, La total de notre budget etait de 546 millions de 
Livres environ alors que Le total de nos revenus on depass2it a 
peino La moitic. or, aujourd’hui, Le total de notre budget a atteint 
un milliard, et nous sommes certains que Les 900 millions en seront 
couverts par des revenus ordinaires. / 
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$1 l'on compare Les chiffres publios sur Les dettus contractees 
par trois puissances pour couwrir Les depenses dos arnees de gucpre, 
On constatc combicn est solide notro situation financiere. en 1940 
la turquic a couvert par des cmprunts Les 42 pourcent de ses des 
penses, La suisse Les 52 pourcent des siennos et L’anglcterre tes 
62 pourcent. en 1941, La turquis on a couvert par des cmprunts Las 
354 pourcent, La suisse Les 50 pourcent ot U’angletcrre Les 55 pour= 
cent. et cn 1944, alors quo Lx turquic couvrait seulement Les 10 
Pourcent deses deponses par des emprunts, La suisse en couvrait 
les 58 pourcent ct L?angleoterrs Les 46 pourcent. 
ung autre prouve de La solidite.de notre structure financierc 
. @t de L’amelioration chaque jour davantage de notre organis me 
financier, c’cst qu’aux cours dss anneis de gucrrae, nos finances 
ont reussi a racheter certaincs institutions ct a paycr certaincs 
anciennes dettes, dont Le plus important cst, sans conteste, Le 
remboursement en bloc des anciznnes dettes ottomanes. nos finances, 
en se prevalont des stipulations da la convention ad hoc, a soumis 
Le paysment des actions ufferentcs aux susditcs dettes a um payee 
ment avant terme et L’ont applique. des 1 millions 700 mille et 
quelques actions chacune de 500 francs, aujourd’ hui Les’ quelques 
1 miliions 400 mille ont ete rmbours . d@ sorto qu’il ne roste 
que 3500 mills ct quelques actions, y compris colles qui ont ete 
Perduos , ce qui reprosente une sonnc dc 15 a 16 mallions de francs 
frangnis cnviron. ' 
la Lol sur La fondation de La banque ’’ credit foncier ?*? au 
capital de 100 millions de Livris augmentera ainsi La capacite 
de corstruction du pays <t censtitucra. ainsi un nouveau et 
brillant terrain de succes pour nes finances. 
les realisations que j’?21 cnumerecs jusqu’1ci constituent Les 
principales oeuvres de L’? cre rcopublLicaine. 1l no faut pas oubLier 
que La republique 2 hcrite d’unc p2trie dcmolie , incendice et - 
detruite, et d’uns nation fatigues, reduite et ccrasee. malgre 
cela, slle acre:, cn un court Laps de temps, de nonbrcuses 
ocuvres ct des cites florissantes. de plus, des plans techniquos, 
triannaux et quanguinnaux ont «ts slabores et meme en partie 
L’on a procede a L’ application. nous. csperons Qua si la majorite 
de La nation turgue fait cause commune avec notre parti, elle 
donner2 ba possibilite d’equipor ta patrigs turcue au multiple de ce 
que nous avons realise au cours deus dernier ss 20 annces » craca y 
aux plans triannaux ct quingudinaux deja clabores ect. mis en partie 
3 G on. ‘ 
3 ao gagnecs, Les revolutions realisecs, Les oeuvres 
creses, sont toutses Les biens de ba nation turduc, de ectte nation 
qui s?avanga en courant sous L?ctendard d2 mustafa Rents oul, we 
il n’y a aucun doute que bians st ocuvres appartiennent ae a bl - 
nation. mais s1 La nation n’avert prs trouve scs chefs y te ae 
ete peut-etre en peince d’obtenir ce gu’ .tts detient cea ee 
de mome, s1 les chefs n’avaiont pas trouve pour nation = peup 
turc, 1L aurait ete impossible de voir Les bolles oeuvres 
2a TAULs : a 
i es Pate Que ces realisations me vicnnunt a L’aosprit, Ll 
me domandé :’’saracoitjilu, quelle ost ta part da IS Lee, Gamay © 
ont cts executes et.dans Los “— ee ee ee vs 
e@ suite je roponds cn moismeme ¢ aS ava cxecutss ¢ 
de Fh ponbreas , ma part dans La partis qui Pea iP 
1942, nrast qu’identique a colle de tout cnfant do Or te ie 
dans sa partic depuis 1942 jusau’a oe pos 2 I ee eee BY 
cegale, et rien quregale, 2 calle de teut 2 Sos 
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si jo diviso ma dite part en dsux pericdes, soit avant et 
apres 1942, La scule raison en ast que je me consaidere oblige de 
donner des renscignements plus precis sur Les affaires d’etat 
et de La nation pour La pericde des 4 dernierss anne.s au cours 
desquelics jc me suis efforce de remplir Les fonctions de presi= 
dent du conseil,. 

camarades , . 

lL y a quatre ars, La jour ou je fus appele a assumor La 
charge tres’ lLourde ct tres responsable de president du conseil, 
notre pays et notre nation etaisnt cxposees a quelques crises 
tres graves. a 

1/ Ua crise provoquee par ta, guerrs Qui sé poursuivait tou-= 
jours. cette crise s’acctntuait cheque jour ina oe | st chaque 
jour qui s’ecoulait augmantait pour notre pays L’eventualite d’une 
guerre. 

at ba crise d’arosnt. cette crise, qui decoulait ds L?appel 
des armses sous Le drzpezu, pe pouvant etre onreyee par des men 
sures Or Okan s en avait dU recourtr 1 des emissions.-a1n32, 

La valeur de notre monnii @ avant subi une baisse gnc ng 

3/La crise alimentaire. on ivait affronts unc annac de se- 
cheresse et Les prix du ble avaiant hausse Gs, Ob ba fos al's 150 

i1astres Le kalogramme. 

4/lLa crise d2 La houills. L’?srrivade dos bois dé maine qui nous 
parvanaicnt de roumani=: a cte coupee subitemant, notre pro- 
duction du charbon s’ets rapproches Dresqua de Zara, et nous nous 
trouvions ainsi cxposes 2 “L? inniense canger dé vour nes bateaux, 
nos chemans de for et nos fabriques. sombre: dans L’ inactivate. 

La premiorc de ces crices, vous savez quelles phases elle 
a traversees et avec quilles difficultss, orcce aux traites que 
nous avons concluss en cas de necessits, notre naticn n’hesitera 
pas a faire couler son sang, corime des torrenis, pour sa propre 
existence, pour son ali1ance 2t ses engagemonts internationaux, 

pour arreter Les emissions de monmaic qui constituaient bla 
seconde des crises, nous avons proceda a dcux mesures dont L'une 
etait applicable pour une seule fois at Ly autre a Longue echeance 
ainsi, grace a ces doubles mesures, c'est a dire a L’impot sur la’ 
richesse et-a L? impot sur Les produits de es terre, nous avons 
Largement prevenu ce danger. et non seulement nous L’ avons prevenu, 
mais nous avors aussi paussi, apres Guelques anness, a retirer 
168.472.100 Livres des 993,907,786 Livres .mises en circulation. 

La troisioeme crise, Le canger de famine. grace aux mesures 
que nous avons prises et aux aides que nous avons recues, nous 
avons pu traverser La premiere annee dans des difficultes., au cours 
do L’annee d?abondance qui asuivi tLladite cnnee de secheresse, 
nous nous sommes efforces de maintenir Les dispositions deja 
adoptecs et de reduire La consommation plLutot que de manger a 
saticte et de souffrir de La faim Le Londemain. ainsi nous avons 
reuss1 a crecr un stock de vivres d’un millLicn do tonnes. et grace 
a cela nous nous sommes xppliqucs. en prelevant 300 mille tonnes 
sur Lesstocks dont nous disposicre » ane pas faire sentir a 
notre population Les souffrances do La scconde annee de sechmresse 
que nous pouvons ccorsiderer a prosont conme definitivenient revolue, 
nous esperons gue nous pourrons ‘trouver, au cours dee prochains 
mois ,la possibilite dé reercer nos stocks fortoment antames. nos 
succes dars ce domaine ne consietunt pas unicuement en cela. car, 
nous avons, au cours de cztte meme annes de secheresse, trouve auss. 
le moyen de donner ct de venare « L?etranger des milLions de tonnes 
de denrees alimontaires. / 

af oo 
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Lors de L’ adoption de mesures concernant Les denress, nous avons 
toujours place au premier plan La Sauvogarde des interets du villa- 
geois. et nous en ferons de meme dars L’avenir. . . 

la derniere crise, cello de La houillLe, nous avait places 
devant Les plus grands dangers.mais grace aux dispositions prises, 
ce danger a disparu peu a peu completement. et meme, cette annee 
nous avons atteint une situation nous permettant de repondre aux 
demandes de charbon qui nous ont cte adressess par diverses pays 
etrangers. Lo charbon assurera de grands avantages a L’economie du 
Pays, c’est certain. 

alors que d’une part nous nous cfforcions de surmonter cx 
crises Les unes apres Les autres, nous accomplissions deux oauvres 
importantes qu: nous considerens utiles et saluteaires pour notre 
nation, ca dont je¢ veux vous parlor : La premicre c’est L’or que 
Nous avons iccumnule a L’etranger, ct L’ autre c’ est L’sducation na=- 
tionaLe a LaquellLe nous accordons La plus haute importance. 

au moment ou le pays s¢ dcbattait dans La crise d’argent et 
dans celle provoque par Les emissions et alors qu'on avait recours 
a toutes sortes do moyens pour Ls surmonter, nous avons profits 
par ailleurs, presque de toutes Los occasions gui s’offraient a 
nous ¢t tirant avantages da lx balance favorable que nous avons 
cree dans nos importations et cxportaticns nous avons accumule dans 
‘Les pays etrangers 135 tonnes d'or ce gui, ajoute a L’or que nous 
detsnons dans Le pays, fait plus d2 20 millions de Livres turques 
OM, 





quelques personnes ont voulu qus cet or soit apporte dans Le 
pays, ot vondu petit 2 petit ct qus La monnaie turque soit de La 
sorte transformee en une devise precicuse comme Les monnaies suissé 
et americaine. d’autres personnos ont emis L’? opinion que cet or soit 
vendu, que des devises soient Larcement ablouecs aux negociants 
importateurs et que Les preduits ¢trangers soilent augmentes en 
quantite et rendus bon marches dans Le pays. toutes ces deux opi- 
nions sont peut-etre justes. clles auraient meme corstitue pour Le 
gouvernement des sources de succes cphemercs ct de renommee facile, 
mais notre gouvernsment a prefere sans hositation prendre en consi- 
deration Les interets a Longue echcance mais raels du pays plutot 
que de courrir apres des succes ephomercs et il a’pris la decision 
suivante : cet or sera depoenss uniquement pour Les- nouvelles us ines 
qui seront construites dens Le pays. : 

Le secorm succes important reside dans lL’ education nationale 
a Laquelle nous avors accordé une importance Largs ct etendue au 
cours des dermiores anness. on peut meme dire que lL’ importance,Lla 
direction et La Large etendue donnecs aux affaires de lL’ cducation 
nationale sont presque enticrement L’oouvre des dernieres anneécs,. 
car, notre budget de L’education nationalo qui en 1923 depassait 
a peine 3 millions a atteint.23 millions on 1941, 37 millions en 
1942, et 106 millions 600 mille Livres en 1946, si L’on ajoute a 
cc chiffre La somme de 21.000,000 figurant sur Les budgets autres 
que -ceLui ds L’educition nationale st se rapportant aux institutions 
telles quc L’ecole de guerre, L?ceols des officiers de reserve, 
L’ccole des hautos etudes politiques, L’¢cole das finances, Les 
ecoles des chomins de fer at Les facultes d’agriculture,lLe montant 
octroye par Le centre pour L?education nationale atteint 127,5 
millions. 81 L’on ajoute aice montant La somme de 30.000.000 
allouce par Les administrations’ regioneles et unc scconde somme de 
30,000,000 qui provient, convertis..cn: Livres, do La contribution dé 
nos villageois en travail st. sn argent, Le montant global de la 
somme depensce par L2-communaute turque pour L’ education nationale 
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turque depasse 187,5 millions, ce qui montre toute La grandeur de 
a comprehension et de la fo1 dont fait prouve Le parti republis 
cain du peuple envers le savoir et 1’ instruction, . 
comme toute grande entreprise, celle de L’education nationale 
fut egalement L’objet de critiques frequentes. $1 cos critiques 
nous retenaient dars notre vole, immense sera La desillusion que 
nos enfants. en ressentiraient. : 
camarades , . . 
les dernieres oeuvres que je viens d’enuncrer sont egaloment 
et totatement Le patrimoine de ba nation turque. ceci pose, je 
coreidere comme un devoir humanitaire d’cexprimer 1¢1 cn votre 
Presence ma gratitude, pour L’aide apportec par notre nation toute 
ontlere et nos deputes ainsi que pour Le travail plein d’abnegation 
de mes camarades quim®°™rouves a la tete de tous ces travaux. 
camarades , ; 
je Vais repeter 1c1 une verite qu’il ne serait certainement 
pas deplace de repeter autant de fois qu’on Le voudra : ainsi que 
je L%ax dit tout a L’heurc, Les capacites creatrices et vivifiantes 
de La gencration d’aujourd’ hua depassent L’entendement humain. c’est 
elle qui a fait La guerre, c’est alle qui 2 gagne La victoire. c'ast 
elle qui a fait Les revolutions et c?cst encore elie qui eng jete 
les forndations solides. c’ost elle qui 2 construit Les fabriquas, 
Les chemins de fer et Les ecoles, ct c’est encores clle qui Lgs 
fait vavre. c’est elle qui s’est astreinte 2 toutes sortes de pris 
vations pour realiser ces choses ct c'est toujours elle qui a decide 
de se plier a des privations et a des sacrifices plus grands encore 
pour des realisations ogalement plus grandes. 
camarades , 
vous voycz que nous avons Le front haut, Les voies nettement 
tracees et que nos affaires sont claires. nous ne vous demandons que 
des votes dictes par votre conscience. nous ne vous demandons pas 
autre chose. en vous demarndant ceci, je jugo utile de rappelor ici 
Urarticle 9 de La toi sur Les fonctionnaires qui stipule qu'il 
est defendu au fonctionnairos d’adherer aux associations et clubs 
politiques et de Les frequenter, d’intervenir dans n’importe quelles 
elcctions, ainsi que dc faire des publications ot declarations 
politiques ct que toute contravention etablie par Les tribunaux 
est passible de radiation des cadres.les fonctionnaires qui seront 
autorises par Los ministres de mone Los valis, ainsi qué Las 
fonctionnairss autorises par ces derniers pouvent faire des decla~ 
rations. je juge egalement utile de rappeler = b’occas.ion des pro- 
chaines elections, qu’en turquie republLicaine seule La loi est et 
restera souveraine. 
camarades , 
la nation turque m’2 confie bien des devoirs. des fonctions 
de maire d’?Sdemis, celle m’a appele a La deputation. elle m’a confie, 
tant a L’ainterieur du peys qu’a L’etrangor bien des taches a carac= 
tere politique et financier. alle m’a fait ministre de L’1ns truc= 
tion publique, ministre des finances, ministre de la justice, 
minis tre des affaires etrangoros et president du conseil. de mon 
cote, j?a1 consacre toute mon energic, toute mon intelligence et ma 
sante, a payor La dette qui m'incombait du chef de ces hautes 
fonctions et des recompenses.qu’ellos constituaient. / 
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iL n’existe qu’un seul poste auquel je suis immuabLement 
attache et dont La mort seule pourrait me separer : crest Le pos te 
du simple soldat dars Les rangs du parti republicain du peuple, 

: en outre, j’a1 egalement un autre titre que La mort meme no 
saurait m’enlever : c’est d’otre sikrti saracoglu, fils du maitre 
sellier meahmet usta d’Sdemis et de.rester siikrti saraco§lu, fails 
du maitre sellLier mehmet us tad’ odemig. oe : meg 


- agence anatolie- 


DC/R ROUTING SLIP 


FROM_“C nora ta 
No PSP 


ACTION: 2 VE 

COPIES TO IVE A 
3S 4c ) 
oa ye 
J tPF 


3S Weaw 


) a 





EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Ankara, July 12, 1946 


Noe 959 j 
[>. 4 
RESTRICTED 


Subject: Turkish Government Leaders Stress 


Desire for Free Uninfluenced Election 
on July 21. 


The Honorable 
The. Secretary of State, 
Washingtone 





)Sir: 





bee 
= I have the honor to report that Minister of Interior 
Hilmi Uren has sent @ circular (quoted in translation from 
Ulus, Ankera, July 2) to all provincial governments stating: 


"The Government, apart from its wish that the single- 
stage election of deputies being held for the first time in 
this country should take plece in complete order within the 
law everywhere, is very desirous thet citizens shall be able 


to vote for whom they please in complete freedom, end that 
no one shell prevent this, 


*I therefore request all my colleagues to see that no 
opportunity is given to any official, small or great, to use 
his officiel authority in favor of this or that party, and 
to prevent citizens voting as they please, for whom they 
please, end to take immediate legal messures against offenders," 
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Prime Minister Sarecoglu likewise, in his speech of 


July 8, (please compare Embassy's despatch No. 958, July 12, 
1946) seid: 


aa 


“I consider it useful to remind you, in connection with 
the coming elections, thet Article 9 of the Government Employees! 
Lew runs: ‘Government officials are forbidded to join end attend 
political societies and clubs, to intervene in any kind of 
election, or to make political publications and statements. 
Such offenses, if proved in court, call for dismissel. Only 
officials to be suthorized by cabinet ministers, and governors 
and officials to be suthorized by the governors may make 


statements; end that only the lew will reign in Republican 
Turkey .'" 


aon: 





However, 
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However, the opposition newspepers have published numerous 
instances of whet they consider to be violations of the prin- 
ciples leid down by Messrs, Serscoglu snd Uren. A typical 
comment wes thet of Devocratic Deputy Refik Koralten, mede to 
Cumhuriyet newspeper of Istenbul, upon his return from en 
election tour in Konya province (es quoted in trensletion from 
the July 8 issue of that peper): 


"In spite of the fact that the Ministry of Home Affairs 
sent a circuler, based on the provisions of the lew, to 911 
officials concerned, from Sovernors to gendarmerie, instructing 
them not to intervene or influence in eny way the election of 
deputies, and slthough this circular wes recently printed in 
the newSpapers, it is strange that in ® number of places the 
gendermerie organization, aldermen, sub-district administrators 
and ell civil administrators are acting completely contrary 
to these legal orders. In fact, they are attempting to mein- 
tain domination of a class by bringing pressure upon the rights 
and freedom of citizens, in order to see that the People's 
Party wins st any cost. Do you ask for proof of this claim? 
It has been proven in villages and cities, before the eyes of 
the people, that some governors have used automobiles--plseced 
at their disposal for national purposes--for propezendse for 
the People's Party. Party officers end members drive in these 
automobiles to villages ignored for months and years. Through 
telephone and telegraph, the village or town that is their 
destination is brought to action. The people sre even mde 
to hang out flegs and to close their shops, snd if eny one 
dares disobey the orders, he is threetened with fines for 
rebellion ageinst orders. The Republicen People's Perty thus 
makes its propaganda with ell kinds.of pressure imeginsble." 





Respegtfully yours, 





Edwin C, Wilson 
File No, 800 
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_ Subject: Suicide of Governor Tandogan of Ankara 
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a .5 The Honorable i JuL 30° 
G oS The Secretary of State, t Divs 
Washington. : i mere ear ARN: fs 
Sir: ; c 
~ 
sii With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. 744 of 2 
te July 9, 1946, regarding the suicide of the,Governor and {* 
= )# Municipal President of Ankara, Nevzat Tangzan, I have C 
5 the honor to report that the late Governor was given an “ss 
official funeral at Ankara on July 10 attended by many ~! 
a high dignitaries of the nation and held with great pomp ' 
> .. 3) and ceremony. = 


} r 


ay aN) the Governor's sudden death threw the Republican 
AP People's Party leaders into confusion and alarm, for it ¢ 
was he, who - a stern disciplinarian and able administra- 

tor - was expected to assure the Party's success in the ‘ 
Fi : election at Ankara. The Governor in his unofficial posi- 


aca 


tion as a leading adviser to the President and the Govern- 
4 y ment on public security measures was also widely involved 
v Né in election preparations throughout the country. Asa ( 
temporary replacement the present Director General of 
Public Security, Osman Sabri Adal, just returned from 
olice conferences in Britain and Europe, has been named 
Roting Governor and Municipal President. 


oe aan 


The Governor died under dramatic circumstances. On 
July 8 he had appeared as a witness in court and under- 
gone a long critical questioning by liamit Gevket Ince, 
intervening lawyer in the murder case of Dr. Naci Arzan, 
representing Mrs. Arzan. Mr. Ince already had a reputa- 
tion for being a shrewd dramatic lawyer, and he used 
these qualities to the best of his ability in questioning 
the Governor and in twisting every statement as far as 
possible in an effort to cast doubt on the veracity and 
completeness of the Governor's statements. Mr. Ince's 
interest in the matter as intervening attorney w@b per- 
haps heightened by the fact that he is a member 6T t 
Democrat Party and brother of one of its leadersy fowaer 
Miinister of Justice, Refik Sevket Ince. The tried h 
become such a cause cé@lébre that the opposition pad s 
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are playing it up most successfully as another example 
of People's Party mismanagement. 


Governor ‘Tandogan was apparently very shaken by 
his experience, especially since in Turkey persons of 
his distinotion and high position are seldom called as 
witnesses in court. The Governor is said to have brooded 
on the matter all through the evening after he returned 
from court to his home and to have complained to his 
brother that he had been mistreated. The next morning, 
shortly after reading the report of his court appearance 
given in the People's Party's newspaper Ulus of Ankara, 
about 9 o'clock he telephoned to the Minister of Justice, 
a close friend, and protested that he felt his honor had 
been besmirched by his being called as a witness. 
Shortly thereafter he shot himself through the head, and 
died two and one-half hours later. 


The news of the Governor's suicide caused great 
excitement throughout Ankara. During the brief period 
between the time at which he shot himself and his actual 
death, anbulances and the automobiles of many prominent 
eitizens were lined up in the street outside his official 
residence and, although the Government might have pre- 
ferred to keep the matter secret, there was no possibility 
that the populace should not know what had happened. 


Public reaction was immediate and excited. Various 
theories were at once advanced for the Governor's death. 
In the Ankara newspapers the line was taken that the 
Governor, a great public servant of long standing and 
distinetion, had taken his life as the only manner in 
which he could save his honor, befouled by the unjust 
allegations of the opposition press of Istanbul. Other 
explanations which quickly spread around the city were 
the following: 


1. The Governor was alleged to have discovered at 
the time of Dr. Arzan's murder thet his two badly behaved 
sons, Faldun and Ahmet, were involved in the affair as 
members of a gang of young bloods of good families who 
were over-drinking and over-spending and by blackmail 
and murder were making up the deficits in their coffers. 
He is said to have been terribly depressed by this and 
by the fact that the Istanbul newspapers had alleged 
that he had used his authority to cover up certain of 
the aspects of the case in order to protect the murderers, 
Every high Turkish Government official has his group of 
friends who visit his office regularly; it is said that 
the Governor noticed a definite slackening off of attend- 
ance at his office and felt that he had lost face through 
the allegations made about him at the trial of Dr. Arzan's 


murders 
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murder. Furthermore, he was physically in very bad 
shape from diabetic complications. In any case the 
whole situation worked so on his nerves that he finally 
decided, after having been forced to give his testimony 
in the court, that there was no way out but suicide. 


2. It is alleged that the Governor and Mrs. 
Tandogan, both Bosniaks, were not on good terms and 
that the Governor had fallen in love with a younger 
woman. He is said to have asked President Intntt for 
permission to divorce his present wife in order to marry 
the lady in question. When the President not only 
refused but rebuked him sharply for even considering 
such action after long years of married life, the Gover- 
nor is said to have decided that if he took his life 
immediately following his testimony in court of the 
murder trial, his action would be attributed to strain 
resulting from the court proceedings and would protect 
the lady from public attention and hide his love affair 
from public scrutiny. 


3. Another story advanced is that the Governor's 
tubercular son, Haldun, was in love with Madame Arzan, 
and that Haldun (who resembled Hagmet Orbay in appear=- 
ance) had shot Dr. Arzan in a quarrel over Madame Arzan. 


Initial guarded comments by the Istanbul opposition 
papers praise the Governor as an able administrator and 
refuse to accept the People's Party's allegations that 
the Governor's honor was so besmirched by journalistic 
attacks that he was obliged to teke his own life. 


In any case, no matter what the explanation of the 
Governor's death is, it is a grievous blow to the 
Republican People's Party in two ways: first, in the 
loss of an able hard-fisted administrator who would 
have been able to swing Ankara province without question 
for the Republican People's Party, and second, in the 
strengthening the Governor's suicide has given to 
opposition's cries of corruption and mismanagement 
within the Government and People's Party. ‘The extra- 
vagant manner in which the People's Party's editorial- 
ists such as Falih Rifki Atay have mourned the Gover- 
nor's death is evidence of the panic which the news 
aroused in their hearts. 


Popular reaction in Ankara to Governor Tandogan's 
death was not so complimentary as the official reaction 
of the public leaders of the Republican People's Party's 
newspapers. The Governor was described as a grasping 
despot and wild rumors circulated regarding the size 
of his fortune. The Government was criticized for 


giving 
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giving him an official funeral with a Moslem prayer 
service, the assertion being made that Islam requires 
that the body of a suicide be thrown unwashed and in 
the clothes in which death occurred into an open field, 
unmourned. The paper at Ankara which carried the first 
news of the Governor's death was the Ankara Ak 
Haberleri. In the upper right corner of the font page 

ad a picture of the late Governor. In the upper 
left corner was the picture of Prime Minister Saracoglu 
delivering an election speech. Public oomment was: 
"Tandogan is gone now, Saracoglu will be next", and it 
was reported that throughout the day as the news of the 
Governor's suicide became known, there were thousands 
of new applications for membership at the Democrat Party 
headquarters. 


Respectfully yours, 





Vo 


Oyen. 


Edwin C. Wilson 
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DIVISION OF = ‘— 
759, July 15, 4 p.m. HEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


Confidential estimate given me by Peoples Party 
leaders on forthcoming elections as follows: 


Conceding every doubtful constituency to opposition 
maximum seats opposition can hope to win is 121, leaving 
343 to Peoples Party. 


Leading Democrats, while continuing state publicly 
that “if elections fair" they will gain majority, now say 
privately total seats a can wir will be some 
100-17C, of which about 80-100 to Democrats, dozen or s0 
Tndepe.dents and a sprinkling to other partier. They sy 
wWnile Marshal C "s candidacy at first seeneo to tus 
vide to opposition it so alarmed Peoples Party latter 
~sdoubled efforts and being better organized are now 
practically certain of substantial majority. 
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According to SECGEN FONOFF Soviets have "alerted" 
Communist Parties in many countries besides France 
(EMBTEL 739 July 6) to hold meetings, etc., urging 
cession Turkey's eastern provinces to Soviet Armenia 
(he mentioned Argentina specifically). This, coupled 
with recent violent tone Moscow radios on Turkish 
elections, might raise question whether USSR intends 
launch new diplomatic offensive against Turkey to 
coincide with expiation August 9 ‘fate for proposal 
amendments Montreaux convention. 


Erkin said, however, he had come to conclusicn 
Soviets do not intend at this time engage in full- 
scale new propaganda drive on Turkey. He believes 
Soviets rather fully engaged elsewhere with peace 
treaty discussions, Communizing Germany, consolidat- 
ing position Persia, plans for Manchuria, etc. 
Soviets doubtless hope present electoral campaign 
Turkey will result in disturbances, and perhaps 
establish permanent cleavages in Turkish opinion, 
and they will do anything they can do to further 
such matters (he mentioned good reason believe 
Soviet Embassy flirting with Democratic Party, using 
Rustu Acav as go between.) Of course if by chance 
elections should result in unexpected democrat 
victory, Soviets will seek exploit it. But Erkin 
regards present anti-Turk manifestations more as — 
periodical heating up of Turk question, which had been 
allowed to cool off, than as presaging any new ; 
determined drive against Turkey by Soviets. - i 


Sent Dept as 756; repeated Moscow as 69. 
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FO President [nonu delivered his only campaign speech 
orc to Nation over Radio Ankara last night. Speaking siowly 
OPI and obviously with mich emotion President veleomed Turkish 
PL Republic's first sinvle stage elections and free public 
a/R discussion of issuss. 
He then answered opposition agsertion that he should 
not be President of kepublic and President of People's 
Party same tine, steting that although logical that 
President eiected by Grand National Assembly should be 
leader of Parliamentory Ma jorlty and as leedsr ahould 
exercise his constitutions] right endeavor maiinbsin his 
apne: DOBLtion, actually whole question was personal jro and 


anti ITnonu. He added oppoaltion sould vemcve him from 






of. 


= presidency by preventing his reeleetion as deputy. 


The President thon replied to baste popular com- 
Plsints against administration on primary schoc] question, 
dand distribution iaw, forests administration, high cost 
of living and alleged e-rruption in government, 


Turning foreign affairs he said, "Today country 
faces problems which potentially csn asuune 
portance as in 1918. Likely matter Straite 
Istanbul will come up for consideration, ; 
corners world busily agitating for our eastefn provinces, 
These matters connected our existenee and sovercignty ss 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
No. 981 Ankara, July 19, 1946 
UNRESYRICLED 
Subject: President Intntt's only Klection Campaign 
Address to the Turkish People. 
. DEDARTMENT. GF, STATE 
pe xe} aes " 
= S 5 \ 
; Bs AUG 1 | 6. 
; & 
“| The Honorable > DISH 
us co The ‘Secretary of State ms prborran 
uit wed “Washington. ; rox EA See Doot oY” 
- stb Z " eneger” 


4 
With reference to the kmbassy's tetieen te. loa of G 
July 18, 1946, regarding President Intnt's only election C 
campaign address to the Turkish people on July 16, 1946 
WW) over Radio Ankara, I have the honor herewith to amplify 
the information contained in the telegram. 





i.fter welcoming as a happy development the sinele 





stage elections now about to take place and the free =! 
public discussion of the election issues, President Intnu ! 
turned directly to that criticism effecting him most C 
personally, namely the question whether he was justified 

in remaining President General of the Republican People's 7 
‘Party while he was also President of the Republic. 


t \ President Intnt stated that since constitutionally the 

(irr is President is the representative of the majority group 

y. / in the Grand National Assembly, it is only natural that 
they elect their chief to the post. Since then the 
President of the Republic was also leader of the majority 
in the Assembly, it is his constitutional right to try 
to maintain his position and that of his party in power 
as Party leader by all legal constitutional means. Fur- - 
thermore, that deputy who havpens to be elected President ¢ 
of the Republic becomes then less the party leader than : 
the deputy representing the whole Grand National Assembly ~ 
(and it will be remembered that according to Article 4 
of the Turkish Constitution, the nation's rights of 
sovereignty are exercised by the Grand National Assembly). 
However, the President added, in actuality the question 
boils down to whether or not he as an individual should 
remain President of the Republic, and that was the 
question which the opposition could easily solve by 
defeating him for re-election to the Grand National 
Assenbly. ¥ 
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The President then justified at length the Govern- 
ment's policy on certain points which have been reasons 
for complaint by the populace; the primary school 
question, the land distribution law, forests administra- 
tion, and the high cost of living. The latter he said 
had been caused by the war and permanent mobilization. 
"In coming years the first duty of our society will be 
to lessen the difficulties of those of smaller incomes." 
He said that the Government's goals for the villagers 
were primary education, land for the individual, good 
prices for their crops, solution of forests and goat 
grazing problems, permanent doctors in villages as well 
as in towns, and technical training. He pointed out 
that although 40% of the national budget before the war 
had been devoted to the Army and 60% during the war, 
still the accomplishments in all of these fields already 
were very apparent and he added that the national income 
had also increased since 1939 despite the war troubles. 
With regard to allegations of corruption and malfeasance 
in various Government offices, the President asserted 
that there was in reality very little and what there 
was - when discovered = was promptly and drastically 
curbed. 


In concluding his speech the President said (given 
in translation from Ulus, Ankara, July 18, 1946): 


"The country's fate lies in your hands. I wish you 
to know everything as it is. I shall now tell you of 
the great political questions over and above daily 
election affairs. We have been following one foreign 
policy since I became President. I shall not repeat 
the details of how this policy progressed during the 
World war. I leave it to history to judge this era. 
however, I shall dwell on the fact that the post war 
situation is important and delicate for the entire 
world, and for our country in particular. Today, our 
country is faced with problems which can potentially 
assume as much importance as in 1918. It is likely 
that the matter of the Straits, and consecuently of the 
security of Istanbul and its environs, will come up for 
consideration. Committees in all four corners of the 
world are busyegitating for our eastern provinces. 
these matters are connected with our existence and 
sovereignty as a nation. ‘loday we are keeping @s many 
Soldiers under arms as during the war. j/e ere as yet 
unable to reduce their nuuber, in spite of all the hard- 
ship it causes the country. It is our heartfelt wish 
that e quick and lasting peace for every nation should 
be established in the world. Will it be established, 
or will it not? ‘This we cannot say. 
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"Neither can we see as yet clearly on the horizon 
what eventualities and sacrifices we shall have to face, 
whether peace be established or not. Our duty is to 
guide to safety the cause of the peace-loving 'urkish 
nation, which desires the property of no one else, and 
which is resolved not to make any sacrifices of its own 
rights and territory. The glorious fervor aroused by 
this duty dominates our entire being. iJe believe that 
the main lines of our present foreign policy will lead 
us to safety. We are sure that our netion will continue 
to support us in the foreign policy we are pursuing. 


"I shall not make the country's security policy 
against foreign dangers a basis for election campaign- 
ing. I know that the great rights and sacred soil of 
the nation end the cause of independence which it prizes 
above its life is of primary value for every fellow 
citizen as for me. My fellow citizens will make their 
decision, realizing and weighing the responsibilities 
they are undertaking. My fellow citizens must not con- 
sider these statements to be made in order to point out 
the importance of affairs, and they must not jump to 
the conclusion that I am seeking a means of pressure so 
that they should vote for me or the Republican People's 
Party. I do not claim for a moment that the safe road 
in the foreign policy of the country can be found by 
our patriotism and skill alone. I simply fear lest 
there be exaggeration in criticizing us, and lest e 
policy of smiling on all be followed instead of a frank 
policy for the country. I know that the method of 
‘makeshift' which is very popular in the old Hast cannot 
put off or deceive any state in the \/est, and none of 
the great states in particular. ‘The only road to safety 
is to know our causes clearly, and to see and speak 
bravely. 


"and now I pass to domestic policy. Our aim is 
to base our present domestic political life - which we 
attained at the cost of long efforts - on strong founda- 
tions, and without giving rise to rebellion or crisis. 
I shall feel no resentment for the excesses and desioens 
unjustly directed egainst my person and our party. I 
firmly hope that once the elections are over, nerves 
will be calmed, the storms appeased and the efficient 
work of civil administration will take on tiomentum. In 
our new life one of the main tasks our Government will 
take in hand and perform perseveringly is that of 
improving the living standard of the Government employees 
in general. Naturally this task which is a continuing 
one depends on our financial and general possibilities. 
I realize, however, that our legislative mechanism is 
placed in the foreground of our new political life. 
the preservation of the citizen's pride; and the appli- 
cation, without deviation or hitch, of the country's 


laws 
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laws on the path to liberty and democracy depend on the 
ability and feeling of justice of our legislators. That 
is why the principles to be adopted toward a better 
functioning of our legal machinery will come first. 


"To prevent the Court of Cassation from busying 
itself with useless details, it would be appropriate to 
establish Courts of Appeal, to train better judges and 
to contemplate special clauses with regard to their 
personnel's compensation and retirement allowances. I 
repeat that judges and sound laws are necessary to help 
the different political views of our citizens to follow 
the right path without causing enmity or trouble. The 
manifestation of the people's determination will allow 
us to pass from the tense period of the elections to the 
period of tranquillity and fruitful work. ‘The true and 
loyal manifestation of this resolution on the part of the 
people constitutes a common success, and legal duty, and 
a question of personal pride for all of us. Those of 
our officials charged with running the elections will 
have the courage and self-confidence to apply without 
flinching the provisions of the law to every citizen or 
party. The manifestation of the free citizen's free 
vote is a legal obligation and a duty of conscience for 
us. Any power established without the nation's approval 
has no value or legal basis. Likewise, no propaganda 
at all aimed at depriving our nation from its value or 
material or moral resistance will have value either, 
once the nation has expressed its will. I try to explain 
and I repeat untiringly that the most essential thing is 
that the nation itself should have self-confidence, and 
that in the elections it is the nation's free will which 
manifests itself. 


"Tl find courage in myself to ask you to vote for 
me and for the honored Party whose President I am. We 
are confident that if you vote for us, we shall find the 
right roads in the domestic and foreign policy of the 
country, and that we shall attain achievements in the 
advancement and rising of the country which will please 
you. It is for you to decide." 


After finishing his speech the President said that 
an announcement of the People's Party cendidates for 
deputyship in the Grand National Assembly would be made 
public on July 19, 1946. Recordings of the President's 
speech were rebroadcast periodically over Radio Ankara 
in the days following. A copy of the Anatolian Agency's 
full translation of the speech from Turkish into French 
is attached to the originel of this despatch. 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


a, eer sem 


Herbert S. Rursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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ankara. 17,a.a,- : 
voici Le texte de ta proclamation Lue ce soir a 20 héures 


a la radio d’ankara par Le president du parti republacain du 
peuple ismet indnu : : 


citoyennes, citoyens, 

dans quelques jours, vous prendrez unc decision definitive 
pour elire Les députes, pour designer coux qui adminis tront 
notre chere patrie. me plagant au-dessus des contingences de= 
sagreables, a un moment ou des critiques de toutes sortes voient 
Le jour, c’est avec des sentaments de joic que j’attends Les 
elections. Le fait qua Les nouvelles elections se font a un seul 
degre avec La participation de tous Les citoyens, est un gram 
Succes pour notre nation. cette ctape constituait un desir qui 
nous etait cher. elle forme Le resultat d’un programme que nous 
avons poursuivi avec perseverence depuis de Longues anne¢és. je suas 
devenu president de La republigue en automne 1938, au printemps 
1939, La tchecoslovaquie et L’albanic furent occupees, ouvrant 
la seconde crise mondiale. avant que celle-ci prenne fin, avec 
la deposition des armes au printemps 1945, nous avons proclame 
que toutes exigonces de La democratie scront realisees dans be 
Pays. durant La guerre, nous. nous sommes efforces, aussi bien par 
les debats au sein du parti quc par Les Larges discussions du 
haut de La tribune do L’assemblec, de faire en sorte qua te pays 
Puisso supporter Lo franc-parler, meme dans Les moments critiques, 
maintonant, en 1946, nous procedons a des elections a un soul 
degre et, au milieu des polemiques de partis, en pensant aux dese 
tineos du pays, nous demandons que Lo citoyen decide, conscient 
de sa responsabilite, 1b cst juste que L’ouverture dé cette nove 
vellLe etape avancee dans La democratie turque soit comsaderec comme 
un progres qui nous donnera a tous de La joie. 

je voudrais maintenant analyser Les critiques formules contre 
ma personne et contre Le parti republicain du peuple dont je 
suis le president. 

je vois que Le principal defaut qu’on me reproche est qua jo 
corserve La presidence du parti tout on etant president de La 
repubLique. j*a1 analyse tres franchement cette question au grand 
congres du parti. c'est La unc question constitutionnelle, 

notre constitution rassemble tous Les pouvoirs au sein de 
L?assemblee, Le president de la republ:cuc qui est Lo chef de 
Uretat no possede aucun pouvoir qu'il prrerait employer a un 
moment ou dans L’ adminis tration du pays Les interets superieurs 
et L’equalibre L' exigent. seulement, Le president de La repubLique 
etant naturelLlement onvisage comme dovant etre te Leader du parti 
de La majorite, 1lL a ete prevu quc son autorite morale, en cette 
qualite, pourrart corserver L’equilibre et L’harmonie. ib n’y a 
aucun obstacle Legal empochant Le president de La repubtique d’etre 
Prosidont de parti. L’irresponsabilite du president de ‘la republi- 
gue ne veut pas dire qu’1l doit rester indifferent dans L’accom= 
plissement de sa tache dans Les travaux de .L?assemblee. si un 
Parti procede dans Le pays a des actie~ ° .ture a engager 
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des responsabilites, 1l existe aussi des hommes qui en re j 
pondrgnt 
abisan dc son rrespénsabitate, Uarsomslse cok te Seer Tua ah 
demznder Riche Re e, assembLec est La pour Lui en 
4 cars selon notre corstitution, La possibilite pour le chef 
e etat d’accomplir un devoir, est Lice a ce qu’il s’appuie a 
une majorite dans L’assemblece ceci etant, il est aussi de ses 
droits naturels, comme de chaque citoyen, qu’il travaille pour 
gagner Les elections,quand il s’y presente avec son parti. 
malLgre toutes ces considerations, soutenir que quiconquc 
devenant president de La republique rompe ses attaches avec Les 
partis politiques constitue une these qu’on pout defendre,. pour 
Soutenir cette these, 1l importe d'cnvisager cn meme temps Les 
mesures qu’elle comporte. le presadent de la repubLlique devrait 
etre designe independamment des deputes et par unc election a part, 
il devrait disposer de certairs pouvoirs definis a L’egard du 
gouvernement et dé la grande assembles . ceux qui demandent que 
mol, je ne reste pas president du parti, s’ils soulevaient un tel 
probleme cons titutionmeL, auraient pris cn main une these juridique 
bign comprehensible. 
designer President de La repubLique non pas Le Leader d*un 
parti, mais un membre quelconquc de ce parti ou bien encore un 
depute elu par L’appui d’un.parti sous forme d’independant, c’est 
Soumettre Le chef d’etat a une influence outre qu’au serment qu’il 
pretera devant la grande assemblee. en turquie, toute combinaison 
placant le chef d'etat, sans qu’il ait une autorite Logale ou 
morale, sous L’influence d’un parti politique, entrainera des 
corsequences pleins d’inconvenients. Lo temps Le demontrera. il est. 
tout-a-fait clair qu’1il s’agit directement de la question de mon 
maintien ou non a la tete de L’etat. 1b est un droit naturel, pour 
mes concitoyens de parler ouvertement de ce probleme au moment 
des elections. au cours de chaguc periode electorale, ils sont 
tenus de penser aussi, Lorsqu’ils donneront Leur suffrage, a cebul 
qu’?ils voudraient voir a La presidence de La republique. c’est 
pourquoi 1l ne me vient jamais a L’ idee de m’offusquer ou de me 
ressentir des propos tenus autour de ma personne au cours des 
elections. ce que je ne comprends pas chez mes adversaires, c’est 
qu’ils semblent me vouloir et qu’ils desirent en meme temps L’echec 
du parti dont je suis Le chof, tous mes concitoyens devraient 
savoir que mon retrait de La presidence de La republique serait 
une chose toute naturelle si mon parti venait a perdre aux elections 
ou si mon parti, bien qu’obtenant La majorite, mol personnellement 
je n’etais pas clu depute. par ces mots, j’1indique La voie toute 
tracce a ceux de mes concitoyens qui veulent se debarrasser dé mol, 
le caractere trompeur des suggestions faites dans Les propagandes 
ga et La telles que :’’indni restera a notre tete, et Le parti 
du peuple s’en ira’’, est evident. 
les critiques dirigecs contre Lo parti republicain du peuple 
visent Les programmes des youvernements de co parti et ses reali- 
sations. j’cntends dire que Les ecoles primaires baties dans Les 
villages et Les charges qu’elles comportcnt pour Les concitoyens 
constituént L’un des objets dé La campagne electorale. nous nous 
occupons de ce probleme voici depuis vingt ans et Le procede que 
nous sommes en train de suivre est Le chemin que nous avors trouve 
a notre troisieme essai. nous croyons fermemant que nous ne 
saurons assurer le redresscment du villagcois et Le progres du 
pays, avant d’avoir pourvu au moins de L’ instruction primaire, 
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La grande masse du peupla, femmes et hommes. Le reglement du 
Probleme de L’ instruction primaire dars Les villages dans un 
delai de dix ans est entre dans La vole de La possibilite. en 
suivant cette voile, il ast de notre devoir d’aider nos villa= 
geols, dans los difficultss auxquelles ils ne pourraient. pas 
faire face, d’alleger et de Leur faciliter La tache. en tout 
cas, nous aurons constamment en vue Les moyens d’assurer a mes 
concitoyens Les villLagcois, ba construction des ecoles, La ou 
l'on eprouve des difficulies et selon Les Lieux et La nature . 
de cos difficultes. 14 ost impossible que Le probleme des 
ecolas de village devicnne pour Les concitoyens un sujet do 
souffrance sars rcmsde. s1 nous etiorns capables de negliger la 
droiture et Le serieux dars Les questions nationales nous aurions 
bien su eviter que Le susdit probleme ro constitue contre nous 
un sujet de procagandc dans tes electioxs. 
aam1, au Liou Je sucnrimer totalercnt lL? impot sur Les 
Produzts du sot gs? evint a 120 millions de Livres par an, nous 
aurioms ou narfartement st reteninr Les 40 millions pour couvrir 
les frais ces ecoles go village. nous wm Lt'avons pas fait. ce 
Proces3 etait pour ainsi f2re La continuation des dimes, ne fut= 
ce qus sur ure puus peta echelle. La aine et Le: impots sur 
Les produits du sol qua cat durs pendant des sigcles, ont ete 
une c.us2 essentielle engeshant Le devetcppement de La vie 
econonicue st sociate cu paysan, Les constructions d'ecoles 
qui sont evelues arjourd’'t1 a une somma annuelle de 30 millions 
ne porront pas etre - isees, meme avec 50 millions, sans 
Le.syst2me d’aice dup n. ou alors, av Ligu de construire 
2000 eccles par an, noi!ls <n aurions construit 200, et nous 
auricts mis 100 ans pour un travail que nous allons achever 
en dix. enun mot, nous civ yons que Le procede quia ete trouve 
est couusorn.a a nos beso » pour Les difficulLtes Locales, nous 
allows prodiguer d’une maniere continue nos aides a nos paysans, 
selon 42 goiec-wcus de cos difficultes. nous avons fo1 que nous 
atteindronms de va sorte Li resultat posiiif attendu. 

nous ne pouvors pas asandonner Le probleme de L’enseignement 
primairs dans Les villaces. nous ne saurions Le retarder et Le 
faire trainer. Le rendemcrt du paysan, dans Le savoir profession- 
Wel, dans la vie industrictle et dans Lec services de L’armee 
ne pcut etre pour Le moins double, que par L’enseignoment pri- 
maire. 

La Loi sur La distribution des terrcs est L’une des causes 
principales de L’coposition a Laquulle nous sommes en but 
‘aujourd’hui, or, dans La nationalisation des terres -tant dars 
Les Localates a territoires etendus que cans celles a territoires 
restreiots, 1b a ete resurve aux proprieiaires suf fisemment de 
ter 1, et La Lor a su prendrs on consijacration ceux dotes 
d? ins lations ct d’equipoments , selon cs possibilites et 
conditions Inestae. malgre cela, certains de nos politicicrs 
qui font teavail .ee Les citoyens dars Lours fermes a titre de 
metayors ou J?associas, m: nous pardonnent pas L’eventualite 
de voir ces memes formes distribuess a ccs metayers ou associes. 
Sl av icu de songer 1u grand probleme cu pays, n us nous etions 
asSigi.% comme aspiraticer de nous maintenim au pouvoir, nous 
WaurivTm pas souleve courna nous Les grinds proprictaires de 
terrein dui cont partout .¢flusnts, a L’?’assemblee comme dans 
Le pays, nous somes persuades que ce prooleme est La source 
du selut pour notr2 poupls:,et nous comptcns sur le bon sens et 
le pniviotisme de beauco'n de nos coneitcyans, grands proprie= 
taircs terricms, / 
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: je connais a : 
ne connait eskigehir un val 
est Le seat ie Ia a laquelle it oa 2 a eens ou personne 
eskisehir un proprietaire de ferm onde, et tout Le vallage 
sonne ne village d’emigres, forid @. je-connais, toujours 9 
Pareils pg un déntim de terrauts it ya 70 ans, et ou haps 
ges Retrmn Senepene, Se athe pave Laan des exemp Les 
fait de Sentiellos et f + revendiquer pour L 
voir Le cit ermer erm meme t pour Le pays 
actes impossib oyen turc mener u emps Les yeux sur L 
le pays an ~ les a accomplir pou ne vie d’esclave, sont d @ 
f urc de L’etat r notre parti. no es 
Ege oat clest avec oe Saniaiae. Bhesk te ny albons sauver 
ey seront faites de ae f que nous ferons fp ee 
au oe ee des Soe eee , aux critiques 
tl sl Grarea dee c eer clectorale, ef. aa en avant contre nous 
arbres. ers de se ‘ Y ans que ce ’ 
Sencha tron tee orapeaneatee g i 
es m as ose é stes de L 
sont ie | Demers et ee a mettre Behe de 
oute im i a subic ! 
S agin s 
bua A allie parti, durant as. bl de ce chef 
en cours hl Me aed d2s Tarek, Lisgene, a eu prendre sur 
danger des ys civilise : rmement aux 
2 se trouv e. Le pays est pro codes 
denud er, dans un de¢ confronte 
ce noo leh lg gevenar ee ee detre at A eles 
Orauieres aaene” Lan ue te ttk ie ee Se a neg lige 
butte mes eaneiust diffacultes wir 4 occupons. dopant ae 
Plus de 100 ec ens, etaient bi -es se trouvaient 
xpLoitations en grandes. a en 
ont beaucou lons couvrant Le’ pres La creat 
p dimini : is e pays 1on de: 
gave. certains Local tes, ga cease oe ae plaintes 
e temps, Le » €t il est possibl ree circonserites 
dans Le b » Les moyens d’exist s e d’assurer e 
gsoln. des stence des con nun court 
applications es que Les difficul citoyens quis 
auron ¥ tes pas ont 
des resultats one surmontecs, Les Maeyere surane ontee ane 
: é t satisf 
aun oe oe deoobes, de terres et ‘ arts 
qui, tout Tan Te pes assurent aucun Fo bli Targte aes 
pour La propa ire constituent des 314 aarticulier, mais 
Les prend eases politioque diriges ets riches et feconds 
consideration 2 contre nous, notre 
Supreme du p n comme programm . re parti ne 
peuple turc et 9 ogramme que dans U? 
mes concitcyens et pour L2 consol ? interet 
- songaient a L? idation de son 
u a mn i ave 
Te ae ee tee ‘amportance et a La bonne evant So 
pti aie: coccr multe eet @ oer aie 
“iipant de longues Bl ae est Le resultat arias dente 
a vie chere est caal ; yses 
les ‘ st caalcment une dé 
Leg seuverngannts du parti ml teh era taques dspace wont 
reside dare Bagh beee sai economaque dans A sete la cause fonda= 
manente. on mut oun Ene mondiale et oe ts eee 
sans qu’il soit fos 5 e tant qu’on veut Les discus isation per- 
de ta guerre. t re sible d’ccartor da La vuc L’ ssions de detail, 
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Or, Quand je me suis retire du gouvernement en 1937, on me 
reprochait principalement La vie chere. malgre ces considerations 
1l reste douloureusement vral que Les citoyens appointes ou a 
revenus restreints ont vu baisser Lour standard de vie a La suite 
de La cherete . durant Les anneas de guerre, ces concitoyens ont 
consenti Les plus Lourds sacrifices. le premier devoir de notre 
Societs, au cours dos prochaines annas, sera d’alleger Les priva- 
tions de ces concitoyers. 

‘on toute eguite, 1l ya Lieu de prendre en consideration une 
autre attention des gouvernements du parti republicain du peuple. 
cecil corsis te dans La protection des citoyens cultivateurs qui cons- 
tituent La majorite de La masse de La nation. nous pouvons dire, 
en reunissant nos vues sur L’ ensemble du pays, qu’ aujourd’hui nos 
Paysans no se trouvent pas a_un niveau inferieur a celLu1 auquel ils 
Se trouvaient en 1939, en cffot, Le fait que devant des eventualites 
et deg devoirs da toutes sortes Le pays se trouve fort et endurant, 
est dO a ce que nos citoycns villagecois n’ont pas connu Les memes 
souffrances que nos citoyens appointes. si L’on considere ce re= 
sultat sur L’echelle de ta totalite du p2ys, on verra combien Les 
gouvernements du parti republicain du peusle .ont protege Les 
citoyens vil ageois. d’aillours, Lo redressoment de nos villageois, 

leur relevement ct L’elevation deleuw standard de vie constituent 
un des problemes essenticls de m2 vie politigua. donner de L*instruc= 
tion primairc aux villagz01s, Los rcndre proprictaires de terre et 
et valoriser Lour recolte, sont nos premieres mesures, trouver 
de nouveles ressources pour coux qui sont en difficulte pour vivre 
des chefs de La question des forets et de L’clevage des choevres, 
constitue pour nous une affaire pressantc. doter Les groupes de 
vilages de medecins en permanence , a L’instar des vilies, rappro- 
her L’ instruction techniguc at Les ateliers de ces groupes de 
viliages, seront parmi nos travaux Les plus proches, 

mes concitoyens ne doivent pas ignorer que ce pays donnalt a 
son armee Les 40 pourcent de son budget avant La guerre mondiale 
et un montant depassant pri-fois Les 60 pourcent de celui=c1 durant 
Les annees de guerre, le fait que dans cette situation Liee a La 
Situation politique mondicle et a La securite de La patrie, Le pays 
ait pu attcimire le salut et qu’il.ait reussi a affectuer un grand 
nombre de travaux de construction, doit etre compte pour Les gouver= 
nements de La repubLique comme un service digne d’ectre signale. 

je vais citer un autre point a mes concitoyers. Le fait que Le 
revenu national a augmento dans L’?ensemble ge notre vie economique, 
est un signe qui montre que Las programmes du parti repubLacain du 
peuple sont justes. nous pouvons meme dire gue notre revenu national 
d?aujourd’hu1 a augmente par rapport a celui de 1959, ainsi je 
finis de parler des critiques ossenticls avances contre nous. je 
ne trouve pas utile d’entrer dars Le domaine des sujets de Propa- 
gande qui pauvent etre considcres comme des questions de detail et 
auxqucls on ne pourra jamais repondre entierenant. 

entre autres, on parle dé nomoreux abus. La grandc assembled 
nationale et Les gouverncnients dé La republLique poursuivirent avec J 

plus ‘grande attention Les abus ds toutes sortes. Les gouvernements 
du parti republicain du peuple n’ont jamais Laisse a mi-chemin 
La poursuite d’une affaire Louche dui s’ast revelec dans Leur sein 
et les ont toutes deferees a la justice au vu et au su de La 
nation.notre parti marchsra dars La moms vole egaloment dans 
l'avenir, jo peux dire avec courage Gu’au cours de La seconde 
guerre mondiale, lL’ administration turque a passe une grande epreu. 
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a@ probitc. du sein de son armez pour Laquelie elle a depense des 
mitlLiards, pas un seul riche n’ost sorti que L’on puisse montrer 
du doigt. aucun proprietaire de ferme n’a surgi d’entre nos 
ouverneurs dont Le standard de vie a considerablement baisse. si 
‘administration n’ctait probe, coux qui tenaient entre Leurs mains 
les fabrigues d’ectat et ceux qui controlaient toutes sortes de 
commerce auraient di faire beaucoup de choses. en ces moments ou 
t'on dit tant de choses contre nous, nous nous trouvons devant La 
nation, propres et Les fronts hauts. 

il y eut de La speculation, de L’accaparement et du marche noir 
dars Le pays. Les gouvernements s’en occuperent de toutes Leurs 
forces. Les concitoyens qui furent voles se plaignont. Les accapa- 
reurs que nous poursuivons se plaignent davantage encore. ce sont La 
des maux inherents a La crise de guerre et constituent de riches 
-sujets de propagande pour nes adversaires politiques. La verite 
est que Les devoirs ont cte sericusement accomplis, avec Le tout 
sentiment qui caracterise le citoyen honnete. 

mes chers concitoyenrs, 

Le sort du pays est entre vos mains. jc veux que vous con = 
naissiez tous Les problemes, tcls qu’ils se posent. je vous. expli- 
queral maintenant Les grandes questions politiques qui se placent 
au-dessus des sujets journalicrs de La campagne electorale. depuis 
que je suis devenu president’ de Lae republique, nous poursuivons 
une seule politique etrangere. je ne vous raconteral pas une fois 
de plus comment cette pelitique @ marche durant La guerre mondiale. 
je Laisse a L’ histoire de juger de cette poriodc. mais, je m’arretc~- 
rai sur Le fait Gue La situation dans L’apres-guerre est importante 
et critique pour Le monde entier ct specialemont pour notre patric. 
aujourd’hui, notre pays se trouve confronte par des questions 
pouvant revetir une importance aussi grande qu’elles avaient én 191% 
1L est probable que La question dos dotroits ot partant do Lalasecr 
rite d’istanbul et de ses environs soit mise sur Le tapis. pour nos 
provinces crientales, Les comites sont en action dans Les quatre 
coins du monde. ces questions interssscnt L’existence ct L’ indepen- 
dance de La nation tout entiere. aujourd’hui ,nous tenons sous Les 

-armes autant de soldats que pendant La guerre.malgre toutes Laos 
difficultes auxquelleas cela raviznne au pays,nous ne pouvons 

pas encore diminuer Le nombre de nos soldats. l’ctablissemont 
prompt et definitif de La paix pour toutes Les nations dans Lo 
monde,est notre voeu Le plus sincere. cette paix sera-t-eblle 
etabLie ou non.nous ne saurions Le preciser. 

que La paix soit ou ne'soit pas ctablie,nous oe voycons 
pas non plus d’une facon claire a L’ horizon Les evcntualites~ ot 
les sacrifices auxquels nous ssrions obliges de faire face notre 
devoir est de moncr au salut La cause de La nation turdque 
qui aime La paix,qui n’a de visee sur La propricte de personne 
et qui est resolue a ne fairo aucun sacrifice de ses propros 
droits et de sa propre terre. tout notre etre est domine par Lo 
noble enthousiasme de ce devoir.nous avons foi. que dams ses 
grandes Lignes,notre politique etrangere actuclle nous mancra 
au salut. nous sommes sdrs que notre nation continuvera a nous 
appuyer dans La politique etrangere que nous pcursuivons. 

: je ne ferai pas de la politique de securite a L’egard de 
L%etranger une pierre angulaire dans La campagne electorale,je 
sais tres bien gue Les droits sacres de La nation,ses territoires 
bien-aimes et son independance qui Lui est plus precieuse que La 
vie ,moritent pour tout concitoyon comme pour moi-memc,d’etro 
envisages cn tout promicr Lieu.'mcs -compatriotes decideront 
- 6onscicnts de Lours actes 2t en pesant Les responsabilites qu'il: 
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asSument. que mes concitoyens considerent ces paroles comme ayant 
ete prononces pour mettre cn relicf L’importance des probLemes+ 
qu’ils ne pensent pas que je cherche a faire pression,en Les 
influant,pour Les amenor a votor pour moi ou pour Le parti re- 
pubLicain du peuple.je n’ai jamais pretandu que La voice salutaire 
dans La politique .ctrangere du pays pourrait etre trouvee unique= 
ment par notre patriotismc ct habilctc-mais jo ¢rains qu'on 
ne tombe dans L’eoxageration d’ctre mecontent de nous ot qu’au 
Licu d’unc politiqua franche pcur Lo pays,on noe poursuiVe une 
politique tout cn sourire ernvers tout Le monde.jo sais que La Veie 
de temporisation tres on voguc dars L’ ancien orient,ne saurait 
Leurrer ct tromper aucune puissance a_ L’occident,tout particu- 
Lierement aucune des grandes puissances.connaitre franchement 
nos probLames ,Les envisager et on parler courageusemont,voila 
L *unique chomin du salut. 

je passe maintenant,a La politique intcricure.notre but est 
de faire asseoir sur des bases solides,sans Nrovoquer des sou= 
Levements et des ebranlements,la vie actuelle de politique 
interieure que nous nous sommes assuree apres de Longues peines. 
je n’eprouverai aucun ressentiment a causc dos exces et des 
combinaisons de La campagne electorale dirigoe injustement contre 
notre personne et notre parti.j’ai ble ferme espoir qu'une fois 
Los elections terminees,los nerfs seront calmes,los caux soule= 
vees par La tempete scront apaisees et que Le travail productf 
de L’administration du peuple acquecrera un grand clan. dars 
notre nouvelic vie,l’un des premiers travaux que Le gouverne- 
ment prendra en mains et s’y appliqucra constamment ce sera en 
general ,de rajustor Le standard de vie des fonctionnaires, cect 
depend naturellement des capacites du tresor ot du pays et cons= 
tituo une tache continue. cepcndant je constatc que L’impor- 
tance de notre appareil judiciaire se trouve placee au premier 
plan dans notre nouvel e vie politique. la sauvegarde de La 
dignite du citoycn et L’ application sars deviation ni accroc des 
lois du pays,dans la voie da Liberte et de domocratic,dcpement 
du savoirefaire et du sentiment de justico de nos magistrats. 
aussi,les mesures a adopter pour rendre notre apfareil judi- 
ciaire apte a fonctionner plus facilement,viennent-clles avant 
toutes Les autres. il serait bien approprie pour eviter a La cour 
de cassation de s'occuper d’innombrables details ,d’etablir 
immediatement des cours d’appel,de <7ro¢eder a-une moilicure 
formation de nos juges et d’onVvisager des ¢lausss spectalos 
pour Leur standard de vie et do bours pensiors.pcur que Les 
diverses opinions politiques parmi les concitoyens puissent 
suivre une Voie saine,sans proveducr da L’animosite ot des troublos 
cocl demande ,je le repetc,des judges ect des bonnes Leis. La 
manifestation d2 la volonte du peuple nous permottra de passer 
La periode d’encrvement des elections ct d’atteindre colle de 
la tranquillite et du travail fructucux. La manifestation reslle 
et Loyale de cette volonte du peuple,censtitue un succes corinun, 
un devoir Legal et une questirn de dignite personncle Pour nous 
tous. nos fonctionnaires appolos a dirigqer Los aLSakiae auront 
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Le courage ot La confiance en soi d’appliquer sans cilber Les sti- 
pulations de la Lot a _l’egard de tous concitoyens et de tout parti, 
La manifestation du suffrage libre du Libre citoyen est pour 
nous une obligation Legale ct un devoir de conscienec. te pouvoir 
etabli sans ta Volonte du pouple n’a aucune valeur et aucune 
assiso Legitine.do mome,n’ auront aucune importance. ,une fois que 
la nation aura manifoste sa Volonto, La propagande tendant a 
Lui oter sa Valeur et La resistanco materielle ou morale 
qu’on ¥ opposera. je mefforce d’indiguer et je repete sars 
me Lasser que L’essentiol est quo La nation elic-meme ait foi 
que dars Les elections c’est la volonte Libre de La nation qui 
s’est revelec. 
citoyannes ,citoyers ,:: : 

je trouve en toi-le courage de vous demander de donner vos 
suffrages a moi et au gloricux parti dont je suis Lo president. 
nous avons ¢onfianée que,si Vous nous donnez Vos votes, nous 
saurors trouver Les voies justos dans La politique intericure et 
extertourc du pays,et obtenir des succes qui vous satisferont 
dans Le domaine du progres et du relevement du pays. c’est a 
vous de decider. 
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Voting yesterday took place on whole in 
remarkably calm, orderly and fair conditions. This 
was distinctly case in Istanbul and Ankara where we 
were able to observe closely voting through one day. 
Initial reports such as that heard on BEC Radio this 
morning to effect Democratic Party had received sub- 
stantial majority in Istanbul and Izmir believed 
based on claims by Democrat leaders and their news- 
papers. While Democrats may have gsined majority in 
certain cities it is not clear they have carried 
provinces in which these cities are located. In any 
case official returns for such provinces as Istanbul, 
Ankara, Izmir will not be known until tonight or 
tomorrow and results for country as whole probably 
not before Wodnesday. 
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SPA Stating that never during Turkey's 25 years 
ocD as Republic has political etmosphere been so tanse 
SPD as during present Parliamentary elections, TAUD 
FC July 21 major article by S Belinkoy afYirns that 
orc considerable section population expresses diis= 
OPT satisfaction with Govt Nationsl Republican Party, 
PL which according to Progressive circles, is fully 
pe.R responsible for economies discerders, mass poverty, @ 
and present hard times. o 
| Main cause party covrease im popularity ssid te e 5 
| be its disastvous wartime policy, whereby Turkish oO 
| econony was adapted to German interests, ot fo) 
| percent of all exports going to Germany; its ux ~ 
friendly attitude to Soviet Union evidenced by per- NJ 
mitting Garman planes and svias to penetrate inte 1 
Soviet territory, and German Iteiten varsl Ny 
pass through straits in violation ¢ ol. 
Obligations. Just as fault: hb | 
lay in serving foreign interests to wm 
Balkan Entente, so 1b now sits to conduct o 
foreign pelicy as "foreign sdiary" 
East, Fanally Turkisn ot without J 
infiuen conducts unbridled anti-Sov 
having, broken with poling preat Ataturic.. 
Party's daternational policy, article continves, 
also veveals its bankruptey. Number ave ssive 
journalists are still in prison; although political 
parties may now be orpenized, obstacles are placed 
in their way; olectoral law contains clauses perme 
ting party to retain its power; there ta wo repres TT s 
sentation on WFTU as resi trade onions have long ™ { 
been suppressed; and miserable wages are sane tLoned. \ 
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Maintaining that in these conditions 
Parliamentary elections are being conducted in 
same manner as municipal elections, article states 
that reports of mass intimidation are rife and that 
police agents prevent representatives democratic 
party from checking electral registers even in many 
districts Istanbul. It concludes that National 
Republican Party is stopping at nothing to obstruct 
creation democratic front as it realizes that only 
by this means can it retain its position. 
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While fian]l cfficial election results not yet 
issued preliminary reports indicate that in fifty- 
three vilayets in which elections results appear 
to be known, Peoples Party has won about 322 seats 
with Democrats and Independents together vinning 
about 34 seats. Results still pending in ten 
vilayets with total of 109 seats, including Ankara 
and Istanbul. 


In Istanbul situation is very confused. There 
has been inexplicable delay in publication of final 
results. This seems to have greatly impaired favorable 
impression created by manner in which voting took 
place on Sunday. Strong charges are being made by 
Democrat Party headquarters and by Harshal Chaknak 
regarding falgification of lection results as 
originally established at the polls. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, July 25, 1946 
DaRARTHT OF wid a} 






re! 


RESTRICTED AUG 1.” 


No. 993 
WEP EASYE? AFFAIRS 





Subject: Istanbul Area Martial Law Ooi 
Action Against Newspapers Publishing Pro- 
vocative Articles, 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. AED 


Sir: &6 > 


With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. ft July 25, 1946 
regarding certain items of interest in the press of that day, I have 
the honor to quote herewith the text in translation from Turkish (as 
given in ULUS, Ankara, July 25) of the proclamation of General Asim 
Tinaztepe, Commander of the Martial Law Zone on July 24: 


~~ “No measures were taken against the various grave publications 
"made in Istanbul newspapers in the days preceding the elec- 
‘tion, lest it should make it difficult for the national 
will to be realized in complete freedom, But now that the 
election has been completed in an atmosphere of great calm- 
ness and security, our people should live with feelings of 
reciprocal affection and respect, and should not be exposed 
to any provocation. Notwithstanding, it is noted that certain 
newspapers continue their grave publications, in particular, 
with respect to the election results, of a nature to sow doubt 
in the minds of citizens and consequently to imperil the calm 
\ of the country. I hereby proclaim that the continuation of 
such provocations will not be allowed in the zone of martial 


“| > law, and that the Command of Martial Law will take action 


against such publications." 


A state of martial law has been in effect in the provinces of 
Istanbul, Edirne, Kocaeli, Kirkareli, Tekirdag, and Ganakkale since 
November 23, 1940, and was last extended for six months (to December 
23, 1946) by the Grand National Assembly on May 14, 1946 (Embassy's 
despatch no. 818 of May 17, 1946). 


By the terms of section IV, Article 3, Part Two, of the Law on 
Martial Law (no. 3832, approved May 22, 1940) the commander of martial 
law has the authority in these provinces "to forbid the printing and 
publication or the importation from abroad of newspapers, books and 
other printed matter, and to place under censorship the press, tele- 
erams and correspondence." 
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1, an 


bh : For the, assador: z 
i ee 


td Herbert S. Bursley 
: ee ee Counselor of Embassy 
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+. EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankara, July 25, 1946 


Subject: President In&énf's Statement to the 
Turkish People After Completion of 
Assembly Election. 





DEPARTMENT GF STATE 


The Honorable Ao ke 


if ong 
The Secretery of State, | AUGI any) 
Washington. puvaston woot 
é> WEAR EASTERK AFFAIRS 
tOa >, 
With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. 799 of a 
July 25, 1946, regarding certain items of interest in the 
press of that day, I have the honor to quote herewith in trans- 
lation from Turkish the complete text of President Indni's 
brief message to the Turkish people upon the completion of 
the elections for membership in the Grand National Assembly 
(as published in Ulus, Ankara, July 25, 1946): 





ay Sir¥ . 5 





¢ 
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"To my countrymen, 

= “The new election is over. The Turkish netion has, with 
the participation of a great proportion of men and wamen electors, 
elected its deputies. It is a great achievement for our country 
that the new Grand National Assembly has been constituted of 
members of warious parties and of independent deputies. I 
heartily congratulate the nation. We now enter upon a new era 
in the netional life of Turkey. It is our first duty, above 
all, to forgive and forget reciprocally the angry words of the 
election period, and to open a period of calm and work in the 
country. As for the work in the Grand Nationel Assembly, it 
will be our duty to regulate the differences of opinion--in 
reciprocal esteem--so as to be creative for the country. We 
shall pass the test of having parties in power and parties of 
the opposition showing ability to work fruitfully together in 
the Grend National Assembly, in mnicipalities, and in the 
press. Success to be achieved in this test will be very 
fruitful for the present and future generations. We shall be 
very careful to see that the friendship between citizens is 
not impaired. I hope that the new Grand National Assembly will 
render our beloved country and nation valued services." 
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Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: © 


\ Ww <¢ % 
an Herbert S. Bursley NV 
File No. 800 Counselor of Embassy ‘ 


/ 


REGnede;mab / ay 
To the Department in Original and Hectograph © 
CC; Division of Near Eastern Affairs 












3 = 
5 9 
a™ 
z§ 
55 
8 
za 


ND; 





Ankara, July 25, 1946 


No. 992 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject: Turkish Election Dey, July 21, 1946. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 


: jp put # Re 
With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. 783 of 
July 22, 1946, describing the manner im which election day, 
Ply 21, passed in Turkey, I have the honor to report more 
lly on the matter. The results of the election will be dis- 
sed in a separate despatch, and the present report is 
tended to give a picture of the situation up to the end of 







Elaborate preparations were made by the Ministry of 
teriore-charged with responsibility for conducting the elec- 
ions--and its subordinate officials, governors, district and 
jub-district administrators. About ten days before the election, 
egistration lists were posted in all voting precincts through- 
out the country, and prospective voters were invited to inspect 
the lists to see that their names were on them. If a citizen 
believed himself to be qualified to vote and could not find his 
name on the registration list for his precinct, he could make 
e claim before the nearest court, which was required to render 
a decision within three days and, if he were found to be 
qualified to vote, have his name entered on the voting list. 


On election dey itself at Ankara, each voter appearing 
at the polling place applied to the poll officials who hed the 
registration list. After finding his name on the list, he 
Signed his name beside it (or, if illiterate, put his fingerprint 
in place of his Signature) and then received a brown paper 
envelope, stamped with the Government seal. Available nearby 
were official People's Party, Democrat, and occasionally National 
Resurgency ballots, and the voter was free to place whichever 
he wished into the envelope which he himself then deposited 
in the ballot box. In numerous instances voters had prepared 
separate voting lists of their own which they put in the envelopes, 
and occasionally they put a Party list plus pepers with the names 
a 
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of one or two independents in the envelope after amending the 
main list to omit the requisite number of Party candidates 30 
that the total voted for would not exceed the province's number 
of deputyships. 


Members of the Embassy staff at Ankera and Istanbul and 
of the Consulate staff at Izmir toured the three cities and near- 
by villages throughout the election day. No evidence of pressure 
being put on the voters was to be seen. In all places visited 
the voting seamed to be taking plece in am orderly quiet fashion. 
Only by the fact that in some places the six-arrowed flag of the 
Republican People's Party was used es decoration in the voting 
Places (many of which were out-of-doors, in tea gerdens, or under 
tentecanopies) could any possible hint of People's Party pressure 
be seen. Newspaper reports from the provinces indicate that in 
general in the cities the voting was orderly except for minor 
brawls, especially at Izmir, However, in the country districts 
where the keaymakems (district administrators) and the gendarmerie 
comenders were in complete control, there have been numerous 
press reports of arbitrary action by these local officials. 
The most flagrant violation of the freedom of the elections 
apperently took place in Egme in the province of Manisa, where 
the kaymakam allegedly refused to allow Democrat ballots to be 
distributed at the polls and barred admission to the district to 
all Democrat Party observers. 


After the closing of the polls (open from eight aem, to 
Seven Pel. in most places) the precinct election officials in 
each instence immediately began tabulation of the votes, often 
in public view, with representatives of the competing parties 
present and checking the count. The opportunity for fraud in 
the tabulation presented itself after the votes had been come 
pletely checked, for the election committee alone (without 
representatives of the opposing perties) then made up its election 
report, ostensibly on the basis of the count made. Ballots were 
in most cases burned within twenty-four hours after the polling, 
so that no recount was possible. It is apparently in the election 
committees, both in the precincts and in the district and provincial 
tabuletion centers, thet the Republican People's Party organi- 
zation in a number of pleces wes able to alter the figures to give 
the victory to People's Party candidates, regardless of how the 
actual count for each candidate stood. 


The possibility of such action had been recognized by the 
opposition leaders as early as when the revised single-stage 
election law was discussed in the Grand National Assembly in 
June. The fact thet no representetives of the opposing parties 
could be present when the individual election committees’ official 
reports on the election results were made up was cited time and 
again, and although during the election campaign the cases of 
individual or mass pressures exercised by the People's Party 
organization on the voters made more interesting material for 
the daily press, the Democrat leaders all along are understood 
to have expected that if it seemed feasible, the People's Party 
counted ultimately more on its manipulation of the election com- 
mittees' reports than on influencing the actual voters themselves, 
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This fear wes especially felt when it was learned that despite 

the adjurations of the Minister of Interior, of the Prime Minister, 
and of the President of the Republic himself, to all public 
officials to act neutrally in the elections, the Secretary General 
of the People's Party was in direct communication with the 
governors of all the provinces, This was brought out dramatically 
a day or two before the elections when the young kaymekam of 
Akeekoca in the province of Bolu resigned his post because he 

had received a letter from the Governor of Bolu instructing him 

to cooperate entirely with the local People's Party authorities. 
The Governor, incidentally, was disciplined by the central 
Government by being given two months obligatory leave, but the 
kKeymakam was not reinstated. 


The candidates of the Republican People's Party had been 
proclaimed to the nation on Thursday, July 18, three days before 
the election, and the Democrat candidates for the individual 
provinces had been published during the days before, The People's 
Party nominated a candidate for each seat im the Assembly, 465 
in all, while the Democrats, still unorganized in a number of 
the eastern provinces, put up nominees in only forty-three of 
the country's sixtysthree provinces. Furthermore, there was 
overlepping in the Democrat lists, for Marshal (akmek, Celel 
Bayer and some of the other leading Democrats ran for election 
in several provinces at once, not only to strengthen the indi- 
vidual provincial lists but also to assure their election, from 
one district or another, to the Assembly. Furthermore, it is 
understood that they planned by winning more than one seat per 
candidate, to cause by-elections for the seate which they did 
not choose to occupy and profit from the tide favoring the Democrats 
to fill these vacated seats also with Democrats. 


Much interest was taken in the People's Party list of 
candidates, for it was felt that it would show whether the Party 
intended a rejuvenation, or whether it was content to follow the 
same conservative trend it has shown in recent years. The most 
rominent personality omitted from the list was Suad Hayri 

gtpla, whose resignation as Minister of Customs and Monopolies 
was forced early this year because of alleged manipulations in 
the coffee market. The other persons among the 152 former deputies 
from the last Assembly who were omitted from the Farty list for 
this election can be roughly classified as follows: 


1. Persons who because of age or physical disability 
were unable to continue their work in the Assembly. 


2. Certain younger men who were put in the Assembly as 
protegees of Memduh Sevket Esendal when he was 
Secretary General of the Party. Unfortunately this 
group included several of the more progressive English- 
speaking deputies. 


3. Those former deputies who hed seceded from the Party 
to form the Democrat Party--including Celal Bayar 
(although he resigned from the previous Assembly before 
completing his term), Adman Menderes, Fuat K&prflt, 


Emin Sazak, 
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Emin Sazak, Refik Koraltan, Dr. Cemal Tunca, and the 
independent (Democrat-Supported) Hikmet Bayur. 


4. Certaim other former members of the Assembly who were 
considered lukewarm in their loyalties to the Party, 
or were completely ineffective in their work. 


On the whole, the public judgment was that the People's 
Party had neglected an opportunity to meke a general housecleaning 
which was badly needed, and had been too conscious of old obli- 
gations and tradition in its choice of candidates to represent 
it. 


Of the 162 new nemes included in the list of People's Party 
nominees, the largest single group wes made up of provincial Party 
leaders, rewarded for their past work on the Party's behalf. 
Together with an equal number of Government officials - Governors, 
Ministry officials at Ankara, and local officials in the provinces - 
they occupied almost two-thirds of the list of new names. The 
remainder were lawyers, retired Army and Navy officers, professional 
men, and five women. Three representatives of the proletariat 
were nominated: a workman, a miner, and a Workmen's Guild president. 
In accordance with past practice, two Qreeks, an Armenian, and 
a Jew were nominated to represent these three minority groups. 

In the People's Party list a number of shifts of electoral dis- 
trict were made for the purpose of strengthening the ticket; 
instead of a previous hit-or-miss assignment of deputies to 
provinces, an effort was made to put as many as possible in dis- 
tricts with which they had previous connections. Of the new 
People's Party nominees one of particular interest to the Embassy 
is Dre Memduh Necdet Oteman, chief doctor of the Moris Sinasi 
Hospital, Manisa, built and supported with American funds. 


The Democrats in their nominations were careful to pick 
men with local connections in each district except for certain 
nationally known Democrats like Celal Bayar and the Democrat- 
sponsored independent Marshall Gakmak, who ran ss candidstes in 
Several districts. As was to be expected, no People's Party-named 
Government officials were among the Democrat candidates, who 
consisted mostly of professional and business men, plus a sprinkling 
of deputies, military figures, and diplomats of former years. 


Numerous independent candidates placed their names in nomination 
in the elections. At Istanbul alone the number of independent 
candidates exceeded 100, However, without a party organization 
to sponsor them, they stood little chance to win unless they were 
exceptionally well-known figures in their own campaign district. 


The week before the elections was one of real exhileration 
for the Turkish people. For the first time since the tonic days 
of the Constitutional revolution of 1908, they were having free 
discussion of issues and had before them the promise of a free 
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choice of candidates. Naturally, the week did not pass without 
Some fears that the situation seemed too good to be true. The 
opposition newspapers cited every evidence they could find of 
efforts of the People's Party to retain complete hold on authority, 
and some of the People's Party spokesmen alleged that the Democrats 
would put the people back in fezzes and destroy all the advances 
of the Republic's twenty-two and a helf years. All the time 
Turkey's international position was in the back of people's 

minds, and Moscow Radio mede things no easier by its disruptive 
talks on the election campaign. On July 20, the day before the 
election, the situation reached an uneasy quiet; the campaign 

was over, the election was yet to come. When the election hed 
begun and it was discovered in the large cities how normal the 
situation seemed to be and how freely the populace could vote, 
everyone breathed freer. By evening, when the polling had passed 
in relative cdlm and orderliness, there was a spirit of pride 

and elation evident everywhere. All that remained was the 
announcement of the results, and the people's will would be know. 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: 


dado Foe, 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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“rea martial law zone to the effect that since elections 
&Pa over and it is now important to prevent discord from 
arising among citizens, action will be taken henceforth 
Sgainst provocative writings, especially those liable to 
cast suspicions on the outcome of elections and to ; 
disturb general order. 


Third is statement by Celal Bayar repeating in strong 
language the charge of fraud and coercion in elections 
which, however, did not come as a surprise. 


Democratic Party has not yet indicated whether it 
intends as rumored to demand new elections in certain 
districts or whether it will accept results under protest. 


Democratic Party has called mass protest meeting 
Izmir this evening. Situation Izmir is uneasy. 
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rnd Taute altwnceh Democrats have majority in cities 
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President Inonu reelected deputy in Ankara and 
Warshnali Cakmeak and Celal Bayar clected in Istanbul. 


There ara yrsports of popular dissatisfaction in 
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YENI SABAH Opposition newspaper and 
GERCAGK new extreme Leftist newspaper both 
Istanbul have been closed indefinitely for 
alleged violation martial |.aw commander's 
order reported my telegram 799, July 25. 
YENI TURKIYE Democrat paper yesterday after-~ 
noon published blanks in parts of its main 
editorial. SONSAAT new Ovnposition paper 
published Celal Bayar's statement leaving 
various blank spaces with notation "so and 
sO many words omitted here". These actions 
apparently in protest against above mentioned 
order. 


Democrat meeting Izmir yesterday said 
to have been attended by 30,000 persons passed 
off without serious incident. 


Nothing yet definite known as to course 
Democrat Party will follow in view outcome 


elections. Generally believed that decision 
will not be released before Democrats meet 


in Ankara for session of (7?) August 5. = 
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Comment on Turkish elections (Embassy's 
telegram 794, July 24): 


(1) Actual voting on July 21 took place 
in fair and orderly manner causing great satis- 
faction throughout country. 


(2) This was followed in next days by 
bewilderment and dismay as first official results 
published denying Democrats any seats whatsoever 
in known Democrat strongholds such as Manisa, 
Aydin, Bursa, etc. There was furthermore in- 
explicable delay in announcing results in Istanbul. 
Foregoing gave rise to widespread suspicion and 


open charges by Democrat leaders of irregularities 
in counting vote. 


(3) Press was entirely free during electoral 
period. 


(*) Several prominent People's Party candidates 
failed election. 


(5) Democrat leaders 
SECRET 
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(5) Democrat leaders ali von seats, three 
having been elécted in more than one district 
which will mean by-elections for resulting 
vacancies. 


{6} One Jew, one Greek minority representative 
elected Democrats Istanbul. Previous Assembly 
had two Greeks, one Jew, one “Armenian all Peovle's 
Party. No other parties polled stgenificant 
vote. 


(73 Democrat Party representative new 
Assenbly beginning August 5 witli probably exercise 
much greater influence than numbers indicate. 
Aside from faw nationality known oppoaltion depurie 
who founded Demccrat Party, new Democrat deputies 
in main are younger men orla@lnating provinces 
they represent and familiar people's needs, deatres. 
People’s Party other hand hempered dy legacy 
many elderiy deputies, obtigations, nepotism and 
politicel debts. 





(8) Telk already circulating Democrats 
may wake Assenbdly so uwnoruly force another national. 
election within year. Although thus fer no 
fadization any attempt direct action by Democrats 
against government Psople's Party because nileged 
irreguinrities, situation still unclear espervially 
Aegean area. 


(9) In seeking evaluate this electcral 
experience it is helpful keep in mind Yurk po 
background. Reptblic has existed only since 
1923 and country was governed until Ataturtke's 
death in 1938 py benevolent despotism. When 
Inonu became President ne planned democratic 
reforms but those delayed by outbreak war. When 
war ended 1015 President announced atens would 







be taken 
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be taken to move towards greater political democracy 
with direct elections on multi-party basis. 

This was done despite threatening foreign 
situation with Turkey under constant pressure 
from USSR seeking exploit any internal weakness 
or confusion. It was undoubtedly conception 

of government and originally may have been that 
of opposition that this first step towards greater 
political freedom should be cautious one and 
opposition »bowld win but small. number seats. 
Later developments seems to have ied opposition 
to believe possible gain control of ccuntry and 
bitter struggie ensued with unfortunate things 
said and errors committed by both sides. It 

is probadly true that responsible government 
leaders aside from any personal corsicerations 
were convinced that sudden and drastic change 

in political control of Turkey under existing 

_ world conditions would endanger Turkish political 
institutions and security. While mistakes 
undoubtedly occurred performance cannot be 

judged by standards cr western countries with 
long political experience. Fact that direct 
electjons were held at all, that voting took 
piace smoothly and that thore will be a numerous 
and capable opposition in Assembly constitute 

on whole fairiy creditable achivement when viewed 
in light of what Turksy was) few years ago. 
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Subject: Democrat Party Deputy-Elect Refuses 
2 Poste 


The Honorable 


way 2 The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir; 


I have the honor to report that Dr. Vasil Kotios, well- 
known Istanbul nerve specialist of Greek extraction who was 
among the Democrat Party candidates elected to deputyship in 
' the Grand National Assembly on July 21, 1946, in a statement 
to the Istanbul press on July 25 stated that he had informed 
| the local election committee that he did not wish to take the 

\Seat which he had won in the Assembly. Dr. Konos said that 
“he had never engaged in any pursuit other than medicine and 
that after long consideration he had decided that he should 
devote his time entirely to his profession and his patients 
rather than to enter the Assembly, 


It is alleged that in actuality Dr. Konos was asked 
by the Democrat Party leaders at Istanbul to resign from 
the deputyship which he had won because of the firm belief 
in Democrat circles that, although he had accepted the 
Democrat nomination, he had worked for a Republican People's 
Party victory on order received from the Oecumenical Patriarchate, 
which supported the People's Party in return for certain con- 
cessions with regard to the Greek hospital at Istanbul, 
return of two church buildings which had been used as ware- 
houses, and other promises of aid to the Greek communityes 


It is understood that the Istanbul local election com 
mittee has informed Dr. Konos thet his notice of resignation 
must be directed to the Presidency of the Grand National 
Assembly, the only competent authority to act on it. 


Dr. Konos* resignation will leave three vacant deputyships 
at Istanbul. The other two fell open when Yusuf Kemal 
Tengirgenk chose to represent Sinop and Refik Koraltan, Igeky 
rather than to occupy the Istanbul seats which they had also? ‘4 
wone No announcement has yet been made when the pysekections: 


to fill these seats will be held. = 
< t 
7 eee | Respectfully yours, mn 
ny 1 
ad For ibassador; 
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Noe 999 
RESTRICTED 
i _ Subject: Democrat Leader Celal Rayar's 
<p Ss Statement of July 2) on Turkish 
Elections, 


<The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, = A 
Washington. elias 3 


Sir: G49 P- AS, 
With reference to the Embassy's telegram No. do of 

July 25, 1946, regarding certain items of interest in the 
daily press of July 25, 1946, I have the honor to quote 

below the text of Democrat Leader Celal Bayar's statement 


| ?to the press of July 2) alleging that many irregularities 


“occurred during the course of the Turkish elections of 


July 21 and the subsequent compilation of the results of 
the vote. 


The only Istanbul newspapers to print in full Bayer's 
statement were Yeni Sabah and Tanin. Yeni Sabah, an 
opposition paper, was subsequently closed by the Commander 
of Martial Law on grounds of violation of his order that 
newspapers should refrain from publications arousing doubt 
in the minds of the citizenry with regard to the results 
of the election. Tanin, a strong supporter of the Republican 
People's Party, continued publication, and it is therefore 
surmised that the action of the Commander of Martial Law 
was based on criticism of sharply worded editorial material 
in Yeni Sabah rather than on its publication of the Bayar 
statement. 


Cumhuriyet newspaper of Istanbul published Bayar's final 
paragraph, and Son Saat, a new opposition paper there, published 
the complete text, leaving blanks wherever the Martial Law 
Conmandry might take exception to the statements, noting in 
each case the number of words taken out. In the following 
text of the statement the underlined portions are those me 
were cut out of the Son Seat versions 


= i} 

*You ask me what my impressions of the elections are, TH, 
a few days, the General Administrative Committee of the Damo- _. 4 
crat Party will inform the public, with a stetement givin 
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said in my statement published in the Sunday issue of your 
paper, dated July 21, 1946, has been revealed as bitter truth. 

“In mny districts, official forms for recording the votes 
and the results obtained from each ballot box were given to the 
representatives in charge to be signed in blank even before they 
were filled ine By filling these blanks in afterwards as they 
desired, they have made sport of the votes of the citizens. 
Hence, the fate of the opposition and independent candidates 
has_ been a plaything in the hands of t ‘ors and Gov . 
who were under the influence of general headquarters. I attribute 
the official and semi-official malicious propaganda, false 


charges and accusations made in some districts (against the 
Democrat Party) to the low standard of the speakers. Citizens 


in many places, especially in villages, have been insulted, 


threatened, beaten, wounded and put in prison because of their 
Political opinions. 


“During my last trip to the Aegean district, Balikesir and 
Bursa, I have seen a number of citizens in tears looking for 
some competent authority to which they might direct their complaints. 


"We all know that friends from the towns and villeges of 
the Ankara district came with bruised faces to the Democrat 
Party Headquarters to complain bitterly. In our country elections 
have not been safeguarded. 


“In a former statement we head made known our opinion on this 
matter. We said: 


“"The Democrat Party wishes to state that, when deciding 
whether to take part in the elections or not, it did not take 
into consideration the Party's interest but only the interest 
of the Nation, and that only, and its only aim was to see that 
national will and sovereignty was strengthened by the existence 
of more than one party and that the rights and liberty of the 
citizen were better secured. Our party would be happy to see 
thet this is realized, even if it does not get a seat on the 
Municipal Board or in the Grand National Assembly.‘ That is 
what we thought and how we acted. But is that the way the 
elections were carried out under the very eyes of the nation? 
How were the false results announced in Ankera itself actually 
obtained? There is no citizen who does not know this or who 
does not understand, Hence, I claim and mke the accusation 
that there is something corrupt in this, The elections arefer 
from showing the true will of the nation. 


"If_the illegal actions end various kinds of pressure exercised 
upon citizens had not reached the extreme, there i8 no doubt that 


our Party would have won the elections all over Turkey, However, 
in spite of % Y i ’ ¥ery diffic: 


in_spite of the e@1schions Naving taken places under very difficult 
conditions, as witnessed by everybody, there is no doubt that the 


Democrat Party 
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a de: 8 + ge cl a t sides, 
the whole nation knows about them. This being the case, con- 
trary to the official announcements, the national will has shown 
itself to be in favor of the Democrat Party. Hence, it means 
thet _in the end our perty has won, That the People's Party still 


holds _the power is due only to force and pressure exercised on 


the peopie before and during the elections and to the falsification 
made in the election books and reports, 


Whe Democrat Party will not fail to see that violation of 
the right of the Turkish people to a free vote during the last 
elections of deputies are followed up, so that such regrettable 
conduct will never again be repeated in our history. 


As my last word, I want to express most warmly personally 
and in the name of our party, the deep gratitude we feel for the 
unprecedented confidence our nation has shown in the Democrat 
Party. There is no doubt that the maturity and composure 


shown by the people during the elections which took place under 
the most difficult conditions are beyond praise. " 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassador: 


(2 ‘ 
We< s “2 ween a 
Herbert S. Bursley 

Counselor of Embassy 
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Accerddng to syewltness accounts, Marshal Chaluak 
reosdved Impresgive danonstration apon return to Ankara 
this wemiing, There were very lorge crowis at reilmay ' 
station and 2n —. streets, demonstrating entimsdasti- 
cally in hie favar, Demon and Colonel Bdgerly, who were 
on the train laet night, said that few thousand persons 
say the Mareghal'a departure from Hydarpasha, and that 
impressive eronds created hin at Temit ‘and Eskischir. 
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A truck full of enthusiasts ami fMiftecn taxt londs 
of expporters feliowed Marshal Chefosak'’s car froa the 
statida, and were observed ag they psaacd the Embasay, 
Ageording to Amsrigen eyowltuess, palier endeavored to 
djscoutege supporters falloaing flim to residence, vhieh 
as noes that of Proaident Inom, 
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Inonu reelected President end © very calm opening 
sas3icn nai Parliament today. Many democrats did not 
rise joining others cheering Inonu when he took oath 
office. However, democrats took oaths as deputies and 
particlpated voting. 


Belloting by :ssembly for President Republic 
aporoximatery inonu 388, Chekmak 55, few scattering. 
For President Assembly General Kazim Karabekir, Peoples 
Party, won all but 59 votes, 

Voting for President Republic by secret ballot 
counted in open by commission drawn by lot. 
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SECSTATE 
831, August 6, 1 p.m. 


Grand National Assembly meeting took place 
yesterday in atmosphere of party hostility. Various 
incidents occurred, one causing most conment being 
refusal Democrats to stand when President Inonu was 
taking oath office which is interpreted as meaning 
that Democrats do not recognize Assembly as legally 
constituted. 


Reports persist that if Democrats fail to 
obtain invalidation of election results in certain 
districts they intend to resign their seats en masse, 


It was generally expected that Saracoglu would 
not be asked to form new cabinet in view unpopularity 
his govt as revealed recent elections. Choice of 
Recep Peker, hard boiled leader of Right Wing of 
People's Party, indicates new govt will try keep firm 
hand on future developments. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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Subject: Statement of Democrat Party Leader 
Fuat K6pr@ld Concerning Turkey's 
International Position. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


The Honorable x Bie " 
The Secretary of State, AUG 22 1046 


ey 7 Meabitngtons pivision of yy kL 


din WEAR EASTERK Arras 


/ 
I have the honor to report that Fuat Kép/aia, prominent 
official of the Democrat Party who in the July 21 elections 
was elected Deputy from Istanbul to the Grand National Assembly, 
gave an interview to the press at Ankara on August 1. He was 
asked the following question by one of the reporters present: 


“The Government of the Republican People's Party mainteins 
that it has successfully conducted the foreign policy of Turkey 
for the past 8 years, What is your opinion on this subject?" 


Deputy Képrala's reply is reported as follows: “ 


"You will find the answer to your question in the electoral 
speech of the President of the Republican People's Party (Ismet 
In6nfl), In this speech he alleged that the foreign situation 
of Turkey was as dangerous as it was in 1918, If the foreign 
policy of the country has been conducted with so much success for 
the last 8 years, then why has it had such an unfavorable result? 
It is difficult to reconcile these contradictory statements. If 
you want my personal opinion, I shall tell you that I am convinced 
that the international situation of Turkey is not as dangerous as 
the Government thinks, or as it has tried to represent it to the 
public, in an obvious electoral maneuver." 


Deputy Képr@lvt's statement caused an unfavorable reaction in 
the pro-People's Party press, In Cumhuriyet of August 3 Abidin 
Dav'er writes in pert as follows: 


"At a moment when Soviet Russia covets our eestern territories 
es fer as Giresun for the account cf Armenia and Georgia, countries 
forming pert of the Russian federation, and when it seeks bases on 
the Streits, i.e. the conquest of Istanbul, at a time when it 
wishes to reduce Turkey to the level of a little Baltic State, how 
can one sey that no foreign denger menaces us? Cen one close one's 
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eyes and ears to the hostile broadcasts of Radio Moscow, which have 
continued since the end of the war? What more decisive arguments 
can one advance concerning the efforts of Russia to make an attempt 
against the life of our dear country and to conquer the Straits 

and Istanbul, than the 13 wars undertaken by it against Turkey? 

Is it in order to threaten Bulgaria and Rumania thet Russian 
warships and transports coming from the Mediterranean pass through 
the Straits and the Bosphorus and enter the Black Sea?....... 

Mr. Fuat Képrdéla is convinced that such a danger does not exist, 

In our history such myths of optimism have ended in misfortune 

in the pressure of bitter and bloody realitys.eec.eeToday a foreign 
danger menaces Turkey. Let us not blind ourselves by saying that 
a peril of this nature does not exist. Let us not close our eyes 
in the midst of the twmlt of internal politics. What will save 
us from this danger is ceaseless vigilence; and a foreign policy 
based on reality. Above all, we mst avoid internal quarrels." 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 
epee soe 


— 
Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No. 1007 Ankara, August 6, 1946. 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 2 
= Subject: Results of the Turkish Elections of July 21, 1946. 
< UCPAHI MENT GF STATE 

The Honorable AUG 23 1946 
= The Secretary of State, avg 

Washington. WEAR EASTERN ATTSiRY 

Sir: 


With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 992 of July 25, 
1946 regarding the Turkish elections of July 21, 1946 and to the 
Embassy's telegrams on the subject, I have the honor to report 
more fully regarding the results of the elections, I attach 
herewith as enclosure No. 1 a detailed statement showing the 
number of deputies returned by each Turkish province in the 
election of 1943 and in the election of 1946, together with a 
breakdown showing the division in the current election results 
between representatives of the Republican People's Party, the 
Democrat Party, and the few independents. Those persons elected 
in 1943 were all members of the People's Party except for four 
non-Party deputies representing Turkey's Greek, Jewish, and 
Armenian minorities. 


It will be seen that of the 465 deputyships in the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly, 396 were won by the Republican People's 
Party, 63 by the Democrat Party, and 6 by independent candidates. 
However, in the week since the elections were held, four seats 
have fallen vacant and a fifth seat has been tentatively 
allotted to a member of the Republican People's Party after a 
Democrat deputy-designate was disqualified on technical grounds. 
Details regarding these changes are given in a note appended to 
the enclosure. The representation in the Assembly now is, 
therefore, 397 Republican People's Party deputies, 59 Democrats, 
and 5 independents with four vacant seats, 


The Embassy has described in its despatch under reference 
the feeling of pride and elation, which was evident at Ankara 
and Istanbul on Sunday evening, July 21, after the elections 
had gone off so well with large popular participation and no 
noticeable pressure on the voters. On Monday morning, July 22, 
the official People's Party newspaper Ulus at Ankara announced 
that 16 of Turkey's eastern provinces had returned People's 
Party candidates to the Assembly, while the Istanbul opposition “/* 
press reported that the Democrats were winning in the continuing-« 
compilation of results in a number of western provinces, Y 
including Istanbul, Izmir, Ankara, Balikesir, Aydin, Manisa, r 


Samsun, Eskigehir, Afyonkarahisar, Bursa, and Bolu. € 


e ’ 
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However, the public's elation diminished rapidly during the 
day as word came of apparent efforts of People's Party officials 
to change the election counts in many of the above western 
provinces. The evening papers of Istanbul carried the text of 
a communication sent by Marshal Fevzi (akmak to the election 
committee of Istanbul province, reporting that he had heard that 
falsifications were being made in the election returns at 
Kadikty-Istanbul, and that votes given for him were being credited 
to Recep Peker, former Secretary General of the People's Party. 
The Marshal continued: “I draw your attention to the consequences 
which can result from such action which smacks of mocking the 
will of the nation, and in my capacity as a citizen and a candidate, 
I beg...that such incidents be prevented and the honor of the 
election unsullied,.." 


The same day the Marshal made a statement to the representatives 
of the Istanbul press. He had received reports of irregularities 
in a number of provinces where Democrat candidates were reported 
to be leading in the polling and said: "According to reports made 
by my personal representatives at the polls - also confirmed by 
telegrams which my close friends sent me - the Democrats have won 
in a proportion of 70% to 60%. ‘The fact that the Democrats have 
suddenly been made out to have received practically no votes at all 
shows that no value is attached to the ballots which the people 
cast in freedom." He continued to say that the people would not 
stand for this, and that they would seek their rights and prove 
that law alone can reign in the country. He added that if it 
should become certain that the new Grand National Assembly was 
constituted in illegal fashion, then it should dissolve itself and 
order new elections, 


Meanwhile on Monday evening Ankara Radio, the Government— 
owned, only broadcasting station in the country, reported to the 
country that the Republican People's Party candidates had made a 
clean sweep in a number of Democrat strongholds. A puzzling thing 
about this report was that compilation of the results of the elections 
in a number of provinces claimed by the radio for the Republican 
People's Party had not yet been completed and the broadcasts caused 
bewilderment and amazement in these localities, 


By Tuesday morning, July 22, the People's Party asserted that 
it had made a clean sweep of 46 provinces, including the city and 
province of Ankara. The Democrat Party Leader for Ankara made a 
statement to a representative of Vatan newspaper, Istanbul, 
published on July 23, stating: "To be just, it mst be said that 
the election in Ankara city and surrounding villages took place 
in legal fashion, freely and naturally, and no intervention was 
made at all, but the situation in other districts and especially 
in the villages was nothing like this, and the people were subjected 
to indescribably violent pressure." On the basis of figures 
submitted by Democrat observers at the polls in Ankara city, and 
later confirmed officially, the Democrat leader said: "The 
Democrat candidate winning the largest number of votes within 
Ankara municipal boundaries received 47,055, and the one who got 
the smallest number received 36,068 On the other hand, the 
highest number of votes given to a single People's Party candidate" 


(Note: 
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(Note: This was President Intnt himself) "was 26,038 and the lowest 
was 2/,011...As for the surrounding districts, very serious and 
violent pressure and threats have continued for same days, and it 
was made impossible for our representatives to enter the election 
offices in many places, either by preventing them from travelling 
or because they were arrested on one pretext or another. ‘The 
election was held under those conditions, and the results seen at 
the district election offices bear no relation to the figures 
given by our representatives. For instance, although the report 
of our representatives at Kirikkale, based on figures given in 
local official reports, state that we were 1,000 votes ahead, the 
election committee announces that the Bople's Party won by 10,000 
votes." 


From personal contacts made by the members of the Bmbassy 
staff at Ankara, it seems likely that statements of the Democrat 
leader for the Ankara province are reasonably correct. There 
seems to be little doubt that the People's Party ticket, including 
President Intnt, certainly lost Ankara city to the Democrats and 
probably also Ankara province, Consternation is said to have 
reigned at the Presidential Palace when the trend of Ankara 
voting became known. Announcement of the results at the capital 
was held up for some 18 hours after completion, and finally a set 
of figures was released showing a complete victory for the People's 
Party - a victory which may have been essential for the Party but 
which did not mirror the real situatione 


President Intnt is said to have been affected deeply by the 
repudiation of his leadership by the capital provincee When 
Marshal (akmak became a candidate in the election, his appearance 
on the scene had tended in a sense to give the election the 
appearance of a popular plebiscite based on the contrast in 
personalities of the Marshal and President Inént. As often happens 
in parties long in power, two main tendencies are to be seen 
within the People's Party: a very conservative, even reactionary 
one, and a more liberal grouping represented by some of the 
younger mene Apparently the candidacy of Marshal (akmak and the 
manner in which the Democrats made the most of it posing (akmak 
as the personal rival of Intnu, affected the latter deeply and 
swung him away from the more liberal elements in his Party, putting 
him under the influence of the conservative wing dominated by such 
men as Recep Peker, Falih Rifki Atay, and Cevdet Kerim Incedayies 
Furthermore, the personal blow felt by the President at the Party's 
loss at Ankara where he headed the ticket (the Party even had his 
picture on its ballots) may have convinced him that only by 
acquiescing in the plans of the Party organizers to "fix" some of 
the election results, would the Party's position in power be maintained, 


Regarding President In&nti as an individual, one must regret 
that in view of his past service to his country he had to suffer 
this blow, and had to break under it to the point of withdrawing 
somewhat from the democratic advances which he had led, for he 
undoubtedly lost thereby in moral stature in the popular estimation. 
Turkey celebrates every year the anniversary of the first and 
second Intnt battles, popularly referred to in the press as First 
In6nt and Second Inn. Some Turks wryly say today that in Turkish 


history 
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history there are three Intniis now: First Intntt, Second Intntt, 
and Eighteenth Intnt, a reference to the fact that the President 
ran eighteenth in the polling for the seventeen deputyships for 
Ankara Municipal Area. It will be recalled that in his only 
election address to the nation (Embassy's despatch 981 of 

July 19, 1946) President Intnti told the opposition that the one 
way by which they could assure his retirement from the presidency 
would be to defeat him in his campaign for reelection as a deputy. 
Apparently he had no idea that he might come face to face with 
such retiremente 


Meanwhile, on Tuesday, July 23, no results had yet been 
announced from two of the most important Turkish provinces - 
Istanbul with 26 deputyships and Izmir with 15 deputyships = and 
public wonder was rising at such a delay in returns which mst 
have been ready by that time. At Izmir the Democrat newspaper 
of the same name appeared on Tuesday morning with its front pages 
bordered in black, carrying the text of the local Democrat Party 
President's telegram to President Intnf{ saying: "We ask that 
injustices be righted before the general election results for 
this province are announced. ‘The Government alone will bear the 
responsibility for what may result should this not be done." 


Meanwhile in the smaller provinces where the Government had 
announced from Ankara that the People's Party had made a complete 
sweep, but where popular opinion, based on reports of the observers 
at the polls, considered that the Democrats had undoubtedly won a 
partial or complete victory, such as Bolu, Aydin, Konya, Hatay, 
Balikesir, Manisa, and Samsun, the people were aroused and in some 
cases defiant at such an "obvious" falsification of election 
results. Bursa, where the Democrats had long been known to be 
extremely strong, was reported to be plunged in a mourning gloom. 
At Izmit in some districts it allegedly proved to be impossible 
to deny the Democrats the votes which they had won, and therefore 
according to Democrat charges fake votes were added to the 
People's Party results so that the totals added together gave 
more votes cast than there were voters in the district. This will 
probably never be susceptible of proof or disproof, because it is 
unlikely that definite election results throughout the country 
district by district rather than province by province will ever be 
published (up to now no figures have ever been made public on the 
results of the Municipal Council elections of May 1946 in which 
the People's Party suffered defeats in a number of places). 


At Istanbul, the largest election district in the country, an 
inexplicable delay took place in announcement of the election 
results. It is reported that approximately 65% of the Istanbul 
provincial population participated in the election and that the 
result was a complete victory for the Democrat Party. Indications 
of the trend the voting took were easily obtainable because of the 
ubiquitousness of journalists and observers at the polls, and it 
was difficult to explain why the announcements of the results had 
been held up so long. When they finally came out at 3 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 24, the opposition had received 18 seats and 
seats had been given to four old-line stalwarts of the People's 
Party: former Party Secretary General Recep Peker, ex-Minister of 
Education Hamdullah Suphi Tanribver, Hilseyin Cahit Yalgin of Tanin 


and 
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and General K&zim Karabekir, plus one newcomer to the Republican 
People's Party, General Cemil Cahit Toydemir, recently retired 
Commander of the Istanbul Army district and reportedly a strong 
candidate for either the Interior or National Defense portfolio 
in the new People's Party cabinet. 


In the course of waiting for the results of the election at 
Istanbul to be announced, the provincial Governor, Latft Kirdar, 
became samething of a popular hero, for the public came to believe 
that he had stood out against the People's Party administrators in 
the district and refused their proposals to modify completely the 
Istanbul results, threatening to resign from his post rather than 
give way. It is said that as a result of his stand the Governor 
saved all but five seats from Istanbul for the opposition which actue 
ally won the whole ticket. It may be noted here that the son of 
the late Governor Tandogan of Ankara, who committed suicide two 
weeks before the election, told an EBubassy contact that his father 
had said the day before his death: "The Party people are trying to 
ride me like a donkey in this election question, and I won't stand 
for it." 


Although Ankara Radio had claimed Izmir province for the 
People's Party as early as Tuesday, July 23, the official results 
were not asunounced in that province to the populace until two days 
later. That same night a peaceable meeting of some 30,000 to 
50,000 Democrat sympathizers was held on a main square of the city 
to protest the alleged falsification of the results, Izmir had 
been considered especially important by the People's Party leaders 
because the ticket there was headed by Prime Minister Saracoglu 
and Minister of Education Hasan Ali Yucel. Since the election 
there has been much talk of whether President Intnt would ask 
SaracoZlu to form the new cabinet, and because of the Prime Minister's 
personal unpopularity and the rough manner in which his reelection 
is alleged to have been forced through at Izmir, it is considered 
likely that he may be shelved in favor of someone better liked by 
the people. 


The Embassy has already reported by telegram No. 799 of 
July 25 that on Wednesday, July 24, President Intnt, after spending 
more than two hours at the Party headquarters at Ankara, issued a 
statement to the nation saying that now that the election had passed 
off so successfully and calmly, it was time to get back to work and 
forget the hard words exchanged in the course of the campaign. ‘The 
same day Democrat Party leader Celfil Bayar issued a statement, of 
which the text has been forwarded in the Embassy's despatch 999 of 
July 29, expressing his Party's dismay at the pressure and 
irregularities which were reportedly exercised during the course of 
the election, and the Commander of Martial Law at Istanbul published 
a warning that action would be taken against newspapers which placed 
a hazard on public peace by casting doubt on the outcome of the 
alections, This statement was followed the next day by indefinite 
suspension of the commnist-tinged Gergek and opposition Yeni Sabah 
newspapers at Istanbul. 


On the face of the official returns from the election, the 


Democrat Party and their affiliated independents won a clean sweep 
in the following four provinces: Eskigehir, Afyonkarahisar, 


Ganakkale 
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Ganakkale, and Igel. They also won their largest single block of 
representation with 18 deputyships at Istanbul and did well with 7 
deputyships at Kiftahya, 4 at Mugla, and3 at Sinop. No outstanding 
Democrats were defeated but Democrat—supported independent 

Hikmet Bayur lost at his hame town, Manisa, a result considered 
incredible by the local populace. 


Among the prominent figures in the People's Party who were 
defeated in those provinces where the elections took a reasonably 
straight course were: ‘Ali Getinkaya (former Minister of Interior 
and one of the leaders of the Turkish Revolution who was offered 
nomination by the Democrat Party as well as the People's Party 
for the province of Afyon. He preferred to stand as a People's 
Party candidate, and lost when the entire province went to the 
Democrats. In any case he is reported to be so senile that he 
had lately been of little value as an individual in the Assembly.) ; 
Alfettin Tirodoflu (young and active in People's Party administrative 
matters, recently served as People's Party inspector for the important 
Istanbul district, but after he became unpopular by using too brusque 
methods, he was removed from office and sent as Party inspector to 
his own province, Ktttahya, where he was defeated for reelection, 

It is reported that he has now been called up for military service, 
long de. d because of his membership in the Grand National 
Assembly.); Muhlis Erkmen (former Minister of Agriculture); General 
Refet Bele (leader of the first Kemalist troups to enter Istanbul 
at the end of the War of Independence); Yahya Kemal Beyatli (well 
known poet who was long a member of the Grand National Assembly 

and also served as Turkish Minister at Warsaw and Madrid. Dropped 
from the Assembly in 1943, he reentered it in a by-election in early 
1946, only to be defeated again in this election.); Ahmet 

Esmer (Cypriote-born editorialist on foreign affairs for the 
People's Party newspaper Ulus, Ankara, and reputedly an adviser 

of President Intntt on foreigh policy matters); Ali Rani Tarhan 
(leader of the now abolished and seldom effective "independent 
group within the People's Party in the Assembly", President of the 
Red Crescent Society, and close personal friend of President Intnt. 
Mr. Tarhan is said to be among possible appointees as Turkish 
Ambassador at Washington); Muthittin Ustttdag (former Governor at 
Istanbul, who entered the Assembly after a by-election in the spring 
of 1946); and Berg Turker (elderly representative of the Armenian 
minority in the Assembly). 


With regard to Mr. Tirker's defeat, it is of interest to note 
that instead of the four deputies in past Assemblies who have 
represented minorities (two Greeks, one Jew, and one Armenian), 
only one minority representative will be present in the coming 
Assembly, Salamon Adatto, an Istanbul Jewish lawyer. A second 
minority representative, Dr. Vasili Konos, was elected at Istanbul 
on the Democrat ticket but has decided not to take his seat in the 
Assenbly = by request of the Democrat Party leaders. Please seo 
the Hnbassy's despatch No. 998 of July 29, 19466 It is reported 
from Istanbul that the minority elements there voted about as 
follows: Greeks, about 80% for the People's Party, largely on 
the basis of suggestions received from the Oecumenical Patriarchate 
with which the People's Party leaders are reported recently to 
have reached an agreement for certain concessions; Armenians, about 


90% 
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90% for the opposition, largely after encouragement in this direction 
from the Soviet Consulate General; and Jews, about 70% for the 
opposition, mainly on economic grounds in the belief that the 
Democrat Party's economic policy would be more favorable to the 
Jewish business interests, 


The three Independent candidates elected at Istanbul were all 
supported by the Democrat Party. In addition to Marshal Fevai 
Gakmak they were (1) Adnan Adivar, distinguished scholar and former 
Minister of Interior, who, after incurring Atattirk's wrath for 
his liberalism, spent the years 1926-1939 in exile abroade His 
wife is the well known Turkish author, Halide Edib; (2) Cihad Baban, 
youthful owner-editor of Tasvir newspaper of Istanbul, and 
descendant of the great Kurdish Baban clan of Stleymaniye, None 
of the other parties participating in the election polled appreciable 
votes. The press now reports that Nuri Demirag's National Resurgency 
Party is on the verge of dissolutions 


In drawing up a balance sheet of the election one can put on 
the credit side of the People's Party and especially of President 
Intnff that, in the face of a troubled international situation, 
with Turkey under constant pressure from the Soviet Union, steps 
were taken to permit the holding of this first free direct election, 
and to establish a multi-party system, voluntarily abandoning the 
one party monopoly control which has existed in Turkey since the 
founding of the Republic. Furthermore, complete freedom of the 
press was established many months before the electoral campaign 
began, and existed throughout the electoral period. It is doubtless 
true that they did not anticipate the strength of the opposition 
tide sweeping against them and possibly toward the end of the 
campaign regretted their generosity. 


On the debit side for the People's Party it can be said that 
it took advantage of the deficiencies in the electoral law, and 
used this advantage unwisely. Furthermore, it cannot be denied 
that the Party has suffered a moral loss because of the pressure 
and fraud which are generally believed to have been resorted to in 
a number of provinces to assure its victory. In the first place, 
there was no real effort made to clean up the list of Party 
candidates; many of the same old wheel horses were put up again 
without thought of the effect the sponsorship of their candidacy by 
the Republican People's Party would have on the public. Furthermore, 
some Party candidates were probably forced into the Assembly against 
the obvious will of the people. Among them were heartily-disliked 
Falhi Rifki Atay, editor-in-chief of Ulus; Etem Izzet Benice, 
political opportunist and owner-publisher of the Istanbul newspapers 
Son John and Gece Fostasi; Orhan Seyfi Orhon and Yusuf Ziya Ortag, 
Istanbul journalists well known for their racist conservatism. 


In addition to this, it can be said that certain of the more 
liberal elements in the People's Party find distasteful and 
unnecessary the blanket modification of election results which was 
apparently resorted to by the Party organization in many provinces. 
They consider that the Party would not in any case have lost power 
and that it would have been better to allow the Democrats to win 
40 or 50 or even 100 more seats in the Assembly than to have the 


People's 
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People's Party so discredited in the eyes of the country by forcing 
unpopular Party candidates onto the electorate. 


The balance sheet for the Democrats on the credit side shows 
all the Party's top leaders, except for Independent Democrat- 
sponsored Hikmet Bayur, in the Assembly. It is expected that 
Bayur will be supported for election to the Assembly by the 
Democrats in by-elections to take place in September for four 
seats now vacant. Even though the Democrats on the debit side can 
show only 59 seats in the Assembly at the moment, the moral 
victory certainly belonged to it and popular indignation at the 
People's Party's actions makes unlikely that Party's rehabilitation 
in the near future. It seems probable that the Democrats will 
profit from the youth and vigor of many of their deputies to make 
the Assembly so lively a forum for discussion of the issues facing 
the nation that the Democrats may not only win converts from the 
ranks of the People's Party deputies but also may be able to force 
new freer elections soon, possibly within a year. Even should 
the People's Party attempt a complete turn to the right with use 
of totalitarian methods, it seems likely that such a move would 
heighten the wave of popular opposition to the Party and could 
not be a lasting method with which the People's Party could retain 
powers 


To the debit balance of both parties can be tallied considerable 

exaggeration and unfortunate charges which must be regretted now 

that the heat of the electoral campaign has passede The People's 

Party perhaps played up the Soviet danger unfairly, as it was 

obvious that the Democrats in foreign policy stood fimmly on the 

same ground as the People's Party in their attitude toward the 

Soviet Union. The Democrats too criticized with more vigor than 

justice People's Party activities in such fields as forest admin- 
isthation, primary education, and land distribution to landless peasants. 


The election was fought between two parties, but it was 
chiefly a struggle between the party in power and those who opposed 
it. The struggle was less one of principle than one of those long 
in power versus an opposition which probably includes a majority of 
the populace of the country. In this cmnection, it should be borne 
in mind that the People's Party has been in office continuously 
since the establishment of the Republic in 1923, and that, despite 
the manifold and great reforms carried out under its leadership in 
Turkey, it has become, by the natural play of human nature, the 
target for criticism on the part of every dissatisfied person in 
the country. As one observer remarked: "Every Turk who fails to 
get the job he wants, everyone who is not succeeding in life as he 
thinks he ought to succeed, indeed, everyone who has a stomach 
ache, blames it on the People's Party." It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that the great majority of those who voted 
for the Democrat Party had little interest in its platform and 
Principles; their's was a protest vote directed against the People's 
Partye 


The balance sheet for Turkey and the Turkish people is 
definitely on the credit side. The first real attempt at a free 
election has now been held in Turkey. ‘The people themselves have 
demonstrated their political maturity, their ability to participate 
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freely and intelligently in selecting their leaders, and their 
desire that the nation's government be representative of the 


popular will. 


One of the first points the opposition is expected to raise 
in the new Assembly is the drafting of a revised election lan. 
The present election law has been shown to be faulty in three 
important wayse In the first place, it does not provide for 
representatives of opposing parties to be present to check and 
sign the final minutes of each election committee which prepares 
the official report on the basis of which winners in the election 
are determined. Thus, irregularities by the party in power are 
aided. Second, once the ballots have been counted, they are 
immediately bummed, thus preventing any possibility of a check- 
back in case of allegations of irregularities. Third, the 
allocation of election districts needs to be changed. Under the 
present law each province is an electoral district, and deputies 
are allotted to the provinces on the basis of one deputy for each 
40,000 in the population. However, this is manifestly unfair and 
undemocratic, for it means, for example, that the people represented 
by the deputy from Hakkfri have an opportunity in the election to 
pass upon their choice of only one deputy, whereas the people of 
Istanbul province vote on 23 deputies. In other words, if a man 
is a resident of Hakkfri, his vote only contributes toward 
deciding the fate of one deputy whereas that of a resident of 
Istanbul helps settle the fate of 23 deputies. It is now proposed 
that a specific election district on the basis of population be 
assigned to each deputyship, as is generally the case in the United 
States. 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


5G. 


Herbert Se Bursley 
Counselor of Bnbassy 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1007 dated August 6, 1946, from the 
American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of the Results of the 


Turkish Elections of July 21, 1946. 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1007 dated August 6, 1946, from the 
American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject of the Results of the 
Turkish Elections of July 21, 1946. 





3 3 s Total 3 3 t 3 
: PROVINCES: 1943 s 1946 : CHP : DP 2: IND: 
3 ry $ 3 3 t : 
Tekirdag : 6 3 5 : 5 8 2 2 
Tokat : 8 3: 8 3 8 3 3 3 
Trabzon cD ¢ 22 * 22 4 : 3 
Tunceli 8 a | 2 3 23 3 3 
Urfa : 6 3 6 t 6 3 3 3 
Van 3 3 3 3 3 a : 3 
Yozgat 3 7 3 7 3 7 3% : 3 
Zonguldak 3 3 3 H 3 3 
TOTAL 455 465 396 63 6 


Note: Post election developments: 


Democrat Yusuf Kemal Tengirgenk won seats from Istanbul and 
Sinop; he preferred Sinop, and left a vacant seat at Istanbule 


Independent (Democrat~-supported) Marshal Fevzi (akmak won 
seats from Istanbul and Kastamonue He preferred Istanbul, and 
left a vacant seat at Kastamonue 


Democrat Refik Koraltan won seats from Istanbul and I¢el. 
He preferred Igel, and left a vacant seat at Istanbule 


Dre Vasil Konos, elected Democrat deputy for Istanbul, 
resigned his seat. (Embassy despatch 998, July 29) 


It is expected that by-elections for these four vacant seats 
will be held in September, 


Although the Danocrats won all six deputyships at Eskigehir, 
by a post-election technicality one Democrat deputy-designate was 
disqualified and his seat tentatively given to the nearest runner-up, 
Republican People's Party candidate, Yavuz Abadane It is understood 
that the Democrats will dispute this decision. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Ankere, August 8, 1946 


No. 1015 
UNRESTRICTED 
Subject; Resentment Caused by Editorial On 
a Turkey in Philedelphia Evening Bulletin 
x = 
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om 
u 73 
{Be Honarééle DEPARTMENT. GF, STATE 
cp.6 The Secretary of State, 
= 
= Nie shington. sep ~4 1946 
Bias DIVISION OF 
ERK AEFAIRS 


I have the honor to report that the semi-or rb RSS. tian 
News Agency published on August 4 under a Washington dateline an 
extrect from an editorial on Turkey which reportedly appeared in 
the newspaper The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin on August 3. 
According to the Anatolian Agency, the editorial, after referring 
to the fact that Turkey has held its first mlti-party legislative 
elections at a time when the country is menaced by the Soviet 
Union, stated that for a small power like Turkey, democrecy was 
almost an unattainable luxury, and that Turkey needed 8 strong 
government even if the freedom of the individual were not 
guaranteed as in the United States, 


This editoriel hes caused resentment in anti-People's Party 
circles. Aes Ee Yalman, publisher of the opposition Istanbul 
newspaper, Vatan, has taken special occasion to express to members 
of the Embassy steff his amazement thet an American newspeper 
should so misunderstand and misrepresent the situation in Turkey. 
Fortunetely, he said he hes received from the United States 
elippings from other newspapers praising the development of demo- 
eracy in Turkey, which showed thet The Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin was alone in its interpretation of the situation here. 


Vatan on August 5 carried an editorial on the subject, 
presumably written by Mr. Yalman, which stated in part eas follows: 
"A Fascist-spirited writer in this newspaper, who seems to be 
absolutely in the dark insofar as the maturity and ideels of the 
Turkish nation are concerned, mey write the nonsense that 
democracy is a luxury the attainment of which is impossible for 
us, end that we are in need of a strong government even at the 
cost of the slavery of Turkish citizens....We certainly wish to 
know what others have to say about us, but when the Anetolian 
News Agency shuts its eyes to critical articles written in a 
democratic spirit and instead publishes only nonsense such as the 
above, it then becomes our right to attribute this to évil inten- 
tions....eIt appears that the Press Attache in Washington, thinking 
that it will please the Government, is picking out an article full 
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of insults against the Turkish nation and is forwarding it hereese 
Attempts are being made in this manner to prepare the ground for 

who knows what actions. There is no doubt that this ungainly 
meneuver will cause general irritation all over the country. The 
American mtion, which is one of the main pillers of world democracy, 
on hearing that an editorial in one of its newspapers has been used 
as a means to discredit freedom and democracy in Turkey, will 
certainly feel grievedeee.The Government attaches great value and 
importance to publishing this article through the Anatolian 

Agency in the form of propaganda for the system of domination." 


The leftist Istanbul newspaper Son Seat, in an editorial on 
August 5, hed this to say: “This editorial resembles so much the 
publications of the People's Party, es well as the articles of 
Felih Rifki Atay in Ulus, that it looks very much like a copy of 
them....If in a small country like Turkey democracy is a luxury, 
end if her leaders sre of this opinion, why have they themselves 
been the forerunners in the matter of placing this luxury plaything 
into the hands of the nation?" 


On August 7 Yeni Tfarkiye declared: "The Philadelphia Bulletin 
should know that even if democracy is a luxury the Turkish nation 
will adopt it. The Philadelphia Bulletin contradicts the Americans 
who have shed their blood for democracy." 


The semi-official Ankara newspaper Ulus, printed the Anatolian 
Agency report in full. In view of the criticism caused by the 
editorial, Ulus on August 5 felt constrained to say: "We reprint 
all articles whether they be for or against us....We do not agree 
with the friendly American newspaper. There will not only be a 
strong government in Turkey, but also laws to safeguard the freedom 
of Turkish citizens, as in the United States." 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


sho 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Counselor of Embassy 
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August NEW TIMES comments as follows on Turkish 
ejections, 


No matter how hard they tried present rulers 
of Turkey were unable to glve elections appearance 
of popular demonstration in favor of right of Popular 
Republican Party to dominating position in country. 


“ Hlections took place in very tense political at- 
t osphere. Turkey's present isolated position, 


Amite ein mR ye ns 





conomic disorder, impoverishment of peaseaatry and 
~people's povert} were all consequences of bankruptcy 
jof both foreign and domestic policy of this party. 
P uring war its leaders were wholly oriented tovard 
4itlerite Germany. All this could not: but be re- 
Hin Popu ia attitudes within country and schism bezen 
‘a Popular Republican Party which tool: on mass 
eheracter in many areas and forced ruling upper 
oa to rush through elections te have taken place 

in 1947. 





- Blections took place under circumstances of crude 

ei rule with instances of outright violente and tervor 
In spite of cruel terror Democratic Party received corn. 
siderable majority in number regions. Commenting cn 
elections meny newspapers point out that over-all 
wajority received by Popular Republican Party vas resilt 
Allegalities and outright falsification perpstratcd 
during voting. YENI SABAH demands aullifization election 
resuits. These elections will hardly remove doubts con- 
veraing legality existing regime. 
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‘The Honorable, : / e DIVISION OF 
‘The Secretary of State, fy! WEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


< _Washington, D, C, 





qn 


-My dear Mr, Secretary: 


It is not my custom to write letters to our government 
officials, Probably I don't even do it enough but my experiences in 
Washington in connection with the Office of Research and Invention 
of the Navy during the war indicate that occasionally the people who 
are trying to work for us in our government like to hear from its 
ordinary citizens, 


First I will say I think you are doing a good job with the 
United Nations. I am writing you because I think you may find interest 
in an article published in 1877 which intrigued me greatly. The article 
was published in the Westminster Review for January of that year, The 
title of the article is "The Turkish Question:Russian Design and 
English Promoters of them," The article is about 30,000 words long and 
contains the following items. 


HH/ 89%. 9751-8/090°L99 


1, Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Turkey, presented 
to Parliament in 1876, 

2, Bulgarian Horrors, and the Question of the East, By the 
Right Honourable W, E, Gladstone, M.P, 

3, The Times, 1875 and 1876, 

4. The Pall-Mall Gazette, 1875 and 1876, 


From those we are sending you enclosed typed copies of a 
portion thereof, 


Very truly yours, 


(RAL ete 


R, W. Sorensen, 
Professor of Electrical Engineering 


RWS :map 
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"The history of Russian aggression ought to be an instructive 
one to every other power. Going back no further than the commencement 
of the present century, we find her in 1804 pursuing in respect to 
Servia a course very similar to that which she has recently taken; until 
in 1809 Turkey was regularly invaded, Relief came in 1812, in the shape 
of Napoleon's march to Moscow. During the six years following the Greek 
revolution of 1821, Turkey was the scene of massacres and atrocities 
which led to English interference, and to an alliance in 1826 with Russia 
against Turkey, entered into on the understanding that neither contracting 
power should seek any exclusive territorial or commercial advantages. How 
this engagement was violated by Russia has been well described in the last 
"Edinburgh Review" (page 561). By a convention extorted from Turkey in 
October 1826, Russia gained the semi-independence of Moldavia, Wallachia, 
and Servia; and opening the Dardanelles to Russian merchant vessels - 
changes which "secured to the commercial interests and religious influence 
of Russia advantages as great as she could have obtained by war." Turkey 
suffered severely; she lost Greece, and, for a considerable time, her 
military power in Asia, as well as in Europe, A little later, after France 
had joined the alliance, and the Turkish fleet had been destroyed at 
Navarino, Russia again invaded Turkey (April 1828); was only prevented 
from marching on Constantinople by the threatened action d England; and, 
even then wrung from Turkey the disastrous peace of Adrianople, which gave 
to Russia "complete command of the navigable mouths of the Danube," and 
"the whole eastern coast of the Black Sea," 


"Thus was England outwitted, and Russia aggrandised, Such was the 
result of a close, cordial, and disinterested alliance with Russia, in 
the interests of justice and humanity, 


"Next came the struggle in 1832 between Turkey and her own subject, 
the Pasha of Egypt, whose successes were cut short by Russia, who assumed 
the character of the protector of Turkey, This state of things came to an 
end in 1840; when the allies intervened, and effected the restoration of 
Syria to the Porte, 


"Little more than ten years later Russia was again moving towards 
Turkey; her action being this time denounced by all Europe. Lord Palmerston 
thus described*her proceedings - 


'The policy and practice of the Russian Government has always 
been to push forward its encroachments as fast, and as far, as the apathy 
or want of firmness of other Governments would allow it to go; but always 
to stop and retire when it was met with decided resistance, and then to 
wait for the next favourable opportunity to make another spring on the victim, 
In furtherance of this policy the Russian Government always has had two 
strings to its bow; moderate language and disinterested professions at St, 
Petersburg and London; active agression by its agents on the scene of oper- 
ations, If the aggressions succeed locally, the St, Petersburg Government 
adopts them as a fait accompli, which it did not intend, but cannot in 


honour recede from, If the local agents fail, they are disavowed and 
recalled, and the language previously held is appealed to as a proof 
that the agents have overstepped their instructions,'" 


*Letter to Lord Clarendon, 22d May 1853 


"The history of Russian aggression ought to be an instructive 
one to every other power, Going back no further than the commencement 
of the present century, we find her in 1804 pursuing in respect to 
Servia a course very similar to that which she has recently taken; until 
in 1809 Turkey was regularly invaded, Relief came in 1812, in the shape 
of Napoleon's march to Moscow, During the six years following the Greek 
revolution of 1821, Turkey was the scene of massacres and atrocities 
which led to English interference, and to an alliance in 1826 with Russia 
against Turkey, entered into on the understanding that neither contracting 
power should seek any exclusive territorial or commercial advantages, How 
this engagement was violated by Russia has been well described in the last 
"Edinburgh Review" (page 561), By a convention extorted from Turkey in 
October 1826, Russia gained the semi-independence of Moldavia, Wallachia, 
and Servia; and opening the Dardanelles to Russian merchant vessels = 
changes which "secured to the commercial interests and religious influence 
of Russia advantages as great as she could have obtained by war," Turkey 
suffered severely; she lost Greece, and, for a considerable tine, her 
military power in Asia, as woll as in Europe, A little later, after France 
had joined the alliance, and the Turkish fleet had been destroyed at 
Navarino, Russia again invaded Turkey (April 1828); was only prevented 
from marching on Constantinople by the threatened action ¢ England; and, 
even then wrung from Turkey the disastrous peace of Adrianople, which gave 
to Russia "complete command of the navigable mouths of the Danube," and 
"the whole eastern coast of the Black Sea," 


"Thus was England outwitted, and Russia aggrandised, Such was the 
result of a close, cordial, and disinterested alliance with Russia, in 
the interests of justice and humanity, 


"Next came the struggle in 1832 between Turkey and her own subject, 
the Pasha of Egypt, whose successes were cit short by Russia, who assumed 
the character of the protector of Turkey, This state of things came to an 
end in 1840; when the allies intervened, and effected the restoration of 
Syria to the Porte, 


"Little more than ten years later Russia was again moving towards 
Turkey; her action being this time denounced by all Europe, Lord Palmerston 
thus described*her proceedings = 


"The policy and practice of the Russian Government has always 
been to push forward its encroachments as fast, and as far, as the apathy 
or want of firmness of other Governments would allow it to go; but always 
to stop and retire when it was met with decided resistance, and then to 
wait for the next favourable opportunity to make another spring on the victim, 
In furtherance of this policy the Russian Government always has had two 
strings to its bows moderate language and disinterested professions at St, 
Petersburg and London; active agression by its agents on the scene of oper 
ations, If the aggressions succeed locally, the St, Petersburg Government 
adopts them as a fait accompli, which it did not intend, but cannot in 


honour recede from, If the local agents fail, they are disavowed and 


recalled, and the language previously held is appealed to as a proof 
that the agents have overstepped their instructions, '* 


*Letter to Lord Clarendon, 22d May 1853 


In reply refer to 
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My dear Mr. Sorensen: 


Thank you for your letter of August 19 
commending the Seeseeasy of State for his pd Poe on 
behalf of oe and enclosing svtions copies of 
on 


rts of the cle "The Turkish yh Russian 
sign and English Promoters of them" whi a 
in the of January, 1877. Your 


courtes mal ese items avai able to to the De- 
partment of State is greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Francis Bo aaa 
Division of Public Liaison 


Mr. Re W. Sorensen, Professor, 
fi wp Electrical Fngineering, 
ok yt Celifornia Institute - Technology, 
wie Je Pasadena, California. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


«20 
Nos: LOC AMERICAN EMBASSY 
CONFIDENTIAL Ankara, August 190, 1946 


Subject: Transmitting Memorandum Regarding Turkish 
Political Parties, 


1st 
The Honorable { EP-5t 46 
The Secretary of State, Division of sf 
Washington. NEAR EASTERK AFFAIRS Ww e 
Sir: ~ 
° 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a memorandum o 
prepared by an officer of the Embassy's staff entitled: a 
"Speculations on the Future of the Turkish Political ~ 
Parties". - 
Respectfully yours, . i 
it vA G 
a m= 
i War 
Enclosure: ““,, / 
Memorandum 
File No. 800 9° 
WPerkins/1b — 
To the Department in Original and Hectograph < 


eo; Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 
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Enolosure to Despatch No. 1044, dated August 19, 1946, 
of American Embassy, Ankara, on subject Transmitting 
Memorandum Regarding Turkish Political Parties. 

Ankara, August 14, 1946 


SPECULATIONS ON THE FUTURE 
OF THE TURKISH POLITICAL PARTIES 


The official returns of the Assembly elections on 
July 21, 1946 gave 396 seats to the Republican People's 
Party, 63 to the Democratic Party and 6 to independent 
candidates. A few of the Democratio candidates were 
elected simultaneously in two districts, whioh will 
necessitate by-elections in the districts which they 
do not choose to represent; one successful Democratic 
candidate has announced his intention of resigning his 
seat; and a few members have been alleged to be tech- 
nically ineligible to sit in the Grand National Assembly 
and may consequently be disqualified. 


All of these prospective by-elections together, 
however, can have no appreciable effeot on the composi- 
tion of the Assembly, and it is consequently probable 
that for some time to come Turkey will have a parlia~ 
ment in which the Government party will have better 
than a 5 to 1 majority over the combined opposition. 


There is, of course, always the possibility of 
defections from the People's Party, but the oare which 
was taken to see that the list of candidates for this 
election contained only the names of completely loyal 
party members makes any desertion in force unlikely. 


Equally unlikely, at present, is the rumored mass 
resignation of the Demooratic deputies in protest 
against the falsification of some of the election 
returns; or the prospect that the Government will accede 
to any demand of the Democrats for new elections in the 
districts where the "counting out" of the Democratic 
lists was allegedly most flagrant, except perhaps to 
throw them a small sop in a few unimportant areas. 


The evidence is very strong that there was in fact 
a@ great deal of "counting out", and that the Assembly 
which was sworn in on August 5 is consequently not, in 
its entirety, the Assembly which was chosen by the 
voters. it 4s difficult to pelieve, for instance, that 
the Istanbul voters who gave heavy support to the Demo= 
cratic list split their tickets in order to eleot 
Recep Peker (the new Prime Minister) of all persons, 
since he is one of the leaders of the Republican People's 
Party who is most heartily disliked by the opposition. 
It is equally difficult to accept the complete defeat 
of the Democrats in the Izmir vilayet, which they 


regarded 
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regarded as their stronghold. One of their first 
efforts in the new Assembly will undoubtedly be to 
reform the election laws in the hope of preventing the 
falsification of the returns in future elections, 


On the other hand, it is clear that while the 
Government probably stole a number of seats, it did not 
steal the election; the Democrats never had more than 
a mathematical chance of winning an Assembly majority, 
since they were unorganized in the eastern vilayets and 
put up only 273 candidates for a total of 465 seats, 
The Democrats could not have had any expectation of 
electing 233 deputies; and the leaders of the People's 
Party, according to a credible report, had calculated 
before the eleotion that their opponents could not win 
more than about 120 seats at the most, which probably 
represents also about the maximum the better informed 
Democratio leaders expected. 


As the Republican People's Party would have found 
it just as easy to vote down Democratic legislative pro- 
posals in an Assembly in which they had 339 representa- 
tives to the Democrats’ 120, as they will in one which 
they have 396 seats to 63, the falsification of the 
election returns does not appear to have served any use- 
ful purpose and consequently was a serious tactical 
error. (It would probably have been too much to expect 
the People's Party to aceept passively the defeat of 
Prime Minister Saracoglu in Izmir and of President 
Intnt in Ankara, both of whom the Democrats claim were 
defeated; but it does not follow that it was necessary 
to declare the entire Republican People's Party ticket 
elected in those two districts.) 


The Republican People's Party leadership appears 
to have been frightened by the first returns into fear- 
ing that it had underestimated the strength of the 
opposition. Also, it was probably motivated in its 
efforts to keep the- Democratic representation down to 
a small figure by a desire to give the election the 
appearance of an overwhelming vote of confidence in the 
Government, but the actual result of their maneuvers 
was to produce precisely the opposite effect: the 
country as a whole believes that there were widespread 
frauds in the preparation of the returns, and the 
tendency is, in the absence of any possibility of deter= 
mining how widespread these frauds were, to believe the 
worst and to regard the election, not as a vote of con=- 
fidence in the Intnt! regime, but as a moral victory for 
the opposition to that regime. The new cabinet there- 
fore takes up its work under an unnecessary handicap, 
the object of some distrust and apprehension which are 
increased by Prime Minister Recep Peker's reputation 
as an "authoritarian" and a believer in one~party 
government, and by the strong military infusion in the 
cabinet's personnel. 


The result 
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The result is that the Democratic Party, in spite of 
its small representation in the new Assembly, gives the 
appearance of having gotten off to a good start, and its 
more enthusiastic supporters are looking to the future 
with considerable optimism. To the neutral observer, 
there are several reasons for regarding the prognosis 
as something less than favorable. 


Some of the most optimistio Democrats have already 
predicted that their Assemblymen will be able so to 
arouse the publio by their attacks on the Government 
that the latter will be forced to dissolve the Assembly 
and call a new general election, possibly within a year. 
Those who hold out this prospect appear to forget that 
a domestic (or international) crisis severe enough to 
shake a regime as firmly entrenched as that of the 
Republican People's Party is not likely to be followed, 
in a country just taking its first steps toward demo~ 
cracy, by an orderly turnover of power from one party 
to another. 


The People's Party is therefore likely to have 
several years in which to rehabilitate itself. It has 
gotten rid, in the cabinet reorganization, of the 
Ministers who were particularly unpopular, such as 
Saracoglu and the Minister of Education, Hasan Ali 
Yttcel - disliked for his demands on the peasants for 
the building of village schools. The President has 
reportedly been much impressed,and depressed, by the 
unexpected extent of the popular dissatisfaction and 
discontent revealed by the election results. If the 
Cabinet now makes a strong attack on the country's 
economic problems and the high cost of living (cer- 
tainly in part at least inevitable results of the war 
and not of mismanagement), does a little housecleaning 
in the administration, and continues to steal some of 
the opposition's thunder for the liberalization of the 
press and police regimes it may recover a great deal 
of lost ground. 


For their part, the Democrats will now need to 
develop a positive program, and the heterogeneous char=- 
acter of their present following may make this difficult. 
In the Assembly election, they got many more votes than 
they had real supporters, because they attracted the 
protest votes of those who had never liked the program 
of the People's Party and the greater number who, over 
a period of 23 years, had developed grudges against the 
Government for any real or fancied reason whatsoever. 
The Democratic campaign was based almost entirely on an 
appeal to the voters to "throw the rasoals out"; it 
accused the Government of incompetency in the economic 
field, of responsibility for the high cost of living, 
profiteering, and the black market, of corruption and a 
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beaucratic mentality, and of suppressing the individual's 
rights of opinion and free speech, But beyond demanding 
the amendment of the press law and parts of the criminal 
code, and the abolition of the mrtial law regime in 
Istanbul, it made no concrete suggestions as to what 
should be done to retrieve the Government's failures. 


Actually the leadership of the Democratic Party 
and a portion of the rank and file are united inopposing 
the manner in which the Republican People's Party has 
imposed Government control on trade and put the Govern- 
ment into industry and distribution, and attribute many 
of the country's troubles to this policy; but the party 
has been unable to begin building a platform with an 
anti-etatism plank because etatism is one of the six 
“arrows of Kemalism" which have been inoorporated in 
the Constitution and are accordingly sacrosanct. 


There can be little doubt, however, that the tie 
which unites those party members who have anything in 
common at all, is anti-etatism. Not long ago a writer 
in the Republican People's Party newspaper Ulus quoted 
an unnamed Democratic Party leader as having described 
the six "arrows" as "a dagger with six poisons thrust 
into the heart of the nation". Anyone who made this 
statement must have done so among friends. 


In more discreet language, a frank statement of 
the Democrats’ position was made by Kenan ner, head 
of the Istanbul branch of the party, in an article 
published in the Istanbul Tasvir of June 13, 1946, 
Since the Democratic Party wished to respect the 
"essential principles of the State", Mr. bner said, it 
had included populism and etatism among its own prin= 
ciples "pending an amendment of the Constitution... 
Although it is logically and physically impossible 
that etatism and populism should go hand in hand, in 
view of the existing legal requirements the Democratic 
Party has endeavored to reconcile these two principles 
in Article 16 and 17 of its program. Those who complain 
of a lack of clarity in these articles should not crit- 
icise the program, (but)...ascribe this to the presence 
among the fundamental principles of the state...of two 
arrows pointing in two entirely different directions". 
It will be a long time, in all probability, before the 
Republican People's Party Assembly majority permits 
the Constitution to be amended to eliminate any of 
the six "arrows", 


The idea of "less government in business" makes 
its strongest appeal in the cities and in the econon- 
ically more developed regions of Western Turkey, and 
it is in fact here that the Democratic Party has thus 
far shown its greatest strength. Moreover, its present 
leadership and its list of Assembly candidates were 
both drawn almost entirely from the big merchants and 
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manufacturers, the city professional groups and the 
large landowners - the latter often alienated from the 
Republican People's Party by the land reform law 
enacted last year and now apparently about to be 
enforced. 


In a country as predominantly rural as is Turkey, 
the cities and the wealthy landowners alone are not a 
sufficiently broad base on which to build hopes of 
eventually becoming the majority party; and even in the 
cities and towns, the Democrats are likely to lose mny 
votes among the industrial workers and the urban pro- 
letariat as soon as a socialist party is organized 
under competent leadership. (There are several reocently- 
formed parties with the word "socialist" in their names, 
but they have shown no signs of long-term viability. ) 


Necmeddin Sadak, who supports the People's Party 
in his moderate, middle of the road newspaper Akshamn, 
has several times said it was unfortunate that Turkey's 
first opposition party should be rightist and not 
leftist: "What the country really needs is an opposi- 
tion which will compel the Republican People's Party 
to take more progressive steps and to lean more left- 
ward, and not an opposition irritated by the distribue 
tion of land to the peasant living like a slave, and 
over the requisition of large fortunes by the State.e. 
The Democratic Party, from the standpoint of the per- 
sonal views, past creeds and present positions of those 
who founded it, has taken its place on the very right 
flank of the Republican People's Party." 


Mr. Sadak thinks that if the new opposition party 
had been leftist it would have silenced the Moscow 
radio, which has been using the "democratic" in "Demo- 
cratic Party" as a stick to beat the Republican People's 
Party with, "because the greatest enemy of the Commu- 
nists are the Socialists". In this he is probably wrong, 
having forgotten that considerations of consistency 
never trouble Moscow. 


He may also be wrong in thinking that the Demo- 
cratic Party, being rightist, will not force the 
Republican People's Party to move to the left; in fact, 
the economic conservatism of the Democrats may have 
precisely this effect - of pushing their opponents, 
not pulling them, to the left. Not the Marxist left 
which Mr. Sadak apparently has in mind, but the demo- 
cratic left. 


The peasant vote will be all-important in Turkey 
in the future. Only the Republican People's Party can 
coerce it, since the Republican People's Party has 
complete control of the administrative machinery of the 
country and the police. If the peasants are left free 
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to vote as they please, and times are bad or grievances 
are widespread, many of them will vote against the 
Government. If the farmer's real income increases and 
the Government makes a real effort to win his goodwill, 
the Republican People's Party has a better chance than 
the Democrats of attracting the support of the country 
districts. 


The peasant has not been universally grateful for 
all the things the Republican People's Party has done 
for him = in particular, there is much resentment at 
the amount of money being spent on new village school 
buildings, for which the villages pay - and he often 
feels he is being pushed around and oppressed by the 
local officials and the gendarmerie. The fact remains 
that the Atattirk-Intntt regime has done much for the 
small Anatolian farmer, and as evidence that it intends 
to do more there is the recent announcement that the 
parceling of large estates will soon be started, begin- 
ning with State lands, under enabling legislation 
enacted last year. Whether this parceling will be in 
the interest of the Turkish economy as a whole is a 
debatable question; but it is likely to attract many 
peasant votes. 


As to what the Democrats will offer the peasants, 
in addition to civil liberties and lower prices, there 
is at present no evidence. There were reports that in 
the recent election some of the Democratic workers in 
the rural districts attempted to capitalize on a sup- 
posed hankering of the older villagers for the past by 
promising them the return of the religious school, the 
Arabic script and the fez, and the Democratic leader 
in Istanbul made a statement in the course of the cam- 
paign which seemed to raise the question of religion in 
the schools, though he hastily denied that this had been 
his intention. It is doubtful if there is any political 
nourishment in this, and Celal Bayar's past record gives 
strong assurance that it will not become general party 
policy. 


On another point of policy, Mr. Bayar's record and 
his character give even more definite assurance: that 
his party will not become an advocate of a Russian 
orientation for Turkey, a counterpart of the Democratic 
Party in Iran. Some of the Republican People's Party 
newspaper supporters believe, or pretend to believe, 
that the attacks of the Moscow radio on the government 
party in.the election and its support of the "democratic 
forces" in Turkey were evidence that some such orlienta~ 
tion was developing. In actual fact, the leaders of 
the two parties are in complete agreement on all essen- 
tial points of foreign policy. An item of evidence in 
point is the Democratic Party's declaration of August 13, 
rejecting the Soviet demands regarding the Straits. 


In addition 
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In addition to the two major parties, a dozen or 
moreminor parties have been formally organized in 
Turkey in the past few months. Some of them did not 
even take part in the Assembly eleotions; not one of 
those which did elected a single deputy; and none of 
them seems at present to have any future. The National 
Resuxgency Party, which for awhile was making some 
progress, has been torn by internal strife and has 
finally decapitated itself by expelling its founder 
and leader, Nuri Demirag. 


When and if a real third party appears, it may well 
be a Peasants' Party, such as has appeared in several 
Balkan countries as they entered a stage in their 
economic and social development roughly comparable to 
that in which Turkey now finds itself. There isa 
fertile field for such a development, for anyone who 
knows how = and is permitted - to cultivate it. 
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Pariamentry Committee studying contested 
election returns covering seats 270 PRP and 34 Demo-~ 
cratic deputies. Premir Peker announced govts policy 
to assembly 11) Aug stressing: Rediness discuss revision 
Montreux convention and flatly rejecting discussion any 
procosal tending impair Turkish sovereignty, intention 
reduce cost living, improve civil service salaries, 
revive commerce, all within framework of govt by demo- 
cratic methods, although firmess of law and order 
could be strongly maintained. Democratic party issued 
statement indorsing foreign policy, declaring it 
national and not part Iran matter. Dp press then 
stated that while his speech encouraging limits, Pekers 
govt will be judged by results of underlying official 
and press action Russian note is Turk belief in vital 
Anglo American interest in whole question. Reaction 
peace conference continues pessimistic with Byrnes replies 
Russian criticism fevorably featured. Carrier Roosevelt 

‘impending Mediterranean cruise begins draw joyful comment. 


Press demands complete cconomic reform to 
prevent distress suggests employ technical advisors 
ui western countries meanwhile commerce ministry 
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“With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. TO adeust 
15, 1946 regarding the decision of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly to investigate complaints regarding the legality of the 
av election of 333 of its 465 deputies, I have the honor to report 
4" that the statements by the Credentials Committee, selected by lot 





ei vu! from among the members of the Assembly, were presented to the Assembly 


during the course of a fifteen and a half hour session on August 26, 
1946. Despite suggestions by various liberal members of the Republi- 
can People's Party that the Party should not take advantage of its 
overwhelming mejority in the Assembly to railroad through all con- 
tested elections, those provincial and individual elections con— 
ered at its August 26 meeting by the Assembly were all passed, 
id no recognition was given to assertions of irregularities in 
\ any of the elections. 


Sat 


In the course of a lively meeting lasting from 9:30 4m. to 
3:30 pam. and from 5 p.m. to 2:40 asm. (during the latter hours of 
which the deputies were so tired that tempers were easily lost 
during debates) Republican People's Party and Democrat Party deputies 
spoke alternately regarding the election situation in the various 
provinces under consideration. The presiding officers (Vice Presi- 
dents of the Assembly) made a good impression in preserving complete 
‘éiitrality despite their position as representatives of the Iiepubli- 
can People's Party in the Assembly. 
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Noteworthy among the speakers was Salamon Adatto, a Jewish 
lawyer of Istanbul, elected deputy on the Democrat Party ticket in 
the recent elections. Journalists, like Peyami Safa and litiseyin 
Cahit Yalgin, have in the past weeks demanded that he be barred froin 
the Assembly because he was allegedly legal counsel for the Soviet 
Toreign Trade Bank office at Istanbul, The Turkish lection Law 
denies to employees of foreign governments the right of election as 
deputies, However, this was not brought up in the Assembly when ir, 
Adatto spoke. He came to the rostrum as the first Jew freely elected 
by the people to the Grand National Assembly in Republican Turkish 
history, His coming up to speek was marked by calls from various 
parts of the Republican People's Party section on the Assembly eine 
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of "Salamon,.Salamon", an anti-Semitic demonstration. 


Another figure of interest was Marshal Fevzi Gakmak, tall, 
erect and gray. He read his short prepared statement of complaints 
regarding the handling of the election at Istanbul. The old gentle- 
man gave the impression of being slowed down physically, and in the 
midst of reading his typed protest, he lost his place and had a 
difficult time in picking up the text again, He was listened to in 
respectful silence by the Assembly but his statement was applauded 
only by the Democrats, 


The Democrat Party speakers showed their mettle and gave promise 
of vigorous, intelligent opposition, Among the notable Democrat new- 
comers to the Assembly floor were Fuad Hulftsi Demirelli, thin, gray 
ex-President of the Court of Cassation, und Abdurrahman Mitnip Berkan, 
Istanbul lawyer, both of whom are deputies for Istanbul. kr. Berkan 
gave e short vigorous speech which so upset his People's Party op- 
ponents that they replied - especially in speeches by hessrs. Ginasi 
Devrin of Zonguldak and Sttreyya Orgeevren of Balikesir - which relied 
chiefly for their effectiveness upon personal and sometimes libelous 
attacks on individuals of the opposition. A later speaker for the 
People's Party was successful in embarrassing Mir. Berkan by producing 
an official record from the year 1930 showing that he had been sus- 
pended from his activities at the Istanbul bar for one month because 
of avoidance of payment of incone tex, 


On the whole, despite an unruly tendency to shout coments from 
the floor during the course of speeches by opponents = even to the 
point of frequent interjections of "'Thatts a lie! - the Assembly gave 
complete freedom of speech to everyone who wished to express his opinion 
on the election even though no concessions were meade by the Republican 
People's Party majority thet there could have been the sli htest ir- 
regularity in any election district. 





No cognizance was even taken when Deputy Adatto of Istanbul 
dramatically produced a h»if-burned page of an election renort showing 
a Democrat Perty sweep in in Istanbul district where the official 
returns - allegedly substituted later for the previous rejort -— geve 
the entire district to the kepublican People's Party. hr. Adatto said 
that he hed offered this piece of evidence to the Election investiga— 
tion Committee, but that the Committee, 21 of whose 30 members belonged 
to the Republican People's Party, had not accepted it. 








In general, the Democrat Party argument was based on two premises: 
first, that everybody knew that in the course of the election, there 
were many flagrant violations of the election law, and second, that in 
the interests of justice and the development of honest, free democracy 
in Turkey, it was necessary to recognize that there had been irregulari- 
ties and to correct them. The People's Party deputies would not grant 
publicly that there had been any irregularities whatsoever, even 
though in some private conversations they freely spoke of the maneuvers 
which had taken place. Furthermore, said 2 number of the People's 
Party speakers, even if there should have been irregularities, still 
for the sake of national unity in the face of the threatening inter- 
national situation, it was better that no admission of irregularity 
be made and that the People's Party victory remain untarnished,. 


The result 
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The result of the day-long debate was that the Democrats gave 
full vent to their ideas regarding the elections and the People's 
Party representatives made the best defense they could. The matter 
wes aired and left to the public to judge, in so far as the public 
can learn of what was said on the Assembly floor in the debate, It 
is questionable whether the Istanbul newspapers - denied by the com— 
mander of Martial Law the privilege of discussing the election ir- 
regularities - will dare to print much material on the subject. At 
Ankara, the capital's only newspaper ULUS, belonging to the People's 
Party, has published the People's Party side of the debate with 
brief quotations, intended to emphasize points ,from speeches of the 
Democrat Party members. The only other newspapers of country-wide 
curculation which will carry full reports of the Assembly debate 
giving the Democrat Party attitude and having a fairly wide circula- 
tion are IZMIR of Izmir and DEMOKRAT of Adana, However, it seems likely 
that in view of the generous circulation which these latter two 
newspapers have even in the capital, the Democrat Party views will 
receive wide airing. 


Although the Credentials Committee has still to report on one 
provincial election and a few individual cases, the bulk of the work 
of examining credentials has been completed by the work of the Assembly 
on August 26 without any change in the original list of elected de- 
puties, Although as a matter of annoyance to the Democrat Party, the 
People's Party had protested against the election of Democrats in all 
provinces where they made sweeps, in practice the People's Party did 
not prosecute these complaints and let them pass without discussion 
when the reports denying the justification of these complaints came 
from the Credentials Committee to the floor of the Assembly, Since 
there were 333 of the 465 deputies in the Assembly elected under cir- 
cumstances considered questionable by one party or the other, it now 
appears that — since all these 333 deputies had the right to vote on 
the validity of all elections, an Assembly made up of a majority of 
persons whose election was contested has now legalized itself by the 
simple expedient of voting for its own legality. 


pectfully yours, 


dwin C. Wilson 
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With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. fies 
of April 6, 1945 and previous despatches regarding the 
trial of certain persons acoused of forming a secret 
society to engage in racist and Turanianist propaganda 
in Turkey, I have the honor to report that the trial 
of these persons was reopened at Istanbul on August 20, 
1946 in Martial Law Court No. 2. 


As will be recalled, these persons were arrested 
on May 9, 1944 under accusation of forming a Pan= 
Turanian organization with racist implications. In the 
speech delivered by President Intntt on Youth Day, 

May 19, 1944, he vigorously criticized such activities 
as being harmful to Turkey's international relations 
and to the unity of the Turkish people at home. At the 
~time. was considered that the Turkish Government's 
action against this group was intended not only to 
prevent formation of any potential revolutionary group 
within the country, but also to obviate a possible 
source of friction between Turkey and Soviet Russia, 
in whose territories most of those Turanians lived 
whom the defendants were said to wish to unite ina 
Pan-Turanian empire. 


The first trial was concluded on March 29, 1945, 
and resulted for most of the 28 defendants in sentences 
of hard labor terms of two to ten years on grounds of 
having plotted against the Government, impugned the 
Government's authority, making illegal propaganda, and 
instigating public demonstrations prejudicial to 
internal security of the country. 


Because the trial was held at Istanbul, which has 
been in a state of Martial Law since 1940, and also 
because a number of the defendants were Army officers, 0 
the trial had been held before a military court. The re 
appeal which was then directed by the defendants agains®, 


their 


Ankara, August 27, 1946 


‘4 Washington. i a ee 


97 LZ-3/00°L98 


Ww/30 


Ankara, Turkey =~ 2 = 
Noe 1064 
August 27, 1946 


their sentences was addressed to the Penal Section of 
the Military Court of Cassation. By decree of October 25, 
1945 this Section cancelled the judgment passed by 
Martial Law Court No. 1, decreed a re-trial of the case 
in Martial Law Court No. 2 at Istanbul, and ordered the 
immediate release of the defendants who had by now been 
one and one-half years in prison. Although the Chief 
Prosecutor twice protested the decision of the Penal 
Section, the Military Court of Cassation upheld the 
decision and made it final. The new trial finally 
began on August 20, 1946. 


At the opening session of the new trial the public 
was given its first knowledge of the reasons upon which 
the quashing of the previous trial had been based. ‘he 
following description is quoted in translation from 
Tasvir newspaper of Istanbul, August 21, 1946: 


"First, there was read the decision of can- 
cellation of the results of the previous trial by 
the Military Court of Cassation. This decision, 
which was long and detailed, cancelled the former 
trial both as regards method and as regards 
principle. The Military Court of Cassation con- 
sidered justified the claims that the defendants 
were made to give evidence for the preparatory 
investigations with pressure and torture; that 
the evidence was illegally got from them; that 
the evidence of defendants and witnesses at 
Martial Law Court No. 1 was not taken down word 
for word; that parts in favor of the defendants 
were omitted from the record; that the objections 
of those concerned were ignored; that even the 
stamped petitions which they presented were 
rejected; and that their rights of defense were 
violated. Therefore, the entire judgment was 
cancelled as regards the method of the trial. 
Furthermore, the Court considered the inclusion 
in the record of President Intnt''s speech of 
May 19, 1944 as an infringement of impartiality. 


"From the point of view of principle, the 
cancellation of the judgment is based on lack 
of evidence. The Court considers that the 
offenses were not proved, that they were simply 
assertions made by one defendant; that, since it 
is illegal to pronounce sentences without proof, 
important people whom the defendants requested 
as witnesses - such as Marshal Fevzi Gakmak, 
Memduh Gevket Esendal, Hamdullah Subhi Tanritver, 
Governor Lutfi Kirdar of Istanbul, etc. = should 
be summoned as witnesses and that a number of 


other 
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other points of evidence in favor of the 
defendants should be taken into consideration. 


"The statement by the Military Court of 
Cassation also deals with the mtter of racist 
propaganda, saying that it is the right of a 
citizen, written in the Constitution, to think 
and speak as he wishes, and adds that racism 
is not opposed to the main lines of the Consti- 
tution and is simply a matter of conception of 
nationalism." 


It is clear from Tasvir's statement why the content 
of the decision of the Military Court of Cassation has 
not heretofore been made public. Although this was the 
only Istanbul newspaper (i.e. paper in the Martial Law 
area) to give the statement in such detailed form, the 
other newspapers gave it in substance, an act which is 
a good indication of the progress of press freedom in 
Turkey in the past few months. At the time of the 
first trial, Moscow Radio bitterly criticized the 
Turkish Government for the limited number of Turanianists 
arrested and for the leniency of their treatment. It 
will be interesting now in view of the recent changes 
in Soviet-Turkish relations to see what decision 
results from the current trial. 


Respectfully yours, 


Ps 


Edwin C. Wilson 
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One ov more pages of this Embassy's despatch Wo. 106, 
of August 27, 1946, entitled "Reopening of Trial of Pan- 
Tuvanians at Istanbul" have beeome detached and lost. ‘The 
Embassy has only pages 1 and 2. 


It will be appreciated if the Department ean have b 
copy of this despatch reproduced and forwarded to the Embassy. 
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Police promptly dispersed demonstration Turkish 
University students this morning Beyezit Square 
Istanbul. Demonstration followed newspaper TASVIR 
articles alleging Turks killed, mistreated in 
Yugoslavia. Police reportedly fire’ in sir and 
arrested some demonstrators. 
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x I have the honor to report thet on September 1, 1946, 
elections for the Provincial General Councils were held in 
Turkey. Although the final figures have not as yet been 
announced, the Ministry of Interior Affairs has informed the 
Embassy that of the 1259 seats in the Provincial General 
Councils, the Republican People's Party. won 1162, the Democrst 
Party 94, and independent candidates 3. 


(The election of members of the Provinciel General Councils 
tekes place every four years, There is one Provinciel General 
Council for each Province, the number of Councilmen depending 
upon the size of the Province. The Provincial Genera] Conncils 
concern themselves with such matters ss prepering the annual 
budget of the Province, mainteining roeds, bridges, hospitels, 
schools and other public works, and dealing with the Ministry 
of Interior Affairs on metters affectins the Province. Members 
of the Councils have an excellent opportunity to contribute 
towards the politicel guidance of the peasants.) 


1-S/00°L98 _ 
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According to figures so far ;ublished, the Democrat Party 
won 6 portion of the seats in the Councils of the following 
Provinces: Afyon-Belikesir, Ankera, Purdur, Canekkale, Corum, 
Denizli, Diyarbakir, Isperte, Kastemonu, Velatya, Maras, Semsun, 
Sivas, Yozgset, 


vf a5) 


The elections were marked by an attitude of extreme indif- 
ference and apathy on the part of the Turkish voter. It is 
estimated that participstion in the elections did not exceed <D 
25 per cent of the electorate at the most. Supporters of the F 
Democrat Perty have explained to officers of the Embassy that Lo ; 
the reason for the low degree of perticipation is thet the voter E 
were disgusted with the dishonest wey the People's Perty condu 
elections, and refrained from voting es a Sign of protest. . 


— = This factor x 
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This factor should be taken into consideration, but also involved 
is the fact that the preceding municipsl and legislative elections, 
which were politically far more important, sroused grest political 
interest in the country, with the result that the provincial 
elections suffered by contrast. It must also be recalled that 

the September 1 elections took plece while the harvest wes still 
being taken in and the peasants fully occupied with this very 
necessary task, 


The lack of interest shown in the provincial elections 
was reflected in the fact that they took place in calm and order, 
with the exception of Izmir, where a minor disturbance occurred 
on election day. 


As a result of the elections, the People's Party in most 
Provinces continues as political mentor of the peasant, However, 
in some Provinces the peasants can for the first time listen 
to the counsel of elected Government officiels belonging to a 
bona fide opposition party. 
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a & 
boas ©With reference to the Embassy's telegram Noe 
1. | 981 of September 11, 1946, I have the honor to for- 

4.4 ward herewith the text in translation of two articles 

/ yo. 4 entitled "What is Behind the Iron Curtain?" by Kadri 

t Kayabal, which appeared in the Istanbul newspaper 
casvir in Turkish, on September 8 and 9, 1946. These 
articles were the {mmo diate cause of the student demon- 
stration which took place on Beyazit Square in front of 
the University on September 11, and described in the 
telegram under reference. 
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According to newspaper accounts, about a thousand 
ING University students assembled in the morning at 10 
o'clock in the lower hall of the University building. 
~ After the Turkish national anthem had been sung, two 
OF students made speeches, and after another patriotic 
2 /& song had been sung, the assembled students left the 
G .> hall and proceeded to Beyazit square in front of the 
1 ae University with the intent of proceeding to the 
Yugoslav and Bulgarian Consulate buildings before 
which they proposed to demonstrate in protest against 
the persecutions of the Turkish minorities in these 
countries. 


Q¥e 


ye fan 


However, upon emerging onto the syuare, it was 
4 Haye. seen that the Commander of Martial Law at Istanbul had 
taken heavy police measures to prevent any demonstra- 
»\ tion and the crowd was dispersed by the police. Although 
) there was no incident during the meeting, it is reported 
\ “> that sound of revolver shots was heard and that the police 
\ fired several warning shots to speed the dispersing crowd 


% on its way. A number of the University students were held 

~~ for questioning by the police, but after making statements 
“tL they were released. _ \ 
we sim ' 


It is reported that copies of the enclosed 
articles "What is Behind the Irom Curtain?", clipped 
from Tasvir were posted by the students in various 
prominent positions around Istanbul. The articles 
read luridly. They describe deportations, massacres, 
the forced marriage of Moslem girls with Christians, 
executions on charges of being partisans of the eneny, 
suicides (including the mass suicide of a family of 
150 members of Foga), concentration camps, summary 
military courts, and the unimown fate of thousands of 
persons of Turkish origin in Yugoslavia. 


In this connection it will be remembered that other 
reports of oppression of Turkish minorities have recently 
been received from refugees entering Turkey from western 
Thrace and also from correspondents in the Dodecanese 
Islands (reference Embassy's despatch No. 1102 of 
September 11). 


Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


aA 5S. Bursley 


Counselor of Embassy 
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Enclosure 1/ to Despatch No. 1109 of September 13, 1946, 
American Embassy, Ankara, on subject Student Demonstra- 
tion at Istanbul on September 11, 1946 Against Yugoslav 
and Bulgarian Persecution of Turkish Minorities 


RANSLATION 


From Tasvir newspaper Istanbul, 
eptember 8, 1946 


what is Behind the Iron Curtain?" 
by Kadri Kayabal 


The Russianshave encircled with an iron curtain the 
countries they have occupied, ‘This iron curtain has 
been set up in order that the atrocities committed to 
establish bolshevism and to prevent the leaking out 
into the world of news of the terrorism prevailing in a 
horrible manner as well eas to prevent from penetrating 
into the country that wind of freedom which is stronely 
blowing in every corner of the world. 


Very little news emanates from behind the iron 
curtain, ‘the world has always felt goose pimples rise 
at the news which somehow comes from the Russian 
Paradise (!). In spite of ell efforts, the Russians 
cannot prevent the leaking out of this terrifying mews. 
Just as they have not been able to prevent the leaking 
out of the events you are going to read of in these 
columns. 


yhe documents in our possession have made it 
possible for us to let the whole world know cuite 
openly in tlese columns the position of our racial 
brothers in Yugoslavia, ‘he addresses of the witnesses 
now in Italy are being preserved by us. ‘hey have also 
informed their recial brothers that they heve informed 
the Allied authorities of the horrible atrocities 
committed on the jurks. Among them there is especially 
a young and beautiful iurkish zirl who, in order to 
protect her chastity and honor, lived for weeks in the 
basement of a house and finally merried sn Italian 
doctor end fled to 'rieste. 


whe tragedy with which the urkish elements in 
yugosleyia were afflicted during the Second World wer 
is very great. Now our racial brothers in Yugoslavia 
under Russian occupation, who are being gradually 
ennihilated, experienced the first blow under l‘ihailovitch. 


It is estimated that fifty thousand iurke have heen 
killed up to now. 


The slaughter in Gaynige, Metelke, Goredja and 
Foga where the iurks ere densely settled has heen the 
worst of all. 


one 


me 


_ one night the population at Foge wes avakened at 
this news: "Thousands of Chetniks are coming from 
Montenegro to our town", 


. The Foga people, the majority of whom ere Turks, 
took the effectsmost necessary to them and began Geserte 
ing the town. ‘the same news was heard at Gaynice, 
Metalke and Gorajda. ‘Thousands of people, men, women, 
and children were in the streets. ‘their flight in the 
direction of Taglica was a heart-rending sight. The 
sick were carried on shouléers. ‘omen and children were 
weeping as they were walking. 


While this flight was taking place, the Chetniks 
overtook them and began slaughtering them in the most 
brutal Way, men, women, and children. Jers end noses 
were slashed and eyes were gonged out of those who 
opposed. ‘this was done in a manner which the imavine- 
tion of a human being of the present century cennot 
erasp. A few days later ‘'aglica was full of people 
who hed gone through this cruelty. Because those who 
were left alive had arrived to Taglica with their 
wounded and sick. ‘his tragedy is still told in every 
house at iaglica. 


having committed this slaughter, the Chetniks with- 
drew, But all roads and ditches in the vicinity of 
VYaglica were filled with the corpses of Turks. Before 
this, the Turks died during the bombardment. But this 
was an action principally carried out against the 
Turks. Following this slaughter, the lurks held it 
necessary to arm themselves. 


the ‘turks who had experienced the world trasedy 
in all its hitterness were justly preparing themselves 
for a struggle, especially they were attacked first by 
Mihailovitch and then, at the instisation of Russia, 
by Wito's forces. Furthermore these men helonged to a 
race which would not hold beck from fighting. Just so 
it happened. In order to protect their race, the Yugo- 
slav Turks without asking the protection of other 
countries, as other elements did, made prenarations to 
defend themselves. 


Sevket Selmanovitch, who is a Turkish Deputy in 
the Yuroslay Parliament, Mehmet Bayrektaroviteh who is 
the Meyor of Foga and Bekir Gagatovitch together with 
their comrades immediately organized a srovn of rebels 
and sterted working in the nlace where the slaughter 
took plsece. 


when iito became the ruler of Yugoslevia, the 
sleughters and inouisitions were continued, the bloody 
fighting was taking place between the 'urks and Chetniks, 
and hundreds of Jurks disappeared every day. ‘The Germans 
and Italians had withdrawn, end the Russians had 
occupied all Yugoslavia. 


The people 
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The people did not know as yet the true nature of 
Tito. It was at a time like this that Eerzegovina, 
Mostar, Banyalukae, tskop and Tuzla where approximately 
a million Turks may be found, decided to carry out 
certain decisions. 


In an order issued at the request of the Russian 
authorities, it was stated: 

‘Freedom has at last come to this country. ‘This 
freedom, which is brought by the Soviets, will be fully 
applied, Nobody can oppose the application of this 
freedom. ‘those who oppose it will be turned over to 
the organized new courts and they will be severely 
punished. Due to the exigencies of this freedom, 
everybody can marry any person he wants to marry. 
Especially the Moslems must give up the habit of not 
marrying their daughters to Christians." 


The freedom brought by the Russians was such that 
it ruled even the usage and customs. 


The secret purpose in this wes plain. ‘The Russians 
followed the policy of annihilating the Turkish race by 
means of forcing marriages between Turkish girls and 
Christians. This wag the first campaign waged by the 
Russians against the lurks. ‘VJito's nature became 
plain at last. 


It was a few days after the announcement of this 
order, namely, the order that the Christians can marry 
Moslem girls thet an incident took place at Banyaluka. 
A Serbian young man wanted to marry the daughter of 
Raziyovitch, a conservative Turkish family. ‘hen the 
family refused his proposal, the young man took the 
case before the Russian courts and complained that the 
Moslem girl he wanted to marry was not given to him. 
vhe Russian Commander summoned the girl's father and 
ordered him to give his daughter. When the father 
refused again in the same manner, the Commender_sent 
two soldiers to the man's house and had the girl brought 
before him. It looked as if the Commander was going to 
perform the marriage ceremony amidst soldiers with 
bayonets. When the father saw that there was no way 
of escape, he pretended to agree to the order end asked 
for permission to make the necessary preparations. 


Father and daughter who left the Commander's office 
returned home and decided to run away from Banyaluke, 
In fact, the Raziovitch family left the town thet night. 


But a few days later the news about the fete of 
the family was heard: ‘the girl's father had been murdered. 


The Russian 
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The Russian authorities immediately opened investi- 
gations. 


The murderer was found in a very short time. This 
murder was committed by the girl's cousin... 


Her young cousin by the name Hasbi was punished with 
death in spite of his plain innocence. While the girl 
had disappeared. Had she committed suicide or had she | 
run away? The pople of Banyaluka did not know. 


It was made a point to publicize, especially to let 
the Turkish elements know about it. Henceforth, the 
idle tramps of Serbians started molesting the Turkish 
families. There is no limit and reckoning of those 
whose houses have heen destroyed, of persons killed and 
missing. This merciless policy of extermination pursued 
by the Russians against Turkish elements continues in 
all its violence. 


Tomorrow I shall tell you how the Turks who are not 
communists are put to work, the struggle and death of 
Deputy Sevket, the Mayor and their comrades, how the 
mosques and churches were closed, and other tragedies 
taking place behind the iron curtain. 


Enclosure 2 to Despatch No. 1109 of September 135, 1946, 
American Embassy, Ankara, on subject Student Demonstra- 
tion at Istanbul on Septembe: 11, 1946 Against Yugosluv 
and Bulgarian Persecution of Turkish Minorities 


TRANSLATION 


From Tasvir newspaper Istanbul 
September 9, 1946 


“What is Behind the Iron Curvain?" 
by Kadit Kayabal 


The Bolsheviks wore just as bad vo the Turks in 
Yugoslavia as Michailovitch was. They were also acting 
as cruelly as the Chetniks, they were also doing every~ 
thing possible in order to kill and exterminate the 
Moslem generation. Michailovitch was called the "Butcher 
of Turks." This surname was given to this man as the re- 
sult of the mass murders, Tito was another Dr. Petiot, 
Because he was also eliminating gradually the Moslem race. 
But the Russians did not even show the patience exhibited 
by Tito. 


The crimes conmitted in theBosenskibrod and Sovlenski- 
brod villages did not frighten the residents of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. On the contrary, it mde it possible for 
them to oppose the Bolsheviks with a stronger spirit. 

When it was proved by this spirit that the Moslems were 
always ready to fight at all costs rather than have their 
honor trampled on by the Moscovites, the Russian authori- 
ties resumed their traditional policy of "Exile." 


Plevle, that is to say, about seventy small and large 
villages located between Taglica and Zagreb were evacuated 
within one night by the Russian troops. The Moslems 
living in these villages started on a journey without 
knowing their destination. Most of them were caught on 
the highroads and were shot under the charge "You were 
German partisans," The Russians have never done anything 
illegal. They would even qonsider public opinion. But 
it was not difficult to destroy a person who was driven 
away from his own village and was caught at anotier village 
or tow, and was eliminated after a brief trial in the 
People's Courts on the accusation that he was @ German 
partisan. 


The Russians went so far in driving the people, 
starting confusion, and shooting during this confusion 
thousands of Turks under the pretext that they were 
German partisans that to put an end to it, the Turkish 
Deputy §Sevket Selmano, the former Mayor of Foga, Bekir 
Bayraktaroglu, and his comrades who had organized a band 
of irregulats in order to defend the Turks against the 
forces of Michailovitch, the Butcher of Turks, went as a 
delegation from Taglica to Foga and wented to explain the 
situation to Russians. 


But although 
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But although they were representatives, all of 
them were immediately arrested and, as wsual, on the 
assertion that they were "German partisans," were shot 
at once, 


News of new suicides was heard every day as a 
result of the terrifying activities and assaults of the 
Bolsheviks directed against the Turkse The suicides 
continue even to this day. The majority of those who 
commit suicide are Moslem girls who do not submit to 
the wishes of Russian soldiers or who, despite the orders 
of the Bolshevik Commander, refrain from marrying Christe 
tans. . 


In addition to these, there are many others who put 
an end to their lives because they cannot stand Russian 
terrorism and Boshevik behavior. 


In addition to these periodic tragedies, there took 
place such a tragedy that everybody who living today in 
Yugoslavia remembers it with a shiver. The fate of a 
family residing at Foga and having many relativesiin 
Istanbul - with a prominent doctor among them - is very 
heart rending indeed. The news of cruelty done by the 
Bolsheviks while they were spreading out in Yugoslavia 
without admitting or recognizing sacred things, honor 
and chastity, moved faster than they did. Well, when 
the Russian forces approached Foga, a big family con- 
sisting of one hundred and fifty members, all of sam 
town, drowned themselves at one time in the Drina River. 
History records many family suicides; but I do not sup- 
pose there 1s any record showing that a family one 
hundred and fifty members all committed suicide at once. 


The campaign of extermination started by the 
Bolsheviks against non-Conmunist elements, especially 
the Turks, is maintained in various places. No foreign- 
ers are allowed in these regions on the ground that the 
order of tranquillity is disturbed. In fact, there is 
no order of tranquillity, but this disorder is the re- 
sult of the struggle of a group:which is fighting for 
their lives, The armed Turks dealt their first blow to 
the Bolsheviks at Sarayevoda. This was the first vengeance 
for thousands of innocent Moslems who were murdered, But 
the Bolsheviks were not slow in their retaliation. Very 
shortly the Turkish villages along the Sarayevo were pulled 
down and the men of the villages were assembled and then 
eliminated. It has become natural to come across sights 
like this in time of war behind the iron curtain, There 
is no normal life in Yugoslavia. This country is not only 
under rigorous administration as if it were in a state of 
war, but it is living also its most critical days with 
isolated concentration camps and military courts. 


There are 
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There are thousands of our racial brothers in the 
camps. Very often they do not know why they are taken 
to these camps. The ctr courts are still sentencing 
people to death in groups. t is forbidden to inquire 
about missing people. No mother has leamed about her 
missing son. There is no woman who can learn about the 
fate of her annihilated husband. Nobody dares make in- 
quiries about them. 


What do they do with these missing people? Do they 
exile them to Siberia, or do they throw them into fur- 
naces? This is not known! But the Imown thing is that 
TESA AYER is living a life of torture behind the iron 
curtain. 


Tomorrow I shall speak to you about the other activi- 
ties of Bolsheviks. 
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Ivheve the honor to refer to the Embassy's despetch No. 
1064 6f August 27, 1946, regarding the reopening in Istanbul 
of the trial of certain persons accused of forming a secret society 
to engage in racist and Turanienist propagenda in Turkey, and 
to report below excerpts fram the September 19 proceedings of 
the trial, which are interesting as revealing the philosophy 

/ NE and motives of these persons. The information wes contained in 
the September 19 issue of the Istanbul newspaper Tesvir. 
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YEA The first excerpt is an account of the int errogetion by 
Z Fe the presiding judge of one of the defendants, Cihad Savagfer, 
as follows; 


66¢D “Do you mean that you wished to develop Turkicism as a 
/C1G social ideal and a scientific subject; to spread this ideal 
by publicetions; to assure its acceptance and adaptation by 
public opinion; and thus to assure that future governments 
Ba would accept these ideals adopted in the country and would act 
/ Oh accordingly; that you wished to make publications in order to 
ae a assure this purpose?" 


A /79 


‘. Savegfer replied: 
) "Yes, this was our aim in gathering to make publications. 
(fio 4 We never harbored any intention of overthrowing the Government. 
\. For once the ideal was spread, the aim would be achieved of itself." 
aa Judge: 
“Supposing the Government did not fell in with this 
wish of public opinion?" 
ee Sevesfer: “It hed to." 
The Judge persisted: 
“It might not. Are there no governments which do not 
comply with the wishes of public opinion? It may also happen 
thet although your ideals are adopted by everyone, the Governme! 
does not fall in with the general desire. What was to have oA 
heppened then?” wv \ 
As Savagfer insisted that the Government would not refuse? 
to comply, the matter remained confused. E a 
o Sy 
The second excerpt, ~ 
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The second excerpt, which is a more forceful indication 
of Turanianist aims, is taken from the testimony of another 
defendant, Reha Oguz Tarkkan. 


"Yes, I believe it is national duty to inform the new 
generation of this country that there are Turks living beyond 
the Turkish frontiers. Yes, I believe that the day will come 
when all Turks will seek their independence and free themselves 
of the yoke of slavery. I desire this sacred ideal to be 
rooted in the hearts of Turkish children. If these are offenses, 
I am proud to admit them. But I am convinced that the political 
aspect of the matter is only concerned with 30 to 40 years 
hence, and that Turkey must not be dragged to out-of-season 
adventures, * 


The trial is continuing and further developments will 
be reported. 


Respectfully yours, 


Ws 3 S. Bursley 


Charge a’Affaires ad interim 
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I have the honor to refer to my despatch No, 1121 of 
September 23, 1946, and to transmit herewith further excerpts 
from the proceedings of the triel of Pan-Turanians now taking 
plece in Istanbul, as transleted from the newspepers Tasvir 
and Tanin. These excerpts further indicate the purposes for 
which the accused were working, 


On September 20 the defendant Zeki Velidi testified in 
part as follows: 


"Well, it was around the idea of an ‘Eastern Turkish 
Union’ thet friends of Turkestan and I met here the end of 
June to the end of July 194). Our aim was to establish the 
‘Eastern Turkish Union’ and to obtain powerful members here. 
It'was with this Turkestan group that we met end discussed 
the matter. Just then it occurred to us to swear to work 
for one cause and preparing a mode of swearing we had those 
in the organization take the oath. The oath wes more or less 
like this; 


“We shall work, even at the cost of our lives, for unity 
of thought, language and culture emg the Turkestanians between 
Northern Caucasia and Chinese-Turkestan, and we shall die for 
this if necessary. 


"While thinking of this, another idea occurred to us. 
We thought of helping ‘lurks in Turkestan and Turkestanians taken 
prisoners by the Germans in the Soviet-Germen battles. This 
wes, Of course, subject to the consent of the government. We 
sent Dr. Hesan Ferit Cansever to Governor Dr. lutfi Kirder, end 
he obtained en appointment with the Governor. I accompanied him 
to the Governor thet day. We wrote our aims down on paper end 
he said he would reply & ter, He did indeed and the reply was 
in the negative. ' 


“On one occasion, I went to Ankere and got in touch with = 


Marshal Cekmak, then Chief of the General Staff, and Numen _ 
Menemencioglu, then Minister of Foreign Affairs. I informed a 
them thet as 
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them that my friends, whose names I gave, wished to go to Turke- 
stan via China or other routes on to Germany, and I requested 
financial support. I also inquired whether this would be in 
keeping with the Government's policy and whether such a trip 
would be permitted. However, I failed to get any reply, affirma- 
tive or negative. 


“Again at this time, I got in touch with the German Embessy 
to arrange for the passage of some friends who wished to go to 
Germany to get in touch with Turkestanians in Germany. The 
Embessy gave me a cold reception and said that the matter would 
be referred to Berlin and action would be taken when a reply 
hed arrived. 


"I ascertained later thet the Germans hed put us off as 
the esteblishment of a great Moslem Government entitled the 
"Zastern Turkish Union' did not suit them. 


“Finally we had to give up our activities as Government 
authorities did not give us the necessary permission." 


According to the newspaper Tasvir, Velidi also seid during 
the course of his testimony: “Some of us accepted Turks, 
regardless of tribal differences, from the Caspian Sea to the 
Chinese Wall.....0n the other hand, others did not desire the 
union of all Turks in the East, and were in favor of setting up 
separate states....eIhe Germans were not in favor of all Eastern 
Turks uniting. It suited them better that they should unite 
in groupSece* 


Further developments will be reported. 


Respectfully yours, 


(aie 


Herbert S. Bursley 
Cherge d'affaires ad interim 
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le I had lunch and e three hour conversation with Jteut 
Bey on 30 September 1946. itauf Bey is a former Turkish Naval 
officer, a former Minister of harine under the last Sultan, 
former Turkish Prime Minister in the 1920's, and was Turkish 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James' in the early 1940's. 

He is on a tour which has tncluded France and Great Britain, 
and this country, ostensibly as a private citizen, His 
precise mission was not disclosed. lie emphasized that he !.as 
no official connection with the Turkish Government and 
responds to questions only with his personal opinion. tie is 
tighly intelligent and obviously an experienced statesmane 

He impressed me as entirely stncere and frank. jie was vost 
courteous and helpful. ‘evertheless, the clarity of his 
conversation was somewhat impaired by his lack of fluency 

in the Lnglish lenguage, and by a habit of speaking at length” 
of the historical background of an issue before coming to the 
point - occasionally missing the point altogether. urthoer- 
more, umer the conditions obtaining at this interview, it 
was not proper for me to make written notes as the conversation 
orogressed. ‘herefore the report of this conversation witeb 
follows may not be strictly accurete in every particulare | =: 


I. INTERNAL CONDITIONS IN TUKKY. pag 
2. haut Bey'said that there was no need to fear for thé 





internal security of Turkey. The Armenians resident in Turkey Po 


are mostly completely absorbed into the Turkish philosophy of 
nationalism. ‘hose who are not completely loyal are well 
known, and can be easily handled as a police problem. The 
Armenians, Jews, and Greoks resident in Turkey aro easily 
Played off ane ayainst the other by the Turks. ‘The USS5k has 
recently embarked on a campaign to return Armenians rosident 
abroad to Russian Armenia. The Turkish Government offered 

all Armenians resident in Turkey immediate visas to partieipste 
in this repatriation campaigne According to Kauf Bey, only 
two Armenians in all of Turkey asked for visas, the rest 


big * more than ha to romain in Turke GNI COMMENT s 
“ei hed t the hard sit AMEeeecor to thé 


n 50 out of 59,000 Armenians" 
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3e The Kurds are not well organised, nor have they any 
modern warelike equipment, nor would they know how to we it 

if they had ite Kurds themselves are divided into a number 
of Nomadio tribal bands, and have fequent fights among theme 
selves. leuf Bey considered the Kurds to be no particular 
problem as the Turks would be able to play one tribe against 
another in case of a concerted move, inspired by Russia or 
otherwise, on the part of the Kurds against Turkey. However, 
he did not consider the Kurds as any great asset Turkey. He 
bad no great fear of any Russian success to use the Kurds as a 
fifth column within Turkeys 


he Rauf Bey said the Russian Orthodox Qureh, although 
completely controlled by the Eremlin, was not a problem in 
pore i since there was no connection between any church and 
the State in Turkey where freedom of religion is guaranteed 
by the constitution. He did say that in other countries the 
Russian Orthodox Church was a very powerful instrument for 
Russian Fifth Colum influence. 


Se Rauf Bey stated that the infiltration of Communism 
into the Turkish people was negligible, that there was m 
Communist io subérsion or influence in the Turkish Army. The 
question of participating in National politics by the Turkish 
Army was not covered in this conversation. 


be Rauf Bey stated that while Turkey en jo high prestige 
among the nations of the Arab League, Turkey did not count on 
any Significant assistance from the Arab League in case of 

war between Turkey and any other country. He said that in 
general the countries of the Arab League had very little in the 
way of hillitary resources, that Turkey had sorupulously avoided 
making any promises to countries of the Arab League which they’ 
could not fulfill, and that reciprocally they did not expect 
any assistance from Arab countriea. (In this connection he 
made a none-tooeoblique oriticism of Great Britain which had 
made numerous promises to the Arabs, which had not been 
fulfilled). 


Te Turkey's plan for industrial expansion is necessarily 
stalled, he stated, because of the need for keeping a large 
army mobilized. This has been a very serious drain on Turkish 
economy. Ho believes that the people of Turkey will accept 
their present low standard of living as long as the hillitary 
threat continues. He believes that once that threat is 
removed, it will be a political necessity to demobilize ami 
immediately raise the standard of living which is unbelievably 
low at presente. That will be a critical time for the Turkish 
Government, ani then nore than at any other time they will 
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ned help frog the Western powers to restore their economy and 
assist with injustrial expansion in order to avoid internal 
political turmoil in Turkey. Such turmoil might become fertile 
grounis for the seeds of communism. 


II. FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


8. Rauf Bey's philosophy towards foreign relations was quite 
similar to that which I have observed in other rie namely, 
complete self-respect tinged with a certain amount of dis- 
illusionment. The Turks have been promised help in the form of 
alliances on numerous occasions, but when the crisis arrived, 
the promised help had not materialized. Therefore, they feeL 
that they camot rely too strongly on foreign assistance, or on 
wkitten treaties, or on alliances, ‘They umerstand that very 
often the alliances are made in good faith but the obligations 
are not fulfilled because it is impossible at the time in 
question for the other nation, being sorely preased itself, to 
do so, not through any lack of desire or good will. Neverthee 
less, they feel they must be realistic and face the facts 
rather than good will. They also feel that the dissolution 

of the old Turkish empire has trimmed modern Turkey down to 

an integral nation with a high degree of unity and a determina- 
tion to mintain its sovereign independence. They will fight 
for their independence to the lest Turk. They say that if it 1s 
to the interest of some other country to help them, they would 
expect help, but in any case, they will fight to the last Turke 
There is a marked ami rather refreshing attitude of self= 
reliance as compared to the obsequious claims for assistance 
from Unole Sugar, frequently observed among the representatives 
of other countries. 


9 Rauf Bey was absent from Turkey on his ourrent journey 
during the visit of King Farouk of Egypt to Turkey. He does 
not know the pupose of his visit unless it was to return the 
visit of the President of Turkey to Cairo. ONI CO ¢@ There 
are three possiblo reasons for this visit - King Farouk might 
have wanteds 
a) to get Turkey's attitude with regard to the 
Palestina problem. 
b) To get Turkey's attitude toward the negotiations 
now taki place between the British and 
Egyptian Governnent se 


@) A pleasure tripe He did not go to Ankara but 
only as far as a port on the Mediterranean 
coaste 


10. Rauf Bey dodged my question about Breton iiood's 
kesclution No. 6 (having to do with German assets seized in 
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11. Rauf Bey also claimed to know nothing about the progress 
that the Turkish Purchasing Commission was making in securing 
additional merchant vessels and railroad equipment.# He did say 
they were very badly in need of additional railroad equipment, 
but that transportation within Turkey was very much better now 
than it had been at the end of World War I. 


12. Rau Bey believes that Anglo-American collaboration 1s 
essential for the peace and well-being of the world. While 
critical of "Perfidious Albion" he thinks the political maturity 
ani world-wide interests of England, together with the youth 
vigor, wealth and greateheartedness of rica are a power ful 
and beneficent combination. 


III. TURKISH ARMY. 


13. In response to a question about the Turkish Army maneuvers 
in Eastern Turkey, he emphasized that he was only giving his per=- 
Sonal opinion as a private citizen, which was that the maneuvers 
were intended to be a show of strength in the direction of the 
Russian frontier on the Northeast, to demonstrate to Turkey as 
well as to ltussia the great improvement in Turkish transportation 
facilities, which made it possible to move large bodies of Turkish 
troops in a short time, and to discourage Kkussian plans or efforts 
to infiltrate into that part of Turkey. 


14. The reason for replacing the Turkish Chief of Staff, 
General Orbay, by Omurtak was not covered in this conversatione# 


156 Rauf Bey stated that the Catalca Line, the ultimte 

line of defense protecting Istanbul from the iiest, is a very 
strong line from a Military point of view. He believes that 

it can be firmly defended by the Turkish Army, provided they 

have sufficient logistic support and do not lose control of the 
air in that areae He says the Turks believe in a mobile defense, 
with no Maginot line complexe ONI COMMENT: Do not consider 
that the line can be held indefinitely. 


16. The present Turkish Amy has a strength of 800,000" 
active. The armed forces are all consoripted (except officers), 
with one year of active service and 20 years peserve for soldiers, 
5 gti of active service and 7 years res.rve for sailors. 
ae COMMENT: The figures seem highe Estimated at 540,000 

rained reserves of about 900,000. 


IV. TURKISH NAVY. 


17. Naval conscripts are taken from the coastal regionse 
Rauf Bey could not or would not give his estimate of the 
personnel strength of the Turkish Navye I asked if it was 


# Turkish Ambassador later said Commission was raking good pro= 
gress but did not elaborate, 

# Turkish Ambassador later said Orbay "elevated" to Supreme 
Council because of age and ripe experience, that Omurtak was 


a young, active, able and respected “SECR ET 
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less than 30,000. He said it was considerably less than that. 

He did not believe that the Turkish Navy was going to be inoreased 
materially above its current figure. ca 1 ONI oatimates 
indicate about 1,000 officers and 9,000 men on active duty and 
about 39,000 reserve officers and mone 


18. Rauf Bey agreed that the Turkish Navy had laid great 

emphasis on mine laying and minesweeping, and explained that 

a | wore experienced and skillful in that art. He had been 

told about the additional minesweepers purchased from England. 

He also understood that the English were giving the Turks 

oes assistance in their mine laying program for the 
Be 


19. He stated that mining the Straits was entirely feasible, 
and with modern methods which the Turks were able to use that the 
current in the Dardanelles which has a maximum strength of about 
five knots was no obstacle to effective mining. le said that 

the Straits could be made impassable to the Kussian or = 
other Navy by mining. When preased a little further he tted 
that this might require control of the air over ths Straits 

to prevent the reduction of Turkey's defonses, ami to prevent 
interference with mine laying. 


20. He stated that it washis opinion that there would be no 
move in the imnediate future to add a fleet air arm to the 
Turkish Navy. 


21. Rauf Bey stated that the Turkish Navy could stand up 
against the Kussian Navy in the Straits provided the Kussians 
did not have command of the air. He felt that there was no 
great threat from itussian landing operations, also provided 
the liussians did not have unopposed command of the air. 


Ve USS TAe 


22. Rauf Bey's opinion was that Russia will not attempt 
any Mild tery accression because (a) the Kussian people are war 
weary, ne Russian magmes can be easily whipped into 
intense patriotic effort when the sacred soil of Mother ‘iussia 
is in danger, vut are apathetic about an offensive war against 
other Nations, and (c) the Russians are doing very well in 
their diplomatic offensive making it wwewssary for them to 
start a military offensive, at least for the time beinge 


236 Rauf Bey stated that the internal conditions in hussiea 
are worse than is generally known, If my memory is correot, he 
said that 60,000,000# Ukranians were homeless, presenting a 
very grave problem in internal security to iussia. He stated 
it was his belief that Marshal Zimkov had been sent to Odessa 
primarily to use his prestige in discouraging possible revolt 
in the Ukraine. As a secormary reason, he thought internal 


* Kust have misunerstood the figuree 
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politics# might partially account for this move. #ONI COMMENTs 
Possibly transferred to discipline hime om 


aye Reuf Bey indicated that he was not informed on Hussian 
troop movements into Bulgaria, therefore, I did not pursue this 
sub ject any further. . 


256 He stated that the Georgians were a very serious 
ssident clement in Russia. Ths people of Georgia have an 
intense feeling of nationalism. They have been restive unior 
any strong political control by anykussian Government, Czarist 
or Soviet. The fact that Stalin is a Georgian himself has not 
materially softened this desire for independence. He stated 
that many Georgians who were taken prisoner of war by the 
Germans during the Stalingrad campaign were later persuaded 
by the Germans to fight against the Russians by promising an 
independent Georgia. After the Germans surrendered, many of 
these Georgians fell into the hands of the Western Allies. 
On the demand of Kussia these Georgians are being turned over 
to Kussia who promptly execute them,or worse. Rauf Bey feels 
that it is a very serious mistake to release them to lussia, 
first because it is not fair to the Georgians who have been 
motivated by patriotism, and second because the \iestern Allies 
are missing a golden opportunity to use these Georgians against 
Russia. Ue says there are still many Georgians under allied 
control, especially in Italy, who are living in constant fear 
of being turned over to the fussiens by the allies, He strongly 
recommends that the allies guarantee freedom to these Georgians 
in return for which these dissident Georgians will prove to 
be invaluablee 


266 Rauf Bey stated that in case of war between Russia 
and Turkey, he thought the Russian grand strategy would be 
a holding action in Iran aimed ats: 


a) pinning down a large part of the Turkish Army 
in that areas 


bv) denying Middleast o11 fields to western Powers. 


c) with the main Russian offense against Turkey 
proceeding from Bulgaria into European Turkey with the 
conquest of Istanbul as the immediate objective, and an invesion 
of Anatolia across the Straits as the ultimte objective. 


THOS. B. INGLIS, 
Rear Admiral, U.8. Navy, 


CCCs GColeGe Ohief N 
Sta te Depte of Naval Intelligence, 
Direce WLOS (Iwrese. yy: 
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Bg have the honor to report that on September 19 three 
Semocrat Deputies presented for consideration by the Grend 
National Assembly a draft of proposed legislation to alter 
Law No. 4918 of June 6, 1946, covering the holding of 
legislative elections, The principle alterations which the 
Democrat Party desires to make in the Law are the following; 


1. The ballot boxes shall be set up in schools, 
or in *other suitable places" in areas where there 


eats are no schools. The voters shall plece their 


ballots in the envelopes and seal the envelopes 

in e closed room separate from the room in which 
the ballot boxes are located. While the voter 

is placing his ballot in the envelope, no one is 
to be allowed to enter the room in which he is, 

(In the last legisletive elections, the ballot 
boxes were often set up in the open eir or in 
privete residences, and even if they were located 
in municipal buildings, no place was provided 
where the voter might select his ballot in privecy. 
It wes impossible for the voter to conceal which can= 
didate he had chosen, since, unless he had received 
a ballot before going to the polls, he had to 

take the ballot from the Party representatives 

and place it in the envelope before the eyes of all 
observers.) 


2e A copy of the minutes covering the counting of the 
votes by the electoral commission, signed by the 
representetives of each perty observing the elections, 
shell be given to these representatives, and shell 
also be posted in the belloting place. The ballots 
themselves shell be pleced in sacks which shall 


be sealed 
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be sealed under the eyes of the party representatives. 
(By the first of these provisions the Democrat 

Party seeks to prevent the occurence of the 
irregularities which allegedly took place in the 

last legislative elections when the records of the 
counting, which were signed only by the electoral 
committee and copies of which were not given to 
representatives of the political parties, were 
altered after the count was made and before the 

finel results were ennounced. By the second of 

these provisions the Democrats hope to remedy the 
unsetisfactory situation which now exists in that 

the ballots ere burned immediately after counting, 
thus preventing an investigation in case irregularities 
are claimed,) 


3. Representatives of the political parties and of 
independent candidates shell be permitted to have 
representatives at the polls throughout the voting, 
during the first counting of the votes, at the time 
of the compiling of the final count, and during the 
drawing up of the minutes. (At present the party 
representatives are permitted to watch the voting 
and the first counting of the votes but no provision 
is made for their being present during the compilation 
of the final count or the drewing up of the minutes.) 


If the Democrat Party could succeed in getting all this 
proposed legisletion passed, which seems unlikely, it would cor. 
rect a great many of the short-comings of the present electoral 
procedure. The Grand National Assembly adjourned on September 
21 without considering the Democrat proposal and will meet again 
on November 1. ‘the opposition newspaper Vatan has reported that 
if the Grand National Assembly does not consider the proposed 
alterations before the by-elections which are scheduled to be 
held to fill certain vacancies in the Assembly, the Democrat 
Party will not participate in the by-elections, A leading 
member of the Democrat Party informed the Embassy that this 
was quite possible. The Democrat newspaper Yeni Tarkiye, 
however, reported on September 30 that the Government has 


IAA - ot / 9 al af 


decided to postpone the by-elections until the proposed legislation, 


which the three Democrat authors requested be considered with 
urgency, has been teken up by the Assembly. So far there has 
been no official confirmation of this report. 


Respectfully yours, 


os > t od, 


Charge d‘Affeirs ad interim 
File No. 804 
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Izmir, Turkey, October 10, 1946, 


CONFILENVLAL 


The Honorable 
Edwin C, Wilson, 
American Ambassador, 
Ankara. ‘ 


Sir: 


In accordance with standing instructions, 
I am pleased to transmit herewith the ori:inal 
and one copy of a report covering political 
developments of outstanding importance in the 
Izmir Consular district during the month of 
September, 1946. 


Very truly yours, 


Lllis A. Johnson 
American Vice Consul 


Enclosure: 
1/ Original and copy - 
of Monthly Political 
Heport. 


eoery 


<i true copy oy 
\ the signed origi- 
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No.t-31- 
American Consulate, Izmir, Turkey, 
October 9, 1946. 


Ro- 4° 
R (eet ae 
CONFIDENTIAL ia ll 


(Required Report - Prepared in 
compliance with letter from 
Embassy, Ankara, dated March 17, 
1941, and Note 22, Section VI-I 

of the Foreign Service Kegulations.) 


POLITICAL REPOR? bOK WONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1946, 121i, PUKKEY, 
Prepared by Filis *. Johnson, 


American Vice Consul. 


There are given below items regarding important 
political developments which occurred in the Izmir 
consular district during the month of September,1946. 


Developments and Occurrences in Local Consuler Corps: 


hr. A. Argyropoulo (local Greek Consul in lzmir 
since August 3, 1944) and family left Izmir on 
September 6, 1946, on the turkish steamer KALLS 
enroute to Istanbul where they planned to embark 
on the lurkish steamer EGE for Naples. ihr. Argyropoulo 
transferred to the Greek kmbassy in Kome upon the 
resumption of the diplomatic relations between 
Greece and italy, will serve as iirst Secretary at 
that post. A number of farewell parties were given 
for him prior to his departure, and on the evening 
of his sailing from izmir a special farewell party 
was given in his honor on board the steamer ‘ivi, 
in which all members of the local Consular Corps 
participated. ir. and srs. Argyropoulo were 
extremely popular in local circles and their departure 
is a serious loss to the Consular Corps in Izmir. 


Up to the end of September, 1346, ir. Arcyro- 
ponlo's successor hed not arrived in Izmir and’ the 
local Greek Consulate was in cherge of hr. Jean 
Stratoyenakis, First Secretary of the Consulate. 


Various 


Various members of the local Consuler Corps, 

including the personnel of the local Greek Consulate 

eeted the Turkish Ambassador to Greece, Mr. Rusen 
sref Unaydin,who arrived in Izmir on the Turkish 
steamer GUNEYSU, at the end of September, coming 
from Istanbul, enroute to Athens. ‘The Ambassador 
stated that sympathy between Turkey and Greece is 
the real aim of the two nations, and that while 
Ambassadors do their utmost in furthering such 
sympathy, the final and actual results depend upon 
the thoughts and attitude of the populations of the 
countries. Greece, he stated, is recovering rapidly 
from war and @conomic losses. 


At the end of the month of September, 1946, 
it was learned that the French Ambassador to Turkey 
and liadame Maugras and daughter would soon srrive 
in Izmir for recreation and vacation, and that 
during their stay in Izmir they intend to visit 
bergama, Kphesus and Soke in orier to carry on 
archaeological studies, 


iy. and \rs. LD. Philipopoulos of the local 
Greek Consulate departed from Izmir for Athens, 
traveling via Cesme, Turkey and the island of Chios 
to Piraeus by stesmer. 


Local Comment 


aS + 


local Comment weer dine Levelopments in Near by 
geen Sea islands and Greece: 

Attachés and employees of the local Greek 
Consulate reported that during the month of September, 
1946, steamer service hed been inaugurated between 
the island of Chios and Athens, steamers of 1200 
tons having been placed in this service proviiing 
satisfactory accommodations for the voyage to Athens. 
The trip from Izmir to Chios (93 kilometers) is made 
by automobile or autobus to the lurkish port of 
Ces-e and from there by motorboat to the port of 
Chios - approximstely 9 kilometers distant. 
there is every reason to believe that this service 
will become poZpular as it constitutes a most direct 
route of travel from izmir to Athens. ‘the only 
similar service of this kind available at the present 
time is the fortnightly departure of the jurkish 
steamers AKSU and GUNEYSU which call at Athens en- 
route to delrut, Haifa and Alexandria. ihe cost of 
transportation on the turkish steamers is exceedingly 
high and the service also is distinctly unpopular 
because all foreigners must pay for such transport- 
ation in foreign currencies, only Turkish citizen 
voyaszers being allowed to purchase their transport- 
ation with surkish Uires. 


british Neval Units were reported as hevinz 
carried on most successful manoeuvres in the ‘e7ean 
Sea, after which they departed for Cyprus and L;rypt. 


Jnfavoreble local reaction was recorded in 
respect of reports regarding turkish citizens in 
macedonia being obliged to return to iurkey because 
of 111 trestment et the hends of vreeks ip thet 
pert of Greece. 


the news of the return of ‘ins Georse to /thens, 
following the plebiscite on September 1, 1946, in his 
fevor, wes received with only lukewarm interest in 
locel circles. “he only co:ment recorded in this 
respect was to the effect that his return wes a 
direct blow to Soviet pressure end plans in ureece, 
and thet his return was thus a preferable and 
favorable cevelopment. 


Considerable publicity wes given to the arrival 
in larir on September 20, 1¥46, of a sroup of eleven 
«reek journslists consistin;: of elzht men and three 
women, usahey were met at the .asmahane Station, 
(comins by train from Istenbul), by the Greek Vonsul, 
end representatives of the locel press. -urin» their 
stay in izmir they were granted special sZichtseeing 
facilities by the Municipality of lzrir, which Includ- 
ed the placins of special eutobus nt their disposal. 
they visited the Izmir 1946 Fair and upon their 
departure made meny complimentary statements regarding 
turkey, with particular reference to the excellent 
treatment accorded them in Ankara, istaniul and Izmir. 


their 
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Their return travel to Athens took place by autobus 
from Izmir to the Turkish port of Cesme, from there 
to the Greek Island of Chios by motorboat, and from 
the latter island to the port of Piraeus by Greek 
steamer. 


Political - Lceonomic 
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she month of September recorded an unprecedented 
improvement in the lecal econosic situation principal- 
ly 889 ® result of the devaluation of the “urkish Lire 
on September 9, 1046, from 1.8060 to 2.80 “urkish 
, Ulras to the dollar. the effects of thie devaluation 
of the country's ourrency, long hoped for anon the 
majority of local businessmen who are principally 
envacged in the handling ani exportin’esmrtoultural 
procucte, were imceiiate ani spectacular. Vractically 
overnisht business ani trade flourished an‘ the port 
of lemir assumed o pre-war appearance, with trementous 
activity dey and niwnt partioulerly in snd erownd the 
raisin and fig pecking plants end werehouses and in 
all eectionsa of the harbor. At one tine no less 
than @ight oneanexoing steamers wore tled up in the 
inrer harbor, loedin,. cargoes of ayricultar:l procusts 
for suropenn countries on?! tie united otrtes. 


she effects of the improvec economic situation 
were far-renching, wnd included partic.larly the 
dries! fruit industries (srowers, and local merchante 
an’ exporters), the .arbor eet | which controls 
oll shippin: in the port of lzmir (some labor aZfrl- 
culties were experiences: in thle respect in ao resilt 
of the stevedores' demanis for increased wares), the 
custous house with. its manifol. activities, anc 
finenc’l end bankin= cireles which found it difficult 
vo moet the suslen reetly increase¢ demends for lar-e 
amounts of ou:rency anc credit. 


she matter of the devaluation of te -aurkish Lira 
is being Glsourse: in ¢ Getall in » subsequent separate 
section of this report. 


i gummary of outeatendine Jevelopvernts in te 
local eoonemio sttuati n durins .eptember, lac, 
is siven below: 





Nepzotlations between oritish interests and locel 
dried fruit exportore for the purchese of lar -e 
qrantitlea of raisins an. figs which com-enced durin: 
the Letter part of Jucuat, lu4c, continued during the 
first pert of september but no asreerent could be 
reached ag british private firitirests represented ty 
ir. uingemen, Counselor of the british -mbeesy at 
enkara, insisted upon lower prices for both raisins 
an: fige. shere were only very emsll kurus differences 
betwoon the prices offered by the  ritish interests 
and those asked for by surkish exporters of fics end 
rairines, an’ there was avazement at the reluctance 
of the Uritish intercets to at least compromise on 
this difference. «natead, the -ritiah interests 
elected to break off nerotiations and °-r. Lingemen 
returned to /nksra, stating negotLations would be 
continued there. Lyicently he was not aware of or 


had no 





had no information whatsoever regarding the impending 
devaluation of the ‘urkish Lira). In past years the 
british obtained two-thirds of the local raisin crop 
and e considerable percentage of the fig crop at 
their own, practically dictated prices, local dried 
fruit exporters havin; been unable to sell their 
products in other countries because of war conditions 
and war controls. it 1m evident that, the british 
interests had not rightly or properly gauged changed 
post-wsor conditions and believed that they would be 
able to continue to exercise a "monopoly" in respect 
of turkish dried fruit exports, wven though there 
had been no devaluation of the -urkish Lire, they 
would have experienced entirely different conditions 
in the locel dried fruit market this yeai, which 
relieved of wear time controls and requirements, wes 
eble to export its products to western and nothern 
huropean countries. ihe devaluation of the -urkish 
Lirs was disastrous to british interests in this 
respect as it opened even more markets to iurkish 
Cried fruit exports, including es well the .nited 
States and Canada. 


it is interestinre to note as well that in 
1946 the lritish Government was not directly concern= 
ed in ralsin ana fig purchases in izmir, except to 
the extent thet Mr. Lingeman and the local Lritish 
Consul General participated in nesotiations and that 
oritish private interests therefore were strictly 
on their own in this respect. 


ihe consensus of local opinion in respect of 
british attempts to purchase large qusntities of 
the 1946 raisin end fig crops at their own prices 
wes that the british heve lost the so-called 
"monopoly" of the dried fruit market which they 
enjoyed during war time years. it was ,enerally 
felt that ir. Lingeman's failure to come to some 
kind of an ecreement with the locnl exporters 
prior to the devaluation of the surkish Lira was 
a severe blow to \ritish interests. 


lir. Gingeman upon his departure from izmir 
stated that further nerotiations would be carried 
on in Ankara, implying that the local iurkish dried 
fruit exporters would be oblired to come to him for 
the finel contracts for sales to british interests. 
(Local reports were to the effect that he hed called 
upon the Minister of Commerce and requested that 
local dried fruit exporters come to Ankerea for this 
purpose). however, the swift developments following 
the devaiuation of the surkish Lira made it necessary 
for ur. Lingeman to return to lzmir to endeavor to 
make some kind of an agreement for private critish 
interests. Heavy demands for raisins from western 
anc nothern huropesn countries, together with a 
considerable demand from the United States in this 
respect made such further negotiations difficult. 
Keisin sales to the nited States, reportedly 
because of the use of lar,e quentities of California 
raisins for the production of wine and alcohol as a 


result 
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result of lack of rrain, and elso a demand from Canada, 
had considerable influence on local raisin exports. 
Raisin exporte to the United States which commenced 
eerly in September were the first of such soles and 
exports since pre-war years. A reported shortage of 
reisins in California, South Africa and /ustralia 

also had a favoreble effect upon turkish raisin exports. 


‘pon his return to izmir, ir. Linseman announced 
thet he, and following his deperture, the locel Lritish 
Consul General, woula sign seperate contracts with 
each local dried fruit exporter covering shipments 
of raisins and figs to England. (in past years 
blenket contracts were sicned with the vuried iruit 
bxporters Association.) Juring his further neoti- 
ations in this respect he stated thet the contrects 
in question were most sdventrgeous to lurkish dried 
fruit exporters. ‘The contracts siened provided for 
slichtly higher prices for inmedisete delivery of 
reisins and figs, (reisin prices renged from a 
maximum of 75.85 to 69.40 kurus per kilosram for 
highest quality for delivery durinz September - 
December inclusive, while similar prices for fige 
ranged from 51.10 to 48.85 kurus per k!logrem for 
delivery during Septewber-October and November, 

1946) thus admittine the concern of Hritish interests 
that they would not be eble to obtain their require- 
mente. Also, no statement or reference was made as 
to the quantity of reisins end figs to be delivered, 
(In previous yeers british interests had specifiec, 
for instance, that its first contract must provide 
for not less than 25,000 metric tons of raisins, 

with en option for an additional 20,000 metric tons 
et the originel price, which In the opinion of locel 
dried fruit exporters wasa"hard bargain".) 


or. Lingeman sicnec the first contract for 
raisins anc figs with wAnin, the Cooperative Asso- 
clation of Agricultural Societies, and by the end 
of September british interests had contracted for 
4,500 tons of raisins (compsred with 45,000 tons in 
1945) and some 2,000 tons of figs (compared to 5000 
tons originelly contracted for in 1945). 


uhe fineél contrects sipned by }.r. Lingemen, 
and the locel british Consul teneral, showed clearly 
that british interests were paying more for ly46 
raisins and slichtly less for 1946 figs, as compsred 
with 1045 prices, principally because of the devulu- 
ation of the turkish sira, but in this connection it 
should be emphasized that had vritish interests, 
through ir. Linveman, been able to reach sn esreement 
with local dried fruit exporters prior to the deva- 
luation of the iurkish ulra on September 9, 1946, 
end there wes no reason why such an agreement could 
not have been reached except that they desired to 
drive e “herd ber,ain", much more satisfactory 
purchasing agreements would have resulted. 


In local 
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In local circles ur. Lingeman's reluctance 
(failure) to sign contracts of his first yielt was 
attributed to a report rezarding ea locel “unknown” 
person” who stated that e price of 34 kurus per 
kilouwrem was « normel, reasoneble price for raisins 
anc it was further reported that this seme person 
hacl stated eny other price was an "artficiel price" 
Althovgh no authentie information is eveilebdle 
regarding this "unknown person” it is believed thet 
he wes a spokesman" for the locel british Consulate 
Gonerol. his announcement caused consternetion 
and bitter feeling in local circles which answere¢c 
that 1t had been definitely esta?lished that no 
raisin ,vower can produce reisins at e cost which 
would permit tim to scll at eny such price, with any 
percentage of profit. 


‘nother indicetion of the appsrent enxie by 
and eaverness of british interests to obtain eerly 
delivery of lerje quantities of reisins and figs 
was the announcement that these interests were 
prepsured to srant every possible facility to local 
dried fruit exporters, even to the extent of sranting 
them casr udvances up to 90% upon presentation at 
local banks of invoices coveriny; shipments of reieins 
and figs to ingland, even though actual shipments 
hed not been effected, this was quite in contrast 
to previous years when no facilit‘es of this kind 
were sranted and when many delays and difficulties 
were experlenced by local dried fruit exporters in 
disposing of their products to Lngland. 


A chronolo;sical summary of other items of 
interest and importance in local economic circles 
during September, 1346, is given below: 


it was statea that the CAuALi] Salt Plent of 
the askKEL (Monopoly) located near lamir is ~akine 
preparations to expand its production of selt during 
the near future. -vurcheses of approximately 1é5 - 
172,000 tons of selt by the -.iHA to be exported 
from this plant are the basis of this proposed 
@xpension. wo difficulty 1s anticipate: in oltaining 
the necessary additional labor for this increased 
output. A larie part of this salt will be exported 
to XYuvoslavia and considerable shipuents have 
already been made to thet country. 


«here was a vory fsvorable local reaction to 
the announcement of the sinister of Agriculture to 
the effect that henceforth forestry and lumberin. 
will operate privately anc that government a,encies 
which controlled such activities during wartime 
will eradually cease operstions. 


Orders plseced in selgium by the sunicipality of 
izmir for new tramway cars could not be filled, 
accordin, to an announcement of the izmir liunicipality, 
allegedly because there is no present trade ireaty 
or Trade Agreement between ‘‘urkey and helium. 


New bollers 


Gh ae 


New bollers for the Izmir »unicipality blectric 
rlant were received from bngland, and new coke ovens 
for the Iamir lunicipality Gas Plant have also been 
ordered from inglend. both the electric and ,as 
plunte of the lamir Municipality, which experienced 
great difficulty in setisfying demand during wartime 
years, ere urgently in need of new and better 
equipment in orier to meintain and increrse output. 


No lese than 200 students from Gevernment 
Expertrenteal Asrieyltural institutes in neer by 
villa -es enc towns visited izmir, particularly tre 
Aerteulturel bxperimcntel Institute at Bornove, 4 
suturt of Izmir, one of the leading Institutes of 
its kind in turkey. 


Results of the further investi-etions by exerts 
re-arcing the recent disastrous fire which certroyed 
the Izmir ‘loprakofis crain elovetoy the lar;est of 
its kind in Iamir, indicated beyon’t doubt that the 
fire was not sccidentrl; rather, that the elevator 
had been fired in a number of pleces at one time 
probably with the use of kerosene. in their inveas- 
tivtations the oxperts tested and tried all possible 
fire causes and effects. 


The 1946 tobacco crop was estimated to be the 
lersest in 25 years, the total for all wurkey being 
ealculeted €5,000 metric tons, approximately one- 
helf of which is grown in the Aegean Sea districts, 
and a larze proportion of which 1s of American grede. 
It was further estimate’ that local holdings of the 
1945 crop tobacco amounted to about 10,000,000 
kilorrams, much of which is suiteble for the American 
market. 


in view of the increasing importance of ‘ireek 
an? lulgerien tobacco production, the turkish Governe 
ment, it was announced, in order to protect and assist 
the domestic tobacco industry, plans to send a obacco 
higssion to Ureece and !ulgaria for the purpose of 
ascertaining the present status of tobacco production 
and marketin; in those countries. (ihe writer has 
learned that the “mericen Yobacco Company, and the 
Lisgett «. hyers - local represent: vives, sery sobacco 
Company - and the eynolds Company = local represent- 
atives, Ulenn obucco vompany - heve augmented 
considerably their Americen operetins staffs in 
Greece in recent months.) 


Aecordins to locel ndvices the surkish Govern- 
ment also plens to hold a tobacco conrrese or 
conference in Izmir in the near future which will 
concern itself particularly with the hendling of the 
1946 tobacco crop. 


turther, accordin; to reliable locel sources, 
the wurkish Governrno:t plena to open the merket for 


the 1946 
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the 1946 crop considerably earlier than in previous 
years, in fact, present reportea indicate that this 
merket may open on or about November 1, 1946. 

(Local representatives of American tobacco companies 
state, however, that a more likely opening date 
will be December 1, 1946). 


According to local relieble sources the 1946 
Olive crop will yield approximately 55,000 metric 
tons of olive ofl. Prices, it is estimated, will 
be about 2.50 T.L. per liter. 


In order to supply urcent domestic needs and 
requirements, the Turkish Government at the end 
of September decided to release some of its stocks 
of the 1945 olive o11 crop, at a price of 2.50 
Turkish Lira per liter. 


in connection with the question of olive oil 
and the apparent shortage of this essential commodity, 
the announcement of the Minister of Commerce to the 
effect that there was no likelihood of the Government 
authorizing the exportation of olive o1i, was 
received with much satisfaction in all circles of 
the local public. 


Devaluation 
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wevaliation of 
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The devalvation of the surk.sh Lira from 1.d0c0 
to 2.80 Lurkish Liras*to the 41.00 was effecte. by 
the lurkish vovernment on Septe ber v, 1946, this 
brinirin, to a close many ™ nths of uneertainty, 
speculetion an. controversy relative to t is inport- 
ant issue. As far back as the srin’ of 1940 the 
question of cevaliation was Ciscussed sertously in 
local Visiness circles by s\ose in fevor of emi 
tase opposed to auch a step. Sirlteneorsly wit: 
“evalration, all preniins payalle on e counury's 
e¢ rrenecy were abolished. «he ior ist: veverm eat's 
action in tils respect made 1t possible ss weil for 
screey to comply witht: the reqiirenents for beco : 
anember of t.e sretton .oo 8s »onebary A-reement. 








Sone weeks before “evr lia’ ion took place 
there were rany relieile local reports to the effect 
Lwat this step was inpeniia- ani locel husinessven, 
in conseq ence, actet wlth ex.tion and reserve in 
reir seelincs. On the other hana althoush there 
neerents an lete us Septe ter 4, 
overment contemplate” no vevelsetior 
wire bak exch 3 
or. fore rrenecy Lro: + Ee 
autkey Yor e pureivese of ork’ eh aoriculwcral 
oro che, few, if any of the leadin= locel © .sinesse- 
men took s.ch ansouncements seriously. On the 
Vrary, Lt bas been established beyon! souks usst 
sone, &. least, of these local businessmen were 
fully aware un. perhaps afivisei trat Sevaliation 
was pencdin:. it is reliably reporsed chet certel> 
leacin:: bisinessmen knew of Lie cevalusbion or 
iriday eventns, Septercter 6th, ami took Ime cle se 
steps to make heavy p-rchases of avriculturel 
products, partic .lerly raisins en fives, on tire 
lnagis of the olc exchan-e rate. wate Sabir iay 
nivtt, September 7, lué6, Gre news was broedcasy 
over tre racito an the next day witnessed fever lah 
activi.uies on the ; of Locel nerehai.ts and 
exporters wio iyeclately chartered every avail: le 
yneans Of transportation, lnelecin>y all taxicais in 
Tamir, an. traveled to the interfor to ~ake all 
possible pirchases of raisins anc fics from tho 
rowers. Jn sone instances gic’: p-rchasers took 
over entire coffee hoses, ous oeciipante anc 
re-oved tre tables an? chairs, an? fillec the 
establistments to “)e cellins with raisins anc fi-s. 
chis feverish activity wes maintained for several 
cays ano Ib was slated that sore of the local cried 
frit exporters tia in Lhis -nanrer - at the expense 
of te rower e» vade profits approximatin: 000,000 
iorvish Lires. 













rerish 
































aumediate local reaction to deval etton 
favorable, no dissentin. voices havin: been 





raised 
(*from #0.5537 to $0.357) 
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raised in Izmir regarding this important step on 

the part of the Turkish Government. It was realized 
at once that it would greatly benefit local trade 
activities, particularly the exportation of 
agricultural products. .Even among importers who 
would be obliged to overcome the disadvantage of 
higher prices for imports, the move was popular, 
particularly as the turkish Uovernnent sim 1ltanesously 
released many of the controls and regulations 
relative to imports which had throttled importation, and 
by placing large amounts of foreicn exchanre at their 
disposal made it possible for them to commence 

"free trade" again. 


Prices of raisins end figs, leading exports at 
this time of the yesr, rose st once following deva- 
luation but this wes no particuler ceterrent in 
effectins large sales of these products to western 
and nothern Luropean countries and england end the 
united States, in fact, local «ried fruit exporters 
experienced a period of activity during which various 
countries bid against 6ech other for lzamir raisins 
and figs, a situation which has not obtained locally 
for many years. in this connection british interests 
were particularly at a disadvantage as, in contrast 
to previous years, they found themselves unable to 
obtain even a considerable part of the izmir raisin 
and fig crops at their own prices - in past years 
they hed been able to obtain unlimited quantities 
of the best of the crop at their own dictated prices. 
Negotiations for the purchase of larce quantities 
of 1946 crop raisins and figs which commenced in 
August, 1946, were unfortunately for british interests 
broken off by ir. Lingeman, Counselor of the british 
Embassy at Ankara and after devaluation these 
interests experienced an entirely different anid 
unfevorable situation. 


Continuec announcements by Government officials, 
including the hinister of Coumerce, to the effect 
that surkish exports would be furthered by the 
devaluation and that imports, too, would undoubtedly 
increase, gave fresh impetus to the great upswing 
in local trade and commerce durins the month of 
September. 


Another, almost immediate local effect of 
devaluation, wes the acute shortage of currency. 
tractically ©11 local exporters increased their 
activities and required larze sums of cash currency. 
the local banks, prsectically without exception, 
were unable to supply all demands anc were obliged 
to tell their depositors - quite without precedent - 
that they would be unable to satisfy their require- 
ments immediately. «hey were told they mast wait 
for cash withdrawals from their accounts and that 
they could not even be peid or advanced funds on 
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invoices and other doouments showing actual exporta- 
tion of agricultural products. 


The devaluation of the Turkish Lira resulted 
in the following fixed quotations for currencies 
of principal importance in local economic life: 


Purchase Price Sale e 
United States Voller 2.80 2 .8280 
Pound Sterling 11.284 11.3968 
Swedish Crown -7788 - 7866 
Swiss Franc 672 «6887 
Egyptian Pound 11.5733 11.7469 


Communications 
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Communications Other Than Shipping: 


There was continued and increased favorable 
reaction in local circles to the announcement of 
the inauguration of regular twice weekly air service 
between London and Ankara, via Marseilles-Athens and 
Istanbul, the cost of the single fare trip being 
463 Turkish Liras and for the round trip 832 
Turkish Liras. 


whe further announcement to the effect that a 
New York-Ankare American air service would be opened 
in the near future was also received with much interest 
in local business and other circles. 


Following the devaluation of the turkish Lira 
the local tele raph office experienced a period of 
extremely heavy activity. Jlrade and comverce 
increased enormously and this in turn was reflected 
in additional tele yraphic communication with western 
and néthern European countries and ingland and the 
United States, to which countries furkish asricultural 
products are principally exported. in spite of sretly 
increased tclesraph charges - all rates for foreign 
countries were upped 125% immediately upon the 
devaluation of the lurkish Lira - new record figures 
were registered in the number of incoming and ont- 
goin;, telegrams at the local televraph office. 


Three new autobus chassis were received from 
the united States during the month of Septembor by 
the Izmir Nunicipelity and were assigned to the 
bsrefpasa district one of the outlying sections 
of the city of Izmir. 


One of the main autobus lines in Lzmir, servin:: 
the sonak-Alsancak route was extended during the month 
of September to Kalkapinar an outlying industrial 
suburb of the city of Izmir. ‘this extension of service 
was made possible by the arrivel of five additional 
motor truck chassis from the United States, and was 
greeted with much satisfaction by the local public, 
particularly by the many workers who are employed 
in the importent industrial activities in halkapiner. 


/lthough progress has been slow, there has been 
a steady improvement in the lzmir autobus service 
in recent months, the continued arrival of motor truck 
chassis from the united States (autobus bodies are 
manufactured locally) it is hoped in the near future 
to reach and surpass pre-war autobus service in and 
around the city of izmir. 


During the month of September a total of eizht 
additional motor truck chassis were received by the 
Izmir hunicipality from the United “tates and an 
order for ten more similar chassis was placed in 
the United Stetes by the sunicipality. 


Shipping Notes 


tes: 


During the month of September, 1946, two American 
ships, the BURBANK VICTORY and EXPORTER, called at the 
port of Izmir. The former loaded 669 tons of tobacco, 
25 tons of raisins and figs, 254 tons of valonia, a 
total of 948 tons, and the latter 631 tons of tobacco, 
6 tons of raisins and figs, and 5 tons of sundries, 
totaling 642 tons. 


A cumulative report as of september 30, 1946, 
showing the total amount of cargo loaded by American 
ships at Izmir during the first nine months of 1946, 
for the United states, Marseilles and Piraeus is given 
below: 


RAISINS& 





POBACLO LICORICE FIGS VALONIA SUNDRI<S TA: 
ee ee 


FOR U.S.A. 
ABS per previous 
report up to. 





31/8/46 : 7154 31 324 965 185 98659 
"BURBANK 

VIcTORY" 
12/9/46 > 669 - 25 254 - 948 
"HavORTAR" 
23/9/46 > _6321 - 6 - 5 642 

8454 31 355 219 190° 10249 

From Odunluk 


As per previous 
report up to 





31/8/46 : - - - e813 - 813 
LaFsaYuTTs VICTORY 
25/9/46 : - - - 799 - 797 
from Chana 
LaFaYatfs VICTORY - - = 24. = _ 841 
6454 SL 355 3070 190 12100 


HOR wARSUI LES 
48 per previous report 

up to 31/8/46 - - - 6000 2 6002 
september NIL 

















FOR PIRAGUS 
AS per previous report 


up to 31/8/45 - - - - 26 __26 
Grand Total Tons: 18128 
=—EEeEeEaEaBahnaQhnDn2]{[9B==a= | 








September NIL 


PASSENGERS 


— 


ee: 
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PASSENGERS 
For U-S-A For Piraeus For Marseilles Total 


As per previous 








report up to 31/8/46: 44 4 12 60 

During the month of 

september 1946 oe = - 1 
45 4 12 61 
—=— SSS ESSE SS 


14 foreign ships - 4 Swedish, 3 British, 2 Norwegian, 
@ Italian, and 1 Turkish - called at Izmir during the 
month of September, 1946, and discharged and/or loaded 
cargoes for foreign ports. 


Detailed statistios regarding the cargoes discharged 
and or loaded by these ships at Izmir are given below: 
Tons 
LMPIRS FALCON Loaded for Genoa 4632 Barley in bulk 
(British) ea oases 


ROSA SMITH Loaded for Copenhagen 1000 Bran 
(Swedish) 

BRASILIEN Loaded for Haifa 10 Raisins 
(Danish) Copenhagen _1019 011 oakes 


1029 


PallaNG Loaded for Alexandria 23 Raisins 
(British) 185 Ground Valonia 
10 Saponaria Roots 
8 


LANGANO 
(Italian) Discharged from Geroa 45 Cotton cloth 


Loaded for Genoa 34 Raisins 
12 Figs 
11 Tobacco 
"in transit 126 Raisins 
12 Figs 
195 


TIGRE Discharged from Calcuttal500 General 
(Norwegian) caacad 





Na BOLAND Loaded for Antwerp 70 Figs 
" in tr. 6 Tobacco 
Goteborg 214 Raisins 

147 Figs 
in tr. 150 Raisins 

Stockholm 48 Tigs 
Oslo 10 Tobacco 

Malmoe 25 Figs 
Montevideo 16 Raisins 

Jantos 60 Figs 
8 Raisins 

74 Wes 

Forward 828 


Tons 


aes hy ae 


F 


NABOLAND Yorward 828 
Loaded for Buenos Ayres 22 Raisins 
7? Figs 


I: 


Nazim 
(Turkish) Loaded for Genoa 160 Raisins 
27 Figs 
Marseilles SS Licorice 


Vals 
(Dutoh) Loaded for Malta 153 Raisins 
45 Figs 
500 Beans 


aap coms 


Antwerp 25 Valonia 
bd " Rotterdam 16 Raisins 
ig " Amsterdam 6 Tobacco 

Loaded for iialta:144 Heads of cattle 17 Valonia 


765 


n " 


SLiidsSTAD Loaded for New York 291 Raisins 
(Norwegian) 428 Figs 
687 Valonia 
20 Laurel Leaves 
5 skins 


Sponges 
1432: 


#rom nulluk 620 “mery Ore 








PAHANG Loaded for ?iraeus 22 Beans 
(British) " Alexandria 10 Raisins 
13 Figs 
175 Velonia 


Q Pistachio ‘tuts 
a8 


BORgLaND Loaded for Finland 1110 Raisins 
swedish " Sweden 550 Raisins 
160 Fixs 
200 o11 cakes 





NIRDANLAND Loaded for Antwerp 10 Valonia 
(swedish) 15 Licorice 
Y “ Jopenhagen 81 011 oakes 
2 Tigs 
Sweden 1071 Reisins 
442 Figs 
46 Licorice 


v " 





FiusDeRICO Loaded for Genoa 357 Raisins 
(Italian) 3 Sundries 
i "Malta 6 Raisins 
143 heads of cattle 20 Figs 
386 








Other 
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Other items of interest in local shipping olroles 
during the month of September, 1946, were as follows: 


The tri-weekly freight and passenger steamship 
service between Izmir and Istanbul and vice versa establish- 
ed during the Izmir Fair season was continued throughout 
the month of September, and, according to local reliabbe 
sources, will be maintained in the future. The ships 
engaged in this service are of limited oapsocity in 
contrast/the larger ships previously in this service, 
and which are now engaged in the Mediterranean service, 
and in view of the continued heavy traffio on the 
Izmir-Istanbul route, the present arran;ement is hardly 
sufficient to meet the demands of this service. 


Considerable interost was manifest in local ship- 
ping circles regarding the announcement that the Turkish 
Governuent was arranging for the purohase of at least 
four relatively new ships from the United States, of 
5,000 tons each, with a speed of 11 knots per hour. 


in accordance with a more or less established 
procedure several Captains of Swedish steamers oalling 
at the port of lamir during September gave oooktail 
parties on board their ships to which leading looal 
Turkish officials and businessmen were invited. These 
parties at which excellent swedish beverages and 
sandwiches are served have become increasingly popular 
and have gained much good will for the swedish ships 
and their local a,ent. 


Close 
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Close of Izmir 1946 (National) XVTH Fair: 


The izmir 1946 (National) XVth Fair closed on 
September 20, 1946, During the Yair period, August 20- 
September 20, 1946, the nuaber of paid admissions totaldd 
1,120,000, an increase of approximately 10% as compared 
with similar fi,ures for the 1945 Fair. 


The arrival of 26 units of the Turkish Navy in the 
Gulf and liarbor of Izmir on september 7, 1946, coinciding 
with the holiday and commemorative celebrations of 
veptember 9, 1948 (Dokuz Zylul) the anniversary of the 
liberation of izmir froa Creek occupation forces by the 
late staturk in 1922, lent considerable attraction to 
the sir. hese naval units remained a full week during 
which tiuwe thousands of the local public visited the 
warships. Banquets were ,iven by the Vali and the Mayor 
of izmir in honor of the Turkish »dmiral and officers 
of the fleet at the Izmir fair Casino and return banquets 
were ,iven by the Vurkisi Admiral and his staff on board 
the YaVU4, tue fla.ship of the Admiral, in honor of the 
local Vaiiand siuyor and hi,h rankin, officiels. 


Jther events of outstanding importance in connection 
with wie 1946 Iumir Hair during the month of veptember 
1946, were the following: 

The snnuel . regs 3all was held at the Fair Park 
Vasino and was attended by more than 300 ;uests, including 
a eroup of eleven Greek journalists, three being women, 
who were returning to sthens via Izmir, following visits 
in ankeara and Istanbul. 


Laportant visitors to tie Pikr included the oyal 
Fawlly of Bulyaria, consistin; of the ex-Kins Simeon, 
the ,ueen other, the vrincess ifarie-Louise and their 
suite. ‘duey arrived in Izmir on September 19, 1946, 
on board the ‘furkish steamer AKSU coain. from Istanbul, 
enroute 10 uo ypt where they will live in exile, follow. 
in, the rcvent plebiscite in Bulearta resulting in an 
overwheluing majority for a Bulgarian “epublic. 


4 special dele, ation of .,yptian swimmers arrived 
froa slexandria on the steamer 4,sU as a “air attract- 
ion anu in the swiaain, contests the, easily outdistanced 
the best Yurkish swimmers in all classes. 4 snecial 
banquet wes iven at the Park Casino in honor of these 
swi:mers. 


ine .inisters of Transportation and ;ublic “eslth 
of t.e turkish overnment came o Izmir “ron Ankara 
for the spesific purpose of visiting the Yair and 
ere entertained by leadin. local officials, including 
the vali of tne Lumir Vilayet end the ayor of Izmir. 


whe evening, of the closing of the Iamir 1046 Fair, 
tie ..4yor of Izmir, also the Chairman of the -air 
voumittee, wave a benquet for the exhibitors and partioi- 
pants in the air. 


Juring 
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During conversation which the writer had with 
the Mayor of Izmir shortly after the closing of the 
Fair, the latter stated that he was well satisfied 
with the Izmir 1946 Fair but that he hoped the 
Izmir 1947 Fair would be international in character, 
as was the case prior to the time when war conditions 
made this impossible. He said that he hoped the 
Turkish Government would shortly reach a decision 
in this respeot in order that foreign countries 
may have time to make the necessary preparations 
for partioipation, in the event the 1947 Fair will 
be international. He stated expres:ly that in the 
latter event he hoped sincerely the United States 
would find it proper and possible to participate 
in the Izmir 1947 air. 


Looal 


= By) = 
Looal Miscellaneous Notes: 


A chronological summary of local important 
misoellaneous developments, incidents and occurences 
during the month of September, 1946, is <iven below: 


The .inister of Labor who ocume to Izmir for the 
purpose of seeing the Izmir XVTii Fair, took occasion 
to visit the new hogpital for workers, which he 
stated, would be taken over by the ‘inistry of Labor. 
ie announced, too, that he would arrange to incfease 
the number of beds in this hospital. 2 


The cendarmerie and the Police in the suburbs 
of the city of Izmir and in the larver oities and 
towns in the Vilayet of lzamir will henceforth be 
coubined according to recent Vilayet Vouncil orders. 


Representatives of an independent British Tilm 
vompany visited Iumir, coin, from Ankara, for the 
purpose of filming old and new Izmir. ‘they stated 
that they were filming old and ney. Turkey and that 
they had already taken similar filme;e in and around 
istanbul and ankara. 


Jnusually fuportant arran, ements were made for 
the observance on september 9, 1946, of the 24th 
anniversary of the liberation of Izmir frou “reek 
ocoupation, and on the day in question, one of the 
most important local holidays, the oity wes beflarged 
aod decorated in all sections. «4 feature of the 
usual parade, dominantly military, wes the partici- 
pation of members of the Democratic Party which hed 
thousands of its members in parade formation and 
who received a continuous ovation along the line of 
march. ‘the presence of 26 units of the Turkish Navy 
in the harbor and the participation of marines and 
Navy bands in the parade lent much festive atmosphere 
and holiday spirit to the day. 


Very favorable local reaction ws recorded among 
local ~overnient employees upon the receipt of the 
turkish vovernment's announcement that all government 
employces will receive salary and wave increases 
effective as of January 1, 1947, to assist them in 
meeting the steaiily increasing cost of livinr. 


the local Hritish Vouncil continued its activi- 
ties in respect of iving snlish lessons in the 
nalkevi in the city of Izmir proper and in the 


dalkevi in .lsanoak, one of the distant districts 
of the city. 


ihe abolition of bread cards, following the 
vovernisnt's decree effective .eptember 9, 1946, 
was vreeted with much relief and satisfaction by all 
classes of the local public, following 4 period of 
approximately five years during which bread could be 
obtained only upon presentation of bread ration coupons. 


During 


During the latter part of the month of September, 
the Government, also by special decree, lifted the 
prohibition regarding the transportation of grain 
and flour from the interior to the cities of the 
country, to be effective October 11, 1946. It is 
anticipated that considerable quantities of erain 
and flour will then be brought into the oity of 
Izmir through “free" channels of trade. 


The Turkish Government announced that effective 
midnight September 30, 1946, winter time would be 
inaugurated. ‘This change of time was ereeted with 
considerable satisfaction partioularly among the work- 
ing olasses of the public who benefit by having an ad- 
ditional hour of daylight in the early morning hours, 


American 


oan _ V. % and A Ss int n 


Miss Martha Perkins, the daughter of Mr. Warwick 
verkins, First Seoretary of the Embassy at Ankara, 
and .iisa Jane iijacatee, the daughter of ‘fr. Robert B. 
wacatee, the Consul General at Istanbul, and Mr. Paul 
Guinn, Jr., the son of ir. Paul Guinn, American Consul 
at Istanbul, arrived at Izmir. on September 8, 1946, 
on the American steamer BURBAwK VICTORY, coming from 
Istanbul, enroute to the United States, and remained 
several days in Izmir while the steamer in question 
was being loaded. 


Miss Viryinia Sipp of the Offire of the MAlitary 
attache at ankara, arrived in izmir on september 13, 
1946, and remained in Iunir for a period of days 
during which she visited and studied the city and 
its surroundings. 


Colonel Lee Carl Millor, newly appointed assist- 
ant Military attache at Embassy, ankara, arrived in 
izmir on the Turkish steamer GUNEY3U and proceeded 
on the same steamer t» Istanbul enroute to his new 
post. 


iss tdith L. Douglass, a former teacher at the 
amerfoen Cirls' College at Soztepe, Tamir, returned 
to Izmir followin, 4a vacation of one year in the 
United states, and resumed her duties at the 
institution in question. 


vaptain J. C. tlepper, former local port 
representative of the var Shipping Administration, 
returned to Izair as a special representative of 
the american sxport Lines, Inc... with the specific 
duty of supervising the Loadintobacco shipped to 
the United states on ships of the mentioned company. 


Local 
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Local Reaction to Internal Political Situation. 










id that owing to the commencement 
gon, and, because of the favorable 
prospects in business activities following the de- 
valuation of the Turkish Lirg, the looal publio 
had less time or inolination than during previous 
months to oriticise the Central or Looal Government 
during September 1946. 


The apprehension felt with regard to the 
character of the Recep Peker Government and the fears 
which were entertained in connection with terrorizing 
measures which may be adopted by the new administration 
in retaliation for the opposition in this distriot 
did not diminish, as many Turks are of the opinion 
that the People's Party and particularly President 
Inonu will be vindictive in reducing the opposition 
to complete silence and inactivity. But it is 
generally believed that Recep Peker and his cabinet, 
before having recourse to drastic measures, will 
take determined and bold action with a view to 
giving impetus to commeroial activities, reducing, 
at least temporarily, the very high cost of living 
and satisfying the government employees and army 
officers. 


In the opinion of several observers Premier 
Recep Peker is selfish, intolerant, narrow-minded 
and corrupt. It is rumored that he was involved 
some 8 years ago in a customs incident at the Turkish- 
Syrian frontier when it was discovered that he was 
attempting to smuggle out of Turkey precious stones 
and gold in two suit cases. On the other hand his 
qualities as a firm and determined leader, capable 
of taking bold and quick decisions and applying 
them with promptitude are readily recognized. It is 
also said that unlike President Inonu or former 
Prime Minister Sukru Sargcoglu, he is eensitive to 
the intense dissatisfaction prevailing in the 
country and that he does not view the internal 
situation with rosy glasses and does not attribute 
the opposition to the People's Party to the 
intrigues and the propaganda of a few disgruntled 
elements with passive and negative minds. His 
action in voting, together with Celal Bayar, Hikmet 
Bayar and Adnan Menderes ,against Sukru Saracoglu, 
following & heated debate at the Grand National 
Assembly in connection with the Agrarian Reform in 
1945, 18 remembered by manylooal citizens with 
gratitude, Jt is also said that early in 1944 
during 4 secret meeting of the General Assembly of 
the People's Party he openly advocated Turkey's 
active participation in the war on the side of 
Great Britain, and for this reason he had won and 


is still 


Rho 
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is still enjoying British esteem. It is believed 
that, at least at the commencement of his career 

as the Prime Minister he will not show a total 
disregard of the sentiments of the public. This 
belief is based principally on the fact that in 
forming his dabinet he has left out from his cabinet 
auch unpopular Ministers as Hasan Ali Yucel and 
Nurullah Sumer, despite the fact that these 
politicians were favorites of the People's Party. 


A close observer of domestic politicos redéently 
expressed the view that Recep Peker will attempt 
to maintain power by endeavoring to remove the 
causes of dissatisfaction and opposition in the 
country and by adopting at the same time forcible 
and autocratic measures, such as the new Press 
Law, in suppressing and silencing the opposition, 
In this observer's opinion Recep Peker revealed 
his autocratic and totalitarian character in his 
lectures at the Istanbul University a few years 
ago when he advocated that a one-party system 
was the best political system for Turkey, and when 
he expressed great esteem and admiration for the 
fascist régime. 


Many local citizens have expressed astonishment 
at the manner with which the present Cabinet proposes 
to reconcile its autocratic attitude in the country 
with the provisions of the United Nations charter 
which the Turkish government has professedly adopted. 
With regard to this question a looal businessman 
who has recently returned from a visit to Ankara 
stated that shrewd politicians such as Sukru 
Saracoglu had already persuaded the British 
Government that the Turkish public was still 
immature for real democratio rules and systems, 
and in view of the imminent danger from the U.S.3S.R. 
a free press or a liberal system of government 
would cause chaos in the country which would be 
detrimental to the Turkish and inoidentally to 
British interests. The British Government, 
according to this informant had deemed it opportune 
to believe in and act upon this viewpoint and had 
undertaken to convince the other leading countries 
of the United Nations that, in view of the Soviet 
ambitions and desires for expansion, the interests 
of the Western Democracies required a strong 
government in Turkey at present and that any 
weakening of the powers of such a government by 
oriticiam and opposition should be avoided. 


It is pointed out that in the vast political 


program of the present government and in the 
speeches delivered subsequently no reference has been 


made 
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made to the corruption, favoritism and nepotism 
which are allegedly prevailing in the government 
circles and that no measure is apparently con- 
templated to improve the situation in this respect. 
It is consequently believed that despite his 

efforts to improve the conditions in the country 
Recep Peker may fail to gain public favor for 

the People's Farty as his subordinates and government 
officials will continue to act as in the past, thus 
increasing the public dissatisfaction. 


In this connection a retired high ranking army 
officer stated that he was skeptioal regarding the 
future of Turkey, as the period of stormy days 
preceding and following the legislative elections 
last July, after giving him hopes for the establish- 
ment of real Democracy and the Four Freedoms in 
Turkey, had finally proved to have been one of the 
spasmodic episodes in Turkish history during the 
last century when flares of dazzling freedom whioh 
occasionally appearec are always extinguished by 
"strong" leaders with the excuse that the population 
is politically immature. Now, this retired army 
officer declared he belived he had based his hopes 
on firmer ground as freedom was being grahted to 
Turkey as & result of an international Charter, 
but, a8 on past occasions, the publio after 
enjoying freedom for a few months appeared to be 
settling down for a further period of about a 
quarter of century of apprenticeship in political 
wisdom during which the rulers of the country 
would pretend to teach the masses the rules of 
democracy but no protest or criticism thereof 
would be tolerated. 


It is reported that dissension is already 
apparent amongst the members of the opposition 
Democratic jarty, the younger members acousing 
the leaders at Ankara, particularly Celal Bayar, 
of being too constitutional, too tolerant and too 
unenthusiastic in attacks against the Government. 
It is even said that the disintegration of this 
Party has already commenced in this district, 
several members having resigned to express their 
disappointment ’at the same time to avoid the 
reprisals of the “iron rule" of Recep Peker 
government. 


It has been learned that the circulation of 
the "IZMIRY the opposition newspaper which reached 
the high level of 15,000 copies per day has now 
dwindled to 5,000 per day and that it is being 
published at a loss. It is also rumored that the 
financial situation of the Demooratio Party is 
far from promisding or sutisfactory. 


However, 


2t 


However, certain optimistic adherents of the 
Democratio Party entertain hopes for the revival 
and the reorganization of this Party following the 
discussions at the General Congress of this Party 
which will be held in the near future. 


Local 
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Looal Reaction to Relations between Turkey and U.S.S.R. 





During September, 1946, Local public interest 
which was mainly centered around the revival of 
export trade following the devaluation of the 
Turkish ourrency, domestic politics, and fears of 
even higher cost of living as well as the apprehension 
with regard to the probable reprisals by the People's 
Party against the opponents of the Government, was 


also affected by the relations between Turkey and 
U.S.SR. 


The Paris Peace Conference to which great 
prominence wa: given in the looal press, presumably 
due to the danger of discussing internal politics 
after the new Press Law, caused only mild interest 
in local ciroles, as many citizens uppear to be of 
the opinion that, in view of the attitude taken 
by the Soviets in virtually every aspect of inter- 
nationsl situation, it is hopeless to expect a 
real agreement on the main issues and that at the 
present stage of affairs a peace conference only 
serves the purpose of giving the impression to the 
public in various democratic oountries that real 
efforts are being made to reach a settlement. 


In this connection a high runking Treusury 
official said that "by of ng at the world map it 
is clearly visible that trom Joland to Manchuria 
and Japan there are conflicting interests between 
U.S.5.R. and the Western Democracies and that the 
Soviet aims are material expansion in every direction 
and spiritual encroachuwent by propagating their 
ideology in countries which are still too distant 
from Soviet borders. If we simple citizens can see 
the situation at a glance it appears inconceivable 
that the leaders of Great Demooracies could sincerely 
believe that & useful purpose can be achieved by 
talking peace in Parls and causing the indignation 
of Soviet delegates on pructically every subject 
which has been discussed." 


The majority of local citizens appeur to approve 
wholeheartedly the stand tuken by the Turkish 
Government against Soviet claims with regurd to 
Turkish territory. Even certain leading members 
of the Democratic Party have been heard to express 
the opinion that it would be untimely and unpatriotic 
to attack the sovermment now in the matter of internal 
politics as the nation must present a united front 
in the face of a danger from a foreign foe. On the 
other hand it is pointed out that if the Soviets 
considered it opportune to attack Turkey now and if 
they hed no fear of outside interveation, they would 
care very little if Turkey presented a united or 
disunited front. In this connection several citizens 


have 


eg 


have recently expressed their fear that judging by 
appearances the British and the United States 
governments have left Turkey alone to settle ita 
problems with the J.S.5.R. There exists also a 
achool of thought in Izmir which,although anti- 
communist in sentiment, believes that the best 
policy for Turkey is to reach an agreement with 
the Soviets without relying on the moral or 
material support of the Western Democracies. 


According to certain reports, communistic 
feelings which have existed for several years in 
this distriot amongst certain sections of working 
classes huve been spreading recently on a fuirly 
large scale, It is suid that,in addition to 
factory workers, there are now many persons who 
secretly or openly profess communism amongst 
Junior bank and company clerks as well as amongst 
government employees and school teachers. ‘The 
reasons for the growing success of communism are 
stated to be the increasing dissatisfaction of the 
public with the Government and the high cost of 
living, the apparent futility of hoping to nave a 
democratic government legitimately elected by 
public votes, and the secret and increasingly 
extensive propaganda conducted, despite government 
efforts, by communists, presumably backed by 
Soviet organizations, The rural population aad 
trading olasses forming the great majority of 
citizens in this district, however, are still 
maintaining taeir intrans{geat attitude againet 
Communisu. <A large landowner, educated in kurope, 
stated that if Communism had not originated with 
the Russians, hereditary enemies of Turks, the 
People's party with its arbitrary actions and 
corrupt government officials would have converted 
Turkey to Communism in less time than would se 
possible in any other country, as any regiwe now 
appears to be more attructive to the general 
pubiic than the despotic misruie of the i eople's 
Perty. 





In connection with the militury weasures taken 
by the Covernment relutive to the Soviet attitude 
toward Turkey, it is reported that a stute of alarm 
was ordered for the ,ir Force units in this district 
and all the uctive officers spent the nights on 
the airfields, but this order was withdrawn on or 
about September 15, 1946. 


It is rwnoread tuut there ure ut present 12 
Turkish infantry divisions on the Lastern borders 
of Turkey facing some 60 Joviet divisions and that 
the civilian populations of Kare und .rdahun are 
evucuating these towns. 


scoording to other rumors, orders were received 
from Ankara by the Army headquarters in Izmir to 
demobilize the 1340 class (those born in 1924) by the 
end of October 1946. 


6 A. Johnson 
Amerioan Viee Consul 
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e Secretary of State, ay mere i a 
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Sir: 


I have the honor to report..th&t President In$nt, during 
the course of an inspection trip which he has just made to cer- 
tain Provinces of Southeastern Turkey, wes reported by the press 
as having received on October &3 the leaders of the Democrat Party 
eat Antakya in the Hatay and as having informed them that he wes 
ar Ee aeT following very closely the activities of the Democrat Party and 
that he strongly supported the development of that party. The 
President is also alleged to have said thet he desired to see 
the development of Western democrecy in Turkey, and that it was 
necessary for all parties to collaborate. He went on to declare 
thet the People's Party, being the party in power, should be more 
tolerant, and should cooperate with the Democrat Party for the good 
of the country. In conclusion, the President reportedly stated 
that upon his death he would have left to the Turkish nation two 
accomplishments--s multi-party system and the villese schools. 
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When Democrat leader Celal Bayar heard of the President's 
statements, he reportedly said: “Very nice, but too late." He 
went on to point out thst one of the main principles of the 
Democrat Party is that the Presidency of the Republic should not 
be occupied by the president of s party. Hayar allegedly seconded 
the necessity for cooperation between the parties, but said that 
the possibility of such cooperetion depended not so much upon 
statements as upon the determination of the Feople's Party and 
the Government to bring it to pass. He agreed with the President 
that the People's Party should be tolerant because it is the party 
in power, and regretted thet members of the People's Party have 
so far not been punished for irregularities committed against 
the Democrat Perty. "We heve been confronted with Governors who 
said, 'The Democrat Perty cannot be set up here as long as I an 
here.' We have heard Governors say; 'I em the People's Perty 
Governor here. How cen I be impartial?'* 
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The President's remarks were greeted with favor by the 
press. The Government-supporting Son Telgraf of October 11 
stated that a new era has begun in the life of the Turkish 
nation, and that this progress towards a Western democretic life 
is the work of Ismet Indn&. The opposition Vatan of October 1l 
also said that the President's remarks indicated the beginning of 
a new era in the life of the country, and declared that the 
establishment of democracy in Turkey was possible if ell parties 
would endorse the President's remarks. The same paper on October 13 
went further by declaring that henceforth the opposition would not 
be accused of treachery, and that it could congratulate itself 
upon the esteem which it had been able to win in the country. 
Son Seat of October 11 and Tasvir of October 12 praised the Presi- 
dent for his statements, but declared that democracy was not yet 
established in Turkey. 


Although the Republicen People's Ferty, of which Ismet In&nt 
is the leader, is in control of the Government end the President 
cen well afford to be magnanimous to the opposition, the above- 
described kind words are particulerly noteworthy in view of the 
hostile attitude adopted toward the President by the Democrets at 
the time of the legislative elections. Never before in the history 
of the Republic has such strong encouragement been given to the 
development of a bona fide multi-party svstem, The President is 
thought sincerely to desire that eventually the Western democratic 
system be established in Turkey, but to believe that in view of 
Turkey's delicate international situation progress in this direction 
should not be so fast as to disturb the unity of the country. 
Thus his remarks in Antakya, perticulerly as regards the cooperation 
of the People's Party with the Democret Party, apply more to the 
future than to the present. 


Respéxtfully yours, 
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= No. 1188 Ankara, Octoher 19, 1946 
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rn Subjeat: Further Evidence Given puring Trial of 
c Turanians in Istanbul. 


= fh DEPARTMENT QE STATE 
3s NOV 27 1946, 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of state, . Cas or 
=) Washington. wag NEAK EASTERN AFFAThS 
Fa 


1946 NOV 2 


> Sir: 


- 4 v 
9, o® Go rb ir ge 
u I ve the honor to refer to the Embassy's despatch 
No. 1132 of September 26, 1946, concerning the trial 


of Pan-Turanians now taking place in Istanbul, and to 
forward below, in translation from the newspaper Tasvir 
of October 16, an account of further evidence given 
during the trial. The evidence concerns the charge 
that the defendants were planning a coup d'etat. 


a "Reha Oguz Tirkkan also declared that he would 
explain the origin of the tale of a ‘coup d'etat’ 
3 found in the evidence of a defendant and a wite 
7VeE | ness, taken at the security directorate. He said: 


08 i "A coup dtetat was mentioned on two occasions. 
} The first was in connection with the events of 
t 1941. We were saying that if a Quisling Government, 
act agent of the Germans, (or a Damat Ferit Government) 
G should come into power as in many European 
fer / countries, and should attempt to feed our country 
) bur!» to the Germans, it would be the duty of every 
/ ‘e3 nationalist to bring about a sudden coup d'etat 
against that government. The second time was when 
3 Wace a friend, anxious in the face of the increasing 
activities of the commnists, said: ‘What if a 
‘ neey communist generation comes into power one day? 
What will be the fate of this country then?’ TI 
replied: ‘Don't worry. The duty of the Turkists 
OF peer will then be to prepare secretly and to overthrow 
‘ this communist government, and this is quite 
es possible.'" 


O30 


pe Respectfully yours, 


Spel c 


“vty For the Ambassador: 


ot an Watirelet > Nd 


by : 
‘Ut $2 Warwick Perkins oO 


aces ae 


j-o1/su" 493 


First Secretary of Embassy nace 
File No. 800 syNS 


SWRoockwell /1b 
To the Department in Original and Heotograph | 
cc; Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
American Embassy, Moscow 
American Embassy, London 


INCOMING AIRGRAM 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS ae BRANCH 


Dr 


ACY I OW-MEA 


Ineo; 


DErARTicNT 





at pean 
Gr ofAre 


NOVAS eh 
DNIStGH OF @ 


NEAR EASTERN AFFAiag 


Taner LM. | ge 6 





Neetds Tow. Ur 


eg 










QH6l OZAON 


eke awed i Ay th 
PERMANENT RECORD “COPY. -—This copy must be returned to DC/R central files with notation of action taken. 





976 1-01/00°L98 


aay #3 F 
“Office Memorandum - UNITEDIS SHES, GOVERNMENT 


j 


t 


\ 


- iN } 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


. ¥ . @ 
oy 





TOP SECRER ; ‘ 
TO 3 S———ie_Seeretery— pate: October 21 
1p a > 1946 | 
FROM: NEA = Loy W,. Henderson ria 5 w ¢ a | 
? bi 
a) 
SUBJECT: | we 3 1 
iS 4 4 
9 © 4 
There is attached a draft statement of policy on Turkey ay & 
which represents the present thinking of NWA in this regard. It wy 
is partially based upon the Joint Chiefs of Staff memorandum of . i 
August 23 which you have seen, and incorporates all main points oO ** 
made in that memorandum. In dine with the wish expressed in one © 4% 
of your telegrams from Paris, we have not attempted to go into “oy 
detail regarding the means of implementing our suggested policy’ — &% 
but have confined our statements in this respect to general out= © & 
lines. f 1 & 
email RS 
) If you concur in the attached memorandum, I suggest that it me S 
be sent to the Secretaries of War and Navy for their consideration y, 
and adoption as an agreed statement of the Government's policy. oO 


This would be of great assistance to the Department by furnishing 

a definite basis for further practical action. It would also 

serve to demonstrate to the Yar and Navy Departments our identity 
\ of views with respect to the Turkish situation. 


With reference to the section of the statement dealing with 

arms, I should mention that we have heard the Turks are about to 

present a request to us for arms which, presumably, the British 
annot or will not supply them. ‘We do not know what the Turks 

want, but we are concerned lest a refusal on our part to let them 

‘\\ have any combat equipment in any circumstances, even though the 
need should be clear and the British should not be able to deliver 
it, might be interpreted as an indication of a lack of determina- 
\tion to back our policies to the hilt. 
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TOP SECRET October 21, 1946 
MEMORANDUM ON TURKEY 


Events of the past year have brought to the fore the vital 
importance of Turkey in the international picture. It is one of 
the few nations peripheral to the Soviet Union which is not under 
effective control of the USSR, but there are unmistakable signs 
that the Soviet Government plans to add Turkey to its group of 
satellites. These signs include a persistent campaign by the 
Soviet press and radio against the Turkish Government, Soviet 
assertions that various portions of eastern Turkey must be incor- 
porated in the Soviet Union, denunciation by the USSR of the Turko- 
Soviet treaty of friendship of 1925, and the Soviet notes of August 
7 and September 24, 1946 to Turkey in which the Soviet Government 
insisted upon an arrangement for joint Turko-Soviet defense of 
the Black Sea straits. 


It is the considered opinion of the United States Government 
that these moves on the part of the Soviet Union are designed to 
weaken Turkey with the objective of bringing it under the direct 
influence of the USSR and enabling the Soviet Union to use Turkey 
both as a defense against possible outside attack from the Mediter- 
ranean and as a springboard for political and military expansion 
by the USSR into the Mediterranean and the Near and Middle Eest. 


It is further the view of the United States Government that 
the successful execution of this Soviet policy would have the most 
serious consequences. Strategically, Turkey is the most importan* 
factor in the astern Mediterranean and Middle Nast. By its geogra- 
phical position, Turkey constitutes the stopper in the neck of the 
bottle through which Soviet political and military influence 
could most effectively flow into the eastern Mediterranean and 
Middle Easte A Russian-dominated Turkey would open the flood- 
gates for a Soviet advance into Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine, 
Transjordan, Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula, all of which are at 
present still relatively free from Russian activities and direct 
Russian pressure because of their relative remoteness from the 
sphere of Soviet dominance. It would also dangerously, prrhaps 
fatally, expose Greece and Iran, two countries whose governments 
are already having the greatest difficulty in standing up to the 
Soviet Union and its agents. None of the nations mentioned has 
a government or social order so stable and united as Turkey, and 
none could be expected to stand against Soviet pressure after 
Turkey had gone down. 


From 
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From the purely military point of view, it is the opinion 
of the “ar and Navy Departments that if the Soviet Union attained 
military dominance of Turkey (as would be the case if it were : 
permitted to share in the defense of the Straits), there would 
be grave doubt whether the eastern Mediterranean and Middle East 
could be considered tenable for the non-Soviet powers. Political 
consequences might be even more far-reaching. Because Turkey is 
so obviously a key point and is so obviously under powerful Soviet 
pressure, all other nations, large and small, which fear the 
spreading power of the USSR are watching the current diplomatic 
struggle with the most intense concern. Any westadite which 
resulted in even partial attainment of the Soviet objectives in 
Turkey would have a disastrous effect upon these nations, influ- 
encing them to come to terms with the Soviets and abandon support 
of the United States in its efforts to see that the principles of 
the United Nations are upheld throughout the world. Such a develop- 
ment would produce a considerable weakening in the comprehensive 
security situation of the United States. 


Fortunately, Turkey appears to be itself firmly determined 
to resist present and future Soviet pressure. From all informa- 
tion, the Turkish Government and people are united with regard to 
foreign policy. There does not exist in Turkey the cleavage of 
public opinion which makes it difficult for Greece, Iran, China 
and others to defend their positions. Furthermore, alone among 
Near and liiddle Wastern states, Turkey possesses a relatively 
effective military force which could render difficult the task 
of an aggressor, even if it were the Soviet Union. 


Despite these favorable conditions, it is obvious that Turkey 
cannot stand in the face of the USSR if left entirely alone. 
Turkey lacks the economic and industrial resources, to say nothing 
of the population, necessary to oppose a major power. Its economic 
structure is still shaken by the war. The unrelenting war of 
nerves being waged against it forces the maintenance of a large 
military force which is a dangerous drain on the nation's economic 
strength, On the strictly military side, Turkey is unable to pro- 
duce for itself the modern weapons and equipment required for 
defense under present-day conditions. 


It is, therefore, the policy of the United States Government 
to give positive support to Turkey. This policy should be imple- 
mented along the following main lines: 


1. Diplomatic. The United States should maintain the 
firm, though reasonable, position it has already taken with regard 
to the Straits. If and when occasion arises it should adopt a 
similarly firm stand with regard to other issues, such as the 


Soviet 
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Soviet desire to annex parts of eastern Turkey. The Turks, the 
Soviets and the world at large should be left in no doubt whatso- 
ever as to our stand with regard to such questions. 


2. Moral. The United States Government should continue 
to make clear to the American people the essential elements of 
the situation, explaining carefully the moral as well as political 
and strategic bases of our policy. At the same time, we should 
make sure that the Turkish Government and people also fully under- 
stand our position and are confirmed in their belief that we are 
determined to see the high principles of the United Nations main- 
tained with regard to Turkey. We must especially avoid any action 
which, reasonable or expedient though it might seem to us, would 
give the Turks the impression that we were weakening in our sup- 
port or deviating from our principles. 





3- Economic. A beginning in economic assistance has been 
made through the authorization of a $25,000,000 Export-Import 
Bank credit and by assistance in the purchase of vessels to 
rehabilitate the Turkish merchant marine. This beginning must 
be followed up by all available means, probably including ad- 
ditional financial credits but not limited to this form of assist- 
ancee 


4 Military. For the present it seems preferable for 
Great Britain to assume the obligation of providing military 
equipment and munitions whenever necessary to insure proper 
maintenance and development of the Turkish military forces. 

This follows because of the treaty relationship between the two 
countries and because the world in general has become accustomed 
to the fact that Turkey receives arms from Britain from time to 
time. If a case should arise where Britain is not in a position 
to furnish the necessary arms and military equipment, the United 
States government is prepared to consider the possibility of 
furnishing such supplies to Great Britain for delivery to the 
Turks. In a very exceptional case we might consider furnishing 
certain supplies direct. 


It is not inconsistent with United States policy, however, 
to provide technical military advice, military instructions, etc., 
whenever requested by the Turks. 
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Soviet desire to annex parts of eastern Turkey. The Turks, the 
Soviets and the world at large should be left in no doubt whatso- 
ever as to our stand with regard to such questions. 


2. Moral. The United States Government should continue 
to make clear to the American people the essential elements of 
the situation, explaining carefully the moral as well as political 
and strategic bases of our policy. At the same time, we should 
make sure that the Turkish Government and people also fully under- 
stand our position and are confirmed in their belief that we are 
determined to see the high principles of the United Nations main- 
tained with regard to Turkey. We must especially avoid any acticn 
which, reasonable or expedient though it might seem to us, would 
give the Turks the impression that we were weakening in our suppor 
or deviating from our principles, 4 


3. Economic. A beginning in economic assistance has 
been made through the authorization of a $25,000,000 Kkxport- 
Import Bank credit and by assistance in the purchase of vessels 
to rehabilitate the Turkish merchant marine. This beginning must 
be followed up by all available means, probably including additional 
financial credits but not limited to this form of assistance. 


we ~4. Military. The United States Governmant should be pre- 
pared to provide military equipment.and munitions whenever neces- 
sary to insure proper,;maintenance and development of the Turkish 


aN military forces. sssistance in this ficld”should, of course, be 
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coordinated with any similar program of assistance which may be 
followed by Great Britain or other like-minded powers. For the 
present it may be best to allow Britain to take the lead, because 


ace) the existence of the-Anglo-Turkish treaty of alliance and be- 


use the wofld in general.has become accustomed to the fact that 
Turkey receives arms from Sritain from time to time, However, the 
United States.Government must be_ completely free at all times to 
sell er otherwise supply arms ard-other military items to Turkey 
if sach items ar@ needed and are not forthcoming from other sources. 
Similarly, the United States should furnish technical military 
advice, miittary instructors, etc., whenever requested by the Turks. 
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I have the honor to forward herewith a memorandum 
prepared by Second Secretary Richard E. Gnade regarding 
his impressions of the city and province of Erzurum 
this year as compared with a year ago when he visited 


. ied) 
it previously S 
os eon Fi Respectfully yours, i~ = 
] ea f . ' For the Ambassador: eS 
oe les ~ 
Tos a 
1 WEA 2 
| €E WW, y 
4 MUWUM be 
o 
ay Warwick Perkins = 
6° First Secretary of Embassy 
3)tit ! 
10th Enclosure: ~~ 
le’ Memorandum of Richard E. Gnade 
site File No. 030 
Seas REGnade/1b 


la Vena To the Department in Original and Hectograph 


cc: Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


aye 2230 
va 


Enclosure 1 to Despatch No. 1192 dated October 23, 1946 
from American Embassy, Ankara, on the subject 
Transmission of Memorandum Regarding Frzurum 


Erzurum, September 19, 1946 
MEMORANDUM 
Subject: Erzurum in September 1946. 


Compared with the way Erzurum looked at the time 
of my visit a year ago, it now appears more prosperous. 
The little shops of the bazaar are crowded with goods, 
many of them from abroad. The city itself is still dusty, 
dirty, poorly paved and inadequately drained. The raw 
climate and the treeless surrounding mountains add to 
the impression of desolation given by the numerous 
ruined houses whose walls or foundations still dot the 
city, souvenirs of the numerous times it has been fought 
over in the past 100 years. Once @ center of learning 
and brilliant provincial capital of the Seljuks, the 
town even in recent Ottoman times was fairly prosperous 
with military colleges and well-constructed stone public 
buildings. Now, despite its 52,000 inhabitants, it 
gives the impression of a place declined beyond revival 
unless a long term of peace allows it a gradual con- 
valescence with an inflow of capital, abundance of 
materials for public works, and a Government which is 
ready to make every effort to put it on its feet again. 


Erzurum is a combination of a number of interests: 
it is a military center of defense of Turkey's northeast 
frontier and a market town for the surrounding villages. 
It is also the last city on the standard gauge railway 
to the Hast and the seat of the Third General Inspectorate 
(supervising the civil administration of all northeast 
Turkey), of an Army headquarters, and of a provincial 
administration headed by a Governor. Its population is 
made up of soldiers, Government officials, and tradesmen. 


Living accommodations at Erzurum are miserable. 
For transients, a few of the Army officers stay at the 
Army Club, but everyone else except occasional fortunate 
people who are put up in the Halkevits one guest room 
must stay at the buggy, dirty, and small Cumhuriyet 
Hotel or at one of the caravanserais even poorer in 
style and accommodation. As for the permanent residents, 
half a dozen of the topmost Government officials have 
houses provided for them near the new square at the 
west of the city around which are grouped the Army 
headquarters, the Halkevi, the Third Inspectorate 
General Building and the beginnings of a provincial 


government 
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government building on which no work has been done since 
1941 because of scarcity of building materials. Aside 
from that, those Government officials and married Army 
officers who can get them share about thirty apartments 
in old remodelled apartment buildings built before the 
First World War. The remainder camp out in mud and 
stone structures whose squalor can scarcely be imagined. 
The local tradesmen who have been settled in the town 

a long time live in fortress-like greyish-brown stone 
houses, squatty and grim on the outside, but on oceasion - 
as I found when last year I visited the People's Party 
local chairman's house - very pleasant and handsomely 
decorated inside, even though some of the rudimentary 
comforts of sanitation may be lacking. 


Socially the natives of Erzurum are still very 
conservative. Peasant women cover their faces with 
their veils as strangers approach. Women of better 
elass seldom go out on the street, and never alone. 

Most officers and Government officials who are married 
leave their wives and families in western Turkey while 
they do their compulsory three years of eastern service. 
Social relaxations are few = one wretched cinema, occa~ 
sional hack theatrical troupes performing on the Halkevi 
stage, a weekly dance at the Army Club (to which in 
general only those few Army officers and higher civilian 
officials whose wives are with them go to dance - 
Erzurum is so conservative that bachelors have difficulty 
getting dancing partners), a few small bars, and some 
folk music and dancing at the Halkevi. Younger men 
complain that sports are their only relaxations = skiing 
in the winter (for which snow conditions are ideal for 
five months of the year) and riding and shooting in the 
summer. 


Erzurum is still a horse town. The twelve or so 
private cars are Government property, used for the 
leading civil officials. The numerous generals ride 
about in command cars. There are two or three taxis 
and a couple of municipal autobusses. In two anda 
half days there I counted at Erzurum only five motor 
trucks and no jeeps whatsoever. One tractor for hauling 
light anti-aircraft guns passed the Halkevi while I was 
there. All ordinary transport is by animal - horse, 
donkey, mule and occasional camel. Officers ride about 
the town on horseback, often with an orderly trotting 
along behind on foot to hold the horse while the officer 
is making a purchase or attending to whatever business 
he may have. The snowfall is so heavy in winter that 
all traffic is by sleigh, and the town's few automobiles 
are laid up. 


In the town 
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In the town there is no electricty during the day 
except for fifteen minutes in the morning and at noon 
at the times of the Ankara Radio newscasts to allow 
the news-hungry people of the town to hear what is going 
on in the world, The only local newspaper, the one page 
Erzurum, is published weekly by the provincial Govern= 
ment, and is mainly a vehicle for reprints of articles 
from the People's Party paper Ulus of Ankara, for 
Government notices, and for occasional brief items of 
local interest. Twice a week when the trains arrive 
from Istanbul and Ankara, there is such a demand for 
Istanbul newspapers that one of the shops where they 
are sold locks its doors, customers line up outside, 
and the papers are sold through a wicket. 


A factor which emphasizes for Erzurum's people 
their remoteness, loneliness, and isolation from the 
rest of Turkey is the poor state of communications 
with which they are faced. In the summer months the 
State Airways run planes between Erzurum and Istanbul 
and Ankara three times a week, but few of the local 
people can afford to pay the relatively expensive fares. 
Anyone going to Istanbul can take a bus to Trabzon (two 
days) and a ship from there (four days) or take the 
passenger train, always overcrowded, which plies twice 
a week between Erzurum and western Turkey. It is a 
combination freight, troop and passenger train which 
averages less than 17 miles per hour for the 689 mile 
(41 hour) trip from Ankara to Erzurum. Local people 
explain that the State Railways are unwilling to pro- 
vide more adequate service because the bulk of the 
passengers are Government employees, carried at half 
fare and therefore at a loss. The result is that 
berths in the one sleeping car are sold weeks in 
advance, and the sit=-up coaches are so crowded that 
passengers cannot even get through the corridors to 
the wash-rooms. Only one of the week's two trains 
carries a dining car. 


Rafael de Nogales in "Four Years under the 
Crescent" (London 1926) relating his experiences in 
the Ottoman Army during the First World War, says that 
the Russians referred to Erzurum as "the capital of 
the Turkish Siberia". This is certainly the way most 
Turkish officials regard the place - the scene of their 
exile where they serve their compulsory three years in 
the East. It is a dull place to live, the climate ig 
raw, the altitude of over 6000 feet oppressive for 
many people, and the town is unattractive. On the - 
street the military and the masculine predominate, and 
the whole area has a quality of past prosperity unlikely 


again 
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again to be achieved. 


The new young Governor, Cemal Ding, has wide plans 
for improvement of conditions: in housing he wants to 
provide decent accommodation for at least 300 families 
with an emphasis on small apartments for minor Govern= 
ment officials and junior Army officers and their 
families. He hopes to complete a large community 
center, now partially erected, which includes a cinem 
for 1000 people, soft and hard drink bars, club rooms, 
a restaurant, and various other amenities which would 
make social life at Erzurum more bearable. Other con~ 
struction items include completion of the provincial 
administration building, now standing as only a gaunt 
skeleton of framework, a meat canning factory, and 
possibly also a dried milk factory. The electrio plant 
must also be modernized. In the province the most 
important single item is completion of the ten year 
village school program, which means not only provision 
of school buildings but also training of teachers for 
them. It is also hoped that the new Minister of Com- 
munications, S$tkrt! Kogak, who is deputy for Erzurum 
in the Grand National Assembly, will arrange for more 
adequate train service between the city and western 
Turkey. 


The Governor told me that during the summer's 
three elections - for the Municipal Councils, for the 
Grand National Assembly, and for the Provincial General 
Assembly - he made every effort to observe complete 
neutrality. Some moves which he mde against the 
Democrats were criticized in the Istanbul newspapers, 
but he assured me that he had been justified in every 
case. Usually, he said, it was a matter of the Democrats 
setting up their organization so fast that they could 
not check all their members and train them in the Party 
program. The result therefore sometimes was that some 
ignorant fellow would be sent out to make propaganda 
in the villages for the Democrats, and in his ignorance 
would think that by attacking various reforms made by 
the Government such as the Hat Law and the laicization 
program he was aiding the Democrat cause. In such cases 
the Governor struck quick and hard on the basis of the 
provisions of the law. The most important incident 
had been in connection with efforts of the Democrat 
Party chairman at Erzurum itself to inject Islam as an 
issue into the campaign. He even went so far as to 
begin growing a beard like an old style hodja. The 
Governor at once had him arrested, the Democrats then 
threw him out of his post as Party chairman, and he 
has now left Erzurum, bag and baggage. ‘The only wins 
which the Democrats had in the three elections were in 
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the Provincial General Assembly, where six of their 
candidates were elected out of 29 seats at stake. Since 
the election, one of the Democrats has gone over to the 
Republican People's Party, leaving five Democrats in an 
Assembly of 30 members (the Governor is ex officio a 
member and the presiding officer of the Assembly). In 
the Assembly which began its work on September 15 the 
Governor said that there had been a welcome spirit in 
both parties for cooperation and friendship. 


The people of Erzurum are very conscious of their 
position on Turkey's frontier facing Russia. Not only 
in the provincial capital but also in the outlying dis- 
tricts the course of world events, with particular 
reference to Anglo-American-Soviet and Turkish-Soviet 
relations is followed with an interest sharpened by 
local realization that should hostilities come, the 
province may be the initial scene of operations. In 
Erzurum city the restaurants and coffee houses have 
radios which give the daily Ankara newscasts, and in 
all the outlying districts but one there are radios, 
usually battery run, sometimes in the school, sometimes 
in the gendarmerie commandry, or in the district 
administrator's office, to which the populace has 
access to follow the course of events. Everywhere I 
went I was asked about the Wallace speech which was 
described variously as "like a cold shower", "stomach- 
turning", and *most discouraging", especially becau se 
it came at a time of local reports of unusual Soviet 
troop movements across the frontier. What puzzled 
people most was that a Cabinet member could present a 
statement of policy so different from that of the 
President and the Secretary of State. 


As has been the case for the past several years, 
it is reported that Russian agents continue to cross 
the frontier in an effort to gather information and 
to make propaganda for the Soviet cause. Even women 
agents have been caught recently. Propaganda among 
the Kurds has taken the form of promises of uniting 
the Kurds of Soviet Russia, Iran, Iraq and Syria ina 
free Kurdistan, but in the Erzurum area the Kurdish 
population (about 15% of the total provincial popula- 
tion) is so scattered, poor, and untutored, that it 
is reported to be little susceptible to mash, lke 
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Sources: 
Local officials, 
townspeople, 
personal observation. 
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Washington. 


A2225, October 28, 1946. 


With reference to the recent interview attributed 
to (but donied in all its osscentiel details) the Turkish 
Foreign Minister in the yyrisn nowspepcer ALIR AMUIURYYERN 
of Aloppo (DEPTEL 13, October 25 to Beirut), the reaction 
in the Iebenose pres:. hes been fumcdiete, criticel end 
violent. Seversl pepers devoted their editoricls to it, 
but none of thom cxhibited cnthusicsw for eny perticuler 
stron, thoning of tho ties which unite Turkcy with tho 
Areb Stet.s. The preveiling sentiment is, "We Lebanose 
accopt the fact that we cre Arabs, but wo are not pre= 
pared, es soldicrs, to fight for Turkey ond Iren. we 
intend to rowain noutrel, non-militery, a country 
cuerantocd by the United Netions (Wandering Journelist, 
October 26)". 


Most of tho press fools thet Turkey is lookinj; for 
frionds and cllies in case it shovld te fxuced with ce wer 
ageinst the sovict Mion. If an Oricntel Bloc 4s to be 
formed, it slovld sefeyuerd, priwerily, the interests of 
the Arab Statos. All Icvencse papers indicete sympathy 
for Syrien aspiretions rcgerding the Sarjek of Alexendrotte. 


The Christian helf of the Lebenon, of course, = 
frivhtoned of eny elliance envelyiny; the areb Lean a 
Help to Turkey, the Curistiens fecl, uorcly stren:-thgns 
the Pen-Jslmwaic movowent. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, 





Sir: 


T have the honor to forward herewith the text of a memorandun 
entitled "Observations During a Tour of Southeast Turkey" by 
Second Secretary Richard E, Gnade, 


ING 
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ws : Wife T have read this account of Mr. Gnade's travels with the 
greatest interest, In my opinion he has done a first-class piece 





TKO . of observation and description, and has added considerably to our 
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Itinerary 


Between September 21 and October 19, 1946, I made a tour of 

Southeast Turkey by jeep in the company of Captain Michael J. 
Hansinger, Assistant Military Attache. Our itinerary, outlined on 
the map attached to the original of this report, was Diyarbakir- 
Bitlis-Tatvan, then along the southern shore of Lake Van to Van City. 
From Van we set out southeastwards to the Iranian frontier at Sikefti, 
but because of rain, hail and heavy mud we got only as far as the 
village of Hogap, Returning to Van, we proceeded around the northern 
shore of the Lake to Ercis, Ahlat, Tatvan, and Tug, From Tug we 
returned to Tatvan, then Bitlis, Siirt, Kurtalan (railhead of the 

line from Diyarbakir eastwards), Ramandag, and again Diyarbakir. 

From Diyarbakir we then went northwards to Ergani, Ergani Madeni 
copper mine, Guleman chrome mine, Elazig, Pertek and Hozat (the latter 
two being towns of Tunceli province), Returning again to Diyarbakir, 
we started south to Mardin, the Syrian frontier, Ceylan Pinari govern- 
ment farm, Urfa, Gazianteb, Adana, Tarsus, Kayseri, and finally Ankars. 

During the trip we covered 2329 miles by jeep. As far as Gazian- 
teb we were accompanied by a Turkish army captain, and three soldiers 
in a second jeep and were well-chaperoned throughout that portion of 
our trip east of the Euphrates, the part of Turkey into which no 
foreigner may enter without the permission of the General Staff. 
However, we found very few restrictions on our movements or conversatio.. 
except for the inevitable embarassment offered by having our companioi. 
army officer present at every conversation. Luckily, he was neither 
over=bright nor very attentive, 

That the Turkish officials whom we met en route as well as those 
at Ankara were not entirely easy in their minds as to our activities 
was apparent. The evening of my return to Ankara, 1 met the Chief of 
Intelligence at the General Staff, who said: "I suppose you know what 
the foreign press is saying about your trip; that an American committ«: 
has been touring southeast Turkey, studying the Kurdish and Armenian 
questions." Later at the same party he told Captain lansinger: "They're 
saying abroad that the American Government is taking an active interest 
in the project of an independent Kurdistan, that you and iir, Gnade were 
studying the problem, as well as trying to determine where the Armeni‘is 
used to be in a majority in present-day Turkey,"" ie found during the 
trip that many of the officers and civilian officials with whom we ts? «cd 
had obviously been previously coached on what they should tell us, 
the percentage of sudden illnesses (diplomatic and otherwise) preveit ing 
officials from receiving us seemed abnormally high. 











Travel Conditions in Southeast Turkey 


Travel in southeast Turkey requires a sound constitution ani a 
willingness to go without many of the normal comforts of American lif- 
Accommodations are often primitive and sometimes - especially fros the 
sanitary viewpoint - extremely distasteful. Roads are incredibly : 
in most cases, and often we crept along at a speed of eight to ten miles 
per hour for a whole day. We were seldon able to average more than 
twenty miles per hour, except on the section of the new asnhalt roa 
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from Iskenderun to Ulukigla over which we passed, especially because 
the jeep was pulling a small trailer in which we had our baggage. 

The paucity of comforts was in most cases amply made up for by 
the warmness of the welcome we received, Hospitality is a general 
and basic Turkish trait, and it was often difficult to escape from 
being overwhelmed by generosity - as when at Pertek I admired a locally 
made rug in my host's house and his feelings were hurt that I would not 
take it with me as a present! Even in the poorest villages yoghurt or 
apples or some other gift of food would anpear as soon as we had stopped, 
and it would have doubled our trip time if we had accepted all the 
invitations which we received for meals or "just a coffee," Food every- 
where was abundant and usually good, With it raki (arrack) and/or beer 
was often served. 

The road situation in Turkey is admittedly very bad now, but it is 
rapidly being improved, chiefly as a military necessity in preparedness - 
against the threat of Russian aggression. ‘Within the next few months 
an all-weather road will be completed from Kurtalan (railhead east of 
Diyarbakir) to Bitlis, to be extended then to Lake Van, and the British 
wartime-biilt asphalt highway fron the ports of Iskenderun ané Mersin 
over the Taurus pass to Ulukigla will be extended to Kayseri where one 
branch will go by Ankara to Istanbul and the other by dtbmbyenmmd. Sivas 
to Erzurum, linking near Agkale with the Transit Road fran Trabzon via 
Erzurum to the Iranian frontier beyond Beyazit, Completion of the new 
roads will provide Turkey with better road facilities for motor traffic 
than she has ever had before. 


Diyarbakir 


Diyarbakir is an ancient city, crowded within its high black basalt 
walls with eighty bastion towers and four main gates, high on a bluff over 
the Tigris at the head of this river's navigation. In September we found 
it hot and sun-baked, Its poorer houses are of mud, but the better ones 
are made of the local basaltic rock found in the neighborhood, and are 
attractive and cool with open courtyards and pools of running water, 
Inside the walls are many reminders of the city's prosperous past, extend- 
ing back to Hittite times: mosques, minarets, khans, the facade of a 
part of the fifth century palace of an Armenian puppet King maintained in 
power by the Homans, and the ancient citadel with its iron model of a 
scorpion's stinger over the gate to keep the evil insects out. The 
bazaars were crowded and interesting, well-stocked and busy with numerois 
manufacture? goods (Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States were the 
chief countries fron which these had been imported) and plenty of food 
products from the outlying farm lands, including huge melons, alleged to 
grow as heavy as 110 pounds. Day and night there was a constant sound 
of the bells around the necks of the pack animals - mostly donkeys and 
camels = carrying goods to and from the markets of the city. 

Diyarbakir is the largest and most prosperous of the cities of 
Southeast Turkey, It is the seat of the Seventh Army Corps (now rumored 
to be moving to Erzincan), of the provincial government, and of the First 
Inspectorate General, whose chief, Avni Dogan, has all the functions of a 
governor-general of the southeast provinces, Attached to his staff is the 
National Security Services Chief Inspector, Turgut Saner, who as head of 
the secret and political police, keeps a close hand on all the area fron 
Gazianteb to the Iranian frontier, 

Although in the war years the city's population remained static at 
about 42,000 persons, the population of Diyarbakir province rose fron 
214,871 in 19L0 to 251,073 in 1945, Much of the increase can be attributed 


to an influx 


Bis 


to an influx of immigrants of Turkish blood and language from the 
Balkan countries and from Cyprus, The model villages built to house 
these newcomers are to be seen throughout the province, The last 
available census figures showing language distribution in the province 
(those of 1935) indicate that at that time about 26.1% of the popula- 
tion spoke Turkish as its mother-tongue and 72.8% Kurdish, There has 
probably been a considerable change in favor of Turkish in the past 
ten years, both because of the influx of Turkish-speaking imnigrants 
and because of the Turkish Governnent's active Turkification program 
in the army, in schools, and in Government services. Certainly on 
the street and in shops in Diyarbakir I encountered no man who did 
not speak at least some Turkish. The women (with whom we did not 
come into contact in this conservative loslem area) are reported to 
have progressed much more slowly in learning Turkish, and it will 
probably not be until a whole generation of girl pupils has been 
trained in Turkish schools that the female population will begin to 
speak Turkish, Unlike the fairly generous treatment with regard to 
school instruction and publications in Creek, Armenian and Jewish 
granted to these minorities in Turkey, the Kurds receive no such con- 
cessions, Although Kurdish is not an outlawed language, still it 
cannot be spoken in Government offices or in the army, nor can it be 
printed or taught in the schools. 

Health conditions in Diyarbakir, crowded inside its walls, are 
unenviable. Doctors we questioned estimated that 25% of the provincial 
population suffer fran trachona, and 20 to 25% from malaria, To cope 
with trachoma, there is a 20 bed trachoma hospital which treats a 
total of 4000 patients annually, Although there is only one doctor, 
six health workers whon he has trained tour the villages treating 
trachoma cases, Inadequate military and civil hospitals at Diyarbakir 
are the only ones in the entire province, The national Anti-Malaria 
Campaign also has an office at Diyarbakir, and is reported to be active 
in the villages with good results, 

The only lycee in the province is at Diyabakir, and an Institute 
for Training Village Teachers has been opened at Osmaniye near Ergani. 
There is also a Trade School at Diyarbakir. The province's sole news- 
paper DIYARBAKIR, appearing every other day, is one page, and newsprint 
is so limited that it can be supplied only to annual subscribers. Its 
editor is the local chairman of the Republican People's Party organiza- 
tion, and the paper is actually the semi-offielal oryan of the provincte 
zovermuent. 

Although no opposition candidates won tn Diyarbakir in either the 
Grand National Assenbly or Municipal Council elections, one Democrat 
was returned (as opposed to 17 Republican Feople's Party representatives) 
to the Provincial General Assembly; he represents the town of Ergani. 

On the day of the Frovincial General Assembly elections the Governor 

had seven Democrat Party members seized by the police for questioning on 
charges of violating a law forbidding party provaganda on election day. 
Their offense had been wearing arm brassards with "Democrat Party" on 
them. The Chief of Police - who carried out the Governor's orders - 
told us that the Republican People's Party poll watchers had worn only 
lapel buttons with the six arrows of the Party on them for identifica- 
tion, and that therefore they were not liable to detention on the same 
charge. The Democrats were released as soon as the election had been 
completed, 











Bitlis 


Crowded in among steep ochre-brown mountains, Bitlis stands at 
the key point covering the passage of the fifty-five mile long (by 
road) Bitlis gorge leading from the Lake Van area into the fertile 
lowlands of which Diyarbakir is the center. In days past it was a 
wealthy city, as even now its magnificent ruined castle, mosques, 
medresses, and palaces show, but today it is a dying town. In 1892 
(according to V. Cuinet - La Turquie d'Asie. Paris) it had a popula- 
tion of about 39,000, of which some 55% was Moslem, and the remainder 
mostly Armenian Christian. In 1940 its population was 12,002, and in 
1945 10,780, and its days as a city will probably be closed when the 
new railway pushing through from Elazig via Mug reaches Tatvan on 
Lake Van, bypassing Bitlis entirely. The only other railway nearby 
is that from Diyarbakir via Kurtalan to Cizre, and it cannot be 
extended to Bitlis without having to negotiate the precipitous Bitlis 
Gorge. 

Thus the town's imvortance as the holder of the pass and as a 
market and communications center is rapidly passing, It is even freely 
said at Bitlis that once the railway - now extended as far as Palu - 
reaches Tatvan, the provincial capital will probably be moved there. 
The infantry regiment now stationed at Bitlis is also likely to be 
moved to Tatvan where it can more readily defend the small plain to the 
west where airborne landing operations might easily be undertaken by an 
aggressor enemy. No new undertakings have been established in the town 
in the past years except a small cigarette factory; the nearest schools 
of lycee grade for the children are to be found at Diyarbakir and 
Erzurum; there is no electricity, no running water; and the whole atmo- 
sphere is one of rapid decay, 


Van 


The Turks have a proverb: "Dinyada Van, ahrette iman", which is to 
say: "See Van in this world, have faith in the next", Prior to the 
First “orld War what is now the Turkish province of Van was a prosperous 
part of the Ottoman Empire, and it was also one of the few parts of the 
Empire where the Armenian Christians were in a slight majority. It was 
famed for its silver work, for the beauty of the lake, and for its 
public buildings and rich bazaars, The lake is still beautiful, but the 
Van of 1914 stands only a ruin at the foot of the mighty citadel, No 
one lives there, and the only buildings which have roofs are a couple 
of onetime mosques. 

New Van is several miles further inland, and is a miserably poor 
appearing frontier settlement. Whatever public buildings had been con- 
structed in Republican times were mostly shaken down in the earthquake 
of November 1945, and there probably are not more than ten two-story 
buildings in the whole town. The town now has a population of 14,347, 

a little less than half its pre-World War I population, although the 
military units stationed there in connection with the divisional head- 
quarters probably raise the total population figure considerably, The 
commanding general and the governor have their offices in temporary one 
story wooden buildings, and although the Government is reported to have 
wide plans for public works, notably for public buildings, there is 
little direct evidence of any activity in that direction. The only new 
installation is an electric plant which is scheduled to be completed by 
October 29, the national Independence Day. 

Communications with the outside world are difficult for the people 
of Van, In the summer - from June to the end of September - an air 
service from Istanbul and Ankara provides three times a week transport 
and mail, but is expensive and is largely limited to Government personne] 
and freight. Ordinary travellers and freight are carried on the Lake 
Van boats fron Van to Tatvan, a trip made twice weekly (five hours wher 
the boat makes the direct journey), thence a day's journey by auto-tru:! 
to Bitlis and the railhead at Kurtalan, and a more than two day train 


trip 


en Fe 


trip to Ankara via Diyarbakir. In the winter snow closes the pass 
for long intervals during which the only news of the outside world 
comes by telegraph and radio, 

Throughout southeast Turkey we found in the people with whom 
we talked an intense hatred for the Russians as Turkey's age-old 
enemies, and for the Armenians as their allies and tools, The 
Armenians are blamed for the present ruined state of Van and Bitlis, 
and numerous local people still remember the fighting and bloodshed 
of the bitter time of Russian occupation in 1915 and the Armenian 
risings which preceded the Russian advance. 

An incident at Van brought home to us the local feeling of 
apprehension and suspicion. I sat for an hour in the sunshine outside 
the house where we were lodged one afternoon, reading and making some 
notes. Then one of my hosts called to take me to see the new tree 
nursery near town, \ihen we returned, the soldiers who were with us 
reported in excitement that they had told the police of a loiterer in 
a dark blue suit who had stood watching me for a half hour or more 
while I had been sitting writing outside the house in the sun. The 
police had arrested him on suspicion of being a Soviet agent. He was 
held for a number of hours, and it finally turned out after exhaustive 
questioning that he was a ship's officer on one of the Lake Van tugs, | 
and he had been watching - not me ~ but the house next door to see 
when the husband of his girl friend would leave so that he could 
safely call! 


Hogap 


From Van we made an excursion southeastwards toward the Iranian 
frontier. Although we intended to go to Sikefti on the frontier for 
the night, we got caught in torrential rain and hail storms which so 
churned up the already muddy mountain tracks up which we had to climb 
that despite the all-weather qualities of the jeep we were forced to 
turn back at the interesting mountain village of Hogap where we lunched 
and then returned to Van. 

Hogap castle seen from the road in the distance resembles nothing 
so much as the crag-top fairy castles protrayed on the covers of story- 
books for children, A huge and magnificent ruin, it still dominates 
the entire countryside for thirty miles north and south, as it has from 
the time of its first construction by the Armenian kings of Vasbouragan 
(the Van area) in the tenth century, After their fall it was the seat 
of local rulers, including a famous Kurdish derebey (valley-ruler), 
Yellow Silleyman, in the 17th century. In the nineteenth century the 
district was in the domains of the famous Kurdish chieftain Bedr Khan 
who in 1842 was exiled by the Ottoman Government with his forty sons 
and his women from his seat at Bagkale nearby for defying the Govern- 
ment's authority. His descendants today are leaders in the Levant of 
a Kurdish nationalist group. 

We were told that at Bagkale there are still twenty to thirty 
families of Jews whose ancestors settled there at the time of the 
Babylonian captivity at the beginning of the sixth century before Christ. 
Shopkeepers engaged in, selling groceries and drygoods, they are in- 
distinguishable from the other natives of the district in costume or 
Appearance except that they wear the Orthodox Jewish curl in front of 
each ear, Among themselves they speak an ancient Hebrew dialect, while 
they use Turkish and Kurdish in their relations with the other local 
people, 


Conditions 
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Conditions on the Turkish-Iranian Frontier 





The Van secret police Inspector, Selahettin Tokgbz, told us 

that everything was very quiet on the Turkish-Iranian frontier. The 
Turks keep a strict control of their side of the frontier, but on the 
Azerbaijanian side neither frontier officials nor guards remain. The 
former Iranian Government officials and troops which held the frontier 
have been withdrawn and no representatives of the new Azerbaijanian 
government have yet taken over, There is no trade across the frontier, 
and the Turks permit no traffic back and forth, The Turks are keeping 
very close tabs on cvents in Azerbaijan and in the new Kurdistan, and 

are kept well-inforned on current happenings by their agents and friends 
in both areas, The latter have also been helpful to the Turks in giving 
them advance notice of efforts of Russian agents (usually Soviet nationals 
of Armenian extraction speaking perfect Turkish) to enter Turkey, 
According to reports received in Van, the Kurdish Government at Savug- 
bulak is in a chaotic condition, Gazi Muhammed is there, but Molla 
Mustafa Barzani has his headquarters elsewhere, Many Kurds who emigrated 

from Turkey would now like to return but the secret police oppose granting 
them entry permits on the theory, once a trouble-maker, always a trouble- 
maker, 


Lake Van Shipping Operations 


The Turkish State Seaways Administration operates the minuscule 
shipping on Lake Van, It has two passenger boats on the lake eat present; 
the "Van" and the "Bitlis", 150 tons each, speed seven knots, carrying 
50 tons of cargo and 200 passengers. A new ship now being built at 
Istanbul (whence it will be shipped piecemeal to Tug, the Seaways Admin- 
istration shipyard three miles southeast of Tatvan on the lakeside, for 
assembly) will be 341 tons, taking 150 first class passengers and 200 
second class passengers, plus much more cargo. The rest of the Lake Yan 
fleet includes two tugs, five or six barges, and about five sail-propelled 
freighters, The motor-driven vessels operate on mazut, 

Tatvan, the longtime port on the west end of Lake Van, is a dirty 
malarial village. For this reason the Seaways Administration in 1937 
set up a new community at nearby Tug, which has now become a pleasant small 
village with white buildings and abundant gardens. It is there that the 
Administration's shipyard is located with machine shop, carpenter shop 
and smity, equipped to handle all repair work on the lake boats as well 
as to assemble the one or two new ships sent from Istanbul each year. 

In 1946 the shop assembled the tug "Gevaz" and a barge, and next year's 
task will be the big new passenger boat. At Tug there are two docks 
extending 75 yards into the water with a depth of fifteen feet at the 
outer end. The main dock has a narrow trolley track for hauling goods 
out to the docked ships. A clean twenty room hotel at Tug provides for 
the wants of passengers awaiting transportation to Van or Bitlis. During 
the past sumer there was an average of five to six thousand passengers 
a month on the Lake boats together with much freight and animals, In the 
winter only animals and local freight and passengers are carried, for 
heavy freight cannot be brought by road via Bitlis from the railhead at 
Kurtalan with regularity during the snowy months, 

There are said to be eight ports with docks around the shores of Lake 
Van: at Tatvan, Tug, Gevaz, Van, Ernig, Ercig, Adilcevaz, and Ahlat, There 
are also mumerous safe havens fron sudden storms, During their period of 
oceupetion the Russians had a small shipyard at Ernig where they built one 
vessel, the "Cumhuriyet", now being dismantled at Tug. Socony Vaecuiun and 
another oil company are said by the director of the Tug shipyard to be 
considering building a mazut storage depot at Tug where the oil supply is 
now kept in steel drums, A new warehouse is also now in construction at 
Tug, Although because of the high soda content of the lake-water, there 
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are no fish in the lake and paint is rapidly eaten off the boats, 
there is a campensation in that the steel hulls acquire no barnacles 
or other growths. 


Siirt—Kurtalan 


Siirt is a small Arabestyle stone-and-mud town of 16,230 popu- 
lation (1945 census) which is the nearest market center to the present 
railhead, Kurtalan, of the railway pushing southeast from Diyarbakir 
to Cizre and the Iraqi frontier where it was planned to link up with 
an Iraqi line coming north from Mosul, The line now has stopped at 
Kurtalan, but good evidence of a present intention to push it further 
down the Tigris valley is a twelve million lira appropriation for it 
in the 1947 budget. We were told by local officials the same story 
which had been repeated at Ankara: that the Iraqis had suddenly given 
up plans for construction of their section of the railway when Nuri 
Al-Said's Government fell in 1944 and the newly formed Government. was 
less favorably disposed toward the project. 

The Turkish Government has provided a logical terminus for the 
transport services of the present line as far as Kurtalan by linking it 
with the nearest town, Siirt, by a good twenty-one mile asphalt highway, 
one of the best which I have seen in my travels about Turkey, Siirt 
itself is also being stimulated to growth by numerous new public buildings, 
among which are a Provincial Administration Building, a Governor's Resi- 
dence, small houses for Goverment officials, and another school building, 
However, the town faces serious difficulties with its electric power 
plant (as do so many of the towns of Turkey - when they are able to boast 
of having any plant at all) and a shortage of water, coped with only by 
the use of insanitary cisterns into which all the refuse - as well as the 
rain water - of the city can drain. Trachoma and the Baghdad boil add 
to the hazards of life in the town. In the 1935 census the mother-tongue 
of 80% of the provincial population was Kurdish and 14% Arabic, and sane 
of the most serious trouble of the Sheikh Sait Kurdish rebellion of 1925 
took place in this area, A major difficulty which the Government faced 
at that time, lack of communication facilities with which to move its 
troops against the rebels, has been solved with the new railway-highway 
system. 

Kurtalan, the railhead, is still a village of less than 1000 popula- 
tion, founded in 1944 when the railway work was halted at that point. 
There has already been carried out an extensive program of building of 
houses for Government officials, administrative buildings, railway station 
and warehouses, railway installations, a halkevi and a community clubhouse, 
and more is planned on large real estate properties which the Government 
has acquired. The railway track itself extends southeast about three 
kilometers beyond the station. Combination freight and passenger trains 
carrying travellers and goods for Siirt, Bitlis, and the Van region now 
come through regularly twice a week from Diyarbakir. 


The Lines of a Possible Russian Invasion of Eastern Turkey. 


Major General Sirri Ersayil canmanding the Division at Siirt talked 
with us at length regarding the lines which a possible Russian invasion 
of eastern Turkey might take, I!is remarks agreed with what a number of 
the other general officers said with whom we spoke on the trip. He felt 
that in the event of Russian aggression against Turkey in the East, the 
main thrust would follow the line Kars, Erzurum, Erzincan, Sivas, while 
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a secondary attack would strike down from Beyazid to Lake Van, then 
west fron tatvan along the Murad River (Eastern Euphrates) through 
the Mug plateau to Elazig. Here the Russians would veer south to 
Diyarbakir and then westwards to the Gulf of Iskenderun, cutting 
Turkey in half and seizing supply ports from which Turkey's allies 
might aid her, Because of the heavy winter snowfall in the Van-Mug 
area, he figured that such an attack would be possible only in the 
months of May to October inclusive. 

Major General Hakki Talay, commanding the Division at Van, added 
to remarks of a similar tenor that he doubted that the Russians would 
be in a position to attack for the next five to ten years, He said 
that although the Russians had announced officially that their war 
losses had been 16,000,000, he thought that the actual figure was closer 
to 30,000,000, Only with the help of America's material resources was 
Russia able to emerge victorious in the conflict just finished, and 
now with the knowledge that aggression against Turkey would probably mean 
the immediate entry of both Britain and the United States into the war 
on Turkey's side, the Russians would be mad to take the risk, 


The Turkish Oil Field - Ramandag. 


Although test drillings have been made in Turkey in various places, 


mination of Turkey's mineral wealth, is found about six miles north of 
the Tigris River, fifty yards west of the highest point of Mount Raman, 

on a direct line between Begiri and Gercilg. This well (known as Sirmen 
No, 1) is only a test well, and now at a depth of 1355 meters is producing 
28 to 30 barrels of petroleum a day, The drillers think that they may 
hit a real pay deposit when they deepen the well another 90 meters with 
new equipment now awaited from the United States. The present equipment 
is German with American (0i1 ‘lell Supply Company) bits and cable, 

Another test well is now underway nearby at Garzan, but operations 
have stopped at 440 meters pending arrival of new drilling equipment. 

This well is expected to hit oil at about 1200 meters, 

The Russians in the early twentieth centruy exploited briefly a small 
oil field at Kurzot north of Van, but this field has been found to be so 
limited in scope as not to be worthy of investment of the necessary capital 
to exploit under modern methods, Information on it is given (with a resumé 
in English) in an article by Kemal Lokman called "Kurzot Petrol Madeni ve 
Havalisi", published in the MTA Bulteni, no, 1/35, Ankara, 1946, pages 
95-101. 

Oil seepage is apparent along the shores of Lake Van near Van, and 
it may come from a potential] field said to be located near Edremit, 21 
miles southwest of Van. Dr. John H, Maxson, who served as Office of 
Strategic Services representative at Istanbul in 1944, is reported to 
have studied the possibilities of an oil field at Edremit ahout 1937, 
and to have prepared a report on it in his capacity as an oil geologist. 
Other information regarding Turkish oil prospects is given in the MTA 
publication no, A-4 by Dr, S, W. Tromp entitled "Preliminary compilation 
of the stratigraphy, structural features and oil possibilities of South- 
east Turkey and a comparison with neighboring areas." This was published 
at Ankara in 1941 at a price of one Turkish lira (equals 30.35 at the 
official exchange rate). 

Other test drillings have been made near Midyat, east of Mardin, 
and an American dribler is now making tests for the Turkish Covernment 
in the Adana-Iskendernn area. Three American drillers are employed by the 
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Turkish Government on the Ramandag projects It is planned to build 
a refinery, probably at es on the Yiyarbakir-Kurtalan railway, if 
the Ramandag field proves to be profitable enough to warrant the expense, 


Kurdish Villagers Near Ramandag 


From the oil-drillers camp at Ramandag we visited two of the 
numerous Kurdish villages in the neighborhood, At the one they were 
just finishing their three month long task of completing the harvesting 
work, A community venture, they were engaged - men and women ~- in sacking 
the last of their hand-winnowed wheat for transport to market at the 
railway town of Besiri nearby. The houses were made of mud, small and 
ruinous, but the people, except for the inevitable trachoma so prevalent 
everywhere in this area, looked sturdy and reasonable well-fed and healthy, 
They wore bright colored native costumes, with most of the men wearing 
scarves wound round their heads in place of the legally remired hat, 

Earlier in our trip, on the way from Siirt to Kurtalan, we passed a 
group of five Kurdish men on the road, gaily decked out with two of them 
wearing ~®range scarves around their heads, Captain Hansinger stopped to 
take their pictures, and one of the men immediately whipped out an old 
black golf-style cap from his pocket, protesting that he really intended 
to wear it all the time. He thought - presumably because of our Army 
vehicles and the Turkish officer and soldiery with us - that we were 
taking his picture as evidence against him for charges of violating the 
Hat Law which outlaws all headgear smacking of the Orient, Even though 
we explained that it was only because we admired his costume that we 
wanted his picture, he was still obdurate in his insistence that the 
picture be taken while he wore the black golf cap, Although there was no 
objection to our photographing the villages ani the Kurdish men, their 
women were taboo for pictures, even though they wandered freely about, 
not even covering their faces before us, 

The second village we went to from Ramandag was a cave-dwellers' 
settlement on the banks of the Tigris River. The former aga = landlord- 
chieftain of the village - was there, stripped of his former authority, 
but still obviously a man of prestige in the community. He had been a 
dashing raider and fighter and first class shot in his day, so we were 
surprised to find him now a man of about sixty, tall, thin, courteous, 
dressed in worn western clothes and suede shoes, He invited us to visit 
his cave-houe where he and his family spend the winter, It consisted 
of two small rooms hewn out of the limestone cliffs lining the river bank, 
The walls and ceiling were smoked up from the fire, but pots and pans and 
the meager furnishinys appeared clean and well-kept. 

When we asked why the villagers drank the polluted river water 
instead of digging wells for clean filtered water, the aga said: "I've 
often told them to dig wells, but they say 'You keen out of our affairs, 
you're no longer aga, and besides, we've always drunk the river water. 
Why should we change?'" There was no school in the cave-village, but 
in the other there was a building which had been constructed by the 
villagers for a school. If a teacher can be found, it will be opened 
in 1947. There is no medical service in either village. 

The villagers in this area are fortunate in having the drillers! 
canp so near, It has meant an inflow of more cash for them than they 
have ever known before, both for casual labor (as, for example, in 
keeping up the good dirt roads which the petroleum people have built) 
and for permanent jobs, The administrative director at the oil field 
says that the Kurdish workers have proved to be very keen and interested, 
and even without any previous schooling whatsoever, they have learned 
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complicated techniques and jobs. For example, the laboratory 
analyst was a local Kurd with less than a year's training on the 
spot. They speak Kurdish with each other, and Turkish with the 
Turkish workers and the bosses. There have even been some marriages 
between Turkish workers and local Kurdish girls. 


Ergani Maden Copper Mine and Guleman Chrome Mine. 





These two mines represent two of Turkey's most important present 
exploitations of her mineral wealth, The copper mine has been known 
since antiquity and worked intermittently on a smal] scale, but it is 
only since the railway from lialatya was nushed through in 1937 to 
Ergani Madeni and Diyarbakir that the Turkish Republic's Government 
was able to work it and the chrome mine at Guleman to the full extent 
of their potentialities, The chrome mine at Guleman was discovered 
about thirty years ago by the then manager of the Lrgani copper mine, 
Abdullah Riisrev Guleman, who noticed that peasants fran the neighborhood 
were ballasting their carts with high-grade chrome ore (running up to 
54% chrome content), The two mines are 25 kilometers apart by road, 
eighteen by the bucket cable which brings the chrome ore from Guleman 
to the railway at lirgani Madeni, The copper mine has a smelter, but 
Guleman produces only chrome ore for export abroad. It is equipped to 
produce about 80,000 tons a year, and with reserves of about 700,000 
tons in the deposit presently being worked and 300,000 tons in another 
nearby deposit, its manager counts on its operation for at least another 
twelve to fourteen years before exhaustion, The copper mine still has 
reserve deposits which will suffice to keep it operating for 15 to 20 
years before exhaustion, 

Both installations are very modern with every facility for workers 
and officials, both in their work and in their spare hours. The common 
laborers were said to be migratory, working four to six months, then 
laying off and returning to their villages until their acciuaulated 
capital had been exhausted, The only more or less permanent laborers 
are 500 murderers = all convicted of crimes of passion or honor = who 
work at Ergani copper mine. Their pay is small but they get double 
credit for each day worked against their sentence, If they try to run 
away, they not only lose all their accumulation of back pay and credit 
against their sentences, but they also have to go back to the prison, 
They work at all the same tasks that ordinary laborers do, have the 
same freedon of movement within the mine area, have no guards and all 
the recreational facilities - including cinemas - and comforts (such 
as hot baths, reasonably comfortable dormitories, and standard workers! 
food) which the other laborers get. They are distinguished from the 
other workers only by a distinctively cut coverall which they wear, and 
the contrast of life at the mine with life in an ordinary Turkish prison 
is so great that it is seldom that any have even attempted to escape. 


Elazig-Harput 


Elazig is a pleasant green agricultural market town of a 1945 popo- 
lation of 23,739, spread out in the Creat Plain through which, not far 
distant, the Murad River (Eastern Euphrates) flows, Fourteen and one 
half miles from the main Malatya-Diyarbakir railway line, it is joined 
to it by the branch line which now extends as far as Palu and will 
eventually go via Gapakgur and Ifug to Lake Van, 

More interesting to the traveller than Elazig is the old Armenian 
town of Harput, on the mountain side three hundred fifty meters above 
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Elazig (three miles by road). Once a city of more than 25,000 
inhabitants, it has now sunk to a village of 800, but its picturesque 
castle where Baldwin II of Jerusalem was imprisoned by the Arab prince 
of Mardin still dominates the landscape, Harput was a wealthy strong- 
hold of Armenian princes, and later of the Selcuks and Ottomans, and 

it lost its importance only in the mid-nineteenth century, when the 
defensive advantages of its rocky eminence were outweighted by the 
disadvantages for the population of having to go down each day to the 
plain below to cultivate their fields, Therefore, the Ottoman Covern- 
ment founded a new settlement on the site of what is now Elazig, 

and in the years that followed the population gradually moved down 

fron the mountain. The final blow to Harput's fate came in the First 
World War when the majority of its inhabitants who were Armenians were 
deported, The town now is a desolate ruin. Regarding one of the great 
American mission enterprises, Euphrates College at Harput, Cuinet in 
1892 said: "The American missionaries have at Harput their central 
establishment for all of .irmenia; the buildings are large, very canfort- 
able, handsome, and surrounded by great gardens and flourishing fields," 
Today the site of the onetime College and mission can only with diffi- 
culty be picked out among the rubble. 


Background of the Dersim Question 


From blazig we were permitted to make a day's excursion north into 
Tunceli Province - formerly known as the Dersim - where no foreigners 
have been since the Kurdish rebellions of the 1930s there, culminatiny, 
in the Seyit Riza troubles of 1937. 

Cuinet in 1892 described this district thus: "The lay of the 
numerous mountains in this district, called in the land "iercan' (i.e. 
‘coral') because of the reddish tint of its ochre earth, still permits 
the inhabitants even today to assert unpunished certain privileges such 
as to refuse their contingent of soldiers for the army and to oppose tax 
collection, notably in the villages of the country of the Kutu valley 
and of Pulimlir." These conditions prevailed through Ottoman times ani 
were still a vital problem for the Republican Government in the 1930s. 
After a number of defiances of the Government authority, it was decided 
in 1935 that martial law should be imposed on the province, and since 
that time the Covernor and Military Commander of the Province has always 
been the lieutenant-general who residea at Liazig as Inspector General 
(equivalent to Governor-General) of the Fourth Inspectorate General 
(provinces of Elazig, Erzincan, Tunceli and Tingbl) . 

In 1937 sixty to sixty five Kurdish chiefs, led by one Seyit Riza, 
an Alouite religious leader, and a lieutenant named "the Yellow ga" 
together with their village followers, again rebelled against the Govern- 
ment's efforts to impose its authority on the province and limit their 
own powers, They blew up bridges, ambushed Government troops and 
officials, and were only finally subdued after three months (April-June 
1937) of difficult mountain warfare by the bombing of Seyit Riza's home 
village in the mountains. I!e himself was captured fleeing disguised as 
a villager toward Erzincan, and after a trial at lazig, he, two sons, 
and four lieutenants were hanged. Various other Kurdish chiefs fled to 
Syria, and those who remained were resettled in other parts of Turkey 
under authority granted to the Government in the Settlements Law (no, 
2510 of 14 June 1934) and its subsequent amendments, Even this did not 
end the troubles in the Dersim, for revolts broke out again in 1938, 
However, on July 7, 1939 the inister of Interior, Faik Sztrak, announced: 
"Tunceli is gradually being reclaimed to civilization, Eighty-eisnt 
schools, nine barracks, six Governnesit buildings and nine bridges have 
been built," 
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Interview with the Fourth Inspector General Regarding the Kurds 
of Tuncelt Province, 


Before our trip into the Dersim, we were taken at Elazig to 
call on Lieutenant General Ekrem Baydar, a clever quick-minded man 
who has now been five months at his present threefold post: 

Inspector General, Governor of Tunceli, and commander of the military 
froces in the province, The following is the substance of what Genersl 
Baydar told us: 

The leaders of the 1937 revolt were "lawless robbers" whose arns 
had come from stocks abandoned by the Russians at Erzincan in the First 
World War. (He implied that further arms supplies had been given by 
Soviet Russia.) The Kurdish tribesmen had no unity among themselves 
and no idea of establishing a central Kurdish authority of their own. 
Instead, each chieftain sought only his own freedom of action, Unlike 
the Sheikh Sait rebellion of 1925, the Dersim rising of 1937 had no 
religious background, (This statement was contradicted by several other 
informed persons with whon we discussed the matter; their opinions are 
given below.) Although the rebellion was quashed in three months, it 
has taken years of patient work to pacify the area, 

Prior to the Dersim revolt, General Baydar himself as divisional 
commander at Elazig in 1934 negotiated with the tribal leaders regarding 
Government plans to build bridges and roads, All such offers were 
refused because the chieftains feared prejudice to their own authority 
if the Government were able to have free access to the area for troops, 
After the Dersim rising was put down, the Government went ahead with its 
plans for reforms. The three main efforts were directed at building 
police posts, bridges and roads, and compulsory primary schools, The 
prograi progressed so fast that although a few years ago a battalion of 
soldiers was necessary to guard officials proceeding the fifteen miles 
from Pertek to Hogat in the center of the province, now anyone can travel 
day or night, unarmed and unmolested, anywhere in the Dersim. 

Since the Dersim revolt was quelled, 105 elementary schools with 
135 teachers and over 7,000 pupils have been opened in the province, 
Although there are no intermediate schools or lycees there, pupils come 
to Elazig for these schools and to the Girls' Institute (training teachers 
for primary schools) and the Trade School, Students from Tunceli also 
attend the Village Institute at Osmaniye in Diyarbakir province, In the 
first years after the revolt Kurdish village parents were unwilling to 
entrust their daughters to the Girls' Institute at Elazig, but by a 
program of arranging visits of girls and their parents to the school, 
and accustoming them to the idea, the number of girl pupils from Tunceli 
has gradually increased. This year a serious problem arose, for the 
first twelve graduates finished their three year course. They had got so 
accustomed to cleanliness, comfortable beds, neat clothing and the good 
food at the school that they did not want to return to their villages, 
squalid and uncomfortable, even for their holidays. But the purpose of 
educating them had been to raise the standard of life in the villages, 
and they have been required to return to their village homes, 

When I asked General Baydar about reports which I had heard at 
Ankara regarding the mobile gendarmerie, a quick striking force said to 
be ruthless, violent, and brutal in its treatment of recalcitrant villages, 
he replied that he knew of not a single incident occurring between gen- 
darmerile and villagers in recent times. Every day he receives a report 
fran each gendarmerie station in the province, and they always say "Situation 
normal." (This statement was modified by reports from other persons whoni 
we interviewed, cited below.) 

Asked regarding Russian activity, infiltration, or propagandaamong 
the Kurds of the Fourth Inspectorate General, General Baydar said that no 
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Russian agents had been apprehended in the areas Some people listen 
to the Moscow, Tiflis and Tabriz Turkish-language radio broadcasts, 
chiefly out of curiosity, and then repeat what they have heard in 

the bazaars. But these people are very few, for most of the radios 
in rural areas are Government-owned, and are in places like gendar- 
merie posts, district administrators' offices, or halkevis, where 
listening to foreign radio broadcasts is not encouraged. The populace 
in any case is violently anti-Soviet because of their antagonism to 
Russian demands on Turkey and as pious Moslems because of their 
antipathy to Soviet irreligion. The Kurds of the Fourth Inspectorate 
General are interested neither in communism nor in the mirage of an 
independent Kurdistan. 

The picture in the Dersim today is that the Government is in 
complete control. The tribal leaders have been deposed and banned, 
and their followers freed from their feudal bonds. The Government 
is trying to dissipate tribal organization and loyalties. The new 
roads, bridges and police posts assure security. Schools, halkodas 
and halkevis, economic improvement, and just administretion are the 
best propaganda methods by which the Government is making responsible 
Turkish citizens out of the Dersim's Kuriish tribesmen. 


Trip to the Dersim ~ Hozat and Pertek 


Our trip into the mountains north from Hlazig led along a fine 
two-lane asphalt military road which divides nine miles from Hjazig, 
just after crossing the Murad River (Eastern Muphrates), the right 
fork ending at Kalan about 32 miles away and the left fork at Hozat, 
15 miles away. A dirt track to Gemiggezek branches left off the 
Hozat road about five miles above the Murad River crossing. ‘The road 
from Kalan will be extended "soon" along the southern side of the 
Kutu valley and then north to Mutu on the Erzincan-Erzurum railway. 
The road from Hozat north will also eventually be extended to Ovacik 
and Kemah and join the railway a little west of Erzincan. Although 
we were told that there was no present feasible road from Hozat north- 
ward, the district administrator of Ovacik arrived at Hozat while we 
were there, having made the eighteen mile trip in four hours. His 
overloaded truck had proceeded very slowly because of a broken springs 

At luncheon in the School for Gendarmerie Enlisted Men at Hozat, 
the commander of the school pointed at a high mountain nearby to the 
northeast and said, "One of the forbidden zones begins right over the 
top of that mountain." Later in the conversation, in order to point 
out some of the geographical features of the Dersim, he sent for his 
1/200,000 map on which were outlined in pencil the exact areas of the 
two forbidden zones: 

1. <A circular area with its base on a point just north 
of Gemi ,sgezek, inhabited by the Kog tribe. 


2e An egg-shaped area with its lower end on a point just 
north of Kalan and its southeast circunference along 
the southern side of the Kutu valley (along which the 
new road north from Kalan to Mutu will pass). Area 2 
was reported to be 120 kilometers in circumference, and 
Area 1 about twoethirds this size. It is interesting 
to note that the Kutu valley and Piltimfir areas which 
Cuinet mentioned as being nineteenth century trouble 
spots are still difficult. 

Upon subsequent inquiry we were told that these two small for 
bidden zones are completely closed to access by any outsidors, Turk 
or foreigner, although the residents within the mnes may leave them 
when special permission has been granted by the authorities. ‘the 
nature of these zones and the reason for their establishment we learned 
later. 
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Hozat is little more than a village, dominated by the new 
buildings and barracks of the Gendarmerie School. It nestles in 
its trees among the barren mountains beside a small stream, and is 
& poverty-stricken appearing place. However, the new roads - both to 
Hozat and to Kalan = are already beginning to help develop the area 
economically even though they are closed to all but pack animal 
traffic for three to four winter months, end the potentialities of 
the country are good enough agriculturally, especially for the raising 
of livestock, to warrant considerable hope for its improvement. The 
roads are of great value economically and socially as well as militar 
ily, for they have made the scanty population of the Dersim accessible 
to the world, and the world accessible to them. The world of provin- 
cial Elazig is still a thing of wonder to many of the Dersim's people 
who marvel at its size, ite electric lights, cinema, restaurants and 
public buildings. 

Pertek, which we visited on our way back to Elazig, is a much more 
attractive village, plentifully blessed with water and trees, There we 
saw considerable egriculturel activity - apple orchards, welnut groves, 
and even some grapese In most of the Dersim life is still at a minimur 
subsistence level, the people living on the meager production of their 
recky farms and raising sheep and goats. There are only the crudest of 
handicrafts, carried on entirely to fulfil] local needs. The population 
is mostly Kurdish and Kizilbag with what basically Turkish population 
there is concentrated in the small towns like Hozal, Ovacik, Kalan and 
Gemiggezek, which have always been Turkish administrative and garrison 
points. Among the tribes which we were told inhabited the Dersim (even 
though officially there is no longer such a thing as a tribe in Turkey) 
are the Aslanlar, Ferhat (living south of Hozat) Kog (Area 1) Kurt, 
Demenan, lagi, Lower Abbas and Upper Abbas. 

The Dersim in medieval times must have been under feudal conditions 
prosperous, well-settled and preductive. Everywhere ure remains of 
castles, waterworks, churches (Armenian) and convents. ‘Today it can again 
be = and is on the way to becoming - a tranquil, comfortable mountain 
agricultural and livestock country. The Turkish Government has imposed 
order on an unruly erea, end in the long run the order will prove more 
beneficial to the bulk of the population than the license which earlier 
benefitted only the petty mountain chieftuins. We were struck espectel ty 
by the deferential menner in which the natives stood along the roadside 
or in the streets, caps off, bowing, as Turkish officers and officials 
went past. It was obvious that they hed been truined in a hard school 
to be respectful to representatives of the Government. 

We were told by a Turkish officer of s recent incident in the Dercir 
backwoods. A gendarmerie officer riding through the countryside stopy ec 
under a tree for lunthe He unstrapped his revolver and put it ina 
notch of the tres. After lunch he rode off, forgetting to take the 
revolvers An hour later a Kurdish peasant came along, saw the revolver, 
recognized it as a Government weapon, debated with himself on what to 
to, amd finally went off to the nearest village to get witmesses to watch 
him take it down from the tree and carry it to the nearest gendarmerie 
post where he turned it in. The officer told the story as a demonstra- 
tion of the loyalty and respect of the Dersim Kurds for their Turkish 
rulers. It is at least an example of the effective discipline which 
has been brought about. 

That Kurdish sentimental feeling for their old chiefs still lives 
was shown when later in the trip a Turkish gendarmerie officer who is hy 
origin a Kurd of the Dersim told me in discussing the Seyit Riza rebel ior 
of 1937: "He was a wonderful poet. It's forbidden to write down his 
poems, but our people still recite them at home. He had a fine feeling 
for the beauties of our country's landscape and mountains. The Green 
Aga (one of his lieutenants) was also a poet." 
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Everywhere we went on our trip Turkish officials and Army 
officers explained to us the present State theories regarding 
the origin of the Kurds, In fact, although one instant they 
would talk about Kurdish dialects and Kurdish traits, Kurdish 
customs and Kurdish costumes, a little later they would seriously 
assure us that there was no such thing as a Kurd. The officially 
accepted term for Kurd is now "mountain Turk," and he is con- 
sidered to be basically of Turkish origin, a member of a Turkish 
folk-group which in the sixteenth century was cut off and 
isolated and denied the advantages of education, As a result, 
his language degenerated from good Turkish into a hybrid mixture 
of Turkish, Persian, Arabic and Armenian which became so wide- 
spread that it became known as Kurdish. Present Kurdish costumes 
and habit-patterns are claimed to show a basic Turkish origin - 
as for example, the similarity is drawn between the Zeybek Turkish 
dress of the Aydin area and that of the Kurds of the Diyarbakir 
district, 

This emohasis on Kurdish backwardness and ignorance = or rather, 
lack of advantages from which the other Turks of Anatolia profitted - 
is made much of in Turkish propaganda among the Kurds. A good 
illustration of this is contained in a story once told me by Deputy 
Hasan Regit Tankut, the head of the Turkish Language Society, the 
organization which with the Turkish Historical Society, has been one 
of the main agents in spreading the distorted linguistic and his- 
torical theories on which Turkish youth is nurtured, Mr. Tankut one 
day was driving from a country district into the city of Maras when 
he gave a lift to a nine year old boy who was walking alonz the road, 
The boy said that he was going to visit his father who was in jail 
at Marag, "He's a Kurd," the boy said, "But aren't you a Kurd, too?" 
Mr. Tankut asked, and the boy replied, "Oh no, I've been to school." 

A standard tale regarding the origin of the Kurds is that in the 
beginning of the sixteenth century Ottoman Sultan Selin I "the Grim" 
was alarmed by the growth of Shiism in his Sunni realm, and feared 
that it would profit his Shii enemy, Shah Ismail of Persia, against 
whom he was preparing a campaign to conquer Eastern Anatolia, On 
the Sulten's orders, his Grand Vizier, Kuyucu Murad Pasha, a blood= 
thirsty religious bigot, had all the Shiites (estimated at the time 
to be as high as 40,000 persons in the Sultan's danains) at Konya, 
Sivas and other great cities of the land, murdered so that there 
might be no fifth column to undermine security at home during the 
Sultan's struggle against Shah Ismail. 

When news came to Southern and Eastern Turkey of Murad Pasha's 
bloody execution of thousands of Shiites, the members of that group 
in those areas fled into the mountains where they would be safe. 
There they remained wild outlaws, organized gradually in small 
feudal communities and tribal organizations, presided over by their 
aga chieftains and their religious leaders, the sheikhs, Sultan 
Selim anathenatized them in an official order, naming them "kurt" 
"wolves," from which came their later appellation of "kirt" or Kurd 
in English. Secure on their mountain tops from the Sultan's armies, 
the Kurds added Persian expressions and constructions, picked up 
through their Shiite sympathies, to their Turkish, and acquired 
more admixtures from their Armenian and Arab neighbors until the 
present day Kurdish language developed. Turks today say flatly that 
the Kurds have no national history or culture, no literature or 
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written language - all statements which (together with the fore- 
going theory of Kurdish origins) can be easily disproven by a 
study of the history of the Near and Middle East, However, the 
Turkish Republican Government is building a unified body politic, 
and if it is able to make its people believe its theories, then 
they must be recognized as having a validity in practice if not 
in fact. 


Basis Pattern of Kurdish Troubles in Turkey 


The clearest picture of the basic pattern of Kurdish troubles 
in Turkey I got in the course of several conversations fron the 
National Security Services (secret police) Chief Inspector at 
Diyarbekir, Turgut Saner, in charge of public security measures 
throughout most of the Kurdish-inhabited areas of Turkey, This 
is what he told us: 

For centuries the Kurds have been organized in a tribal system 
in which one or a nunber of villages were under the feudal domina- 
tion of an aga or sheikh, who was entitled to as much as 50% of 
the villagers’ annual produce. This right was based on two 
grounds: first, the chieftain was strong to seize the produce 
if it were refused him (even going to the length of killing anyone 
who defied his authority), and second because he was their leader 
not only by right of birth but also because he was the most 
obvious and powerful local authority, the villagers' shield 
against the central Government's decrees, especially in the 
matters of taxes and military service. 

Both the Ottoman and Republican Governments fought vigorously 
against this derogation of the central Government's authority. 

The Ottoman Government proceeded successfully against the great 
Hakkari Kurdish leader Bedr Khan, exiling him in 1842, and again 
against Sheikh Abdullah in 1884. But the Ottomans were too weak 
to undertake any final liouidation of the authority of the 
mountain chieftains. They tried half measures, such as endowing 
the local ruler with the powers of the central Government - in- 
effective no matter how face-saving such a strategem might be. 
An example of such practice came at the end of the nineteenth 
century when the Ottoman Goverment made the absolute ruler of 
his corner of the Dersin, Shah Huseyin of Piiltimtir Kaymakam of the 
area, thus gracing with the trappings of the central Government 
his actual status as bey of the district, 

The new Republican Turkey, authoritarian and nationalist, 
could not brook the survival of such defiance of central State 
authority. Frou its efforts to break the power of the Kurdish 
chieftairs arose the recurrent Kurdish revolts which marked the 
first two decades of Republican rule, Hach one was successfully 
quelled, and the long-run result has been tranquillity and better- 
ment for the populace of the areas involved, 

The pattern of the revolts was the same each time, and is 
typified by the Sheikh Sait rising of 1925 and the Seyit Rize 
rebellion of 1987, The Ankara Government asserted its authority, 
requiring fron the Kurds military service and the payment of taxes, 
stating that the Goverment had replaceld the agas ami sheikhs as 
civil authority. The chieftains, countering by rallying their 
villagers, were shrewd enough not to betray to their people that 
they were fighting only for their owm positions. Instead they 
rallied them to the cause as a protest against military service and 
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payment of taxes, and chiefly on religions grounds, They cited 
as proof that the Government was forcing then to abandon their 
religion: 

1. The Hat Law, under which they could no longer wear 
headgear suitable for covering one's head when at prayers. 

2. Republican Turkey's position as a lay state, 

3. The enforced dissolution of tekkes (dervish comnunities), 
and assumption by the Government of all the powers and properties 
of the Evkaf (religious foundations) and other religious properties, 

4, Abolition by the Government of the Caliphate, and all the 
age-old positions of authority like aga and sheikh. 

Thus, the mass of the Kurdish people was roused to participa- 
tion in the revolts on the false issue of Islam versus the lay 
state, rather than on the real issue of the conflict between 
feudal landlords and the central authority. 

These rebellions were put down with severe represvive measures 
and their leaders were executed or exiled, However, after sup- 
pression of the troubles, immediate efforts were taken by the 
Republican Government to eliminate the conditions which caused 
them. The main effort aside from the maintanance of public 
security was to educate the now freed peasantry to an understand- 
ing of modern conditions where their loyalty was directed to the 
Government rather than to their local chieftain or landlord, The 
peasant was to be trained to be a Turkish citizen rather than a 
serf living under isedieval conditions in the twentieth century. 
The Government's program was that outlined by General Baydar in 
our talk with him at Flazig regarding Tunceli province, 

Regarding the Dersim's two forbidden zones, Mr. Saner said 
that the half-savage tribesmen in those areas had previously lived 
in stony mountain-peak villages with robbery of passing travellers 
as their only resource. They have now been forcibly removed fraa 
their villages down into the valleys, and where resistance to this 
move has been met, violent measures have been taken and the 
villages themselves of necessity have been razed, For reasons 
of public security it is impossible to nermit the continuance of 
communities whose only livelihood is robbery, and from the point 
of view of the good of the tribesmen themselves, they must be 
taught to support themselves by their work on the land rather 
than on the fruits of the work of others, 

The two forbidden zones in the Dersim are critical areas 
where the villagers have been forcibly broucht down from their 
mountain tops and resettled in the valleys, Accustomedi to a 
lazy, lawless life, the tribesmen: have not only resisted the 
original Govermnent orders to move, but also on occasion have 
attempted to escape back to their mountains, "ence, in the 
forbidijen zones a strict watch is kept on then, and as a result 
there are occasional tales of severe clashes between the mobile 
gendarmerie and villagers. ‘The Government thinks that after these 
villagers have perforce lived for one generation as agricultural- 
ists in the valleys, they will became attached to the land and no 
longer’ want to return to their former homes ani lawless pursuits. 


Mardin 


An 4rab proverb says: "Diyarbakir's stones are as black as 
her luck is white, but Mardin stands for poverty." Built of pale 
yellow stone on the mountainside overlooking the great vyrian 
desert, liardin faces south to her natural trading area - but only 
fifteen niles south is the Turkish-yrian frontier and all the 
formidable barriers to trade and socie] intercourse which frontiers 
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mean today, Once a great Arab caravan city, the town's common 
language is Arabic, although we were told that probably 904 of 
the men now also know Turkish, and Kurdish is the most comaon 
language throughout the province. One quarter of the city's 
population of 18,519 (dropped fron 23,270 in 1940 and 31,077 in 
1927) is still Christian, but the Christians are steadily moving 
away to Syria where econauic conditions are better, In a city 
where water has always been a problem, the great drought of 1942 
was a disaster, Ample supplies of water are said to be available 
nine miles away, but an expenditure of over one million Turkish 
liras would be required to bring it to the city - a prohibitive 
cost today for a declining city. It is surrounded by fruitful 
mountain-side gardens, but it cannot subsist alone on its gardens 
without the former rich trade with Aleppo, Der-ez-dor, and the 
desert tribes. 

The town suffers from the usual illnesses of this area: 
trachoma (for which there is a small clinic), Baghdad boil, 
malaria, and some syphilis in the villages, and has another 
plague: scorpions, Every year there is an Anti-Scorpion week, 
during which children armed with buckets, lanterns and tongs g9 
about at night, collecting scorpions to be sold to the city at 
three kurug apiece. This year's haul was 800) in one week, and 
since organization of the campaign the scorpion population has 
steadily decreased, 

At Mardin we met three of the province's seven deputies in 
the Grand National Assembly, all Republican People's Party 
nembers, cove to meet their constituents during the Assembly 
recess. Two were retired generals, one was a former Director 
General of Agriculture, none was a native of the province. They 
are required by the Party regulations to visit the capital of 
the province they represent once a year, and to visit each of 
its districts at least once every two years, They were very 
busy during their ten day stay talking with people, hearing can- 
plaints, desires, and expressions of opinion, and inspecting 
local institutions like the schools, the aviation League office, 
and halkevis. 

From Mardin we went three miles to the East to the mountain 
monastery of Dar Zafran, the ouetine seat of the Jacobite 
(monophysite) patriarchate (the present patriarch is said to 
reside in Syria) Surrounded by rich orchards and fields, the 
church and buildings show signs of onetine grandeur, although 
now there are only thirty priests attached to it - and of these 
only two are resident at the monastery itself; the remainder are 
engaged in parish work in the small Jacobite Christian comnuni- 
ties around Mardin and Midyat, although most of the Turkish 
Jacobites have emigrated to ~yria, 


Conditions on the Turkis! 





an Frontier 
The Turks have one Frontier Defense Brigade (infantry) 
assigned under joint control of the Uinistries of National 
Defense and Customs and ilonopolies to the task of patrolling 
the Turkish-Iragi and Turkish-yrian frontiers, All of Turkey's 
other frontiers are controlled exclusively by the Army - in 
Thrace those with Eulgaria and Greece, and in the East, those 
with Soviet Russia and Iran. Officers of the Frontier Yefense 
Brigale told us that there is now no political activity apparant 


alony the Syria or Iragi frontier with Turkey, although there is 
t 


a constant 
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a constant flow of smugeling back and forth, At Ramandag we 
heard that the natives buy shoes and used clothing from smug- 
glers bringing goods by donkey from Syria, At Mardin it was 
reported that the Syrians sell wheat, rye, shoes, and ready-made 
clothing in exchange for the agricultural products of the 
mountain hinterland north of the desert. Frequent armed clashes 
take place between the Turkish frontier patrols and the smg- 
glers who are mostly Syrian Arabs, although there are also some 
Turks engaged in the trade, 

Legitimate trade across the Turkishyrian frontier has 
recently begun in livestock, Between Tatvan and Bitlis we 
passed large flocks of sheep and goats being driven south to 
be sold in Syria in accordance with a recent arrangement between 
the Governments of the two countries, 

Officers of the Frontier Vefense and various officials in 
the border provinces complained about the difficulty of adequately 
patrolling the frontier which, for much of its 720 mile length, 
runs three to six meters south of the Baghdad railway line, some- 
times bisecting villages, and in general on the flat desert almost 
impossible to control, At the time of French occupation of Syria 
the frontier on the Syrisn side had been well guarded with mounted 
and foot patrols and mechanized units. lNow for the past year there 
has been no check whatsoever by the Syrians except at customs entry 
points, and all the burden of maintaining a frontier control has 
fallen upon the Turks, They patrol on foot and on horseback, but 
their mechanized facilities are so limited as to be of little 
value, There has been little arms traffic lately across the 
frontier, although it was lively at the time of the French with- 
drawal. 

Various prominent officials suggested that Turkey's southern 
boundary wag unnatural and should be revised, Their idea of re- 
vision would set Turkey's southern frontier along the line of the 
luphrates River as far as Raka, then east along the Abdulaziz 
Mountains and the dincar iiountains, including considerably Syrian 
desert and a part of the Iragi province of Viosul, taking advantage 
@ all the natural features of the landscape to make a more perfect 
frontier line. “After all," they said, "it would only cost Syria 
and Iraq a lot of desert," 

The volume of legitimate traffic across the Turkish—yrian 
frontier is reported to be small, The doctor at the trachoma 
clinic at Diyarbakir said that there and at the subordinate clinics 
in the frontier towns they had a few patients couing fron Syria, 
Before anyoie can cross, however, the Turkish Government must be 
approached by the provincial Governor on the Jyrian side and prior 
permission for the crossing aust be given, The security authori- 
ties mentioned repeatedly their uneasiness at the progress of 
political affairs in Syria and the activity of the Joviet diplomatic 
mission at Peirut and at Damascus, lust year the Chanmar tribe was 
engaged in intertribal warfare with two other tribes in the Turkish- 
Tragi-Syrian frontier area, and later the Shammar onponents asked 











permission to enter Turkey, fleeing before the Shamnar, ‘hey were 
refused permission, and the frontier was also not opened for the 
rebellious Barzani “Kurds of Iraq when they asked for refoge in 





Turkey. 


The secret 
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The secret police Chief Inspector at Diyarbakir, Turgut 
Saner, said that he had recently had inquiries from Kurds in 
Azerbaijan and Iranian Kurdistan, regerding the possibility 
of receiving permission to enter Turkey to settle, but that 
the Government's policy thus far had been not to receive any 
such troublesome elements. He said also that he believed that 
there was little contact between the Turkish Kurds and the 
Kurds of Iraq and Irane There have been few reverberations 
among the Turkish Kurds from the efforts to set up an independ- 
ent Kurdistan. Wr. Saner quoted a prominent Turkish Kurd as 
recently saying: "What would we Kurds do if an independent 
Kurdistan were set up? We have no army, no finances, no com 
munications, no unity of language or aims. We would immediately 
fall under Russian domination as a vassal puppet state." ‘The 
Dr. Kamran Bedr Khan group and the exiled Kurdish chiefs in 
Syria are the two most active units trying to stir up trouble among 
Kurds of Turkey, but they have little success, according to 
Mr. Saner, for the Government has made it plain to the Kurdish popula- 
tion of Turkey that these men are merely selfishly trying to re- 
establish their long-lost personal predominance rather than to 
build the genuine welfare of their fellow Kurds. 


Ceylan Pinari State Combines Farm 


Among the villages on the Turkish-Syrian frontier which are 
sliced in two by the railway and the frontier line is Kestilayn. 
That part on the Syrian side of the track has retained the old 
name, while the village on the Turkish side is now known as 
Ceylan Pinari (i.e. Antelope Spring) because of the many antelope 
which water there and flourish in the neighborhood. At Ceylan 
Finari is the headquarters of a large new State Combines Farm, 
first set up in 1945, stretching for 48 miles along the frontier 
with a depth of 18 to 24 miles. Some 30,000 hectares of land are 
already under dry farming cultivation, growing wheat, rye, and 
Argentine cotton. A large orchard is now being set out, end plans 
are being made for setting ur a livestock section next yesr. There 
are already 250 permanent workers and officials and 150 transient 
workers employed on the farm and the number will increase as the 
farm is developed. The value of the enterprise in developing a 
backward area of Turkey will be enormouse Fifty tractors (some 
in very bad shape because of the lack of spare parts) are on hand. 
Although water is scarce, it has been determined that water can be 
gotten from artesian wells at a depth of about 104 meters, and as 
soon as equipment is available, wells will be drilled. Lastyear 
the farm made a net profit of 4,500,000 liras for the State, 
according to ite young manager, end it has not nearly reached ites 
full development. 

I was impressed throughout the trip that all the enterprises 
which we saw which demanded large scale capital investment were 
in the hands of the State: the copper and chrome mines, the Iake 
Van shipping service, the Famandag oil field development, and now 
this State farm. The program of etatism has left no room for the 
private or foreign entrepreneurs 
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American Missionaries 


During the trip we had an opportunity to see the work of 
American missionartes at Mardin, Gaziantep, Tarsus and Talas- 
Kayseri. At Mardin the substantial buildings are occupied by 
4 lone elderly American lady and her native assistants, and the 
iission's only apparent work is the maintenance of a small 
general reading room on the main street of the city. ‘wo of 
the largest mission buildings have been taken over for a Turkish 
school for gendarmerie enlisted men, 

At Gaziantep energetic Doctor and Mrs, Dewey and their two 
American nurses are doing a magnifieent: job in running a forty- 
nine bed hospital and a clinic for day-patients, They themselves 
have trained most of the local staff of the establishment, and 
the hospital is probably better equipped and run than any hospital 
of its size in Turkey, 

At Tarsus we saw a crowded American College (high school grade) 
and at Talas-Kayseri another American School, an intermediate 
school to which the able director, Mr. Nielsen, wants now to add 
a lycee section, At Talas-Kayseri there is also a fine clinic run 
by Doctor and Mrs. Nute, specializing on village health work, On 
the day we arrived at Kayseri Dr. Nute was called at 2 a.m. to 
ride out (on horseback) to a village an hour away to see a patients. 
He returned at breakfast time, and there were already so many 
patients at the clinic that he worked straight through the day. 

He finally got time to change out of his riding clothes at supper 
time, and showed us the clinic. He still had an hour's work to 
do, changing the dressings on sores on a bed-ridden child whom he 
had taken into the clinic, This was just one of his ordinary days, 
nothing unusual at all, 








Turkey and the United States 

In the course of talks with hundreds of Turks on this trip, I 
was repeatedly impressed by the large place which the United States 
takes in their minds, They look to America first of all as a 
leader in international relations, and esnecially for the solution 
of the present conflict of ideologies between the Angloaxon group 
and the Soviet-led powers, with emphasis on the release of Turkey 
from the present pressure from Joviet Russia, 

The United States as the world's greatest industrial power also 
plays a large rOle in the mind of the Turk today, The motion 
picture films, newspaners, and radio have made many aspects of 
American life and the American scene familiar (often in an exag= 
gerated form) to the Turks, and today they are awaiting the flow 
of post-war goods from the "nited States, The shops today are 
already displaying many Swiss and Swedish manufactured products, 
but it is the American goods for which the Turks really wait, and 
everywhere we heard of the items they want. "When our new railway 
care and locomotives come from America,.the train service will 
really improve," they say, or they speak longingly of having 
plenty of privately-owned jeeps with which to negotiate the 
primitive roads of eastern Turkey, ‘Je were frequently asked about 


the strike 
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the strike situation which has held up deliveries of orders for 
which they are impatiently waiting like the new electric plant for 
the city of Urfa and the cable for Guleman chrome mine's bucket 
cable. An Urfa deputy in the Grand National Assembly, educated 
in France, commented: "I hope these strikes aren't symptomatic 
of a democracy like pre-Var French democracy. I saw first hand 
what a democracy like that can do to weaken a country." At 
Ramandag they were expecting Oil Well Supply Company equipment 
for the drilling, and at Ceylan Pinari the manager said that 
completion of their full plans for expansion depended on when 
they received sufficient farm machinery from the United States, 
He said that they had more success with Caterpillar products than 
with those of McCormick or Case, and hoped that they would soon 
be available freely. 

America also figures in Turkish minds as a buyer of Turkish 
goodse Turks throughout our trip were especially pleased when 
they smoked our American cigarettes to have translated to them 
the description, "a blend of the finest Turkish and domestic 
tobaccos." But several people mentioned uneasily the newspaper 
reports of last Spring that successful results had been obtained 
from efforts to raise Turkish-style tobacco in the United States. 
A Turkish major at Mardin mentioned the rejection by the Food 
and Drug Administration of approximately 1,000,000 pounds of 
Turkish dried figs last Spring. His reaction was that doubtless 
the rejection of the figs was justified, and that it was the work 
of the Jewish and Armenian enemies of Turkey who had arranged to 
have such a disgraceful shipment made in order to discredit 
Turkish exports. He cited the names of the firms at Izmir and 
Istanbul engaged in the deal - all minority names. 

There were frequent comments that although Turks know a lot 
about America from the radio, the cinema, and the newspapers, 
Turkey is little known in th. United States, both because she is 
physically renote and because she is a small country. Turkey has 
no Propaganda Ministry while her enemies abroad (the Armenians 
were frequently cited) are active in svreading anti-Turkish 
material, 

As for America in Turkey, although in almost every town of 
Southeast Turkey which we visited - Ritlis, Van,Siirt, Harput, 
Diyarbakir, and Urfa - the former buildings or site of an 
American school or mission or clinic or hospital were pointed 
out - we never heard one world of regret that these institutions 
were no longer carrying on their work, However, this statement 
must be qualified by the fact that we did hear pleasant comment 
on the work of the present American missionaries at Mardin, 
Gaziantep, Adana, Tarsus and Talas-Kayseri. Unhappy memories 
still haunt the minds of the people of the area of Turkey which 
we visited of the American missionaries who seemed to be allied 
with the Armenian minority against the Turks. One man phrased it: 
"Americans always seem to have a peculiar affection for minorities 
abroad - although when it comes to the Negroes at home, they are 
not so sensitive," 
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Bibliography 


In preparing for our trip we struck a difficult situation 
in being able to find at Ankara almost no bibliographical 
material of recent date which was of any help. The best # 
reference book for travellers is the British Admiralty's 
Handbook on Turkey, published in London in 1937, but its re- 
stricted character makes it difficult to use and to carry on 
trips. 

Still extremely interesting in its excellent descriptions 
of people and customs, and in its geographic, historical and 
economic descriptions is Vital Cuinet's La Turquie d'Asie - 


Geographie Administrative, Statistique Descriptive et Raisonee 
de l'Asie Mineure, published in four volumes at Paris in 1892. 
Volume Two covers the area which we visited on the present trip. 

An interesting travel description of the Van-Bitlis area is 
contained in Armenia - Travels and Studies by H.F.B. Lynch, (in 
Volume Two on The Turkish Provinces), published at London in 1901. 

Rafael de Nogales, a Venezuelan soldier-of-fortune, tells of 
his adventures in southeast Turkey as a mercenary officer in the 
Ottoman Army during the First World Var in Four Years Under the 
Crescent, oublished at London in 1926. His description of the 
Armenian-Turkish strugsle at Van in 1915 is especially interest- 
ing. 

The Turkish 1935, 1940 and 1945 census results (of which only 
the 1935 figures are complete) offer considerable background 
statistical information, 

A collection of documents called Treatment of Armenians in 
the Ottoman Empire, a work "laid before the Houses of Parlianent 
as an official paper," and published at London in 1916 also gives 
material of historical interest. 
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The November 16 issue of the Tecently reestablished Istanbul 
newspaper YARIN (Embassy’s despatch'no. 1218 of November 16, 1946) 
announced the impending formation of a new political association 
or party in Turkey, led by persons who had distinguished them- 
selves in the Jar of Independence anc by "well-known statesmen 
who have won the respect of this and of foreign countries". 


No names were mentioned, and vhen the public end the other 
newspapers began to suggest names - Marshal Cakmak, Tovfik Muighu 
Aras, Adnan Adivar, Rauf Orbay, Cihad Baban = YARIN renlied that 
they were on the wrong track, and that none of the persons men- 
tioned hud any connection with the new organization. Accordim: 
to YARIN, "the bloc in question exists tithin the Republican 
Yeople's Party . . o and is now preparing to go into action", 
Apparently the prediction is that there will be a split within 
the Government party itself. 


The Inbassy has been able to find no one in Ankera who will 


admit any knowledge of these alleged developments, The journalists 
- have likewise been unable to learn anything on the subject, and 


severn] of them movect that the story har been manufactured cut 
of whole cloth by YARIN's owner and editor, rif Oru¢. 
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2 ON) | foreign affairs. He explainsd reasons way Turkey refuses 
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Anatolian agency reports Prime Minister stating press con- 
“erence Novemser 30 Turk Army in perfect moral, material and 
tachnical condition, remains above politics. 


said there noching new in relations with Soviets. If 4 
state even by advancing strategic and economic cons tderat lors 
wakes demanis threatening tndependence other state this 
constitute’ great danger for world order. 


His Thrac: trip not related events Greece but merely coincided 
after es{ablishment new Bulgarian Government. Information 
indicated that EAM bands formerly active Sofil{ Dimotika were 
movivg south along Maritza, Those who Suppose these movement s 
aipsd at cutting land communtcations between Turkey 4nd 

Qrvece bace opinion on latest declarations of new head 
Pilgarian Sovernment concerning western Thrace. 
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Concerning =COSOC elections said Turk candidate had received 
less votes than necessary two thirds but this should not be 
considered setback. 


UN very co. plicated aud elections take place under numerous 
tnfluences and political reasons in present clections has 
been applied »vsthod of "floating understanding" between 
groups states supporting various posttions apart from states 
who have undecstandineg 3nong selves. However, elections 
will be resumed. o 
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My dear Mr. Suer: gu 
Wh, 
fhank you very much for sending me a copy of 
the booklet "Turkish Republie", whioh my staff and I 
have found most informative. 
Permit me te offer you and your countrymen my 


1/00°L98 


congratulations upon the twenty-third anniversary of the 
founding of the Turkish Republic. 
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Sincerely yours, 


Harry H. Pierson 
Assistant Ghief 
7 Division of International 
| Exchange of Persons 
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My. &. Fikret Suer 2 eS 
Gulturel and Educational Attaché, a 
/ Turkish Embassy, Ps 
KOH Room 7707, 
Empire State Building, a 
Mew York 1, New York. 
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Aw316, December 13, 1:46. = hep nena Ly 

; af 12 BH Agr : 

Subject: Inforn.] Current Events Airgram No. eu 7 
(Dacenber 6° = 13, 1946). 


The Grand National Asiewbly, by a $Peaple's Party) majority vote 
confirmed the Election Cormittee’s deciaion that Democia% Deputy Zeki OO 
Riza Sporel should be uns: ated because he was cashiere. from the Army 
in the early 1920's, Th» ..ssembl.y aleo voted to invalicat» the elastioN 
of Democrat Deputy Abdur; haman Munib Berkan, for non-payuant of taxes? 
Thia led to much politica! presse conment, which was increased by the O 
fact that when the elec ne of these two Devuties were being discusacO 
Democrat leader Refik * itan asserted that there were peovle who heads 
reached the rank of Cabinet Minister and who had not perticipated in = 
the National Struggle fc: the independence of the Revutlic. Koraltan NM 
refpsed to mention any ranes, desvite the request of Mumtaz Oxmen, Vic! 
Presidant of the Counol], that he do so. Ol 


Opvosition papers, pointing out that the Constitution says no thing® 
about denying the right %«; deputyship to persons who heve been kicked O 
out of ths army or who have not pale their taxes, emphezize the above 
deolsions were pursly seicish political onea whioh ore.ta) a dangerous 
preceandent ~ disregard of the provisions of the Constitution by the 
Majority party and the taking by tee majority of the lew into its own 
hands. The Government prvuse says that the decisions wire justly made 
after matures and impartia: reflection. 








Refik Koraltan‘’s insinuations caused even more of « hullaballoa in 
the press than the decision to unseat the two democrats. Writare cal- 
led upon him to state vnom he was talking about, and the Government 
press deplored the injscution of sush personal notes inte the political 
soene. Although Koralien still has not mentioned names, the press has 
arrived at the conclusion that he was referring to ex-Prine Miniater 
Sukru Saracoglu, who allégedily want to Rhodea instead of sccepting 
Kemal Ataturk'’s invitaiion to come to Ankara to establish the Republci. 
Persons closely connectad with the Democrat Party have eince informed 
the ®mbes3y that Saracoglu is the mane The Prime Minister has keo% num, 


Ce 
In counsetion with the Damocrat defeat in the deciat:.: to gneget 
Sporsl and Berkan, the cress has carried persistant rume:: that t 
Demooraiic would withdr, from ti.o Assembly, Peraona in tia oantidence 






of the Denosret Party rave inforssd the Embassy that the Scors]-Pankan 
inetdent was but one ir a lorg sana of unfair acta sommit’ id agains 


alb 


HH 
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the Democi'ata by the People's Party majari.ty, and that Dexocrat leaders 
were beginning to welleve that they would lose the respect of their 
constituents if they continued to take al] ‘hia. Serious consideration 
ie being given to the possibility of withdraving frog tho Assembly arl¢ 
conducting the opposition in the preas, but this wil] not be Gone unti |. 
a solemn warning of euch a possibility has been given in an attempt tc 
bring the People's Party to its senses, Ths finel desisicon wil’ not os 
made until the Democrat Party Congrass mecto in the oarly part of Janvary 





The pre3s has carried reports ef certain resignationa in regional 
branches of the People's Party, of remart« eritiosal of the Party made by 
members during regional party congrasses, lof a deelsicn of the Pari 
to transiats into Turkish the regulations foreign political parties, 
The opvocition prees gleefully Jumpsda on Viese poports as shoving the 
beginning of the decomposition of the Party and its need to improve 41% 
self in srdor to gain needed populsr sup but Palhih RifkA Atay saya 
in Ulug that discusaion and eriticion ar? a sign of strength, not weak- 
nes@, and thet 2t is healthy for a pavty ba degire to contrel iteclf. 
The Moseor 2adio Turkish language broedes of Decenber 9 ssid that tha 
reports showed that a severe orésisa was Sing the Party, end that t 
majority of the mombers were exhibiting Grair Giccontsnt with tha rah 
foreign snd domestic poliay being follows by the “reactionery Right © 
of the Partr. 







































ration on the furse-Greck frou lor continues te make headliver 

t sanding accounts of persecution of the Moslem Manority in 

Macedonia hive been published. AP sorres concent, Edwin Greenwela, went te 
? M, 







Livestigate the situation, Who bia train was seeclag thre 










Greece, Greek gendarme told hin "All wo nucd 4s good Ancrioau guna. 
Give us goal machine gune and we will hawla thie, 42 you don’t, some- 
body els: .@nt have to handle 2%,7% Sov on Gays later the press renorte 
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manifes Aono soncorning the Turks outa 
inte tho hands of "harmful slesents deal 
country”. Taser thersfore sounsollod os 6 


ish barder, On December 1.7 
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ol University) telegranhed the 
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Ageordsiig to the Anatolian Agensy, Fiusicua Cemal Erwin, who on 
Becanbe: 12 returned to Markey tvowd his to Trane-dordan, vas vers 






Pleased - \ the recavtion aoserded hia { country. The Aganey . 
ports that ‘mile in Beirut, Erkin signed on agreement oxtéading for tr 
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there wil) shortly commencs negottations for the setthiment of the que a- 
tion of Turkish property in the Lebanon and Labanese property in Turkey. 


The Embassy has heard from several souraSs thet during his November & 
prees conference in Istanbul, Prime Minister Purser mada, otf the record 
statements that Bulgarian-baséd bands were operating in Greece. Tho 
Anatolian Agency and the Turkieh press did not report this, but a sorrsa- 
pondent of the Bulgarian Newa Agency, of whose presences ths Prime Ministe 
strangely enough, vas seemingly not aware, sent the news to Sofia, Shir: 
resulted, sosording to a report from the American Miseton in Sofia, im a 
Bulgarian re .resentation to the Turkish Foveign Offics that the Prime 
Minister's wirds “d1da not correspond to the sruth", The Anatolian Agensw 
denied thet -eker spoke as reported above, the Apensy's denial, accor? 
ing to one soureS “was nothing but 4 bare -ianed lie", 









It 16 recoorted that Alexei, Patriarch af the Ruesian Orthodox Chursh, 
Plans to convoke an Oscumentoal Couneil fia Koscow, to whieh he will invite 
Patriaroh Matimoa and the patriarohs of t) autocephalous shfrshea. A 
high official of the Phanar said that aut! ity to eonvoke suobh a council 
was vested oily in tho Patriarch of Istabbut. ani that an invitation from 
Alsxei would be refused by Maximos and thy autecephalona patrilarohe, with 
the probable exception of those in the Puasian-occupled countriag. 





The healsh of Patriarch Maximos i198 reported to ba better, In hs 
absence, too Metropolitan of Kadikoy 4a anting as temporary preaident o° 
the Holy Synod. 


The prea? go:nmented on the recant coal strike in Amerien, making parti 
cular refareise ta tha effect of the stré ccs om the production and ship- 
meat of gools ordered for Turkey, Gumhuri.ys saw the shadow of Communisn 
besk of Lewl', while Tagvir eaid that Tur a trad® was shifting to Eng- 
Lend beoauss Anerican busineso head lost t>s stability, Tha fact that lewis 
backed down >efors ths Government waa noted with pleasure and approval. 
Palib Ricks \Gay sald in Ulug “Thin manne’ of seging and understanding ia 
a very nutural thing with the Angie=Saxon davseracies. Even the most 
axtrene (ert imes soften before the dootr of right ané justice which 
have bee: vo ted for venturies.* 






















Wy. 


Bae Vecsey it coneitliatory atthiudsa of tic “avlet Union in the UN 1s 
regarded 1.02. skeptioiem and auepicion by the Turkish preas. The conser res 
te that teca.ala methods may have changed, vat her objectives gre the sane 
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Soviet line? “Russia only wants security and the friendship of neigh-- 
boring states; Bisaua never asked for Mare and Ardahan3 Russia merely 
wants to help Turkey defend the Straits; otc, etc." As a result of this 
publicity, 1% would not be surprising if the re were a student demonstra. 
tion against Sea. 


The vrese reports that a Syrian delegation visited Mardin to talk 
about the cattle-atealing which goas on along the Turco-Syrian border. 
An agreement was allegedly reached regarding cattle thieves who flee 
across the border. 


The first Consulate of independent LSvanon haw been established 
in Istanbul, The new Conaul General, M. Antoine Francie, told the press 
that he heped President Inonu would return the recent visit of Preaident 
Bechara el] Khoury. 
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Subject: Attempted Student Demonstration in 
a Istanbul against Persecution of Turks 
= in Balkans and Turkish Leftist 
tublications. 





3 
é a= Lh 
E ie ae [ye JR 
The Honorable y 
: 3 The Secretary of State, 
S Washington. 


I have the honor to report that on December 12 
around fifty of the students of the University of 
_ Istanbul attempted to hold a public demonstration to 
v ;' © protest against the atrocities allegedly being suf- 
f fered by Turks in the Balkans at the hands of Greek, 
we Yugoslav and Bulgarian Communist bands. Another 
vurpese of the demonstration is believed to have 
been to protest against the writings of certain 
leftist Turkish periodical publications, notably the 
.. Weekly Ses (The Voice), which has been printing 
| Soviet propaganda, and the newly-established Marko 
) i} Paga, edited by the well-known leftist Sabahatétin 
EA RIt, one of the ablest journalists in ‘urkey. During 
the course of the attempted demonstration, the students 
cabled the Prime Minister their indignation at the suf- 
ferings of Balkan Turks, and asked his advice. ‘The 
Prime ilinister replied, advising calm in order not to 
play into the hands of elements "desiring to disturb 
the order of the country." 


Attaché G. Huntington Damon, who witnessed the 
attempted demonstration, reports that the streets in 
the vicinity of the University were filled with squads 
of armed militia and plain clothes policemen. The 
offices of Marko Paga were guarded by police. The 
martial law aut! oritie's had denied the students per- 

uh mission to hold the meeting, and in the face of the 
3 Wa extensive security precautions taken, the demonstra- 
rd n tion failed to gain momentum and was confined to the 
University campus and the 1 mediate neighborhood. The 
students gave vent to their feelings by tearing to 
ba pieces hundreds of copies of Ses and Marko Paga. 





_ The newspapers Tasvir and Tanin seem to have been 
je instrumental in causing the attempted demonstration. 
On December 11 Tasvir carried a provocative front-page 
- article protesting against the “intolerable” persecu- 
tions being suffered by Turks outside the country. For 
the past week H. C..Malcin fas been running in Tanin a 


series 


. 


-2e 


series of front page articles entitled "Turkey, In What 
Condition Are you? These articles have been devoted to 
exposing the Soviet propaganda being spread by Ses, and 
have expressed amazement and indignation that the editor, 
a Turk, should have sunk to such unpatriotic depths as 
thus to play the Moscow game. It is interesting to note 
that approximately a year ago the press of the leftist 
newspaper Tan was attacked and destroyed by students after 
Tanin had conducted a similar attack against Tan. 


From the information obtained by the Embassy, it 
would appear that had it not been for the security 
measures taken, a full-fledged anti-Communist demonstra- 
tion would have occurred, doubtless involving the destruc- 
tion of the printing establishments of leftist journals. 


On December 16 it was learned from a communique of 
the Istanbul martial law commander that Ses was one of 
the publications closed for spreading the ideas of the 
Turkish Socialist Workers' and Peasants! Party and the 
Turkish Socialist Party. Both parties were suspended on 
December 16 by the Istanbul martial law commander for en- 
gaging in harmful activities as fronts for Communists. 
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Tstanbul Martial Law Conmander announced December 16 
that Turkish Socialist Workers and Peasant's Party 

and Turkish Socialist Party "directed by Camouflage. 
Commnists" had been closed as well as labor syndicates 
affiliated with these merties and the Ie*a:bul Union 
of Syndicates, Announcement seid that Pablications 
SENDIXA, SES, NOROR, GUN, YIGIN, and DOsT, "spreading 
“pinions of these parties" have been suspended and 
:@esses closed. Newspaper YARIN and pertodical BUYUK 


ie hoau 


Suspended for 4 month's pertod, 


It is forbidden to bring into or publish or sell in 
4 tartial law area any kind of publication carrying 


= Communist Propaganda. See despatch 1273, December 7. 
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not only by putting end Communist activities which were 
causing confusion in public but might also S8erve dis- 


sourege Soviets in belier Turkish regime had been 


"softened up" and perhaps thereby lead Soviets adopt 


more reasonable attitude towards Turkey, 
Lepariment repeat to Moscow. 
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, scfeallst Workers Peasants ty and Esat Adil 
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regarding their activities apparently gathered suffictent 
data and decided time ripe to take-action. 


Sent Dept as 1266, Dept please repeat to Moscow as lel. 


WILSON 


(*) Apparent omission. Repetition requested. Relayed to 
hsear cn WE AL /46 os TPE, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DEW Information Note No. 25 sont bg 


1. The Formation of the Tarkieh Socialist Party NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


The Turkish Socialist Party (Tarkiye Sosyalist Partisi) was 
founded in the summer of 1946 (probably June), but it ie not known here 
whether it was able to obtain an official license to operate as a new 
party. In an article which appeared on July 25, 1946 in the leftewing 
Istanbul newspaper Gergek (Reality), the leader of this party explained 
why his party did not participate in the elections which it considered 
unfair (the National Assembly Elections of July 21, 1946). 


The Turkish Socialist Party 


2. Mistecabi ~ Leader of the Part: 





Esat Adil Mistecabi, an able socialist lawyer and journalist, ey 
who was once on the staff of the pro~Soviet Tan (which has stopped pub- x 
lication since December 1945 when its offices were wrecked by anti- = 
commnist student demonstrators), heads the party. He was the editor 
of the left-wing Gergek which started publication early in July 19H6. 
This paper was closed by the Martial Law Administration on July 2%, 1946. 


[VSL-21/90°L98 


Mistecabi is a moderate socialist with political ambitions, His 
party, however, has no significant backing. The fact that its offices 
were closed leads one to believe that it met have cooperated with some 
of the extreme left-wing and pro~communist dominated groups such as that 
of fellow traveler, Dr. Sefik Hiisnti Deymer (The Turkish Socialist Workers’ 
and Peasants!’ Party). 


3. The Program of the Party &x 


The Turkish Socialist Party's program states that it is nationalist, 
étatist, populist, and laique. It advocates the liberalization of the ;': 


PIC 


__economic and social life of the country in accordance with socialistic , 


concepts, among which are social security, the right to strike, etc. It 
also claims to oppose foreign trusts, imperialism, and fascism. The | 
party also proposes to cooperate with socialist groups and workers in 
other countries, 


4, Evaluation of the Party's Future 


a On December 16, 1946 this party's officers were closed by the Mertjial 
Law Administration for "aiming at upsetting the existing social and ecotismic 
life of the country". The weekly Istenbul newspaper Gtin, which is the ., 
party's mouthpiece was suspended indefinitely. It is also reported ‘ 


-1- CONFIDENTIAL 


bo Sek 


Phr cil 99° a5 


CONFIDENTIAL 


that Miastecabi has interests in the extreme left-wing Istanbul weekly 
Sendika (Syndicate) and the bisweekly extreme left-wing magazine Y: 

ses). These publications were suepended indefinitely along a 
number of other publications. 


Although the offices of this party have been closed and these 
left-wing publications have been suspended, it is possible that they 
may re-appear, asin the past, under different noemes. Although Mistecabi 
mast have cooperated with the other left-wing parties and groups, some 
of which are communist dominated, there is no evidence so far to indicate 
that he was directly influenced by any foreign government. It is possible 
that the reported seizure of certain documents by the Turkish mthorities 
may throw more light on the activities of Mistecabi in the future. In 
most countries the socialists and the commnists often do not see eye 
to eye, but in Turkey, as communist parties are not allowed, pro~communist 
groups have to hide under the mask of socialism, 
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Subject: Publications, Parties, and Labor Syndicates 
Closed for Connections with Com, m; Sus- 
peeted Communists and Communist Siwnvathizers 
Arrested. 





The Honorable ‘ 
The Secretary of state, 
Washington. 











NLA a 
Sir: : 

Il have the honor to refer to my teleprans Nos. 1259 at 
of December 17 and 1266 and 1268 of December 18, 1046, fa 
concerning, the action taken on December 16 by the Istanbul 
state of siege command against certain persons, parties, ~ 
labor syndicates, and publications considered to have been my SS 
furthering the cause of Communism in Turkey. Action was & 
also taken against the newspaper Yar (Tomorrow) for an = 
editorial advocatins that the President step dow and that ~ 
new elections be held under a coalition sovernnent, and ore 
against the anti-Kemalist periodical Biylk bogu (Jreat B 
Bast), judged "harmful to security for reactionary idease" 
A translation of the communiqué of the state of siere nN 
commander is forwardel herewith. a 

Reports received by the Embassy indicate that the 0} 





anti-Gormunist measures were not limited to Istanbul. 

The izmir branch of the Turkish Socialist ore and 

Peasants Party has been closed, and the press reports 

arrests in that citye In Ankara it is said that in the 
neighborhood of twenty persons ave jailed. ‘The 

press also reported! the closing of the Ralikesir and 

Zonguldak branches of the Turkish Socialist ‘iorkers and 

Peasants Party and the Turkish Jocialist Party. In addi- 

tion, the followins prominent leftists are said to be under © 
surveillance: Zekeriye and Sabiha sertel, Mme. Suad Dervis, 

and Aziz Nesim. (See despatch Now 1273 of December 7, 146.) Bee 















The newspaders announce that, while the headquarters of 
the two closed Socialist parties were being searched, codes 
and documents in French, ussian and other foreirn lanrpuaces 








Cn were discovered. It is also reported in the press that there a 
J have been seized the files of the Turkish Union of Prog 
sive Youth, alleged to be tinge. with Communit 
(L/ ad 
a 
It is \ 
fe mn 
Pe a 
es t 
rors) " 
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It is reliably reported that the leaders of the 
Democrat Party are entirely in favor of the action taken 
by the Istanbul martial law conmand. 


Editorials which have so far appeared in the press 
are favorable. Nihat Erim said in Ulus of December 18: 
"They can't play with the existence of the Turkish nation.. 
The enemies of the nation were followed step by step, and 
an attempt was made not to let any of thetr activities es= 
cape notice... The measures of December 16 should be an 
example to the enemies of Turkey and of the national 
Turkish regime inside and outside the country... It is 
absolutely false to seek measures taken against liberty 
of thought and politics in the clean-up action of the 
state of siege conmand." 


It is curious that Sabahattin Ali's newlv-founded 
leftist publication Marko Paga was not closed. Although 
it was threatened with destruction in the recent attempted 
student demonstration (despatch No. 1290 of December 17), 
and Sabahattin Ali had to find another publisher because - 
the Tan press did not want to run the risk of being de- 
stroyed once more, the last issue of Marko Paga continued 
to follow the Soviet propaganda line and to criticize the 
Government with biting sarcasm. But it 1s reported that 
Sabahattin Ali himself has been arrested, and it remains 
to be seen whether next week's issue of his perlodical will 
come out. 


An experienced observer comments that, as regards the 
motives for this clean-up of Communist elements, there is a 
possibility that the Covernment was as much worried by the 
progress which has been made in organizing industrial work- 
ers into organizations outside the control of the Government 
(despatch No. 1273 of December 7), as by the activities and 
writings of the persons, institutions and publications 
affected by the action of the Istanbul martial law cormander. 
Officials of the ‘overnment, in conversations with a member 
of the staff of the Embassv, have limited themselves to the 
explanation that the Jovemment desired to take no chances 
in view of Turkey's international situation and that the 
security authorities had for some time carefully been gather- 
ing information for just such a clean-up of Communists. Howe 
ever, as the Embassy has reported, leftist elements have had 
success in setting up workers! organizations quite outside 
the influence and control of the Government. Whatever may 
have been the principal motive, the move would seem to have 
resulted in the arrest of the most important persons believed 
to be Communists or connected with Commun’ st activities. 


It 1s noteworthy that the move against Communists was 
partly balanced by the suspension of Biylk Dopu for "reaction-= 
ary ideas," and by the suspenston, without reference to 
Communism, of Yarin for "making propaganda to destroy the 
political and juridical order of the country." 


It will 


ea 3« 


It will be interesting to see what results from the 
trials of the arrested persons, and whether there actually 
exist the incriminating foreign-language documents and 
secret codes so sensationally mentioned by the press. 
Future developments in this situation will be immediately 
reported. 


Respectf yours, 


Enclosure: A an 


1/ Translation of comminiqué 
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Enclosure to 
Despatch no. 1295 
Ankara, Turkey 
December 20, 1946 


Translation of Communiqué of State of Siege Commander 


Istanbul, December 16. 
The state of siege command announces: 


Our command, having the job and responsibility of assuring 
public security in the state of siege area, has considered it 
necessary to undertake the following measures in the vilayets 
within the limits of this region: 


(1) There have been suspended the activities of 
the central bureaus and branches of the Turkish Socialist 
Workers and Peasants Party and of the Turkish Socialist 
Party, directed in a camouflaged manner by condemned 
Communists and people having extreme Communist tendencies 
and of which the activities tend to assure the domination 
of a social minority over the majority and to destroy 
the economic and social regimes of the country, as well 
as the activities of the syndicates directed by these 
parties and of the people acting according to directives 
received from these parties, for their own purposes, 
Also suspended are the Union of Syndicates of Istanbul 
and the Workers! Club of Istanbul. 


(2) The newspapers and periodicals Sendika, Ses, 
Nor-Or, Gun, Yigin and Dost, spreading the opinions of 
these parties, have been suspended and their presses 
closed, 


(3) The newspaper Yarin, which, as is shown by its 
issue of 9/12/46, is making propaganda to destroy the 
political and juridical order of the country, has been 
suspended for four months and its press closed. 


(4) The periodical Bulytk Dogu which, for reactionary 
ideas, has been judged harmful to security, has been sus- 
pended and its press closed for four months. 


(5) It is forbidden to bring into the vilayets in 
the state of siege area any kind of publications carrying 
Communist propaganda, as well as to publish and sell such 
publications, 
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Enclosure Noe 1 to Despatch No. 1302, dated December 25, 
1946, from American Embassy, Ankara. Subject: "Moscow 
Radio Says that Purpose of Feridun Cemal Erkin's Trip 
to Transjordan was to Assist in Establishment of Near= 
Eastern Bloc! 


Talx by Commentator Erdem 


December 19, 1946 


Recently Ferdin Cemal “Irkin made a trip to Transjordan. 
According to his declaration, the purpose of his trip was 
to strengthen peace between the two countries. lle told a 
thousand and one stories about dinners, excurslons, and the 
wonderful welcome he received, for the purpose of making the 
Turkish peovle belleve that the reason for his visit was to 
strenszthen the bonds between the two countrics. None the 
less he permitted to escape among his words the fact that he 
made the acquaintance of the army of the “wir Abdullah. 
Evicin paid many compliments and did not fail to pratse the 
little army of ransjordan. 


While Turki Ginlomacy tried to ide it, urkish newse- 
papers and the Antara Radio revealed it. ‘the apers and 
the ‘Turkish Gio clearly declared tnat tho | > of the 
visit was to reach an understanding. 











wiat, then, is this understanding? shat do the want 
to do through this understanding? At the time of the visit 
of itns Farouk to iersin last September, Son Yosta announced 
that the British hed the intention of creating a Near Eastern 
Dloc with the help of furkey. Several thinss were said to 
conceal the end th wished to reach anc “any were the provo= 
cations, svch as the Slavic dariger in the wall tn an 
article called "The Arab League and the iddle t" the 
former Turlcish diplomat S8ylemezoglu wrote t the purpose 
of the creation of a Near Mastern bloc was counter-balance 
the Slav Union in the Balkans and that in th’s bloc, which was 
nothing more than a second Saadabad pact but much lary 
“uricer would play the most baportant role. According to 
S8lemezoglu tris bloc, or rather the countries entering it 
ought to have their armies standardized. ‘odav tiere tsn't 
the slightest doubt that the bloc that they want to set up 
has nothing to do with the interests of the independence of 
Turkey and that of the Arab countries, nor with their battle 
for national liberation. The Hastern bloc is the work of the 
British Imperialis who wish to unite all the reactionaries 
of tne Near Bast and to fight, if necessary, against the 
democratic elements. 































The Turkish people have had bitter exveriences. it 
suffered frightful disasters at the time of the First world 
War because of adventurers like the Sultan, the Envers, and 
the Yalgins. ‘Turkey left the bones of its soldiers tn lands 
reaching from Galicia to Arabia, and it was only at the price 
of enormous sacrifices that the Turkish people obtained its 
independence and soveretanty. 


Today the 
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Today the Turkish reactionaries are working for foreign 
capital and for the big business men and entreprencurs. 
This policy binds them more and more to the British 
Imperialists and obliges them to act according to British 
plans for the Near East. None the less the Turlcish 
people do not doubt that the idea of forming an Lastern 
bloc is only the preparation of the reactionaries for a 
new adventure. The right-wing of the People's Party is 
now a loyal slave of the foreign Imperialists as well as 
the reactionaries within the comtry. It is this right- 
wing which fights against the democrats and which has 
eliminated the shadow of liberty which was beginning to 
pe seen in Turkey. It is this right-wing indeed which 
closed the democratic parties end the workers! syndicates. 


Three or four days azo hundreds of workers and 
several progressive and democratic people were imprisoned. 
The state of siege command is spreading terror in Istanbul. 


The right-wing of the People's Party is following a 
“policy which is against the interests of the people, but 
the latter does not wish to be the plaything either of 
the Turkish reactionaries nor of their foreign masters. 
The Turkish people are against the Near Eastern bloc which 
does not correspond to the battle of the Arab peoples for 
liberty. The Turkish people understand very well that the 
formation of a Near Eastern bloc is against its national 
interests. 


The right-wing of the People's Party, which sees its 
position collapse from day to day, has recourse not only 
to tricks and lies but also to the club. The ‘urkish 
newspapers of the right spoke on one hand of tho "Rea" 
danger and on the other of the Near Eastern powder keg. 
But who has transformed the Near Easter countries into 
a powder keg? What are the armies now in Kerpt, Iraq and, 
Palestine? ‘Who are the persons interesting themselves in 
the Near Eastern bloc? ‘Who are those who fight against 
the movement for the liberation of the Arab peoples? ‘The 
Turkish people know very well who are the authors of all 
that. Two weeks ago Yalgin was asking the Lritish troops 
in the Near East to remain where they are although the 
Arab peoples are insisting that the Fritish troops with= 
draw from their country. 


Who, then, are those who are playing with fire in the 
Near Kast? The Turkish people see very well those who are 
transforming these countries into a powder leg. ‘This 
business is attracting more and more the attention of the 
Arab peoples and especially the ‘yrian and Lebanese news- 
paperse These newspapers advise Turkey to keep away from 
them if ever it has the desire to form a Near Kastern bloc. 
The newspaper Cumhuriyet, appearing at Aleppo, writes that 
the Arab world does not wish to become the playthinj; either 
of the Turks or of the Anglo-American I:perialists. That 
is why two days after the compliments the rightist Turkish 
newspapers changed their tune and attacked the Arabs. 


All these things clearly siiow that the idea of forming 
a Near Eastern bloc is meeting a serious opposition and dis= 
gust among the Turkish people. 
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lation of the Moscow Radio Turkish-language broadcast 

of December 17, 1946, dealing with the anti-Communist IX 
measures taken in Istanbul on December 16. Moscow 

Radio uses these measures to develop its favorite 

theme about the battle being conducted by the Turkish 
"reactionaries" against the Turkish people. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 1303, dated December 23, 
1946, from American Embassy, Ankara. Subject: "Moscow 
Radio Describes Anti-Communist Measures Taken in 
Istanbul December 16." 


Talk by Commentator Erdem 
December 17, 1946 


For a long time there was a phrase often uttered by 
the Turkish reactionaries. This phrase was "Democracy 
exists in Turkey." Rightist journalists tried to prove 
that there was democracy in Turkey, but as the Turkish 
proverb says, "the liar's candle goes out at dawn." 
“vents prove the contrary. 


Yesterday morning Turkish newspapers were still 
spouting about Turkish democracy, but that very evening 
Antrara Radio was broadcasting the order issued by the 
Istanbul state of siege commander. This rebel order 
announced the closing of two democratic parties, of 
workers! syndicates, as well as of several democratic 
newspapers and reviews. Consequently, it resembles the 
orders given by the 7-8 Hassan Pasha of the times of 
Sultan Hamid (reference is to connter=esptonage and 
security service of Sultan). 


As you all know, similar orders were piven by the 
British Commander at the time of the occupation of 
Istanbul. 


It seems today that this measure was necessary be- 
cause of the fact that the democratic parties, the 
workers! syndicates and democratic newspapers are causing 
social disorder in the countrye Such a pretense can only 
be ridiculous and will only be swallowed by nincompoopse 


we understand thus that the purpose of the reaction- 
aries is to throw Turkish public opinion off the track. 


what then 1s the crime which caused the order of the 
new 7-8 Hassan Pasha? The crime of the workers! orraniza- 
tions is to desire to unite the workers under one roof and 
to protect their interests. Do you see what a preat crime 
this is? 





t does protectin= the interests of the workers 
mean?" asks the commander of the state of stere. 


The purpose of the syndicates was to better the living 
conditions of the workers. ‘The democrat newspapers took 
upon themselves the duty of revealing one by one all the 
enemles of the country. Their purpose was to protect the 
interests of the Turkish Republic and to assure democratic 
rights for the Turkish people. The democratic partics and 
syndicates wanted a fierce battle agatnst the two thousand 
millionaire families. 


There, then, are the things tiat did not please the 
reactionaries. 


what 
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What, then, is the cause of the economic crisis 
which flourishes in the country? Naturally, this 
crisis was not created by the workers! syndicates. 
Who, then, has overturned the social order in Turkey? 
It is doubtless the democratic newspapers! 


In these conditions the attack launched by the 
reactionaries against the workers only shows the in- 
tensification of the political crisis in Turkey. This 
attack proves again that the position of the right-wing 
of the People's Party is getting weaker every day. The 
reactionaries can no longer hide the fact that they 
tremble to see the development of democracy. Mven the 
rightist newspapers agree that the measures taken by 
the Jovernment on September 7 have failed. The decisions 
of the Government at Ankara have increased the elready 
desperate situation of the people. No one can deny this 
truth. 


, vuring the last months the cost of living has risen 
30% but on the other hand new possibilities are offered 
to the big importers, exporters and entrepreneurs to fill 
their pockets. There is no doubt that it is these specu- 
lators who brought the country to this impasse. 


None the less the new 7-8 Hassan Vashg that is to sar, 
the commander of the Istanbul state of siege, puts the 
responsibility on the democratic organizations. ‘to tell 
the truth, this commander is cleverer than the 7-8 Hassan 
Pashae 


rom the very beginning the activity of the workers! 
clubs, the syndicates and democratic newspapers was a thorn 
in the side of the Turkish reactionaries. ‘These democratic 
organizations were no longer letting the reactionaries 
sleep peacefully. ightist newspapers vublished every day 
such stupidities as "Red lifth Column." They did their 
best to alienate the people from these organizations, but 
all their efforts were in vaine 


tiven this failure on their part, the reactionaries 
saw themselves obliged to resort to force and violence. 
in one blow they wiped out the shadow of democracy and 
liberty which existed in ‘turkey. The right-wing of the 
People's Party didn't wish this time to use the sane method 
as last year and didn't use the Turanianists and Urchins, 
for it understood that that would increase the disgust of 
the people. 


The only truth which results from all these measures 
is that on the one hand the right-wing of the People's 
Party shows its fidelity to reaction, and on the other 
hand, that 1t is ready to serve the interests of foretgn 
imperialists. 
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EUR 
co Jn December 27 the Democrat coputies, who hee been 
OFD boycotting the Nationel Assembly ciInce Wie Prtie Mintsterts 
ESP intemperate attack upon them on Lecember 18, returned tg the 
c legislature. ‘The Gecision to go back was teen after lpesi- 
F Gent Inbni on December 26 invited Celal Bayar and Fuat 
Hom KBprdll to call upon him at Jankaya in order te ai: the 





matter. (The President had arranged a sint lap roe 
several days beforehand which was apparently frotbi 
On Lecember 26, according to the Anatolian 
irestdent, without saving that either part: followed 
wrong course, Geclarei that he very meh resretter nt oF 
sroup of the deputies felt themselves wronged. Ve 
Parar and Kopel to consider suffielent the ventl 
of oretest and to assure the normel fumetionine, ¢ 1) 
Asgsornbly. 












it has been very interesting te note the eflortia mado 
by the Veople‘s Party and by President Inlult to bring the 
Deriocrats back into tine fold. These efforts would saem to 
indicate the interest of the Jovernment, in matntai the 
multi-party system, and to strengthen the dopress 
the ?resident himself is determines tiet denoecracy § 2 
western style shall eventually bo established Jn ‘inrker. 
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The following Gevelopments in this affair are of fue 
terast. 


the fact that People's Vvarty Yeputy Vardi) Lah 
Tanpi€ver showlé havo criticized tis irime lind. 
Assevtbly for his harsh wotids coneerning the Ve 
press speculation regarding a possible split in 
Party. This was indignantly donlod in the Asgenbly on 
December 20 by foople's Party deputy Kemal aran, 
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NOs 1281, December 27, > p.m. 


Democrat Deputies returned to Assembly (EMBTEL 1274)this 
morning without demonstration and resumed participation 
assembly budget debates. Return followed long consul- 
tations Democratic leaders notably Bayar and Koprulu with 
President Inonu Feoples Party, Vice President Saracogiu 
independent deputy ubnan adivar and other peace makers. 


Prior to return Anatolian Agency published official state- iS 
ment regarding Koprulo visit to President who was quoted J 

as sorry that number his fellow deputies had been pained ‘a 
by incident, was confident reciprocal respect good will oO 
existed and asked Democrats end protest and resume normal oO 
work Assembly. nad 
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Moscow and Bucharest press radio have attacked Turkish we 


Govt strongly on recent measures against Communist groups * 
here (EMBTEL 1258, December 17). Attacks follow usual. pat tearm. 
frequently use such cliches as "serving foreign imperialis ’ 
monopoly capitalism, foreign’ veactionaries."” Turkish Govt 
vetieves bitterness attacks Lndicates Soviets placed -onsider- 
able hopes these subversive activities and consequently 
disappointed their suppression. 
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/With reference to the Embassy's telegrams Nos. 

1274 of December 23 and 1281 of December 27, 1946, 
regarding the withdrawal of the Democrat Party 

. . deputies from the Grand National Assenbly on Decen- 

7 ber 18, and their return to the Assembly on December 
27, I have the honor to quote in translation the 
official statement issued by the Anatolian Agency on 
December 26 at the time of the patching up of the 
trouble: 


"President Ismet Indntk invited to him Celdl Bayar, 
Democrat Party President, and Fuat K8prilll, Vice 
. President of the Democrat Party Assembly Group, and 
aon) » asked for information on the incident in the Assembly. 
. ; The Party President said that they were saddened by the 
a , treatment they had received. 





; if "The President did not discuss the question of 
¢ which side was in the right, but stated that he too was 
2 saddened if a number of his fellow deputies were sad= 


& dened. He declared that owing to his close contact with 
‘ both parties, he was fully confident that reciprocal 
clo respect and goodwill existed. He requested the presidents 
Fe to put an end to the demonstration of protest and to 
4 OED assure normal work in the Assembly." 


‘of The incident on December 18 which "saddened" the 
. Democrat Party deputies followed speeches in the Assembly 
.'* gi Antroducing discussion of the annual budget. In the first 
Sl / of these, Prime Minister Recep Peker had made certain 
ad N vigorous observations of a general character which the 
/ Clap Democrats considered to be an effort to intimidate them, 
eg and prevent full expression of their opinion on the ey 


pA budgets The Prime Minister stated that he would deal | 
( Ly vigorously with any movement threatening public securif ' 
Se and resulting from a campaign of insinuations undertaken =] 


y With political objectives. In a speech replying to th 
f Prime Minister and presenting Democrat criticisms of the 
~_<._budget, Deputy Adnan Menderes warned the Assembly that 
~ Big gpapereta—sean ic. not be restrained in their criticisms 
4 FP Unit 
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by any threats which the Prime Minister might make. 

At the end of Menderes' speech, the Prime Minister, 
ascending the rostrum in a state of nervous excitement, 
branded the Democrats with a number of unpleasant words 
including psychopathic and disloyal. At a signal from 
Celai Bayar, their leader, the Democrats rose in a body 
and paraded out of the hall - despite the efforts of 
some of the People's Party deputies to restrain them. 


Opinion in the People's Party ranks in the Assembly 
was not entirely with the Prime Minister in his attack on 
the Democrats. Deputy Hamdi Suphi Tanridver, one of the 
Turkish "elder statesmen," expressed the feeling of the 
more moderate members when he stated to the Assembly that 
both sides were wrong in using such bitter words against 
each other, and that the Prime Minister's statement had 
certainly been very sharps He asked for more moderation 
and restraint in Assembly debates. After further dis- 
cussion, in which Mr. Peker's supporters rallied to his 
defense, the Assembly (made up now only of People's Party 
deputies and the two or three independents who had not 
joined the Democrats in their withdrawal) proceeded to 
examination of the individual sections of the budget. 


While the Assembly met regularly (despite the 
absence of the Democrats) during the following days, 
continuing conferences were held both by the Democrats 
among themselves and between Democrat and Republican 
People's Party leaderse President InSnt himself soon 
took a hand in the matter as a peacemaker, supported 
notably by ex-Prime Minister Saracoglu (now Vice Presi- 
dent General of the People's Party) and the distinguished 
independent Deputy Dr. Adnan Adivar. There was an atmos- 
phere of general relief on December 27 when - following 
the release of the stataément cited above = the Democrats 
announced their intention to return to the Assembly. They 
entered the chamber again that morning without outward 
sign of anything having happened, and were received by 
the People's Party deputies in the same manner. Dis- 
cussion of the budget was proceeded with, and the Democrats 
took a vigorous part in the talk. 


Speculation at Ankara now centers about the conces- 
sions which the Democrats may have exacted from the People's 
Party for their’ resumed participation in the work of the 
Assembly. It seems likely that in the course of more than 
a week's negotiations between the two parties and the 
President, some agreement must have been reached as to the 
future. The Istanbul and Ankara press now wonder whether 
President In&8nti agreed to withdraw from his post as 
President General of the People's Party = as the Democrats 
have often asked = in order that the chief of stato may 
truly be above and beyond party rivalries and disputes, 


Public 


Sa 


Public opinion has interpreted the Anatolian Agency 
statement as an implied rebuke to Prime Minister Peker 
for his part in the affair, which has certainly weakened 
his position within his own party. 


Although the atmosphere in the Assembly chamber 
seems calmer at the moment, outside there is no indica- 
tion of a weakening in the People's Party effort to fight 
with the utmost vigor against the Democrata. Although 
People's Party provincial congresses are meeting in local 
Halkevis, the Democrats have been refused the use of these 
facilities, on the curious ground that they are not open 
for political meetings. As a result, the Democrat meet- 
ings are being held in coffee houses, motion picture 
houses, and at Aydin in a warehouse with one window. Two 
other indications of prospective trouble for the Democrats 
are the decision of the Court of Cassation that the Munici- 
pal Council elections held last May at Afyon and won by 
the Democrats are invalid, with a consequent dissolution 
of the Council as then constituted, and the decision by 
the Assembly - in the Democrats' absence - to investigate 
the conditions under which Assembly elections of July 23 
were held at Mugfa, where four of the five winning candi- 
dates were Democratse Mugla is the only province thus far 
in which such an investigation has been ordered. 


The press, both Government and opposition, is 
unanimous in its praise of the Chief Executive. Ulus 
says that the incident illustrates well the President's 
sincere desire for Western democracy and proves that he 
is able to act impartially as Chief of State, even though 
at the same time President of the People's Party. Through= 
out the whole affair Ulus has adopted a remarkably concili- 
atory attitude towards the Democrats, and on December 27 it 
even went so far as to praise Democrat leaders Celal Bayar 
and Fuat K8prilii for their "understanding" role. "Celal 
Bayar and Fuat K8priiil have accomplished a task which will 
be remembered with gratitude in the history of our country." 
In a later editorial entitled "All's well that ends well, 
Ulus says that democracy is the political system which 
brings the greatest happiness to nations, but that history 
has sown that the way leading to democracy is a hard one. 
"The final purpose is to direct the affairs of the nation 
under a controlled administration... To return to the 
Asiatic system, which rests upon the authority of an 
individual, should be considered for Turkey as a mis- 
fortune which must be avoided." Other pro=Government 
papers praise the President for his "tolerance," and 
state no apology was made to the Democrats. “ 


The opposition Kuvvet (Ankara), while pleased at the 
Democrat victory over the Prime Minister, praises the 
President for "political courtesy." The opposition press 
in general, fulsome in applauding the President's im= 
partiality, states that the Democrats have been proven 


to be 


2-4-0 


to be in the right and that the Democrat Party has 
emerged strengthened from the crisis. Vatan: "The 
Democrat Party has saved the People's Party from the 

sin of undermining democracy." Yeni Sabah: "A new land- 
mark in the country's political Tife... Gone are the 
happy days when matters were covered up by the criticisms 
of Ali Rana Tarhan, the leader of the former Independent 
Group." Tasvir: "knother important stride is being made 
on the road to democracy." 


President InJnf has emerged from the affair with 
nothing but credit. He has illustrated his determination 
to establish Western democracy in Turkey, and thereby has 
gained the favor of the opposition. If, in so doing, he 
may have alienated a segment of the People's Party, he 
has at the same time shown that he is in full authority 
over the affairs of the Party. 
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Subject: Democrat Party Conception of its Work ag 
Opposition Party. 
uN = 


=. ie ; 
«.The Honorable 


The Secretary of State, 
ra Washington. 





1/ <I have: the honor to enclose herewith the text in 
transtation from Turkish of an editorial entitled, 
"Hasn't the Democrat Party Done Its Duty?" by Professor 
Dr. Fuad KSpriiill, Vice President of the Democrat Party 

En .. Assembly Group. This oditorial appeared in the Ankara 
newspaper Kuvvet of December 25, 1946. 


; Professor K8prili believes that the Democrats have 
' scrupulously carried out the responsibilities of a 
. national, opposition party, aiming at development of the 
multi-party system, avoiding personality quarrels, and 
fei : | endeavoring in every way to be helpful to the nation. 
‘ He then points out the ways in which in his opinton the 
5 People's Party has endeavored to hinder the work of the 
G': Democrats by whispering campaigns, by blocking the 
Democrat desire to formulate criticisms of the Govern- 
f pi? ment's policy, by keeping it in the dark about important 
/ Cte policy moves such as the currency devaluation of September 


7, and by consistently following a single=-party mentality 
y pce in what is now a multi-party country. 
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Although much of what Professor Koprulu says is true, 
3 it must nevertheless be attributed as much to 1 gnorance of” 
4x—multi-party politics, inability to grasp the new set-up, 
/ a and natural desire to retain full control by many of the 
ominent People's Party leaders as to actual ill-will or 
“ff malignance toward the Democrat Party and its leaders. 
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Respectfully yours, 


Ses es For the Ambassador: 


Yo ee 


Herbert S. Bursley, _ 


‘ Counselor of nee eS 
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch 1315 dated December 31, 1946, 
from American Embassy, Ankara; subject: Democrat Party 
Conception of its Work as Opposition Party. 


Source: Kuvvet, December 25, 1946 


"Hasn't the Democrat Party Done Its Opposition Duty?" 
By Professor Dr. Fuad kK8priiit 


Although the democratic development which is progress- 
ing rapidly in the country especiallysince the time the 
Democrat Party was organized and became active, has not as 
yet produced a big change from the material point of view, 
it has produced, as we pointed out in our article of yes= 
terday, very happy results from the ideal and moral points 
of view. In order to be able to follow this course, which 
is the only course of peace and happiness for our country, 
in security and strength without staggering and tottering, 
there are certain tasks and responsibilities incumbent upon 
both the Party in power and the Party in opposition which 
we shall briefly discuss today. 


The higher officials and journals of the Party in 
power have of late been frequently discussing the tasks 
and responsibilities incumbent upon the Party in opposition. 
In the face of all these talks and opinions expressed, we 
must say that the Democrat Party has not forgotten even for 
a minute the difficulty of its task and the heavy responsi- 
bility it undertook for the Nation, and it has, therefore, 
regulated its conduct and activities accordingly. Had the 
Democrat Party somewhat deviated from the course of action 
which a national opposition party should necessarily follow, 
and pursued a wrong course, the common sense of the Turkish 
Nation would have inmediately punished it, and of course it 
would not have show a brilliant success in rallying in its 
ranks the majority of the nation in a short time. 


In spite of all kinds of hindrances raised against the 
Party in opposition, all kinds of pressure brought upon it 
by the Administrative Machinery, the heavy calumniations and 
accusations made against it, and the systematic national 
attacks to which it was subjected; the course of progress 
and of the great success which the Party wn must be sought 
in the fact that it accomplished its opposition duty ina 
manner conforming to the National will-power and national 
character; namely, in dignity, tranquillity and moderation 
and by holding the lofty interests of the country above all 
Party considerations. The Democrat Party which was organized 
with the purpose "to ensure the administration of the country 
by more than one party animated with mutual sympathy and 
respect" has never aimed at personalities and has always 
remained faithful to the principles that it was necessary to 
seek the responsibility not in persons but in principles and 
mentality, and it has always approached with disgust the 
thought of doing away with the Party in power and replacing 
it by a single Party, with the mentality of “an uncontrolled 
power. 


We never 
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We never agreed and could not agree to retaliate with 
the same means against secret and open propaganda which 
was continued for months, to the effect that the founders 
of the Democrat Party acted on personal ambitions and in- 
terests, and they even went so far as to say that they 
would collaborate with enemies. To the disgusted calumni- 
ations whispered behind closed doors, we replied with an 
honest and clear conscience before the meetings of citizens 
belonging to every Party; but we never acted meanly in 
accusing the Party in power or persons with heavy calumni- 
ations like "High Treason." Now and then our criticisms 
may have been violent and bitter; but they were always 
directed at ideas and principles and they have never been 
of a personal nature. 


We want to point out once more how unjust and out of 
place is the claim made to the effect that the Democrat 
Party has refrained from doing its opposition duty in the 
Grand National Assembly. Even in the very first days when 
Peker's Cabinet came into power, the President General of 
the Democrat Party made a statement on behalf of the Party 
that we shall be of the greatest help to the Government in 
matters concerning the country, especially in economic 
affairs. But in the face of our very sincere proposal the 
Government did not dare to give us even one day's time for 
which we requested in order that we might discuss and 
determine in our Party our criticisms and opinions regard- 
ing its program. It prevented it on the basis of certain 
nonsensical considerations and interpretations without any 
foundation whatever. 


Can this insistence, on its part, of not allowing the 
Party in opposition the time of even one day in order to 
study and criticize a program which it prepared in a week 
by having the entire Govemment machinery of the new 
Cabinet work at it, be considered reasonable and sincere? 
This is the first example. Here is the second example: 
When the Government was taking a very important measure 
like the September Seventh Decisions which strongly effect 
the financial and eg6onomic life of the country, it dis- 
cussed it only in a secret meeting of the Republican 
People's Party and it gave it the appearance of an accom- 
plished fact without allowing even a very short time for 
its discussion in the Grand National Assembly. As a matter 
of fact, had Recep Peker's Cabinet acted with the most 
primitive democratic consideration, it would not have re- 
frained from learning also the opinion of the Opposition 
Party. This action, which is entirely contrary to the 
spirit of democracy, is no more than a sad manifestation 
of the single party mentality regardless of how evasively 
it is interpreted by the Party in power, 


Well, all this explanation shows clearly that the 
Democrat Party has tried to do its duty of opposition from 
the day it was organized until this day, both in and out- 
side the Grand National Assembly, in a very sincere and 
patriotic manner and it has carried out its obligations in 
the cause of the development of Turkish democracy. In re- 
turn, what has been done or should have been done by the 
Party in power whose task and responsibility in this respect 
is certainly heavier than those of the Opposition Party? 


